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The temperature was way 
above normal on Tuesday, Elec-
tion Day, and so was voter turn-
out. Turnout was so high that 
election officials had to ship extra 
ballots to polling places in some 
New Hampshire cities, Ports-
mouth included, lest they run out 
of Democratic ballots. The previ-
ous reecord high turnout was un-
der 400,000 in 2000. Tuesday’s 
total was over 500,000.

The election of November, 
2006 was widely acknowledged 
to be a repudiation of the sta-
tus quo—and that dealt only 
with Congress. The 2008 presi-
dential election will be a chance 
for voters to wrap their fingers 
around the throat of the Execu-
tive Branch. Judging from New 
Hampshire’s response to that 
opportunity on Tuesday, the au-
thorities should be grateful that 
they haven’t yet had to cope with 
unruly mobs bearing pitchforks 
and torches.1

FOX News’s Sean Hannity 
got a first-hand taste of the pub-
lic mood this weekend when he 
encountered a group of young 
Ron Paul supporters in Man-
chester. Paul, who 
did well in Iowa, 
had been excluded 
from a FOX-spon-
sored debate, which 
didn’t sit well 
with Paul’s fans. 
When they found him, 
the young Republicans 
hounded the demagogue out of a 
restaurant, and chased him down 
the street while shouting “FOX 
News sucks,” and similar senti-
ments.2

The FOX network, which al-
lowed one of its alleged experts 
to call the ’00 presidential elec-
tion for his cousin, George W. 
Bush, continued to distinguish 
itself among broadcasters in 
the run-up to the New Hamp-
shire primary. Not in a good way, 
though. During the night of the 
Iowa caucuses, FOX conduct-
ed an extended interview with 
Rudy Giuliani, treating the 
alleged hero of 9/11 as if 
he were one of their infal-
lible pundits, rather than 
one of the candidates.

Iowa: Mid-Winter 
Fireworks

The State of 
Iowa did a pretty 
good job of justifying its 
early status in the prima-
ry process, rattling cages 
left, right and center.

Considering the way 
the GOP values so many things 
by-the-numbers (prefixed with 
dollar signs, of course) the take-
away news from Iowa’s Repub-
licans caucuses had to be poor-
ly-funded Mike Huckabee’s 
trouncing of the free-spending 

Mitt Romney. Ac-
cording to the 
best set of figures 

we could find,3 
Mitt spent $246 
per vote in Iowa, 

and Mike spent just 
$36. That’s a ratio of 

6.8 to one, and a pitiful 
return-on-investment for a hot-
shot capitalist.

Iowa Democrats, meanwhile, 
gave Hillary Clinton, the par-
ty’s establishment candidate, a 
shockingly cold reception—third 

place: behind not just Barack 
Obama, but John Edwards, too.

The big picture coming out of 
Iowa, though, was turnout. It was 
huge. And it leaned overwhelm-
ingly towards the Democrats. It 
had to have been a sad day for 
Mike Duncan.4

Finally, regarding Iowa, it must 
be noted that the corporate me-

dia succeeded, through gen-
eral neglect, in driving out 
Joe Biden and Chris Dodd, 
either one of whom would 
have made a perfectly ser-

viceable presi-
dent.

Foolish Haste
In a less-imperfect 

world there would have 
been a breathing space of at 
least a week or two, follow-

ing the Iowa caucus-
es, for the nation to 

concentrate on New 
Hampshire, as New Hamp-
shire concentrated on the 
candidates. But no—that 
would have made too 
much sense. Trouble-
makers like Sen. Carl 
Levin (D-MI), con-
sumed with theories 
about the primacy of 
racial demographics, 
and apparently blind 
to the vital issue of rel-
ative size and cost, have 
jacked up the primary 
schedule until there 
were but five days be-
tween the caucuses and 
New Hampshire’s primary—
making Obama’s victory in lily-
white Iowa all the more ironic.
January 8 in the Gran-

ite State
All day Monday, 

the cable channels 
were filled with jab-
ber about which op-
eratives the Clinton 
campaign was going 
to throw under the 
bus after her loom-
ing two-digit loss to 
Obama. There was 
even speculation 
that Clinton might 
bail out of the cam-
paign herself, to “pro-
tect her brand”—for what, we 

didn’t hear.
That night, Rep. Duncan 

Hunter (R-CA) paid hom-
age to New Hampshire’s hal-
lowed primary tradition by 
hanging around Dixville 
Notch to watch the first 
ballots of the election 
being counted, right 
after midnight. That 
valiant effort brought 
him not a single vote. 

On Tuesday, at the closing of 
the polls, with about ten per-
cent of precincts reporting, 
the vote count was neck 
and neck between Clin-
ton and Obama on the 
Democratic side. If that 
seemed a little odd, well 
… it was early yet. Surely 
things would straight-
en out as more pre-
cincts reported.

Less than an 
hour later, with just 
17 percent of pre-
cincts reporting, 
CNN called the 
Republican elec-

tion for McCain, 
who had a nine point 

lead. On the Demo-
cratic side, Clinton had a six 

point lead but no one was pro-
jecting a winner—and they 
wouldn’t for hours. 

McCain’s lead never let up, 
and the Granite State gave 

Romney his second 
drubbing in less than 

a week. New Hamp-
shire has a strange history with 
McCain. Eight years ago he was 
the likable, accessible fellow rid-

ing to fame and glory on a 
bus called the “Straight 
Talk Express.” When 
he thrashed Bush in the 
2000 primary, it came 
as no surprise. Bush’s 
machine then went 
on to slander McCain 
terribly in South Caro-

lina. The good will the 
Senator once had here 
seemed to ebb away as 

the war hero for-
gave the unforgiv-
able, and embraced 

the chickenhawk who 
had slandered him. By the time 
McCain began his second pres-
idential race here, it seemed as 
if “straight” might have become 
a relative term—even leaving 
Larry Craig out of it. Compared 
with the rest of the Republican 

field, though, McCain ended up 
looking pretty good.

Drag Queen for a Day 
(9/11, Naturally)
Speaking of gender-
bending politicians, 
habitual cross-dresser 
Rudy Giuliani was in 

Portsmouth on election 
day, finally coming to Dan-

iel Street to kiss the ring 
of barber and raconteur, 
John Russo. And it’s 

about time, too. Mr. Rus-
so is the mayor’s best asset in 

these parts, and we don’t just 
say that because John allows us 
to distribute our newspaper in 

his establishment.
Giuliani has been 

playing the same 
dangerous game 

with the primaries that he has 
with Russo: ignoring Iowa, toy-
ing with New Hampshire, and 
counting on larger, later, delegate-
rich states to win the nomina-
tion. With the amped-up sched-
ule of this primary season, it may 
be over for him before it begins. 
His failure to strive in this state 
left it a contest between McCain 
Romney, with the guitar-twang-
ing preacher Mike Huckabee a 

Primary Election Day, 2008: “Change, or Else … ”

2—For the record, this newspaper does not 
endorse, recommend, advocate, condone, or 
intend to foment any manner or form of vi-
olence, except in self-defense. Even against 
Sean Hannity.

3—We can’t guarantee the accuracy 
of the data, but the source (http://
cottonmouthblog.blogspot.com/2008/01/
cost-per-vote-and-votes-per-ad-iowa.
html) appears to be reasonably credible.

4—Don’t feel embarassed—we had never 
heard of him either. Robert M. “Mike” 
Duncan is the Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. As has been the case 
recently in New Hampshire, the National 
Committee  seems to be having trouble 
getting anyone of note to fill positions.

1—If there’s anything to an e-mail we 
got Tuesday morning, which made some 
ominous allegations about the integrity 
of New Hampshire’s voting systems, the 
pitchforks and torches will be coming soon. 
Sadly, time did not permit us to satisfy 
ourselves as to the credibility of the charges 
before going to press.
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Where to Get The New Hampshire Gazette:
ALTON: Alton Circle Grocery and East Alton 
General Store.
DOVER: Capers Pizza, Care Pharmacy, City Hall 
Market, Cleary’s Cleaners, Cocheco Courtyard, 
Crossroad Seafood, Duston’s Market & Bakery, 
Handy Hardware, Janetos Market, The Library, 
Newick’s, On Broadway Laundromat, Papa Gino’s, 
the Post Office, Ron’s Place, Smiley’s Beverage 
Center, Store 24, Strafford Farms Restaurant, 
Strafford House of Pizza, and Varney’s. 
DURHAM: The Book Exchange, Breaking New 
Grounds, Campus Convenience, China Buffet, 
Durham Copy, Federal Savings Bank, House of 
Pizza, JP’s Eatery, The Laundercenter, The Memo-
rial Union Building, Moe’s Italian Sandwiches, the 
Movie Stop, Pauly’s Pockets, Store 24, Town & 
Campus, U-Village Pizza, and Wildcat Pizza. 
EAST ROCHESTER: 6 T’s Laundromat, 
Boucher’s Corner Store, Highland St. Conve-
nience, and House of Pizza.
EXETER: Blue Moon Natural Foods, Blue 
Ribbon Cleaners, Exeter Music, Green Bean 
on Water, Loaf & Ladle, Me & Ollie’s, Rogan’s 
Bakery, and Water St Books. 
MADBURY: The Madbury Public Library. 

MILTON: Lakeside Mart. 
NEW DURHAM: The Post Office.
NEWMARKET: Big Bean Breakfast, Crackskull’s 
Books, Evans Expressmart, The Jade Garden, The 
Laundercenter, and Marelli’s. 
PORTSMOUTH: Annabelle’s, BeadShine, Belle 
Peppers, BG’s Boathouse, Bickford’s, The Blue 
Mermaid World Grill, Bratskeller, Bull Moose 
Music, The Button Factory, Byrne & Carlson, 
Caffé Kilim, Celebrity Sandwiches, Ceres Bakery, 
City Hall, Cleary’s Laundromat, The Clip Joint, 
The Coat of Arms, Colby’s Breakfast & Lunch, 
Cuts by Michele, Darleen’s, Davies Tire, Dos 
Amigos Burritos, The Dunaway Restaurant, Fair 
Skies, Fat Belly’s, The Feaster Apts, Federal Cigar, 
Franklin Pierce College, The Friendly Toast, 
Gary’s Beverages, Gepetto’s Pizza, The Golden 
Egg, Hebert’s, Izzy’s Frozen Yogurt (when open), 
Joe’s New York Pizza, John’s Barber Shop, The 
Juicery, Jumpin’ Jay’s Fish Café, The Keefe House, 
The Levy Gallery, Lucky 7 Gallery, The Margeson 
Apartments, Me & Ollie’s, Moe’s Italian Sand-
wiches, Molly Malone’s, The Muddy River Smoke-
house, The Newsstand, The Odd Showroom, 
Philbrick’s Fresh Market, Poco’s Bow St. Cantina, 

Port City Coffee, The Portsmouth Athenæum, 
The Portsmouth Brewery, Portsmouth Candle, 
Portsmouth Health Foods, Portsmouth Provisions, 
The Portsmouth Public Library, Prelude, The Press 
Room, Red Hook Brewery, RiverRun Bookstore, 
The Rusty Hammer, Salamandra Gallery, Sand-
ers Fish Market, Savario’s, Seacoast Repertory 
Theater, Sheraton Harborside, South St. & Vine, 
The Spring Hill Tavern, The Stockpot, The Works 
Bagels, The Travelport, and WaterMonkey. 
ROCHESTER: Burger King, The China Palace, 
Farmington Rd. Shell, The Library, Lilac Mall, 
Main Moon Buffet, Main Moon Chinese 
Restaurant, Milton Rd. Shell, Pete’s Variety, Pink 
Cadillac, Puff N’ Stuff, Remember When Diner, 
Rochester Laundromat, Royal Family Pizza, Rt 11 
Getty, Signal St. Variety, and Varney’s.
ROLLINSFORD: House of Pizza 
RYE: The Hungry Horse, Rye Public Library.
SO. BERWICK: Trustworthy Hardware.
SOMERSWORTH: City Hall Bus Stop, Deb’s 
Laundry, Fortier’s, Hilltop Laundromat, Library, 
Post Office, USA Café, and of all places, Wal-
Mart. 
STRATHAM: Sweet Dreams Bakery.

Sunday afternoon in the Square with George—and Fred, and Marge, and Mary, and various other friends of John and Mitt and Hillary and Barack and Rudy and the whole megillah. 

distant also-ran.
Comeback Kid: The Sequel
The shocker of the day was, of 

course, Clinton’s narrow victory 
after such widespread predictions 
of her political demise. Lacking 
an explanation of our own, we 
turn to Sam Smith of the Pro-
gressive Review, “America’s Most 
Unofficial Source.” (prorev.com).

“The polls weren’t quite as bad as 
the media is making out. One key 
and often ignored point: polls reflect 
assumed turnout based on past be-
havior. Nothing can so skew a poll 
than a bunch of normally apathetic 
voters turning up at the precincts. 
This is part of what happened in 
Iowa and New Hampshire … By 
far the biggest average error—9 
points—was in the lead and to-
tals for the Democratic candidate 
in each race: Obama in Iowa and 
Clinton in New Hampshire. This is 
significant but hardly cataclysmic, 

Fortnightly Rant

since it suggests that somewhere be-
tween 5-9% of Democratic voters 
did something out of the ordinary, 
not an impossible thing to imagine. 
What it does suggest is the impor-
tance of the vast pool of tradition-
ally non-voters in political orga-
nizing.”

And, of course, this is the be-
ginning, not the end. Obama 
was no more out of the race on 
Wednesday than Clinton was on 
Monday.

[Note: It is the editor’s under-
standing that copyright is not 
an obstacle to the publication 
of material which was originally 
generated at the expense of the 
taxpayer. Proceeding on that as-
sumption, we publish these ex-
cerpts from Spartans in Darkness: 
American SIGINT* and the Indo-
china War, 1945 – 1975, by Rob-
ert J. Hanyok, published under 
Top Secret classification in 2002 
by the Center for Cryptologic 
History of the National Securi-
ty Agency [NSA], recently de-
classified, and made available on 
the Internet by the Federation of 

American Scientists.—The Ed.]
The Gulf of Tonkin incidents of 

2 to 4 August 1964 have come to 
loom over the subsequent American 
engagement in Indochina. The inci-
dents, principally the second on of 4 
August, led to the approval of the 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution by the 
U.S. Congress, which handed Pres-
ident Johnson the carte blanche 
charter he had wanted for future 
intervention in Southeast Asia. 
From this point on, the American 
policy and programs would domi-
nate the course of the Indochina 
War. At the height of the American 
involvement, over a half a million 
U.S. soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 
marines would be stationed there 
…

… the administration explained, 
our ships had been in internation-
al waters—anywhere from fifty to 
eighty miles from the [North Viet-

namese] coastline by some calcula-
tions, during the alleged second at-
tack—and were attacked twice, 
even though they were innocent 
of any bellicose gestures directed at 
North Vietnam. Secretary of De-
fense Robert McNamara had as-
sured the Senate that there had 
been no connection between what 
the U.S. Navy was doing and any 
aggressive operations by the South 
Vietnamese … 

However, within the govern-
ment, the events of 4 August were 
never that clear … James Stockdale, 
then a navy pilot at the scene, who 
had “the best seat in the house from 
which to detect boats,” saw nothing. 
“No boats,” he would later write, 
“no boat wakes, no richochets off 
boats, no boat impacts, no torpedo 
wakes—nothing but black sea and 
American firepower … ”

It would be years before any evi-

The Gulf of Tonkin, Revisited
another layer of lies is uncovered, 43 years later

* “SIGINT is a contraction of SIGnals 
INTelligence, which is … intelligence-
gathering by interception of signals, 
whether between people (i.e., COMINT or 
communications intelligence) or between 
machines (i.e., ELINT or electronic 
intelligence), or mixtures of the two.”—
Wikipedia.



Friday, January 11, 2008 - The New Hampshire Gazette  - Page 3

News Briefs

This cool one-eyed dude was look-
ing remarkably cheerful late last 
week, considering the dire (for him) 
forecast: several days of very warm 
weather, with temperatures ap-
proaching the 50s. Our Wander-
ing Photographer hasn’t gone down 
to that end of State Street since the 
warm spell. He claims the reason is 
that he’s too sentimental. We suspect 
he’s just too damned lazy.

dence that an attack had not hap-
pened finally emerged in the public 
domain, and even then, most reluc-
tantly. Yet, remarkably, some of the 
major participants in the events still 
maintained that the Gulf of Tonkin 
incident had occurred just as it had 
been originally reported … 

The issue of whether the avail-
able SIGINT “proved” that there 
had been a second attack has been 
argued for years … 

Except for the sizable collection 
of [classified] SIGINT material 
within NSA, and a much small-
er amount from the archives of the 
Naval Security Group … almost 
all relevant material relating to the 
Gulf of Tonkin incidents has been 
released to the public … 

For the first time ever, what will 
be presented in the following nar-
rative is the complete SIGINT ver-
sion of what happened in the Gulf 
of Tonkin between 2 and 4 August 
1964. Until now, the NSA has of-
ficially maintained that the second 
incident of 4 August occurred … 

In maintaining the official ver-
sion of the attack, the NSA made 
use of surprisingly few published 
SIGINT reports—fifteen in all. 
The research behind the new ver-
sion which follows is based on the 
discovery of an enormous amount 
of never-before-used SIGINT ma-
terial … Naturally, this flood of 
new material changed dramatically 
the story of that night of 4/5 Au-
gust …

Two startling findings emerged 
from the new research. First, it is 
not simply that there is a different 
story as to what happened: it is that 
no attack happened that night … 

The second finding pertains to the 
handling of the SIGINT material 
related to the Gulf of Tonkin by in-
dividuals at NSA … SIGINT in-
formation was presented in such a 

manner as to preclude responsible 
decisionmakers in the Johnson ad-
ministration from having the com-
plete and objective narrative of 
events of 4 August 1964. Instead, 

the only SIGINT reports made 
available to administration officials 
were those that supported the claim 
that the communists had deliber-
ately attacked the two destroyers.

This mishandling of the SI-
GINT was not done in a manner 
that can be construed as conspira-
torial, that is, with manufactured 
evidence and collusion at all lev-
els. Rather, the apparent objective 
of these individuals was to sup-
port the Navy’s claim that the … 
patrol had been deliberately at-
tacked by the North Vietnamese. 
Yet, in order to substantiate that 
claim, all of the relevant SIGINT 
could not be provided to the White 
House and the Defense and intel-

ligence officials. The conclusion that 
would be drawn from a review of 
all SIGINT evidence would have 
been that the North Vietnamese 
not only did not attack, but were 
even uncertain as to the location of 
the ships.

If we read that last paragraph 
correctly, Hanyok is saying that 
SIGINT personnel were sim-
ply trying to be team players 
and provide data that would best 
back up the team. Presumably it 
is sheer coincidence that this his-
tory was declassified within days 
of an incident in the Straits of 
Hormuz in which Iranian small 
boats are said to have harassed 
U.S. Navy ships.

This official U.S. Navy photograph (Photo #: USN 711524), titled 
“Tonkin Gulf Incident, August 1964” was still available on the Inter-
net Wednesday, January 9, accompanied by this caption: “Photograph tak-
en from U.S.S. Maddox (DD-731) during her engagement with three 
North Vietnamese motor torpedo boats in the Gulf of Tonkin, 2 August 
1964. The view shows one of the boats racing by, with what appears to be 
smoke from Maddox’s shells in its wake.”
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Things You Never Knew  
About The Old Library
The proposed Cultural Center may be a new idea,  
but its two Portsmouth buildings are 200 years old

by J. Dennis Robinson

Portsmouth’s Cultural Revo-
lution has begun. In the wan-

ing days of 2007, city councilors 
voted 8-to-1 to green light the 
Portsmouth Historical Society’s 
plan to transform the old pub-
lic library on Middle Street into 
a seacoast Cultural Center. Their 
goal is to create a one-stop hub 
showcasing local theater, film, vi-
sual arts, crafts, dance, writing, 
music, history and the environ-
ment.

Planners imagine the new fa-
cility may include an orientation 
film about Portsmouth, chang-
ing exhibits, up-to-date post-
ers and brochures, a ticketing 
agency, wall-sized maps, trained 
guides, public restrooms, walking 
tours and computerized aids. The 
idea is to draw people to a cen-
tral spot, a cultural “gateway,” lis-
ten to their questions, and then 
direct them toward the myriad 
cultural sites and venues in the 

region that interest them most.
But let’s not get ahead of our-

selves. The three-year pilot pro-
gram has just been announced, 
and plans for the transformation 
are still on the drawing board. 
The Historical Society is seeking 
trustees, volunteers, and bene-
factors willing to roll up their 
sleeves and turn the old Ports-
mouth Public Library into a 21st 
century visitor’s center.

Portsmouth loves to recycle its 
architecture. What we call the 
“old library” is really two separate 
Federal Style buildings—a pri-
vate home and a school—both 
built around 1810. The former 
Portsmouth Academy and the 
Morton-Benedict House were 
linked by a brick connector in 
1954. Both have a fascinating 
history. So while the Historical 
Society is catching its breath and 
planning the future, let’s quickly 
track these buildings through the 
last two centuries.

The Tale of Two Buildings
• The concept of free pub-

lic lending libraries is relatively 
modern. Private libraries began 
in Portsmouth as early as 1750. 
The original all-male member-
ship library had 33 subscribers 
and was open only two hours 
each week. The Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, a membership library 
established in 1817, is still in op-
eration in Market Square. Doz-
ens of private subscription li-

braries, including the Mercantile 
Library (est. 1853) opened and 
closed in the region during the 
19th century.

• There were public schools in 
Portsmouth as early as 1735, but 
wealthy families, then as now, 
often opted for private educa-
tion. Portsmouth Academy was 
established in 1809 as an elite 
tuition school with two rooms 
downstairs and two upstairs. It 
opened in 1810 with 25 children 
and quickly doubled its enroll-
ment. Water was supplied by the 
Portsmouth Aqueduct Company 
through an elaborate system of 
hollowed-out logs. The famous 
Daniel Webster was among the 
founders and, legend says, au-
thors Thomas Bailey Aldrich 
and James T. Fields attended the 
Academy.

• It was long rumored that the 
Portsmouth Academy was de-
signed by Charles Bulfinch of 
Boston, best known as the ar-
chitect of the Massachusetts 
Statehouse and the Capitol in 
Washington, DC. In fact, a lo-
cal man from Newington named 
James Nutter, a house carpenter 
or “joiner” and later a Methodist 
minister, was paid $20 to design 
the building in 1809. He based 
his plan on a building at Phillips 
Exeter Academy in Exeter that 
no longer stands.

• The year the Portsmouth 
Academy opened in 1810, Thom-

as Morton built a fashionable 
brick residence next door with a 
well and a stable. Morton ran a 
store downtown selling groceries 
and goods from the West India 
Trade that was at its peak in 1810. 
Only two years later, as America 
entered the War of 1812 and the 
economy began to falter, Morton 
advertised the house for sale in 
the New Hampshire Gazette. The 
house had twelve more owners 
and a number of additions be-
fore it was purchased by the city 
and officially became part of the 
Portsmouth Public Library in 
1951. The interior, amazingly, re-
mains much as it did in 1810.

• The City of Portsmouth first 
leased the Academy building in 
1868 and used it as the Jones 
Grammar School. Frank Jones, 
the “ale tycoon,” was then mayor. 

Jones, a millionaire, also donated 
his $500 salary as mayor as seed 
money to create a public library 
for the city, and challenged oth-
ers to build up a fund of $5,000.

• A few years later the Jones 
School was condemned as unsafe 
and unsanitary. Curiously, Dr. 
Henry E. Clark, who forced the 
closure of the school, lived right 
next door in the brick house built 
by Thomas Morton in 1810.

• In 1871, inspired by a sermon 
at the South Church, the Young 
People’s Union was created to 
provide a library and youth cen-
ter for local teens. Three rooms 
were set aside at the corner of 
Vaughan and Congress streets. 
Technically, this was the birth of 
the Portsmouth Public Library. 
When the group folded a few 
years later the books were stored, 

The graceful doorway to the old Academy Building, long thought—incor-
rectly—to be a Bulfinch design.
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temporarily, in the basement of 
the Unitarian Chapel.

• In 1881 the books from 
the Young People’s Union were 
made available to the public in 
one room on the top floor of the 
old Custom House. The city took 
responsibility for the collection 
and hired a librarian to catalog 
the books. The collection was 
moved twice more before find-
ing a permanent home in the old 
Academy building. Hon. Frank 
Jones’ $500 bequest grew, with 
contributions, to over $10,000. 
A number of private book collec-
tions were donated to the grow-
ing library shelves.

• While the public library was 
evolving elsewhere, a group of 
Civil War veterans and friends 
leased the old Academy. The 
Storer Post of the Grand Army of 
the Republic (G.A.R.) planned 
to create a Memorial Hall. Al-
most immediately, the city began 
to negotiate with the Storer Post 
about taking over their lease and 
sharing the building as both a li-
brary and an exhibit hall. When 
the city was slow to renovate 
the building, the GAR sued the 
city and won $5,000 to break its 
lease.

• After paying off the Storer 
Post, the city took over the lease 
on the Academy for a library. 
They gutted it, and rebuilt the 
interior for about $5,500. A glass 
skylight was added to illuminate 
the interior. The PPL occupied 
the building in 1896, purchased 
it officially in 1906 and stayed 
until the new library building 
opened on Parrott Ave. in 2006. 
There have been only six city li-
brarians in that entire time.

• Meanwhile, one doctor after 
another occupied an office that 
had been added to the old Mor-
ton house next door. By the early 
20th century, after many owners 
and many tenants, the house was 
purchased by the Benedict fam-
ily. One of their renters turned 
the doctor’s office into “Miriam’s 
Tea Room” in the 1920s. The 
house included a dentist’s office 
in the 1930s.

• In 1949 the Morton-Bene-
dict House was sold at auction 
and by 1950 the ivy-covered 
brick residence was unoccupied. 
By this time the library next door 
was severely overcrowded and 
looking to expand.

• In 1951 the city purchased 
the Morton-Benedict House 

as the library “annex” and a few 
years later linked it to the Acad-
emy building with a one-story 
brick addition. The architect also 
created an opaque glass floor in 
the center of the Academy build-
ing that allowed light from the 
skylight to filter down to the first 
floor of the library.

• In 1966 a local historian dis-
covered evidence that the Ports-
mouth Academy was not de-
signed by the famous architect 
Charles Bulfinch. The story was 
front-page news. Librarian Dor-
othy Vaughan continued to in-
sist that Bulfinch might have vis-
ited Portsmouth or inspired the 
design. The documents proving 
that Nutter designed the build-
ing were presented to the city 
librarian, but later disappeared. 
Luckily, the evidence had been 
photographed by architectural 
historian James Garvin, who be-
came curator of Strawbery Banke 
Museum. When the gold-leafed 
Bulfinch sign finally came down 
in the 1980s under city librar-
ian Sherman Pridham, journalist 
Ray Brighton praised the act as 
the killing of a “sacred cow” and 
the end of “one of Portsmouth’s 
most carefully nurtured delu-

sions.”
• In 1973 plans to expand the 

library proposed tearing down 
the two old buildings and replac-
ing them with a new modern li-
brary. Instead, in 1976 a $660,000 
renovation doubled the size of 
the connecting building, added 
10,000 square feet, created offic-
es and a children’s room, restored 
a circular staircase, and opened 
up the second floor balcony. The 
short-lived glass floor was re-
moved and the 19th-century 
skylight closed off. The redesign 
was largely supported by federal 
funds that required the city to 
abide by preservation guidelines 
during any future changes to the 
two historic buildings.

Soon the library was over-
crowded again. Local readers will 
recall the long, sometimes con-
tentious search for a new library 
site. Plans to repurpose the 1895 
Cottage Hospital near the ren-
ovated City Hall fell flat in the 
mid-1990s. Then, despite a small 
vocal group of protestors, the city 

built an expansive new high-tech 
Portsmouth Public Library near 
the South Mill Pond. The histor-
ic move to the new location after 
110 years opens a world of possi-
bilities for the proposed Cultural 
Center. If the energy and dollars 
can be found, these two historic 
buildings will serve the commu-
nity once more.

4
SOURCES: Vertical files at 

Portsmouth Public Library, pri-
vate interviews and draft copy 
( January 2008) of “Historic 
Site Report for the Portsmouth 
Academy Building and Morton-
Benedict House,” by Laura B. 
Driemeyer, Ph.D., Architectural 
Historian, Preservation Compa-
ny.

4
Copyright © 2008 by J. Den-

nis Robinson, all rights reserved. 
Robinson is the owner and editor 
of SeacoastNH.com and the au-
thor of the newly released book 
Strawbery Banke: A Seaport Mu-
seum 400 Years in the Making. 

There are some signs of deferred maintenance at the old library complex, but 
there’s life in it yet.

This photo from a city report of the 1950’s shows the then-recent one-story brick structure connecting the two 
buildings, as well as the new skylight.
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The Ethanol Scam

by Jim Hightower

Widely-reported fact Num-
ber One: our country fac-

es a growing health care crisis, 
that leaves 47 million Americans 
with no health insurance—an in-
crease of 7 million people since 
the year 2000. 

Little-reported related fact: 
the health care crisis not only af-
fects the uninsured, but also the 
growing number of insured fam-

ilies who find themselves paying 
more and more money for poli-
cies that deliver less and less care. 
Out-of-pocket costs for health 
coverage is skyrocketing—some 
61 million Americans are now 
in families that will spend more 
than 10 percent of their incomes 
on medical costs this year, accord-
ing to a recent report by Fami-
lies USA, a nonpartisan advocacy 
group. That’s a jump of nearly 20 
million people since 2000, and 

the vast majority of them have 
insurance. More astonishing is 
the finding that nearly 18 million 
Americans are in families now 
paying more than 25 percent of 
their incomes on health costs.

Widely-reported fact Number 
Two: credit card debt continues 
to pile upon the backs of Ameri-
can families, and there’s now a 
worrisome surge in the number 
of serious delinquencies and de-
faults.

Little-reported related fact: 
more and more financially-
squeezed families have been pay-
ing their ever-rising health care 
bills with their credit cards.

These interrelated facts explain 
why American voters are telling 
pollsters and politicians that ac-
cess to affordable health care is 
their number one domestic con-
cern in this year’s elections. Not 
only does a large majority want 
the federal government to guar-

antee that every American has 
health coverage, but sixty percent 
of the people say they are will-
ing to pay higher taxes to get it 
done.

For information and action on 
health care reform, call Families 
USA: 202-628-3030.

4
Copyright 2008 by Jim Hight-

ower & Associates. Contact Laura 
Ehrlich (laura@jimhightower.com) 
for more information.

by William Marvel

Six years ago next New Year’s 
Eve I trundled up to Berlin to 

buy a new car. I was looking for 
a van that would serve as an eco-
nomical camper for my research 
trips, and fuel efficiency posed a 
major consideration even before 
George Bush and his oil buddies 
had manipulated gasoline pric-
es skyward. After several hours 
with a salesman whose breath 
and demeanor suggested that 
he was suffering from a pound-
ing hangover, I finally drove away 
in a 2002 Dodge Caravan with 
a four-cylinder engine, Model 
eC—which apparently indicates 
“economy.” I’ve never seen anoth-
er of that model, and it stumped 
the town clerk who tried to find 
its value in the price guide.

The van was rated as getting 19 
miles per gallon in the city and 
27 on the highway, but I figure 
my mileage at every tank and I 
can’t remember ever getting less 
than 26. I accelerate slowly, an-

ticipate stoplights, and seldom 
exceed 60. Traveling alone on 
long trips during hot summer 
months, with all but the front 
seats stripped from the van, I’ve 
gotten as much as 35 m.p.g. on 
several consecutive tanks. Rarely 
does it fall below 30—and usu-
ally when I’m tortured by serial 
construction projects that create 
miles-long traffic jams, like the 
slothful repair of a single bridge 
on Interstate 91 at Greenfield, 
Mass.

Last week I returned from a 
16-day tour of manuscript repos-
itories in New York, Ohio, Mich-
igan, Indiana, Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. Remember-
ing the choice spots for cheap gas 
from previous trips, I mapped 
out my refueling stops ahead of 
time, only to be foiled by bizarre 
price increases that seemed unre-
lated to anything but calculated 
greed.

My van can travel for 600 
miles between stations, allow-
ing me to fill up at a bargain-

rate store in Tilton and bypass 
tax-inflated gas the entire length 
of New York and northwestern 
Pennsylvania. Or I can refill at 
Bennington, Vt., and make it to 
Toledo, where I found the low-
est-priced fuel of my entire trip 
last year.

This time, while I paid only 
$2.62 in Tilton and $2.69 in 
Bennington, gasoline in Ohio 
had jumped as high as $3.05, so I 
got just enough to get me to Ann 
Arbor, Mich., where one Mobil 
station was charging $3.39. Lo-
cals said the prices had spiked at 
the end of summer and again just 
after Labor Day. With much re-
lief, then, I found a “mid-grade” 
gas in Missouri and Kansas be-
low $2.59. Only afterward did 
I notice that this was ethanol-
laced fuel, and I only noticed it 
because my mileage immediately 
began plummeting.

Over the course of the trip, my 
van got 32.44 miles to the gallon. 
Excluding the two tanks of eth-
anol, the average was 33.91. To-

gether, though, the two tanks of 
gas with up to 10 percent etha-
nol yielded only 29.31 and 26.35 
miles per gallon respectively: 
the more ethanol-laced gaso-
line my tank contained, the low-
er my mileage fell. I suspect that 
26.35 represented the mileage of 
straight “mid-grade” ethanol, but 
even the average of 28.48 on the 
two tanks reflects a 16-percent 
drop from 33.91.

“Mid-grade” gas with etha-
nol was priced less than 2 per-
cent below regular unleaded, so 
a 16-percent drop in gas mile-
age leaves the ethanol user pay-
ing considerably more per mile 
for ethanol than for pure gaso-
line. Worse yet, a 16-percent de-
crease in efficiency with 10-per-
cent ethanol means that ethanol 
not only fails to extend mileage, 
but significantly reduces the effi-
ciency of the gasoline with which 
it is mixed, causing more gaso-
line consumption and more car-
bon emissions, rather than less. If 
my real mileage with 10-percent 

ethanol was the lower figure of 
26.35 m.p.g. (and I think it was), 
then the real impact of ethanol is 
actually more than a 22-percent 
reduction in fuel economy—with 
a commensurate increase in car-
bon emissions.

I had breakfast with my sis-
ter-in-law in Nebraska., where 
she uses the slightly cheaper 
ethanol habitually. She had nev-
er checked her mileage, but she 
recently had to have the fuel in-
jectors in her relatively new car 
cleaned out, suggesting another 
disadvantage of using gasoline 
mixed with corn liquor.

Ethanol is nonetheless all the 
rage in the Midwest. Traversing 
Illinois, I passed a construction 
site with a red, white, and blue 
sign advertising the future home 
of a 100-million-gallon ethanol 
plant for “Patriot Fuels.” Like ev-
eryone from George W. Bush to 
your local automobile dealer, the 
ethanol lobby finds patriotism a 
convenient cover for scamming 
the public.
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Moving Pictures
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by Rodman Philbrick

Now that the primary freak 
show has finally vacated 

our igneous state, taking with it 
such memorable if minor char-
acters as the Conventional Wis-
dom Trio (Brokaw, Broder, vo-
cals, and Russert thumping the 
tub), life will surely get back to 
abnormal. Or maybe not. Best 
not to think too deeply about the 
vagaries of the democratic pro-
cess. Best to pile some more bal-
lots on the fire, pour a stiff bro-
mide, and settle in for a slate of 
classic—and not so classic—po-
litical comedies.

The Great McGinty. Yeah, yeah, 
for those of you who occupy one 
of the more recent generations, 
the phrase “Great McGinty” 
probably sounds like an old ad for 
beef stew, or maybe a new ad for 
old beef stew. But the McGinty 
in question is a hobo recruited to 
stuff the ballot box for a corrupt 
(is there any other kind?) politi-
cal machine. He does so well that 

the bosses decide to run him for 
office. Whereupon, for one brief 
shining instant, McGinty dis-
covers he has that inconvenient 
thing, a soul. What happens next 
is more clever, and the dialogue 
more witty than, say, all network 
shows ever written combined, 
with American Gladiator and 
Monday Night Football thrown 
in for free. Preston Sturges won 
a well-deserved Oscar for Best 
Writing, Original Screenplay by 
supplying lines like: “If it wasn’t 
for graft you’d get a very low type 
of people in politics—men with-
out ambition.”

While we’re mired in all those 
wonderfully subtle shades of a 
black-and-white past, don’t for-
get Born Yesterday, the Garson 
Kanin play-turned-film. You 
know, Broderick Crawford as 
the goon tycoon who drops by 
Washington to buy a few con-
gressmen, his wacky wife Judy 
Holliday, and one of the most 
famous—and still funny—card 
games ever to smack the big 

screen on its goofy kisser. It’s 
like Jack Abramoff with a better 
hat—and much better writers.

The President’s Analyst hasn’t 
been heard from lately—not 
since they took him away in a 
tight white jacket, but once upon 
a time James Coburn had a blast 
as the president’s go-to-guy for 
mental aberrations. This was in 
1967, when Hollywood fell in 
love (again) with that sassy slut, 
satire, and Coburn and his pals 
(Arte Johnson, Godfrey Cam-
bridge, and Barry “Eve of De-
struction” McGuire) reveled in 
what would become a cult clas-
sic by making fun of every three-
lettered government agency, as 
well as the presidency itself. And 
all before Jon Stewart graduated 
from kindergarten.

Bullworth concerns a burned 
out, life-weary politician who 
arranges his own assassination—
no, not Fred Thompson—and 
then unleashes his inner rap star, 
connecting with young voters as 
he rediscovers a reason to live, or 

at least to rhyme badly. Sort of 
an “Audacity of Hope” you can 
dance to, if you like spinning 
around on your pointy little head 
and gesturing with your un-
tied Nikes. Surely this is what is 
missing from the Edwards cam-
paign—a bumpin’ soundtrack 
and lots of rude language. Not to 
mention Halle Berry as the ob-
ject of Warren Beatty’s lunatic 
desire.

Dick features Don Hedaya as 
the best Nixon ever (sorry An-
thony Hopkins) and Will Fer-
rell as the best Bob Woodward 
ever (a huge improvement, ac-
tually) and, hey we’re on a roll 
here, Harry Shearer as the best 
G.Gordon Liddy ever, and—
don’t take this the wrong way—
Kirsten Dunst as the best Deep 
Throat ever. Kirsten and fellow 
airhead Michelle Williams meet 
cute with Tricky Dick, who takes 
a shine to the ditzy duo, and they 
become unleashed dog-walkers 
for the president’s pooch. No, 
not Henry Kissinger, Check-

ers. Meanwhile they’re feeding 
tasty Watergate tidbits to the 
Washington Post. It’s all harm-
less, presidency-destroying fun, 
and more laughs than Karl Rove 
with a rubber crutch.

American Dreamz is perhaps 
a bit too recent to fit into the 
“classic” category, but it has the 
advantage of blowing up Hugh 
Grant, the Simon Cowell stand-
in for a contrived talent show, 
and it has a Dennis (Quaid, not 
Kucinich) as a befuddled Ameri-
can president who appears on the 
show in an attempt to raise his—
and the shows—ratings. Plus, it 
has Nashua-born hottie Man-
dy Moore in a starring role, and 
Boston native Jennifer Coolidge 
is much, much funnier than Cal-
vin Coolidge, even on his best 
days.

The Madness of King George. 
You’re right. Not even slight-
ly amusing. Throw another bal-
lot on the fire and pass me the 
booze, it’s going to be a long, 
long election year. 

What a Difference 
A Day Makes

To the Editor:
It’s time the political analysts, 

pundits and news shows start 
taking a wider sampling of the 
electorate before they come up 
with such bogus, contradictory 
surprise results. So far Hucka-
bee and McCain were on life 
support, Thompson was the re-
incarnation of Reagan, and the 
National Leaders Clinton and 
Guilaini should be on the verge 
of withdrawal after 1 caucus and 
1 primary result. 

We were told that anyone poll-
ing below 15% in Iowa would 
also sway the outcome, and we 
get not even of blip of votes af-
ter the three top Democrats. 
Last night’s Independents went 
to McCain as well as Barack, 
in opposition of the prediction 
Obama would get the lion’s share 
of that group. 

Journalists consistently are 
making the error of judgment by 
making the news instead of re-
porting it, and in their passion 
and zeal of livelihood, and thirst 
for a thrilling election series, are 
drawing conclusions on ques-
tionably valid assessments. The 
great damage here is that it could 
possibly sway current voters in 
their decision making process, 
and sour the appeal of candidates 
who haven’t gotten a vote chance 
in their home state and region.

The polling services and news 
shows need to expand either their 
research or their margin of error, 
thus toning down their “glob-
al” conclusions of a candidates 
chance. Last night New Hamp-
shire said it was fed up with tell-
ing them that Mrs. Clinton, the 
national polling leader for the 
Democrats, was near dead. Poll-
sters and journalists need to set 
their standard higher than that 

of our local weatherman.
David DiBello
Lakewood NJ

4
Yet Another Country 

Heard From
To the Editor:
Well done, New Hampshire, 

for voting for Hillary Clinton.
In November 1990 Mary Rob-

inson was voted the first woman 
president of Ireland.

Although the Irish presiden-
cy is a non-executive role, this 
historic appointment had a re-
markable effect on the women of 
Ireland. A woman had crashed 
through the glass ceiling and 
taken the highest honour in the 
land, taking with her the dreams 
and hopes of every Irish woman. 
Suddenly, we appeared to walk 
taller and prouder, we gained a 
confidence and self-belief that 
formed the backbone of the now-
famous Celtic tiger and we have 

not looked back.
America now has the same 

wonderful opportunity. I be-
lieve that by voting Hillary Clin-
ton into the White House every 
woman in your country will share 
in her triumph and experience 
that same new found respect and 
self-belief that the women of Ire-
land were privileged to embrace. 
It is an exciting time, a time of 
hope and incredible potential. 
A time for women to grasp this 
golden opportunity to change 
the future for themselves, their 
daughters and their granddaugh-
ters.

Congratulations New Hamp-
shire on leading the way!

Geraldine Swarbrigg

Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.
Ireland.
Geraldine:
Would that we shared your en-

thusiasm.
The Editor

4
A Few Random Thoughts on a 

Snowbound New Years Day:
To the Editor:
I just read, in the Dec. 14th is-

sue of the New Hampshire Ga-
zette, Rodman Philbrick’s review 
of the new movie, The Golden 
Compass. I think that Rodman 
left out the most important as-
pect of this new movie. The 

Hate Mail, &c.
to next page
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Catholic League has called for a 
boycott. Oh my! Apparently the 
price of admission to this movie 
is your soul. Do not watch this 
movie, especially you teenag-
ers out there. Do not watch this 
movie!

Why do the Republicans even 
bother with a primary? George 
Bush said that the Bible God 
wanted him to run for president. 
And we know this must be true 
because Bush was not elected by 
the voters, and some mysteri-
ous force impregnated all those 
chads down in Florida. Since 
Bush was obviously anointed by 
the Bible God, and all the Re-
publicans have a personal rela-
tionship with this same God (ex-
cept maybe Mitt), why don’t they 
just get together in a prayer cir-
cle, holding hands, and let God 
decide? Perhaps they could get 
Pastor Ted Haggard to lead them 
in this quest.

Even though everyone knows 
that the Bible God is a Repub-
lican, the Dems are doing some 
first rate religious pandering of 
their own. Why does this remind 
me of Michael Dukakis riding 
around in a tank? Oh well. Jerry 
Falwell once pointed out that his 
God does not hear the prayers of 
Jews, so I am wondering if this 
God hears the prayers of Dems?

I am also wondering what 

Hillary, who has girded her loins 
with a quiver full of Bible verses 
and is slinging them to and fro, 
thinks of this lovely verse, “Let a 
woman learn in silence with all 
submission. And I do not permit 
a woman to teach or have author-
ity over a man, but to be in si-
lence.” (1 Timothy, 2:11-12) Or, 
“For man is the image and glory 
of God, but woman is the glory 
of man.” (1 Corinthians, 11:7) 

And one more thought. If 
Dennis Kucinich wins the nomi-
nation from the voters, will the 
Democratic Leadership Council 
allow him to debate the Republi-
can nominee?

Gary Walker
Campton, NH
Gary:
Thank you for demonstrating 

once again the wisdom of The Bard: 
“The devil can cite Scripture for his 
purpose.” (The Merchant of Ven-
ice, Act 1, Scene 3).

The Editor
4

Think of the Children!
To the Editor:
My name is Zabrina and I am 

a concerned mother. I have been 
a Ron Paul supporter for many 
months now and John McCain’s 
“100 year long” remark about the 
Iraq war has shown me I am not 
wrong in my support. 

I have four children, three of 
them being sons. I carried them 
for nine months and have taken 
care of them their entire young 
lives. John McCain wants to in-
crease the number of men in the 
military by, I think, 100,000. And 
he wants to send more troops to 
Iraq, against the wishes of most 
Americans, Republican or Dem-
ocrat. My concern is where does 
he plan to recruit more young 
people? Or does he plan to re-
cruit them at all or just reinstate 

the draft? 
I would die for my country, 

proudly while singing our Na-
tional Anthem, but I would kill 
for my children, without blink-
ing and without hesitation. No 
person or government will ever 
take my children from me. So I 
encourage all people, from ev-
ery walk of life to support Ron 
Paul for President. He is the only 
hope for our children to live in 
peace.

A Very Concerned Mother,
Zabrina Sisemore
Ranger, West Virginia

4
Beware of Wolves 

To the Editor:
Knowing their candidate is 

being unlawfully excluded from 
the Faux News debate, and faced 
with the reality that their nation 
is being swept into the globalistic 
vacuum of a One World Order, a 
massive nation wide youth base 
supporting Presidential Can-
didate Dr. Ron Paul seem de-
termined to do the right thing 
whatever the cost. Inspired by 
Dr. Paul’s vision to close our U.S. 
Borders (“Hope For America”), 
their efforts to preserve our na-
tion and restore our Constitution, 
by raising over $12 million is baf-
fling the skeptics. What compels 
them? A knowledge of the dan-
ger of fascism and the ability to 
recognize a wolf in sheep’s cloth-
ing. They realize that Ameri-
ca may soon find itself embrac-
ing “Tax Hike Mike” Huckabee, 
along with his scary friends and 
advisers from the Council on 
Foreign Relations. These wise 
youth haven’t forgotten the chill-
ing words from Mike Huckabee’s 
buddy George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush, whose reason for 
going into Iraq included “fur-
thering the goals of the New 

World Order.” Theirs is not a 
false illusion of winning, only a 
strong hope, and an even stronger 
message; they will not bow down 
to the beast (centralized govern-
ment)! Just because a man wears 
Southern Baptist Minister [sic] 
on his sleeve, it doesn’t make him 
a Christian any more than sitting 
in a donut shop makes you a do-
nut. So before going to the polls, 
the Christian community might 
be wise to reflect on the story of 
Little Red Riding Hood once 
again, and beware of wolves! 

Christine Estep
Iron Station, NC
Christine:
We had not noticed that the Rev. 

Huckabee’s haberdashery was so 
flamboyant.

The Editor
4

Kucinich: 
A Vote for American Values
To the Editor:
I am encouraging New Hamp-

shire citizens to use your voice 
and the power of your vote to 
help elect someone who truly has 
your interests at heart. Vote Den-
nis Kucinich on January 8th. 

If you want a real end to the 
war in Iraq, vote for Dennis Ku-
cinich. He is the only Democrat-
ic candidate who has consistent-
ly opposed the Iraq War and its 
funding and has a plan to bring 
the troops home now.

If you are concerned about the 
cost and availability of health 
care, then vote for Dennis Ku-
cinich. He is the only candidate 
that proposes not-for-profit, uni-
versal health care. Think about 
the contradiction inherent in a 
system that demands profit be 
made by restricting health ser-
vices. This is the system we have 
now and the system that all the 
other candidates will maintain.

If you are concerned about 
the loss of our civil liberties and 
the rule of law, vote for Dennis 
Kucinich. He is the only candi-
date who voted against the Pa-
triot Act which allowed sweep-

ing search and surveillance pow-
ers on American citizens. While 
eliminating privacy rights for in-
dividuals, the Patriot Act creat-
ed more government secrecy and 
eliminated the checks and bal-
ances that made sure these pow-
ers were not abused. Dennis also 
voted against renewing the Patri-
ot Act. Dennis Kucinich would 
make certain that our rights were 
restored and overturn the Patriot 
Act.

If you want to defend our Con-
stitution, believe that we were 
lied to when we were led into 
the Iraq war, and want account-
ability, then vote for Dennis Ku-
cinich. He has introduced articles 
of Impeachment into the U.S. 
Congress against Vice President 
Dick Cheney for telling those 
lies, which have cost the death of 
over 3900 U.S. soldiers and over 
1,000,000 Iraqi civilians, and for 
the lies Dick Cheney told to try 
to start a war with Iran. Dennis 
Kucinich believes that it is the 
duty of the members of the U.S. 
Congress to uphold their oaths 
of office and defend the Consti-
tution by initiating an investiga-
tion into these impeachable of-
fenses.

If you believe that the corpo-
rations in this country have too 
much power over our elections, 
our laws and our economy, vote 
for Dennis Kucinich. Dennis has 
taken no money from corporate 
lobbyists for his election cam-
paign. Dennis is the only can-
didate who favors withdrawing 
from NAFTA and the WTO 
and wants to give the American 
people a full employment econ-
omy. He has introduced legisla-
tion into the U.S. Congress to re-
build our national infrastructure, 
control the cost of oil and refocus 
our policies on sustainabililty for 
the good of our country and the 
planet. 

If you believe that our country 
has been taken away from us, its 
citizens, by the powerful, wealthy 
elite, I quote Dennis Kucinich, 
“Give me your vote and I’ll give 
your country back to you!”

Barbara Hilton
Portsmouth, NH

4
Blackwater, Black Deeds

To the Editor:
It comes as no surprise to this 

writer (a seven-year North Caro-
lina resident) that “Blackwater” 
calls North Carolina home. If 
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there ever was a state of lawless-
ness, in my opinion, North Caro-
lina is the epitome of it, in more 
ways than one. Blackwater is a 
disgrace to every American val-
ue we should hold dear. They’re 
more than an embarrassment, 
they’ve shamed all America be-
fore the whole world.

And yet, they remain in busi-
ness. That’s because our weak-
kneed, corrupt U.S. Congress 
is too impotent, unprincipled, 
tainted itself, and too concerned 
with feathering its own nest, to 
worry about a few civilians in a 
far away desert.

I’m sorry to see that the re-
sults of the New Hampshire Pri-
mary gave every indication that 
the majority of NH voters want 
more of the same, and that’s ex-
actly what we’ll have with either 
McCain or Clinton as the next 
President.

David Snell
Sylva, NC (formerly of New-

ton Junction, NH)
4

Beware Clinton
To the Editor:
The details of what follows are 

laid out specifically in pages 240 
through 249 in the recent book, 
Her Way, the biography of Hill-
ary Clinton by New York Times 
reporters Jeff Gerth and Don 
Van Natta, Jr. 

Senator Clinton’s vote on 
10/10/02 in the U.S. Senate re-
veals either deceit and negligence 
or both. Senator Clinton claims 
that she cast her vote on the best 
information she had available. 
But she did not and it appears 
she knows that.

Furthermore, she continued to 
promote the lie of Bush/Cheney 
that Saddam was connected 
to 9/11 and al Qaeda. Any in-
formed intelligent person knew 
just the opposite, that Saddam 
and al Qaeda mutually despised 
each other. 

It appears that the Senator 
from NY, wanted to vote for 
the war and to show her resolve 
against terrorism. But she did it 
by refusing to look at the best in-
formation and is apparently mis-
leading us that she did.

The vote on 10/10/02 on Iraq 
was one of the most, if not the 
most, critical Congressional 
choices of our time—and Sena-
tor Clinton chose the path of 
political expediency. She failed, 
consciously, to review the Clas-

sified National Intelligence Es-
timate (NIE) even after Senator 
Bob Graham pleaded with her 
and her Senate colleagues to go 
up to the 4th floor before voting 
on the resolution. She did not 
read the NIE and was not ful-
ly apprised of the facts and the 
doubts.

In addition, Senator Clinton 
did not support Senator Carl 
Levin’s two-step proposal that 
would have brought the war res-
olution back to the Senate for a 
second vote before military ac-
tion could commence. She now 
claims that she voted to give 
Bush the choice to settle only 
with diplomacy without military 
action. But, if she truly support-
ed this approach she would have 
voted for the Levin amendment. 

Paul Zamarian, Attorney
Santa Rosa, California

4
Ron Paul Scores 

Second Victory in NH
To the Editor:
Let it be understood that Ron 

Paul is not just the modern day 
Thomas Jefferson, he is also the 
political “Neo” from the movie 
Matrix. He is leading the way 
out of this tyranny. Do you re-
call how many battles Neo had 
to fight with the same entity and 
how many times he had to win to 
finally succeed in his goal?

Let us embrace these immor-
tal words from Thomas Jeffer-
son: “I have sworn upon the altar 
of God, eternal hostility against 
every form of tyranny over the 
mind of man.”

In Iowa, Paul finished just a 
few percentage points out of 
3rd place and clearly beat Fred 
Thompson. Why is this a vic-
tory? It is victory because more 
and more people are moving out 
of The Matrix. More and more 
people have shattered the tyran-
ny that has been playing in their 
minds all their lives. 

I submit to you that the me-
dia has been doing its level best 
to present to the public that Ron 
Paul almost does not exist and 
therefore he can’t win. I am not 
asking you to believe in any se-
cret conspiracy here on the con-
trary I am asking you to view 
that which is and nothing more. 
Did Fox News hold a debate/fo-
rum and exclude Ron Paul from 
it even though they invited Rudy 
Giuliani and Fred Thompson, 
two people that Paul has bested 

in Iowa? During the daily news 
cast regarding Election 2008 do 
you see Ron Paul’s picture even 
1/10th of the time you see Rudy, 
Fred, Mitt, John or Mike’s? How 
about when the results come in 
does the media typically stop at 
the candidate who finished just 
in front of Paul?

What is the effect upon most 
peoples’s minds when they see 
only the media-adorned can-
didates and not Ron Paul? Is it 
“who is Ron Paul?” Is it “I like 
Ron Paul but he can’t win?” Is 
it “the media bosses will not let 
Ron Paul win?”

We have covered the tyranny 
upon the mind that is accom-
plished by ignoring, so let’s cover 
just a little of the attack tyran-
ny. How does that tyranny upon 
the mind work? All you have to 
do is find a negative piece of in-
formation and keep chewing on 
it like a dog chews his bone. In 
this case, what did the media do? 
They found a newsletter penned 
under Paul’s name by some ghost 
writer that had racial comments 
within. Paul rejects the com-
ments as not being his and takes 
responsibility for not proofing 
the newsletter before it went out. 
Even though there is no record 
anywhere of Paul ever uttering a 
racist comment some of the me-
dia keep pounding the drum in-
ferring Paul is a racist. Some of 
them even pretend they like Paul. 
They say things like “well, if it is 
not true, why doesn’t he tell ev-
eryone who the writers were, 
and why was he associated with 
them,” &c., ad nauseam.

Ron Paul’s position is that rac-
ism is the ugliest form of collec-
tivism and that our court system 
and penal systems punish blacks 
disproportionately to white of-
fenders regarding the drug laws, 
and therefore we should abolish 
the war on drugs. Which other 
candidate brings that to the ta-
ble?

How in the world can anyone 
not recognize the clear victory in 
Iowa of the Ron Paul campaign 
for President? In spite of the 
media-given millions of dollars 
in campaign coverage to those 
who would enslave us and rule 
us as masters, Ron Paul has bro-

ken into the top tier by beating 
Thompson in New Hampshire 
and Giuliani in Iowa. But just 
like Neo in the Matrix, we have 
to remember that we must win 
time and time again and we must 
never falter in our pursuit of fi-
nal victory. That victory means 
liberty.

Thanks for another Victory 
Ron Paul

Mike Benoit
[Somewhere Outside the Real-

ity-Based Community—The Ed]
4

Class Warfare
To the Editors:
It’s a shame that fighter pilots 

have to fly in 1980s-era planes, 
but it’s OK for 1960s-era C-
130E planes to fly because their 
pilots are lower caste, and they 
have enlisted crewmembers.

Then come helicopter pi-
lots … Of course the main duty 
of helicopter crews in the Air 
Force, since Vietnam, is rescu-
ing downed fighter pilots—thus 
risking several enlisted crew 
members to find and bring back 
an Academy-educated (and, of-
ten, grad school) jock. The Israeli 
Air Force, on the other hand, lets 
19 year olds fly F-16s!

Chris Lane Gray
Monticello, AR
Chris:
How shocking that you—an Air 

Force career man and Vietnam 
vet—should have the effrontery 
to write such things. What is this 
world coming to?

The Editor
4

Independents Day for 
Hillary Clinton

To the Editor:
Hillary Clinton’s campaign of 

inevitability has collided with 
historical American reality. 
American voters are instinctive-

ly annoyed by pretentious poli-
ticians in general, and especially 
those with a sense of political 
entitlement. When spin-with-
the-wind arrogance is added to 
the mix, only losing integrity be-
comes inevitable. 

Sure, America’s electorate is 
sometimes fickle, blind and gull-
ible. However, we’re never gen-
uinely stupid. Since the found-
ing of our country, inside every 
American is an Independent 
activist. Having discovered that 
Democrats and Republicans are 
the left and right wings of a rot-
ting bird, the proponents of spe-
cial interest status quo gover-
nance will face future electoral 
cremations. 

Despite some early dysfunc-
tion and distractions, being an 
Independent voter has increas-
ingly become this century’s best 
option in national and local poli-
tics. Truly democratic common 
sense governance focused on 
“We the People” is the core belief 
of this reemerging political force 
rooted in our nation’s creation. 
Autocratic bureaucracies, corpo-
rate manipulation, and special 
interest agendas are the poisons 
being purged by this century’s 
patriots of democracy. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, in-
cluding several of her Republican 
contemporaries, has become the 
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NATIONAL
Anti-War Activists Occupy 

Hillary Clinton’s HQ on 
Eve of Iowa Caucus

dc.indymedia.org
On the eve of the Iowa Presi-

dential Caucus, 10 Washington, 
D.C., Northern Virginia and 
Baltimore area peace activists 
visited Sen. Hillary Clinton’s na-
tional headquarters in Arlington, 
Virginia. The nonviolent protest, 
featuring a mock coffin and the 
reading of Iraqi and American 
names killed in the more than 
five years of war and military oc-
cupation in Iraq.

While the protest was going 
on, we learned that several of our 
brothers and sisters with Season 
of Discontent: A Presidential 
Occupation Project, were arrest-
ed in the Des Moines, Iowa offic-
es of Republican candidate Mitt 
Romney and Democratic can-
didate Barack Obama. This new 
round of the Occupation Proj-
ect has been largely organized by 
Voices for Creative Nonviolence 
(VCNV).

There were no arrests during 
our action. We hand-delivered 
two letters to Hillary, and asked 
politely to speak with a staff 
member. We were denied that 
meeting and the inner doors of 
the office building were barred 
to us. While we began reading 
names of American and Iraq-
is killed in the illegal and im-
moral war (between the inner 
and outer doors), security began 
placing large pieces of cardboard 
in around the inner doors, pre-
venting many young staffers in-

side from seeing us and our signs 
pleading with Clinton to cease 
funding war and immediately 
begin withdrawing U.S. forces 
from Iraq. After nearly an hour 
of this, we spoke with the police 
and then a staffer who spoke with 
us earlier. She said the letters and 
our verbal concerns would be 
conveyed to Hillary.

Needless to say, we don’t think 
our letters will receive a response, 
and the use of cardboard to block 
our point of view was disappoint-
ing and quite revealing about the 
Clinton campaign. Now we will 
continue to resist the war ma-
chine and continue to speak 
truth to power! 

4
The Latest Battle in the 
War Against the Poor

Mumia Abu-Jamal
hm.indymedia.org
For a growing number of peo-

ple all across the country, homes 
are becoming an endangered 
species. In many cities, the forc-
es of gentrification are weighing 
not only on home-buyers, but on 
renters, for as the price of hous-
ing properties increases, so does 
the price of rental properties in a 
market that is bursting through 
the roof. But, for many, the bub-
ble has burst.

Just as Congress made bank-
ruptcy more difficult to obtain, 
the adjustable rate mortgage 

(ARM), industry has garnered 
billions from young folks eager 
and willing to join the ranks of 
property owners. But, like the 
spring-loaded top of a mouse-
trap, the ARMs snapped shut, 
and as sub prime lenders now 
depart the market, its effects are 
rippling throughout the econo-
my.

In a sense, there is a perverse 
logic to this gambit, for it comes 
just as the national economy be-
gan to adjust to the de-indus-
trialization of big cities, which 
spelled the end of good paying 
[working class] jobs for a gener-
ation. For a brief moment, there 
seemed to be a window of hope 
offering affordable homes for 
many folks who thought it was 
beyond their reach. As soon as 
they reached for the brass ring, 
however, the booby-trap popped 
up: foreclosure.

In Buffalo, the city plans to raze 
over 5,000 abandoned houses, 
relics from a time when the city 
was a magnet for manufacturing. 
In Philadelphia, North, South, 
and West Philadelphia renters 
are being squeezed to make room 
for yuppies, and homes, when 
they are built, are for buyers, not 
renters. In New York City, hom-
eowners are spending between 
30%-to-50% of their income to 
pay for the mortgage. The pric-
es, even of rents, drives people 
from Manhattan, from Brook-
lyn and from Queens, into the 
Bronx. In San Francisco, homes 
for the poor are becoming rarer 
and rarer.

In cities across the country, 
working-class Blacks are being 
forced, by the inability to make 
ends meet, to leave the cities of 
their birth and familial memo-
ry. In South Philadelphia, rent-
er Victoria Fernandez, told a 
reporter for the Philadelphia 
Tribune that poor Black folks 
were on their own. “The govern-
ment don’t care about us,” she 
exclaimed. “We vote, but do we 
have a say? No.” Her family has 
lived in that city’s Black commu-
nity for generations, but the city 
looks to young, white entrepre-
neurial types, or students, to buoy 
the city’s taxes and fortunes. Vic-
toria Fernandez explains, “It ain’t 
never been fair for poor people. 
We’re drowning.”

In New York, the nation’s fi-
nancial capital (or capital of cap-
ital) foreclosures are becoming 
almost routine. Ismena Speliotis, 
executive director of New York 
Acorn Housing, described the 
conditions facing low-and mod-
erate income folks in the city, 
and of homeowners: “We’ve seen 
a huge increase in defaults and 
foreclosures in Brooklyn, in East 
New York, [and] East Flatbush.” 

This is the latest front in the 
continuing war against the poor. 
That it comes at a time when the 
nation’s political leaders have 
spent hundreds of billions of dol-
lars on a war that was as unnec-
essary as it was stupid, is nothing 
short of a crime against human-
ity. For what does it matter if the 
Dow Jones Average or the NAS-
DAQ is breaking new records, if 
homeowners are facing immi-
nent foreclosure, renters are flee-
ing cities, and both are facing the 
invisibility of homelessness? For 
whom is the economy working?

For the poor, it’s just another 

kind of war.
— Journalist and former Black 

Panther Party member Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, 53, is perhaps Amer-
ica’s best known political prisoner. 
He has been imprisoned on death 
row for 25 years after his conviction 
for killing a Philadelphia police of-
ficer in 1981, a crime for which he 
proclaims his innocence. His trial 
before a blatantly racist judge was 
a mockery of justice. Mumia’s case 
is known around the world and 
millions of people have demanded 
a new trial or his release. His case 
recently was heard before a three-
judge panel in Philadelphia. The 
outcome will either be a new trial 
or a new execution date.

4
More Than 235 Die in 2007, 

As Arizona Border Battle 
Heats Up 

arizona.indymedia.org 
For the fifth straight year the 

number of bodies recovered from 
the Arizona desert surpassed two 
hundred. While 235 bodies were 
recovered in calendar year 2007, 
the number who actually died 
was likely much higher, their 
bodies to lie in wake among the 
thousands of square miles of des-
ert along the migrant trail.

In 2007 the Pima County 
Medical Examiner’s Office had 
to open a new building in or-
der to cope with the volume of 
remains being recovered. While 
the majority of deaths occurred 
as the result of exposure to the 
elements, an increasing number 
resulted from trauma, including 
gunshot wounds. In spite of this 
humanitarian crisis, which Ari-
zona human rights groups such 
as the Coalición de Derechos 
Humanos (www.derechoshu-
manosaz.net) and No More 
Deaths (www.nomoredeaths.
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org) argue is a direct result of the 
militarization of the U.S./Mexi-
co border, border militarization 
and internal enforcement con-
tinue to grow.

On January 1st Arizona’s new 
employer sanctions law will go 
into effect, allowing the business 
license of any company found 
employing undocumented work-
ers to be revoked. Many fear 
this will provide another weap-
on to racist organizations like 
the Maricopa County Sheriff ’s 
Office (arizona.indymedia.org/
news/2007/11/70899.php), with 
which to target the state’s his-
panic community.

In Phoenix, the Pruitt’s 
Furniture Store boycott 
( a r i z o n a . i n d y m e d i a . o r g /
news/2007/11/70674.php) is en-
tering its third month. Week-
ly demonstrations there have 
grown more heated, as hundreds 
on both sides (www.barriozona.
com/pruitts_store_confrontan-
tion.html) of the immigration 
debate have squared off.

Construction continues on 
the San Pedro River border 
wall (arizona.indymedia.org/
news/2007/11/70978.php), in 
violation of 19 federal laws and a 
judicial restraining order. Earlier 
this month a constitutional chal-
lenge was thrown out of Feder-
al Court against the REAL ID 
Act, which provided the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security the 
authority to overrule the judicia-
ry and ignore all environmental, 
cultural and public input laws.

Near the border, fear-monger-
ing and profiteering continue (bs-
norrell.blogspot.com/2007/12/
spy-towers-fear-mongering-and.
html%22), as rural and indig-
enous communities are terror-
ized (arizona.indymedia.org/
news/2007/12/71026.php) by 
DHS surveillance cameras and 
an occupying army of Border Pa-
trol.

Meanwhile, the death toll of 
the U.S.’s deadly border policy 

continues to grow, with no end 
in sight. 

4
Winter Soldiers

www.ivaw.org/wintersoldier
This spring, Iraq Veterans 

Against the War (IVAW) is re-
vealing the reality of the U.S. oc-
cupation of Iraq and Afghani-
stan. In what will be history’s 
largest gathering of U.S. veterans 
who served in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, as well as Iraqi and Afghan 
survivors, eyewitnesses will share 
their experiences in a public in-
vestigation called Winter Sol-
dier: Iraq and Afghanistan.

Winter Soldiers, according to 
founding father Thomas Paine, 
are those who stand up for the 
soul of their country, even in its 
darkest hours. With this spir-
it in mind, IVAW members are 
standing up to make their expe-
riences available to all who are 
concerned about the direction of 
our country.

Unfortunately, this is not the 
first time America has needed 
its Winter Soldiers, in 1971, over 
one hundred members of Viet-
nam Veterans Against the War 
gathered in Detroit to share their 
stories with America. Atrocities 
like the My Lai massacre had ig-
nited popular opposition to the 
war, but political and military 
leaders insisted that such crimes 
were isolated exceptions. The 
members of VVAW knew differ-
ently.

Over three days in January, 
these soldiers testified on the 
systematic brutality they had 
seen visited upon the people of 

Vietnam. 
Over thirty years later, we find 

ourselves faced with a new war. 
But the lies are the same. Once 
again, American troops are sink-
ing into an increasingly bloody 
occupation. Once again, war 
crimes in places like Haditha, 
Fallujah, and Abu Ghraib have 
turned the public against the 
war. Once again, politicians and 
generals are blaming “a few bad 
apples” instead of examining the 
military policies that have de-
stroyed Iraq and Afghanistan.

Once again, our country needs 
Winter Soldiers. 

From March 13-16, 2008, 
Iraq Veterans Against the War 
will gather in our nation’s capi-
tal to break the silence and hold 
our leaders accountable for these 
wars. We hope you’ll join us, be-
cause ours is a story that every 
American needs to hear.

4
INTERNATIONAL

Shell To Sea Protesters 
Scale Government Building 
To Reach Minister’s Office
www.indymedia.ie 
A small group of Shell to Sea 

activists scaled the heights of the 
Department of Natural Resourc-
es today, to place a banner read-
ing “Protect Irish Natural Re-
sources” on the balcony outside 
Eamon Ryan’s office. 

Splitting into two small teams, 
the protesters used advice from 
GreenPeace to distract the secu-
rity and gain access to the Min-
ister’s top floor office and leave a 
message for him.

This action was carried out 

to bring to public attention the 
government’s support for every 
aspect of the Rossport pipeline/
refinery scheme, and the give-
away of Irish natural resources 
to multinational companies like 
Shell, with no lasting benefit for 
people in Ireland. The Green 
party have now had a full term 
of the Dáil to honour their elec-
tion promises, but sadly, their 
end of term report is is marked 
“Fail.”

None of the gas or oil in the 
wells off the western coast of Ire-
land will belong to the state, since 
the government still plans to give 
it all away for free to private 
companies. The recent changes to 
licensing agreements won’t apply 
to the eight billion euro Cor-
rib project, and don’t amount to 
a serious stake for the people of 
Ireland in their own natural re-
sources, 100 per cent of which is 
still being given away to compa-
nies like Shell and Statoil.

None of the money from these 
fossil fuels will be invested in re-
newable sources of energy like 
wind and wave power, and no 
thought has been given to the 
impact that the exploitation of 
these resources will have on cli-
mate change.

Áine, one of the Shell to Sea 
protestors, said “The govern-
ment’s supine support for the oil 
companies shows that they pri-
oritise the welfare of Shell share-
holders over the wellbeing of 
their own citizens. Shell are be-
ing allowed to keep all the gas 
and sell it to the highest bidder, 
almost certainly in Britain. The 

refining of 4 million euro worth 
of raw gas per day will clearly de-
grade the environment, both lo-
cally for the people of Mayo, and 
also in terms of carbon dioxide 
emissions when the gas is used. 
From an Irish point of view, we 
would be better off leaving the 
gas where it is, under the sea.”

Shell to Sea protestors have 
also pointed out that the gov-
ernment’s double talk on climate 
change can be clearly seen when 
they are supporting the construc-
tion of a raw gas refinery, and say 
they are hoping for further ex-
ploitation of fossil fuels in the 
Atlantic margin.

ÁÍne continued: “Until supply-
side solutions are put in place, the 
continuing exploitation of fos-
sil fuels will be adding to carbon 
dioxide emissions which is caus-
ing climate change. Any possible 
benefit from this is lost because 
the gas and oil are simply handed 
over to the big corporations. The 
people of Ireland will see no ad-
vantage, either environmental or 
financial, from their own gas and 
oil resources.”

“Meanwhile the corpora-
tions which will see huge profits 
from Irish resources, seek to use 
the cheapest and most danger-
ous way of exploiting them. Our 
government is happy to see lives 
of people in Ireland put at risk 
by the use of an onshore pipeline 
and refinery in Mayo, simply to 
maximise returns for Shell share-
holders.” 

Related Link: www.shelltosea.
com.

4



 Page 12 - The New Hampshire Gazette - January 11, 2008

The Good News: A Seacoast Citizens Calendar

Exhibit: “Room to Fly”
Reception: January 11, 5 – 7 p.m.

McGowan Fine Art Gallery
10 Hills Avenue, Concord, NH

“Room to Fly” will feature the distinc-
tive oil paintings of Katrina Balling. The 
small porcelain figurines she collects from 
flea markets are the focus of her works. 
These figurines are carefully chosen with 
an eye to their inherent individuality. They 
are the personification of the personali-
ties that we deal with on a daily basis. The 
rolled eyes, smug glances and sleepy looks 
are the faces of co-workers or loved ones. 
“Stinkfinger & Smellybelly” are reminis-
cent of the insufferable newly married 
couple. The two rabbit figurines exchange 
saccharin looks across the four-foot pan-
el as only a newly married couple can. It 
is set off by a high-gloss, hot pink back-
ground, which isolates these two figures in 
their own world. Show runs from Janu-
ary 8 to February 1, there is a snow date 
for the reception on January 18. For more 
information, call Sarah Chaffee at (603) 
225-2515 or visit www.mcgowanfineart.
com. 

4
Boston Celtic Music Fest 

Friday & Saturday, January 11 & 12
Various Locations 

Boston’s grassroots Celtic festival cel-
ebrates its fifth birthday this January 
with another full-sized offering of music 
and dance from the Irish, Scottish, Cape 
Breton and other Celtic traditions. Some 
of the Boston area’s finest Celtic fiddlers, 
flutists, accordionists, guitarists, vocal-
ists and other musicians — as well as a 
shoe-tapping array of dancers — will be 
featured during Boston Celtic Music Fest 
(BCMFest) Number 5. For a list of per-
formers & locations, visit bcmfest.com or 
call (617) 492-7679.

4
Deirdre McCullough Grunwald

Daffodil Dreamscapes
Reception, Sat., January 12, 2 - 4 p.m.

Whistler House Museum of Art
243 Worthen Street, Lowell

Deirdre McCullough Grunwald is a 
New England artist whose work appears 
in private and corporate collections. She 
is a member of the New England Wa-
tercolor Society, the Cambridge Art As-
sociation and the Arts League of Low-
ell. Her studio is located at the Brush 
Art Studio and Galleries. She majored in 
English Literature at Northeastern Uni-
versity in Boston, Massachusetts. Poetry, 
fantasy, imagination, and myth play an 
important role in her work. Some figura-
tive, and others rather abstract and spiri-
tual, her daffodil paintings are intuitive in 
that the purpose is realized as the creative 
process moves toward completion. By the 
time the painting is finished, the meaning 
is exposed. Recent paintings have a com-
bination of lilies, daffodils and other flow-
ers....but by and large the show looks like 
a veritable field of daffodils. Exhibit runs 
through February 16, 2008.

4
The Steep Canyon Rangers 

Benefit Concert
Saturday, January 19, 8 p.m.
Grace Fellowship Church

43 Main Street, Nashua, NH. 
The Steep Canyon Rangers of North 

Carolina, the International Bluegrass 
Music Association’s 2006 Emerging Art-
ists of the Year, will play a concert to ben-
efit the Nashua River Watershed Associa-
tion (NRWA). The Steep Canyon Rang-
ers have played at the Grand Ole Opry; 
here is an opportunity to see them per-
form without a trip to Nashville. Tickets 
are $15 for NRWA members and students 
and $18 for non-members. Proceeds will 
support the NRWA’s water protection, 
land stewardship, and environmental ed-
ucation programs in 31 communities in 
north central Massachusetts and south-
ern New Hampshire. Grace Fellowship 
Church is handicapped accessible and off 
street parking is available for all concert 
attendees. Tickets for the concert are gen-
eral admission and may be purchased on-
line at www.MKTix.com and www.Nash-
uaRiverWatershed.org. To purchase tick-

ets by phone or for more information, call 
the NRWA at (978) 448-0299. To learn 
more about the work of the NRWA, visit 
www.NashuaRiverWatershed.org. 

4
26th Annual Martin Luther King Day 

Community Celebration
Monday, January 21, 2 p.m.

St. George Greek Orthodox Church 
650 Hanover Street, Manchester

Martin Luther King Award Recipient ~ 
Dr. Marie Metoyer Lifelong Champion of 
Health & Human Rights ~ Lionel Wash-
ington Johnson Youth Art Award Recipi-
ent ~ Omer Elrayah 7th Grade Student 
of Southside Middle School, Manchester 
Guest Speaker ~ Treda Collier Founder 
of Sweet Sanctuary Music ~ Rhythm of 
New Hampshire Show Chorus Interludes 
~ West High School Jazz Band Presented 
by the Martin Luther King Coalition. Ev-
erybody Welcome! Potluck Lunch (bring 
what you can). Donations greatly appre-
ciated. For information call (603) 668-
3626.

4
Gospel Concert: Set the House on Fire

Monday, January 21, 7 p.m.
Newington Town Hall, Newington, NH

10th Annual “Set the House on Fire” 
gospel concert celebrating the life and 
dreams of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. For 
more information contact Sandi Clark at 
(603) 436-2242 or JukwaaMazoa@aol.
com.

4
Exhibit: “In Search of Wilderness”

Jan. 24 through Feb. 15
Society for the Protection of New 
Hampshire Forests Gallery Series
Hay Forest Reservation, Newbury

Photographs by Adam Bronstein, a 
research associate at the Forest Society 
who has hiked and climbed mountains 
throughout the Adirondacks, New Eng-
land, Rocky Mountains and the Pacific 
Northwest. “After years of climbing, trek-
king and exploring America’s wilderness 
and natural areas, I wanted to bring back 
something other than stories to share with 

family and friends. Photography not only 
captures a visual experience, but portrays 
one’s inner being and how it relates to our 
fascinating and mysterious world.” Exhib-
its are open for viewing weekdays 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Please call (603) 224-9945 be-
fore visiting, as the gallery space is used 
for meetings and other functions. A per-
centage of sales benefit the Forest Soci-
ety’s conservation work.

4
Annual Maine 

War Tax Resisters Workshop
Saturday, January 26, 10 a.m. -3 p.m.

(Snow Date: Sun., Jan. 27)
Peace and Justice Center of Eastern 

Maine, Bangor, ME
On the Agenda: “Whats, Whys, Hows 

of WTR” for those new to resistance or 
interested in starting; Counseling/sup-
porting current resisters; Planning for Tax 
Day for April 15 and before actions, pro-
moting the national war tax boycott and 
Don’t Buy Bush’s War campaigns. Peace 
and Justice Center of Eastern Maine 
(170 Park St., up hill from Bangor City 
Hall, Library, and U-U Church). Potluck 
Lunch, Bring Food to Share. For more in-
formation: Larry Dansinger, Maine WTR 
Resource Center at (207) 525-7776; rosc@
psouth.net.

4
Sporting Antiques Appraisal Fair

Saturday, January 26, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Kittery Trading Post

301 U.S. Route One, Kittery, ME
Winter blues? Drop by at the annual 

Sporting Antiques Appraisal Fair. KTP 
will have a big room full of experts offer-
ing exhibits and free appraisals of antique 
firearms; classic fly and conventional fish-
ing rods, reels and lures; waterfowl decoys, 
carving and fine art; hunting and military 
knives; ice fishing gear and all sorts of oth-
er vintage hunting and camping gear. For 
more information about Kittery Trading 
Post’s Sporting Antiques Appraisal Fair, 
please visit www.ktp.com, e-mail semi-
nars@ktp.com, call (888) 587-6246.

4
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The Good News: A Seacoast Citizens Calendar

Seacoast Peace Vigils

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Dover 

Saturdays, 11 a.m. to Noon:  Traffic 
island at the corner of Central Ave. & 
Washington Street. War Resister’s League 
of Southeastern NH.  This vigil will take 
place as long as the U.S. continues to bomb 
or in any way attack another country. Da-
vid Diamond, (603) 749-9159 ddiam@
ttlc.net or Tom Jackson, (603)498-3580 
coffeeanon@yahoo.com. 

Portsmouth 
Fridays, 5 - 6 p.m.: Market Square, 

Seacoast Peace Response. The vigil is a 
presence in opposition to U.S. bombing 
and warfare and to any further expan-
sion of military retaliation. Doug Bogen, 
(603) 430-9565 dbogen@cleanwater.org 
or Macy Morse, (603) 433-4119 macy-
morse@aol.com. 

4

Exeter 
Thursdays, 5 - 6 p.m.: Town Hall on the 

corner of Water and Front Streets (near 
the Bandstand). Please bring your signs, 
candles and hopeful spirits. Peggi McCar-
thy aquaho@juno.com 

Rochester 
Fridays, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.: Silent peace 

vigil in front of the Parson Main statue on 
Main Street. Sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Peace group and the Farmington 
Progressive Group. Assemble in the mu-
nicipal parking lot behind Slim’s Tex Mex 
restaurant. Pat Frisella frisella@world-
path.net.  

MAINE 
Kennebunk 

Saturdays, 11 a.m. - 12 noon, at the 
Unitarian Church’s peace pole, Main St. 
(Route 1, at the intersection with Route 
35), Kennebunk, ME. For more informa-

tion contact Katherine Mendez at kath-
erinemendez@peoplepc.com or phone 
(207) 985-2099.

Sundays,  Noon - 1p.m., Bridges for 
Peace vigils are held at the same time on 
bridges throughout Maine, as well as sev-
eral locations in Maryland. For the list-
ing of locations see the Bridges for Peace 
website www.peacebridges.org or call 
(207) 563-8902. 

Sundays, Noon - 1 p.m., at the Peace 
Pole by the First Parish Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church. Carol Spalding at (207) 
641-8663 or hcspalding@gwi.net. 

Wells 
Sundays, Noon - 12:30 p.m.: Ocean 

View Cemetery on Rte. 1 across from 
the Junior High School. Betty Williams,  
(207) 646-5772. The vigil now includes 
men wearing black arm bands. 

4

MASSACHUSETTS 
Andover 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 7 
- 8 p.m.; Saturdays 10:45 a.m. - Noon: 
Merrimack Valley People for Peace at Old 
Town Hall, Main Street. Lour Bernieri at 
(978) 475-6847 or e-mail Don Abbott at 
bdabbott@comcast.net. 

Tuesday mornings, 6:30 - 7:30 a.m.: 
Entrance to Raytheon, Rte. 133, just off 
Rte. I-93. Raytheon Peacemakers Vigil, 
Arthur Brien, (978) 686-4418. 

Sundays, Noon - 1 p.m.: Shawsheen 
Square Peace Witness, corner of Rt. 28 
and Rt. 133. Allan Sifferlen at aps268@
sbra.com. 

Newburyport 
Sundays, Noon to 1 p.m.  Weekly peace 

vigil in Market Square. Niki Rosen (978) 
463-3208. 

4

THE GOOD NEWS
CALENDAR SUBMISSIONS

Please submit 
your calendar item 
requests in the 
body of an e-mail 
(no attachments, 
please) in the fol-
lowing format: 
Name of Event; 
Day, date, start 
time, anticipated 
end time; Loca-
tion; Description 
of event (brev-
ity helps!); Con-
tact person, phone number and e-mail (if 
available); Sponsor or organizer name (if 
applicable).

E-mail your submissions to:
calendar@nhgazette.com.

Please note that our paper is small. All 
submissions will not necessarily appear in 
the paper. Editorial discretion applies ab-
solutely.

Winter Lecture Series
Moose, Deer, Bear and More 

Thursday, January 31, 2008 
Conservatory at The Mt. Washington 

Hotel, Bretton Woods, NH
Discover the wildlife of Northern New 

Hampshire with outdoor enthusiast Nigel 
Manley. Nigel has worked for the Soci-
ety for the Protection of New Hampshire 
Forests for 20 years and has spent hours 
observing animals and birds in his back-
yard. Come discover secrets of the natu-
ral world with hands on exhibits including 
antlers, pelts, and skulls while enjoying in-
triguing education facts about the animals 
in New Hampshire. As the Director for 
The Rocks Estate, Nigel Manley, works 
and lives on a 1,400-acre protected reserve 
that serves as the North Country Con-
servation and Education Center for the 
non-profit organization, The Society for 
the Protection of New Hampshire For-
ests. Featuring more than 13 buildings on 
the National Historic Register, Nigel has 
devoted himself to the care, protection, 

and education of this treasure. Info/Res-
ervations: (800) 314-1752 or visit mount-
washingtonresort.com.

4
The 14th Annual 

Changing Maine Presents:
“Talking Openly About Diversity, 
Oppression & Racism in Maine”
Sat., Feb. 9, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Pine Tree State Arboretum
153 Hospital St., Augusta, ME

Presented by Cultivating Multicultur-
al Alliances (CMA) of Maine and New 
England. Developed by a social worker 
in Maine, CMA is a holistic approach to 
multiculturalism based on alliances, equity, 
reciprocity and the elimination of racism 
& tribalism. “Diversity is nothing new, but 
equity & multiculturalism are.” To register 
or for more info, contact Larry Dansinger, 
(207) 525-7776 or rosc@psouth.net. $25 
suggested (but any donation is welcome, 
consider sponsoring a slot for another to 
attend). Sponsored by ROSC (Resources 
for Organizing and Social Change).

Black History Month
Tuesday, February 12, 7 p.m.

Franklin Piece College
Pierce Hall, Rindge, NH

Joe Rogers joins us during Black Histo-
ry month to celebrate and commemorate 
the life and teaching of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. invoking Rev. King’s spir-
it through recitation and remembrance. 
He challenges us in our time and place to 
take hold of the Dream Rev. King lived 
and died for, assuring us that the Dream 
is Alive! Please invite your congregations 
and your friends! This event is one you do 
not want to miss and is brought to you 
by the Black Student Alliance, the Vala-
kis Lecture Series and Student Activities/
Interfaith Campus Ministries of Frank-
lin Pierce University. You can learn more 
about the program at www.dreamalive.
org/ Contact Bill Beardslee. Assistant Di-
rector of Interfaith Campus Ministries 
and Club Support at (603) 899-4188 or 
by email: beardsleeb@fpc.edu. 

4
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Political Chowderfrom page nine

By J. Dennis Robinson

I watched the Sunday morning 
political TV shows religious-

ly. I was especially proud of my 
open-minded channel surfing—
from the more liberal “Meet the 
Press” to the mid-road “Face the 
Nation” to the right-wing “Fox 
Sunday News with Chris Wal-
lace.” Watching the sour-faced 
Britt Hume malign National 
Public Radio reporter Juan Wil-
liams week after week is penance 
enough, I believed, for my liberal 
leanings. Fox News, generally, is 
so bad and so biased, that much 
of it does not qualify in any cat-
egory of journalism. Today, for 
instance, a “special report” fo-
cused on a window-washer who 
fell 500 feet from a skyscraper—
and lived. Fox brought on a trau-
ma room doctor for commentary. 
Her medical explanation? The 
miraculous survival was an act of 
God.

For years I’ve been kidding 
myself into thinking my Sun-
day morning ritual makes me a 
better American. I was willing, 
not only to be informed and un-
biased, but to be bored silly by 
a diverse range of talking heads 
talking trash. But then I started 
asking myself—what did I know 
at the end of this fact-packed 
hour, that I had not known be-
fore? Not much. Who really—I 
mean really—said anything at all 
during these somber interviews 
and panel discussions. Nobody. 
Karl Rove, Dick Cheney, Don-
ald Rumsfeld, Scooter Libby, Al-
berto Gonzales all made the talk 
show rounds without even a flesh 
wound.

Even the amiable, suppos-
edly hard-hitting Tim Russert, 
host of “Meet the Press,” rarely 
lobs more than a moderate soft-
ball. Usually his tough talk, if you 
listen carefully, is only notch-
es above the infotainment style 
of Larry King. What “Meet the 
Press” does successfully is get the 
biggest newsmaker on camera 
when they are smack in the glare 
of the spotlight, the same thing 
Larry King does. But the politi-

cians today are so skilled at look-
ing good and saying nothing, 
that the net result is often little 
more than a photo op. Russert 
is so fearful of not being a per-
fectly unbiased journalist, that he 
has smothered his own personal-
ity, and can only talk about sports 
scores with enthusiasm. What 
looks like news analysis, all too 
often, is no more insightful than 
the shouting matches on Fox or 
the blow-hard commentaries on 
cable. Everyone, politicians and 
journalists alike, seem, more and 
more, to be reading lines in a play, 
the same play, week after week.

So whoever had the bright idea 
to put “Political Chowder” with 
host Arnie Arnesen on local TV 
at the same time as the Big Three 
national shows earns my undying 
gratitude. It was probably Arne-
sen herself, who also produces the 
show. This is local New Hamp-
shire television at its localest. The 
people, who look like real people, 
are local. The topics are local. The 
camerawork and sound and set 
design are less than slick. In a re-
cent episode, all four panelists on 
the show wore brown suits. Eye 
candy this is not.

“Political Chowder,” unlike its 
national counterparts, is a real 
honest-to-goodness talk show. 
By that, I mean people actual-
ly say something. Host Arnesen 
is incurably curious and equal-
ly enthusiastic and opinionated. 
She asks questions she wants 
answered and stocks the show 
with educated guests who know 
what they’re talking about. We, 
the viewers, actually benefit from 
the discussion. Guests are usually 
well-spoken and well informed, 

so much so, that even dull state 
government topics come to life.

The show originates out of 
Londonderry Public Access. It 
runs on a station called MyTV. 
Viewers in other parts of the 
state may find it elsewhere, or you 
can just stream the show online 
at PoliticalChowder.com. Arne-
sen, a former state representative 
who made failed bids for gover-
nor and Congress, has finally dis-
covered that she is too smart, too 
polite, too funny and too honest 
for public office. A long-time ra-
dio host, she is back doing more 
media and less college teaching. 
Besides the weekly TV show, she 
hosts three hours of radio talk on 
1110-WCCM weekday morn-
ings.

So a few months back, I add-
ed “Political Chowder” to my 11 
a.m. Sunday smorgasbord. Week 
by week, I was watching more 
Arnie and less Tim Russert, 
Bob Schieffer and Chris Wal-
lace. One week, thanks to the 
mumbo-jumbo level of national 
debate, I learned more watch-
ing the “Political Chowder” team 
talk about Barack Obama than I 
did listening to Obama himself 
on another station.

I don’t know who the heck is 
paying for “Political Chowder.” 
There are hardly any commercials 
and most are public service an-
nouncements. But I do know who 
is paying for the other shows—
mostly ads for big corporations, 
chemical and drug companies, 
investment firms and financial 
consultants. So shouldn’t we ask 
ourselves, if Russert can make 
Obama boring and Arnesen can 
make water treatment legislation 
interesting, what show will the 
better American watch in 2008?

4
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Arnie Arnesen livens up every Sunday morning with a bowl of hot Politi-
cal Chowder, originating in Londonderry, and available online at www.
politicalchowder.com.

iconic political dinosaur trying to 
function in a world that is rapid-
ly rendering her species extinct. 
Even the hype of being a woman 
presidential candidate holds little 
credibility compared to being the 
best choice for a more discerning 
Independent electorate. 

Notwithstanding popular per-
ception, Indepen-
dent voters network, 
organize, strategize, 
and are expanding. 
New Hampshire, 
like Iowa, is the toll-
ing bell signaling 
Senator Clinton’s 
attention that poli-
tics and politricks 
as usual died when 
she tried to politically strangle 
Independent voters in Ameri-
ca’s first capital, New York City. 
New Hampshire’s Independents 
are a major voting bloc. Despite 
attempts to revise her rhetoric, 
the inevitability of Mrs. Clin-
ton presiding in the new capital 
decisively ends on a unusually 
warm winter’s day in the “Gran-
ite State.” 

Dennis Moore
Chairperson, District of Co-

lumbia Independents for Citizen 
Control (DCICC)

Dennis:
What can we say? You must have 

heard the news by now …
The Editor

Call the Doctor!
To the Editor: 
In 2000, when George W. 

Bush took office, gold was $273 
per ounce, oil was $22 per bar-
rel and the euro was worth $.87 

per dollar. Currently, gold is over 
$850 per ounce, oil is hovering 
around $100 per barrel, and the 
euro is nearing $1.50. 

Our national debt of $2.7 tril-
lion is increasing exponentially 
by $1.5 billion per day. 

Inflation is soaring. Gold, oil, 
food prices, and the euro don’t lie. 
According to economist Martin 
Feldstein, “the falling dollar and 
rising food prices caused mar-

ket-based consum-
er prices to rise by 
4.6 per cent in the 
most recent quar-
ter.” (Wall Street 
Journal). 

That’s an inflation 
rate of 18.4 percent 
a year, and yet Fed-
eral Reserve Chair-
man Ben Bernan-

ke is cutting interest rates and 
further fueling inflation and oil 
heading toward $150 per barrel 
or higher. 

Inflation is a hidden tax surely 
eroding the ability of the Amer-
ican worker and especially the 
pensioner on a fixed income to 
make ends meet. 

Except for Ron Paul, every can-
didate’s ideas for change meant 
reaching into your pocketbook 
for more than change, but for big 
bucks to pay for bigger govern-
ment subsidies and more of the 
warfare/welfare state. 

Vote for Ron Paul, the last best 
hope for real change and a New 
America. 

Jon Zwayer 
West Baden Springs, IN 
Jon:
If New Hampshire was Ron 

Paul’s last hope, and Ron Paul is 
America’s last hope, well …

The Editor
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New Hampshire’s Vietnam War Dead
On the back page, in our Tidal Guide, are 9 symbols  

in the shape of Vietnam, signifying the
New Hampshire men lost there on these dates:

The Vintage News In Memoriam

“Better old news, than new lies.”

Number of American Troops Lost in Iraq:
3,915 as of Wednesday, January 9, 2008

Circumstantial Evidence
A man, however innocent he 

may be, is always enveloped in 
a thick cloud of damaging cir-
cumstantial evidence, when he 
leans up against the hotel coun-
ter, carefully picks out a wooden 
toothpick and tries to light it on 
the top of a glass cigar case.

19th Century Etiquette
Samuel Stickney, of Iowa, 

clasped his best girl in an embrace 
so close that his revolver was dis-
charged, and a 
boy standing 
near was se-
riously wounded. The lesson of 
this sad occurrence is that boys 
shouldn’t stand around at such 
supreme moments.

Darwin’s Precursor
Mr. Darwin must look to his 

laurels. A Japan correspondent 
says that he saw wrought in inlaid 
wood on a door in the great Tem-
ple of Ligmoto, a scene showing 
first a monkey, then an ape, then 
a gorilla, and so on up by gradual 
development, until the final one 
of the series was a perfect man 
surrounded by elephants and cu-
rious birds. The door was several 
hundred years old.

Familial Affection, 
Yankee-Style

The following pleasant story 
of family affection comes from 
Plymouth, where dwell a fa-
ther and son in one house. Two 
years since, while repairing the 
building, they got into a dispute, 
and both quitted the staging on 
which they were at work and left 
the tools sticking in the cracks, 
where they remained until re-
cently, when the son finished the 
job. While at work they removed 
the windows of a sleeping room, 
whose female occupants, not to 
be outdone in stubbornness by 
the male members of the family, 
hung up quilts and occupied the 
room through heat and cold.

She Was A Homely Old Box
The German ship Pauline, (late 

the American ship Kate Prince, 
built at this port,) was wrecked 
near Harlingen a few days ago; 
crew saved. She was a homely 
old box—one of the few clumsy-
looking vessels ever built on the 
Piscataqua.

Spy Arraigned in Laconia
There is great excitement at 

Laconia on account of the liquor 
prosecutions. All the apothecar-
ies have been arrested and bound 
over for trial. A man named 
Shaw, hailing from Lowell, and 
employed by the Reform Club 
as a spy, has been arraigned on a 
countercharge of selling liquor at 
a house of prostitution near Lake 

Village, of which he is said to 
be a frequenter. He was held in 
$400.

Remarkable, If True
Mr. A. P. Caswell, who is in 

the employ of Messrs. Randall & 
Caswell, on Friday, between the 
hours of eight o’clock A.M. and 
5:30 P.M., split 28,000 pounds 
of fish. This is hard to beat,—if 
it was really done as reported, 
which seems hardly credible.

Doom Seen for GOP
The sensation of the day is 

the publication by Hon. W. E. 
Chandler, the New Hampshire 
member of the Republican Na-
tional Committee, of an open 
letter to the republicans of New 
Hampshire, in which he makes a 
number of statements concern-
ing alleged bargains made during 
the electoral count, and their al-
leged fulfillment by the adoption 
and pursuance of the President’s 
“Southern policy.” Mr. Chandler 
closes by saying that if the repub-
lican party “now disgraces its re-
cord and endorses or fails to re-
pudiate the Hayes surrender, its 

January 13
Alfred B. Russ, 24, 1Lt., USMC, Peterborough, 1968

January 15
William A. Malenfant, 23, Sgt., Army, Nashua, 1971

January 17
Yvon A. Hebert, 20, Cpl., Army, Stratford, 1967

January 19
Charles E. Muzzey, 20, PFC, USMC, Enfield, 1968

January 20
Peter Fletcher, 21, Cpl., USMC, Hudson, 1968

Eliot F. Guild, 21, HM2, Navy, Winchester, 1968

January 21
William W. O’Neil, 20, SP4, Army, Chesterfield, 1970

January 24
Richard C. Porter, 21, LCpl., USMC, Hanover, 1971

January 26
Lawrence C. Bloom, 20, Sgt., Army, Exeter, 1968

voters will leave it by thousands; 
its days numbered, it will die a 
deserved and unhonored death.”

“Murder” on Vaughan Street
Residents on Vaughan street 

were somewhat startled at an 
early hour Sunday morning, by 
loud cries of “murder,” made by 
an insane man who was being 
taken to the cars by the police, to 
be sent away.

Thursday, January 3, 1878
What? No Women?

The total amount of opium im-
ported into the United States for 
1877 was 2,589,924,383 grains. 
Deducting one fifth for medi-
cal uses, there remain for opium 
eaters 6,125,383 grains daily. If 
thirty grains are taken as a dai-
ly dose, there are in the United 
States over 200,000 men who eat 
opium.

A Worthless Life Saved
John Garvey, a tramp, entered 

a bagging factory in Brooklyn 
on Friday, and was ordered out. 
Going into the basement he 
touched a match to a pile of jute, 
and ran away. One hundred and 

thirty girls at work in the upper 
rooms barely escaped with their 
lives, getting out on the roof of 
another building, and the bag-
ging factory was badly injured 
by fire and water. Garvey was ar-
rested, and hung himself in his 
cell; but he was cut down in time 
to save his worthless life, and on 
Monday was held for trial for ar-
son.

The Curtain Rises
The first concert in the new 

Music Hall will be given Tues-
day evening, Feb. 5th, by Mess-
ers. Willis E. and George Nowell 
of this city, aided by leading vo-
calists and musicians of Boston.

Debut Act
The new Music Hall will prob-

ably be opened Tuesday evening, 
the 29th inst., by Messers. Thay-
er & Atkins of Boston, with a 
first-class company composed 
of accomplished artists from the 
principal Boston theatres, now 
performing in Portland. The 
company will remain four nights 
and will give a matinee on Satur-
day afternoon, Feb. 2d.

Condolences 
and Congratulations

The following announcement 
recently appeared in a paper: 
“Edward Eden, painter, is re-
quested to communicate with 
his brother, when he will hear of 
something to his advantage—his 
wife is dead.”
Get Rich Slow Scheme Foiled

Counterfeit nickels have fre-
quently been found in circula-
tion in Rockland, Me. For three 
weeks past the police have been 
engaged in tracking the issue of 
the spurious coin. Suspicion hav-
ing been directed toward How-
ard Hart, Sheriff Lowe, with sev-
eral officers, made a raid on his 
house Monday afternoon and ar-
rested Hart and his wife and cap-
tured moulds for making nickels 
and fifty cent pieces of the coun-
terfeit coin. Lewis Packard, who 
lives with them, was subsequent-
ly arrested on suspicion of com-
plicity. All three were surren-
dered to the custody of a United 
States Marshal.

Thursday, January 17, 1878

Reports of Her Death  Were Slightly Premature
A woman in a trance was recently buried alive in Naples. From 

the evidence brought before the Appeal Court it appears that she 
was interred with all the usual formalities. Some days afterwards, the 
grave in which she had been placed being opened for the reception 
of another body, it was found that the clothes which covered the un-
fortunate woman were torn to pieces, and that she had even broken 
her limbs in attempting to extricate herself from the tomb. The Court 
sentenced the doctor who had signed the certificate of decease, and 
the Mayor who had authorized the interment for involuntary man-
slaughter.                                                     Thursday, January 3, 1878
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Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua 
River. Depending on which tour 
boat captain you believe, it’s the sec-
ond, the third, or the fourth fast-
est-flowing navigable river in the 
country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable cur-
rent is caused by the tide which, in 

turn is caused by the moon. The 
other major player is a vast sunk-
en valley, about ten miles upriver. 
Twice a day, the moon drags rough-
ly seventeen billion gallons of salt 
water from the ocean, up the river, 
into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, 
it could be replaced with 2,125,000 

tanker trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a 

roving hydraulic conflict as incom-
ing sea and outgoing river collide. 
The skirmish line moves from the 
mouth of the river, past New Cas-
tle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial 
Bridge, past the tugboats, and on 

towards Great Bay. This spectacle 
can best be seen when the chart be-
low shows the tide rising. A good 
place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off 
Ceres Street. Twice a day, too, the 
moon lets all that water go. All the 
salt water that just fought its way 
upstream goes back to rejoin the 

ocean. This is when the Piscataqua 
earns its title for xth fastest cur-
rent. A good place to observe this 
is from Bow Street, up by St. John’s 
church. Look up the river, from one 
of the little parking lots between 
the buildings. (Don’t try to drive or 
park there, that won’t work.) You’ll 
see a red buoy, at the upstream end 

of Badger’s Island, bobbing around 
in the current. That buoy weighs 
several tons, is nine feet wide, and 
it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its 
placid moments, around high and 
low tides. Often when the river 
rests, its tugboats and drawbridg-
es work their hardest. Ships com-

ing in heavily laden with coal, oil, 
and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their 
keels. When they leave empty, rid-
ing high in the water, they tend to 
go at low tide, for maximum clear-
ance under Memorial Bridge.
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2006—The CIA bombs a 
village in Pakistan, but in-
stead of killing Ayman al-
Zawahiri, they get 18 innocent 
people.
2002—George W. Bush is over-
come by a pretzel.
1992—Japan apologizes for 
making sex slaves of tens of 
thousands of Korean women 
during WW II.
1980—In Belgium, the head of 
the anti-narcotics force is arrest-
ed for smuggling drugs.
1974—Dr. Hunter S. Thompson 
throws a Super Bowl party; one 
guest: George W. Bush.
1964—Cumberland, Maryland 
gets lucky: a B-52 crashes, but 
the nukes on board don’t go off.
1947—The Supreme Court rules 
that there’s nothing cruel or un-
usual about electrocuting a man 
a second time if you fail to kill 
him the first time.
1946—In Paris, 500 GIs adopt 
an Enlisted Man’s Magna Car-
ta, calling for radical reforms of 
the master-slave relationship be-
tween officers and enlisted men.
1874—New York police club un-
employed demonstrators in what 
Police Commissioner Abram 
Duryee calls, “the most glorious 
sight I have ever seen.”
1834—Horatio Alger, author 
and likely pederast, is born in 
Revere, Mass.

2005—”[M]an should never try 
to put words in God’s mouth,” 
says George W. Bush on TV. 
2000—”This is still a dangerous 
world,” warns George W. Bush. 
“It’s a world of madmen and un-
certainty and potential mental 
losses.”
1969—Explosions on the U.S.S. 
Enterprise, a nuclear aircraft car-
rier, kill 17 and injure 85.
1967—The First Human Be-In 
is held, in San Francisco.
1957—“I never should have 
switched from Scotch to Marti-
nis,” says the dying Bogie.
1898—Death of Rev. Charles L. 
Dodgson, author and fervent ad-
mirer of little girls.
1893—Joseph Conrad quits the 
sea of salt water for a sea of ink.
1878—The U.S. Supreme Court 
rules that states may not require 
railroads to provide equal ac-
commodations to passengers re-
gardless of race.
1850—Imprisoned anarchist 
Mikhail Bakunin is sentenced 
to death. After that sentence is 
suspended, he spends years in 
a dungeon, comes down with 
scurvy, is sent to Siberia, escapes, 
makes much trouble, and even-
tually dies in Switzerland, at 62.
1794—Dr. Jesse Bennett per-
forms the first successful Cesar-
ean section in the U.S., in Edom, 
Virginia, on his own wife.

2007—Saddam Hussein’s 
half-brother Barzan Ibra-
him is further subdivided 
when a noose separates his head 
from his body.
2000—George W. Bush prom-
ises an administration that “will 
see service to our country as a 
great privilege and who will not 
stain the house.”
1968—Jeanette Rankin, 87, Con-
gresswoman who voted against 
WWI and WWII, leads a march 
against the Vietnam War.
1968—Near Dak To, SP/5 
Dwight H. Johnson engages so 
fiercely in a firefight that he is 
later awarded the Medal of Hon-
or. In 1971 he’s shot to death in a 
suicidal robbery.
1961—Air Force’s “Texas Tow-
er” radar station collapses into 
the Atlantic off New Jersey.
1929—Kellog-Briand Pact out-
laws war.
1922—The Irish Free State is es-
tablished.
1909—In Boston, 2,300,000 
gallons of molasses, intended for 
manufacturing explosives, escape 
from a badly-built storage tank, 
killing 21 and injuring 150.
1797—James Hetherington 
wears first top hat seen in pub-
lic in London. He’s fined £50 for 
“wearing a tall structure of shin-
ing lustre & calculated to disturb 
timid people.”

2003—Space Shuttle Columbia 
takes off for the last time.
1996—Mistaken for a drug traf-
ficker, Jimmy Buffet and his sea-
plane are fired on in Jamaica.
1992—The Salvadoran Civil 
War ends.
1986—The Dept. of Energy an-
nounces the Crystalline Reposi-
tory Project: a seven-year search 
for a nuclear waste dump site. 
One potential site: Hillsborough, 
NH. After five months of vigor-
ous protest, it’s called off.
1984—Paul McCartney is ar-
rested in Barbados for marijuana 
possession.
1980—Paul McCartney is jailed 
briefly in Japan for marijuana 
possession.
1980—Anti-drug pencils are re-
called in New York because “Too 
Cool to Do Drugs” becomes, 
on sharpening, “”Cool to Do 
Drugs,” then “Do Drugs.”
1936—Albert Fish is executed at 
Sing Sing for cannibalism.
1920—Prohibition takes effect, 
lasts 13 years.
1917—German Foreign Sec-
retary A. Zimmermann tele-
graphs the German ambassador 
in Mexico telling him to propose 
a German/Mexican alliance, and 
offering the return of Texas, New 
Mexico, and Arizona.
1777—Vermont declares inde-
pendence from New York.

2004—The U.S. death toll 
in Iraq reaches 500.
2003—George W. Bush 
tells wounded troops at Walter 
Reed we “must provide the best 
care” for veterans the same day 
the VA cuts off health care for 
164,000 veterans.
1997—Newt Gingrich’s lawyer 
tells a Congressional subcom-
mittee his client’s lies were mere-
ly “glaringly inconsistent.”
1997—A Delta II explodes 13 
seconds after liftoff, raining tons 
of flaming debris on Cape Ca-
naveral.
1991—Gulf (& Exxon) War I 
begins with air attacks on Iraq.
1977—About to become the 
first American executed (by fir-
ing squad) after a ten-year hia-
tus, Gary Gilmore says to his ex-
ecutioners, “Let’s do it.”
1968—G.W. Bush manages to 
squeak by the Texas Air National 
Guard’s pilot aptitude test, with 
a score of 25 percent.
1966—An Air Force tanker and 
a B-52 collide over Spain, drop-
ping four H-bombs & scattering 
radiation.
1961—Patrice Lumumba is as-
sassinated, possibly by the Mili-
tary-Industrial Complex.
1961—Pres. Eisenhower warns 
against the “acquisition of un-
warranted influence” by the 
“Military-Industrial Complex.”

1998—Matt Drudge reports 
that Newsweek is sitting on a sor-
did story involving President Bill 
Clinton and an intern.
1990—Washington DC Mayor 
Marion Barry is arrested in an 
FBI drug sting.
1983—Pres. Reagan requests a 
25 percent budget increase for 
the CIA.
1969—Peace talks begin in Paris 
between U.S. and Vietnamese.
1943—The U.S. bans the sale of 
pre-sliced bread, thus conserving 
the divisions between slices for 
the war effort.
1943—The Red Army breaks 
the 890-day Nazi siege of Len-
ingrad.
1941—Epinard, one of the great 
race horses of its time, is stolen 
in France. The nag is later discov-
ered hauling a delivery wagon.
1932—Spanish anarchists pro-
claim a libertarian commune; it 
lasts a week before the govern-
ment jails the members.
1892—Birth of Oliver Hardy.
1863—Apache chief Mangas 
Colorado, wearing manacles, is 
shot by two soldiers.
1854—Freelance American 
troublemaker William Walker 
proclaims the Republic of Sono-
ra in Mexico.
1778—Captain James Cook dis-
covers the Hawaiian Islands, re-
names them “Sandwich Islands.”

2004—Over 100,000 
Iraqis turn out in nation-
wide protests.
1983—Apple Computers un-
veils the Lisa, failed precursor of 
the Macintosh.
1977—Snow falls on Miami.
1977—Pres. Jerry Ford par-
dons Iva Toguri “Tokyo Rose” 
D’Aquino.
1932—“Libertarian communist” 
uprising in Spain grows.
1915—Two Britons are killed 
and three injured in the first 
Zeppelin attack of WWI.
1915—George Claude patents 
the neon tube sign.
1915—To preserve order, factory 
guards in Roosevelt, New Jersey 
shoot 20 rioting strikers.
1865—Death of Pierre-Joseph 
Proudhon, anarchist and author.
1857—Charles Bent, the new 
Territorial Governor of New 
Mexico, is scalped in front of his 
Taos home by Indians.
1825—The process of canning 
food in tins is patented.
1812—Luddites torch a mill in 
Yorkshire, England.
1810—Portsmouth’s tempera-
ture drops 50 degrees overnight.
1809—Edgar Allan Poe is born.
1808—Lysander Spooner, a uto-
pian anarchist who established a 
private post office so successful 
the government outlawed it, is 
born in Massachusetts.

1981—Ronald Reagan 
is sworn in as presi-
dent. Minutes later, 52 
American hostages in Iran are 
released. Just a coincidence.
1964—Using $35,000 in state 
funds, Wisconsin Cheese Foun-
dation begins work on world’s 
largest (34,591 lbs.) cheddar.
1961—87 year old Robert Frost 
recites The Gift Outright at JFK’s 
inauguration.
1958—Elvis Presley gets his 
draft notice.
1949—J. Edgar “Mary” Hoover 
gives Shirley Temple a tear-gas 
pen.
1942—Nazi officials at Wannsee 
determine a “final Solution” to 
the “Jewish problem.”
1936—In England, after utter-
ing his last words (“God damn 
you”) King George V is killed 
with a lethal injection.
1932—Peasant uprising be-
gins in El Salvador, leading to 
the Matanza Massacre in which 
30,000 are killed.
1902—In the Philippines, U.S. 
Major Littleton Waller sum-
marily executes 11 native guides. 
He’s court-martialed for murder 
and acquitted.
1892—In Springfield, MA, the 
first game of basketball is played.
1265—The English House of 
Parliament meets for the first 
time.

2000—”When I was com-
ing up,” says George W. 
Bush, “it was a dangerous 
world, and you knew exactly who 
they were. It was us vs. them, and 
it was clear who them was.”
1997—Newt Gingrich makes 
Congressional history by becom-
ing the first Speaker to be disci-
plined for unethical behavior.
1977—Pres. Carter pardons up 
to half a million draft dodgers.
1969—An experimental un-
derground reactor malfunctions 
in Switzerland, releasing huge 
amounts of radiation into a cav-
ern which is later sealed.
1968—Four H-bombs go miss-
ing when a B-52 crashes in 
Greenland.
1959—Former Little Rascal 
Carl “Alfalfa” Switzer is fatally 
shot in the stomach by a bear 
hunting companion in a dispute 
over a lost dog.
1908—Ordinance makes it ille-
gal for women to smoke on the 
streets of New York.
1867—In San Francisco, an 
over-zealous cop arrests Em-
peror Norton I for involuntary 
treatment of a mental disorder. 
Civic unrest follows. The Police 
Chief apologizes to the Emper-
or, and officers begin to salute 
him on the street.
1793—King Louis XVI of 
France is guillotined for treason.

2004—George W. Bush advis-
es quail hunting Sen. Pete Do-
menici, “Just remember it’s the 
birds that’s supposed to suffer, 
not the hunter.”
2004—Dick Cheney, on NPR, 
cites imaginary chemical weap-
ons labs and fictitious connec-
tions between Iraq and al Qaeda 
to justify the Iraq War.
1987— Pennsylvania Treasur-
er Budd Dwyer, charged with 
fraud, blows his brains out on 
live TV.
1967—Salvadorans protest 
against state violence in Mana-
gua; government troops kill 200.
1959—Ordered to leave only six 
feet of rock between them and 
the riverbed of the Susquehanna 
above them, twelve miners are 
drowned in Pennsylvania.
1957—George “The Mad 
Bomber” Metesky is arrested in 
New York for planting 30 bombs 
over a 16 year period.
1939—First uranium atom split 
by man in New York.
1905—In St. Petersburg, 100,000 
petition the Tsar for better condi-
tions; 1,000 are killed and 3,000 
wounded in the Tsar’s reply.
1903—The U.S. gets a 99 year 
lease on Panama Canal terri-
tory, after engineering a coup to 
set it up.
1778—U.S. Board of War ap-
proves of an invasion of Canada.

2004—”[T]he illiteracy level of 
our children are appalling,” says 
George W. Bush.
1996—Virginia executioners 
take 22 minutes to find a vein in 
Richard Townes., Jr. Had he told 
his jury of his 29 felony convic-
tions, which made him ineligible 
for parole, he’d not have been 
killed at all.
1986—In a mixup, half a ton of 
uranium is pumped into the sea 
at Windscale, England.
1976—RIP Paul Robeson.
1973—President Nixon an-
nounces “Peace with Honor.” 
1968—North Korea seizes the 
USS Pueblo for spying within 
territorial waters.
1957—Ku Klux Klan members 
in Montgomery, Ala. force Wil-
lie Edwards Jr. to jump from a 
bridge. Nineteen years later three 
men are indicted, but a judge 
quashes the indictment on the 
grounds that “forcing a person 
to jump from a bridge does not 
naturally and probably lead to 
the death of such person.”
1943—While on the air, radio 
critic Alexander Woollcott dies 
of a heart attack at 56.
1911—A dozen anarchists are 
hanged in Japan for plotting to 
assassinate the emperor.
1851—The flip of a coin deter-
mines that it’s Portland, and not 
Boston, Oregon,

2003—The Dept. of 
Homeland Security opens 
for business. Feel safer 
now?
1992—Arkansas (under Gov. 
Bill Clinton) executes the lo-
botomized Rickey Ray Rector—
who saved dessert from his last 
meal “for later.”
1986—Voyager flies past Uranus 
and discovers moons.
1978—A Soviet satellite pow-
ered by a nuclear reactor crashes 
on Great Slave Lake, in Canada, 
contaminating 61,000 sq. mi.
1972—”It is with much embar-
rassment that I have returned 
alive,” says Shoichi Yokoi, a Japa-
nese draftee who has been hiding 
on Guam since 1944.
1965—Winston Churchill dies 
at 90, having defied Hitler, the 
odds, and his own doctors.
1961—A B-52 releases a 24 
megaton H-bomb before crash-
ing near Goldsboro, North Car-
olina; the last of six fail-safe de-
vices prevents an explosion.
1955—Ira Hayes, Iwo Jima flag 
raiser, dies of exposure.
1892—In Mengo, Uganda, 
French and British missionaries 
battle, with gruesome results.
1848—Gold is discovered at 
Sutter’s Creek, California.
1848—Pioneering dentist and 
chloroform addict Horace Wells 
commits suicide painlessly.

2004—Senator John McCain 
confirms to Vermin Supreme 
that Karl Rove dynamited the 
Old Man of the Mountain “in a 
fit of anger” over McCain’s defeat 
of George W. Bush in the 2004 
New Hampshire Presidential 
Primary.
1995—A Norwegian research 
rocket is briefly mistaken by 
Russians for a U.S. Trident mis-
sile.
1971—General Idi Amin Dada 
takes power in Uganda.
1971—Charles Manson and his 
followers are convicted in the 
Tate/LaBianca murders.
1968—Alexander Dubcek takes 
power in Czechoslovakia, the 
liberalization of the “Prague 
Spring” begins.
1961—John F. Kennedy holds 
the first live televised press con-
ference.
1926—In Passaic, New Jersey, 
16,000 textile workers strike.
1890—United Mine Workers 
get down to business.
1890—Elizabeth “Nellie Bly” 
Cochrane completes 72 day cir-
cumnavigation of the globe.
1855—French poet Gerard de 
Norval, known for walking a 
lobster on a leash, hangs himself.
1787—Disgruntled Revolution-
ary War vet Daniel Shays and 
2,000 others storm the Spring-
field Armory, but are repulsed.

2006—Western Union 
stops sending telegrams.
1998—The Project for a 
New American Century sends 
a letter to Bill Clinton urging 
him to overthrow Saddam Hus-
sein. Signers include E. Abrams, 
J. Bolton, W. Kristol, R. Perle, D. 
Rumsfeld, & P. Wolfowitz.
1991—In American cities, mas-
sive demonstrations are held pro-
testing Gulf (& Exxon) War I.
1986—In the Ukraine, the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
explodes.
1973—In the U.S., the draft is 
put on hold.
1972—Vesna Vulovic, a steward-
ess, falls 33,000 feet from a plane 
exploding in flight, lands in deep 
snow, and lives.
1970—In the Philippines, 
20,000 riot in protest against 
Marcos regime.
1970—The state capitol in Loui-
siana is damaged by a dynamite 
explosion.
1969—Seattle Urban League 
director Edwin Pratt is assassi-
nated; police are suspected, no 
arrests are ever made.
1962—The destroyer USS Hobbs 
and the aircraft carrier USS Wasp 
collide; the Hobbs sinks, 175 die.
1785—Benjamin Franklin la-
ments the selection of the eagle, 
rather than the turkey, as the na-
tional symbol. 


