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Voters in 24 states from coast 
to coast (not to mention plucky 
little American Samoa) flocked 
to the polls this week to take 
part in Super Duper Tuesday 
with Added Fiber™. The nation’s 
electoral system was offering an 
opportunity to vote for someone 
other than the incumbent, and 
no one—Republican, Demo-
crat, or Ambiguous—wanted to 
miss out. Voter turnout records 
fell like trees in a National For-
ests under the Reagan adminis-
tration.

Resolutely doing his part for 
the Bush administration, Direc-
tor of National Intelligence Mike 
McConnell spent the day before 
a Senate committee, warning 
that “Al-Qaeda is improving the 
last key aspect of its ability to at-
tack the U.S.—the identification, 
training, and positioning of oper-
atives for an attack in the Home-
land.” But not even McConnell’s 
dire warning could discourage 
the desperate voters.

Electoral College Dropouts
Rudy Giuliani and Fred 

Thompson—both of whom had 
been assessed, at different times, 
as the political equivalent of Big-
foot—spent Supercalifragilistic-
expialidocious Tuesday watching 
the action from the Peanut Gal-
lery. 

Giuliani, presumed to be the 
Republican front-runner a year 
ago, based his campaign strategy 
on a novel theory: as “America’s 
Mayor,” he could ignore lowly 
states like Iowa and New Hamp-
shire, and campaign from the 
lofty pinnacles of his own opin-
ion of himself. He would make 
a tremendous splash in Florida 
on January 29, then take a com-
manding lead on Fat Tuesday. 

Alas, reality intervened. Last 
week in Florida he dove head-
first into an empty swimming 
pool, and went directly to has-
been.

Meanwhile, somewhere on 
YouTube, there must be a hi-
larious video composed of clips 

in which well-known, well-paid 
pundits talk in authoritative 
tones about the all-around awe-
someness of The Gipper Redux, 
former Senator Fred Thompson. 

Sixty-five years old, married 
to a woman 25 years his junior, 
and the father of two children 
under the age of five, Thomp-
son reached out to “traditional 
family values voters,” requiring 
a somewhat liberal definition of 
that term. Thompson also had a 
history of Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma (NHL). NHL is a can-
cer that doctors categorize, in 
descending order of risk to the 
patient, from “highly-aggres-
sive,” to “aggressive,” and, finally, 
to “indolent.” According to his 
campaign, Thompson’s case was 
indolent. That was good news for 
his health, but bad news for the 
campaign—the indolence clearly 
spread from his bloodstream to 
his ambition.

On the Democratic side,  John 
Edwards also dropped out of the 
race before Tuesday Royale with 
Extra Cheese. But, since no one 
in the media felt comfortable 
paying attention to him, because 
he refused to ignore the los-
ing side in the class war, we can 
safely dismiss him as totally ir-
relevant, along with Chris Dodd, 
Joe Biden, and Bill Richardson, 
any one of whom could have out-
presidented the incumbent with 
one brain tied behind his back.

Barring a late surge by Mike 
Gravel the Democratic nominee 
will be Hillary Clinton or Barack 
Obama. 

Gonna Party Like It’s 1899
It should come as no surprise 

that most of the fun on Tues-
day was on the GOP side of 
the Grand Canyon of American 
Politics. Attempting to provide 
practical answers to the country’s 
real problems is bo-o-ring. Stok-
ing paranoid fears and promising 
miracle cures is so much more 
fun. 

Case in point: Ann Coulter. On 
January 31, during Fox’s Hannity 
& Colmes Hate Hour, the Andro-
gyne from Hell promised that if 
John McCain won the Repub-

The Fortnightly Rant

Twenty-Four Down,
An Eternity To Go

lican nomination she would not 
only vote for Hillary Clinton, she 
would campaign for her, because 
Hillary is more reliably conser-
vative. Leave it to Ms. Coulter 
to find a way to make the former 
First Lady even more annoying. 

Asked a few days later about 
the alleged “endorsement,” Clin-
ton failed to distance herself 
from the preternaturally-elon-
gated pundit. 

This antipathy towards Mc-
Cain extends well into the tes-
tosterone – and - Viagra fueled 
section of the talk show chorus. 
Rush Limbaugh is about as fond 
of McCain as he is of Jane Fon-
da. Pat Buchanan characterized 
McCain’s central message thus 
on MSNBC: “The jobs are never 
coming back, the illegals are nev-
er going home, but we’re gonna 
have a lot more wars.” Buchan-
an’s sidekick Joe Scarborough re-
sponded, “We’re gonna start a lot 
of wars! He has promised … less 
jobs and more wars. Now that’s 
something we can all rally be-
hind.”

The GOP’s hard-core claim 
to despise McCain because he is 
not “one of them”—he’s insuffi-
ciently conservative. But we sus-
pect there’s another reason. He’s 
the only Republican candidate in 
a generation who had the nerve 
to wear a military uniform when 
bullets were flying. They just can’t 
process such data.

An Inconvenient Winner
It is really quite remarkable 

how a man who is so widely 
loathed by the great thinkers of 
his party could have won as many 
delegates in as many states as 
McCain did. Now that the votes 
cast on the Mother of All Tues-
days have been counted, McCain 
appears almost certain to be the 
eventual nominee. 

But Willard Romney still has a 
vast fortune at his disposal. And 
Mike Huckabee still has God on 
his side (at least in his own mind 
and in the minds of Bible-bel-
ters). And Ron Paul is still out 
there, gleefully skating along on 
a generous layer of support from 
obsessive libertarians across the 
country. So all that’s left on the 
Republican side, between now 
and McCain’s nomination in 
September, will be the name-
calling, the back-stabbing, and 
the rampant blood-letting.

The George W. Bush 
Presidential Library

[From Sam Smith’s Progressive 
Review.]

The George W. Bush Presiden-
tial Library is now in the plan-
ning stages. You’ll want to be the 
first at your corporation to make 
a contribution to this great man’s 
legacy. The Library will include:

1. The Hurricane Katrina 
Room, which is still under con-
struction. 

2. The Alberto Gonzales 
Room, where you can’t remem-
ber anything. 

3. The Texas Air National 
Guard Room, where you don’t 
have to even show up. 

4. The Walter Reed Hospital 
Room, where they don’t let you 
in. 

5. The Guantanamo Bay Room, 
where they don’t let you out. 

6. The Weapons of Mass De-
struction Room (which no one 
has been able to find). 

7. The Iraq War Room. After 
you complete your first tour, they 
make you go back for a second, 
third, fourth, and sometimes 
fifth tour. 

8. The Dick Cheney Room, in 
the famous undisclosed location, 
complete with shooting gallery. 

9. Plans also include: The K-
Street Project Gift Shop—where 
you can buy (or just steal) an 
election. 

10. The Airport Men’s Room, 
where you can meet some of your 
favorite Republican Senators. 

11. Last, but not least, there 
will be an entire floor devoted to 
a 7/8 scale model of the Presi-
dent’s ego.

To highlight the President’s 
accomplishments, the museum 
will have an electron microscope 
to help you locate them.
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South Street and Vine

Wine for the table, not for the cellar.

Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sun.: 11 am - 6 pm
    Fri., and Sat. - 9 am - 6 pm

    Mon. - Closed

359 Marcy St • 430-2984

www.RudisPortsmouth.com
(603) 430-RUDI (7834)

20 High Street

Hours: 
11:30 - 3:00

4:00 - Close
Late Night Menu Tues-Sat

haikumuse.com

my boots fit loosely
into fresh new tracks
snow drift

Madeleine Findlay

Ahlquist Drywall
“Finishing the Seacoast 

and Beyond for 
Over Seven Years”

Quality, Efficiency, Experience
— Fully Insured —

Portsmouth, NH
(603) 501-0561

Bush Aministration Integrity:
The New Phlogiston?

Three hundred years ago Ger-
man alchemists developed a new 
theory to account for phenomenæ 
such as fire and rust—phlogis-
ton. Colorless, odorless, tasteless, 
and weightless, it was thought to 
be present in all flammable ma-
terials; burning was just phlogis-
ton being released into the air. 
The phlogiston theory  has been 
abandoned, at least among scien-
tists who vote Democratic, but a 
new book by Philip Shenon, the 
New York Times reporter who 
covered the 9/11 Commission 
for two years, leads us to theorize 
that, in the Bush administration, 
integrity may actually be com-
posed of phlogiston.

The Bush administration 
fought against the establishment 
of a 9/11 Commission in the first 
place, and refused to allow the 
Commission to investigate “in-
telligence failures”—the equiva-
lent of saying, “inspect my car, 
but don’t open the hood.” 

The administration dragged 
its feet releasing information. 
Bush and Cheney at first refused 
to testify. Then, threatened with 
subpoenas, they refused to testify 
under oath, or alow their testi-
mony to be recorded. 

And why wouldn’t they fight 
the Commission? Its whole pur-
pose was to investigate what had 
gone wrong on Bush’s watch. 
Given the circumstances—
smoking craters in New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Washington, 
DC—a full, fair and thorough 
investigation was bound to make 
them look bad. 

Shenon’s The Commission: The 

Uncensored History of the 9/11 
Investigation, suggests that ev-
erything people said about 9/11 
Commission Executive Direc-
tor Zelikow being in the tank 
for the Bush administration may 
have been true. The smokiest of 
the newly revealed guns appears 
to be a series of telephone calls 
between Zelikow and Karl Rove. 

This may all seem like relative-
ly small potatoes these days, but 
the 9/11 Commission’s report 
was published in 2004. If this 
new information had come out 
during those more innocent pre-
Katrina times, when a lot more 
Americans were still willing to 
give Bush & Co. the benefit of 
the doubt, it would have been a 
lot more shocking.

A New Winter Soldier 
Investigation

“These are the times that try 
men’s souls,” Tom Paine wrote 
in 1776. “The summer soldier 
and sunshine patriot will, in this 
crisis, shrink from the service of 
his country; but he that stands it 
now, deserves the love and thanks 
of man and woman.”

Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War (VVAW) held the origi-
nal Winter Soldier Investigation 
in Detroit, MI in 1971. Deter-
mined to bring the truth about 
that war to the American pub-
lic, 109 veterans related, in detail 
and for the record, what Ameri-
can foreign policy looked like, up 
close and personal. 

A forwarded e-mail, originat-
ing from the Smedley Butler 
Brigade of Veterans for Peace 
in Boston, alerted us to a new 
Winter Soldier Investigation 
being organized by Iraq Veter-

ans Against The War (IVAW) 
to take place Thursday, March 
13 through Sunday, 16, in Silver 
Spring, MD (just outside Wash-
ington DC).

IVAW will be “flying people 
in from Iraq and Afghanistan, a 
documentary film is being made, 
it is being webcast, mental health 
professionals will be hired to help, 
there are large housing expenses 
for 300 people, etc.,” we’re told, 
so financial assistance would be 
welcomed. Funds should be sent 
by certified mail, with return re-
ceipt requested, to: Iraq Veterans 
Against the War, c/o AFSC 1501 
Cherry Street, Bldg. C, Philadel-
phia, PA 19102.

The original Winter Soldier 
Investigation was fairly success-
fully ignored by the mainstream 

media of the day. Even three 
years after the Tet Offensive—
the event began on January 31, 
Tet’s third anniversary—squea-
mish media gatekeepers were 
afraid of the topic. These days 
things just might be a little dif-
ferent.

For more information see: 
www.ivaw.org/wintersoldier
Robert Haines—Favorite Son?

It appears, from a recent e-mail 
to us of his Haines Washington 
Letter, that Manchester resident 
Robert Haines is still running 
for President, and for Chairman 
of the New Hampshire Republi-
can Party. When he’s not in jail 
for interfering with a police of-
ficer or assaulting a police dog, 
that is.

“Professor Robert Haines,” re-

ports Mr. Haines, who refers to 
himself in the third person, “was 
unlawfully arrested on politically 
motivated charges 7 times since 
returning from NY City to NH 
on September 18, 2007, when he 
was arrested for allegedly “inter-
fering with the administrative 
function of the Manchester Po-
lice” when actually he was film-
ing the police as an INVESTI-
GATIVE JOURNALIST …” 
and on and on for more than 
9,000 words.

We have had several conversa-
tions with Mr. Haines as he cam-
paigned in Market Square. We 
don’t know whether we should 
be alarmed or relieved that he’s 
still walking around. If the au-
thorities can’t sequester him for 
failure to align himself with our 

News Briefs

Phlogiston Rules
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Eliot Auto
Used Cars - Reasonable
Service & Towing, too

Rt 236 Eliot, Me
(207) 439-0263

What skill has the most 
to do with success in life? 

Find out through the 
success through 

communication course. 
(603) 659-3299163 Islington St ~ 436-7330

427-2919

“We’re worth the trip.”

by C.W. Wolff

People in Nottingham, NH, 
will vote March 15 on chang-

ing the rules of the game. 
A proposed ordinance on the 

Town Meeting warrant would 
stop bottled water companies 
from taking town water. That’s 
not new. The town voted over-
whelmingly to do that five years 
ago, approving an ordinance that 
was summarily dismissed by Not-
tingham selectman. They said it 
wouldn’t hold up in court. 

This year’s ordinance goes radi-
cally farther. It challenges corpo-
rate power, redefines home rule 
and asserts that the natural envi-
ronment has rights. 

“It’s blatantly unconstitution-
al,” according to Armand Hyatt, 
a Lawrence, Mass., lawyer and 
principal in USA Springs, the 
company that plans to pump 
more than 300,000 gallons of 
groundwater a day from the 
aquifer that serves Nottingham, 
Barrington and eight other Sea-
coast communities (including 
Dover and Portsmouth). 

On the contrary, the 2,000-
word article on the Town War-
rant claims it is mandated by the 
State Constitution:

“We believe that the corpo-
ratization of water supplies,” it 
states, “would constitute tyran-
ny and usurpation; and that we 
are therefore duty bound, under 

the New Hampshire Constitu-
tion, to oppose such tyranny and 
usurpation.”

It also cites for its authority 
the Declaration of Independence 
and the United Nations Cov-
enant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights. 

“We’re taking a proactive ap-
proach now, not a reactive one,” 
says Chris Mills, a retired Not-
tingham businessman and a 
founder of the Nottingham Tea 
Party, the group behind the or-
dinance. 

Save Our Groundwater 
(S.O.G.), a citizens’ group, has 
been fighting the water bottling 
project since 2001 when it was 
first proposed by the somewhat 

More Than Just Water Rights
Nottingham Voters Asked to Challenge the Status Quo March 15

mysterious USA Springs of Pel-
ham, NH. 

S.O.G. and others tirelessly 
intervened in hearings, arranged 
for expert testimony, appealed 
decisions, rallied, protested, and 
held public forums. It’s been a 
long, tough fight, and it didn’t 
stop the project.

Permits were granted. Permis-
sions received. Ground was final-
ly broken at the site along Route 
4 last year. Hyatt says pumping 
should start by the end of this 
year. The company said that last 
year as well.

Tea Party members, some of 
whom also are involved with 
S.O.G., decided it was time to 
reframe the question. Tea Party 
founders believed the deck was 
clearly stacked to favor USA 
Springs in the regulatory pro-
cess. Instead, the question should 
be: why can’t a community just 
say no?

“This is about taking back our 
town,” says Gail Powell, another 
Tea Party member. “We want the 
ability, as a town, to turn down 
companies that could possibly 
harm us. This is the issue. We’re 
not against corporations, but we 
don’t want businesses to come 
into town that will destroy envi-
ronmental resources or threaten 
our quality of life.”

The ordinance was drafted with 
the help of the Community En-
vironmental Legal Defense Fund 
(CELDF) of Chambersburg, PA. 
CELDF has assisted about 100 
Pennsylvania townships in pre-
paring local rights ordinances 
aimed at keeping out environ-
mentally damaging corporate 

operations such as hog factories 
and sewage sludge dumping. 

CELDF also runs weekend 
Democracy Colleges for groups 
of citizens. Topics include corpo-
rate personhood—the bestowing 
on corporations the same rights 
as individuals—and how to chal-
lenge it.

Chris Mills and his wife, Gail, 
attended the college. “I was sur-
prised and, quite frankly, an-
gry,” says Gail Mills of what she 
learned during that weekend. 
“After all I thought it was ‘We 
the people,’ not ‘We the corpo-
rations.’”

If Nottingham’s “Water Rights 
& Local Self-Government Or-
dinance” does pass—and Chris 
Mills and others are sure it 
will—it won’t be the first local 
water rights ordinance banning 
corporate pumping for out-of-
town sale. Barnstead, NH, vot-
ers approved a similar ordinance 
in 2006, also with the help of 
CELDF. 

And there wasn’t even a threat 
at the time. The Barnsteaders just 
wanted to make sure they had 
something on the books if any 
water bottling company did come 
around. This year, Barnstead’s 
Warrant will include an amend-
ment to that ordinance—recog-
nizing the rights of the natural 
environment and ecosystems. 

4
C.W. Wolff lives in Kittery with 

10 goldfish and a cat. Her busi-
ness, Foreside Communications, 
offers writing, editing, consulting.  
Full disclosure: she helped organize 
a few public forums for Save Our 
Groundwater. 

socially-constructed reality, we’re 
probably in the clear. But he does 
further erode our faith in the 
theory of intelligent design.

Department of Corrections
In our Jan. 25 issue, on page 

sixteen, we had the Red Army 
breaking the 890-day Nazi siege 
of Leningrad on January 18, 
1943. Faithful reader Clarence 
Burley, who tries valiantly to 
keep us on the straight and nar-
row, points out that this would 
have the seige beginning on Au-
gust 11, 1940—more than ten 
months before Germany invaded 
the USSR. 

Naturally we checked with 
Wikipedia, which gave us this: 
“During World War II, Lenin-
grad was surrounded and besieged 
by the German Wehrmacht from 

September 8, 1941 to January 27, 
1944, a total of 29 months.” Our 
skepticism fully engorged, we ran 
Wiki’s dates through the Time-
anddate.com duration calculator, 
which put the length of the seige 
at 871 days.

While we’re mea culping, the 
good people at Salamandra Glass 
were fully aware during January 
that Christmas was over—we 
just failed to pull their ad. 
Who Do Cheney’s Men Fear?
Jon Stewart, from the look of 

things. 
The Associated Press report-

ed Jan. 30 that “Secret Service 
agents and aides to Vice Presi-
dent Cheney” who are witness-
es in a Colorado lawsuit “have 
asked a judge not to release vid-
eos of their testimony,” because 

they fear the tapes “might wind 
up on … ‘Comedy Central.’”

The Sports Section
One could almost have gone 

bowling in Market Square last 
Sunday evening. It seemed like 
the entire town was watching a 
certain football game. And judg-
ing from the pre-game public-
ity, it seemed as if everyone was 
certain who was going to win. 
In retrospect, it looks like pride 
wenteth before a fall.

Former Poet Laureate 
Recovering

Portsmouth’s former Poet Lau-
reate Robert Dunn is recovering 
from hip replacement surgery. 
Cards may be sent to: The Bionic 
Poet c/o The New Hampshire Ga-
zette, PO Box 756, Portsmouth, 
NH 03802.

News Briefs (Continued)
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“It smells good in here.”
“It smells good in here.”

“It smells good in here.”
“It smells good in here.”

On the Waterfront, at 37 Bow St, 
in Downtown Portsmouth, NH

(603) 431-5967
www.pocosbowstreetcantina.com

We’re BACK!
• Renovated Cantina

• Completely New Kitchen!
• Same Warm Fireplace

• As Always, Great Food and Drink

Market Square Jewelers
Peter T. Henry & Joan K. Henry

12 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 430-9587

Estate Jewelers
Buy • Sell • Trade

Loose Gems • Antique Restoration • Repairs
Gold • Silver • Costume • Bead Restringing

Visit Pamukkale 
& the 

“Cotton Castle”
www.OnlyTheBestTravel.com

by William Marvel

It must have been a painful 
blow when, at fourteen, my fa-

ther had to leave forever the only 
home he had ever known. His 
tales of growing up in little Or-
leans, on Cape Cod, used to bring 
some of his brightest smiles, and 
his childhood in that commu-
nity of fishermen and sailors in-
fluenced both his career and his 
lifelong fascination with boats 
and water. Long after he had for-
gotten the names of shipmates 
and in-laws he could still iden-
tify his Orleans neighbors—like 
Mr. Nickerson the barber, whose 
shop porch he haunted, and the 
barber’s wife (remembered in 
his last months only as “Auntie 
Nicket”), who used to slip him 
fresh-baked cookies.

His life changed drastically in 
1923. That autumn my grandfa-
ther moved everyone to South 
Conway, apparently to exchange 
village life for the sort of isolat-
ed farm district he had known 
as a boy in southern Delaware. 
For more than three decades that 
farm served as my father’s home, 
or as his mailing address while 
he sailed the world. By the time 
I was five, he was in his mid-for-
ties, and he obviously yearned for 
a home. The last one he remem-
bered was in South Conway, so 
he returned to Davis Hill and 
lived out the second half of his 
life right here.

I have always lived here, too, 

or at least stored my belongings 
here while I was in the army, in 
college, or lodging in town. The 
school portion of my taxes have 
nearly tripled during Carl Nel-
son’s nine years as superintendent, 
so I fantasize about living else-
where every June and December, 
but leaving this spot would seem 
too much like betraying my fa-
ther’s trust and squandering his 
legacy. The hills that peek over 
the treetops mark my place in the 
world, and faces I have known for 
forty or fifty years make it home, 
whether those faces greet mine 
with a smile or a scowl.

Now this region drowns in 
transients. They came to run 
away from something, like ur-
ban sprawl, and they brought it 
with them. They came so their 
children could grow up in a nice 
neighborhood, and it was easier 
to overwhelm someone else’s nice 
neighborhood than to improve 
their own. They came because 
land was cheap, and by coming 
here they made it unaffordable 
for the original residents. They 
came because it was beautiful, 
but once they filled every glade, 
gulley, and crag with oversized 
homes it no longer seemed so 
beautiful to anyone but architects 
and engineers.

The physical and fiscal de-
mands of greedy suburban appe-
tites inevitably destroy the very 
community that lures so much of 
the vagabond population. Before 
long, the quaint provincial inhab-

by Bill Alton

So, W. and cronies will be gone 
in … Not soon enough, even 

if the Democrats have his hide 
before his term expires.

Even after the present admin-
istration is history it still won’t be 
over. The last two administrations 
have thoroughly undermined our 
constitutional separation of pow-
ers, pillaged our civil liberties, 
and forged some very power-
ful tools which still haven’t been 
fully tested. Clearly, the Repub-
licans were looking to dismantle 
our republic, and if not for the 
clean sweep by the Democrats I 
fear they would have succeeded.

Let’s not be too quick to count 
our blessings. The Democrats 
didn’t “save our republic” due to 
some noble motive. Their only 
motive was a grab for power, 
the exact same imperative which 
drove the Republican cause. Giv-
en a free rein, and the right tools, 
Democrats will disassemble our 
republic just as eagerly as Re-
publicans.

A statesman builds something. 
A statesman has vision and looks 
twenty or fifty years down the 
road. A statesman will do all in 
his power to shape the future of 
his vision, sometimes even when 

not in his own best interests. 
A statesman niust be a man of 
principle.

A politician serves in political 
office, or merely wants to serve. 
A simple desire for power does 
not speak well of a man’s moral 
character, and the politician sel-
dom sees beyond the next elec-
tion.

Extremely few statesmen re-
main in our government, for the 
deck is stacked against them. The 
purpose of political parties is to 
build a power base to help their 
own into office. The theory be-
hind political parties is that any 
group of people promotes those 
sharing its vision by uniting into 
a party, while the sad truth is the 
“vision” of any group of politi-
cians will soon degenerate to 
little more than attaining more 
power.

How did we get to be in this 
sorry state? Don’t blame it on the 
Republicans or the Democrats 
because, really, there is no differ-
ence. Sadly, our two party system 
has become a one party free-for-
all. The Republicans claim the 
right, the Democrats the left, and 
they both fight over the middle, 

itants begin to disappear. Some 
withdraw in disgust at the rapa-
cious exploitation of their native 
towns, while many are driven out 
by the soaring taxes that munici-
pal luxuries bring.

If more of the rovers who 
smother towns like Conway and 
Orleans understood that what 
they really crave is a commu-
nity, most might have created 
and clung to one wherever they 
came from. A few do recognize 
that need for cohesive connec-
tion, and strive to satisfy it—per-
haps to a greater extent in a re-
tirement mecca than elsewhere. 
At least in recent years, though, 
the wholesale relocation of entire 
families seems more often driv-
en by greed and fear, leavened 
with a disinclination for the very 
community involvement neces-
sary to solve the social and civic 
problems from which most emi-
grants flee. Move to a booming 
town, defend and exploit the un-
sustainable growth, and then bail 
out when the place becomes un-
bearable: it’s the slash-and-burn 
method of achieving affluent 
homelessness.

Now a house is primarily a fi-
nancial investment, and those 
who buy “up” are often just sell-
ing out. They might sit on the 
school board and promote gener-
ous budgets until the last of their 
too-numerous children gradu-
ate (or so long as they can de-
rive some business benefit from 
board connections), but their at-
tachment to the community only 
lasts until their next for-sale sign 
goes up. Then they’re off again, 
renewing that quest for the per-
fect place to live, and leaving be-
hind all the economic and envi-
ronmental havoc their presence 
has wrought—just as they did in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, or 
New York.

It smacks of chasing a fast-fad-
ing rainbow. A durable, depend-
able community requires at least 
a lifetime or two of cultivation, 
and few in this nation of fugi-
tives will ever find one.

4

Northcountry Chronicle

Nomads to Nowhere

Guest Diatribe

It’s Party Time

It’s Party Time
to next page

Classic typewriters available for sale at Hoyt’s on Market St., as of Tuesday 
morning, from left: a serviceable Royal Arrow, circa 1950; a WW I-era 
Corona Folding Portable; a majestic Royal Office Standard, circa 1930; 
and a Corona Portable, circa 1930. Prices range from $199 to $699.
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The Press Room

home of Beat Night
with Larry Simon & Groove Bacteria
third Thursday of the month, 7:00 p.m.

We appreciate your
invaluable support and wish you

a full and inspired 2008!

Thank You!

33 Vaughan Mall l Portsmouth, NH 03801 l 603-431-2243

Alternative Clothing & Goods
.com

Residential/Commercial • Fully Insured • Remodeling
Winterization • Restoration • Additions • Decks

Bruce D. Montville
718 State St.

Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 433-3224

Mont’s Construction 

Moving Pictures

New on DVD
but the motives are the same, as 
are the tools used.

I remind you … The past few 
administrations have forged some 
very powerful tools, and these 
tools will not go away simply be-
cause the Democrats now hold 
the reins (for however long.)

Oh, there may be an under-
standing some of these tools are 
unethical, so all good politicians 
will refrain from using them … 
until the public forgets. The pub-
lic has a memory shorter than 
the vision of a politician, and we 
all know how politicians do what 
is ethical. When the Democrats 
feel secure enough to abuse their 
positions of power, or a particu-
larly powerful Democrat feels 
sufficiently threatened, these 
tools will be fully tested. Are we 
then to hope the Republicans will 
come forward to “save our repub-
lic” as the Democrats did for us 
in the last mid-term election?

We are held hostage by a one-
party system masquerading as a 
two party system, and the only 
question is whether our republic 
will come to an end at the hands 
of an Octavian or Nero. Either 
way, a Nero is in our future.

The only escape I can see is an 
eight or ten party system result-
ing in a coalition government, as 
is common in many European 
countries. Political parties may 
be evil and short-sighted by na-
ture, but at least they keep each 
other in check.

Presently, when Americans go 
the polls, we have our choice of 

the lesser of two evils, and both 
parties know this. The two par-
ties have no incentive to pick a 
candidate with vision, but only 
the one most likely to get more 
votes than whomever the other 
party runs. Seldom is even one 
candidate from any third party 
on the ballot. Even the Libertar-
ians have all but thrown in the 
towel.

The short sighted voter, not 
wanting to “waste” his vote, goes 
along with the sham, mostly be-
cause he feels he has no choice. In 
reality, however, the voter wastes 
his vote no matter which of the 
two levers he pulls.

I’ll pull any third lever (though 
I may balk at the Nazi candidate 
if I thought he actually had a 
chance to win), and will vote for 
any independent who is not an 
obvious fruitcake.

Not one word in our Constitu-
tion limits us to a two party sys-
tem.

We desperately need the Lib-
ertarian party. We also need a 
Green party and a Socialist par-
ty, and maybe even a Commu-
nist party, too. Remember, this 
is America, where even George 
Wallace’s American party was 
possible.

I voted for Ross Perot twice, 
knowing he had no chance at 
all the second time, and he was 
pretty nutty. Maybe if more of us 
had voted for Perot on his first 
run, the Republicans wouldn’t 
have dared run W.

We must break the “two party 
system,” before the one party sys-
tem destroys our republic.

Bill Alton lives in Exeter.

It’s Party Time
from previous page

by Rodman Philbrick

Albert Einstein explained 
how gravity bends light, but 

he was stumped when it came 
to February. How is it that the 
shortest month of the years some-
times seems to be the longest? 
‘Everything is relative’ doesn’t 
cut the mustard. There must be 
a quantum explanation having to 
do with the observation of leap 
years. And this is one of those 
years, so February is pretty much 
guaranteed to hang around long 
after its welcome has been thor-
oughly worn out.

What’s a person to do, given 
the convergence of the Heisen-
berg’s Uncertainty Theorem and 
the winter doldrums? There’s 
only one possible answer. Go for 
the observer effect. Warm up the 
friendly electrons in your DVD 
player. Let those handy little mi-
crowaves expand the universe of 
popcorn. And although it defies 
all logic, keep the remote close.

3:10 To Yuma: Quality remake 
of a western, based on a screen-
play by Halsted Welles, based 
on a story by rookie pulp writer 
Elmore Leonard. If you think 
too many cooks have spoiled the 
soup, think again. The set-up re-
mains simple and compelling. 
A dirt-poor farmer (Christian 
Bale) signs on to escort a danger-
ous prisoner (Russell Crowe) to 
the train in Yuma. Crowe’s char-
ismatic villain steals the show. 
He’s the kind of heartless hom-
bre who’ll smile as he kills you. 

Directed by James Cop Land 
Mangold, whose astute casting 
includes Peter Fonda as an odi-
ous and thoroughly convincing 
bounty hunter.

While we’re on the Western 
theme, you may want to check out 
The Assassination of Jesse James By 
The Coward Robert Ford. As has 
been mentioned in these pages 
by author Dennis Robinson, leg-
endary outlaw Jesse James has 
inspired approximately one bil-
lion mostly cheesy movies about 
his supposed heroics, as well as 
an excellent and corrective biog-
raphy by the aforementioned au-
thor. The title pretty much gives 
away the ending on this one, for 
those few who don’t know how 
bad boy Jesse met his fate. But 
suspense isn’t really the point. 
The point, for fans of Brad Pitt, 
is to see the celebrity icon mum-
ble and muse his way through a 
role as an even more notorious 
celebrity, one who robbed and 
killed his way to fame. Others 
will be interested to watch Casey 
Affleck’s star-turn as the pathetic 
hanger-on who eventually back-
shoots his famous cousin. With 
Sam Shepard as Jesse’s brother 
Frank.

Hustle: This excellent series 
from British television is a co-
production with AMC. Which 
is only fitting, since it borrows 
shamelessly from American 
shows like It Takes A Thief, Mis-
sion Impossible, and every caper 
flick ever made. The point is, 
Hustle does it really, really well. 

Each DVD contains a trio of 
hour-long episodes about a gang 
of slick and mostly young (Rob-
ert Vaughan being the excep-
tion) con artists taking down a 
rich and greedy “victim,” all with 
timetable precision, cool cos-
tume changes, a rockin’ sound 
track, slick cinematography, and 
a sense of veddy English derring-
do. Too bad David Niven wasn’t 
around to guest star, but Clive 
Owens will have to do.

Since we have veered from 
Westerns to TV, how about an 
American classic that has ele-
ments of both, plus a great sports 
car? Route 66 is being newly re-
issued, having been restored and 
digitally transferred from the 
original master negatives—the 
second volume will peel off into 
the sunset this month. Anybody 
over the age of forty can hum 
the Nelson Riddle theme song, 
but what you may not recall is 
the simple but effective quality 
of the narrative as it moves from 
place to place, with a new set of 
supporting characters in each ep-
isode. Two cool dudes in a cool 
car doing their beatnik-inspired 
on-the-road thing, drifting into a 
new town and a new story every 
week. Not a bad premise. Guest 
stars that first season in 1960 
included Keir Dullea, Everett 
Sloane, Lew Ayres, Bruce Dern, 
and Suzanne Pleshette. All in 
glorious—and lovingly photo-
graphed—black & white.

Black like the cold heart of 
February. White like the snow.

A Couple of Items Just for Old Times’ Sake
It’s a Pulpit, Not a Paper

Rev. J. J. Hall, pastor of the 
Pine street Free Baptist church 
at Manchester, has given notice 
to his people that the pulpit was 
not an advertising box, and tore 
up all the notices that had been 
sent from other societies, travel-
ing shows and reformed orators 
who pay depended upon the re-
ceipts of their Sunday entertain-
ments. He stated that the daily 

papers contained the news, and 
to them they must look for such 
information.

A Corrupt Bargain 
Between Two Scoundrels

The right of Gen. Massacre C. 
Butler to a seat as U. S. Senator 
from South Carolina is to be in-
vestigated, further evidence hav-
ing come to light that Patterson’s 
support of Butler was in consid-
eration of a corrupt bargain be-

tween two scoundrels. 
Thursday, January 24, 1878
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FBI Tortures Related to 
Hearings of Senate 

Intelligence Committee
[Via e-mail—The Ed.]
Dear Madam and/or Sir,
I kindly request you to read 

the attached information on the 
childish GOP-run counterintel-
ligence in FBI for personal en-
richments of its selected officials 
involved in crimes from within. 
Republican criminals there imply 
that they follow on the pattern of 
their leaders in the White House 
on enrichments in Iraqi war 
through corporations like Hali-
burton and that they do so with 
adjustments to their domestic 
capabilities. They show off that 
Vice President Dick CHENEY 
bought multi-millions real estate 
in the exclusive area of Maryland 
several months after going to war 
in Iraq. They take away anything 
they want for personal benefits. 
They do so with impunity.

In fact, Republican criminals 
in FBI counterintelligence insin-
uate that the GOP election pro-
gram for 2008 comes to four more 
years of George W. BUSH and 
Dick CHENEY under name of 
John McCAIN to indebt further 
the USA, rob its federal budget, 
enrich themselves, put the burden 
of repaying debts on next genera-
tions and terrorize the American 
people under the cover of war on 
terrors. They arranged showing 
a flyer in French language con-
tained among others the follow-
ing words in its highlights: “fa-
mille de Bush, compte bancaire su-
isse secret, guerre en Iraq,” to the 

best of my recollection and with 
possible misspellings. I do not 
know French and cannot get the 
exact meaning.

On February 5, 2008 National 
Intelligence Director Mike Mc-
CONNELL, CIA Director Mi-
chael V. HAYDEN, FBI director 
Robert S. MUELLER and DIA 
Director Michael D. MAPLES 
testified before the Senate In-
telligence Committee led by its 
Chairman John D. ROCKE-
FELLER and its Vice Chairman 
Christopher S. BOND. The hear-
ings were on current and project-
ed national security threats. The 
FBI have applied various tortures 
against me that I would not and 
could not distribute any informa-
tion which relates to subversions 
of its National Security Branch 
against U.S. homeland security. 
Such and other selected facts are 
presented in attachment which is 
in the zipped format of Micro-
soft Word without any virus and 
without any other danger to the 
setup of your computer.

Now, I and my wife are 82.0 
hours without sleep. We managed 
to take about 8.0 hours of naps in 
the sitting positions during the 
last 3 days. We do not have access 
to our drinking water, bread, oth-
er food and clothes in the house 
of sitting for the extended week-
end although we have been ex-
torted the jobs in the amount of 
over $70,000.00 for keeping our 
personal belongings there. We do 
not know whether we will be al-
lowed to do the housing sitting 
during coming extended week-
end from Thursday to Mon./
Tues. or whether Republican 
criminals in FBI counterintelli-
gence will direct the house own-
ers to keep us on the street. At 
the same time, they are making 
money on our $620,000.00 capi-
tal they seized without any valid 
authority of law. The same relates 
to the house owner who get prof-
its in their business working out 
of the farm and using computer 
setups I have made without pay.

Thanking you in advance for 
your time, I wish you all the 
best.

Sincerely,
Slawomir J. Borowy
Slawomir:
We regret to inform you that the 

evidence seems to suggest that you 
may have been spending too much 
time campaigning with Robert 
Haines (see News Briefs).

The Editor
4

Demand 
Ethical Media Practice

To the Editor:
The mainstream media have 

done nothing to correct the 
smear campaign against Obama. 
Complete lies circulated on the 
Internet, have been investigated 
and proven to be false. The only 
media source that has attempted 
to correct them has been CNN. 
It is probably the only source not 
controlled and censored. People 
are still receiving and believing 
the smear tactics. I don’t believe 
such attacks have come from the 
Republican Party, but from right 
smack dab in the middle of an 
opposition camp. The media has 
an obligation to put the truth in 
their publications prior to Super 
Tuesday. 

Everyone should demand a 
correct response from all media 
sources. 

Ronald L. Waldron
Jamestown, NY
Ronald:
We are sure we have seen de-

bunking of at least some of the 
Obama smears on other media out-
lets besides CNN. That’s a drop-in-
the-bucket solution, though. What 
we really need is to require proof of 
critical thinking skills before allow-
ing anyone to graduate from high 
school.

The Editor
4

Jacoby, Israel and Terrorists
To the Editor:
In a Jan. 16 Boston Globe col-

umn Jeff Jacoby complained 
about Israel negotiating with 

Palestinians, saying “terrorists 
must be anathematized and de-
feated, and the fever-swamps 
that breed them drained and de-
toxified.” If his orders were fol-
lowed it would mean eliminating 
Israel, which was born of terror-
ism such as that noted in ency-
clopedias relating the life and 
death of United Nations envoy 
Folke Bernadotte:

“Count Bernadotte and Col. 
Andre Serot of the French Air 
Force were assassinated in Jeru-
salem by members of the Stern 
group, an organization of extreme 
Zionists who had committed nu-
merous atrocities over a period of 
years against the British and Ar-
abs.”—Encyclopedia Americana 

“Following a number of threats 
against his life, he and Andre Se-
rot, a French Air Force colonel 
and UN observer, were murdered 
by Jewish extremists.”— Encyclo-
pedia Brittanica

The first of many UN resolu-
tions Israel has shredded is its 
refusal to report its investigation 
of those murders, and far from 
making them pariahs, Israel 
made terrorists Yitzhak Shamir 
and Menachem Begin its prime 
ministers. Its record of mass kill-
ing, wrecking and robbing in and 
beyond Palestine shows it fits 
a description Jacoby provided: 
“rarely has a society shown itself 
less suited for sovereignty. “

Marjorie Gallace
Camden, ME
Marjorie:
As the late Robert Fowle was 

fond of reminding us, “It all de-
pends whose ox is gored.”

The Editor
4

Barbarians
To the Editor:
Barbarians: bizarre, primitive, 

wild or uncivilized. That word 
burst into my mind as I watched 
the State of the Union address. 
Here was a President talking to 
elected representatives about 
killing people, and they were 
cheering and clapping and giv-

ing standing ovations.
I’m a father, businessperson 

and a Vietnam veteran. I woke 
up to my military experience five 
years ago. I have learned much 
since then. My motto is: If you 
have to hurt someone to solve a 
problem, you are the problem. 
Barbarians would disagree.

Arnold Stieber
Grass Lake, MI
Arnold:
Amen, Brother.
The Editor

4
Republican Debate

To the Editor:
In the Republican Presidential 

debate January 30, 2008 it was 
outrageous how the Republicans 
candidates are playing their po-
litical games to protect Bush and 
his Republican comrades while 
our troops are dying in Iraq. All 
the Republicans in Congress do, 
day in and day out, is stonewall 
and block votes by filibuster and 
Presidential veto because they 
know if anything comes to the 
floor for a vote, on Iraq or help-
ing the American people, they 
will lose. Bush and his Republi-
can comrades all seem to believe 
this Iraq war is about partisan 
gamesmanship, but it not. It is 
about Americans and others be-
ing maimed, sickened, and losing 
their lives by this lunacy unjust 
Iraq war. 

Where are the peacemakers? 
Get American soldiers out of 

Iraq!
William Alford Perry 
West Blocton, AL

4
What Is 

Frank Guinta Thinking?
To the Editor:
I must say I am very sur-

prised to see that Frank Guinta 
is thinking about a run for Gov-
ernor. Wasn’t it just two months 
ago he was elected for a second 
term to lead the city of Man-
chester? It seems to me that if 
he decides to run for Governor, 
there will be little or no time for 

436-9322 180 Islington St.
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him to run the city he has been 
elected to lead. Not to mention, I 
find it a bit ridiculous that Guin-
ta would even consider running 
for Governor in the first place. 
After all, it seems that his man-
agement skills of Manchester are 
poor, I can’t even imagine what 
a disaster he would be leading 
New Hampshire!

We have a fantastic Governor 
in John Lynch. He is been an ex-
ceptional leader and has made 
New Hampshire a better place to 
live for Granite Staters. I ask peo-
ple to join with me in supporting 
Governor Lynch in 2008.

James Lynam
Manchester, NH

4
News Flash: Reagan Still Dead!

To the Editor:
I heard two strange questions 

while I was watching the Presi-
dential debates.

The strange Republican ques-
tion: “Why would Ronald Rea-
gan endorse you?”

The strange Democratic ques-
tion: “Why would Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. endorse you?”

The candidates answered the 
questions.

Are the Republicans styling 
themselves as the Ronald Rea-
gan Party and the Democrats as 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Par-
ty?

Why would they do that? 
Maybe they don’t feel comfort-
able with whom they are and so 
want to pretend to greatness. Af-
ter all—that is what they are do-
ing. I bring to your attention the 
fact that both Ronald Reagan 
and Martin Luther King, Jr. are 
dead.

Why are presidential candi-
dates of both parties putting 
words into the mouths of dead 
men? For all their greatness they 
remain dead.

The questions and the answers 
blurred the line between life and 
death. Were we seeing a channel-
ing on national television? Has 
Nancy Reagan’s fascination with 
the occult now become a party 
plank?

Let me be perfectly clear about 
whether or not Martin Luther 
King, Jr. or Ronald Reagan are 
going to endorse anyone for the 

2008 Presidential election:
“For the living know that they 

shall die: but the dead know not 
any thing, neither have they any 
more a reward; for the memory 
of them is forgotten. Also their 
love, and their hatred, and their 
envy, is now perished; neither 
have they any more a portion for 
ever in any [thing] that is done 
under the sun.” 

—Ecclesiastes 9:5-6
Alfred Brock 
Wayne MI 

4
The Economic Divide Widens

To the Editor:
Once again, the news reported 

that Exxon has “earned” record-
breaking profits. Once again, its 
profits are higher than ever be-
fore, just as the profits last year, 
and the years before that broke 
those previous records. People 
are loosing their homes and hav-
ing to decide between food and 
fuel, while the richest of the rich 
are getting richer.

Our Senators and House Rep-
resentatives can reverse this ma-
licious distribution of wealth—
this ongoing theft—that is rip-
ping our society apart. They can 
end the tax breaks for oil compa-
nies and the very, very rich. They 
can enact laws against oil and 
gas price-gouging. They can stop 
money being siphoned to off-
shore hiding places like Dubai. 

Our prosperous democracy 
is being broken up into a third-
world oil plutocracy so long as 
Congress fails to act. 

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, CA 

4
Forget It, Frank

To the Editor:
Frank Guinta is in desperate 

need of a reality check. As a citi-
zen who loves New Hampshire 
dearly, I am asking you not to run 
for Governor. Not only will you 
embarrass yourself by the mar-
gin in which you lose but not for 
one moment should you even be-
gin to think you are qualified to 
lead this great state. Your leader-
ship, or more appropriately, your 
lack of leadership in Manchester 
stemming from schools to crime 
is an absolute disgrace. Save 
yourself the time and money and 

focus on your constituents in-
stead of some unrealistic dream 
of becoming Governor.

Emmanuel Hudon
Manchester, NH

4
Mitt the Chameleon

To the Editor: 
Like tofu, Mitt Romney seems 

to take a position or recreate his 
history convenient to the issue at 
hand. Seemingly a great believer 
in the ends justifies the means; he 
will cozy up to any cause or tem-
porarily change his beliefs as long 
as it will garner votes, following 
the “ends justify the means” prin-
ciple. Romney’s ends? Tax cuts, 
again and again and again.

In fairness his “evolving” 
stances were motivated by com-
promise due to the 
rough waters of the 
liberally dominated 
Massachusetts. In 
his senatorial cam-
paign Mitt negated 
Ted Kennedy by be-
coming pro-choice, joining dem-
onstrations and contributing to 
their cause: the most effective 
measure to get women’s votes. 

He was against same sex and 
civil unions, but his hand was 
forced by the State Supreme 
Court and he worked out a com-
promise amendment for awhile, 
granting civil unions to in-state 
homosexuals, begging the Feder-
al government to intervene with 
an encompassing amendment of 
their own.

He raised taxes to cover the 
inherited deficit, then cut them 
and raised fees on licenses, fol-
lowing the reverse Robin Hood 
method of giving back what he 
previously took away. The overall 
tax burden of the state increased 
upon his departure.

In preparation for his Presi-
dential run, Mitt reverted back to 
his tax cutting, pro life, tradition-
al marriage trait to appease con-
servatives since they are a greater 
source of votes, surfing between 
women, minorities and gays over 
the wave of individual state pri-
maries.

Little did we know that “he 
was there” with his father in civil 
right marches, or that he was a 
hunting advocate? Through the 

process of osmosis he became the 
new “change” candidate, adopted 
after Iowa because it worked so 
well for Barrack. He supports 
the military intervention in Iraq, 
while his five sons choose to 
serve in different ways, mind you 
one not in the line of gunfire or 
car bombs.

Now as the economic waters 
become choppy, we are remind-
ed non-stop of his effective busi-
ness leadership due to his “cor-
porate turnaround” resume. He 
has achieved the most money 
for investors and corporations, 
but as any accountant knows, the 
most immediate results for profit 
come first by layoffs. The work-
ing class is already suffering from 
a climate where corporations are 

doing great, shop-
ping jobs overseas 
while American 
wages stagnate and 
costs for healthcare, 
tuition, retirement 
and housing consis-

tently increase. Can a 55-year old 
worker afford the luxury of a bet-
ter balance sheet?

This makes one wonder if pri-
vate business leadership trans-
lates to the government environ-
ment. When he was Governor he 
eventually cut taxes by reducing 
the state tuition subsidy, creating 
a 63% rise in tuition costs. Let’s 
not forget the debacle of the Su-
perhighway, a fiscal fiasco which 
literally ended in collapse. Per-
haps cutting cost isn’t the same as 
making government grow, a key 
criteria for the next President.

In 2000, we had a candidate 
promising to be “the compas-
sionate conservative,’ for which 
we got $10 trillion dollars in 
deficits, Katrina, budget cuts to 
education, and will end in disas-
trous economic climate dwarfing 
October 1987. But at the time 
candidate Bush said “whatever” 
works, as long as it gets him into 
to office with his hands on the 
purse strings.

Mitt Romney is the Bush fam-
ily successor.

Ronald Reagan stood by prin-
ciple even if it meant going 
down to defeat, as Mr. Reagan 
did in 1976. His consistent be-
liefs and changing events of the 

time made him more appreciated 
come 1980.

Mitt should realize when one 
compromises the end product 
resembles nothing of what one 
truly wants. This is the price for 
not standing on principle due 
to the lust of winning. His con-
stant evolution to fit the current 
equation means he can’t be trust-
ed. America can’t afford more 
rounds of massive tax cuts, Rom-
ney’s true goal, to please his ilk 
while ignoring the working class, 
with the false hope that we can 
wait for a “trickle down.”

Ronald Reagan stood on prin-
ciple, no wavering, thinking we 
would see his way. He risked los-
ing, a chance Mitt is far too su-
perficial to accept. While in phi-
losophy he purports to be like 
Ronald Reagan, he is no Ronald 
Reagan.

David DiBello
Lakewood, NJ 

4
Primary Colors Unfurled

To the Editor:
As an American citizen living 

abroad, I proudly and gratefully 
availed myself of the privilege of 
participating in the nomination 
of my chosen 2008 presidential 
election candidate by registering 
and voting by Internet online. 
Planning ahead for 2012, let’s 
look forward to more hope, less 
hype by primarily initiating hip-
hop reform, starting with abol-
ishing the flunked-out electoral 
college system, and then repav-
ing the information superhigh-
way with simultaneous elections 
featuring a universal one-person, 
one-vote, freer and fairer model 
for wwworldwide fledgling de-
mocracies to follow.

Dr. Charles Frederickson
Bangkok, Thailand 
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Portsmouth is bounded on the north 
and east by the Piscataqua River. De-
pending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, 
or the fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gal-
lons of salt water from the ocean, up 
the river, into Great Bay. (If the moon 
ever stopped moving that water for us, 
it could be replaced with 2,125,000 

tanker trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a rov-

ing hydraulic conflict as incoming sea 
and outgoing river collide. The skir-
mish line moves from the mouth of 
the river, past New Castle, around the 
bend by the old Naval Prison, under 
Memorial Bridge, past the tugboats, 

and on towards Great Bay. This spec-
tacle can best be seen when the chart 
below shows the tide rising. A good 
place to watch is the little deck near 
the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 

to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 
Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this 
is from Bow Street, up by St. John’s 
church. Look up the river, from one 
of the little parking lots between the 
buildings. (Don’t try to drive or park 
there, that won’t work.) You’ll see a red 

buoy, at the upstream end of Badger’s 
Island, bobbing around in the current. 
That buoy weighs several tons, is nine 
feet wide, and it bobs and bounces in 
the current like a cork! The river also 
has its placid moments, around high 
and low tides. Often when the river 
rests, its tugboats and drawbridges 

work their hardest. Ships coming in 
heavily laden with coal, oil, and salt 
generally do so at high tide, for max-
imum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memo-
rial Bridge.
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2004—The Washington Post re-
ports an apparent six-month gap 
in George W. Bush’s Air Nation-
al Guard service record.
2003—Federal authorities tout 
plastic sheeting and duct tape as 
our first line of defense against 
the Axis of Evil.
1990—Perrier Water is pulled 
from shelves due to benzene 
contamination.
1989—To evade regulation, the 
World Wrestling Federation ad-
mits in court that it’s an exhibi-
tion, not a sport.
1971—Protests take place across 
the nation in response to the U.S. 
invasion of Laos.
1962—Captured U-2 pilot 
Francis Gary Powers is released 
by the Soviet Union during a spy 
swap in Berlin.
1910—Five members of the 
Bloomsbury group, disguised as 
Abyssinian royalty, trick Royal 
Navy officers into giving them a 
tour of HMS Dreadnaught.
1897—The New York Times first 
proclaims it publishes “All the 
news that’s fit to print.”
1535—A dozen Anabaptists 
run naked through the streets of 
Amsterdam.
1355—In Oxford, England, a 
dispute between local residents 
and university students over beer 
ends with 63 students and about 
30 locals dead.

2006—Dick “Dick” Cheney be-
comes the second sitting Vice 
President to shoot a man when 
he “peppers” his pal Harry Whit-
tington in the face. 
1992—”I’d like to thank my 
family for loving me and taking 
care of me,” says mentally handi-
capped Johnny Frank Garrett as 
Texas prepares to kill him with 
poison, “and the rest of the world 
can kiss my ass.”
1990—Nelson Mandela is re-
leased from prison after 27 
years.
1981—Eight workers are con-
taminated when 100,000 gallons 
of radioactive coolant leak at the 
Sequoyah 1 nuclear power plant 
in Tennessee.
1963—The CIA creates a “Do-
mestic Operations Division.”
1963—The third time’s a charm 
for Sylvia Plath.
1937—The Great Flint [Mich.] 
Sit-Down Strike ends in victory 
for the workers.
1926—The Mexican government 
nationalizes all church property.
1919—Emma Goldman is ar-
rested for the crime of telling 
women about birth control.
1861—The U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives unanimously passes 
a resolution guaranteeing not to 
interfere with slavery.
1790—Quakers petition Con-
gress to emancipate the slaves.

2004—USA Today reports that 
top-ranking former Texas Air 
National Guard officers say 
files were “cleansed” to protect 
George W. Bush.
2004—In Fallujah, Iraq, a con-
voy including the U.S. com-
mander Gen. John Abizaid is 
ambushed.
1999—The Senate fails to con-
vict Bill Clinton.
1955—The U.S. assumes control 
of training for the South Viet-
namese military.
1947—Sixty protesters burn 
draft cards in New York City.
1917—A mob of thousands in 
Bisbee, AZ herds 1,200 mem-
bers of the IWW into boxcars 
to be shipped off and dumped in 
the New Mexico desert.
1839—The boundary dispute 
between Maine and New Bruns-
wick known as “The Aroostook 
War” begins. No one is hurt.
1831—A solar eclipse inspires 
slave Nat Turner’s rebellion.
1809—Birth of Abe Lincoln.
1781—The first issue of The Ver-
mont Gazette or Green Moun-
tain Post-Boy is printed, on the 
Stephen Daye press, brought to 
America in 1638.
1771—After a meal of lobster, 
caviar, kippered herring and sau-
erkraut, followed by 14 semla 
pastries, Sweden’s King Adolf 
Frederick dies of indigestion.

2004—George W. Bush releases 
his National Guard files, which 
fail to document satisfactory ser-
vice. Meanwhile, former mem-
bers of his unit say they never 
saw him.
2002—Former Rumsfeld assis-
tant Ken Adelman predicts the 
Iraq War will be a “cakewalk.”
1991—A U.S. laser-guided bomb 
kills some 400 Iraqi civilians in a 
bunker in Baghdad.
1971—After hitting three spec-
tators with his first two shots at 
the Bob Hope Classic, Veep Spi-
ro “Ted” Agnew throws down his 
clubs and quits in disgust.
1968—At Ft. Jackson, SC, five 
Army soldiers are arrested for 
praying for peace.
1967—National Student Asso-
ciation reveals it has “secretly and 
indirectly” received over $3 mil-
lion from the CIA over 15 years.
1964—LBJ advisor Walt Rostow 
says bomb Hanoi.
1950—A U.S.A.F. B-36 with 
engine trouble jettisons a nucle-
ar weapon with a dummy core 
into the Pacific near Vancouver 
Island.
1946—The day he’s honorably 
discharged, black vet Isaac Wo-
odard is beaten & blinded by 
white cops in Aiken, SC.
1865—Confederacy OK’s slaves 
as soldiers, provided their own-
ers approve.

1989—The Ayatollah Khomeini 
puts a fatwa on Salman Rushdie.
1973—The first American 
POWs released from North 
Vietnam arrive at Travis AFB, 
Calif.
1971—Nixon’s secret taping sys-
tem is installed in the White 
House.
1945—Fire-bombing of Dres-
den, by British and American 
warplanes, enters its second day.
1929—Al Capone’s gang wipes 
out “Bugsy” Moran’s gang in the 
St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. 
Asked by a cop who shot him, 
Frank “Tight Lips” Gusenberg 
says “nobody,” then dies.
1913—Happy Birthday, Jimmy 
Hoffa, wherever you are.
1912—The first U.S. sub with 
diesel engines is commissioned 
at Groton, Conn.
1899—Congress OKs voting 
machines for U.S. elections.
1891—General William Tecum-
seh “War is Hell” Sherman gets 
to verify his theory.
1873—Jack Gaffney is hanged 
for murder in Buffalo, NY by 
Erie County Sheriff and future 
president Grover Cleveland.
1849—James Knox Polk be-
comes the first U.S. president to 
have his photograph taken.
1778—The American flag re-
ceives its first salute, from the 
French.

2003—In the largest global pro-
test ever, between 10 and 25 mil-
lion people around the world 
protest the coming war in Iraq.
2002—Ignoring much scientif-
ic evidence and common sense, 
George W. Bush authorizes a 
nuke dump at Yucca Mountain.
2000—”We ought to make the 
pie higher,” says G.W. Bush.
1962—“I support Pres. Kennedy 
to the hilt [in Vietnam],” says 
Richard Nixon, “I only hope he 
will step up the build-up … ”
1933—An attempted assassina-
tion of FDR results in death of 
Chicago mayor Anton Cermak.
1917—U.S. Cavalry heads into 
Mexico after Pancho Villa.
1913—The infamous “Armory 
Show” opens in New York.
1910—The International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union strike 
ends victoriously.
1898—The battleship U.S.S. 
Maine explodes in Havana har-
bor, killing 260. W.R. Heart’s 
circulation explodes soon after.
1798—On the floor of the 
House, Rep. Roger Griswold 
(Federalist-CT) attacks Rep. 
Matthew Lyon (R-VT) with a 
thick hickory stick. 
1782—William Miller, Dooms-
day prophet, is born.
399 BC—Socrates is found 
guilty of impiety and corrupting 
the youth of Athens.

2006—The U.S. Army decom-
missions its last MASH unit.
1986—“Baby Doc” Duvalier 
flees Haiti.
1982—An aide to Nancy Reagan 
explains that the First Harridan 
will no longer accept “loaned” 
threads from big name designers 
because she “really just got tired 
of people misinterpreting what 
she was doing.”
1978—The first computer bulle-
tin board goes on-line, Chicago.
1968—Draft deferments for 
grad students end.
1964—A week after security 
in Saigon is “tightened,” a Viet 
Cong bomb in an American 
movie theater kills 3 U.S. soldiers 
and wounds another 50.
1962—A two-day anti-nuclear 
march on Washington begins.
1959—Fidel Castro becomes 
Premier of Cuba.
1916—Emma Goldman is bust-
ed for lecturing on birth control.
1899—Félix Faure, President of 
France, dies of apoplexy in his 
office while receiving oral sex.
1868—“The Jolly Gorks” change 
their name to “The Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks.”
1848—Womens’ Rights Con-
vention, Seneca Falls, N.Y.
1804—U.S. Navy Lt. Stephen 
Decatur climbs aboard the cap-
tured Philadelphia and burns it. 
He’s promoted to Captain.

2000—“I hate the gooks,” John 
McCain tells reporters, refer-
ring to North Vietnamese prison 
camp guards. “I will hate them as 
long as I live.”
1985—Gen. William Westmo-
reland abandons his libel suit 
against CBS.
1979—China invades Viet-
nam—again. They never learn.
1974—Disgruntled Army PFC 
Robert Preston steals a chop-
per from Ft. Meade, lands 150 
ft. from the White House with-
out opposition, flies back to 
Ft. Meade, then returns to the 
White House where he lands his 
chopper after it is shot up by au-
thorities.
1971—The U.S. Army’s former 
top enlisted man is indicted for 
conspiracy to defraud enlisted 
mens’ clubs.
1966—Sergeant Barry Sadler 
gets gold record for “Ballad of 
the Green Berets.”
1964—“I … believe,” says Rob-
ert Strange McNamara, “the 
introduction of ground troops 
in South Vietnam today would 
hinder rather than help the cam-
paign against the insurgency.”
1958—Pope Pius XII declares 
St. Clare of Assisi the patron 
saint of television.
1942—Armed whites in Detroit 
attack African-Americans mov-
ing into public housing.

1979—For the first time in his-
tory, in southern Nigeria, snow 
falls on the Sahara.
1970—The Chicago 7 are found 
innocent of conspiring to incite 
riots, but guilty of crossing state 
lines to incite riots.
1962—“We are going to win in 
Vietnam,” says Bobby Kennedy 
in Saigon. “We will remain here 
until we do win.”
1930—For the first time in his-
tory a cow, Nellie Jay, is milked 
aboard an airplane in flight, by 
one Elsworth W. Bunce.
1928—When the cornerstone 
of the Eastland County (TX) 
Courthouse is opened, a horned 
toad, allegedly placed within 31 
years earlier, hops out.
1873—The House of Repre-
sentatives reports on the Credit 
Mobilier scandal. Congress pro-
vided lavish government sub-
sidies for railroad corporations, 
which in turn sold stock at huge 
discounts to congressmen.
1859—Dan Sickles, a congress-
man, is the first American to try 
the “temporary insanity” plea. It 
works for him.
1834—The first U.S. labor paper, 
The Man, is published in NYC.
1478—The Duke of Clarence, 
a man of flexible allegiances, is 
drowned in a butt of malmsey 
(a barrel of wine) on orders from 
his brother.

2007—New Jersey OK’s civil 
unions for homosexual couples.
2003—Turkey tells the Pentagon 
to forget about unloading heavy 
military equipment for the Iraq 
war unless it coughs up $4 bil-
lion. The Pentagon balks.
2000—”I understand small busi-
ness growth,” says G.W. Bush, “I 
was one.”
1988—Prosecutors in Passaic 
Co. move to dismiss 1966 mur-
der indictments against Rubin 
“Hurricane” Carter.
1986—After due deliberation—
37 years—Congress ratifies UN 
treaty outlawing genocide.
1965—Antiwar protests are held 
in 30 cities across the U.S.
1964—The CIA informs the 
State and Defense departments 
that South Vietnam is making 
little progress against the ‘Cong.
1945—900 Japanese soldiers are 
reportedly killed by crocodiles.
1942—FDR puts 120K Ameri-
cans in concentration camps.
1912—In Lawrence, Mass., 200 
club-wielding police beat 100 
women pickets.
1847—Rescuers in the Sierra 
Nevada mountains reach the 
leftovers of the Donner Party.
1807—Ex-Veep Aaron Burr is 
arrested in Alabama for treason 
by plotting to create a new na-
tion out of parts of Mexico and 
Louisiana.

2007—The BBC reports that 
U.S. plans for attacking Iran in-
clude nuclear sites.
2005—Dr. Hunter S. Thompson 
takes his leave the way he lived—
entirely on his own terms.
2001—FBI agent Robert Hans-
sen, who had officially spied on 
American dissenters, is arrested 
for selling secrets to the KGB.
1971—A screw-up at the Na-
tional Emergency Center orders 
U.S. TV and radio stations off 
the air. The situation goes uncor-
rected for 30 minutes.
1950—A B-36 flying over the 
Pacific near Vancouver Island 
develops engine trouble. An H-
bomb aboard, minus its pluto-
nium core, explodes, killing 5 
crewmen and scattering 45kg of 
uranium in the atmosphere. 
1939—Fritz Kuhn, a German 
veteran of WWI and naturalized 
U.S. citizen, leads 22,000 people 
in a pro-Nazi rally at Madison 
Square Garden.
1815—Almost two months af-
ter the Treaty of Ghent ends the 
War of 1812, the U.S.S. Constitu-
tion captures two British sloops 
off the coast of Portugal.
1725—Indian fighters under 
Captain John Lovewell take 10 
scalps from sleeping Indians in 
Wakefield, New Hampshire, 
which they later redeem in Bos-
ton for £100 each.

2001—”You teach a child to 
read,” says G.W. Bush, “and he 
or her will be able to pass a lit-
eracy test.’’
1988—Televangelist Jimmy 
Swaggart interrupts his regular 
broadcast to confess to an un-
specified but heinous sin.
1975—Three of R. Nixon’s for-
mer henchmen, John Mitchell, 
H.R. Haldeman, and John Erli-
chman, are sentenced to prison.
1965—Malcolm X is assassinat-
ed as he begins speaking at the 
Audubon Ballroom in Harlem.
1962—The Freedom Founda-
tion gives its George Washing-
ton award for “most outstand-
ing individual contribution to 
American freedom during 1961” 
to J. Edgar [“Mary”] Hoover. His 
boyfriend Clyde gets nada. 
1940—Germans begin building 
a concentration camp at Aus-
chwitz.
1934—The Nicaraguan National 
Guard assassinates Augusto Ce-
sar Sandino.
1916—Battle of Verdun begins.
1885—The Washington Monu-
ment is dedicated.
1828—First issue of the newspa-
per Cherokee Phoenix is printed, 
in English, and the newly-in-
vented Cherokee alphabet.
1804—The first self-propelled 
steam locomotive goes for a spin 
in Wales.

2006—The Golden Mosque in 
Samarra, Iraq is blown up.
2004—A leaked Pentagon docu-
ment predicts global doom from 
climate change.
1994—CIA agent Aldrich Ames 
is arrested for spying.
1987—Andy Warhol, having 
overcome his fear of doctors and 
hospitals to have routine gall 
bladder surgery, dies by medical 
misadventure.
1974—Trying to hijack an air-
liner to crash into the White 
House, Samuel Byck counter-
productively shoots the pilot 
and co-pilot before he is shot to 
death by police.
1972—Nixon meets Mao.
1967—Operation Junction City 
begins in Vietnam. It will be the 
largest U.S. offensive operation 
of the War.
1966—Barry Bondhus dumps 
human digestive byproduct on 
draft files.
1965—Gen. Wm. Westmore-
land asks LBJ for two battalions 
of Marines to protect the U.S. 
air base at Danang. Despite the 
qualms of Ambassador Maxwell 
Taylor, LBJ says “OK.”
1965—Sam Lovejoy cuts down 
a weather tower for a proposed 
nuke plant in Montague, Mass.
1951—The Atomic Energy 
Commission reveals plans for 
atomic-powered airplanes.

2004—Rod Paige, U.S. Sec. of 
Education, calls the nation’s larg-
est teachers union a “terrorist or-
ganization.”
1974—Two days after presiding 
over the 100th birthday of his 
newspaper, the Oakland Tribune, 
former Sen. William Knowland 
(R-CA) shoots himself dead.
1971—Lt. Wm. Calley confesses 
to mass murder, and says his CO, 
Capt. E. Medina, ordered it.
1945—Marines plant the U.S. 
flag atop Mt. Suribachi.
1922—In France, Henri Landru 
is executed for having 11 wives, 
although one would have 
thought he’d suffered enough.
1922—Lewis Vernon Harcourt, 
1st Viscount Harcourt and for-
mer British Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, commits sui-
cide rather than face exposure as 
a pederast.
1882—Anarchist and writer B. 
Traven, author of Treasure of 
the Sierra Madre, is born in Pos-
nanie, Poland.
1868—In Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts, William Edward 
Burghardt Dubois is born.
1775—“Give me liberty, or give 
me death,” says Patrick Henry.
1669—Diarist Samuel Pepys, 
visiting Westminster Abbey, 
kisses and fondles Katherine of 
Valois, interred more than 200 
years earlier.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

10:�9

Tibetan
Buddhist Study

Portsmouth 
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338


