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The Fortnightly Rant

Don't Bother, They're Here
We’ve been a bit more dis-

tracted than usual lately 
due to the upcoming Memorial 
Bridge Rally, so Tuesday evening 
found us wondering what to 
do for a Rant. We quickly de-
cided that, since John Boehner 
(R-OH), the House Majority 
Leader, and Eric Cantor (R-VA), 
the Minority Whip, are so reli-
ably entertaining, we would just 
Google them, see what they’ve 
been doing, and go on from there. 
If we’re right, we thought, we’ll 
have some fun; if we’re wrong, 
we’ll be the fools. It seemed like 
a reasonable risk at the time.

Lo and behold, before we 
could even get to The Google we 
tripped over a video clip at the 
Huffington Post containing Mr. 
Boehner’s response to a question 
from ABC’s George Stephano-
polous about Republicans and 
carbon emissions.

“What is the Republican plan 
to deal with carbon emisions,” 
Stephanopolous asked, “which 
every major scientific organiza-
tion has said is contributing to 
climate change?”

“George,” Boehner responded, 
“the idea that carbon dioxide is a 
carcinogen that is harmful to our 
environment is almost comical. 
Every time we exhale, we exhale 
carbon dioxide. Every cow in the 
world, you know, when they do 
what they do, you’ve got more 
carbon dioxide.”

That exchange shows how 
Boehner was able to become the 
most powerful Republican in the 
House.* Using just 44 words, he 
successfully dodged the question, 
created a ludicrous straw man ar-
gument, brought the political de-
bate to a third level through the 
evocation of bovine flatulence, 
and falsely asserted that carbon 
dioxide is a carcinogen. 

Hard-to-find expertise like 

Tax Day Tea Party 2009

Term Limits • $top the Pork • Party Like It’s 1773 • Don’t Tread On Us • Protect Our Liberty • USSR 
Socialism Nyet • [“No” Symbol] Socialism • Taxed Enough Already • Congress Is A Toxic Asset • 
Honk If You Are Tea’d Off • DC District of Corruption • Read All Bills Before Signing • Free Mar-
kets Not Free Loaders • We Hired You We Can Fire You • Democracy Yes!!—Socialism No!! • Stop 
Trashing Our Constitution • Debt—Change You Can Believe In • Congress Can You Hear Me Now!! 
• No More Taxes We Want Flat Tax • Don’t Blame Me I Voted For Palin • Honk If You’re Paying My 
Mortgage • Stimulate Business—Not Government • No Public Money For Private Failure • The Real 
Pirates Are In Washington • Too Much Government—Stop It Now • Keep Your Bailout I’ll Keep My 
Freedom • You Can’t Spend Your Way Out Of Debt • This Is Not Stimulus—This Is Destruction!!! • 
Congress We Are Tired Of Paying For Your Pork • $11 Trillion And Counting—Now That’s Change!! 
• I Am Here For My Grandchildren And My Country • We The People The Words We Live By Our 
Constitution • We’ll Keep Our Guns—We’ll Keep Our Money—You Keep the Change • Welcome 
To North Massachusetts And The Socialist States Of America • It Takes Brains To Spend Money, But 
Not To Spend It! Congress, Please Stop • No New Taxes—No New Fees—No New ‘Deficit’ Spend-
ing—No New Programs—Yes to: New Leadership • Pork Report—2B in ‘09—Stop Gov’t Waste!—
Don’t Saddle Our Kids/Grandkids With Debt!—NH—No New Taxes • Enough Is Enough!—Don’t 
Reward Bad Behaviour With My Tax $—Stay Out Of My Wallet—Frank & Dodd—Get Out • $11 
Trillion And Counting—The U.S. Can’t Afford This Kind of Change—Free Market Not Freeload-
ers—Congress Is A Toxic Asset • Politician—Stop Now—Over-Spending—Over-Taxing—American 
Citizens—PS—Barry—We Are A Christian Nation—Barry—Stop Bad-Mouthing America • One 
Nation Under God—We Are A Christian Nation—God Bless Our Troops—Congress Stop Spending 
Our Money—Don’t Cut Our Defense—No More Big Government—God Bless America

Market Square was the site of one of the largest, most 
rancorous rallies in memory from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. on 
Tax Day, April 15. The 2009 Tea Party Rally may 
have attracted a couple of hundred protesters. Two 
leather-lunged lads were particularly vehement with 
their nonstop chant, “Throw the Looters Out.” 

Diane Bitter told our Wandering Photographer 
that she, Sue Polidura, and Karla Ducharme had been 

planning to go to a similar event in Manchester but 
decided over coffee at Popovers to organize one here 
instead. Master of Ceremonies was Jeff Chidester, host 
of Portsmouth Community Radio’s “Right Here, Right 
Now,” broadcast at 6:00 p.m. Wednesdays. 

We would not presume to convey the sentiments of 
the protestors, so we have transcribed the content of as 
many of their signs as we could:

Save Our Bridges Rally
12:00 Noon, Tuesday, April 28, 2009

John Paul Jones Park, Kittery
Memorial Bridge and the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge both need 
major rehabilitation or they may be closed. New Hampshire Trans-
portation Commissioner George Campbell has developed a plan that 
would rehabilitate both bridges using federal stimulus funds. Maine 
has yet to sign on to that plan. An ad hoc coalition of local organiza-
tions including the Portsmouth Historical Society, Seacoast Local, 
Seacoast For Change, The American Legion’s Frank E. Booma Post 
#6, and others are encouraging residents of Portsmouth, Kittery, and 
the greater Seacoast area to send a message to the decision makers 
at the capitol in Augusta, Maine: Support the plan to rehabilitate 
Memorial Bridge and the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge, with federal 
stimulus funds. Ralliers from Portsmouth will leave Prescott Park at 
11:45. In case of rain, the rally will be held at the Portsmouth Discov-
ery Center, the former Public Library, at 12:00 noon.

pMemorial Bridge

pJohn Paul Jones Park, Kittery

Maine-NH Connections 
Study Public Hearings

The first two public informa-
tional meetings for the Maine-
NH Connections Study will take 
place on April 27 from 3:30-5:30 
p.m. at the Kittery Trading Post, 
and from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Ports-
mouth High School Auditorium. 
The two meetings will cover the 
same topics, acting as an intro-
duction to the study process and 
timeframe, and giving the public 
the opportunity to ask questions.

that must be the reason Ohio’s 
Eighth District has sent Boehner 
to Congress ten times. Why else 
would they overlook his petulant 
behavior, like tossing the 1,100-
page stimulus bill onto the floor 
of the House for someone else to 
pick up, or his weird fits of on-
camera weeping while address-
ing his colleagues?

Mr. Cantor wasn’t much of a 

challenge, either. During Presi-
dent Obama’s news conference 
on the economy on March 24, 
Cantor was in the audience—at 
the Washington, D.C. Verizon 
Center, for a Britney Spears con-
cert. Cantor later explained to 
CNN’s Dana Bash that he had 
a perfectly legitimate reason to 
attend: he had been invited to 
attend by a truckers association. 

Wolf Blitzer then explained what 
Cantor left unsaid: the truckers 
were donating money to Cantor’s 
political action committee. 

Two days after the conference 
and the concert, Bohner intro-
duced the Republicans’ alterna-
tive to President Obama’s budget. 
(Cantor, meanwhile, slipped out 
of the room.) The slender docu-
ment contained no numbers. 

For the latest news see:
PortsmouthBridges.com

or nhgazette.com

* Well, not really. Boehner’s election as 
Majority Leader on February 2, 2006 was 
made possible because his predecessor, 
Tom DeLay, was forced to resign—by 
other members of his own party—after he 
was indicted for violating campaign finance 
laws. Not that Boehner is above reproach. 
One day in the summer of 1995, on the 
floor of the House, Boehner distributed 
half a dozen checks from tobacco PACs to 
other members of Congress. That’s all right, 
though—that was not illegal.
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Eliot Auto
Used Cars - Reasonable
Service & Towing, too

Rt 236 Eliot, Me
(207) 439-0263

Market Square Jewelers
Peter T. Henry & Joan K. Henry

12 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 430-9587

Estate Jewelers
Buy • Sell • Trade

Loose Gems • Antique Restoration • Repairs
Gold • Silver • Costume • Bead Restringing

8 Clifford Street    Exeter, NH   778-6850 store   778-2670 café  
www.bluemoonmarket.net   www.bluemoon-yoga.net 

South Street and Vine

Wine for the table, not for the cellar.

Sunday through Thursday: 11 am - 6 pm
    Friday and Saturday: 9 am - 6 pm

359 Marcy St • 430-2984

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

New Boston Tool Room
Corner of Rt 125 and New Boston Rd.

Kingston, NH • 642-4054
Antique and Usable Tools for  

Collectors and Craftsmen

PORTSMOUTH, APRIL 
14—One of the nation’s best 
thinkers and writers on politics 
and economics spoke to, and hor-
rified, a rapt audience of about 
100 people today. He laid out the 
staggering size of our current fi-
nancial problem, how it was cre-
ated, and by whom. Though he 
offered no specific strategies for 
correcting it, and said he wasn’t 
even sure it could be managed, 
he did say that at some point, 
perhaps next year, the recession 
would end. And he even prom-
ised “a small silver lining” at the 
end of his talk.

Phillips began by saying that 
the financial crisis is bad “in ways 
we haven’t fully appreciated” 
yet. We are not even remotely 
halfway through this downturn. 
As recently as late last summer, 
many people were saying that 
in a worst case scenario, the to-
tal damage might be between 
$100 and $200 billion. By the 
new year, estimates had gone 
up to $500- $600 billion. More 
recently, the figure of $1 trillion 
has been bandied about. Phillips’ 
guess is that it will be more like 
$5 to $10 trillion. 

Anyone hearing these predic-
tions might be tempted to dis-
miss Phillips as the poster boy 
for “doom and gloom.” The brief 
history of his latest book Bad 
Money presents a clear case in 
his favor. The hardcover first edi-
tion was published one year ago. 
At the time, some dismissed it as 
being unduly pessimistic. Last 
fall’s financial meltdown, though, 
proved it to be prescient.

Phillips began with a descrip-
tion of how, in the early 1980s, 
Wall Street bankers invented 
“derivatives”—financial instru-
ments whose value is based on 
the value of other assets. Big 
profits could be made from the 
sale of these derivatives, which 
could be created almost at will. 

Naturally the market for them 
expanded rapidly, going from 
just a few billion dollars a year 
at the outset up to $800 billion 
a year. By the mid-1990s, deriva-
tives took up a larger share of the 
U.S. market than manufacturing.

At this point, according to 
Phillips, five elements began to 
come together to create the pres-
ent catastrophe.

The first element was the cre-
ation of a class of manic consum-
ers. The de-regulation of fees and 
interest rates on consumer loans 
caused a number of states—
Delaware and South Dakota first 
among them—to allow banks to 
jack up their interest rates and 
lower the barriers to borrowing. 
That caused a “race to the bot-

Noted Author Kevin Phillips Explains How We Got Into This Godawful Mess

tom,” as other states followed 
suit. The consumers’ share of the 
GDP rose from 65 to 72 per-
cent.

The second component was 
the removal in 1999 of barriers 
separating the financial, insur-
ance, and real estate markets 
which had been put in place by 
the Depression-era Glass-Stea-
gall Act. This gave Wall Street 
the opportunity to convert the 
American Dream™ of home 
ownership into raw material for 
high-stakes profit-making ven-
tures. Phillips cited the repeal of 
Glass-Steagall as evidence that 
while America claims to have a 
free market economy, in practice 
the thumb of Congress weighs 
heavily on the scales. In tax poli-
cy, as in other ways, he said Con-
gress has favored the financial 
sector over manufacturing for 
the past 25 years or more. Phil-
lips attibuted 70 percent of the 
responsibility for the catastrophic 
Glass-Steagall repeal to the Re-
publicans, and 30 percent to the 
Democrats; it was pushed by Re-
publicans, many Democrats went 
along, and Bill Clinton signed it. 
As a whole, said Phillips, “Con-
gress was too bought to reject the 
repeal of Glass-Steagall.” 

The third element of this ca-
tastrophe was massive borrow-

ing. Thanks to looser banking 
regulations such as the lowering 
of capital reserve requirements, 
the total indebtedness of the U.S. 
has ballooned from $11 trillion 
to $45 trillion.

Phillips’ fourth element was 
Wall Street’s cadre of “mad sci-
entists,” who created new forms 
of financial instruments such as 
collateralized debt obligations, 
which he compared, quite liter-
ally, to bombs. Before they could 
legally be sold, he noted, these in-
struments had to be given grades 
by rating agencies. Since these 
agencies did not really under-
stand the instruments, and since 
their own income rose as more of 
them were rated, the “integrity 
quotient” of the rating agencies, 
according to Phillips, is “about 
negligible.”

Finally, and perhaps most fun-
damentally, there was politics. 
Shocking though it is to consider, 
the banks and other institutions 
which received the most bailout 
money were also the institutions 
which had risked the most on 
crazy gambles, and—hat trick 
here—they were the institutions 
which had donated the most 
money to the politicians who had 
supported giving Wall Street the 
power to turn Main Street into 
a casino. The fat cats reaped the 

jackpots, and the homeowners 
are making up the losses.

Phillips, now 68, defies the 
stereotype of people becoming 
more conservative as they age. 
As a young man he was a senior 
strategist for Richard Nixon. He 
helped develop the “Southern 
strategy” which made Dixie a 
Republican stronghold. Since the 
first Bush administration, though, 
he has become increasingly criti-
cal of the GOP. Perhaps that is 
his way of repenting, his expia-
tion for his earlier works. 

And what about that silver lin-
ing Phillips promised? Other na-
tions—the Spanish, the Dutch, 
the British—have dominated the 
world before, and lost it. They’re 
still around. And they’re not do-
ing too badly.

Kevin Phillips, shown above on 
the stage at the Seacoast Reper-
tory Theatre, is the author of Bad 
Money: Reckless Finance, Failed 
Politics, and the Global Crisis of 
American Capitalism. Originally 
published in 2007, it was recently 
reissued in a Penguin paperback 
edition. with an updated 62-page 
Forward and a 25-page Afterword. 
The appearance by the nationally-
renowned Phillips was arranged 
by Seacoast Local and RiverRun 
Bookstore as part of their “Making 
the Connection” speaker series.

“The past is never dead,” says Wil-
liam Faulkner. “It isn’t even past.” 
At the intersection of Summer and 
Islington streets, pale old bricks peek 
through the asphalt.
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News Briefs:

The Literary Life

News Briefs
to page four

What’s Wrong With This Picture?—The bare granite post near the center 
of this photo usually has a bronze plaque on top of it, commemorating the 
Old State House which used to dominate the center of the square. At about 
6:30 on Friday morning, April 10, a crew of city workers noticed that 
the plaque had been wrenched from the top of the post and was resting 
against its base. The crew went to get some epoxy to re-attach it, but when 
they returned, the plaque was gone. One week later, Public Works Foreman 
Everett Kearn, from whom we learned these details, discovered the forty-
pound plaque leaning against the Public Works building on Peverly Hill 
Road. Re-installation is imminent. 

Hyperion Books is reported to 
have paid at auction a sum in the 
“high six figures” for a book to be 
written by Meghan McCain. 

Ms. McCain, 24, is the daugh-
ter of Republican Presidential 
nominee John McCain and his 
wife Cindy, a wealthy beer heir-
ess. Meghan is represented by 
Sterling Lord Literistic [sic]. 
Her oeuvre consists of one chil-
dren’s book about her father and 
some blog entries.

So a woman with next to 
nothing to say and a barely post-
adolescent voice in which to say 
it now has a book contract for 
which she will be paid a ton of 
money, which she will add to the 
hundreds of millions to which 
she is already heir. This feat 
was accomplished by a “literary 
agent” whose company name in-
cludes a word which is not in the 
dictionary.

If Samuel Johnson were not al-
ready dead, this would kill him.

Run, Bob, Run!
Ol’ Bob Smith … we really do 

miss him. It takes a special kind 
of politician to run in the presi-
dential primaries as a Republi-
can, denounce that party when 
he does poorly, go after the U.S. 
Taxpayers Party nomination, 
jump ship again to run as an 
Independent, and finally, when 
a plum committee assignment 
comes within reach, go crawling 
back to the GOP and resume his 
Senate seat like nothing hap-
pened. 

That Olympian display of in-
constancy may have helped en-
courage John E. Sununu to chal-
lenge Bob in the 2002 primaries. 
(Or maybe Grover Norquist’s 
encouragement was enough.) 
We had hopes our beloved for-
mer Senator might return to 

New Hampshire for a primary 
rematch in ‘08, but we were dis-
appointed. The Manchester Union 
Leader, though, has cheered us 
up. 

John DiStaso reported on 
April 9 that Ol’ Bob is running 
for retiring Senator Mel Marti-
nez’s Senate seat, down in Flor-
ida, whence he retreated after 
Sununu clobbered him.

Run, Bob, run!
Media Math

The administration has pro-
posed $534 billion in Pentagon 
spending for fiscal year 2010, 
which is four percent higher 
than last year’s budget. We try 
to be original here, but The Daily 
Show ran a series of news clips on 
the budget which we can’t resist 
passing along.

Sean Hannity, on Fox News, 
called the four percent increase 
“drastic cuts in the military bud-
get.”

An MSNBC announcer re-
ferred to the increase as “steep 
budget cuts.”

CNN called the additional 
spending “huge slashes to the 
Pentagon budget.”

Public Meetings 
Scheduled on Bridge Study

Two public meetings have been 
scheduled for Monday, April 27, 
regarding the Maine-NH Con-
nections Study.

The first will take place at 
the Kittery Trading Post, from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. The second 
will begin one hour later, at the 
Portsmouth High School Au-
ditorium, and run from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. 

“The two meetings will cover 
the same topics, acting as an in-
troduction to the study process 
and timeframe, and [give] the 
public the opportunity to ask 
questions,” according to study 
spokesperson Carol Morris. 

Morris’ press release said that 
“if the meetings are well attend-
ed, the practice will be contin-
ued throughout the study as a 
convenience to area residents.”

In a meeting with organizers 
of the rally scheduled for Tues-
day, April 28, Morris said there 
would be a series of six public 
meeting. As our press time ap-
proached, it remained unclear 
whether later meetings might 
be cancelled if the earlier meet-
ings were not “well attended.”

“At the meeting,” the release 
stated, “those who want to pro-
vide their thoughts or ask ques-
tions regarding the study in 
writing will also be able to do 
so.” 

It occurred to us that this 

The Flag Police are well aware 
that money is tight and times are 
hard. And certainly no one in their 
right mind would ever suggest that 
they be given the budgetary author-
ity to order up any new flags. They 
have enough trouble keeping the 
break room stocked with Sumatran 
Hi-Test and deep-fat fried toroids 
sprinkled with confectioners’ sugar. 
But they just can’t help thinking 
that with Memorial Bridge’s future 
in doubt, and with Memorial Day 
itself little more than a month off, 
a spanking new banner just might 
be in order.
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More News Briefs 
from page three

165 Deer Street
(next to Gary’s)

(603) 436-9600 • Closed Tuesday

“We got booze.”

When “the Army we had” was sent to war,  
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now.  
And a few of them could use a hand.

The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program  
provides permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment 

services for homeless veterans who would not be able to live  
independently without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and 
pans, or other household goods. VASC can accept these items,  

and distribute them to veterans who need them.
Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,  

at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov
This ad published as a public service by The New Hampshire Gazette.
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Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 431-0694
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603-430-0353

PPoo rr tt ss mm oo uu tt hh   
CC aa nn dd ll ee   CC oo..

PPoo rr tt ss mm oo uu tt hh   
CC aa nn dd ll ee   CC oo..

Unique 
gifts

Electric 
lighting

62 Congress St.
Portsmouth, NH

603-430-0353

Unique 
gifts

Electric 
lighting

PPoo rr tt ss mm oo uu tt hh   
CC aa nn dd ll ee   CC oo..

PPoo rr tt ss mm oo uu tt hh   
CC aa nn dd ll ee   CC oo..

Unique 
gifts

Electric 
lighting

62 Congress St.
Portsmouth, NH

603-430-0353 

Unique 
gifts

Electric 
lighting

62 Congress St.
Portsmouth, NH

603-430-0353 

PPoo rr tt ss mm oo uu tt hh   
CC aa nn dd ll ee   CC oo..

62 Congress St.
Portsmouth, NH

603-430-0353 

Unique 
gifts

Electric 
lighting

“It smells good in here.”

PPoo rr tt ss mm oo uu tt hh   
CC aa nn dd ll ee   CC oo..

62 Congress St.
Portsmouth, NH

603-430-0353 

Unique 
gifts

Electric 
lighting

“It smells good in here.”

“It smells good in here.”
“It smells good in here.”

“It smells good in here.”
“It smells good in here.”

163 Islington St ~ 436-7330

Here’s Some Good News:

Poco’s Bow Street Cantina
37 Bow Street, Portsmouth

(603) 431-5967

Northcountry Chronicle

The Pursuit of Insolvency
by William Marvel

Blighted as it is now with gas-
oline stations, convenience 

stores, and transient multitudes, 
the Main Street of Conway Vil-
lage projected an atmosphere of 
exquisite beauty and tranquil-
ity as little as half a century ago. 
Imposing 19th-century homes 
dominated the town, flavoring 
it with a blend of Federal and 
Victorian splendor. Even after 
the installation of Conway’s first 
traffic light, the Four Corners in-
tersection typified the small New 
England town that retail devel-
opers and village associations 
spend millions of dollars trying 
to replicate, without much suc-
cess.

Just west of that intersection, 
among idyllic white residences 
and towering shade trees, stood 
the Carroll County Trust Com-
pany. By 1959 that sturdy brick 
fortress was my bank. As a boy 
I climbed the wide granite steps 
there whenever I had collected 
a few dollars, placed the money 

and my passbook on a walnut 
counter for a man I could just 
glimpse behind a wrought-iron 
cage, and pondered the crenel-
lated cornice moldings while the 
teller recorded the deposit in my 
book.

The building had evidently 
not changed, inside or out, since 
1890. With its tall, narrow win-
dows, granite lintels, black-
and-white tile floor, and heavy 
woodwork, it resembled a bank 
the Daltons might have robbed. 
At the back of the lobby loomed 
the vault with its massive door, 
behind which lay the safety de-
posit box where my grandfather 
stored his remaining cash during 
the Depression. I still have that 
box, in the same vault, but the 
bank’s decor is a lot more bland 
these days.

Perhaps because of the De-
pression, saving money was still 
considered a significant virtue 
fifty years ago, and I confess that 
it’s the only virtue I ever followed 
consistently. As it was explained 
to me when I was about ten, 

savings accounts amounted to a 
civic responsibility: unless a lot 
of people deposited money the 
bank could not make large loans, 
and no one would be able to start 
businesses, or buy cars and hous-
es; in return, the bank gave me 
a fairly generous portion of the 
interest it charged on loans. Now 
banks charge borrowers more, 
give depositors less, and scrimp 
on architecture.

Early in adulthood I noticed 
that borrowers were many, and 
savers few. How so little savings 
could support so much borrowing 
mystified me, and around 1980 I 
heard an economist named Les-
ter Thurow express similar per-
plexity. If I remember his lecture 
accurately, he calculated that 
Americans banked only about six 
percent of their earnings, com-
pared to savings rates between 25 
and 50 percent in some countries. 
That, he said, helped explain why 
those other countries’ economies 
were so much more vibrant than 
ours, because theirs were built on 
investment while ours was based 

almost exclusively on spending.
The average American saves 

much less now. The proportion 
of income that goes into savings 
is  “near zero,” claimed a guest 
on “All Things Considered” early 
this month, and that seems cred-
ible in light of the crippling debt 
most people have assumed.

That reckless willingness to 
accept enormous debt provided 
much of the fuel behind the out-
rageous inflation of recent years. 
Were it not for an abundance 
of willing victims who insist on 
having everything the American 
Nightmare offers—at any cost, so 
long as it is deferred—it would 
not be possible to sell crackerbox 
houses at twice their value; lend-
ers could never attach so unjusti-
fiable an extortion as “points” to 
a mortgage; automobile dealers 
could not sucker customers into 
car loans that last longer than 
their cars.  A generation accus-
tomed to immediate gratifica-
tion was not, however, about to 
be deterred by mere prudence. 
Their willingness to pay any 

price helped raise the price of ev-
erything, further diminishing the 
disposable income that anyone 
could save.

Debt now appears to be our 
principal national industry, sup-
porting a vast network of para-
sites and predators. The antique 
concept of saving, meanwhile, is 
evidently considered unpatriotic, 
and the federal government dis-
courages it. The President urges 
banks to lend money, and by im-
plication urges widespread bor-
rowing. He strives for economic 
confidence, prodding recovering 
spendthrifts to resume their old 
vice. Having reduced the prime 
lending rate as low as it can go, 
the government is now essen-
tially printing money to manu-
facture artificial inflation that 
will dwarf the interest on sav-
ings, thereby pressuring deposi-
tors to squander their money on 
something—anything—before 
it becomes worthless. Instead of 
a return to prosperity, the goal 
appears to be a return to prof-
ligacy.

could mean that anyone want-
ing to ask a question would 
have to do so in writing. But 
that would have been crazy. In 
a later clarification, we were as-
sured that anyone with ques-
tions will have them answered, 
whether submitted verbally or 
in writing.

“Rest In Peace: 
Saving God’s Little Acre”

On Saturday, May 9, the Ports-

mouth Public Library will be the 
site of a symposium on the re-
search and interpretation of Co-
lonial slave cemeteries.

The afternoon session will fea-
ture an illustrated description of 
the burials at the 18th century 
“Negro Burying Ground” under 
Chestnut Street here in Ports-
mouth, to be given by Dr. Kath-
leen Wheeler, of Independent 
Archaeological Consultants, 
LLC. Human remains were 
found during a city public works 
project in 2003. Plans to create 

a memorial park there had to be 
postponed for revision when ad-
ditional burials were uncovered 
in 2008 by Dr. Wheeler. She will 
explain what has been revealed by 
forensic analyses and the avail-
able historical evidence, a history 
that has long been ignored. 

In the morning discussion 
Keith Stokes, an expert on early 
African and Jewish American 
history, will discuss the historic 
African burying ground in New-
port, Rhode Island. 

Facilitated discussions during 

the day will explore ways to hon-
or the unnamed and unknown 
individuals who were interred 
in the African Burying Ground 
centuries ago, then forgotten as 
streets and houses were built over 
their graves. 

The event, sponsored by the 
Portsmouth Black Heritage Trail 
and the Center for New England 
Culture, will run from 9:15 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Admission will be 
free. A lunch will be available for 
a $10 fee, with pre-registration. 
Because seating is limited, pref-

erence will be given to those who 
have registered in advance. Call 
(603) 427-1540 to register.

Full Disclosure
In all likelihood, resting among 

the anonymous dead in the “Ne-
gro Burying Ground” is Primus, 
often called Primus Fowle. Pri-
mus labored for this newspaper 
as a pressman, without pay and 
without his freedom, from the 
time Daniel Fowle founded it in 
1756 until old age and hard labor 
finally caught up with him. Rest 
in peace, Primus.
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Moving Pictures

Newspaper Flicks
by Rodman Philbrick

The buzz about State of Play, 
the Russell Crowe thriller 

currently playing on local screens, 
is that it may be the last of a dy-
ing breed. No, not Mr. Crowe, 
who looks fat and happy (in a 
really great, movie-star way) but 
the sub-genre of movies about 
print journalism. The kind of sto-
ry where a newspaper reporter—
not a blogger, not a tweeter, not a 
TV headline reader, but an actual 
feet-on-the-ground, search-out-
the-truth-and-verify-it report-
er—gets hold of story that will 
shake the world, or maybe save a 
life. There will be cigar-chomp-
ing publishers, flinty-eyed editors 
who want the facts proven six 
ways from Sunday, and, with any 
luck at all, a damsel in distress. 
At some point you’ll see huge 
rolls of blank newsprint, and gi-
ant printing presses smeared with 
the black ink of truth, and some 
guy with a paper hat will pull a 
lever and the whole mechanism 
will clatter to life, spitting out 
hundreds of thousands of news-
papers, all blazing with the head-
line that changes everything. But 
in a twittering, Google-it world, 
where once-dominant dailies like 
The Boston Globe are drowning in 
red ink instead of black, and cir-

culation is in a down-the-drain 
spiral, then stories about intrepid 
print reporters must go the way 
of the dinosaur—into the media 
swamp, to be fossilized, and per-
haps one day to emerge as quaint 
period pieces, if at all.

Mommy, what’s the pile of 
dirty looking paper? They called 
it a newspaper, dear, and people 
used to read them every morn-
ing. But why, Mommy why? So 
they could yell at the paper, dear, 
and then use it to wrap fish. And 
there was always another paper 
with new stories to yell at, and 
think about, until there wasn’t, 
and that’s when people finally 
realized that Rush Limbaugh re-
ally was God, and Glenn Beck 
was our beloved Guardian An-
gel, and we didn’t need to hurt 
our eyes reading inky little words 
anymore, we just had to listen 
and obey.

Here’s a few good dinosaurs. 
Watch ‘em quick, before Big 
Brother pulls the plug.

His Girl Friday may be the 
best of the bunch. Certainly it’s 
the best of the movies adapted 
from the Ben Hecht, Charles 
MacArthur stage play titled, in 
the original, Front Page. In this 
version Cary Grant is the harried 
editor and his star reporter, Hildy 
Johnson (Rosalind Russell), also 

happens to be the love of his life. 
The only way to stop her from 
quitting her job and marrying a 
well-meaning dope (Ralph Bel-
lamy) is to hand her a great story. 
A man is about to be executed for 
a crime he didn’t commit! Stop 
the presses, and let’s write the 
hell out of this sucker, until we 
get it right! Directed at a break-
neck pace by Howard Hawks in 
his prime, this is one of those 
movies that demands you sit up 
and pay attention to the witty, 
rapid-fire dialogue. See if you 
can follow the thought process 
as Grant and Russell finish each 
other’s sentences, making ironic 
asides, pitting themselves against 
a merciless deadline.

The Sweet Smell of Success delves 
deep into the dark side of what a 
big daily newspaper can do when 
a corrupt columnist decides to 
wreck lives. Burt Lancaster is 
J.J.Hunsecker (inspired by real 
life columnist Walter Winchell) 
who will write anything to get 
what he wants, in this case to 
ruin the man his sister loves. His 
poodle of a publicist is played to 
within an inch of his life by Tony 
Curtis, in his best serious role. 
As the craven Sidney Falco, all 
sweat and ambition, Curtis does 
Hunsecker’s dirty work, planting 
rumors and setting up victims for 

his wicked boss. Written by Clif-
ford Odets and Ernest Lehman, 
and with stunningly rich, night-
time cinematography by James 
Wong Howe, The Sweet Smell of 
Success captures New York at the 
very height of the power of cyni-
cal, manipulative media power. 
Oh now, wait, that’s today, ac-
tually—but without the bother-
some ink.

All The President’s Men is un-
doubtedly the most familiar 
newspaper flick to a modern au-
dience. Deep Throat, “follow the 
money,” unnamed source, “what 
did the President know and 
when did he know it?”—all the 
elements are in place, with the 
added attraction of being based 
on a true story of widespread 
corruption that brought down a 
Presidency. Journalist Carl Bern-
stein is still thrilled that Dustin 
Hoffman played him, and Bob 
Woodward couldn’t do better 
than Robert Redford. A screen-
play by William Goldman didn’t 
hurt—incidentally he’s the one 
who invented the line “follow the 
money,” which happened to be a 
perfect synthesis of the facts and 
how they were ultimately deter-
mined.

The Paper may not be quite in 
the same league, but it’s pretty 
darn good all the same, and hap-

pens to have been created by the 
same team that’s about to bring 
Dan Brown’s Angels & Demons 
to the big screen: writer David 
Koepp and director Ron How-
ard. Koepp was all of thirty at 
the time, but he managed to get 
all the important stuff right, and 
Howard knows how to keep us 
intrigued, even if the basic story 
he’s working from is over-famil-
iar. Michael Keaton plays the 
harried editor, Robert Duvall the 
craggy publisher, Glenn Close 
the apparently soulless executive 
charged with cutting the staff, 
and Marisa Tomei is the glori-
ously pregnant reporter—and 
Keaton’s wife—who wants to 
deliver a baby, rather than the 
biggest story of her career. Lives 
hang in the balance, of course, 
and Keaton actually gets to call 
out “Stop the presses!,” fulfilling 
a lifelong dream.

What a shame. “Stop the 
presses!” used to be fun. “Stop the 
presses forever!,” that’s more like 
tragedy.

Remembering 
Sarah Orne Jewett

On Monday, April 27th, at 7 
p.m. RiverRun Bookstore will 
host A Celebration of Maine Re-
gional Author Sarah Orne Jewett: 
Commemorating the 100th An-
niversary of her Passing, a spe-
cial roundtable discussion with 
Josephine Donovan, Sarah Way 
Sherman, and Peggy Wishart. 
The event coincides with Pontine 
Theatre’s production of Sarah 
Orne Jewett’s Dunnet Landing 

Stories, happening April 24th 
through May 10th. 

Peggy Wishart is site man-
ager of the Sarah Orne Jewett 
House in South Berwick, Maine. 
Owned since 1935 by Historic 
New England, the house was the 
author’s primary residence from 
her mid-thirties until her death 
at age 60. Today the house is a 
museum open to the public from 
June through mid-October. 

Josephine Donovan is Emerita 
Professor of English at the Uni-

versity of Maine and the author 
of Sarah Orne Jewett, New Eng-
land Local Color Literature, and 
several other books. 

Sarah Way Sherman is an As-
sociate Professor of English and 
American Studies at the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire in Dur-
ham. Her publications include 
Sarah Orne Jewett, an American 
Persephone (1989) and the Cen-
tennial Edition of Sarah Orne 
Jewett’s The Country of the Pointed 
Firs and Other Stories (1997). 

RiverRun Bookstore is at 20 
Congress Street in downtown 
Portsmouth. For more informa-
tion on the event, visit www.riv-
errunbookstore.com or call (603) 
431-2100.

We Rattle A Few Coins 
In The Cup

We’d like to use this remain-
ing space to remind folks what 
a great bargain this paper is—
especially for those who may 
have been reading it for years 
without becoming Supporting 

Subscribers. If you read this pa-
per regularly, it must have some 
value to you. To absorb that value 
without giving, in return, some of 
the wherewithal to keep it going, 
could conceivably place your kar-
mic checkbook in danger of an 
overdraft. And the way cosmic 
fees and penalties are these days, 
a prudent person wouldn’t want 
to take that risk. 

That’s why we’ve provided, 
right below all this gibberish, a 
dandy Subscription Form. 
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We Really Suck!
[Note: No salutation given, 

grammatical deficiencies kept in-
tact for the readers’ enjoyment—
The Ed.]

You guys really do suck … no 
really … your Liberal rants are 
everything that’s wrong with this 
country! All you do is bitch and 
spead hate. Will you ever have 
anything good to share with 
Portsmouth area? Your hate for 
the “Right” is right up there with 
keith olbermann of msnbc and 
the huffington post. Your rat-
ings must be the same as well. 
It’s to bad your really the oldest 
newspaper in the country as well 
the most the Liberal. Hopefully 
soon you will close and the inter-
net will take over, and we all can 
delete you everyday. 99% of most 
Liberals can’t run a business any-
way. So we all won’t be surprised 
when you do close. Your envy of 
the Right makes you weak. You 
liberals suffer from “No Con-
fidence”. They must teach you 
dummies that in Liberal col-
lege. Get a friggin’ clue. You will 
have your limited time in the sun 
with Obama for awhile. But … it 
won’t be long! It’s actually fun to 
watch you guys gush all over each 
other now a days. Obama though 
isn’t really doing what you Lib’s 
wanted? “Like the war”? Hello 
… Why don’t you write about 
that!

Dick Bush
[No hometown given]
Dear Dick:
Thanks for writing. We were be-

ginning to worry that we weren’t 
getting through to people who dis-
agree with us. You say our “ratings 
must be” bad—but you read us, 
didn’t you?

You complain we never have 
any “good things to share.” How 
about the present struggle to save 
Memorial Bridge and the Sarah 
Mildred Long Bridge—and by 
extension, the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard? That’s not good? News 
about the gundalow, that unique 
and wonderful piece of vernacu-
lar naval architecture? That’s not 
good? Rodman Philbrick’s writing 
about moving pictures? That’s not 
good? The efforts of the Flag Police 
to foster respectful treatment of Old 
Glory? That’s not good? What’s it 
going to take, Dick?

How about telling the truth 
about neoconservative chicken-
hawks running the nation into the 
ground? When bad stuff is being 
done by no-good officials, it’s good 
for people to know about it.

As for our “limited time in the 
sun” with Obama—you wouldn’t 
believe how much the Bush admin-
istration did for this paper. That 
stark example of self-serving inept-
itude made our work much easier 
and brought us thousands of in-
tensely loyal readers. Times are go-
ing to be a lot tougher for us under 
Obama. We’ll have to work harder, 
and we’re sure to annoy some faith-
ful readers along the way.

By the way, while the neo-cons 
who cranked up the war in Iraq 
were hiding out in “liberal” colleges, 
your humble editor here was wear-
ing an Army uniform in Vietnam, 
earning an honorable discharge.

The Editor
4

Halloween in Galena
To the Editor:
Thank you for digging out 

the June 16th, ‘06 issue with the 
editorial “Saints Preserve Us.” 
I shall file it and have it handy 
for the [Galena City] Council 
should the need present itself. 
Galena also has a Halloween Pa-

rade and luckily no requests for 
restrictions—yet. Enclosed you 
will find payment of $28, $3 for 
sending the June ‘06 issue and 
$25 for a new subscription.

Charles Fach
Galena, IL

4
Rep. Shea-Porter Honored

To the Editor:
I learned the other day that 

Congresswoman Carol Shea-
Porter was this year’s recipient 
of the Shirley Chisholm Award. 
This award is presented annually 
by the New England Education-
al Opportunity Association.

The award recognizes individu-
als who demonstrate outstanding 
commitment and active support 
for programs providing educa-
tional services to low income and 
disabled Americans. Previous 
award recipients have included 
such distinguished Americans as 
Senators Claiborne Pell, George 
Mitchell, Silvio Conte, Lowell 
Weicker, James Jeffords, Edward 
Kennedy, Susan Collins, and 
Lincoln Chaffee.

Certainly, Congresswoman 
Shea-Porter deserves public rec-
ognition for her notable efforts 
on behalf of disadvantaged citi-
zens seeking a good education. 
I’m glad someone is looking out 
for those of us who are less for-
tunate and am so proud she is my 
representative! Many thanks for 
all she does!

Sherri Basso
Hampton, NH 

4
Shining a Needed Light

To the Editor:
Congresswoman Carol Shea-

Porter cannot bring back the life 
of Staff Sgt Ryan Maseth and 
other soldiers who were electro-
cuted in Iraq as a result of flawed 
electrical work done by KBR (a 
former Halliburton subsidiary). 
Nevertheless, Shea-Porter is 
pressing the Pentagon to explain 
why KBR was awarded another 
contract after these deaths and 

many other accidents caused by 
their incompetence and shoddy 
work. 

Congresswoman Shea-Porter 
is shining a light on a situation 
that is endangering the men and 
women in our armed services. 
We can feel confident that she 
will not rest until this threat to 
our soldiers’ lives is corrected. 

Lenore Patton
Hampton, NH

4
Our Erroneous Correction 

Corrected
To The Editors:
I received my Gazette of April 

10, 2009 yesterday, April 13, 
2009 (not bad, eh?). However, I 
am resentful and chafing over a 
date which was changed [in the 
Hate Mail]. 

I wrote, “On July 13, 1948…].” 
Some upstart had the slaughter 
taking place on the 13th, and the 
expulsion on the 14th.

The slaughter had already oc-
curred by the 13th, and on the 
13th, the expulsion began. I refer 
you to: www.wrmea.com/back-
issues/0794/9407072.htm.

Two interesting points: [1] If 
memory serves, a while back, a 
search of [the] New York Times 
data bank proved fruitless anent 
the expulsion, and, [2], Lt. Col. 
Yitzhak Rabin, who led the ex-
pulsion, stated in the first version 
of his memoirs that Ben Gurion 
had ordered it, but this was de-
leted in the final version. I think 
I am correct on both of these re-
membered details—but as to the 
July 13 date, I am adamant!

But smile! and adopt my new 
viewpoint about goofs, “It ain’t 
the wrong kidney!”

Are you familiar with a lovely 
lady named Allison Weir? She 
founded an organization called 
on its website Ifamericansknew.
org. This was to counterbalance 
the reportage on Israel/Palestine.

Thank you for your interest [in 
this] problem; to me, our politi-
cal subservience is, has been, and 
will continue to be perilous—and 
now, with Beniamin and Avig-
dor at the helm, I foresee greater 
danger.

This is bigger than the wrong 
kidney.

Bye!
Lester LeViness 
Nyack, NY
Lester:
After an excruciatingly close ex-

amination of the page you cite, it 
appears that the Lydda massacre 
took place on the 12th—as did Ben 
Gurion’s order to expel the Pales-
tinians. The actual expulsion took 
place, as you indicate, on the 13th. 

The Editor
4

Wacko Wadio
To the Editor:
Limbaugh, Beck, Hannity, 

O’Reilly, and some other mi-
nor wannabes, Republicans, or 
just plain nut jobs, have accu-
mulated a fortune by speaking 
to the unsucessful white person, 
the so-called “angry white male,” 
who blames any lack of accom-
plishment on the minorities. You 
know: all of the four thousand 
whites who did not get accepted 
to medical school because of the 
two minorities in the class. The 
same applies to law school, the 
State Police, or any other job for 
which they were not qualified ex-
cept in their own mind. In other 
words, these talk show hosts are 
nothing more than race hustlers 
climbing over the backs of the 
disgruntled whites on their way 
to personal fame and fortune. 
And now that they have lost an 
election to, of all things, a Black 
President they, with their hate-
ful rhetoric, are going off the 
rails. The only bright spot is that 
they represent only the twenty to 
twenty-five percent of the popu-
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lation—the Bush/Cheney dead 
enders. Nonetheless, with the in-
tellectual spirit of the movement 
being guided by those nuts, along 
with such bright lights as Joe the 
Plumber, they do represent a very 
clear and present danger, espe-
cially during times of economic 
crisis.

John Dente
Wilmington, Delaware

4
Finally Rebuilding 
the Middle Class

To the Editor:
Finally, we are close to rebuild-

ing our middle class with some  
tax relief. The House Budget 
Resolution supported by our 
Congresswoman Carol Shea-
Porter and recently passed by the 
full House will produce a tax cut 
of $1.5 trillion for 95 percent of 
all taxpayers. Moreover, the bud-
get backed by Shea-Porter is ex-
pected to cut the federal deficit 
in half by 2014.  A strong middle 
class is a basic component of ev-
ery successful nation.  

This budget also eliminates a 
request for $250 billion for fur-
ther bank bailouts, decreases the 
level of domestic spending re-
quested by the Administration, 
and reduces non-defense dis-
cretionary spending to its lowest 
level in nearly 50 years. Finally, 
we are seeing wise policies from 
Congress!

We are lucky to have Con-
gresswoman Shea-Porter care-
fully watching our tax money 
and helping those who need it 
most—the forgotten middle 
class.

Hiram Connell
Somersworth, NH
Hiram:
If the participants in the Tax 

Day Tea Tantrums had a clue 
about the tax cut, they’d be invit-
ing Carol Shea-Porter and Barack 
Obama home for tea, and yelling 

at the Republicans instead. But no, 
they watch Sean Hannity and lis-
ten to Limbaugh.

The Editor
4

Ohbama
To the Editor: 
President Obama seems to be 

off to a good start but I wonder 
why he has put so many restric-
tions on the Automobile In-
dustry but is so lax on his Wall 
Street Banker buddies whose 
greed, corruption and deceit has 
upset the World Economy. 

Why did he fire the General 
Motors CEO but let the Bank-
ing Boss crooks, that cheated us 
out of our pensions and savings, 
stay on the job and get a big bo-
nus? Why did the Obama who 
promised to help labor help shoot 
down the Employee Free Choice 
Act? Why are several human 
rights groups critical of Obana’s 
retaining a similar Bush policy 
of who may be imprisoned? Is 
Obama going after the off shore 
tax evaders or the high prices of 
prescription drugs?

Now I hear that the Farm Sub-
sidy reform program, that Obama 
promised to change, never got off 
the ground in Congress. 

It may be a coincidence that 
the Wall Street Wonders gave 
Prez Obama 80 percent of his 
campaign finances.

I like President Barack Obama. 
I like Michelle. She will be a great 
First Lady. I think the President 
is trying to make real changes 
but we will have to make sure 
that the Wall Street bunglers, 
the multi billionaire hedge fund 
thieves, the corporate pirates and 
our shifty Congress don’t con-
tinue to run the country into the 
ground as they have now and in 
the past.

Like the Patriots of our history 
we will have to keep pressure on 
the White House and the Con-

gress to affect the many, needed 
changes. We the people are the 
government. We will have to 
work as hard to keep Obama 
honest as we did to make him 
president. 

History has shown us now and 
time and time again in the past 
that, a nation that does not work 
well for every citizen, eventually 
will not work well for any citi-
zen. 

Wilbur Rhodes 
Kittery, Maine

4
Parallel Mysteries

To Ye Editor:
You saw it on television. A 

polar bear attacked a woman at 
a Berlin Zoo after she climbed a 
fence and jumped into its pen at 
feeding time. 

No one seems to know why the 
woman jumped into a pen with 
a bear, but it might help explain 
why some people vote for Re-
publicans.

The humble Farmer 
St. George, ME

4
Congratulations, 
Congresswoman

To the Editor:
Congratulations to Con-

gresswoman Carol Shea-Porter 
whose affirmative vote on the 
recent House Budget Resolution 
helped move the nation toward 
needed reforms in health care, 
clean energy, and education. 

According to House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, the budget passed 
by the House makes “invest-
ments in health care that are 
greater than anything we’ve 
seen in a decade, investments in 
education that exceed any other 
comparable time in history, and 
ground-breaking initiatives in 
terms of energy that will create 
a new green economy and reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil.”

These priorities were neglected 
for too long while the previous 
administration focused on for-
eign wars and favors for corpo-

rations and its wealthy friends. 
Thank you Congresswoman 
Shea-Porter for remembering 
the rest of us.

Robert McLean
Tamworth, NH

4
“V” for Volunteerism

To the Editor:
Tripling the size of Ameri-

Corps community service is the 
wisest and most trusted national 
investment for building cohe-
sive, safer, healthier and smarter 
communities while also fostering 
greater sustainability, reciprocity 
and solidarity. Getting involved 
in public service volunteerism 
provides highly useful ongoing 
everyday life survival opportuni-
ties and savvy on-the-job train-
ing skills, such as organizational 
responsibility and time-manage-
ment accountability along with 
practical hands-on experience 
in a given field of interest. The 
heartfelt pragmatic optimism, 
enabling achievements and 
time-tested educational, agricul-
tural, socio-cultural and techno-
logical advances of the U.S. Peace 
Corps, however, must not be ig-
nored, and support must likewise 
be significantly expanded.

Reinvigorated U.S. Peace 
Corps borderless global village 
priorities  must recommit to and 
reinvigorate its original, com-
pelling “toughest job you’ll ever 
love” message—promoting and 
encouraging mutually beneficial 
humanitarian service, dedicated 
to derring-do, caring and sharing 
morally conscious, ethical ideals. 
A universally recognized, dy-
namic positive energy force since 
1961, the Peace Corps’ future 
“with, not for” thrust should focus 
on child-centered international 
educational reform, emphasiz-
ing innovative, creative thinking 
skills development; self-access 
youth outreach nonstop learn-
ing paved with state-of-the-art 
Information Superhighway 
know-how; encouraging energy 

efficiency through sustainable 
eco-environment green initia-
tives; emergency disaster re-
sponse crisis relief; and respect-
ful tolerance and acceptance of 
person-to-person understanding 
through tolerant cross-cultural 
multiversity awareness. 

America’s most precious re-
source is its people who, given a 
proactive concerted effort,  ad-
ditional funding and more bud-
getary support, can and will once 
again demonstrate compassion-
ate caring by sharing coopera-
tion-based experiences. Planted 
seeds of hope can and will be-
come sown taproots, reaping 
bountiful harvests to inspire our 
most promising up-start/start-
up future leaders to exceed self-
imposed barriers and reach their 
fullest potentials. Pax vobiscum.

Charles Frederickson
Bangkok, Thailand

4
It’s For Beer

[Note: The following message 
came in written on the margins 
of a subscription form, along 
with a check for $50.—The Ed]

Yes, business stinks, but I don’t 
want your motley crew to get dis-
couraged. The extra $ is for beer!

Jeffrey T. Manson
Amherst, NH
Jeffrey:
We’re proud to have a someone 

with your spirit as a reader and 
subscriber. We will follow your in-
structions closely. And no—we are 
not discouraged!

The Editor

haikumuse.com

spring day
where old Pier II blocked the view
no new condominium

Tom D’Evelyn
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Everything for the traveler
. . . except the tickets!

7 Commercial Alley
(1/2 block from Market Square)
Historic Downtown Portsmouth

Phone: (603) 431-5556

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

9:07

Tibetan 
Buddhist Study

Portsmouth  
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338

11:24

12:08

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork
Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh • Lucy Bloomfield

Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua River. 
Depending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, or 
the fourth fastest-flowing navigable river 
in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gallons 
of salt water from the ocean, up the 
river, into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, it 
could be replaced with 2,125,000 tanker 

trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a roving 

hydraulic conflict as incoming sea and 
outgoing river collide. The skirmish line 
moves from the mouth of the river, past 
New Castle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial Bridge, 
past the tugboats, and on towards Great 

Bay. This spectacle can best be seen when 
the chart below shows the tide rising. 
A good place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 
to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 

Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this is 
from Bow Street, up by St. John’s church. 
Look up the river, from one of the little 
parking lots between the buildings. 
(Don’t try to drive or park there, that 
won’t work.) You’ll see a red buoy, at 
the upstream end of Badger’s Island, 

bobbing around in the current. That buoy 
weighs several tons, is nine feet wide, 
and it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its placid 
moments, around high and low tides. 
Often when the river rests, its tugboats 
and drawbridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in heavily laden with coal, 

oil, and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memorial 
Bridge.

5:45

12:08

6:02

6:33

1986—A meltdown at Chernobyl 
renders a bunch of Ukrainian real 
estate worthless, contaminates a 
large part of the northern hemi-
sphere to one degree or another, 
and condemns thousands to death.
1970—A dynamite blast damages 
the State House in Louisiana.
1953—In Troy, New York, radioac-
tive rain falls.
1946—On her own initiative, Edna 
Rose Ritchings, 21, a Caucasian-
Canadian, marries Father Divine, 
65, an African-American religious 
figure.
1944—The U.S. Government takes 
over the national headquarters of 
Montgomery-Ward after it de-
fies the National Labor Relations 
Board.
1937—German and Italian planes 
bomb Guernica, Spain, killing 
hundreds and destroying most of 
the town.
1931—Lou Gehrig hits a home 
run, but is called out for passing 
another runner.
1901—“I’ll be in Hell before you 
start breakfast!” says train-robber 
Tom “Black Jack” Ketchum, sec-
onds before the hangman drops 
him and his head flies off.
1865—Boston Corbett, a hatter-
turned-cavalryman who, seven years 
earlier, castrated himself with a pair 
of scissors to better withstand the 
temptation of prostitutes, shoots 
and kills John Wilkes Booth.

2007—The government reports 
that first quarter growth in 2007 
was a measly 1.3 percent.
1994—In South Africa, ex-pris-
oner Nelson Mandela is elected 
President.
1986—An HBO transmission is 
interrupted by a TV pirate calling 
himself “Captain Midnight.”
1981—The first computer mouse 
is unveiled.
1974—In Washington, DC 10,000 
march for the impeachment of 
Richard Nixon.
1957—The Situationist Interna-
tional meets in Italy.
1956—Rocky Marciano retires un-
defeated.
1937—The first Social Security 
check, for $22.54, is mailed to Ida 
May Fuller.
1932—While returning by ship 
from Mexico, Hart Crane leaps 
overboard and drowns.
1865—About 1,450 recently freed 
Union POW’s are among 2,300 
who die in the explosion of the 
steamboat Sultana.
1861—Abraham Lincoln suspends 
the writ of habeas corpus.
1825—In Boston, carpenters strike 
for a 10 hour day.
1813—American troops burn To-
ronto.
1791—Birth of Samuel F.B. Morse, 
inventor of the eponymous code.
1773—The British Parliament 
passes the Tea Act. Oops.

2006—Rush Limbaugh’s lawyers 
announce they’ve successfully kept 
their dope-addled client out of 
prison, despite his felonious ways.
2004—The Securities and Ex-
change Commission votes unani-
mously to let investment banks risk 
far more money and keep far less in 
reserve. What could go wrong?
2004—On the floor of the U.S. 
Senate, Sen. Frank Lautenberg 
(D-NJ) says “We know who the 
chickenhawks are. They talk tough 
on national defense and military is-
sues … but when it was their turn 
to serve, they were AWOL.”
1988—An Aloha Airlines 737 de-
velops a 20 foot hole in the fuse-
lage, sucking stewardess Clarabelle 
Lansing to her death.
1987—Contra rebels in Nica-
ragua—the “moral equivalent of 
our Founding fathers,” according 
to President Reagan—murder 
American volunteer engineer Ben 
Lindner.
1970—R. Nixon authorizes U.S. 
troops to fight in Cambodia.
1968—In India, a Mr. Thorat wins 
a lawsuit begun in 1205.
1967—Muhammad Ali refuses in-
duction into the armed forces.
1965—Twenty thousand U.S. Ma-
rines invade the Dominican Re-
public to prop up a dictator.
1953—Having successfully over-
thrown the elected government of 
Iran, the CIA installs a Shah.

2006—At the White House Cor-
respondents Association Dinner, in 
front of the alleged president, Ste-
phen Colbert shows how it’s done.
2004—George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney “testify” together, without 
taking an oath, before the 9/11 
Commission™.
1996—Former CIA Director Wil-
liam Colby turns up missing.
1992—Police in California are 
found not guilty of beating Rodney 
King.
1975—In Vietnam, the last Amer-
icans leave.
1962—In Mexico, Henry Espinola 
dies of radiation poisoning caused 
by seven pellets of radioactive co-
balt he found in the streets.
1945—American troops liberate 
Dachau.
1945—Italian partisans turn Ezra 
Pound over to U.S. troops.
1916—In Dublin, Irish national-
ists surrender.
1899—After their demand that 
only union workers be employed 
is refused, miners dynamite and 
destroy the Bunker Hill Company 
mill at Wardner, Idaho.
1895—U.S. warships are sent to 
Nicaragua to “protect American 
interests.”
1429—Female “cheese-eating sur-
render monkey” Joan of Arc arrives 
at the beseiged city of Orleans, 
France. Nine days later the English 
run away.

1977—The Clamshell Alliance as-
sembles at Seabrook, NH to pro-
test the construction of a nuclear 
power plant.
1975—The North Vietnamese 
Army enters Saigon. President 
Duong Van Minh surrenders. The 
Vietnam War is over.
1973—Announcing their resigna-
tions, Richard Nixon calls convict-
ed felons John D. Erlichman and 
H.R. Haldeman “two of the finest 
public servants I have ever known.”
1971—In Detroit, Medal of Honor 
recipient Dwight H. Johnson is 
shot to death while robbing a gro-
cery store.
1966—Rep. Melvin Laird (R-WI) 
says that the problem with Viet-
nam is “an administration that 
fails to inform the people fully and 
frankly about the objectives and 
progress of the war.”
1900—The Illinois Central’s Can-
nonball Express slams into a freight 
train at Vaughan, Mississippi. En-
gineer John Luther “Casey” Jones is 
the only fatality.
1894—Five hundred unemployed 
workers led by Jacob Coxey arrive 
in Washington, DC from Massi-
lon, Ohio, demanding work.
1873—In Aroostook County, 
James Cullen, a large Caucasian 
thug, becomes the only man ever 
lynched in the State of Maine.
1844—Henry Thoreau accidentally 
burns 300 acres of forest.

2003—President G.W. Bush, and 
his inflatable codpiece are delivered 
to an aircraft carrier to tell his big-
gest lie to date: “major combat op-
erations in Iraq have ended.” U.S. 
death toll: 140.
1999—The New Hampshire Gazette 
resumes regular (fortnightly) publi-
cation in Portsmouth.
1989—New Hampshire Secretary 
of State William Gardner assigns 
legal ownership of The New Hamp-
shire Gazette to the current editor.
1978—With only his sled dogs for 
company, Naomi Uemura reaches 
the North Pole.
1978—An employee of the Digital 
Equipment Corporation sends the 
first spam e-mail.
1977—The cops arrest 1,414 Clams 
at Seabrook.
1971—Five days of anti-war pro-
test begin in Washington, DC; ar-
rests will total over 14,000.
1970—U.S. troops join ARVN 
soldiers in the Cambodian “Incur-
sion.”
1960—Russians shoot down CIA 
pilot Gary Powers’s U-2 over Sver-
dlovsk.
1931—The Empire State Building 
is dedicaed.
1894—Jacob Coxey is arrested for 
walking on the grass of the Capitol; 
his “Army” is dispersed. A propo-
nent of “greenbacks,” he is accom-
panied by his infant son, Legal 
Tender Coxey.

2006—In Lucasville, OH, ex-
ecutioners take 86 minutes, and 
19 needle punctures, to kill Joseph 
Clark by lethal injection.
2003—William J. “Mr. Family Val-
ues” Bennett is revealed to have a 
gambling habit of Brobdingnagian 
proportions.
2003—USA Today publishes an 
op-ed by Richard Perle encourag-
ing Americans to “Relax and enjoy” 
what he calls “the most important 
military victory since World War 
II.”
1985—E.F. Hutton, the brokerage 
company, pleads guilty to 2,000 
federal charges; agrees to cough up 
$10 million.
1974—Ex-Veep Spiro “Ted” Ag-
new is disbarred.
1972—J. Edgar “Mary” Hoover 
croaks. Finally. (See 1957).
1964—The U.S.S. Card, a 496-foot 
escort carrier, is sunk at the dock by 
a mine in Saigon.
1957—Sen. Joe McCarthy croaks 
at 47. (See 1972).
1954—The first commercial jet 
plane, the Comet, goes into service. 
Soon comes out of service due to 
mid-air explosions.
1933—Hitler abolishes all German 
labor unions.
1911—The first U.S. workers’ comp 
law is enacted in Wisc.
1896—To “protect American in-
terests,” U.S. troops land in Nica-
ragua.

2003—George W. Bush says it’s a 
matter of when, not if, WMDs are 
found in Iraq.
2003—The Old Man of the Moun-
tain succumbs to gravity.
1991—In Milwaukee, police remit 
a naked, bleeding 14 year old boy to 
the custody of Jeffrey Dahmer.
1987—The same day Sen. Gary 
Hart’s (D-CO) challenge, “Fol-
low me around” appears in print, 
the Miami Herald reports that a 
woman not his wife spent the night 
in his D.C. townhouse.
1986—The U. of Maryland an-
nounces that hundreds of boxes 
of papers donated 12 years earlier 
by Spiro Agnew have not been in-
spected or cataloged, and won’t be 
for another 3 to 5 years.
1982—The N.Y. Times reports that 
25% of NASA’s budget is military.
1970—“[The North Vietnamese] 
have been in a war for years and 
years,” says Veep Spiro T. Agnew, “I 
don’t think they are capable … of 
continuing this fight.”
1963—Birmingham, Ala. Sheriff 
“Bull” Connors turns firehoses and 
dogs on civil rights marchers.
1958—An Alan Freed rock ‘n roll 
show erupts in Boston.
1946—Willie Francis is escorted 
back to his cell on Death Row, af-
ter Louisiana’s electric chair, wired 
by a drunken trustee, fails to kill 
him. The state has better luck a 
year later.

2004—The U.S. Army reveals that 
10 prisoner deaths and 10 abuse 
cases in Iraq and Afghanistan are 
under criminal investigation.
1989—Col. Oliver North, 
U.S.M.C., is convicted of four felo-
nies in the Iran-Contra scandal. 
He later escapes punishment due 
to Congressional ineptitude.
1970—National Guard troops 
shoot and kill four students at Kent 
State, Ohio.
1961—Freedom Rides begin 
throughout the south.
1948—Norman Mailer’s The Naked 
and the Dead is published.
1942—The Battle of the Coral Sea 
begins. It lasts four days; 14 ships 
are sunk or damaged, 159 planes 
destroyed, and 1,565 men are 
killed. It was a great victory.
1940—Nora Joyce says to James, 
“Well, Jim, I haven’t read any of 
your books but I’ll have to someday 
because they must be good consid-
ering how well they sell.”
1926—A nationwide General 
Strike begins in England.
1896—In Cripple Creek, Colo., a 
grease fire ignites a ton of dyna-
mite.
1886—In Chicago’s Haymarket 
Square, demonstrators protesting 
yesterday’s police brutality at the 
McCormick Reaper plant are at-
tacked by—what else?—more po-
lice. A bomb explodes, killing seven 
officers.

1994—Screaming Lord Sutch, 
3rd Earl of Harrow, of the Offi-
cial Monster Raving Loony Party, 
achieves his highest percentage of 
the vote—4.2 pct.—in British Par-
liamentary elections.
1987—Congressional hearings on 
the Iran-Contra scandal begin.
1985—President Reagan lays a 
wreath at a cemetery full of Nazi 
soldiers at Bitburg, Germany.
1981—In Ireland’s Maze Prison, 
Bobby Sands dies of starvation.
1961—New Hampshire’s own 
Alan Shepard recites a prayer, 
“Please, dear God, don’t let me 
f__k up,” moments before becom-
ing America’s first man in space. 
His prayer is answered.
1960—Number of U.S. “advisors” 
at MAAG, Saigon nearly doubles 
to 685.
1960—U.S. announces that Gary 
Powers’s U-2 was a “weather re-
search plane” and its pilot a “civilian 
employed by Lockheed.”
1945—At a picnic in Bly, OR, El-
sie Mitchell, a minister’s wife, and 
five children are killed by a Japa-
nese balloon bomb.
1902—Death of Bret Harte, de-
scribed by Twain as “an inverte-
brate without a country.”
1886—In the Bay View neighbor-
hood of Milwaukee, Gov. Jeremiah 
Rusk orders 250 National Guard 
soldiers to fire on a crowd of strik-
ers. They comply, seven die.

1982—Explaining why so many 
blacks have died in LAPD choke 
holds, Chief Darryl Gates explains 
it’s because “in some blacks ... the 
veins or arteries do not open up as 
fast as they do in normal people.”
1981—Maya Ying Lin’s controver-
sial design is chosen for the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial.
1973—FBI besieges Native Amer-
icans at Wounded Knee.
1970—At Jackson State University 
in Mississippi, two black students 
are killed by soldiers.
1967—Top ranking U.S. Marine 
Gen. Wallace Greene, Jr. announces 
in Manchester, NH that America is 
winning the war in Vietnam, “and I 
say that without any doubt what-
soever.”
1965—The first two Marine divi-
sions arrive in Vietnam.
1937—A huge bagful of flaming 
Nazi gas ignites over Lakehurst, 
New Jersey, 14 years before Rush 
Limbaugh was born.
1864—During the second day of 
the Battle of the Wilderness, five 
generals are killed in action.
1862—RIP Henry D. Thoreau.
1856—Birth of Sigmund Freud; 
thinker, shrinker, coke sniffer.
1794—Toussaint L’Ouverture 
leads the Haitian Revolution.
1626—Peter Minuit “purchases” 
Manhattan Island from the Man-
hatta Indians for $24 worth of 
tchotchkes.

2003—George W. Bush nominates 
as Secretary of the Navy oilman 
Colin R. McMillan, who commits 
suicide before he can be confirmed.
1999—A U.S. B-2 bombs the Chi-
nese embassy in Belgrade, leaving 3 
dead and 27 wounded.
1992—Pesky reporters reveal that 
Ross Perot’s fervor to aid U.S. 
POWs in Vietnam was motivated 
largely by a desire to bolster Rich-
ard Nixon’s presidency.
1985—Tens of thousands of Viet-
nam veterans march in a ticker tape 
parade in New York City. Better 
late than never.
1984—Vietnam veterans’ suit for 
damages from chemical companies 
which sold Agent Orange to the 
U.S. is settled for chump change.
1964—Francisco Gonzales, a for-
mer Olympic yachtsman, shoots 
the pilot and co-pilot of Pacific Air 
flight 773, which then crashes kill-
ing the other 41 people on board.
1960—After lying for a week, and 
only after Khrushchev reveals the 
Soviets have its pilot, the U.S. ad-
mits that the U-2 is a spy plane.
1954—The Viet Minh overrun the 
French garrison at Dien Bien Phu.
1942—More than 100,000 Japa-
nese-Americans are sent to con-
centration camps.
1896—Gilmanton-born Herman 
W. Mudgett, aka “Dr. H.H. Hol-
mes,” is hanged in Chicago for 
murdering 100 women.

2007—GOP lawmakers worried 
about re-election get all up in 
George W. Bush’s grill about Iraq.
2006—CNN’s Headline News 
commits moral suicide by adding 
Glenn Beck to the lineup.
2003—A cargo door on a Russian 
built plane flown by a Ukrainian 
crew pops open over the Congo. 
Three-fourths of the 200 aboard 
are sucked from the plane.
1979—Salvadoran police maintain 
order by killing 23 and wounding 
70 at a cathedral.
1972—Nixon bombs Haiphong 
Harbor.
1970—Richard Nixon fires draft 
boss Gen. Hershey.
1970—In New York, “hardhats” 
beat up antiwar demonstrators.
1970—Eleven students at the 
University of New Mexico, while 
protesting the Vietnam War, are 
met by National Guardsmen and 
stabbed with bayonets.
1967—Muhammed Ali is indicted 
for refusing to be inducted.
1958—In Lima, Richard Nixon is 
stoned and spat on by Peruvians.
1951—British hangman Albert 
Pierrepont sets a record. James In-
glis is dead 7.5 seconds after leav-
ing his cell. 
1781—Famously-patriotic Ethan 
Allen and his brothers quietly dis-
cuss with British representatives 
the potential for making Vermont 
a province of Canada.

1980—The Liberian-flagged 
freighter Summit Venture slams 
into the Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
near St. Petersburgh, FL. A chunk 
of bridge and a Greyhound Bus 
plunge into Tampa Bay, killing 35.
1974—Congressional hearings 
on the impeachment of Richard 
Nixon begin. Finally.
1970—Richard Nixon holds a 
weird 4 a.m. conversation with an-
tiwar students on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial.
1961—Newton Minow, FCC 
chair, calls American television “a 
vast wasteland.”
1969—The New York Times reports 
the U.S. is bombing Cambodia.
1967—Muhammad Ali is stripped 
of his heavyweight boxing title for 
refusing induction.
1960—“The” Pill is approved.
1947—Louisiana successfully elec-
trocutes seventeen year old Willie 
Francis. A year and six days earlier, 
it tried and failed.
1926—Admiral Byrd flies over the 
North Pole, he says. Maybe.
1879—Wilbur Trafton wires 
Portsmouth’s first telephone.
1843—Birth of Belle Boyd, the 
Confederacy’s top spy and wife of 
Portsmouth’s Samuel Hardinge.
1671—Col. Thomas Blood tries 
to steal the Crown Jewels but fails 
because he’s drunk. He is captured 
but is mysteriously pardoned by 
King Charles II.


