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The Fortnightly Rant

Doing Unto Others
Court papers were filed last 

week charging six former Bush 
administration officials with 
criminal culpability for their 
roles in the torture of suspected 
terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. Arrest warrants may be is-
sued soon for Alberto Gonzales, 
White House counsel for former 
President George W. Bush; Da-
vid Addington, chief of staff for 
former Vice President Dick “Still 
Dick” Cheney; and four others. 
But if warrants are issued, they’ll 
likely be printed in Spanish, since 
they’d be coming from a court in 
Madrid.

Meanwhile, The New York 
Times reported on Tuesday that 
the Justice Department was un-
likely to prosecute anyone for a 
role in the torture scandal. Quot-
ing “government officials briefed 
on a draft of the findings,” the 
Times wrote that the Justice De-
partment was likely to “ask that 
state bar associations consider 
possible disciplinary action, in-
cluding reprimands or even dis-
barment, for some of the lawyers 
involved in writing the legal 
opinions.” The Times article did 
not include any details on who 
else might pursue justice in this 

case if the relevant state bar as-
sociations declined: the munici-
palities where the parties reside, 
their Neighborhood Watch asso-
ciations, Kiwanis, Rotary, &c.

Torture is a timely topic, so 
it came as no surprise last week 
when the Pew Research Center 
released a report on public at-
titudes towards it. Some found 
its contents a bit unexpected, 
though.

CNN’s Wolf Blitzer and Jack 
Cafferty both expressed sur-
prise at the study’s conclusion: 
the more often a person goes to 
church, the more likely he is to 
support the torture of suspected 
terrorists. Blitzer and Cafferty, 
it must be said, labor under a 
handicap. They work for a profit-
able mainstream news medium. 
If they couldn’t automatically 
accept the self-image of pious 
people at face value, they would 
be out of a job.

The Pew survey asked if “the 
use of torture against suspected 
terrorists in order to gain im-
portant information can often 
be justified, sometimes be justi-
fied, rarely be justified, or never 
be justified?” The results are sum-
marized in the pie charts below. 

What’s It All About, 
Alberto?

Whenever a topic gets beaten 
to death in the public arena this 
way, it can be hard to recall what 
it was all about in the first place. 
Fortunately, late last month the 
Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee declassified a report which 
documented what cynics already 
knew in their hearts to be true.

During the run-up to the in-
vasion of Iraq, seasoned intelli-
gence personnel in the CIA and 
elsewhere insisted that Saddam 
Hussein and al Qaeda had no 
more regard for each other than 
George W. Bush and Al Gore. 

But Dick “Still Dick” Cheney, 
Donald Rumsfeld, and Condo-
leezza Rice insisted that more 
rigorous interrogations would 
yield the results they sought. 
They authorized the torture of 
prisoners in order to get evidence 
that would prove that Saddam 
Hussein had supported al Qaeda 

before 9/11. That way, the suc-
cess of Osama bin Laden’s at-
tack on the World Trade Center 
and Pentagon would have been 
Saddam Hussein’s fault, instead 
of Condoleezza Rice’s.

Interrogators waterboarded 
Khalid Sheik Muhammed 183 
times but could never get him 
to lie and say Hussein backed al 
Qaeda. Despite this, Cheney — 
who suffers from a unique form 
of Tourette’s syndrome which 
causes him to mispronounce 
the word “torture” so badly that 
it comes out sounding like “en-
hanced interrogation” — contin-
ues to insist that torture works.

Let’s Be Fair, Now
One more recently-released 

scientific study reinforces the 
theory that if we are, in fact, “in-
telligently designed,” then the 
Designer has a sense of humor 
that surpasseth all (human) un-
derstanding. Or most of it, any-
way.

Three Ohio State researchers 
questioned liberals and conserva-
tives about their response to The 
Colbert Report, Stephen Colbert’s 
satire of right-wing pontificators. 
They learned there was “no sig-
nificant difference between the 
groups in thinking Colbert was 
funny.” Conservatives, though, 
“were more likely to report that 
Colbert only pretends to be jok-
ing and genuinely meant what 
he said.” Liberals, meanwhile, 
were “more likely to report that 
Colbert used satire and was not 
serious when offering political 
statements.”

Liberals might be tempted to 
use this study to argue that con-
servatives are either less intel-
ligent than liberals or are some-
how lacking in the ability to 
understand irony.

Conservatives, one suspects, 
might argue that both views are 
equally valid and should be ac-
corded equal weight.

Memorial Bridge Gets National Recognition - Rally Shows Broad Support for Rehabilitation
After decades of deferred 

maintenance, the Memorial 
Bridge between Portsmouth and 
Kittery is suddenly having plenty 
of attention lavished on it. 

On Monday of last week 
HNTB, one of the nation’s larg-
est builders of bridges, conducted 
two well-attended public meet-
ings to explain the study they are 
now conducting of the bridges 
crossing the Piscataqua River 
between Portsmouth and Kittery. 
HNTB was hired to conduct the 
“Maine-NH Connections Study” 
by the two states involved.

The next day, April 28, the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preser-
vation announced that Memorial 
Bridge had won a spot on the 
2009 list of America’s 11 Most 
Endangered Historical Places. 

Later on Tuesday, 250 people 
gathered in Kittery’s John Paul 
Jones Park — half of them walk-
ing across Memorial Bridge from 
Prescott Park to get there — to 
show their support for the reha-
bilitation of the existing bridges.

Kittery 
Connections Study Meeting
The first official meeting took 

place in the Katahdin Room at 
the Kittery Trading Post, from 
about 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Both 
meetings were conducted by 
Carol Morris, of Morris Com-
munications in Kennebunkport. 
Morris is also the webmaster of 
www.mainenhconnections.org, 
a website devoted specifically to 
the study.

Maine’s Department of Trans-
portation (MDOT) is over-
seeing the Connections Study. 
New Hampshire’s (NHDOT) is 
conducting a detailed inspection 
of the bridge itself. Last year’s 
bridge rehabilitation project, 
which was put out to bid last fall 
but came in too far over budget 
to suit MDOT, was based on a 
study done in 2003.

Two points were stressed early 
in both meetings: that there is no 
predetermined outcome of the 
Connections Study, and that all 
alternatives will be considered. 

A second set of public meetings 
has been tenatively scheduled for 
August 24, at which time the 
bridge inspection and a “baseline 
analysis” of other collected data 
should be complete.

The schedule calls for identifi-
cation of a range of alternatives 

in September, the commence-
ment of a “fatal flaw” analysis to 
weed out impractical solutions, 
and another public meeting.

Also in September, the final 
applications for federal stimulus 
funding will be due. Guidelines 
for eligibility were not available 

at the meeting, but are expected 
to be released within the next 
two weeks.

If Maine and New Hampshire 
both apply for stimulus money 

Above, left: About 250 people rallied on Tuesday, April 28, at John Paul Jones Park in Kittery, Maine to support 
the rehabilitation of Memorial Bridge. Above, right: Richard Candee, who filed the successful application for 
“Most Endangered” status, proudly wears a Portsmouth Boy Scout patch showing the Memorial Bridge.

Memorial Bridge
to page two
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as proposed by NHDOT Com-
misioner George Campbell, they 
could conceivably receive enough 
in federal money to rehabilitate 
both bridges at little or no cost 
to the states.

Public sentiment at the meet-
ing appeared to be entirely in 
favor of preserving the full range 
of functions of the Memorial and 
the Sarah Mildred Long bridges. 
The reluctance of MDOT to sign 
on to Commisioner Campbell’s 
stimulus application seemed to 
be a source of considerable frus-
tration.

“I’m an engineer at Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard,” one man said. 
“Fifty percent of us live in New 
Hampshire, but we pay Maine 
income tax. That’s about $5 mil-
lion New Hampshire dollars go-
ing to Maine, and all we get for 
it is two miles of road and an 
unsafe bridge. Someone should 
remind Maine of that.”

The Memorial aspect of the 
bridge did not go unremarked. 
A woman asked, “If it was the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. that was de-
teriorating, would you say ‘let’s 
replace it with plastic?’” The au-
dience’s hearty applause made it 
clear her position was well-sup-
ported.

York Selectwoman Kinley 
Gregg made the point that the 
Maine transportation bureaucra-
cy is spending $40 million on a 
York tollbooth but won’t commit 
to bridge repairs. 

An official explained that the 
toll booth is run by the Maine 
Turnpike Authority, and paid 
for by tolls. “You may disagree 
with that concept, but that is not 
something we can address right 
now.”

Other projects competing for 
federal stimulus money were also 
discussed: a bridge in Portland 
and an extension of 1-95 from 

Presque Isle to Canada.
Cathy Goodwin of the Greater 

York Region Chamber of Com-
merce made the point that “an 
accident in York … shut down 
traffic in a 50-mile radius, and 
Camden and Rockport took a 
hit from that. If they can’t get 
through us they’re not getting to 
the rest of the state.”

Portsmouth 
Connections Study Meeting
During the Portsmouth meet-

ing, a member of the audience 
asked if HNTB, or any company 
working on the study, would be 
precluded from bidding on a 
possible contract to build a new 
bridge, if a new bridge were to 
be the recommended outcome of 
the study.

The answer given at the time 
was “no.” HNTB would not be 
precluded from bidding.

“That’s a conflict of interest,” 
responded the questioner.

“So the consultants could get 
the job,” said another, “if they 
steer it in the right direction for 
themselves. OK, that’s good to 
know.”

Bob Landry, representing NH-
DOT, said HNTB might have an 
advantage “in the sense that their 
offices have some knowledge of 
the project.”

“They are also intimately in-
volved,” the questioner respond-
ed, “with designing the study. 
And they are intimately involved 
with pushing the project in any 
given direction.”

“We’ll take that under advise-
ment,” Landry said. “That was 
a twist that I hadn’t thought of. 
That’s very interesting.” 

Memorial Bridge Among 
11 Most Endangered 

Historical Places
For 22 years, the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation 
has been organizing an annual 
list of America’s 11 Most En-

Memorial Bridge
from page one

dangered Historic Places. 
Richard Candee, vice president 

of the Portsmouth Historical 
Society, filed an application on 
behalf of Memorial Bridge last 
winter, with support from the 
Maine Preservation Alliance, the 
New Hampshire Preservation 
Alliance, the New Hampshire 
Historical Society, the Ports-
mouth City Council, the Kittery 
Town Council, and others. 

On Tuesday morning, April 28, 
Wendy Nicholas, Director of the 
Trust’s Northeast Regional Of-
fice, made the official announce-
ment of the bridge’s inclusion on 
the 2009 List. 

Local residents have grown so 
accustomed to the bridge that 
they may overlook its historic 
importance. The National Trust’s 
website summarizes it neatly:

“For more than 85 years, Me-
morial Bridge, the first major 
vertical lift bridge in the eastern 
U.S., has been a sturdy and dra-
matic landmark, spanning the 
Piscataqua River … At its 1923 
dedication as the official state 

memorial to World War I ser-
vicemen, the bridge had the lon-
gest lift span in the country (297 
feet), making it the prototype for 
later metal truss bridges.”

No one working to save the 
bridge is under any illusion that 
success is guaranteed, or that the 
job will be easy. They took heart 
in knowing that of 211 places 
so identified, only six have been 
lost. If “The List” were a baseball 
player, its batting average would 
be .971.

Rallying ‘Round the Bridge
Organizers gambled on late 

April weather and won. The sun 
was out in full force for the rally 
on the 29th. NHDOT Commis-
ioner George Campbell outlined 
the logic behind his stimulus 

money plan, and emphasized 
the importance of the Sarah 
Mildred Long Bridge’s rail link 
to the Portsmouth Naval Ship-
yard. Kittery Town Manager Jon 
Carter also cited the Shipyard, 
and compared the fight to save 
the bridges with the successful 
effort to survive the recent round 
of BRAC closings. Realtor San-
dy Domina emphasized the in-
numerable ties between Ports-
mouth and Kittery which depend 
on the present bridges. Wendy 
Nicholas from the Historic Trust 
reminded local bridge supporters 
of its importance from a national 
perspective. And one person held 
a sign saying, “Forget World War 
One? NEVER!!”

Seabrook Evacuation 
Modification In Store?

The Official Seabrook Evacua-
tion Calendar says in the event of 
a nuclear catastrophe, those flee-
ing New Castle and the eastern 
part of Portsmouth should take 
Middle Street north and west 
to State Street and “bear left for 
Memorial Bridge to Maine.”
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News Briefs
to page four

Our Wandering Photographer, hankering for rhubarb recently, stopped by 
the U.S.P.S. Pie Shop for a slice. Sadly, they were all sold out.

It has been yet another good grow-
ing season for potholes, leading to a 
bumper crop of hubcaps.

Google Maps added Street View to its coverage of Portsmouth a few weeks 
ago. The photos appear to date from last fall, judging from the “Going Out 
of Business Sale” signs on the Klines Furniture building. We assigned our 
Wandering Photographer to take a virtual tour of the town and look for 
familiar faces. He found the bicyclist shown in this screenshot. In his yellow 
and black spandex, he looks an awful lot like Christ Svetanoff. In another 
photo, Dino Pappas may be sitting on the right hand bench in front of 
Caffé Kilim, but we couldn’t confirm it. Anyone making similar discoveries 
is invited to forward them to our website, at www.nhgazette.com. If we 
get some good ones we’ll post them there.

News Briefs:

It's Not Just the Yankees That Suck
For the past fortnight, opening 

the front door in the morning to 
see if a copy of the Boston Globe 
is waiting has been as intriguing 
as anything printed in the paper. 
We’ll probably fork over their 
monthly fee again soon — but 
maybe not for a couple of days. 
Things still seem a little shaky 
down on Morrissey Boulevard. 
Altogether, it’s been an illumi-
nating look at the threat capital-
ism poses to journalism.

The daily Boston Globe was 
founded in 1873 by half a dozen 
local businessmen. Within twen-
ty years founder Eben Jordan, of 
Jordan Marsh fame, and manag-
ing editor Charles H. Taylor had 
made it the most successful news-
paper in New England. Heirs of 
Jordan and Taylor owned and ran 
the paper privately until it went 

public in 1973. They continued 
to control it until 1993. Then the 
owners of The New York Times, 
led by publisher Arthur Ochs 
“Pinch” Sulzberger, Jr., bought 
them out for a cool $1.1 billion. 

“Pinch” is the son of Arthur 
Ochs “Punch” Sulzberger, pub-
lisher from 1963 to 1992, who in 
turn was the son of Arthur Hays 
Sulzberger, publisher from 1935 
to 1961, who was the son-in-law 
of Adolph Ochs, who bought the 
Times in 1896. No doubt they 
could all spell “nepotism,” but the 
word may not occur too often in 
the annual report.

The Sulzbergers and their 
various in-laws, unlike the Jor-
dans and Taylors, maintained 
their grip on the Times through 
a two-tiered stock ownership 
plan. Ironically, only “Class B” 

stock owners get to vote for di-
rectors — “Class A” stockholders 
do not.

When they bought the Globe 
in ‘93, the new owners forced the 
unions to accept many conces-
sions in return for which they 
made many promises. The new 
owners probably made out fairly 
well for a decade, despite the bur-
den of debt they heaped on the 
Globe. Daily newspapers have tra-
ditionally generated profits other 



Page 4 - The New Hampshire Gazette - May 8, 2009

More News Briefs 
from page three
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“We got booze.”

When “the Army we had” was sent to war,  
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now.  
And a few of them could use a hand.

The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program  
provides permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment 

services for homeless veterans who would not be able to live  
independently without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and 
pans, or other household goods. VASC can accept these items,  

and distribute them to veterans who need them.
Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,  

at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov
This ad published as a public service by The New Hampshire Gazette.
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Northcountry Chronicle

Another Day, Another Pandemic
by William Marvel

Last time it was bird flu. Now 
it’s swine flu, and who knows 

what potential plague will set the 
public to trembling next. Given 
the promiscuous application of 
antibiotics for the slightest ail-
ment or infection, it may well re-
sult from some antibiotic-resis-
tant bacteria, rather than from a 
viral-driven influenza. Whatever 
the source, it’s likely that any se-
rious health hazard will produce 
panic and frantic government 
reaction. Just as Homeland Se-
curity once kept us staggering 
through a spectrum of meaning-
less shades of terror, the monitors 
of public health have invented a 
paranoiamometer to register the 
height of our collective appre-
hension. Eventually we may be-
come as oblivious to the numeri-
cal gradations of anxiety as we 
did to the color-coded variety.

For the past few years the ap-
pearance of any virulent infec-
tious disease has prompted rec-
ollections of the great plague of 

influenza in 1918, whipping up 
hysteria and visions of wholesale 
mortality. That disaster began 
with a local outbreak on the plains 
of western Kansas, but it turned 
into an epidemic when young 
draftees from Haskell County 
carried a fairly mild strain of the 
virus to Fort Riley. There it in-
fected hundreds and killed a few 
dozen, early in March.

Wartime migration trans-
formed the Kansas virus into a 
pandemic after infected train-
ees from Fort Riley traveled to 
France in the cramped bowels of 
troop transports. By April some 
of them landed in Brittany, where 
the first European cases appeared 
in a virulent new form. It spread 
immediately to the French army, 
which scattered it all across west-
ern Europe within a few weeks. 
British soldiers carried it back to 
England, and prisoners took it 
across the lines into the German 
army, whence it spread through 
eastern Europe. Military trans-
ports brought influenza to India 
and China by the end of May.

Every belligerent nation in 
embattled Europe imposed a 
strict censorship on its press, pro-
hibiting the publication of any 
discouraging news — however 
true it might be. That impeded 
recognition of the pandemic, 
and fatally delayed the medical 
response. The only major neutral 
country was Spain, and when 
influenza erupted there the lack 
of censorship allowed the only 
widespread reporting of its extent 
and deadliness, leading the rest 
of censored Europe to misiden-
tify it as the “Spanish Influenza.” 
That undeserved name survived 
for decades: in 1957 an outbreak 
of “Asian” flu was prominently 
distinguished from the “Span-
ish” flu, which older Americans 
remembered with such dread.

Sick and wounded soldiers 
of all nations brought influenza 
home, and the pestilence con-
tinued for a year and a half. Vic-
tims died so fast in Philadelphia 
that steam shovels were used to 
dig mass graves. Indoor gather-
ings were banned, and everyone 

wore linen masks in public. Es-
timates of the mortality world-
wide ranged from 20 million to 
50 million, easily dwarfing the 
toll of World War I. People per-
ished even above the Arctic Cir-
cle, where a decade ago scientists 
dug into the permafrost for their 
bodies, to examine the virus that 
had killed them.

My father turned ten in the 
middle of the 1918 plague, and 
his own father was the doctor for 
a small Cape Cod town, but he 
never mentioned it. It seemed 
largely forgotten by the time I 
entered school. I first learned of 
the Great Influenza as a young 
adult, reading Katherine Anne 
Porter’s novella Pale Horse, Pale 
Rider. That prompted me to dig 
into newspapers from the period, 
and only then did I begin to no-
tice the extraordinary number 
of graves from 1918 and 1919 
in every old cemetery I visited, 
from Bartlett to Belgium.

The mutated virus that ter-
rified the world in 1918 caused 
the immune system to fight the 

mysterious new intruder so vig-
orously that it killed the host. In 
many ways the human species 
responds similarly now to every 
threat of disease, overreacting (as 
in the routine application of an-
tibiotics) so as to assure the even-
tual onslaught of some invulner-
able killer.

In our densely populated, mo-
bile world another pandemic 
is simply inevitable. Disease, 
famine, and vice have histori-
cally provided the most efficient 
means of preventing overpopula-
tion. By eliminating the deadli-
est diseases, and by expanding 
the distribution of food, our 
species has so nearly maximized 
the planet’s habitability that any 
lapse in production or distribu-
tion proves lethal. Our biosphere 
might welcome a pandemic as 
therapeutic, but the humans who 
have come to mimic the rapid di-
vision of cancer cells will battle 
nature’s immune system for their 
own survival. We can only hope 
that their struggle won’t kill the 
host.

industries would kill for. But now 
the economy has gone south, and 
newspapers in particular are in 
trouble. The Globe’s projected loss 
for this year is about $85 million. 
The owners are demanding to be 
let off the hook for their earlier 
promises, or they’ll take their ball 
and go home. Granted, you can’t 
lose money like that indefinitely. 
But one might think the accu-
mulated profits from that first 

decade would merit a little more 
resolve in hard times.

The culminating insult came 
Tuesday, when New York de-
manded that the last holdout, the 
Boston Newspaper Guild, take a 
wage cut of 23 percent. If that’s 
negotiating, then Ultimate Cage 
Fighting is a minuet.

On Wednesday Boston.com, 
the Globe’s website, reported that 
the Guild and New York had 
struck a tentative deal a little af-
ter 3:00 a.m. 

Guess we’ll write that check.

Speaking of Survival
All that talk of dire straits 

reminds us of something. Al-
though we’re not doing badly 
considering the general state of 
things, this would be an excellent 
time for us to put aside our habit 
of operating within inches of the 
fiscal cliff. 

There are two ways we can 
do that. One is to let out a little 
more of this lovely smooth white 
space to advertisers. Anyone so 
tempted is invited to give us a 
call or drop us an e-mail. The rel-

evant contact information is on 
the masthead at the lower left of 
page six.

The other way — and one 
which won’t occupy space we 
could otherwise fill with text — 
is for our readers to reach for that 
checkbook and become Support-
ing Subscribers. In case anyone’s 
interested, it takes about nine 
Supporting Subscribers to bring 
us the same revenue we get for a 
single inch of advertising at the 
Local Discount rate of $8 per 
inch.

Appearances to the contrary, 
we actually do have a certain 
amount of ambition to improve 
this operation. If our readers 
would kindly provide us with 
another, say, $500 a month, that 
would help eliminate some of 
our excuses for sloth. A mere 240 
more Supporting Subscribers is 
all that would take. 

We have well over 10,000 
readers within easy reach of our 
current free distribution system. 
Right now, about half of one per-
cent are Supporting Subscribers. 
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Moving Pictures

Battle for Terra
by Rodman Philbrick

What Professor Springsteen 
said about television ap-

plies to movie theaters as well. 
Sometimes there’s fifty-seven 
channels and nothing on. We’re 
talking about newly opened 
movies, which include 17 Again 
(rather be reincarnated as a skin 
blemish), The Ghosts of Girlfriends 
Past (rather be defibrillated by 
Dick Cheney) X Men Origins: 
Wolverine (rather be clawed by 
mutant, whiskered raccoons) and 
Obsessed, the Beyoncé vehicle 
(rather be stalked by Beyoncé, 
definitely). So that left your 
faithful correspondent with the 
family-oriented sci-fi story The 
Battle For Terra, weighing in at 
a very tidy 85 minute running 
time.

Award-winning animator 
Aristomenis “Meni” Tsirbas, de-
buting as a feature film direc-
tor, asks the question, “What if 
you were invaded by aliens who 

intended to wipe out all life on 
the planet and rebuild it for their 
own life form? And what if the 
‘aliens’ were—gasp—us?” 

Turns out to be an interesting 
premise for a tale about a race 
of what appear to be big-eyed 
tadpoles whose 
own warlike past 
has been carefully 
erased by their 
all-knowing, all-
controlling elders. 
The hero of the 
story is Mala, a 
young woman in-
ventor (or “clever 
tadpole”, for you 
who insist on being politically 
correct) voiced by Evan Rachel 
Wood. All is well in the early 
bucolic scenes, which our non-
human heroes flying peacefully 
around a habitat that’s some-
thing like giant, hollowed-out 
mushroom trees. Mala and her 
pals pilot charming old contrap-
tions that look like primitive fly-

ing machines, racing giant flying 
whales, escaping from perilous 
wind machines, and so on. Evi-
dently they’ve been eating some 
of those giant ‘shrooms, but it’s 
all very beautiful, in a peaceful, 
progressive, granola-grazing way.

This all changes when death 
suddenly rains from the sky, in 
the form of human invaders and 
their killing machines. Mala, in 
an effort to save her captured fa-
ther, kidnaps an injured alien pi-
lot and then waterboards him. No 
wait, that’s a different movie, yet 
to be released to the appropriate 
congressional committee. What 

Mala does is persuade the pilot 
(voiced by Luke Wilson) that 
wiping out her race is maybe a 
tad (pole) over the top. Why can’t 
we all just get along? He agrees 
to help her find and save her 
dad, which involves lots of cool, 

Star Wars-
like fighter 
battles with 
the huge, 
deter iora t-
ing spaceship 
where the 
last surviving 
remnants of 
the human 
race have 

taken refuge, and where a fanatic 
military commander (voiced 
by Brian Cox) is determined to 
commit genocide rather than ac-
cept any sort of compromise.

In addition to the familiar-
but-exciting fighter sequences, 
Battle For Terra has many ele-
ments inspired by past sci-fi clas-
sics, including an R2-D2-like 

character who happens to look 
a bit like Wall-E. Fair enough, 
because sci-fi has a long tradi-
tion of absorption, borrowing, 
and even outright theft (see Star 
Wars), and this particular team of 
writers and animators brings its 
own original sensibility to the 
story, including a very listenable 
score that has more echoes of 
Philip Glass

This stuff must look way cool 
in 3-D, if you can find a theater 
that offers the option, but the one 
dimension that’s really missing is 
humor. Even the bleak and beau-
tiful Wall-E had a lot of classic, 
Chaplinesque humor. Battle For 
Terra takes itself so seriously that 
it neglects to provide the sort of 
comic relief required even when 
there’s so much at stake—or 
maybe because there’s so much 
at stake. 

We’d only need to raise that to 
three percent to make our goal.

What say, dear readers? The 
subscription form is at the bot-
tom right of this very page.

Google Me, Baby
Speaking of our free distri-

bution system, it’s been a while 
since we bragged about our 
Google Map. Conveniently lo-
cated on the ‘Net at www.nhga-
zette.com/where-you-can-get-
the-gazette, it shows 156 places, 
from the Milton Road Shell sta-
tion in Rochester, to Blue Moon 
Natural Foods in Exeter, where 
you can pick up a copy of our lit-
tle cellulose-based life form. We 
also encourage our particularly 
faithful readers — you know who 
you are — to use the map as a 
resource to check up on our dis-
tribution in the outlying areas. If 

a place on the map doesn’t have 
the paper, especially the week af-
ter we publish, we’d appreciate a 
heads-up.

And Now For Something 
Completely Absurd

We discovered recently that 
beauty contests are still being 
held. And we thought we were 
retro. A pretty young blonde 
woman named Carrie Prejean 
won the title Miss California 
some time back. Quelle surprise. 
Then she entered the Miss USA 
pageant. Before that extrava-
ganza of white bread pulchri-
tude began, though, she had her 
contours enhanced by surgical 
means. The tab for this procedure 
was picked up by Miss California 
USA, the organization that runs 
the Golden State’s beauty pag-
eant. That’s not what thrust Ms. 

Prejean further into the spotlight 
than your average living doll, 
though. During the Miss USA 
pageant, held last month in — 
where else? — Las Vegas, a judge 
who goes by the unlikely name of 
Perez Hilton asked Ms. Prejean’s 
opinion about gay marriage. Ms. 
Prejean, said to be enthusiastic in 
a conservative way about spiritual 
matters, said she opposed it. 

A report Tuesday said Miss 
California USA was checking 
if Ms. Prejean had violated her 
contract with them. It was hard 
to tell, though, whether the prob-
lem was her gay marriage answer, 
or the photo that surfaced of her 
wearing scanty pink panties. We 
just hope for the poor girl’s sake 
that if Miss California USA sics 
the lawyers on her, they don’t 
send a repo man, too.

Chief: Cass St. has done it again. 
Can’t take it any longer. Checking 
into McLeans.—Krupke

Krupke: We can’t spare you. Nei-
ther can Old Glory. Suck it up.—
Chief

Chief: All right, but we’ll have to 

renegotiate my pay package, health 
care, sick days, vacation, travel  
allowance, retirement package, 
&.—Krupke

Krupke: You were right the first 
time. Your room is ready. Report at 
once.—Chief



Page 6 - The New Hampshire Gazette - May 8, 2009

Mash Notes, Hate Mail, 

Active French School
French Classes. 

All Levels, All Ages

603.430.2020

www.activefrenchschool.com

The New Hampshire Gazette
The Nation’s Oldest Newspaper™
Founder: Daniel Fowle (1715—1787)

Published Fortnightly on Alternate Fridays
PO Box 756, Portsmouth, NH 03802

www.nhgazette.com • (603) 433-9898 • editors@nhgazette.com

Subscriptions:
$25 per year for 26 issues

See Page Five for Subscription Form
Now Mailed First Class

Editor: Steven Fowle • Starving Artiste: Michael Dater  
Business (Such as it Is) Manager: Rose Eppard  

Columnist: William Marvel • Moving Picture Reviewer:  
Rodman Philbrick • 100 Proof Department: Rose Eppard, Jane 
Porter, Pat Day, Marcia Jebb, and Joyce Fitzpatrick • Freelance 
Instigator & Unindicted Co-conspirators: Win Rhoades and 

Jack Cleary • Distributor: New England Distribution Network 
Downtown Distributors: Adam Williams, Megan “Moonbeam” 
Stelzer, Shawn White, Murph, Jon Wyckoff • Subscription Ful-

fillment: Sally Strazdins, Gail Drobnyk, Rose Eppard,  
 Jane Hoffman, Joan Jacobs, Steph Holdridge 

Postal Hauler: Sally Strazdins

.com

Alternative Clothing & Goods 
33 Vaughan Mall l Portsmouth, NH 03801 l 603-431-2243

Cool & Unusual Arrivals Daily
Choice New T-shirts and Hoodies

100s of  Tapestries • Posters • Satori Movement
Bajas • Hats • Shades

56 Route One Bypass
Kittery, Maine
207.439.1133

JACKSON’S HARDWARE

100 YEARS STRONG

A Loyalist’s Take 
on Tea Parties

[No salutation]
I found your article on the lat-

est tea party very amusing. It’s 
sad that few if any who read it 
will take note of the real reason 
for the first one.

It’s to [sic] bad your fore bearer 
[sic] took such an anti govern-
ment stand some 230 years ago, 
who knows how different the 
country would be today.

Yr. servt.
N. Sorenson
2nd. Battalion
King’s Rangers
Dear N.
If we read you right, you seem to 

be taking a stand alongside the Loy-
alists of our Revolutionary days. 
Bear in mind that puts you in the 
company of Daniel Fowle’s nephew, 
Robert Luist Fowle. After Robert L. 
was arrested in 1777 for counter-
feiting New Hampshire currency, 
he ratted out his pals, jumped bail, 
bribed his way out of the Exeter 
jail, and fled behind British lines to 
New York. After the war was over, 
he came back and lived out his re-
maining days in Brentwood, as if 
nothing had happened. If that’s the 
sort of person you choose to associate 
with, we wish you luck. 

Your professed link to the 2nd 
Battalion of the King’s Rangers, 
James Rogers’s old outfit, intrigues 
us. We can’t find any online refer-
ence to a local re-enactors unit, yet 
you have a comcast.net e-mail ad-
dress. Que pasa? 

The Editor

Who Voted for U. S. House 
Hate Crimes Bill? 

To the Editor:
On April 29th the U.S. House, 

pressured by President Obama, 
passed the Hate Crimes bill. 
HR 1913 creates special protec-
tions for people based upon their 
sexual behavior, gender identity, 
or disabilities. This law applies 
to any local or state crime. If a 
person were found guilty of a 
“hate crime,” he would face pun-
ishment above and beyond the 
original offense. 

The Democrats refused to de-
fine “sexual orientation” in the 
law and also refused the exclu-
sion of certain bizarre sexual ac-
tivities. HR 1913 clears the way 
for people who practice perverse 
sexual activities to be a specially 
protected class under federal law. 

The bill includes actions “mo-
tivated by prejudice based on the 
actual or perceived …” 

For a list of the sexual activities 
that would be protected under 
HR 1913, please go to Paraphil-
ias: Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders, 
American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, c. 2000, pp. 566-582, (www.
afa.net/sexualorientations.asp).

Our own Carol Shea Por-
ter voted for HR 1913. I am 
ashamed to say she represents 
our district. 

To sign a petition against this 
“Thought Crime Law,” please go 
to: www.fighthatecrimes.com/

Ann Marie Banfield
Bedford, NH 
Dear Ann Marie:
Those who practice perverse busi-

ness activities have been a specially 
protected class under federal law 
for a hundred and fifty years. Their 
ill-gotten, un-taxed proceeds have 
given them the means to carry out 
their own often-weird sexual pro-
clivities without fear of persecution 
— or even prosecution. 

Now the shoe’s on the other foot 
for a change. OK by us.

The Editor

Inside the Thai Turmoil
To the Editor:
Relevant facts and background 

information will hopefully clar-
ify inaccurate misconceptions 
and promote better understand-
ing of the troubled situation in 
Pattani, Narathiwat, Yala and 
some districts of Songkla and 
Satun. More than 90 percent of 
Thailand’s 65 million people are 
Buddhists and many within the 
country’s Muslim minority have 
long complained of biased dis-
crimination, especially regarding 
jobs and education.

Thai Muslims residing in the 
Deep South share close similari-
ties to Malays across the border 
in religion, culture, dress, food 
and language. Romanized Yawi 
or Pattani Malay is an indig-
enous dialect of Bahasa Malay, 
normally written using the Latin 
alphabet and called Rumi, al-
though a modified Arabic script 
called Jawi also exists.

The new generation of village-
based militant extremists, often 
referring to themselves as free-
dom fighters or “pejuang,” has 
been attempting to divide society 
along ethnic and religious fault 
lines by playing on wary mis-
trust between the Buddhists and 
Muslims. According to Human 
Rights Watch, insecurity and 
safety fears, including attacks on 
teachers and torching of schools 
by separatist insurgents, have ter-
rorized and intimidated the local 
populace and prevented children 
from enjoying their constitu-
tionally guaranteed civil rights to 
quality education.

Tainted by past scandalous 
crackdown abuses, extrajudicial 
killings and heavy-fisted human 
rights violations, the current gov-
ernment and Ministry of Educa-
tion leaders have cooperatively 
instituted plans for progressive 
policy reforms in order to help 
make the predominantly small, 
rural community schools safer, 
while also offering increased 

protections for dedicated teach-
ers who remain steadfast in 
their unwavering commitment 
to maximizing individualized 
child-focused learning opportu-
nities for each and every student 
entrusted to their compassionate, 
resolute guidance.

As the new school year be-
gins, mindful cool hearts offer 
gracious thanks, extend utmost 
admiration and provide ample 
support for the untiring efforts 
of the highly regarded educa-
tors, generous volunteers and 
hard-working security providers, 
aimed at enabling fast-forward 
momentum progress toward 
meeting 3 R’s: Respect for toler-
ant multiversity; Recognition of 
core family values morality; and 
Reconciliation based on peaceful 
non-violent coexistence.

Dr. Charles Frederickson
Bangkok, Thailand 
Dear Dr. Charles:
Thank you for this. We’ve been 

meaning to ask: are the King and 
the Queen’s extravagantly-gilded 
dragon boats still as lovingly at-
tended to as they once were?

The Editor
4

Chicagoan Lauds 
Local DUI Sentence

To the Editor: 
As a long-time specialist on 

the clinical issues of female DUI 
offenders, I support Superior 
Court Justice Kenneth R. Mc 
Hugh’s recent decision to sen-
tence Deerfield, N.H. resident 
Kelly Purington to jail time and 
community service. 

Finding Purington guilty of 
severely injuring another driver 
while Purington was driving 
under the influence, the judge 
sentenced her to four months jail 
time and 170 hours of commu-
nity service, according to a New 
Hampshire newspaper. She must 
spend 20 of those hours speak-

ing to others about the dangers 
of drinking and driving. In addi-
tion, she will lose her license for 
three years.

“Punishment, unaccompanied 
by treatment and accountability, 
is an ineffective deterrent for the 
repeat DWI offender,” according 
to the National Drug Courts In-
stitute, an organization focused 
on promoting education and re-
search on drug courts and other 
collaborative court-based inter-
vention programs that balance 
accountability with recovery.

Because Purington’s case has 
been publicized, I hope that oth-
er women in recovery will request 
to visit her while she is serving 
her sentence. Such visits increase 
Purington’s chances for success-
ful recovery by connecting her to 
the community of other women 
now living lives free of alcohol 
and other drugs. Speaking to 
others about drinking and driv-
ing, Kelly will strengthen her re-
covery, further reducing the like-
lihood of future DUIs, thereby 
serving public safety. 

Maya Hennessey, 
Chicago, IL 

4
Flag Police, Marinette WI

To the Editor:
An attached photo [Note: Sor-

ry, no room to print it. — The Ed] 
shows no U.S. Flag hoisted above 
the U.S. Post Office in Marinette, 
Wisconsin at 1046 hours, central 
time, on 28 April 2009.

Unfortunately, this is not the 
first occasion this Post Office’s 
disregard for custom, tradition 
and the Flag Code has come to 
the attention of our Flag Police, 
although it seems to be the only 
incident of a completely missing 
flag. Most often, Flag Code vio-
lations consist of flying a tattered 
flag; several such occasions have 
been reported in pages of The 
New Hampshire Gazette.

Hike in a  
rain forest  

in Costa Rica
www.OnlyTheBestTravel.com

Farmers’ Market
NOW OPEN in Portsmouth

Saturdays, 8am—1pm
City Hall lot, Junkins Ave.

 local foods  fresh produce  veggie starts
  bedding plants  flower baskets 

musical guests: 
May 9, High Range

May 16, Taylor River Band

special event: 
May 9, Market Tours

look for the flag at the Sustainability Fair
tours on the half-hour, 10:30 to 12:30

Meet, Ask, Learn, Eat!

www.seacoastgrowers.org
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ALL SEASON LAWN CARE
PO Box 645

Cape Neddick, ME 03902
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haikumuse.com

Memorial Bridge
spring clouds shine in the salt surge
moving up river

Tom D’Evelyn

Once, when this reporter was 
recording the deplorable con-
dition of our nation’s emblem, 
the Postmaster rushed from 
the building (possibly fearing 
the imminent, though unspeci-
fied, attack by some unnamed, 
unidentified terrorist so often 
predicted by the Bush regime) 
demanding to know this re-
porter’s identity and reason for 
photographing the building. The 
ragged flag, she tightly explained, 
was not her fault. As Postmaster, 
she could “not do anything until 
someone tells me about it.” Postal 
regulations do not allow keeping 
a spare on hand, our Postmaster 
noted; replacements may be or-
dered only “when a flag wears 
out. It takes about three weeks to 
get one.”

Nor are the peeled paint and 
rust stains her fault, because, “the 
[building’s] landlord lives in New 
York,” she rationalized, rejecting 
this reporter’s offer to paint the 
offending flag pole at no cost to 
taxpayers.

This frayed flag first came to 
our attention on 5 February of 
this year [as shown in another 
photograph] and continued to 
fly and fray until late April. Sad-
ly, flying tattered flags is not un-
common in Marinette or neigh-
boring Menominee, Michigan. 
Thus we pose two questions for 
Editor Fowle: 

(1) Is it more patriotic to fly a 
tattered flag, or to fly no flag?

(2) Is stealing (hypothetically) 
a tattered flag and properly dis-
posing of it a crime? 

Y’r Ob’t Servant,
Arthur Holman
Marinette, WI
Dear Arthur:
Sir, the Flag Police commend 

you. If all Americans shared your 
laudable spirit, there’d be nary a 
tattered flag from sea to shining 
sea. Having consulted with Desk 

Sergeant at the local Precinct, we 
can report as follows. 

(1) The Flag Code (4 U.S.C. 
Chapter 1) appears to be lacking 
in specific instruction on this point. 
You may want to alert 8th Cong. 
District Rep. Steve Kagen to that 
deficiency. If it were up to us, we’d 
say no flag is better than a bad one. 

(2) While property may in some 
cases be theft, theft itself is without 
question theft. As Michael said in 
The Deer Hunter, “This is this. This 
ain’t something else. This is this.” 

Having said that, we note that 
the late, lamented Guy Chichester 
once cut down a sixty-foot pole 
with a Seabrook warning siren on 
top, but, more than ably defended 
by Mr. Patrick Fleming, was found 
not guilty. 

The Editor
4

Reversing Republicans’ 
Misguided Actions 

To the Editor:
Recently our Congresswoman, 

Carol Shea-Porter, along with 
a majority of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, voted to pass 
the COPS Improvements Act. 
In so doing, Shea-Porter and the 
House reversed misguided ac-
tions previously taken by Repub-
licans to eliminate the program.

Created in 1994 under the 
Clinton Administration, the 
COPS hiring grants program 
helped local law enforcement 
agencies hire 117,000 additional 
police officers. According to a 
study by the non-partisan Gen-
eral Accounting office, between 
1998 and 2000, COPS hir-
ing grants were responsible for 
200,000 to 225,000 fewer crimes 
— one third of which were vio-
lent. Even George W. Bush’s At-
torney General John Ashcroft 
described the program as a “mi-
raculous sort of success.”

Nonetheless, by 2003, the 
GOP-led Congress scaled back 

COPS hiring grants to $198 
million, and by 2005 to $10 mil-
lion. In 2006 and 2007, Congress 
eliminated these grants entirely.

The COPS Improvements Act 
recently passed by Shea-Porter 
and the House re-establishes 
the program, and will put up to 
50,000 new cops on the beat over 
the next five years. The funds can 
be used to hire officers to engage 
in community policing, serve as 
school resource officers, or en-
gage in counter-terrorism duties. 
It also revives the Troops-to-
COPS Program, which awards 
grants to hire former members of 
the Armed Forces as career law 
enforcement officers. 

We live in a dangerous world 
where we face both domestic and 
foreign enemies. This legislation 
passed by Shea-Porter and the 
House is a step in the right direc-
tion. An increased police pres-
ence on the streets is not only 
reassuring, but also an effective 
means of fighting lawlessness.

Terence O’Rourke
Portsmouth, NH 

4
Passing It On

To the Editor:
In keeping with the “pass it on, 

spread the word” spirit, I have 
been giving my [presumably 
read] copies of the Gazette to an 
elderly couple I know.

They have sent me a note of 
thanks that I think also extends 
to you, and an article about New 
Hampshire’s reent exhorbitant 
restroom renovations.

Perhaps you can file it under 
the “everything is relative” sec-
tion.

Karen Konicki
New York, NY
From the New York Daily News, 

Sunday, April 19, 2009:
“Up in New Hampshire last 

week, 500 taxpayers massed at 
the capitol building in fury that 
the state had spent $72,000 to 
renovate a bathroom used by leg-
islators. They said their govern-

ment had flushed away far too 
much money on the project.

“They don’t know from waste. 
They don’t know from abuse. 
They don’t know from extrava-
gance on the public dime. Be-
cause they don’t live in New 
York. Here in the Empire State, 
our government does things big, 
real big. Our government spent 
$463,000 to spiff up two bath-
rooms for lawmakers and staff. 
That’s more than $230,000 each.

“By our depressed lights, the 
people of New Hampshire have 
it damn good. Heck, we’re so 
beaten down we’d throw a ticker-
tape parade if anyone in Albany 
held any invoice to $72,000, no 
matter what they were buying.”

Written in the margin:
“Let’s hear it for New Hamp-

shire. Thank you for your 
GREAT N.H. newspaper. It’s 
AWESOME. 

“Our best, Don.”
4

Obama’s First 100 Days 
To the Editor:
My name is Douglas Marino. 

I am 13 years old and I am a 
supporter of President Barack 
Obama. President Obama is 
committed to reforming health 
care. President Obama knows 
that health care is an issue that 
has gone unaddressed for too 
long. In the state of New Hamp-
shire alone 9,300 children have 
been provided with health care 
coverage who did not have it 
before. 4 million uninsured chil-
dren across the country now have 
health care coverage. The Presi-
dent has also invested money 
to provide hospitals with more 
space, rooms, tools, and a higher 
standard for the patients who are 
treated there.

As a young person, another 
issue that is very important to 
me is education. With the $56.3 
billion dollars the President has 
invested in education 7 million 
middle class students can now 
afford to pay for college. Also 

because of the $1.1 billion dol-
lars invested in early childhood 
education, 120,000 children 
across America can now afford 
a jump start to their schooling. 
It’s like President Obama said, 
“The countries that out teach us 
now will out compete us in the 
future.” 

Also the budget invests $507 
billion dollars in alternative en-
ergy sources. These sources have 
created new green jobs that can-
not be outsourced. 3.5 million 
jobs have been saved or created 
since Barack Obama assumed 
the office of President. 

These aspects of economic 
recovery have been shown due 
to President Obama‘s stimulus 
package and budget. All of this 
has been achieved in President 
Obama’s first 100 days in office. 
Imagine what we can achieve by 
the end of his 1st term. I can’t 
wait to see!

Douglas Marino
Newfields, NH

4
Texas Courage

To the Editor:
When you make up informa-

tion about one person … who is 
to believe what you write about 
others?

Marlene Richardson
Texas
Marlene:
You call us liars, cite no specifics, 

and use an e-mail address that re-
jects our attempts to reply? 

How Texan of you.
The Editor

The Fortnightly Quote, from A Reader:
“I am not afraid of the pen,  
or the scaffold, or the sword.  

I will tell the truth wherever I please.”
Mary Harris “Mother” Jones 

(1837-1930)  hellraiser, agitator
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Everything for the traveler
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7 Commercial Alley
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Historic Downtown Portsmouth
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Portsmouth  
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338

10:30

10:55

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork
Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh • Lucy Bloomfield

Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua River. 
Depending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, or 
the fourth fastest-flowing navigable river 
in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gallons 
of salt water from the ocean, up the 
river, into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, it 
could be replaced with 2,125,000 tanker 

trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a roving 

hydraulic conflict as incoming sea and 
outgoing river collide. The skirmish line 
moves from the mouth of the river, past 
New Castle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial Bridge, 
past the tugboats, and on towards Great 

Bay. This spectacle can best be seen when 
the chart below shows the tide rising. 
A good place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 
to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 

Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this is 
from Bow Street, up by St. John’s church. 
Look up the river, from one of the little 
parking lots between the buildings. 
(Don’t try to drive or park there, that 
won’t work.) You’ll see a red buoy, at 
the upstream end of Badger’s Island, 

bobbing around in the current. That buoy 
weighs several tons, is nine feet wide, 
and it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its placid 
moments, around high and low tides. 
Often when the river rests, its tugboats 
and drawbridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in heavily laden with coal, 

oil, and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memorial 
Bridge.
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2001—In a bold attempt to solve 
the problem of budget surpluses 
forever, Congress passes G.W. 
Bush’s biggest tax cut yet.
2000—”I think we agree,” George 
W. Bush says to John McCain, “the 
past is over.”
1973—Nixon cronies John Mitch-
ell and Maurice Stans are indicted 
along with Robert Vesco for 
Vesco’s illegal $200,000 campaign 
contribution.
1967—Capt. Howard Levy is jailed 
for 3 years for refusing to train U.S. 
soldiers for Vietnam.
1933—Germans backing Hitler’s 
plan to limit freedom of the press 
and individual thought burn books 
in public squares.
1924—J. Edgar “Mary” Hoover is 
appointed head of the FBI.
1908—The first Mother’s Day Ser-
vice is held in W. Va., at the instiga-
tion of Anna Jarvis, who is arrested 
on Mother’s Day 40 years later for 
protesting its commercialization.
1869—Leland Stanford attempts 
to drive the “Golden Spike” to com-
plete the Transcontinental Railway, 
but is too drunk. “Every step of that 
mighty enterprise,” says one Sena-
tor, was “taken in fraud.”
1863—Gen. “Stonewall” Jackson 
dies of wounds inflicted by his own 
Confederate troops.
1777—The Continental Sloop 
Ranger is launched from Badger’s 
Island, ME. 

2006—USA Today reports that the 
NSA is tapping U.S. phones.
2003—In a rare display of honesty, 
The New York Times publishes a 
four page confession that one of its 
reporters had been writing fiction.
1997—Chess champion Gary 
Kasparov is defeated by IBM’s Big 
Blue.
1981—RIP Bob Marley.
1975—In New York, 80,000 cele-
brate the end of the Vietnam War.
1969—The British comedy troupe 
Monty Python forms.
1968—In France, the three largest 
labor federations turn out in sup-
port of student protests. 
1966—“It appears,” says Sec. of 
Defense Robert Strange McNa-
mara, “that the Viet Cong is [sic] 
losing what support it had from the 
rural population.”
1960—In Buenos Aires, Mossad 
agents snatch Adolf Eichmann.
1933—In the central U.S., dust 
storms begin.
1894—The Pullman Railroad 
Strike begins.
1886—Under the headline, “No 
Poles Need Apply,” the Milwaukee 
Daily Sentinel publishes an article 
praising the railroads for firing Pol-
ish immigrants.
1854—Birth of Linotype inventor 
Ottmar Mergenthaler.
1811—In Siam, twin brothers 
Chang and Eng are born; they 
prove to be inseparable. 

2003—New administrator Paul 
Bremmer arrives in Iraq. Every-
thing’s gonna be OK now.
1996—On 60 Minutes, Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright tells Les-
ley Stahl that the deaths of 500,000 
children in Iraq due to sanctions is 
“a very hard choice, but the price—
we think the price is worth it.”
1984—The No. 2 man at HUD 
says Hispanics live in crowded 
homes, not because of poverty, but 
out of “cultural preference.”
1975—Khmer Rouge naval forces 
using ex-U.S. Swift Boats seize the 
U.S. container ship Mayagüez and 
39 crewmen off Cambodia.
1968—VC and NVA troops over-
run a U.S. Special Forces camp at 
Kham Duc.
1963—Bob Dylan walks out on 
the Ed Sullivan show. Ed won’t let 
Bob sing the “Talking John Birch 
Society Blues.”
1958—Future Defense Secretary 
Robert Strange McNamara says 
cabbage and broccoli will protect 
Americans from atomic fallout.
1947—Trunk murderess Winnie 
Ruth Judd escapes from the Ari-
zona State Insane Hospital for the 
3rd time.
1916—Too weak to stand, James 
Connolly is shot sitting down for 
his part in the Easter Uprising.
1854—The steeple of the old North 
Church is pulled down in Market 
Square, Portsmouth.

2005—The Base Closure and Re-
alignment Commission (BRAC) 
commission recommends closing 
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.
1985—To end a stand-off, Phila-
delphia bombs MOVE headquar-
ters, killing 11 and leaving another 
250 homeless.
1981—Switchboards are jammed 
at TV stations across the country 
by callers complaining their soap 
operas have been pre-empted with 
news that Mehmet Ali Agca has 
shot the Pope.
1968—In Paris, alleged Peace Talks 
begin between U.S. and North 
Vietnam.
1960—Berkeley students protest a 
visit from HUAC.
1958—Richard Nixon gets stoned 
in Caracas—literally.
1862—Robert Smalls, enslaved 
helmsman of the Confederate 
military transport Planter, com-
mandeers the vessel, pilots it out 
of Charleston harbor, and turns it 
over to the U.S. Navy.
1846—Congress declares war on 
Mexico.
1842—Dorr’s “Peoples’ Govern-
ment” fails in an attempt to seize 
an arsenal in Rhode Island.
1828—The Tariff of Abominations, 
begun as a ruse by Jackson support-
ers, is passed by Congress and pro-
ceeds to wreck the economy.
1794—The Whiskey Rebellion be-
gins in western Pennsylvania.

2005—D. Delsalle lands a French 
helicopter atop Mt. Everest.
1992—Bush I administration 
opens up 1,400 acres of spotted owl 
habitat for logging.
1980—Jimmy Carter changes his 
policy on the Mariel boatlift in 
mid-stream.
1975—The Khmer Rouge take the 
captive crew of the Mayagüez to 
mainland Cambodia.
1970—The Red Army Faction is 
formed in Germany.
1969—Supreme Court Justice Abe 
Fortas resigns in disgrace, a prom-
ising precedent which, sadly, has 
not been followed.
1960—A.J. Liebling writes in The 
New Yorker, “Freedom of the press 
is guaranteed only to those who 
own one.”
1948—Israel declares its indepen-
dence.
1939—In Lima, Peru, Lina Me-
dina gives birth to a son. She is five 
years and seven months old.
1930—In a 157 word news story 
about the New Hampshire His-
torical Society’s acquisition of the 
18th century pamphlet The Monster 
of Monsters, The New York Times in-
correctly states that its pseudony-
mous author was jailed, calls Dan-
iel Fowle the printer (his brother 
Zechariah was), mistates the time 
Daniel spent in jail by a factor of 
146, and mistates the name of the 
newspaper he founded.

2002—The White House admits 
it knew before 9/11 that al-Qaeda 
had plans to hijack U.S. airliners.
1991—The Defense Department 
releases documents confirming that 
Manuel Noriega used to be on the 
CIA’s payroll.
1975—U.S. Marines board the 
Mayagüez off Cambodia (1st hos-
tile ship-to-ship boarding in 150 
years), and attack Koh Tang Island, 
attempting to rescue U.S. hostages 
removed the day before. Casualties: 
18 KIA, 3 MIA, 41 wounded. The 
Mayagüez’s crew, meanwhile, is re-
leased unharmed.
1969—Saying, “If there has to be 
a bloodbath then let’s get it over 
with,” Governor Ronald Reagan 
sends the National Guard to take 
Peoples’ Park from the hippies.
1964—U.S. begins bombing Laos.
1951—Gen. Omar Bradley tells 
Congress that Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur’s plan to take the Korean 
War into China would be “[t]he 
wrong war, at the wrong place, 
at the wrong time, and with the 
wrong enemy.”
1948—Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
and Transjordan attack Israel.
1872—Julia Ward Howe declares 
the first Mothers Day—as an anti-
war holiday. 
1252—Pope Innocent IV OKs the 
use of torture to get  confessions 
from heretics and burning alive to 
dispose of them.

2001—Ex-FBI Special Agent, de-
vout Catholic, patron of strippers, 
and exhibitionist Robert Hanssen 
is indicted for selling U.S. secrets to 
the U.S.S.R., then the Russians.
1969—The U.S.S. Guitarro, being 
fitted out at San Francisco Bay Na-
val Shipyard, sinks in 35 feet of wa-
ter, causing an estimated $25 mil-
lion in damage. Congress blames 
shipyard workers. 
1954—“Using U.S. ground forces 
in the Indo-China jungle,” says 
Sen. Wm. F. Knowland, (R-CA), 
“would be like trying to cover an 
elephant with a handkerchief—you 
just can’t do it.”
1948—CBS correspondent George 
Polk, (“the first casualty of the 
Cold War”—I.F. Stone) turns up 
murdered in Salonika Harbor. The 
U.S.-supported Greek government 
frames a Commie and U.S. jour-
nalists cover up the frame.
1918—Congress passes the Sedi-
tion Act, making it illegal to criti-
cize the government.
1916—In the Sykes-Picot Agree-
ment, Britain and France, with 
Russia’s OK, screw the Arabs.
1879—Wallace Wilkerson, not 
strapped to the chair, rises up as a 
Utah firing squad shoots. They miss 
his heart, and it takes him 27 min-
utes to die.
1866—In a fit of productivity, 
Congress eliminates the half-dime, 
replaces it with the nickel.

2004—Same-sex marriage is legal-
ized in Massachusetts, to the de-
light of Karl Rove.
1996—The House Ethics Com-
mittee charges that serial groper 
Bob Packwood (R-OR) fails to 
meet even its own oxymoronic 
standards.
1995—Army veteran and deranged 
meth addict Shawn Nelson steals 
an M60 Patton tank from a San 
Diego Armory and goes on a ve-
hicle crushing rampage before be-
ing shot by police.
1987—Thirty-seven sailors aboard 
the U.S.S. Stark die when the ship 
is hit by an Exocet missile fired by 
an Iraqi jet fighter.
1968—In Catonsville, MD, nine 
people break into a draft board and 
burn over 600 files.
1954—The Supreme Court gets 
one right, rules that “separate but 
equal” education won’t do.
1903—Birth of “Cool Papa” Bell, 
the fastest baseball player who ever 
lived, though somehow it took him 
until 1974 to make it into the Hall 
of Fame.
1872—Five San Francisco Exam-
iner reporters form the Bohemian 
Club to “elevate journalism to that 
place in the popular estimation to 
which it is entitled.” Nowadays re-
porters are barred, and plutocrats 
run the club.
1792—The New York Stock Ex-
change is formed.

1992—The 27th Amendment, pro-
hibiting any Congress from raising 
its own pay, is ratified 202 years af-
ter its submission.
1982—The Rev. Sun Myung Moon 
is convicted of tax fraud.
1980—Mt. St. Helens cuts loose 
for the first time in 123 years.
1974—India successfully tests a 
nuclear weapon in an operation 
named Smiling Buddha.
1958—The pilot of an American 
B-26 shot down over Indonesia is 
initially dismissed as a “soldier of 
fortune,” but it’s later admitted he 
was a CIA employee.
1946—As he experiments with the 
same plutonium core that killed 
Harry Daghlian the previous Au-
gust, Louis Slotin’s screwdriver 
slips and he receives a lethal burst 
of radiation.
1927—Andrew Kehoe, angry at 
having to pay taxes to support the 
Bath, Michigan school system, 
blows up the school, killing 43 
people, including 39 grade-school-
ers. He then kills his wife, loads his 
truck with dynamite and nails, and 
blows up himself and the school 
superintendent.
1917—The draft law is enacted.
1896—The U.S. Supreme Court 
rules, in Plessy vs. Ferguson, that 
racial segregation is legal.
1842—In Rhode Island, Dorrites 
try unsuccessfully to take the state 
arsenal.

1997—NBC sportscaster Marv 
Albert is indicted for forcible sod-
omy and biting a prostitute.
1992—Veep Dan Quayle attempts 
to pin recent LA riots on televison 
character “Murphy Brown.”
1964—U.S. diplomats find at least 
40 hidden microphones in the U.S. 
embassy in Moscow.
1962—In Madison Square Garden 
Marilyn Monroe, barely wearing 
a diaphanous gown, sings “Happy 
Birthday” to President John F. 
Kennedy.
1956—A 15 megaton bomb test 
in the South Pacific raises radia-
tion levels in the U.S. to 10 times 
normal.
1954—U.S. Postmaster General 
Summer field OK’s a CIA mail-
opening project.
1950—In South Amboy, NJ, four 
ammunition barges carrying 467 
tons of ammunition explode, kill-
ing 30 & injuring 350 more.
1932—Rep. Claude Fuller (D-
AR) introduces a bill requiring 
Civil Service employees to be able 
to “sing, write or recite the words 
to the Star Spangled Banner” from 
memory.
1925—Malcolm Little is born in 
Omaha, Neb.
1909—Marines land in Nicaragua 
to “protect U.S. interests.”
1891—The Populist Party is 
founded.
1890—Birth of Ho Chi Minh.

2004—U.S. and Iraqi troops raid 
the home and offices of Ahmed 
Chalabi, formerly the neo-cons’ 
most trusted source of Iraqi intel-
ligence.
1978—Mavis Hutchinson, 53, ar-
rives in New York City after run-
ning across America in 69 days.
1969—After 11 bloody assaults in 
10 days, American troops of the 
187th Airborne take Dong Ap 
Bia at a cost of 70 dead and 372 
wounded. “Hamburger Hill” is 
abandoned sixteen days later.
1937—In Spain, George Orwell is 
seriously wounded fighting Fran-
co’s fascists.
1927—Charles Lindbergh takes 
off from Long Island.
1926—Thomas Edison announces 
that Americans prefer silent films 
to talkies.
1920—Henry Ford prints the bo-
gus Protocols of the Elders of Zion in 
his newspaper, the Dearborn Inde-
pendent.
1918—The town of Codell, Kansas 
is hit by a tornado.
1917—The town of Codell, Kansas 
is hit by a tornado.
1916—The town of Codell, Kansas 
is hit by a tornado.
1899—In New York, Jacob Ger-
man has the honor of receiving the 
first ticket for speeding—he went 
over 12 mph.
1776—Mohawks defeat colonists 
at the Battle of the Cedars.

1981—U.S. Senate votes to spend 
$20 billion and resume full-scale 
production of nerve gas and other 
chemical weapons.
1973—A nuclear-powered light-
house goes into operation off the 
Estonian coast at Tallin.
1968—Students are protesting in 
West Berlin, Paris, Peking, Berke-
ley, and New York.
1956—The U.S. makes its first 
aerial test of an H-bomb over Bi-
kini Island.
1945—Humphrey Bogart, 45, 
marries Lauren Bacall, 20.
1924—Nathan Leopold, 19, and 
Richard Loeb, 18, murder Robert 
Franks, 14, for the fun of it.
1904—Fats Waller comes wailing 
into this world.
1894—Shortly before being re-
lieved of the burden of his head 
by Dr. Guillotin’s humane device, 
Emile Henry says, “Courage, ca-
marade, vive l’anarchie.”
1871—In Paris, “Bloody Week” be-
gins; the errors of the Paris Com-
mune are corrected by the execu-
tion of 20-35,000.
1823—The 200th anniversary of 
the settling of Portsmouth is “cel-
ebrated with great éclat.”
1771—Poet Christopher Smart 
dies in debtor’s prison.
1420—Henry VI, King of England, 
is betrothed to Catherine de Valois 
of France, thus ensuring perpetual 
peace between the two nations.

2004—George W. Bush is slightly 
injured falling off a bicycle.
1981—Director Boris Sagal is 
struck and killed by a helicopter 
rotor blade while making a film. 
Sagal had filmed the pilot episode 
of Combat!, whose star, Vic Mor-
row, dies the same way in 1982.
1968—In New York, police arrest 
nearly 1,000 at occupied Colum-
bia U.
1968—Police and students clash in 
the Latin Quarter of Paris.
1968—The nuclear sub Scorpion, 
two nuclear torpedos, and all 99 
crew members are lost at sea.
1957—A 10 megaton H-bomb is 
accidentally dropped near Albu-
querque. Its attached parachutes 
fail to operate. The non-nuclear ex-
plosives leave a crater 12 feet deep 
and 25 across.
1949—Former Secretary of De-
fense James Forrestal either throws 
himself, or is thrown, out a 16th 
floor hospital window.
1944—Life magazine publishes a 
photo of an American girl at her 
desk with a souvenir sent by her 
boyfriend in the Pacific—the skull 
of  Japanese soldier.
1884—Pitching with his right (the 
only hand he has) Hugh Daily fans 
13 hitters.
1868—Indiana’s Reno Gang com-
mits its fourth and most profitable 
train robbery, but ten are lynched 
before the year is out.

2003—Dick Cheney casts a decid-
ing Senate vote drastically cutting 
taxes for the rich.
1995—34 days after someone blew 
up an Oklahoma federal building, 
the federal government blows up 
what’s left.
1963—Mossad agents kidnap 
Adolph Eichmann in Argentina.
1945—Reichsführer Heinrich 
Himmler cheats the hangman.
1939—The U.S.S. Squalus sinks off 
the Isles of Shoals with 59 aboard.
1934—Police in Louisiana ambush 
and kill Bonnie and Clyde.
1930—“I wish you all had one neck 
and that I had my hands on it,” se-
rial killer Carl Panzram writes to 
the Society for the Abolition of 
Capital Punishment.
1908—In San Francisco, 16 pas-
sengers fall out of an exploding 
dirigible. All survive.
1883—A team of one-armed men 
plays baseball against a team of 
one-legged men.
1832—In Jamaica, the revolution-
ary Samuel Sharpe is honored for 
his part in the 1831 Slave Rebel-
lion by being hanged.
1701—Captain Kidd’s career 
comes to an abrupt end.
1618—Bohemian nobles throw two 
Imperial governors out the window 
of a Prague castle. Landing in ma-
nure, neither is badly hurt, but the 
2nd Defenestration of Prague kicks 
off the Thirty Years War. 
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