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News Briefs:
The Canonization of Uncle Walter

The Fortnightly Rant

The House Always Wins

The recent death and subse-
quent canonization of Walter 
Cronkite, aka “Uncle Walter,” by 
the surviving members of his al-
leged tribe was as predictable as 
it was incomplete. As a newly-
annointed member of journal-
ism’s Pantheon, he can now keep 
Edward R. Murrow company. 
No doubt Ed will be grateful — 
it must get lonely in there. 

More to the point, now that 
Uncle Walter’s all boxed up and 
silent it’s safe for his successors 
to toss figurative laurels at his 
head as if it were a post in a car-
nival game of toss the hoop. He 
can’t talk back.

You can’t fault today’s news-
readers for leaping at the chance 
to bask in the reflected glow of 
their sainted forebears, since said 
saints can no longer ask difficult 

questions like “why is it none of 
you pretty people seem to be able 
to earn the public’s trust like I 
did?”

Uncle Walter’s shining mo-
ment came not long after the Tet 
Offensive in 1968. Cronkite’s re-
porting on Vietnam up until then 
had been standard broadcast-
grade stuff: neutral, and therefore 
tending to buttress rather than 
undermine the official adminis-
tration line. He took another trip 
to Vietnam to look around for 
himself. Then, after his return, on 
February 27, 1968, he said, “We 
have been too often disappointed 
by the optimism of the Ameri-
can leaders, both in Vietnam and 
Washington, to have faith any 
longer in the silver linings they 
find in the darkest clouds … To 
say that we are closer to victory 

today is to believe, in the face of 
the evidence, the optimists who 
have been wrong in the past.”

Cronkite earned the respect 
he enjoyed by playing a pretty 
straight game. But the news 
racket is a little bit like a casino. 
No matter how honest the black-
jack dealer is, the odds still favor 
the house. In 1968, Uncle Walter 
tipped off the customers. He got 
away with it because by then the 
official lies had become unsup-
portable. 

The official lies are as bad now 
as they’ve ever been — worse, in 
fact. The trouble is, there aren’t 
many honest dealers left.

An Unhealthy Situation
As press time approaches, the 

wrangling over health care re-
form is reaching a fever pitch. 
Don’t stand too close — you 

might get some on you.
In 2007, the McKinsey Global 

Institute (MGI) found that “the 
United States spends approxi-
mately $480 billion ($1,600 per 
capita) more on health care than 
other OECD* countries and 
that additional spending is not 
explained by a higher disease 
burden; the research shows that 
the U.S. population is not sig-
nificantly sicker than the other 
countries studied.”

Except politically, of course.

Mike Hall, at the blog aflcio.
org, thinks he might have an idea 
about where the problem lies. 
“Profits at ten of the country’s 
largest publicly-traded health 
insurance companies rose 428 
percent from 2000 to 2007,” he 
writes, “while consumers paid 
more for less coverage.”

According to polls, about six 
out of ten Americans would, if 
given the choice, prefer a “single-
payer” health care system over the 
existing trainwreck. If that were 
unattainable, the majority would 
settle for a “public option.” 

As of Wednesday, it appeared 
that we could very well get nei-
ther. A “single-payer” system is 
just out of the question — never 

In just eleven trading days, 
between July 10 and July 27, the 
Dow-Jones Industrial Average 
rose by more than eleven percent. 
JP Morgan Chase recently post-
ed second-quarter profits of $2.7 
billion. Goldman Sachs topped 
that with profits of $3.4 billion. 
Congratulations, America — it 
looks like happy days are here 
again.

What’s that you say? You’re 
not employed in the financial in-
dustry? Like nearly ten percent 
of the work force, you’re not em-
ployed at all? Oh. Well, perhaps 
you should have made better 
choices in your life, then.

Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. 
calls itself “a leading global finan-
cial services firm providing in-
vestment banking, securities and 
investment management services 
to a substantial and diversified 
client base that includes corpora-
tions, financial institutions, gov-
ernments and high-net-worth 
individuals. Founded in 1869, 
the firm is headquartered in New 
York and maintains offices in 
London, Frankfurt, Tokyo, Hong 
Kong and other major financial 
centers around the world.”

Matt Taibbi has a different 
perspective. Before Goldman 
Sachs posted its latest profit 
numbers, he wrote an article that 
appeared in Rolling Stone under 
the headline, “The Great Ameri-
can Bubble Machine.” It called 
“the world’s most powerful in-
vestment bank” a “great vampire 
squid wrapped around the face of 
humanity, relentlessly jamming 
its blood funnel into anything 
that smells like money.” 

Taibbi scans 140 years of 
Goldman Sachs history to make 
his case, and he finds its fell fin-

gerprints everywhere — on the 
Great Depression, the dot.com 
bubble, the housing bubble, the 
2008 oil price spike, and on the 
TARP trainwreck that followed 
last year’s Lehman Brothers col-
lapse.

Goldman Sachs’ stunning 
second quarter followed a fairly 
spectacular first, considering that 
the nation is in what some have 
begun calling the Great Reces-
sion. In the first quarter, it posted 
profits of $1.8 billion. Not sur-
prisingly, Taibbi is skeptical of 
this figure. He quotes an un-
named hedge-fund manager say-
ing the numbers were “cooked six 
ways from Sunday.”

“Taken together,” writes Tai-
bbi, “the numbers show that 
Goldman essentially borrowed 
a $5 billion salary payout for its 
executives in the middle of the 
global economic crisis it helped 
cause, using halfbaked account-
ing to reel in investors, just 
months after receiving billions in 
a taxpayer bailout.”

Bloomberg News interviewed 
former New York Attorney Gen-
eral and Governor Eliot Spitzer* 
on July 14 about Goldman Sachs. 
Asked about the Taibbi piece, 
Spitzer called it “good journalism 
and good reading and obviously 
not only a conspiracy theory that 
was very well presented but …”

“That was Goldman’s line,” 
Bloomberg’s interviewer inter-
rupted, eager to get the party line 
across. “That it was a conspiracy 

theory.” “That doesn’t mean it’s 
wrong,” replied Spitzer.

“Wall Street is beginning to 
come back because the govern-
ment has pumped an unbeliev-
able amount of money into [it]. 
Whether you believe Taibbi’s 
description of Goldman or not, 
there’s no question we as tax-
payers have put billions, in fact, 
trillions, into [Wall] Street. The 
question is, does that gener-
ate jobs, which is the word we 
haven’t heard anything about out 
in the real economy.” 

Goldman Sachs employees 
will reap an average of $773,000 
this year — but since the great 
majority will make but a small 
fraction of that, the elite few will 
make a fortune.

Citigroup energy trader An-
drew Hall’s contract could get a 
bonus of $100 million, despite 

his company’s rocky condition. 
NBC’s Lisa Myers reports that 
the banks were defending the 
bonuses as justified and neces-
sary. They’ve got a point. How 
else is Hall going to maintain his 
thousand-year old castle in Ger-
many? 

The House Financial Services 
Committee voted Tuesday to 
limit Wall Street bonuses based 
on “excessive risk.” The whole 
House is slated to vote on the 
measure Friday. Get your ear-
plugs now — the howls of pain 
coming from the bankers’ apolo-
gists will be excruciating.

If Congress manages to limit 
bonuses for Wall Street bankers, 
which is far from a sure thing, 
Tuesday’s vote notwithstanding, 
that would be a step in the right 
direction. But it would only be 
one small step, like un-rigging 
one game at a casino. Three sto-
ries from a single issue of the 
Boston Globe give a sense of how 
broadly the inequity runs. 

On July 16th, the paper ran an 
Associated Press story reporting 
that Federal Reserve Chairman 

Ben Bernanke was “resisting” an 
Obama administration plan to 
create “a consumer protection 
agency for risky financial prod-
ucts.” 

The same day, under the head-
line “Arbitrator hid ties to debt 
collectors, new report says,” a 
Bloomberg News story described 
how the supposedly neutral Na-
tional Arbitration Forum (NAF), 
which “handled most consumer 
debt-collection” cases in the 
country, was in fact “part of one 
big debt-collection conglomer-
ate.” (As Wade Goodwyn later 
put it for National Public Radio, 
“In thousands of cases, the own-
ers of the National Arbitration 
Forum had a vested stake in the 
outcome since they were parties 
to one side of the dispute as well 
as judge and jury.”)

Finally, the Globe ran a local 
piece about forty people, ten of 
them members of the clergy, who 
met in front of the Boston Fed-
eral Reserve Bank and the Bank 
of America, to plead for an end 
to usury.

Sure — that’ll work.

* Spitzer was also known as “Client-9” to 
escorts employed by The Emperors Club, 
and to the federal agents who tracked 
his illegal payments to them. He had the 
decency to resign his position as Governor 
of New York on March 17, 2008. That’s 
more than one can say for Senator David 
Vitter (R-LA), a client of the “D.C. 

Madam” who plans to run for re-election 
in 2010. Governor Mark Sanford (R-SC) 
meanwhile, has not ruled out a presidential 
bid in 2012 despite a well-publicized 
extramarital fling with Argentinian María 
Belén Chapur. Senator John Ensign 
(R-NV) has likewise declined to resign 
following an illicit affair with an employee.

* The Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development, whose 
member states are: Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Slovak Republic, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United 
Kingdom, and the United States. 
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mind why. A “public option” may 
be on the table, but it’s in con-
stant peril of being brushed off. 

Even Obama’s own doctor 
finds the situation baffling. The 
Huffington Post published an in-
terview on Wednesday with Dr. 
David Scheiner, who treated the 
president for more than 20 years.

“I look at his program and I 
can’t see how it’s going to work,” 
Scheiner said. According to 
Huffington’s Sam Stein, the doc-
tor “prefers a more progressive 
approach to reform.” He also said 
he believed that “in his heart of 
hearts” Obama “may well like a 
single-payer program.”

“Keeping private insurers in 
the market … would simply 
maintain burdensome admin-
istrative costs,” Scheiner told 
Stein. “His pragmatism is what 
is overwhelming him … I think 
he’s afraid that he can’t get any-
thing through if he doesn’t go 
through this incredibly compro-
mised program.”

It all seems a bit odd. Techni-
cally, we still have a representa-
tive democracy. In theory, mem-
bers of Congress and the Senate 

debate amongst themselves and 
then come to some kind of agree-
ment that’s supposed to serve the 
will of the people. And there’s a 
Democrat in the White House, 
and there are Democratic major-
ities in both houses of Congress. 
If almost all the above favor a 
single-payer system, we should 
have one, right?

That quaint view fails to take 
into account those who have 
been profiting from the status 
quo, and who are now waging a 
robust campaign to protect their 
investment. 

The Washington Post reported 
on July 6 that the “nation’s larg-
est insurers, hospitals and medi-
cal groups have hired more than 
350 former government staff 
members and retired members of 
Congress in hopes of influencing 
their old bosses and colleagues,” 
to the tune of $1,400,000 every 
day. That’s a burn rate of nearly 
one thousand dollars a minute, 
around the clock. But suits sharp 
enough to wear on K Street don’t 
come cheap.

Once again we find ourselves 
fascinated by the math. The rate 
of $1.4 million a day, multiplied 
by 365 days, means the annual 
cost of the lobbying campaign 

would be about $511 million. 
That’s a lot of money, but it’s a 
mere one-thousandth of the 
$480 billion a year that’s being 
wasted under the present system. 

It turns out that a thousand 
bucks a minute is a cheap pre-
mium to pay for keeping an un-
healthy racket alive.

A Different Mr. Potter
Of course, the argument out-

lined above is the work of a mere 
scribbler. What does a qualified 
person think? Let’s ask Wen-
dell Potter, of Philadelphia, PA. 
Here’s what he said to the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science and Transporta-
tion on June 24, 2009.

“My name is Wendell Potter 
and for 20 years, I worked as a 
senior executive at health insur-
ance companies, and I saw how 
they confuse their customers and 
dump the sick — all so they can 
satisfy their Wall Street inves-
tors.”

“I know from personal experi-
ence that members of Congress 

and the public have good rea-
son to question the honesty and 
trustworthiness of the insurance 
industry. Insurers make promises 
they have no intention of keep-
ing, they flout regulations de-
signed to protect consumers, and 
they make it nearly impossible to 
understand — or even to obtain 
— information we need … ”

“When I left my job as head 
of corporate communications for 
one of the country’s largest insur-
ers, I did not intend to go public 
as a former insider. However, it 
recently became abundantly clear 
to me that the industry’s charm 
offensive — which is the most 
visible part of duplicitous and 
well-financed PR and lobbying 
campaigns — may well shape re-
form in a way that benefits Wall 
Street far more than average 
Americans.”

“The average family doesn’t 
understand how Wall Street’s 
dictates determine whether they 
will be offered coverage, whether 
they can keep it, and how much 

they’ll be charged for it. But, in 
fact, Wall Street plays a powerful 
role. The top priority of for-profit 
companies is to drive up the val-
ue of their stock. Stocks fluctuate 
based on companies’ quarterly 
reports, which are discussed ev-
ery three months in conference 
calls with investors and analysts. 
On these calls, Wall Street inves-
tors and analysts look for two key 
figures: earnings per share and 
the medical-loss ratio, or medi-
cal “benefit” ratio, as the industry 
now terms it. That is the ratio be-
tween what the company actually 
pays out in claims and what it 
has left over to cover sales, mar-
keting, underwriting and other 
administrative expenses and, of 
course, profits. 

“To win the favor of powerful 
analysts, for-profit insurers must 
prove that they made more mon-
ey during the previous quarter 
than a year earlier and that the 
portion of the premium going to 
medical costs is falling …”

“To help meet Wall Street’s 

“When we try to pick out anything  
by itself, we find it hitched to  

everything else in the universe.”
John Muir 

My First Summer in the Sierra, 1911

The Fortnightly Quote, from A Reader:

Situation Corrected — The Flag Police are relieved to report that the 
dreadful scene depicted above has been fully remediated. The evidence of 
Flag Code non-compliance was collected Friday, July 24. 
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relentless profit expectations, 
insurers routinely dump policy-
holders who are less profitable or 
who get sick.”

“[B]etween 1996 and 1999, 
Aetna initiated a series of com-
pany acquisitions and became 
the nation’s largest health insurer 
with 21 million members. The 
company spent more than $20 
million that it received in fees 
and premiums from customers 
to revamp its computer systems, 
enabling the company to identify 
and dump unprofitable corpo-
rate accounts, as The Wall Street 
Journal reported in 2004. Armed 
with a stockpile of new informa-
tion on policyholders, new man-
agement and a shift in strategy, 
in 2000, Aetna sharply raised 
premiums on less profitable ac-
counts. Within a few years, Aetna 
lost 8 million covered lives due to 
strategic and other factors.”

No Ifs, Ands, or Iron Butts
The management of this pa-

per is dismayed to have to report 
that for the first time since 1999, 
it will not be serving as an extra-

point bonus destination for the 
“World’s Toughest Riders,” com-
peting in the biennial Iron Butt 
Rally.

The 11,000-plus mile Rally will 
begin on August 24 in southern 
California and end there eleven 
days later. This would have been 
our sixth Iron Butt, but the ever-
changing rules have re-routed 
the Rally in such a way that this 
year we would have seen few, or 
none, of the riders. Lisa Landry, 
the Rally Master, assures us that 
it’s nothing personal. We’ll be 
volunteering to participate once 
again in 2011.

Toast is Not Toast
Talk about alarming! On 

Wednesday, July 22 our Wander-
ing Photographer drifted past 
the Friendly Toast on Congress 
Street and spotted a sign taped 
to the door saying “Save The 
Toast!!!”

“Due to the unexpected reno-
vations here in March, and the 
loss of 3 investors at the new 
Toast in Cambridge after we 
signed the lease, we are drowning 

in debt. This is a profitable busi-
ness, even in these tough times; 
we just need a loan …”

Naturally, after the recent 
and most lamentable closing of 
Gracie’s Diner, we were quite 
alarmed. We e-mailed Melissa 
Jasper, and got this reassuring 
response:

“I am 90% certain I have a 
loan now … The new place is do-
ing well now, and has just start-
ed to break even over the last 
two weeks, and the Portsmouth 
Toast is having a great summer, 
so hopefully I can stop worry-
ing about bankruptcy sometime 
soon.”

The Trial of 
Christopher Walken

The Players’ Ring informs us 
that their next Late Night Sum-
mer Series production may be 
your only chance to see “Chris-
topher Walken” on the Seacoast, 
not the famous actor and cowbell 
afficionado himself of course, but 
rather Seacoast actor Peter Lou-
reiro, in his original one-man 
show “The Trial of Christopher 
Walken,” on stage one weekend 
only, August 7th through 9th. 

“The Trial of Christopher 
Walken” takes place in a post-
apocalyptic future where iconic, 
oddball actor Christopher Walk-
en, awakened from a state of 
cryogenic stasis and mistaken for 
a political leader, is placed on trial 

by an alien race for the crimes of 
humanity. In the course of his in-
terrogation Walken waxes philo-
sophical on issues of life, death, 
and tasty baked snacks. He poses 
a larger question, one that should 
give pause to all potential alien 
invaders of earth: namely, are we 
really worth the trouble?

The play is part of a larger 

work of “Walken” plays, the 
first installment being “Citizen 
Walken,” which debuted at the 
New York and Edinburgh Fringe 
festivals in 2004. “Upon comple-
tion, I envision it being like Star 
Wars” says playwright and star 
Peter Loureiro, “though, without 
the special effects or story line; 
and it is in the theater and not on 
film. Come to think of it, it prob-
ably won’t make as much money 
either. But those things aside it’s 
quite similar.”

“The Trial of Christopher 
Walken” opens Friday, August 
7th and runs one weekend only. 
The show is approximately one 

hour long without intermis-
sion. Shows are Friday, 8/7 and 
Saturday, 8/8 at 10:30 p.m.; and 
Sunday, 8/9 at 9:30 p.m. All 
tickets are $8 for general admis-
sion. Reservations are suggested 
and can be made by calling The 
Players’ Ring at (603) 436-8123. 
More information is available at 
www.playersring.org.

Relentless Self-Promotion:
Our Future, If We Have One 
For some months now we have 

been asking our readers to fill 
out the form in the lower right 
corner of page five, and become 
Supporting Subscribers. We had 
hoped that by now we could an-
nounce a nice, steady rise in the 
ranks of our Supporting Sub-
scriptions. So far, frankly, we 
have not succeeded. So we’re 
explaining the goal of our gran-
diose scheme in more detail, in 
hopes that will do the trick.

With enough of an increase in 
our income, and no additional 
expenses, we would be able to in-
crease our press run and broaden 
our distribution area. If a large 
enough percentage of those new 
readers also became Support-
ing Subscribers, we would then 
be able to continue extending 
our distribution area indefinitely. 
Ideally, of course, we would like 

On Friday, July 17, in Market Square, the New Hampshire State Police 
conducted one of their periodical rituals demonstrating that the law en-
forcement community has not entirely forgotten that laws do exist which 
outlaw the unrestricted generation of vast quantities of unrestricted noise. 
The exercise also made clear just how absurd that law is from a practical 
point of view. One officer, his hat just visible in the upper left, has to hold 
a wireless tachometer next to the ignition to establish the engine’s rpm. The 
other officer has to use a wooden stick to position his decibel meter at just 
the distance from the muffler required by the statute. If someone gave these 
guys an enforceable law, perhaps they’d enforce it.

Loureiro as Walken
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When “the Army we had” was sent to war,  
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now. And a few of them could use a hand.
The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program provides  
permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment services  

for homeless veterans who would not be able to live independently  
without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and pans,  
or other household goods. VASH can accept these items, and  

distribute them to veterans who need them.
Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,

at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov

Do not attempt to read this. The type is too small. You will strain your eyes.
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by William Marvel

One military maxim claims 
that the only way to assure 

peace is to be ready for war, while 
another insists that a nation can-
not simultaneously seek peace 
and prepare for war. George 
Washington represents the con-
fluence of those contradictory 
theories. His library reputedly 
included a treatise on war by 
Flavius Vegetius Renatus, the 
original advocate of military pre-
paredness from the days of the 
Emperor Valentinian, yet in the 
midst of the Revolution Wash-
ington himself acknowledged 
the danger posed to liberty by 
the presence of standing peace-
time armies. He also warned his 
countrymen against entangling 
military alliances.

Standing armies and entangl-
ing alliances engulfed western 
Europe in war 95 years ago this 
week. Austria declared war on 
Slavic Serbia on July 28, and 
Russia immediately leaped to 

the defense of its ethnic cousins. 
Germany blindly took Germanic 
Austria’s side against Russia, and, 
because of its pact with Russia, 
France went to war with Ger-
many. Germany already had a 
theoretical plan for conquering 
France that required an over-
powering German force to sweep 
across Belgium and descend on 
Paris from the north, and on 
August 3, 1914, German divi-
sions were pouring into Belgium 
to implement that plan. The next 
day Britain declared war on Ger-
many. It took inflexible politi-
cians only seven days of bluster 
and bombast to launch the worst 
war the world had ever known.

When I was growing up, Cen-
ter Conway was home to many 
veterans of the First World War, 
including the janitor at Pine Tree 
School and my first-grade teach-
er’s husband. Percy Garland, Fred 
Pickering, Jack MacDonald, and 
Harold Potter had all served. The 
United States entered the war 
late, and most American veterans 

never finished their training be-
fore it was over, or never made it 
to the front before the armistice, 
but I regarded them with no less 
awe because of it: they had all 
stood waiting for the troopships 
to carry them into the inferno. 
Theirs was a fascinating era, I 
felt, bridging as it did the gap 
between the old and new ways 
of life and war, and they seemed 
to relish their role as witnesses to 
the transition as much as I en-
joyed hearing them tell of it.

Years later, in Europe, I found 
much different attitudes. While 
the older men in my community 
took pleasure in regaling young-
sters with their experiences, their 
counterparts in Belgium and 
France seemed anxious to forget 
it all. A doddering cafe owner 
who served me lunch in Mons, 
Belgium, in September of 1979 
told me that he had just reached 
military age when the Germans 
invaded, but he had not had time 
to enlist before his village was 
overrun. He recounted none of 

the atrocities that other Belgians 
did, but he said that for the next 
four years no one in his family 
had enough to eat. Their teeth 
all fell out from scurvy, and for 
most of the war they had to walk 
several miles from town to find 
water.

Later I met an aged, one-
legged Frenchman outside Paris 
who, like many European youths 
in 1914, had belonged to a reserve 
army battalion and had reported 
at the first call. The uniform he 
wore — red pants, a blue coat, and 
a cloth cap instead of a helmet 
— resembled the gaudy Zouave 
garb of our Civil War, and in that 
conspicuous getup his battalion 
charged against German ma-
chine guns along the Marne. His 
soldiering lasted barely a month, 
for a round from one of those 
machine guns smashed his knee, 
but the wound that wrecked his 
life also saved it, for the Western 
Front turned much more deadly 
after he left it.

In 1919 France resumed the 

path of military preparedness, 
building the Maginot Line on 
reparations squeezed from con-
quered Germany. German re-
sentment at those crushing repa-
rations helped bring Hitler to 
power, and in 1940 his legions 
smashed the Maginot Line like 
a snow fence. 

The battlefields I saw between 
Mons and Amiens had all been 
transformed from a maze of 
trenches back into productive 
fields by 1979, with simple mon-
uments here and there noting 
that 20,000 men, or 30,000, had 
been killed in the vicinity. Six-
ty-five years after the invasion, 
plenty of people still lived nearby 
who remembered the lines shift-
ing back and forth—relieving or 
resuming the occupation. Plow-
ing the fortifications under may 
have served the cause of psy-
chological restoration as well as 
economic recovery. Now, with 
no line of defenses between the 
Rhine and the Marne, peace fi-
nally prevails.

to cover the entire state. 
If we made it that far, we would 

almost certainly arrange to pub-
lish two slightly different edi-
tions. Their distribution would 
be split geographically, according 
to the boundaries of the state’s 
Congressional districts. Both 
editions would have a section 
concentrating on that district’s 
Representative in Congress — 
for better or worse. 

Once we could point — with 

becoming modesty, of course — 
to an entire state being served by 
a newspaper that was not only 
free to the casual reader but free 
to address the events of the day 
without the constraints imposed 
by the fear of offending corporate 
advertisers, we would then hire 
someone to answer any ques-
tions that citizens in the nation’s 
other 433 Congressional districts 
might have about organizing 
similar papers in their districts.

Anyone glancing at our online 
distribution map (www.nhga-
zette.com/where-you-can-get-

the-gazette) can instantly see 
how far we are from our goal. 
But as a free paper, the only limit 
to our readership is our distribu-
tion — that is a dead certainty. 
And the only limit to our distri-
bution is funding. 

We could, perhaps, go begging 
from some foundation, but that 
would require no end of explana-
tion and who knows how much 
compromise. We could, perhaps, 
expand our advertising, but that 
would require adding bulk to 
the paper, killing more trees 
and driving up mailing costs. 

No, the only way we can expand 
the paper without jeopardizing 
its unique nature is by persuad-
ing more readers — many more 
readers — to become Supporting 
Subscribers. 

Our Shimmering Goal
The fundamental flaw in the 

big, boring papers is that they’re 
financially dependent for their 
survival on the corporations that 
are throttling our democracy 
and killing the planet. The only 
paper that can afford to look at 
the world from the reader’s point 
of view is one that is financially 

dependent on its readers for its 
survival. If we can build a paper 
capable of doing that on a broad 
scale, we will have created some-
thing that press critics like Up-
ton Sinclair, George Seldes, A.J. 
Liebling, and I.F. Stone always 
thought of as a Holy Grail of de-
mocracy.

Papers and Politics
Two books of impeccable 

scholarship,* one recent, one less-
* Scandal & Civility: Journalism and the Birth 
of American Democracy, by Marcus Daniel, 
and “The Tyranny of Printers:” Newspaper 
Politics in the Early American Republic, by 
Jeffrey Paisley.
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by Rodman Philbrick

Stars: Clive Owen, Naomi 
Watts; Screenplay: Eric Singer; 
Director: Tom Tykwer; Rating: 
[R]

Weatherwise, this has been 
the summer that almost 

wasn’t. Moviewise, pretty much 
the same. With the exception 
of Up, there’s nothing on local 
screens that would make an adult 
want to sit up and beg to go to 
the cinema. Bruno? How much 
of Sasha Baron Cohen do you 
really want to see, and do you 
want it waved in your face while 
he laughs at you for giving him 
money to make fun of people 
just like you? How about a team 
of talking guinea pigs who blow 
things up? Not your thing? Har-
ry Potter wallowing in teen angst 
for two and a half hours? Not 
magical enough? Okay, there’s 
always Transformers: Revenge of 
the Sequel, or The Ugly Truth, a 
romantic comedy about a rant-
ing blowhard who has a remote 
control to his coworker’s vibrat-
ing underwear, ha ha. And Public 
Enemies has about ten really ter-
rific minutes out of one hundred 
and forty-three — doesn’t that 

just make you want to rush down 
to the box office? No?

Truth is, summer flicks have al-
ways been dominated by twelve-
year-olds because that’s who 
wants to see the same bad movie 
two or three times, with various 
groups of friends. But usually 
there are a few exceptional flicks 
that somehow end up in sum-
mer release, teasing grown-ups 
to the theaters for a story that 
provides plenty of pleasant es-
capism but somehow doesn’t in-
sult your intelligence. Maybe the 
doggy days of August will show 
an improvement in that regard, 
but until then you may, like this 
reviewer, find yourself gravitating 
toward that comfortable chair in 
your living room and microwav-
ing popcorn for less than a buck. 
Your average pay-per-view mov-
ie is about five dollars — better 
than matinee prices — and if you 
search through the offerings, you 
can find a number of grown-up 
movies that will provide enter-
tainment for a couple of air-con-
ditioned hours.

In this week’s “Just Released” 
category (and also available on 
Netflix) is a feature that didn’t 
exactly kill at the box-office this 
past February, but which never-

theless happens to be an excep-
tionally well-crafted thriller. The 
International is a brainy espio-
nage tale about an Interpol agent 
who stumbles into an interna-
tional conspiracy of bankers. The 
International Bank of Business 
& Credit (IBBC) has a simple 
business model — loan money 
to both sides in every conflict 
then sell them the weapons to 
make it happen. If somebody 
gets in your way, send in the as-
sassins. As conspiracy theories 
go, it’s as old as the Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion, but this time, 
refreshingly, the conspirators are 
distinctly German, of the Ary-
an persuasion, operating out of 
Luxembourg. The story opens in 
Berlin where Salinger, the inves-
tigator (Clive Owens), witnesses 
the apparently natural death by 
heart attack of his longtime part-
ner, who has been trying to re-
cruit a witness against the IBBC. 
Within hours the witness is also 
dead in a mysterious car wreck, 
and before you can say “interna-
tional thriller,” Salinger pairs up 
with a brainy beauty from the 
U.S. Justice Department (Naomi 
Watts) and we’re off to Milan, 
Lyon, New York, Istanbul, and so 
on. The conventions of the genre 

require splendid backgrounds, 
and director Tom Tykwer (pro-
nounced “Tick-ver”) more than 
delivers on that score. Indeed, 
the director of Run Lola Run de-
livers on many levels, providing 
enough gunplay to keep it inter-
esting, but for the most part, re-
lying on the intricacies of a good 
old-fashioned espionage plot to 
move the story along. How far 
does the reach of the bankers ex-
tend? Is everybody on the take? 
Who is the faceless assassin with 
the leg brace, and why is he kill-
ing some of the most prominent 
men in politics and finance?

Clive Owens will be known 
to some viewers as Sir Walter 
Raleigh in Elizabeth: The Golden 
Age, or as the lead in the chill-
ing Children of Men, or from 
BBC productions as the sight-
impaired detective in Second 
Sight. He’s got the strong chin of 
a leading man, as well as a kind 
of brooding urgency that makes 
him perfect as a guy tilting at 
very dangerous windmills, in full 
knowledge that he’ll likely not 
prevail. Naomi Watts, a versatile, 
highly-skilled Australian actor 
who can adopt any accent, is best 
known for playing opposite King 
Kong in the recent Peter Jackson 

remake. You may have seen her 
in Eastern Promises or The Paint-
ed Veil or The Ring and thought, 
who is that and why does she 
look familiar? Answer: Because 
she tends to immerse herself in 
roles rather than playing up her 
glamorous looks. As usual, she’s 
simply splendid as an investiga-
tive prosecutor who wants to 
pursue justice at any cost.

Not that The International is 
all spy-talk or intrigue. There’s a 
fabulously violent gunfight in-
side the Guggenheim that must 
have had Frank Lloyd Wright 
spinning in his cape, and a roof-
top stalking in Istanbul that has 
the feel of the best James Bond 
thrillers. Indeed, such is his 
screen presence that you may be 
left wondering why Clive Owens 
ultimately wasn’t cast as the new 
Bond — he’d make a great one, 
shaken or stirred.

Until then, keep scrolling 
through the PPV’s until they let 
the grownups back into the the-
aters. 

so, have documented in detail 
the American political system’s 
origins in the newspapers of the 
post-Revolutionary era. It turns 
out that the Federalists and the 
anti-Federalists, the antecedents 
of our present-day Republican 
and Democratic parties, were for 
all practical purpoes born out of 
the newspapers of the late 18th 

century. 
It’s no wonder the abysmal 

performance of the two “main-
stream” political parties over the 
past fifty years has stimulated a 
desire for a new political party 
that would work for the aver-
age American. Sadly, with our 
media landscape dominated by 
the inanity of Glenn Beck, Rush 

Limbaugh, and Bill O’Reilly, 
so far all we’ve got is knots and 
clumps of angry, inarticulate tea-
baggers and “birthers” — people 
convinced Barack Obama is a 
Kenyan Manchurian Candidate 
— congealing around them. But 
the basic process still seems to be 
working. 

The irrational and ill-informed 

have their own audible standards 
to rally round — ad nauseam. 
Surely the reality-based com-
munity deserves to have a read-
able one — and we believe we’ve 
figured out how to create it. But 
its would-be readers will have to 
cough up some money. By our 
calculations, the cost will come 
to seven cents a day per reader.

This may seem the dream of 
a madman. In fact, technically 
it is. But in this day and age, do 
we not see the dreams of mad-
men carried out every day? We’ll 
never know if this will work until 
more people pony up.

The requisite form is directly 
below. Further progress is up to 
you.
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I Am Republican, 
Hear Me Drone

To the Editor:
I am a Republican. Have we 

met? I mean, have you met the 
real me — not a characterization 
by those who disagree with me.

I am your neighbor, your teach-
er, your mechanic, your doctor. I 
own the ice cream parlor, the 
pizza place, the local gym. I clean 
your chimney, deliver your oil, sit 
beside you in college, shop beside 
you at the grocery store, and wait 
beside you at the vet. I chat with 
you at the post office; our kids are 
in the same class. I serve beside 
you on the PTA. I am not a far-
off politician in Washington, but 
I am the face of the Republican 
Party in our community, and this 
is what I believe:

I believe everyone should have 
equal opportunity, but opportu-
nity does not mean entitlement 
or preference. Don’t misunder-
stand; I’m not cruel and heart-
less. As a Confucian-Taoist say-
ing goes, “Give a man a fish, you 
will feed him for a day; teach a 
man to fish, and you will feed 
him for a lifetime.” [Fifty-six 
words of Republican boilerplate 
deleted for brevity. — The Ed.] As 
each individual achieves, all are 
better for it.

Far too often when politicians 
speak of “equality” and a “fair 
share” they imply the rich de-
serve to be taken down a peg and 
the poor be given the plunder. 
But history shows when govern-
ment steps in to “make it fair,” 

all become poor and stripped of 
their freedoms. Motivation and 
dreams lie stifled at the bottom 
while a select few divvy out the 
pot and rule in luxury at the top. 
[Another 48 words worth of GOP 
talking points bite the dust. — The 
Ed.]

I am not ashamed to say that 
the United States of America is 
the greatest country to ever ex-
ist. And while we aren’t perfect, 
no nation has ever produced the 
bounty and granted its citizens 
the freedoms we enjoy. We live 
in relative peace and safety, for 
the moment. Our daughters are 
free to attend school, get a good 
job, and marry whomever they 
choose without fear of being be-
headed. Our children can play 
outside without fear of being 
kidnapped and sold into slavery. 
I am able to write a letter to the 
editor without fear of imprison-
ment. [To give others a fighting 
chance here, another 66 words go 
bye-bye. — The Ed.]

I believe we have real enemies 
who are making real plans to de-
stroy us. While some may argue 
that this is our fault, I believe 
there are those who are inher-
ently evil and hate us merely be-
cause we are free. What did all 
of Europe do to deserve the dev-
astation Hitler wrought? [Thirty 
more redundant words gone. — 
The Ed.]

I believe in the freedom of per-
sonal choice, but I also believe in 
taking personal responsibility for 
those choices. Personal choices 
and responsibility make up the 
fabric of America, and each of 
us has a responsibility to be the 
best we can be for both our own 
sake and the sake of our nation. 
[Another 71 words bite the dust. — 
The Ed.]

I believe that greed and cor-
ruption exist on both sides of the 
aisle in our political arena, and 
view it as my citizen’s duty to pay 
close attention, hold my elected 
officials accountable, remove 

them when necessary and work 
to elect new leaders who can be 
trusted. 

Yes, I am a Republican, and 
while some have tarnished my 
name, misrepresented me and 
abused their power, I am stead-
fastly optimistic about our future. 
And while I am proud to be a Re-
publican, I am even more proud 
to be an American [&c., &c].

Janet Finnamore
Swanzey, NH 
Janet:
No self-esteem shortages in your 

neighborhood, eh? And why should 
there be? We see by our Googling 
that you’re not just any Republi-
can — you’re the Republican Town 
Chair. Would we be wrong to infer 
that you bear some responsibility for 
the website at swanzeyrepublicans.
webs.com? Nice touch, having a 
page on there called “Know the Op-
position,” with nothing on it but 
the following comment and a link 
to the Communist Party U.S.A.

“The Communist Party USA is 
very pleased with the Obama presi-
dency. Click here to see the National 
Chairman’s July 2009 remarks on 
the current state of the union. He 
fully credits Obama for the great 
strides they have been able to make 
in the first six months of this year 
and he lays out the next steps that 
need to be taken to help America 
become a communist nation. If you 
thought it was a little harsh to call 
Obama a communist before, you 
need to read this.”

We don’t know whether to be im-
pressed or frightened to think that 
after eight years of Reagan, twelve 
more of Bushes, and the McCain/
Palin campaign, you are able to 
maintain such a state of awe at 
your own delusions.

The Editor
4

Joe Francis, Citizen
To the Editor:
Good article covering Joe 

Francis, Marine hero and finally 
a U.S. Citizen. Welcome, Joe! 
Non-citizens serve this nation 

so honorably while War Hawks 
(Chicken Type) cower in luxury 
safe at home.

The pimps for Corporate 
America and the Military In-
dustrial Complex wage war as if 
they were playing a video game. 
The flags are a-waving and the 
bands a-playing as good men 
and women are sent to battle 
— then backs are turned when 
the maimed come home. In my 
opinion, the Veterans Admin-
istration is as helpful to vets as 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to 
Native Americans.

I see by the red ink it’s time 
again to renew your great pub-
lication. The “Party of Lincoln” 
cartoon should be on billboards 
across this great nation.

Keep up the good work.
Gene Murphy
Priest River, ID
Gene:
Joe has led quite a life, but he’s 

most unassuming. Some Republi-
cans could learn a lot from him. 

Thanks for your kind words.
The Editor

4
Gov. Mark Sanford

To the Editor:
Re: your leading article ( July 

3) on Gov. Mark Sanford, I am 
reminded, as you were, of the 
original “Argentine Firecracker,” 
Miss Annabella Battistella, aka 
“Fanne Fox,” whose liaison with 
Wilbur Mills excited a great deal 
of interest — yea, even titillation 
— in the Nation’s Capitol back 
in 1974.

Wilbur Mills, then Chairman 
of the House Ways & Means 
Committee, was a very powerful 
man in that role. He was imperi-
ous, arbitrary, mean-minded and 
not universally loved. When he 
was caught with his pants down 
I believe there were very few wet 
eyes in Washington.

The Washington Post published 

the following doggerel about 
Miss Fox, who took off her cloth-
ese each evening at the “Golden 
Slippers” night club.

She was only a stripper
At the Golden Slipper
But she had
Her Ways and Means.”
Harrison Sherwood
South Cambridgeshire
England

4
Another Inmate Heard From
To the Editor:
I really enjoy reading your pa-

per and I would like to continue 
receiving The New Hampshire 
Gazette. I am not familiar with 
your subscription policies how-
ever if I may I would like a 5 yr. 
subscription. My current release 
date is August 2015. With G.T. 
[Good Time, we presume] I’ll be 
out some time in 2014, hence the 
5 yr. subscription request. If this 
is not possible then I would ap-
preciate any length of time you 
can offer. Thank you very much.

Michael W. Milbury #81356
Maine Correctional Center
Windham, ME
Michael:
We’re glad you like the paper but 

your request is out of the question. 
Is your schedule so hectic you can’t 
write once a year?

The Editor
4

(sic)
To the Editor:
You began it, with “(sic)” on 

P[age] 1 of [the] 7/17 issue [in 
the item “Post Toasted,” in the 
“News Briefs” department.] As 
I read that sentence, (sic) was 
not appropriate. To wit: “ … she 
believed there is a viable way … 
“that” enhances (sic) what we 
do … in ways that enhance “and 
in no way call …”. Ergo ‘way’ + 
‘ways’ were in both places, the 
subject words; ‘conferences’ and 
‘events’ were not.
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Your Fortnightly Rants are 
worth the subscription cost, par-
ticularly the McNamara rant that 
reminds me of forgotten details. 
Also again 4/24/09 on Boehner 
+ Cantor. Keep it up.

Pamela Ritter
Fairfield, CT
Pamela:
We’ll pass your advisory on to the 

100 Proof team for their consider-
ation. Thanks for the kind words.

The Editor
4

Shea-Porter A Driving Force
To the Editor:
I’d like to thank Congresswom-

an Carol Shea-Porter for helping 
New Hampshire veterans obtain 
in-state treatment of acute medi-
cal conditions. Shea-Porter was 
the driving force behind a recent 
agreement reached between the 
Department of Veteran Affairs 
and Concord Hospital which 
provides acute medical care for 
our veterans. Prior to this ar-
rangement, New Hampshire vets 
had to go out-of-state for help.

I’ve had the experience of tak-
ing my father-in-law, a Navy 
veteran, to the Manchester VA 
Hospital, only to be re-directed 
to a Massachusetts VA Hospital 
for his treatment. As a U.S.M.C. 
vet I found this to be appalling. 
Shea-Porter’s concern for us vets 
and her untiring effort and per-
sistence is greatly appreciated. 

Tim Siekmann, U.S.M.C. Vet
Londonderry, NH

4
The Big Ponzi

To the Editor:
It was interesting to read 

MSNBC’s take on how the Fed-
eral Reserve “bailed” the system 
out and why the Fed is so keen 
on perpetuating the secrecy. 
However the “Quote-of-the-
Week” goes to Eliot Spitzer who 
said: “The Fed is a Ponzi scheme, 
an inside job, it is outrageous, it is 

time for Congress to say enough 
of this.” Attention all congres-
sional representatives. Please 
implement Spitzer’s admonition. 
Remove this parasitic Fed fraud 
from the backs of productive 
Americans.

Dick Marple
Hooksett, NH

4
The McKinney Incident

To the Editor:
If you have not heard or read 

of the incident involving Pres. 
Obama, Prof. Gates, and Sgt. 
Crowley, you must have been go-
ing about blindfolded and ear-
plugged. The Saturday, July 25, 
edition of The New York Times 
had two articles on the subject 
on the front page, above-the-
fold, and television coverage has 
been incessant.

On the other hand, you have 
been blindfolded and earplugged 
about an incident which oc-
curred on June 30, 2009, and that 
fact is intolerable and perilous. It 
involved a black American wom-
an’s being abducted and impris-
oned by soldiers from a foreign 
country. This was not an ordinary 
woman. She is a former U.S. 
Representative and was a presi-
dential candidate in 2008.

And you never heard or read 
of the incident — imagine that! 
She was one of 21 people from 
11 countries so abused. One of 
her fellow abductees was No-
bel Peace Prize winner Mairead 
Maguire.

And you never heard or read 
of it!

Their boat, the Spirit of Hu-
manity, had had its radar and 
GPS jammed and was circled by 
a patrol vessel and was told that 
“all necessary means” would be 
taken if they did not stop.

Ultimately, a patrol vessel with 
about 12 soldiers (my estimate 
from a video on the net) ap-

proached. The boat’s occupants 
were told, “Put your hands up!” 
The boat was boarded, seized, 
and the captives taken to jail.

The boat was headed to Gaza; 
its cargo had been checked in 
Cyprus: Toys, medical supplies, 
cement, and olive trees. The for-
eign soldiers were, needless to 
say, Israeli. And you never heard 
or read of it-incredible! 

Our president gets incensed by 
something in Cambridge and is 
absolutely silent about an inter-
national outrage. Our govern-
ment says nothing. Our “media” 
are derelict. This induced igno-
rance of the American public is 
an affront. 

Lester LeViness 
Nyack, NY 

4
Response to a Letter 

Never Received
To the Reader:
On Wednesday, July 22 we re-

ceived a call from Dave Rynne, 
complaining about a photo and 
caption that appeared in our July 
17 paper. The photo showed Dave 
in front of the North Church, on 
July 4, holding a sign denouncing 
President Obama. After a reason-
ably cordial exchange of conflict-
ing views, we encouraged Dave to 
write and state his case to our read-
ers. He hasn’t yet. The comments 
below were posted in response to a 
post on www.nhgazette.com. — 

The Editor
Comment from Don D.
Time: July 22, 2009, 1:20 pm
Ever hear of a Trojan Horse 

Democrat? It is conservative Re-
publicans [sic] who are switch-
ing over to vote in Democrat 
elections so as to oust the PCP’s 
(Professional Crooked Politi-
cians) We are going to retake our 
government. I have recruited a 
number of persons with the logic 
of this and they are in turn re-
cruiting all their friends.

It’s goodby Obama, Pelosi, 
Shumer, Biden, McCain, Pryor, 
and all liberals who comprise 

only 14% of Americans.
Reply from The Editor:
Time: July 24, 2009, 10:48 am
Don D. — Your enviable confi-

dence in the ultimate success of your 
fiendish plot has completely un-
nerved us. Please be kind enough, 
when your hordes have extirpated 
all liberals from the government, 
to recall this abject surrender, and 
send us to a congenial re-education 
camp.

PS - Your annual income is 
somewhere in the comfortable mid-
hundreds of thousands per year, 
right? Because if it’s much lower 
than that, you’re licking the hand 
that beats you.

Comment from David Sallet
Time: July 24, 2009, 4:55 pm
Don, that’s hilarious … because 

I recently found out that in the 
previous administration, there 
were many left-wing liberals that 
had done just that with the Re-
publican party in the hopes of 
ousting those PCP’s.

They clearly failed because we 
still spent a trillion dollars on 
Iraq and beat the heck out of our 
constitution by authorizing the 
patriot act.

I’m thinking about starting my 
own group….the Trojan Horse 
Trojan Horses (THTH). We’ll 
secretly imitate trojan horses 
who imitate Democrats and Re-
publicans so we can get in and 
oust those trojan horses because 
they waste so much money and 
time by voting opposite of what 
they really believe.
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2:11

8:52
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3:463:23
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11:29
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Thursday, August 13

12:03

10:27

4:36

5:48

10:39

12:06

6:23

4:49

11:23

12:37

5:34

6:25

11:33

12:41

6:54

5:56

1:09

12:24

Everything for the traveler
. . . except the tickets!

7 Commercial Alley
(1/2 block from Market Square)
Historic Downtown Portsmouth

Phone: (603) 431-5556

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

5:48

Tibetan 
Buddhist Study

Portsmouth  
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338

6:59

6:38

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork
Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh • Lucy Bloomfield

Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua River. 
Depending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, or 
the fourth fastest-flowing navigable river 
in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gallons 
of salt water from the ocean, up the 
river, into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, it 
could be replaced with 2,125,000 tanker 

trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a roving 

hydraulic conflict as incoming sea and 
outgoing river collide. The skirmish line 
moves from the mouth of the river, past 
New Castle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial Bridge, 
past the tugboats, and on towards Great 

Bay. This spectacle can best be seen when 
the chart below shows the tide rising. 
A good place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 
to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 

Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this is 
from Bow Street, up by St. John’s church. 
Look up the river, from one of the little 
parking lots between the buildings. 
(Don’t try to drive or park there, that 
won’t work.) You’ll see a red buoy, at 
the upstream end of Badger’s Island, 

bobbing around in the current. That buoy 
weighs several tons, is nine feet wide, 
and it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its placid 
moments, around high and low tides. 
Often when the river rests, its tugboats 
and drawbridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in heavily laden with coal, 

oil, and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memorial 
Bridge.

1:14

7:25

12:34

1:39

7:35

6:59

2000—Republicans nominate 
George W. Bush to be president, 
and Dick “Dick” Cheney to run the 
country.
1990—Iraq invades Kuwait.
1965—CBS reporter Morley Safer 
suggests that the U.S. might not 
win in Vietnam.
1964—The U.S.S. Maddox, collect-
ing intelligence in support of co-
vert operations in North Vietnam, 
reports an “unprovoked” attack by 
North Vietnamese torpedo boats 
in the Gulf of Tonkin.
1943—Prisoners at Treblinka re-
volt and burn the camp. Only forty 
survive the revolt, but the camp is 
shut down.
1943—The nimble American PT 
boat #109 is rammed and sunk by a 
comparatively ponderous Japanese 
destroyer.
1939—A. Einstein writes to FDR 
describing the possibility of con-
structing a nuclear bomb.
1931—A. Einstein urges all scien-
tists to refuse military work.
1865—After a summer spent cap-
turing and sinking American whal-
ing vessels, the CSS Shenandoah 
finally learns the war’s been over 
since April.
1832—Hundreds of starving Sauk 
and Fox Indians attempt to surren-
der at Bad Axe, Wisconsin, only to 
be massacred by the Illinois militia. 
The State of Wisconsin apologiz-
es—in 1990.

1999—A House/Senate commit-
tee agrees to cut taxes for the rich 
by nearly $800 billion.
1981—Federal air traffic control-
lers go on strike. 
1971—Derry, N.H.’s Alan Shepard 
becomes the first man to whack a 
golf ball on the moon.
1966—Lenny Bruce, free on ap-
peal, beats a four-month sentence 
on an obscenity rap by dying.
1962—Tusko the elephant dies in 
an Oklahoma City zoo two hours 
after researchers give him LSD.
1948—Alger Hiss is accused 
of spying by ex-Red Whittaker 
Chambers.
1943—Gen. George S. Patton slaps 
a shell-shocked private in an Army 
hospital.
1939—After catching five base-
balls dropped from a blimp 500 
feet above the World’s Fair, Joe 
Sprinz tries to catch one dropped 
1,000 feet. He loses four teeth.
1931—In Chicago, an anti-evic-
tion march by 60,000 turns into a 
riot; three die.
1923—By the light of a kerosene 
lantern, at 2:47 a.m. in Plymouth, 
VT, Calvin Coolidge is sworn in as 
President by his own father.
1913—Police shoot up an IWW 
farmworkers meeting in Wheat-
land, Calif., killing four. For or-
ganizing the meeting, two union 
leaders are later convicted of mur-
der and sentenced to life.

1995—Congress votes to de-reg-
ulate the media, with predictably 
splendid results.
1992—The Republican National 
Convention re-nominates the 
Bush/Quayle ticket. Snicker.
1987—The FCC jettisons the Fair-
ness Doctrine, declaring it “restricts 
the journalistic freedom of broad-
casters.”
1973—Toronto police arrest Yan-
kee outfielder Dave Winfield for 
accidentally killing a seagull with a 
thrown ball.
1964—The U.S.S. Maddox and 
U.S.S. Turner Joy report a second 
torpedo attack in Gulf of Tonkin. 
Curiously, there are no casualties or 
damage.
1948—HUAC chairman J.P. 
Thomas’s pocketing of the payroll 
from his pals’ no-show jobs is ex-
posed in Drew Pearson’s column.
1925—After 13 years, U.S. Ma-
rines leave Nicaragua.
1916—The U.S. agrees to buy the 
Virgin Islands from Denmark.
1892—In Fall River, Mass., some-
body gives Lizzie Borden’s father 
and stepmother the axe.
1875—The Convention of Colored 
Newspapermen begins in Cincin-
nati, Ohio.
1869—Emperor Norton I, “desir-
ous of allaying the dissensions of 
party strife,” decrees the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties to be 
dissolved and abolished.

2004—“Our enemies,” confesses 
George W. Bush, “never stop 
thinking about new ways to harm 
our country and our people, and 
neither do we.”
1981—Ronald Reagan fires 12,700 
air traffic controllers.
1977—The NRC admits it’s lost 4 
tons of enriched uranium.
1969—The Army reveals that eight 
Green Berets have been arrested 
for “terminating” a suspected South 
Vietnamese double agent “with ex-
treme prejudice.”
1964—U.S. begins bombing North 
Vietnam.
1962—South Africa nabs fugitive 
Nelson Mandela thanks to a tip 
from the CIA.
1950—Eighteen die when a 
B-29 crashes into a trailer park in 
California, but at least the nuclear 
weapon on board fails to explode.
1912—The Progressive Party is 
formed “to dissolve the unholy alli-
ance between corrupt business and 
corrupt politics.”
1864—As Admiral Farragut damns 
the torpedoes and takes Mobile 
Bay, Portsmouth native Samuel 
Todd mans the conn of the U.S.S. 
Brooklyn with such distinction he is 
later awarded the Medal of Honor.
1735—A jury refuses to find John 
Peter Zenger guilty of seditious 
libel, because what he printed had 
been the truth.
1620—The Mayflower sails.

2001—Given a briefing titled, Bin 
Laden Determined to Strike in U.S. 
while on vacation, George W. Bush 
responds, “All right. You’ve covered 
your ass now.”
1970—Disneyland is invaded by 
300 pot-smoking Yippies chanting 
VC slogans & demanding freedom 
for Mickey Mouse.
1945—Sayonara, Hiroshima.
1930—New York Supreme Court 
Justice and Democratic bigwig 
John Force Crater purges some 
private files, cashes a large check, 
and disappears forever.
1926—Gertrude Ederle swims the 
English Channel, two hours faster 
than any of the five men who had 
previously accomplished that feat.
1895—The socialist paper Appeal to 
Reason begins publishing. By 1902, 
its weekly circulation is the 4th 
highest in the U.S.
1890—The State of NY tries to 
execute William Kemmler in its 
new electric chair. It takes eight 
minutes, with Kemmler thrashing 
as his flesh burns.
1882—On an overcast afternoon in 
Paris, Abel Pifre prints newspapers 
on a steam-powered press fueled by 
a solar boiler.
1855—A Louisville mob armed 
with a cannon is dissuaded by the 
mayor from destroying a Catho-
lic church. They settle for burning 
down houses in the Irish quarter 
and killing 20.

1979—A nuclear fuel plant leak 
near Erwin, Tenn. contaminates 
1,000 people with 5 times a year’s 
normal background radiation.
1974—In New York, Phillipe Petit 
takes a stroll on a wire between the 
World Trade Center towers.
1964—Congress falls for Gulf 
of Tonkin hoax and gives L.B.J. 
unprecedented (and unconstitu-
tional) power. Sen. Wayne Morse 
(D-OR) votes no, saying “I believe 
that within the next century, future 
generations will look with dismay 
and great disappointment upon a 
Congress which is now about to 
make such a historic mistake.” 
1964—Time Magazine says of A 
Hard Day’s Night, “avoid this film 
at all costs.”
1942—U.S. troops land on Gua-
dalcanal.
1936—Rep. Marion Zioncheck 
(D-WA), who once had a load 
of manure delivered to J. Edgar 
“Mary” Hoover’s front lawn, jumps 
or is pushed from the fifth floor of 
a Seattle office building. 
1928—The U.S. dollar is reduced 
to its present-day dimensions.
1917—Sqn. Cdr. E.H. Dunning, 
first man to safely land a plane on 
a moving ship, dies five days after 
performing that feat while at-
tempting to repeat it.
1890—Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, 
“The Rebel Girl,” is born in Con-
cord, N.H.

1989—Ed Meese’s pal E. Robert 
Wallach is convicted of racketeer-
ing for accepting $425,000 to in-
fluence Meese, Reagan’s Attorney 
General, and others to win defense 
contracts for Wedtech Corp.
1988—Mehran Karimi Nasseri 
gets stranded at the airport in Paris, 
where he spends the next 16 years.
1980—While running for re-elec-
tion, Rep. Jon Hinson (R-Miss.) 
admits he has been accused of 
committing an obscene act in a 
“gay haunt” in Virginia, and once 
barely escaped a fire in a gay movie 
theatre. But he denies he’s gay.
1974—Richard M. Nixon an-
nounces he’s a quitter after all.
1973—Veep Spiro “Ted” Agnew 
denounces “damned lies” alleging 
that he accepted kickbacks while 
Governor of Maryland.
1968—R. Nixon chooses S. Agnew 
for a running mate. 
1925—Thirty thousand members 
of the Ku Klux Klan march in full 
regalia down Pennsylvania Ave. in 
Washington, DC.
1903—Miners strike in Cripple 
Creek, Colo.
1892—Three McCoys kill a Hat-
field during an election day brawl 
in Pike County, Kentucky.
1879—Birth of Emiliano Zapata, 
Mexican revolutionary.
1296—Edward I, King of England, 
steals the Stone of Scone from the 
Scots.

1997—New York cop Justin Volpe 
sodomizes Haitian immigrant Ab-
ner Louima with a broomstick.
1989—Pres. George H.[H.]W. 
Bush signs the multi-billion dollar 
Savings and Loan bailout. Among 
those bailed out at the expense of 
the taxpayer: his own sons Neil 
and Jeb.
1974—Nixon vacates the White 
House.
1945—Sayonara, Nagasaki.
1936—Death of muckraker Lin-
coln Steffens.
1892—Reacting to yesterday’s un-
pleasantness, a group of Hatfields 
tie three McCoys to a tree and 
shoot them.
1874—Charles Fort, chronicler of 
the paranormal, materializes in Al-
bany, New York.
1872—Fire destroys 547 buildings 
in Boston, killing 14.
1848—The Barnburners and Free 
Soilers merge into the Scorched 
Earth party, and nominate Martin 
Van Buren for President.
1842—Herman Melville escapes 
from the Typee Valley in the Mar-
quesas, where he has been held 
captive by cannibals for a month.
1842—The Webster-Ashburton 
Treaty resolves the issues that led 
to the Aroostook War.
1779—General Clinton & 1500 
American troops breach a dam to 
flood Iroquois towns and fields in 
upstate New York.

2005—After playing online games 
fifty hours straight, Lee Seung 
Seop, 28, drops dead.
2000—“I want you to know,” 
George W. Bush tells farmers in 
Salinas, Calif., “that farmers are not 
going to be secondary thoughts to 
a Bush administration. They will be 
in the forethought of our think-
ing.”
1968—Eight American G.I.’s are 
killed by “friendly fire.”
1950—The first shipload of Amer-
ican military aid to the French in 
Vietnam arrives.
1945—The Japanese announce 
their intention to surrender.
1896—“Small sacrifices must be 
made,” says glider pioneer Otto 
Lilienthal, as he dies a day after his 
last crash.
1887—A Toledo, Peoria & West-
ern engineer, seeing a burning 
bridge ahead, uncouples his loco-
motive and makes it to safety; 81 
passengers die when the bridge 
collapses under them.
1856—A ball on Last Island, Loui-
siana is interrupted by huge wind-
driven waves; 400 drown.
1835—Citizens of Canaan, New 
Hampshire burn Noyes Academy 
because it enrolled blacks.
1628—Less than a mile into its 
maiden voyage, Sweden’s Vasa, the 
most formidable warship built to 
date heels over in a mild breeze, 
then sinks.

1999—The Kansas Board of Edu-
cation throws evolution over the 
edge of the earth.
1984—On an open mike, Ronald 
Reagan announces, “I have signed 
legislation that would outlaw Rus-
sia forever. We begin bombing in 
five minutes.”
1972—The Third Battalion of the 
21st Infantry Division, the last U.S. 
ground combat unit in Vietnam, 
takes the Freedom Bird home.
1968—Pitcher Satchel Paige signs 
with the Braves. He’s 62.
1966—Canadian engineer Joseph 
Papp is fished out of the ocean 
near Brest, France, claiming his 
jet-powered, 300 mph submarine 
had sunk after crossing the ocean 
in 13 hours.
1965—A white cop pulls over a 
black motorist in LA, triggering 
five days of riots costing 34 lives, 
mostly black, and destroying $200 
million in property.
1942—Patent No. 2,292,387, using 
modified piano rolls to protect tor-
pedoes from radio-jamming, goes 
to actress Hedy Lamarr.
1937—In Maxwell Perkins’ New 
York office, Ernest Hemingway 
rips open his shirt to display the 
hair on his chest, and punches Max 
Eastman in the nose.
1894—Charles “Hobo” Kelley and 
his 1,200 man “army” of unem-
ployed are driven from Washing-
ton D.C. by federal troops.

2004—New Jersey’s Democratic 
Gov. Tom McGreevy admits he’s 
been sleeping with a man who is 
not his wife, then resigns.
2000—The Russian submarine 
Kursk is sunk in the Barents Sea, 
probably by its own torpedo; 112 
crew members perish.
1992—The U.S., Canada, and 
Mexico announce that NAFTA 
has been finalized.
1985—The tail falls off a JAL 747 
slightly damaged seven years ear-
lier but badly repaired. Many of the 
524 aboard survive the crash, but 
only four are rescued due to delays.
1955—Ike raises the minimum 
wage from 75 cents to $1 per hour.
1953—Russia tests an H-bomb.
1935—Babe Ruth plays his last 
game at Fenway.
1898—The U.S. annexes Hawaii 
and makes peace with Spain.
1865—Dr. Joseph Lister introduc-
es a new refinement to the art of 
surgery—disinfection.
1827—William Blake is released 
from his earthly form.
1676—John Alderman, a Chris-
tianized “Praying Indian,” shoots 
and kills Metacomet, aka King 
Philip. Alderman is awarded Meta-
comet’s head and one hand. He 
later sells the head for 30 shillings, 
to the town of Plymouth, where 
it’s kept atop a stake for 25 years. 
Metacom’s wife and child are sold 
to West Indian slave traders.

2007—George W. Bush’s brain an-
nounces its resignation.
2002—“I promise you I will listen 
to what has been said here,” says 
George W. Bush at the President’s 
Economic Forum in Waco, Texas, 
“even though I wasn’t here.”
1980—Cuban refugees hijack an 
Air Florida jetliner to Cuba.
1971—Attorney General John 
Mitchell announces that there will 
be no grand jury investigation of 
the May 4 shootings at Kent State.
1966—“In two or three years, or 
even before” says S. Vietnamese 
Premier Nguyen Cao Ky, “the 
Communists will accept defeat.”
1961—Construction of the Berlin 
Wall begins.
1948—“Rookie” Satchel Paige 
throws his first complete game for 
the Cleveland Indians: the 42 year 
old gets a 5-0 shutout.
1925—Baltimore Chamber of 
Commerce accuses H.L. Mencken 
of damaging the city’s trade with 
the south due to his reporting of 
the Scopes “monkey” trial.
1906—African-American soldiers 
raid Brownsville, Texas to avenge 
racial insults. One white man is 
killed, two are wounded.
1819—Chemistry prof Rufus 
Graves finds a luminous object 
that’s fallen into his neighbor Eras-
tus Dewey’s yard in Amherst, Mass. 
The two find in it a pulpy substance 
with a nauseating smell.

2003—Untrimmed trees and a 
software bug in Ohio knock out 
power to 55 million people from 
Hudson’s Bay to New Jersey.
1999—George W. Bush wins an 
Iowa presidential straw poll where, 
in traditional Republican fashion, 
you could vote as many times as 
you want for $25 a pop.
1966—“As long as the United 
States and our brave allies are in 
the field,” says Lyndon B. Johnson, 
“[a Communist takeover of South 
Vietnam] is impossible.”
1945—Japan surrenders, ending 
World War II.
1936—At about 5:30 a.m., in 
Owensboro, Ky., before a crowd of 
15,000, Arthur Hash, quite drunk, 
pulls a lever which opens a trap-
door, dropping Rainey Bethea to 
his death in the final public execu-
tion in U.S.
1923—Felix the Cat debuts.
1912—U.S. Marines invade Nica-
ragua to “protect American inter-
ests.”
1901—In Fairfield, CT, Gustave 
Whitehead pilots an acetylene-
powered aircraft about half a mile.
1862—Abe Lincoln becomes the 
1st President to meet a delegation 
of African-Americans, whom he 
offends by recommending they re-
move to Africa.
1846—Henry David Thoreau goes 
to jail rather than pay taxes to sup-
port the Mexican War.

1980—The FAA announces an in-
crease in sky marshals on commer-
cial flights to stem the rising tide 
of hijackings.
1977—Ohio State’s Dr. Jerry R. 
Ehman records a 72-second burst 
representing the best evidence yet 
of intelligent life elsewhere in the 
universe. It’s gotta be somewhere.
1971—Richard Nixon reneges on 
the U.S.’s promise to redeem dol-
lars with gold.
1969—Half a million half-naked, 
drugged-up baby boomers begin a 
three-day mud wallow in Bethel, 
N.Y.
1966—The New York Herald Tri-
bune, founded as the Tribune by 
NH-born Horace Greeley 125 
years earlier, succumbs to a strike 
called by a labor union also found-
ed by Greeley.
1945—To celebrate the end of 
WW II, San Franciscans riot.
1935—Wiley Post and Will Rog-
ers perish in a plane crash at Point 
Barrow, Alaska.
1900—The fourth race riot in New 
York City history begins.
1877—Thomas Edison records 
Mary Had a Little Lamb. For a brief 
period, it not only tops the charts, it 
is the chart.
1623—In Spain, a gambling, duel-
ing, purse-snatcher is convicted of 
murder. By revealing her gender, 
male impersonator Cataline de Er-
auzo escapes execution.


