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News Briefs:

This Fortnight in Neuromuscular Incapacitation

The Fortnightly Rant

A Healthy Debate

Though the overall economy is 
still a long way from robust, some 
sparks of life can be seen. Anon-
ymous analysts believe that one 
industry in particular may have 
the power to jump-start several 
other sectors: health care, funeral 
homes, and legal services. 

This fortnight in neuromus-
cular incapacitation started off 
with a bang. On August 14 in 
Tinicum Township, a few miles 
southwest of Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania State Troopers pulled 
over a car on I-95 “for tinted 
window and other violations,” 
according to the Philadelphia 
Daily News. After the driver gave 
police false identification, the 

situation deteriorated. Hakim 
Jackson, 31, a passenger with a 
police record, jumped behind 
the wheel and tried to drive off. 
An officer tried to grab the keys. 
Jackson punched the officer, who 
then tased* Jackson. The suspect 
exited the vehicle and fled the 
scene on foot. He was subdued 
in a wildlife refuge about a mile 
away, and died two days later. An 
autopsy was conducted, but no 

cause of death has been released 
at press time.

On the same day, a dashboard 
video was released of an incident 
that took place on January 31 in 
Syracuse, NY. The video shows a 
sheriff ’s deputy dragging Audra 
Harmon, a 37-year old mother, 
out of her minivan and tasing 
her twice. He then arrested her 
and took her to jail. Harmon’s 
15 year-old son and 5 year-old 

daughter were left alone in the 
family’s minivan for 40 min-
utes. After the District Attorney 
viewed the officer’s dashboard 
videocamera, charges against 
Harmon were dismissed.

Again on the 14th, Riverside 
County, CA authorities identi-
fied a man who died August 9 
after being tased in Moreno Val-
ley. Terrace Clifton Smith had 
been resisting arrest before being 
tased; shortly afterwards, he had 
a seizure and never recovered.

On the 18th, in Lancaster, 
Ohio, Daniel Wood, a homeless 
person who witnesses said had 
been inhaling fumes from an 
aerosol can and running into traf-

fic, fled when police approached. 
Police pursued and tackled him. 
When he resisted arrest, they 
tased him. Wood’s chest then 
caught fire. The officers patted 
out the flames and took him to 
a hospital.

Also on the 18th, Ronald Eu-
gene Cobbs, 38, died in the Guil-
ford County jail in Greensboro, 
NC after being tased while re-
sisting a search of his cell.

Ernest Ridlehuber, a 53 year-
old grandfather who died on Au-
gust 12 after being tased several 
times, was presumably buried in 

* TASER® is a registered trademark of 
TASER International, Inc., registered in 
the U.S.  All rights [are] reserved [by the 
trademark holder, whose lawyers apparently 
feel free to write incomplete sentences]. 
According to TASER International, Inc., 
“the letters in ‘TASER’ must always be 
written in block capital letters whether 

used in the trademark or the name of the 
company.  The words “Taser” and “taser” 
are both incorrect.” The house style of this 
style of this newspaper, however, prohibits 
the gratuitous use of “all caps.” We decline 
to take orders from TASER International, 
whose signature product derives its name 
from a work of juvenile fiction.

As anyone who hasn’t spent the 
past six months in a propofol-in-
duced coma knows, Congress is 
currently considering an overhaul 
of the American health care sys-
tem. Six out of seven Americans 
polled in June said the American 
health care system needed to be 
fundamentally changed or com-
pletely rebuilt.

The function of Congress is to 
carry out the will of the people. 
Health care, ahoy, right? Not ex-
actly. According to our bookie, 
the odds of the American people 
getting what they want are five 
to one against. Nobody asked us, 
but we can think of four reasons 
why this is so.

Denial is a River of Profit
The American health care is 

“organized” — to abuse that term 
mercilessly — around a system in 
which employers pay money to 
for-profit health care insurance 
companies who, in theory, pay 
health care providers. The health 
insurance company is making a 
wager. Every time Junior needs a 
Band-aid®, it cuts into their win-
nings. Astonishingly, this some-
times results in people being 
denied care. (It should be noted 
that this delivery system blithely 
ignores the unemployed and the 
self-employed altogether, in a 
“tough love” effort to make them 
grow up.)

What do these outfits do with 
the profit they derive from let-
ting Junior bleed on the side-
walk? First and foremost, they 
have to pay their CEOs, who 
would otherwise spend their days 
hanging out in the park drinking 
Thunderbird from a paper bag. 
Compensation for the top ten 
health insurance CEOs averaged 
$8,500,000 last year.

Naturally, no one making 
$4,250 an hour is going to waste 
valuable time on the telephone, 
saying “No Band-aids®” to Ju-

nior’s health care provider. That’s 
what minions are for. But even 
minions cost money. The accu-
mulated expense of CEOs and 
minions is called “overhead.” 

Overhead in the Medicare 
program — known as “Murder, 
Incorporated” in the red states — 
consumes about 3 percent of all 
revenue. At for-profit health in-
surance companies, it consumes 
15 percent. The reasons for this 
disparity are murky and perhaps 
beyond human understanding.

For-profit health insurance 
companies, having duly pon-
dered the relative merits of ex-
istence and non-existence, have 
concluded that existence is pref-
erable. They have deployed ap-
proximately 50,000 employees to 
achieve that goal, writing letters, 
making phone calls, and attend-
ing town-hall meetings.* In Pen-
tagonese, such a large aggrega-
tion of personnel would be called 
“two divisions.” They have almost 
as many people fighting health 
care reform as General Stanley 
McChrystal has in Afghanistan 
fighting the Taliban. 

Dr. Smith 
Goes to Washington

In Congress, the task of shap-
ing a health care reform bill 
seems to be largely in the hands 
of the “Gang of Six” — half a 
dozen members of the Senate 
Finance Committee. As Robert 
Reich has pointed out, the total 
population of the states they rep-
resent is just 2.6 percent of the 
population. 

That is not to say the Gang of 
Six is without friends. According 
to OpensSecrets.com, they have 
received a total of $13,231,077 

in campaign contributions from 
the following industrial sectors: 
health professionals, health ser-
vices and HMOs, hospitals and 
nursing homes, insurance, lob-
byists, and pharmaceuticals and 
health products. Fortunately, 
the Supreme Court has ruled, in 
Buckley v. Valejo, that it would 
be presumptuous and cynical to 
assume that such largesse would 
sway these solons from their pur-
suit of the public good.

Party Time
Opposition to health care re-

form is largely concentrated in 
the Republican Party. In a recent 
poll commissioned by the web-
site Daily Kos, fourteen percent of 
Republicans said Medicare is not 
a government program. Another 
ten percent said they weren’t sure. 
The same poll found that in the 
South, where the GOP’s strength 
is concentrated, 45 percent of re-
spondents thought that Congress 
was planning a “government 
takeover of the entire health care 
system.” A Gallup survey found 
that the higher the percentage of 
uninsured people in a state, the 
higher the percentage of people 

who believe Congress plans to 
create “death panels.” 

Democrats, meanwhile, are 
passing up a great opportunity 
to accuse the GOP of “flip-flop-
ping.” Back in 2003, 204 Repub-
lican House members and 42 
Senators voted for the Medicare 
prescription bill. It contained 
funding for the same sort of 
counseling the GOP now refers 
to as “death panels.”

A comment last month from 
Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC) sug-
gested that the GOP’s motiva-
tion in this fight may not be re-
stricted to preserving a lucrative 
but rotten health care system. 
“If we’re able to stop Obama on 
this,” he told conservative ac-
tivists, “it will be his Waterloo. 
We’ll break him.”

Our Friends, The Media
Given the prevalence of confu-

sion and misinformation among 
the general public, it’s tempting 
to think that the nation’s me-
dia have performed poorly in 
their reporting on the topic. As 
it turns out, that’s the charitable 
assessment. 

Fairness and Accuracy in Re-

porting (FAIR) suggests that 
a more sinister force could be 
at work. It recently studied the 
boards of directors of major me-
dia, insurance, and pharmaceu-
tical companies. Among other 
connections, they found that 
“out of the nine media corpora-
tions studied, six had directors 
who also represented the inter-
ests of at least one pharmaceu-
tical company. In fact, save for 
CBS, every media corporation 
had board connections to either 
an insurance or pharmaceutical 
company.”

“While it should go without 
saying that correlation is not 
causation,” FAIR’s Kate Murphy 
wrote, “at the very least, corpo-
rate media and the insurance and 
pharmaceutical industries’ inter-
ests are fundamentally aligned.”

Those screaming loudest about 
“socialist death care” wore dia-
pers when the AMA stopped 
Harry Truman from giving it to 
them. If reform goes down to de-
feat, we’ll be disappointed if they 
don’t go all the way and fight to 
abolish our socialist fire and po-
lice departments.

* Source: “Insurers’ Employees Counter 
Criticism,” by Vanessa Fuhrmans and Avery 
Johnson, in The Wall Street Journal (online), 
August 24, 2009. Fuhrmans and Johnson 
quote Robert Zirkelbach, spokesman for 
America’s Health Insurance Plans, aka 
AHIP, “the industry’s chief lobby.”
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“I am not interested in picking up crumbs  
of compassion thrown from the table of  

someone who considers himself my master.  
I want the full menu of rights.”
Archbishop Desmond Tutu

The Fortnightly Quote, from A Reader:

fying event when and if we work 
up the nerve to confront it.

For more information visit 
spookyportsmouth.com and/or 
pressroomnh.com.

Combatting Homelessness
Returning briefly to the topic 

of criminals, let us consider the 
case of the gentleman in the 
photo* at the immediate right. 

If you were to encounter Al 
Szekeley on the sidewalk — 
which would not be unlikely, 
since he’s homeless and all — he 
might not seem much like a po-
tential criminal. He’s in a wheel-
chair, for one thing, and has been 
since he took a slug in the spine 
in Phu Bai thirty-seven years 
ago. Other contraindicating con-
ditions for criminal behavior on 
Al’s part might include his sta-
tus as an ordained minister, his 
teetotaling habits, and his on-
going efforts to provide medical 
equipment like wheelchairs and 

crutches to those in need.
Al was arrested last December 

in a Washington, D.C. home-
less shelter, Barbara Ehrenreich 
wrote in The New York Times on 
August 9, “when the police swept 
through the shelter in the middle 
of the night looking for men with 
outstanding warrants.”

Al was eligible for the dragnet 
because he had failed to appear 
in court on a charge of “crimi-
nal trespassing.” In Washington, 
D.C., sleeping on the sidewalk 
constitutes “criminal trespass-
ing.” A friend of Al’s summed 
it up this way: “They arrested a 

his hometown of Greenwood, 
SC sometime during the past 
fortnight.

On the 21st, officials in the 
town of Glenrock, WY an-
nounced that they would hire a 
consultant to review an August 1 
incident in which a 76 year-old 
grandfather riding an antique 
tractor was tased.

Late in July, a magistrate in 
British Columbia issued a re-
port recommending that tasers 
be used “only when someone is 
causing bodily harm or there is 
reasonable belief that someone 
will imminently cause bodily 
harm.” The report followed a 
study begun after a Polish immi-
grant died at the Vancouver, BC 
airport after being tased.

This fortnight, in response, 
lawyers for Taser International 
Inc. filed a lawsuit “demand-
ing,” according to The Canadian 
Press, that the Supreme Court 
of the province “throw out all of 
the recommendations in Com-
missioner Thomas Braidwood’s 

report, released last month, and 
any findings that call into ques-
tion the safety of so-called con-
ducted energy weapons.”

Ghastly News
The Press Room, at 77 Daniel 

Street, has a long and gruesome 
record of furthering the interests 
of zombies, ghouls, and other 
members of the undead commu-
nity. Far from reforming, they in-
tend to add a few more offenses 
to their rap sheet, beginning next 
week.

On Friday, September 4, the 
inimitable Bruce Pingree will 
deejay during a Benefit Night for 
the Portsmouth Halloween Pa-
rade. Due to the elevated threat 
of al fresco brain-eating on Oc-
tober 31, Parade organizers are 
required by the City to provide 
proof of insurance, hire police 
officers, and provide them with 
special silver bullets. The cover 
charge will be $5; all proceeds 
will go to defray the costs of 
those vital defenses. 

Meanwhile, there are still four 
days left before the deadline for 
submissions for the Press Room’s 
next art installation. 

The shadowy community orga-
nizers behind the Parade are con-
spiring with the Press Room to 
create a Mask-Arade Art Show, 
which will grace the place during 
the month of October. Everyone 
who’s ever made a mask for the 
Halloween Parade is invited to 
tie it, wire it, suspend it or other-
wise mount it by whatever means 
devised into some kind of frame.

“We understand,” they write, 
“there is a three-dimensional el-
ement involved. Masks will not 
be behind glass, but will need to 
hang vertically with a flat back 
against the wall.” To be eligible, 
masks must be “hand-made, 
or customized beyond any rec-
ognition.” Photos of finished 
pieces should be e-mailed to 
madamesloat@gmail.com. The 
deadline for submissions is next 
Tuesday, September 1st. 

[September 1st? How did that 
happen? There must be some mistake 
… uhhh, guess not. — The Ed.] 

Finally (for now) on Thursday, 
October 22nd the Press Room 
will host the second annual “Un-
dead Beat Night.” We’ll provide 
more information on that terri-

* This is a detail of a larger photo, taken 
by Nick Schwellenbach and printed with 
his kind permission. Mr. Schwellenbach 
is Editor-in-Chief of the blog The Iron 
Triangle (theirontriangle.wordpress.com); 
“Tracking Power, Money and Influence in 
U.S. National Security.” The full photo of 
Al Szekeley, along with two others, can be 
seen at that site.

Al Szekeley

Health care reform advocates picked the perfect Sunday for their demon-
stration on August 23. Our Wandering Photographer failed to frisk them 
all but did report that there were no visible signs that any of them were 
armed and the overall scene was quite orderly. Among the hand-lettered 
messages delivered were: “Stop the Gluttony — Support the Public Option,” 
“Rx for Reform — Public Option,” “Health Care 4 All,” and “Health Care 
for All — By Any Means Necessary.”
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homeless man in a shelter for be-
ing homeless.”

There’s Joy in the Post Office
The (unofficial) Portsmouth 

Post Office Chapter of the Joe 
Biden Fan Club is happy at last. 
A portrait of the Vice Presi-
dent was finally observed in its 
proper place on Tuesday, August 
25, some seven months and five 
days after his inauguration. (See 
above.)

Joe’s fans cannot complain too 
bitterly about the delay. It took 
the General Services Administra-
tion (GSA) more than six weeks 
to get a photo of the President 

himself in its proper place. To its 
great credit, it must be said that 
the GSA was admirably prompt 
in removing and disposing of the 
portraits which had hung in that 
location previously.

Eternal Earthbound Pets
We’re not sure how many be-

lievers in the Rapture we have 
amongst our readers, but if any 
there be who have pets, pay close 
attention.

As just about everyone must 
know by now, when The Rap-
ture™ comes, all the Saved will 
ascend to Heaven, and us sin-
ners will be Left Behind to forge 
ahead, sans their company, to-
wards our inevitable damnation. 
Which raises the question, what 
about the pets of the Saved?

That’s where eternal-earth-
bound-pets.com comes in. Who 
are they? You might well ask.

“We are a group of dedicated 
animal lovers, and atheists. Each 
Eternal Earth-Bound Pet repre-
sentative is a confirmed atheist, 
and as such will still be here on 
Earth after you’ve received your 
reward. Our network of animal 
activists is committed to step 
in when you step up to Jesus.” 

They claim to be operating in 20 
states, including, we’re happy to 
say, New Hampshire.

“Our service is plain and sim-
ple,” they say. “Our fee structure 
is reasonable. For $110 we will 
guarantee that should the Rap-
ture occur within ten (10) years 
of receipt of payment, one pet 
per residence will be saved. Each 
additional pet at your residence 
will be saved for an additional 
$15.00 fee. A small price to pay 
for your peace of mind and the 
health and safety of your four-
legged friends.”

Whinin’ in the Dew
Hurricane Bill took a swing 

in our general vicinity late last 
week, and fortunately passed well 
offshore. Bill helped contribute 
to the most oppressive air we’ve 
seen yet this summer, though. 

Friday, August 22, was prob-
ably the worst of it. The tempera-
ture at 2:00 p.m. was just 78.3 °F, 
but the dew point rose to 75.2 
degrees. A dew point above 60 is 
generally considered somewhat 

uncomfortable.
In search of some relief, or at 

least distraction, we went hunt-
ing for factoids. According to our 
infallible old friend Wikipedia, a 
“dew point of  … 95 °F was re-
ported in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 
at 3 p.m. July 8, 2003. The tem-
perature was  … 108 °F, resulting 
in an apparent temperature or 
heat index of 176 °F.” It doesn’t 
say much for the editorial char-
acter around here, but that made 
us feel somewhat better.

Local Institution Slandered
Howie Carr, the right-wing 

Massachusetts radio talk show 
host, allowed a caller named 
“Debbie” to slander one of the 
Seacoast’s most beloved musical 
ensembles on his radio show the 
Tuesday that President Obama 
came to town. Our pal Dave 
Karlotski at The Wire forwarded 
us an audio clip. We didn’t have 
time to process it for our August 
14 paper, but now we have this 
transcript:

Announcer: “Broadcasting 

from the New Balance World 
Headquarters Building, this is 
the Howie Carr Show.”

Carr: “Are you glad you went 
[to the Obama event in Ports-
mouth], Debbie?”

Debbie: “You know what? 
Sometimes you’ve got to stand 
up and be counted, Howie. And 
I look at it, that’s what I did to-
day. I stood up and I was count-
ed. And I think I was a little bit 
unnerved looking at the machine 
he used to get those people in 
there. Buses, furniture, food — 
even the Leftist Marching Band. 
I think we need to keep the pres-
sure up …”

Carr: “What?”
Debbie: “Seriously. The Leftist 

Marching Band.”
Carr: “That’s what it calls it-

self?”
Debbie: “Yes. And they were 

no spring chickens, either.”
Carr: “Where the hell were 

Joe Biden

The Maine-NH Connections Study held another Public Meeting on Au-
gust 20 at the Portsmouth Public Library. The two states continue to hone 
their application for federal stimulus money, due in D.C. on September 15, 
but the competition will be fierce. The full results of the bridge inspections 
were not yet available. A full summary of the meeting is available online 
at mainenhconnections.org/meetings/6. Another public meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, September 17.
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When “the Army we had” was sent to war,  
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now. And a few of them could use a hand.
The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program provides  
permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment services  

for homeless veterans who would not be able to live independently  
without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and pans,  
or other household goods. VASH can accept these items, and  

distribute them to veterans who need them.
Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,

at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov

Do not attempt to read this. The type is too small. You will strain your eyes.

Northcountry Chronicle

The Lincoln Cult
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by William Marvel

In this bicentennial year of 
Abraham Lincoln’s birth the 

precise number of books that 
have appeared with his name in 
the title may be beyond counting. 
One magazine publisher told me 
that they were arriving at his door 
by the truckload for review, and 
most of them go into the furnace 
for lack of time, space, or readers. 
The marketing departments of 
major publishing houses lean on 
their authors to incorporate the 
16th president’s name into their 
book titles, if the subject is at all 
relevant: Houghton Mifflin has 
strong-armed me that way three 
times in a row.

That trick worked well on a 
small scale, but the trend has ap-
proached the ridiculous. This year 
alone many hundreds of Lincoln 
books have hit the market, and 
the most diligent student could 
never keep up with the titles, 
let alone the books. The average 
browsing shopper will never see 
most of them, for only the big-
gest bookstores devote more than 

a dozen shelf-feet to U.S. history
The vast majority of new Lin-

coln books range between highly 
flattering and downright fawn-
ing, and some of those panegyrics 
were written by historians whom 
I previously considered especially 
thoughtful and judicious. So 
fervently is Lincoln worshipped 
anymore that it seems obliga-
tory to scrutinize his every ac-
tion for the underlying evidence 
of genius, honesty, and magna-
nimity, and to parse his personal 
exchanges until it becomes ap-
parent that he was always in the 
right. To our enlightened genera-
tion his association with emanci-
pation may have earned him the 
mantle of infallibility, and the 
popular inclination to regard him 
as a civil saint may have infected 
even academe.

At the other interpretive ex-
treme are a few books by bitter 
critics, the most conspicuous of 
whom seem to share a particular 
political ideology. Some of them 
suspect a broad conspiracy, with 
Lincoln and his coterie deliber-
ately orchestrating the Civil War 

to cultivate a powerful central 
government, which they had al-
ways wanted as a means of fur-
thering their secret economic 
agenda.

It seems impossible to attempt 
an independent assessment of 
the human Lincoln without be-
ing lumped with — or lambast-
ed by — one of those opposing 
camps. One disadvantage for 
anyone who questions the domi-
nant narrative is that their books 
almost always go to Lincoln lov-
ers for review, both because that 
seems a logical destination and 
because there are so many of 
them that the odds favor it. The 
resulting reviews usually bristle 
with indignation and indictment. 
Provocative reassessments are 
dismissed because the prepon-
derance of previous scholarship 
disagrees, as though history were 
decided by referendum instead 
of by reason. Dissenting authors 
are often accused of arranging 
the evidence to comport with 
their political viewpoints, while 
more reverent biographers face 
no such charges when their lau-

datory analyses also reflect their 
own politics.

Separated from all the myth 
and exaggeration, Lincoln still 
deserves abundant sympathy. 
Unlike his manufactured im-
age, he was more ambitious than 
humble, and he may have been 
more blundering, temperamen-
tal, and even disingenuous than 
we now believe, but he was genu-
inely kind, generous, and altruis-
tic. Even as the most prominent 
citizen in America, he never for-
got the common people he came 
from. He was not, however, the 
immaculate Redeemer that his 
votaries now insist.  

Despite the attention he has 
attracted, there remains much 
we don’t know about our favor-
ite national figure. Many have 
speculated how his health might 
have affected his performance 
or policies, and recently a cardi-
ologist has theorized that Lin-
coln had a genetic disorder that 
causes cancer of the thyroid and 
adrenal glands. Fear of his own 
impending death could have 
dictated Lincoln’s prosecution of 

the war — says the good doctor, 
who wants the bloody pillow-
case from Lincoln’s deathbed for 
DNA testing.

Why bother? To suspect that 
he was dying, Lincoln would 
either have had to be much 
more debilitated than he was 
or a lot more knowledgeable 
about multiple endocrine neo-
plasia than anyone else in his 
era. Otherwise, he would only 
have felt the same vague sense 
of mortality as any 56-year-old 
man in 1865.

I wonder about Lincoln’s teeth, 
which no photograph shows. The 
set of his jaw indicates that he 
had some left, while his sunken 
cheeks suggest that many of 
them were gone. Adults who 
still had any teeth in the 1860s 
usually had toothaches, too, and 
what might affect executive be-
havior more than intense, linger-
ing, recurrent pain? What if a 
throbbing molar influenced Lin-
coln’s sudden, turnabout decision 
for a showdown at Fort Sumter? 
There’s another book waiting to 
be written.

they from?”
Debbie: “Ahh, you know what? 

I really didn’t want to know. 
‘Cause they, generally, were an 
unpleasant bunch. So I didn’t 
want to mingle.”

Carr: “The Leftist Marching 
Band.”

Debbie: “Yeah.”
To fully appreciate the degree 

of disdain that was conveyed in 
the above exchange, readers are 
invited to listen to the clip online 
at our website. Here’s a shortened 
URL: http://is.gd/2AEvt.

We threw in a re-post of our 
four-minute video showing the 
Leftist Marching Band perform-
ing “Youre a Grand Old Flag” in 
Market Square on July 5.

And, finally, for a lagniappe, we 
closed the post with a 21-second 
YouTube clip of a middle-aged 

woman screeching into a bull-
horn, “Obama is the Devil in 
disguise. He is pure evil. He is 
pure evil. He is pure evil. He is 
the Devil in disguise. Yes he is. 
And you better watch out be-
cause you’re not gonna have your 
health care. I’m not gonna have 
mine. I like mine.”

As we noted in the post on our 
website, “Debbie, we’ve seen un-
pleasant. Unpleasant is a friend 
of yours.”

Tapped
Tapped, a documentary film ex-

amining the bottled water indus-
try and the effects it has on our 
health, environment and climate 
change, will be screened at the 
Leavitt Theater, 259 Main St in 
Ogunquit, ME on Friday, Sep-
tember 11th, starting at 7:30pm.

This screening is being spon-
sored by The Citizens of the 
Branch Brook Aquifer, one of 
several citizens groups active 

waging a very bold and innova-
tive campaign to protect their 
environment from multinational 
corporate greed. Water activist 
Jim Wilfong, who appears in the 
film, will introduce it. A must-
see trailer is available online at 
tappedthemovie.com.

Tickets are $8.50 for adults and 
$5.50 for children and seniors, 
and can be purchased in advance 
by emailing info@soh2o.org. 
Free parking is available across 
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by Rodman Philbrick

Stars: Brad Pitt, Melanie Lau-
rent, Christoph Waltz, Diane 
Kruger; Written & Directed by 
Quentin Tarantino; Rating: [R]

Quentin Tarantino was, fa-
mously, a video clerk before 

he sold his screenplay of Reser-
voir Dogs. But he was an aspir-
ing actor before that, and it’s his 
obsession with scene-chewing, 
dialogue-spewing, nail-it-to-the-
wall performances that most in-
forms his oeuvre, or his omelet, or 
whatever it is that finally emerges 
from his Cuisinart brain. In drag 
as Julia Child (he’d be great and 
even more screechy) his standard 
recipe would go something like 
this: dice a generous D- cup of 
exploitation movies, sauté in 
popcorn butter, bring essence 
of Elmore Leonard dialogue to 
a (very) lengthy boil, and serve 
with buckets of blood.

Like the writer/director him-
self, Tarantino’s best characters 
suffer from a kind of verbal vom-
iting, chattering away like meth 
fiends, explaining the obvious 
and then unspooling the expla-
nation and regurgitating it from 
the inside out, making a kind of 
sticky, flypaper Möbius strip of 
their seemingly endless speeches. 

Think John Travolta, who deliv-
ered an iconic performance in 
Pulp Fiction because young Mr. 
Tarantino instinctively under-
stood that a good actor, seeing 
page after page of dialogue go by 
with his character’s name affixed, 
would surely strive to fill all those 
words with a career-reviving per-
formance.

No doubt you’ve already heard 
a thing or two about Inglourious 
Basterds, which announces itself 
as a fairy tale by starting out with 
“Once upon a time in Nazi oc-
cupied France …” It’s a fairy tale 
of revenge, of course, with giant 
Bowie knives and machine guns 
that blast holes as big as your fist, 
and an overwrought soundtrack 
that will have you cowering like 
a Jihadist during an enhanced 
interrogation. Brad Pitt plays Lt. 
Aldo Raine, an apparently dumb-
as-moon-rocks leader of a band 
of Jewish soldiers who go behind 
the lines to kill and scalp any uni-
formed Nazi they come across or, 
just for variation, beat them to 
death with an American baseball 
bat. Despite Lt. Raine’s obvious 
limitations, the big bad Nazis can’t 
seem to catch them and quake in 
terror at the thought of the no-
torious “basterds.” Meanwhile 
a young Jewish girl (Melanie 
Laurent) escapes from the mur-

derous clutches of Colonel Hans 
Landa (Christoph Waltz) and 
somehow comes to own a styl-
ish movie theatre in Paris, where 
a German propaganda premiere 
will soon attract all the top Nazis, 
including the man with the little 
mustache. If you think it’s all 
bound to end in flames, mayhem, 
murder, and explosions, then you 
must have seen the trailer. What 
you may not have twigged is that 
Tarantino’s two deadliest heroes 
are human bombs strapped with 
dynamite, who gleefully blow 
themselves up for the glory of 
their culture, sort of like, well, 
certain Islamists, which is no 
doubt intended to make the au-
dience uneasy on some level, and 
does.

The only thing that prevents 
a Tarantino movie from being 
tooth-achingly irritating is his 
genuinely superb talent as an ac-
tor’s director. He always seems to 
find someone you’ve barely heard 
of — or possibly seen in an en-
tirely different context — and 
makes him a genuine big screen, 
larger-than-life star. For Inglou-
rious Basterds the honor goes to 
German actor Christoph Waltz, 
and yes, he does speak German 
at least half the time, and that’s 
when he’s not speaking French 
or Italian. That’s right, QT fans, 

most of your bad boy’s fabulous-
ly furry dialogue happens to be 
subtitled. Waltz, as the charm-
ingly sadistic Colonel Landa, 
hunter and exterminator of Jews, 
doesn’t quite steal the show only 
because theft isn’t necessary — 
the director handed it to him on 
a big wordy platter. In an early 
scene he gets to stride into a 
French farm house in his jack-
boots, terrorize the farmer with-
out raising his voice, whip out 
the kind of giant meerschaum 
pipe that might have belonged 
to Sherlock Holmes, and have 
a few self-satisfied puffs before 
blowing away the Jewish family 
cowering under the floorboards. 
And yes, it’s played for laughs — 
strained, nervous, icky laughs — 
but laughter nonetheless. Let no 
one say that Mr. Tarantino lacks 
nerve. His isn’t the first jokey 
Nazi story (Hogan’s Heroes comes 
to mind), but when it comes to 
intentionally bad taste, Inglouri-
ous Basterds wins hands down, or 
maybe middle fingers up.

Waltz isn’t the only actor going 
for Tarantino’s brass ring. Diane 
Kruger is spot on as German ac-
tress and spy Bridget von Ham-
mersmark, who seems to be play-
ing both sides against the middle 
and always manages to look like 
she’s about to burst into a verse or 

two of “Lili Marlene,” but thank-
fully refrains. Melanie Laurent 
is equally splendid as Shosanna 
Dreyfus, the young theater owner 
bent on revenging the murder of 
her family by sacrificing herself. 
Don’t get too fond of the many 
characters in Inglourious Basterds. 
Most don’t last long enough to 
establish who, precisely, they are, 
because Tarantino likes to kill his 
darlings, and does so with gusto 
— and knives, and guns, and bare 
hands.

More of a puzzle is Brad Pitt, 
sporting an atrocious approxi-
mation of a backwoods Tennesee 
accent. In creating his character 
he seems to be channeling the 
late Warren Oates, including the 
famous Oates squint, but he does 
it badly-on-purpose, and comes 
across more as a sketch than a 
full drawn cartoon.

The last line of the movie be-
longs to Mr. Pitt, who is clearly 
speaking for Tarantino: “This just 
might be my masterpiece.”

No way, Mein Herr. 

the street from the theater.
Cap’n Eddie Needs Hands

The gundalow Captain Edward 
H. Adams is seeking volunteer 
educators to work with elemen-
tary school students week-day 
mornings through October. It 

will be docked at Sandy Point in 
Greenland, NH for seven weeks 
beginning September 14 as part 
of the Great Bay Discovery Cen-
ter’s Cultural History Programs.

Volunteer educators will re-
ceive training and all necessary 

background materials, and will 
be asked to observe experienced 
educators before teaching. No 
experience is necessary, just an 
enthusiasm for young learners 
and for the Bay.

Additional opportunities exist 

for onboard greeters, guides, and 
deckhands. Please contact the 
non-profit Gundalow Company 
to volunteer or to receive addi-
tional information: (603) 433-
9505 or education@gundalow.
org (www.gundalow.org).

More Self-Serving Drivel
Oh, dear: out of space again. 

Many thanks to Dr. M. McNul-
ty, W.D. Ehrhart, and the oth-
ers who have contributed during 
this fortnight — we’ll try to be 
worthy of your generosity.
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How Do We Know 
What Real Is?

To the Editor:
Three recent New York Times 

articles fuel our worst suspicions: 
the more we find out about what’s 
real, the less we really know. 

One Times article pointed out 
how buying stocks used to be 
about making selections based 
on long-term value; the inves-
tor determined real value by 
researching which companies 
sold superior products, had solid 
management teams, etc. But ac-
cording to the author, “Increas-
ingly such real value is becoming 
irrelevant.” Now it is about how 
big banks and financial giants 
can create their own self-serving 
reality, “playing games with real 
businesses and real people.”

The second Times article re-
viewed court documents show-
ing how a major pharmaceutical 
company hired ghostwriters to 
write very positive articles about 
their own products and then so-
licited top physicians to sign their 
names, even though many of the 
doctors contributed little or no 
writing. The documents suggest 
that this is standard operating 
procedure for the pharmaceutical 
industry.

According to the third ar-
ticle, The American Coalition 
for Clean Coal Electricity (AC-
CCE) wrote “fake letters ostensi-
bly from real non-profit groups” 
to weaken a climate-change bill. 
Simultaneously, the ACCCE 
ran a million-dollar campaign to 
influence Congressional Demo-

crats to give the coal industry still 
more concessions though further 
“grassroots” efforts.

It’s the same story no matter 
where we look:

Food, Inc., currently showing 
locally, documents how we are 
being hoodwinked by a handful 
of industrial livestock produc-
ers, gigantic agribusinesses who 
provide us with 80 percent of our 
meat, yet who try to con us into 
thinking they are small, whole-
some, family farms. We should 
know that they are neither small 
nor wholesome.

A recent commission convened 
by the Pew Research Center 
warns that industrial farm ani-
mal production will spawn a con-
tinuing cycle of new viruses like 
Swine Flu along with resistant 
staph infections, sewage spills, 
and enormous environmental 
degradation. When doing their 
research, the commission reports 
being systematically obstructed 
by these meat conglomerates. 

This is yet another example 
of how large corporations have 
now accumulated such power 
that they can create their own 
version of reality through mas-
sive adver-tising and the ability 
to successfully control investiga-
tions in general and Congress in 
particular.

What’s the average person to 
do? Everything is being spun. 
After a while we feel lost, cut 
loose from our moorings. We 
can’t even be sure if our favorite 
baseball player is using steroids or 
whether the Red Sox two cham-
pionships are real or tainted.

Short of a political upheaval or 
divine intervention, there is only 
one solution: Buy Local! 

And, of course, that’s what we 
are starting to do again. Going 
back to buying from local com-
panies we know and can trust. 
Buying food from local farmers 
and farmers markets. Putting our 
money in locally owned banks 
and credit unions. Supporting, 
local community events, local 

teams and local newspapers like 
The New Hampshire Gazette. 

It makes us feel good to support 
our neighbors. We get real value 
for our money while helping the 
environment. It’s good business 
to keep our money circulating in 
the local economy. And we gain a 
measure of control over our lives 
by choosing what we stand for by 
voting with our pocketbooks.

Big corporation who put prof-
its over people should beware.

Jean Stimmell
Northwood, NH
Jean:
Oliver Wendell Holmes once said 

— or perhaps twice, accounts vary 
— that a mind, once expanded by a 
new idea,  never returns to its orig-
inal dimensions.  However, once a 
person grasps the nearly incredible 
degree to which we live in a ficti-
tious world created by concentrated 
wealth and power, a natural and 
human sense of revulsion may make 
it appear more comforting to try 
to revert to a more innocent state 
through the use of alcohol, drugs, or 
consumer goods.

Eventually, some critic of the 
“Buy Local” cause is bound to make 
the spurious claim that at heart, it 
sets one community against another. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Strong communities across 
the country would strengthen the 
economy as a whole and weaken 
the corrupt economic regime that is 
killing us all for its own profit — 
against its own best interests!

The Editor
4

State Dept of Education 
Failures

To the Editor:
The 10th Amendment of the 

Constitution states: The pow-
ers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respective-
ly, or to the people.

The Federal Dept. of Education 
is currently working on drafting 
“common” academic standards. 
One might wonder why the Fed-

eral Dept. of Education feels the 
need to set academic standards 
when each state currently sets 
academic standards. 

It is true that all states set aca-
demic standards, however many 
failed miserably at this task. New 
Hampshire is one of those states. 
New Hampshire’s math and sci-
ence standards ranked at an “F” 
per the Fordham Institute. In-
stead of finding ways to improve 
these standards, New Hampshire 
jumped on board with many oth-
er states, looking to the Federal 
Govt. to set academic standards.

One might believe that look-
ing to the Federal Govt. is a 
quick and easily solution to this 
problem; however it leaves out a 
few important facts:

By handing this responsibility 
over to the Federal Govt. we lose 
local control and further dimin-
ish our Constitutional rights per 
the 10th Amendment.

We ignore the failed efforts 
of the New Hampshire Dept of 
Education. Why can’t they set 
standards at a level of excellence? 
California, Massachusetts and 
Indiana succeeded in setting ex-
cellent math standards. 

And finally, what happens if 
the Federal Govt. fails to set 
excellent academic standards? 
Since so many states have failed, 
what makes us think the Federal 
Govt. can do any better?

Right now there are some in 
the Education community criti-
cizing the leaked “Voluntary Na-
tional Standards.”

The Core Knowledge Blog 
(corestandards.org) states, “A 
draft of the newly developed 
common core state standards 
purports to offer ‘sufficient guid-
ance and clarity so that they are 
teachable, learnable and measur-
able,’ however the ELA guide-
lines offer almost no specific 
content and little that would be 
of use to teachers in planning 

lessons — or parents in under-
standing what their child is ex-
pected to know.”

Parents and taxpayers in New 
Hampshire deserve a quality 
education for their children. The 
New Hampshire Dept of Educa-
tion under Governor Lynch has 
failed miserably. Instead of revis-
ing the academic standards like 
California, Indiana, and Mas-
sachusetts, they shifted their re-
sponsibility to the Federal Govt., 
further eroding local control. 

Parents and taxpayers need 
to be aware of this failure from 
the Lynch Dept of Education. 
Hopefully with this knowledge 
parents will contact the Gover-
nor’s office and demand quality 
standards on a State level, where 
they belong.

I encourage parents/taxpayers 
to visit two grassroots web site 
committed to excellence in math 
standards: nhworldclassmath.
webs.com, and mathwizards.
wordpress.com. 

It’s up to the parents and com-
munity to demand higher qual-
ity in our schools and from our 
State Dept. of Education.

Ann Marie Banfield
Bedford, NH 
Ann Marie:
We disagree less than usual here, 

but still we’re concerned that the 
Hoover Institution seems to be the 
source of much of this thinking.

The Editor
4

Secretary Salazar: 
Purveyor of Hogwash

To the Editor:
In July, Senator Susan Col-

lins announced that she had in-
vited Ken Salazar, Secretary of 
the Interior Department, to visit 
Acadia National Park with her 
on July 25. The junket reminded 
me that in 2005, then-senator 
Salazar was one of six donkeys 
who joined a herd of elephants 
to install as Attorney General 
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someone whose written record 
condoned torture: Alberto Gon-
zales.

Though elected to the Sen-
ate as a Democrat, Salazar very 
quickly showed himself a Same 
Old Party member. At a hear-
ing held in early January of that 
year he introduced and endorsed 
Gonzales, the Bush Leaguer who 
did anything his patron wanted, 
the most important being to de-
vise ways to make torture look 
legal. The next day Salazar voted 
with Maine’s and your state’s 
Senators to promote Gonzales 
and torture.

It must have been a treat for 
Senator Collins to chat again 
with her fellow S.O.P. and 
maybe recall those days in 2005 
when praise was heaped not only 
on Gonzales but his wife, chil-
dren, mother and mother-in-
law, with gushing over his being 
from Humble, Texas, a Houston 
suburb and former oil town. On 
their jaunt they could wallow in 
what Senators spew and swallow: 
hogwash.

Marjorie Gallace
Camden, ME

4
Loco Motives

To the Editor:
As a real conservative I want 

to know where the nut jobs like 
Mr. Kostric were when Bush/
Cheney, who, except for the Sec-
ond Amendment, jettisoned the 
Bill of Rights and the Constitu-
tion, creating a police state with 
their illegal attack on Iraq, the 
use of torture, domestic spying, 
kidnapping, illegal detentions, 
and denial of habeas corpus, If 
the parched Tree of Justice cried 
out for nourishment, it was cry-
ing for the vital fluids of Bush/
Cheney. I just wish that these 
misfits who show up with signs, 
guns, and foul language would 
stop referring to themselves as 
conservatives. Let’s face it — the 

Republican Party only preaches 
limited government when they 
are not in power —and the nut 
jobs, they are, well, just nuts.

The other hypocrisy that is 
maddening to watch is those 
elderly folks who are receiving 
Medicare joining in the frenzy. It 
seems they have the attitude that 
I have mine and to heck with ev-
eryone else. FDR and LBJ must 
be rolling over. 

Yes, protest is vital in a democ-
racy, but disrespectful, uncivilized 
behavior, dangerous rhetoric, and 
threatening displays deny every-
one else the right to be heard, 
while adding nothing to the de-
bate. It is time to just ignore the 
crazies and engage in real discus-
sions with the goal of finding so-
lutions.

John Dente
Wilmington, Delaware
John:
“The vital fluids of Bush/Cheney” 

— you, sir, are the kind of person 
who gives conservatism a good 
name.

The Editor
4

Shea-Porter At Work
To the Editor:
What do all four of the follow-

ing statements have in common? 
In all four cases, Congresswom-
an Carol Shea-Porter announced 
during June and July that these 
funds are coming to our state as 
part of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act. 

Farmington will receive more 
than $10.5 million in funding to 
upgrade the Farmington Waste-
water Treatment Facility. 

The Rockingham Planning 
Commission will receive two 
separate grants, each worth 
$200,000, to conduct commu-
nity-wide assessments at aban-
doned or underused industrial 
and commercial facilities con-
taminated with hazardous and 
petroleum substances.

New Hampshire will receive 
$558,591 to provide employ-
ment-related services to dislo-
cated workers from eight manu-
facturing companies around the 
state which have been affected 
by layoffs and closures. Included 
among the services made avail-
able to workers are skills as-
sessment, counseling, job search 
assistance, job placement assis-
tance, and follow-up. 

New Hampshire will receive 
$8,269,787 to resume fund-
ing of affordable rental housing 
projects. This money will help 
financially-stressed families keep 
a roof over their heads and will 
create construction jobs. 

These grants are further proof 
to critics of the practical value of 
the stimulus package in restoring 
our economy. President Obama’s 
plan aided by Shea-Porter’s vote 
for the stimulus bill in the House 
pulled us back from the brink of 
a full-blown depression. Now, as 
recent increases in the stock mar-
ket indicate, the stimulus pack-
age is steadily moving us toward 
economic health.

Chuck Rhoades
Dover, NH

4
Pants On Fire

To the Editor:
Recently, our lame duck sena-

tor, Judd (the money maker) 
Gregg was pictured delivering 
today’s version of “disinforma-
tion” (a word added to our na-
tional lexicon during Ronny 
Rayguns’ tenure) to a gathering 
of faithful sheep in Salem. 

There were three things that I 
noticed about this picture: first, 
there were no manly men with 
guns prancing around in stun-
ning cowboy outfits, and second-
ly, missing from view were any 
madhatter tea party insurgents 
freaking out over death panels. 
And finally, I think I noticed 
that Mr. Gregg’s pants were on 
fire. While regurgitating well-
financed insurance company and 
big pharma propaganda, Gregg’s 

flaming pants appeared to be so 
hot that they could have taken 
down a high rise steel building. 
Amen.

Gary Walker
Campton, NH
Gary:
Unless our finely-honed editorial 

judgment has failed, we believe we 
detect an utter and complete lack of 
respect in your letter for the Senior 
Senator from the Granite State. 
While such an attitude leaves the 
letter’s writer, and by inference the 
letter’s publisher, open to charges of 
gratuitous churlishness, we believe 
it is not just a healthy, but a vital 
corrective to the forelock-tuggin ob-
sequiousness that the Senator seems 
to meet with wherever else he goes.

The Editor

Farmers’ Markets, Rain or Shine

www.seacoastgrowers.org
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Tuesdays, 2:15—5:30, Kingston

Tuesdays, 3:00—6:00, Hampton

Wednesdays, 2:15—6:00, Dover

Thursdays, 2:15—6:00, Exeter

Saturdays, 8:00—1:00, Portsmouth
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(1/2 block from Market Square)
Historic Downtown Portsmouth

Phone: (603) 431-5556

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Tibetan 
Buddhist Study

Portsmouth  
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338
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16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork
Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh • Lucy Bloomfield

Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua River. 
Depending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, or 
the fourth fastest-flowing navigable river 
in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gallons 
of salt water from the ocean, up the 
river, into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, it 
could be replaced with 2,125,000 tanker 

trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a roving 

hydraulic conflict as incoming sea and 
outgoing river collide. The skirmish line 
moves from the mouth of the river, past 
New Castle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial Bridge, 
past the tugboats, and on towards Great 

Bay. This spectacle can best be seen when 
the chart below shows the tide rising. 
A good place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 
to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 

Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this is 
from Bow Street, up by St. John’s church. 
Look up the river, from one of the little 
parking lots between the buildings. 
(Don’t try to drive or park there, that 
won’t work.) You’ll see a red buoy, at 
the upstream end of Badger’s Island, 

bobbing around in the current. That buoy 
weighs several tons, is nine feet wide, 
and it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its placid 
moments, around high and low tides. 
Often when the river rests, its tugboats 
and drawbridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in heavily laden with coal, 

oil, and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memorial 
Bridge.
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2007—Surprised airmen in Loui-
siana discover six nukes under the 
wing of a B-52 where they had ex-
pected to find dummies.
2004—The Republican Party con-
venes in NYC — of course — and 
mocks wounded veterans with 
“Purple Heart” band-aids. 
1979—Attacked by a crazed rab-
bit while vacationing in Georgia, 
Jimmy Carter is forced to defend 
himself with a canoe paddle.
1979—First recorded instance of a 
comet hitting the sun.
1968—“I want to pack my bags 
and get out of this city,” says Walter 
Cronkite as Mayor Daley’s finest 
clobber citizens.
1967—Thurgood Marshall is sworn 
in as America’s first black Supreme 
Court Justice.
1964—At the Democratic Con-
vention, an all-white delegation 
from Mississippi is seated while a 
black protest delegation isn’t.
1963—A “Hot Line” is set up be-
tween the White House and the 
Kremlin.
1959—Parties loyal to Ngo Dinh 
Diem win control of Vietnamese 
National Assembly.
1943—R. Crumb is born.
1893—Huey “The Kingfish” Long 
is born in Winnfield, LA.
1813—At Ft. Mims, Ala., drunken 
officers are playing cards when 800 
Creeks attack. About 15 out of 500 
whites survive.

1986—Levan Merrit, 5, falls into 
the cage of Jambo the Gorilla on 
the Isle of Jersey. Jambo guards the 
unconscious boy until he regains 
consciouness and is retrieved.
1973—The Gainesville Eight, an-
tiwar vets charged with conspiracy 
to riot at the 1972 Republican Na-
tional Convention, are acquitted.
1968—In a suburb of Montreal, 
grade school students demanding 
reforms occupy their school.
1965—Lyndon Johnson signs a bill 
outlawing draft card burning.
1954—Hurricane Carol slams New 
England; 65 die.
1948—Robert Mitchum is busted 
for possession of pot. He’ll serve 
sixty days.
1939—German operatives carry 
out 21 false flag attacks along the 
Polish border.
1925—After an 11 year occupation, 
U.S. Marines depart from Haiti, 
leaving a dictatorship behind.
1920—The first American radio 
news program is broadcast, on sta-
tion 8MK in Detroit.
1919—The American Communist 
Party is formed in Chicago.
1895—Julius Wyland commences 
publication of the socialist paper, 
An Appeal to Reason.
1869—In Ireland, Mary (King) 
Ward is thrown from a steam-
powered automobile and run over, 
becoming the first person known to 
have been killed by a car.

2005—In a radio interview, New 
Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin tells 
George W. Bush and FEMA to 
“get off your asses and do some-
thing” about his flooded city.
1989—Narcs trying for the third 
time to score some crack near the 
White House for a George H.[H.]
W. Bush presidential photo-op get 
their dope but miss the film—their 
camera operator gets mugged by a 
homeless person.
1983—The USSR shoots down 
Korean Air Flight 007. Among 
the victims: John Birch Society 
President and Congressman Larry 
McDonald (R-GA).
1976—Rep. Wayne Hays (D-OH), 
the “meanest man in Congress” and 
one of the most powerful, resigns 
three months after a sex scandal 
revealed by his secretary/mistress, 
whom he treated shabbily.
1971—The Pittsburgh Pirates field 
a major league first: a lineup of nine 
black ballplayers.
1956—The U.S. begins to train the 
South Vietnamese Army.
1947—In Berlin, 3,000 demon-
strate for “No More War.”
1932—NYC Mayor Jimmy Walk-
er, a Democrat, resigns rather than 
face corruption charges.
1894—Thomas P. “Boston” Cor-
bett, the self-castrating Cavalryman 
who shot John Wilkes Booth, dies 
in Hinckley, MN along with 800 
others in a four-hour firestorm.

1984—Mashantucket Pequots buy 
650 acres in eastern Connecticut, 
to resume the old tribal ways.
1983—Eight minutes after poison 
gas is released, Miss. prison offi-
cials clear the witness room; Jimmy 
Lee Gray is gasping, moaning, and 
banging his head on a steel pole.
1967—Maj. (Ret.) Paddy Roy 
Bates displaces a rival pirate ra-
dio team from an unused military 
platform off the southeast coast of 
England, and declares it the sover-
eign nation of Sealand.
1957—Gov. Orval Faubus calls out 
the Ark. National Guard to keep 
blacks out of Little Rock High.
1945—VJ Day—Japan surrenders 
to Douglas MacArthur aboard a 
battleship named after Harry Tru-
man’s home state.
1945—Cribbing freely from Jef-
ferson, Ho Chi Minh declares 
Vietnam independent of France.
1935—Already routed from Wash-
ington, DC by Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur, 259 veterans working on 
the Overseas Highway are among 
those killed when the Labor Day 
Hurricane hits the Florida Keys.
1921—Mine owners in West 
Virginia respond to strikers with 
bombs dropped from airplanes.
1925—The airship U.S.S. Shenan-
doah leaves New Jersey bound for 
Michigan, against the wishes of her 
commander, concerned about bad 
weather ahead.

2003—Paul Hill, whose fervent 
pro-life beliefs inspired him to 
murder Dr. John Britton, is killed 
by the state of Florida to demon-
strate that life is sacred.
2002—Donald Rumsfeld says the 
Bush Administration has evidence 
that Iraq is developing nukes. But 
it’s secret. So there.
1973—A milk producers’ coop de-
livers a check to cover the cost of 
the “Plumbers” burglary of Daniel 
Ellsberg’s shrink’s office to a meet-
ing attended by R. Nixon.
1971—Employees of President 
Richard Nixon break into the office 
of Daniel Ellsberg’s psychiatrist.
1967—Woody Guthrie dies in 
New York at 52.
1925—The airship U.S.S. Shenan-
doah crashes in Ohio due to bad 
weather; 14 officers and men die.
1860—U.S. citizen and ex-dictator 
of Nicaragua William Walker & 
his private army invade Honduras.
1833—Benjamin Day publishes 
the first successful penny paper, the 
New York Sun.
1813—“Uncle Sam” makes his first 
appearance in the Troy, (N.Y.) Post.
1783—The Treaty of Paris is signed, 
ending the Revolutionary War.
1752—By an act of Parliament, the 
Gregorian calendar is adopted in 
Britain and the colonies. London-
ers, thinking they’ve been robbed 
of 11 days of their lives, riot and 
holler, “Give us our 11 days back!”

2006—Steve “The Crocodile 
Hunter” Irwin is killed by a sting-
ray while diving on the Great Bar-
rier Reef.
1987—West German Mathias 
Rust lands a small plane in Red 
Square.
1976—Future President George 
W. Bush is arrested in Kennebunk, 
ME for driving drunk.
1973—Nixon flunkies Erlichman 
and Liddy are indicted for burgling 
a shrink’s office.
1970—Two hundred Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War begin 
Operation RAW (Rapid American 
Withdrawal) a four-day guerilla 
theater march to Valley Forge, PA.
1967—“I just had the greatest 
brainwashing that anyone can get 
… [in] Vietnam,” says Gov. George 
Romney (R-Mich.), “they do a very 
thorough job.”
1957— National Guard troops in 
Little Rock stand and watch as 
a white mob threatens to lynch a 
black girl trying to enter Central 
High school.
1918—U.S. troops land at Arch-
angel, Russia, to “protect American 
interests.”
1886—Geronimo, chief of the 
Chiricahua Apache, surrenders at 
Skeleton Canyon, Arizona Terri-
tory; it’s the end of the major re-
sistance.
1833—Barnaby Flaherty becomes 
the first newsboy in America.

2005—Visiting Houston, Barbara 
Bush says Hurricane Katrina was 
“working very well” for thousands 
of homeless refugees.
2001—Rep. Joe Scarborough (R-
Fla.) resigns after being accused of 
cheating on his wife with teenage 
prostitutes.
1993—Birmingham News reveals 
that, according to the Southern 
Baptist Convention, 46.1 percent 
of Alabamans are going to Hell.
1990—Los Angeles Police Chief 
Darryl Gates tell the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee that “casual 
drug users should be taken out and 
shot.”
1975—Lynette “Squeaky” From-
me, dressed as a nun, points a .45 
pistol with an empty chamber at 
President Gerald Ford. She’s now 
been sprung.
1957—Jack Kerouac’s On The Road 
is published.
1939—Dalton Trumbo’s Johnny 
Got His Gun is published.
1930—“Hurry it up you Hoosier 
bastard,” demands serial killer 
Carl Panzram of his executioner 
at Leavenworth, “I could hang a 
dozen men while you’re screwing 
around.”
1917—Federal agents carry out 
“Palmer raids” on I.W.W. offices 
and halls in 48 cities across the 
country.
1905—Russia and Japan sign the 
Treaty of Portsmouth.

2004—“Too many OB-GYNs 
aren’t able to practice their love 
with women all across this coun-
try,” says George W. Bush.
2003—Careless Lockheed Mar-
tin workers drop a $233 million 
weather satellite, causing $135 mil-
lion worth of damage.
2002—Explaining why the admin-
istration had been silent all summer 
on its plan to make war on Iraq, 
White House Chief of Staff An-
drew Card says, “From a marketing 
point of view, you don’t introduce 
new products in August.”
1978—House opens hearings on 
assassinations of JFK & MLK. On 
Dec. 30 they conclude conspiracies 
were likely.
1961—Bob Dylan debuts at the 
Gaslight, N.Y.
1959—“Dying is easy,” says actor 
Edmund Gwenn, dying. “Comedy 
is difficult.”
1949—World War II vet Howard 
Unruh kills 13 of his NJ neighbors 
in 12 minutes.
1941—All German Jews over 6 are 
ordered to wear a yellow star.
1901—At the Pan-American Ex-
position in Buffalo, N.Y., President 
Wm. McKinley is shot by professed 
anarchist Leon Czolgosz. 
1872—Patrick Morrisey, for the 
crime of matricide, is hanged in 
Buffalo, NY by Erie County Sheriff 
and future president Stephen Gro-
ver Cleveland.

2000—[“When I am President, 
we] will not have our veterans 
standing in line waiting for ben-
efits that they’ve been promised,” 
says G.W. Bush.
1996—Two women walk into the 
Norfolk (Va.) Naval Base with a 
banner reading “Love Your En-
emies.” They’re arrested.
1978—In London, an umbrella-
wielding KGB agent gives Bulgar-
ian defector Georgi Markov a fatal 
jab in the leg. 
1970—“Plant one, plant two [Se-
cret Service agents] on [Ted Ken-
nedy],” Richard Nixon says to aides. 
“We might just get lucky and catch 
this son-of-a-bitch—ruin him for 
‘76. It’s going to be fun.” 
1964—Lyndon Johnson’s infamous 
“Daisy Ad,” is aired, once, dur-
ing NBC’s “Monday Night at the 
Movies.”
1960—The Rev. Norman Vincent 
Peale opines that any Catholic 
president would be “under extreme 
pressure from the hierarchy of his 
church.”
1914—French generals send 6,000 
infantrymen from Paris to the Bat-
tle of the Marne in taxicabs. They 
hold the line, saving the city.
1892—John Greenleaf Whittier 
dies in Hampton Falls, N.H.
1876—The James/Younger Gang 
attempts to rob banks in North-
field, Minn., with a notable lack of 
success.

2005—A post-mortem tribute to 
former Quebec premier Lucien 
Bouchard, being broadcast on a 
Canadian radio station, is cut short 
when the station is informed he is 
not dead.
1978—The Shah of Iran uses U.S.-
made tanks and helicopter gun-
ships to put down the Black Friday 
riots in Tehran; 89 die. Six months 
later the Ayatollah’s in charge.
1974—President Gerald Ford par-
dons ex-President Richard Nixon 
for any crimes he “committed or 
may have committed” as president.
1974—Evel Knievel rides a rocket-
powered motorcycle partway across 
the Snake River Canyon.
1972—In exchange for a $200,000 
contribution from Ray A. Kroc to 
R. Nixon’s reelection campaign, the 
Federal Price Commission gives 
McDonald’s permission, which it 
had denied on May 21, to raise the 
price of a quarter pounder.
1965—Farmworkers begin a strike 
against grape growers.
1944—The first V-2 rockets are 
launched from the Netherlands, 
killing three in London.
1935—Sen. Huey Long is shot by 
Dr. Carl A. Weiss, Jr. Weiss is killed 
on the spot by Long’s bodyguards; 
Long dies two days later.
1923—A squadron of 14 new Navy 
destroyers runs aground off Cali-
fornia due to incompetence. Seven 
ships are lost, 23 sailors killed.

2007—Frances Townsend, a Bush 
Administration advisor, calls Osa-
ma bin Laden “impotent.”
2005—”You know,” says Glenn 
Beck, “it took me about a year 
to start hating the 9/11 victims 
families … When I see a 9/11 
victim family on television … 
I’m just, like ‘Oh, shut up.’”
2002—In Beverly Hills, filmmaker 
Bart Sibrel calls Buzz Aldrin “a 
coward, a liar, and a thief.” Aldrin 
lays out Sibrel with one punch.
1999—Louis T. “Moondog” Har-
din, American composer, street 
musician, and blind, Viking-hel-
met-wearing eccentric, dies at 83 
in Germany.
1980—The MV Derbyshire sinks in 
a typhoon off Japan with all hands. 
Just four years old, the cargo ship 
is the largest UK vessel ever lost at 
sea. The company blames the crew 
but a union investigation leads to 
their exoneration decades later.
1971—A four-day riot begins at 
Attica Correctional Facility near 
Buffalo, NY. Prisoners take nine 
guards hostage.
1966—San Francisco’s hippie pa-
per Oracle begins publication.
1950—The Hank McCune Show 
introduces TV’s “laugh track.”
1949—A bomb planted by Albert 
Guay brings down a Canadian Pa-
cific DC-3, killing all 23 on board 
including Albert’s wife Rita. Al is 
not on board.

1998—President Clinton vows to 
his Cabinet officers that he’s done 
messing around with interns.
1977—Hamida Djandoubi, a one-
legged Tunisian pimp, becomes the 
last man to die by a French guil-
lotine.
1945—In Fruita, CO Lloyd Wil-
son chops the head off “Mike,” a 
young rooster who goes on to have 
an 18-month career as “The Head-
less Wonder Chicken.”
1939—HMS Oxley becomes the 
first British sub sunk in WW II—
by HMS Triton.
1913—The “Lincoln Highway” 
opens — the first paved coast-to-
coast road in the U.S.
1897—When strikers at a Lattim-
er, Pa., coal mine refuse to disperse, 
a sheriff ’s posse opens fire, killing 
19 and wounding 36. Most were 
shot in the back.
1869—In Yokohama, the rickshaw 
is invented—by a Baptist minister.
1857—Mormon Bishop John D. 
Lee and his followers trick 120 Ar-
kansans en route to California, who 
had just been attacked by Indians, 
out of their wagons and murder 
about 100 of them in the Mountain 
Meadows Massacre.
1813—Commodore Perry’s  small 
fleet of ships defeats a British 
squadron at the Battle of Lake 
Erie. Two cannons which were part 
of the booty now grace the entrance 
to the Portsmouth Athenaeum.

2007—Russia explodes the “Father 
of All Bombs,” which is said to be 
four times as powerful as the U.S.’s 
“Mother of All Bombs”
2006—The U.S.A.F. announces 
that 106 T-3A Firefly trainers 
bought for $32 million, grounded 
after 3 fatal crashes, repaired for $10 
million, then stored without main-
tenance, will now be scrapped.
2001—Four American airliners are 
hijacked and crashed; thousands 
die. George Bush scurries to safety, 
Donald Rumsfeld looks for excuses 
to attack Iraq, and Dick “Dick” 
Cheney authorizes the shooting 
down of civilian airliners.
1973—Duly elected President of 
Chile, Salvador Allende, is over-
thrown by CIA-backed thugs.
1973—Development of a Ford 
Pinto/Cessna Skymaster hybrid 
ends when two die in a fiery crash 
after it falls apart in mid-air.
1942—After its pilot parachutes to 
safety, a burning airplane crashes 
into the Curtiss-Wright airplane 
factory in Buffalo, NY, killing 12 
and injuring 35.
1942—Wheeler Lipes, a 22-year 
old dropout, successfully removes 
the inflamed appendix of a ship-
mate aboard the submerged U.S.S. 
Seadragon. The Navy’s Surgeon 
General rewards him with the 
threat of a court martial.
1649—In Drogheda, Ireland, 
Cromwell’s Army slaughters 3,500.

1994—After an evening spent 
drinking alcohol and smoking crack 
with his brother, Frank E. Corder 
dies at about 1:49 a.m., crash-land-
ing a stolen Cessna on the South 
Lawn of the White House.
1990—Charles Walker’s heart 
beats for five minutes after Illinois 
begins killing him, because a lethal 
injection tube is kinked.
1977—Steven Biko dies while in 
the custody of South African po-
lice.
1972—Wm. “Hopalong Cassidy” 
Boyd heads for the last roundup.
1970—Timothy Leary busts out of 
prison with help from the Weather 
Underground.
1909—Emiliano Zapata, 30, is 
elected to head the town council of 
Anenecueneo, Mexico.
1880—H.L. Mencken, newspaper-
man, is born in Baltimore.
1860—American adventurer Wil-
liam Walker, former dictator of 
Nicaragua, deposed by Cornelius 
Vanderbilt and captured by the 
British, is executed by a Honduran 
firing squad.
1818—Birth of Richard J. Gatling, 
inventor of the hand-cranked ma-
chine gun.
1798—Ben Franklin’s grandson, 
Benjamin Franklin Bache, a news-
paper editor, is arrested for violat-
ing the Sedition Act.
1776—Nathan Hale sets off on spy 
mission.


