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News Briefs:

A Bridge Too Near

The Fortnightly Rant

Blast From the Pest

In four weeks, assuming that 
we are still publishing,* this 
newspaper will complete its 
253rd year. For fully one-third of 
our existence, Memorial Bridge 
has provided convenient, free 
passage between Portsmouth and 
Kittery, Maine for pedestrians, 
bicycles, and motor vehicles. 

Thanks to several decades of 
radical frugality — which was 
necessary to make the lowering 
of taxes for people with high in-

comes appear responsible — rou-
tine maintenance of the bridge 
has been held to an absolute 
minimum.

In 2003, routine bridge inspec-
tions mandated by “nanny state” 
regulations revealed that rust, 
undeterred by political ideology, 
had caused significant deterior-
ation. A more recent round of 
inspections has now shown that 
despite an increase in hand-
wringing, that deterioration has 
continued.

Next Tuesday, officials in New 
Hampshire’s Department of 
Transportation (NHDOT) will 
throw a Hail Mary pass file an 

application for a Federal TI-
GER** Stimulus grant, asking 
for approximately $80 million 
for the rehabilitation of Memo-
rial Bridge. 

Competition for the $1.5 bil-
lion in available TIGER funding 
is expected to be as ferocious as 
the jungle feline from which it 
derives its name. What’s more, 
while the combined populations 
of Maine and New Hampshire 
make up less than one percent 
of the total U.S. population, 

the proposed $80 million grant 
would consume 5.3 percent of 
the available funding. 

NHDOT officials have told 
local community organizers that 
the proposed bridge grant has 
a number of points that should 
work in its favor: plans for the 
job have already been drawn 
up, transportation infrastructure 
projects are expected to get pri-
ority treatment, and the proposal 
is a joint venture between two 
states — at least in theory. 

It would help the proposal’s 
chances, these officials say, if 
both states were to throw in 
some of their own money to-

wards the total cost of the proj-
ect. New Hampshire can do that 
by creative use of the state’s ten-
year plan for highway and bridge 
construction. Maine has no such 
plan, has no funds available, and 
is unable, unwilling, or both, to 
appropriate anything in time for 
it to be included in the proposal.

Health Scare
One might have hoped that 

with the Bush administration 
well behind us, we would be see-
ing a little less of the hard-core 
conservative mindset that so * This qualification is not intended to 

unduly alarm the reader. No immediate 
threats to our continued survival loom on 
the horizon, beyond those that prudence 
must always assume. 

** This particularly labored Congressional 
acronym stands for “Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery.”

How can I miss you when you won’t go away?
Keep telling you day after day,
But you won’t listen, you always stay and stay.
How can I miss you when you won’t go away?

— Dan Hicks and His Hot Licks

Like some obsessive, per-
petually drunken Uncle Fester 
— minus the warmth and wit, 
of course — Dick “Still Dick” 
Cheney continues to lurch from 
one deranged, enabling media 
outlet to another insisting that 
he’s never done anything wrong, 
that he’s never made a mistake, 
that the wreckage in his path is 
none of his doing, and that fail-
ure to heed his advice is a sure 
path to doom.

The seeds of his current lack-of-
charm offensive were planted in 
a July 24 piece in 
Time Magazine, 
quoting “former 
[Bush adminis-
tration] officials 
who agreed to 
speak only with-
out attribution” 
— a journalistic 
euphemism for 
“Republican ap-
paratchiks fearful of being locked 
in a man-sized safe without food 
or water.” The sources described 
Cheney “pleading, cajoling, even 
pestering Bush to pardon the 
Vice President’s former chief of 
staff, I. Lewis (Scooter) Libby.”

“Dick’s” retaliation came in 
the form of an August 13 piece 
by Barton Gellman in The Wash-
ington Post. It quoted unnamed 
sources, who presumably de-
clined to be identified for fear of 
losing potential book contracts, 
quoting Cheney describing 
George W. Bush as a man who 
was “shackled by … public reac-
tion” and thus “moved toward the 
conciliatory.” In Cheney’s world 
view, simply being aware of pub-
lic opinion is the first step down 

a slippery slope that invariably 
ends with the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff wearing feather boas and 
ballet slippers. In revising his 
opinion of his alleged superior’s 
“resolve,” Cheney is, in effect, ad-
mitting that he had been lying 
about it for years. That, however, 
is our problem, not his.

More recently “Dick” has been 
taking aim at another threat to 
the Republic: its duly-elected 
President, Barack Obama. Mr. 
Obama made the grave strate-
gic mistake of appointing Eric 

Holder to be At-
torney General. 
Holder appears 
to be committed 
to the rule of law 
and adherence to 
the Constitution. 

Obama then 
compounded his 
error by failing to 
keep Holder on 

a tight leash, allowing him, in-
stead, to do his job. The results of 
this are already quite disconcert-
ing: people who violated the law 
by torturing detainees according 
to Cheney’s instructions could 
actually end up being prosecuted. 
The consequences of this reckless 
behavior could be far-reaching 
and catastrophic. 

For example, other nations 
could lose their fear that Amer-
ica might suddenly and without 
warning begin to act in an arbi-
trary, capricious, and unpredict-
able manner. Not that we care 
what other nations think, of 
course. But if they ceased to fear 
us, our power over them would 
be reduced.

Late last month Cheney was 

subjected to a brutal interroga-
tion by Fox News’s Chris Wal-
lace. After buffing Cheney’s bro-
gans with his necktie, Wallace 
allowed the former Vice Presi-
dent to repeat for a credulous au-
dience his thesis that “enhanced 
interrogation saved lives.” Per-
haps to avoid being shot in the 
face, Wallace declined to contra-
dict Cheney. 

The facts, however, did. Re-
cently released CIA memos re-
veal that in direct contradiction 
to Cheney’s claims, the CIA got 
most of its useful information 
without using torture. When 
they began waterboarding and 
threatening to crush the testicles 
of detainees’ children, coopera-
tion ceased.

Apparently America’s corpo-
rate-owned media have yet to see 
any potential profit in endlessly 
repeating the fact that Cheney’s 
claims are wholly unsupported 

by the available facts. Neither 
have they picked up on the con-
tent of a recent speech by Nobel 
Prize-winning economist Joseph 
Stiglitz. As reported by Peter 
Wilson in The Australian, Stiglitz 
argues that the current Great 
Recession was caused by the Iraq 
War. 

Wilson summarized Stiglitz’s 
logic this way: “The spending on 
Iraq was a hidden cause of the 
current credit crunch because 
the U.S. central bank responded 
to the massive financial drain of 
the war by flooding the Ameri-
can economy with cheap credit,” 
which “led to a housing bubble 
and a consumption boom, and 
the fallout was plunging the U.S. 
economy into recession and sad-
dling the next U.S. president 
with the biggest budget deficit in 
history.”

Back here in Der Homeland, 
the influential Wall Street Journal 

sees Cheney in a different light 
— a golden glow, such as might 
be cast by a halo. On August 31 
James Taranto, in a column titled, 
“Cheney for President,” wrote, 
“As inconceivable as it may seem 
today, the 2012 election may end 
up turning on national security. 
Republicans would be wise to 
nominate someone with both 
toughness and experience. Under 
such circumstances, it’s hard to 
think of a better candidate — as-
suming, of course, that he could 
be persuaded to run — than 
Richard B. Cheney.”

In the unlikely — the unthink-
able — event that “Dick” is inau-
gurated in 2012 he will be just 
ten days shy of his 71st birthday 
— a full year older than Ronald 
Reagan was when he took over. 

More terrifying still, there will 
be just eleven months to go be-
fore the Mayan calendar hits the 
“Bingo — Game Over” point.
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characterized it. But, of course, 
one would have been wrong. 

The reason for this apparent 
paradox, according to our two-
bit, uncredentialed in-house po-
litical philosophy department, 
lies at the core of the right-wing 
personality. It’s all about fear, 
“nameless, unreasoning, unjusti-
fied terror,” as FDR called it.

Rep. Carol Shea-Porter’s Town 
Hall Meeting on Health Care, 
conducted at the McIntyre Fed-
eral Building on Saturday, Au-
gust 29, was a perfect laboratory 
for the study of that fear, and the 
anger that so frequently accom-
panies it.*

During the course of the meet-
ing, Rep. Shea-Porter told the 
audience that the venue had been 
chosen because it would provide 
security for constituents who had 

expressed concern due to disrup-
tions at similar events over the 
course of the past month. And 
sure enough, before the event 
could even get under way, the 
disruptions began. 

A uniformed police officer ad-
dressed the standing-room-only 
crowd and explained the rules: 
only those who had received ran-
domly-distributed tickets would 
be called on to ask questions. 
“Nobody gets crazy on me,” he 
continued, “because I guarantee, 
if you do, you’ll go outside.”

Twenty seconds into his in-
troduction, the officer was inter-
rupted by the goateed man in the 
center of the photo just above. 

“Crazy,” the goateed man said. 
“I don’t know how you define 
‘crazy.’”

“There’s no law … “ the officer 
said, before being interrupted 
again.

“You called on me,” the goat-
eed man said, louder. “Can I ask 
you something?”

“I don’t know how you define 
crazy,” he went on, “and I don’t 
know how you define freedom 
of speech, but I have called my 
Representative numerous times, 
and I’ve written numerous let-
ters, and I’ve never gotten one 
reply. Now I’ve waited two hours 
in the rain, and you’re telling me 
I’ve got to win a lottery before I 
can ask her a question? Is that 
what you’re saying?”

“I’m saying that …” the officer 
began, before being interrupted a 
third time. By then the goateed 
man was yelling, “Is that what 
you’re telling me?” Half a dozen 
people or more raised their voices 
in support; the man began shout-
ing to be heard above them.

“I’ve got freedom of speech,” he 
yelled. “I fought for it. I earned it. 
I’m gonna exercise it.”

“Are you done?” the officer 

managed to interject. “I’m done 
now,” the man with the goatee 
said. “Thank you.” 

For the next five minutes, until 
Rep. Shea-Porter arrived, three 
reporters hovered over him as 
he sat, asking him questions 
and writing in their notebooks. 
Despite his vow to exercise his 
rights, though, he did not get to 
ask a question.

It was clear from the questions 
that were asked that tickets must 
have been given out randomly. 
Several people spoke in favor of 
reform, but most of the speakers 
could barely contain their hostil-
ity to change. 

At least half a dozen times, the 
clamor from the audience nearly 
drowned Shea-Porter out. “I’ll 
wait,” she said then, and it would 
eventually subside.

A man in a western-style dust-
er challenged Congress’s right to 
mandate health insurance. Shea-
Porter read an excerpt from Ar-
ticle One, Section Eight of the 
Constitution, “Congress shall 
have the power … to provide for 

the common defense and general 
welfare,” and cited a Supreme 
Court decision that defining “the 
general welfare” is the responsi-
bility of Congress, but includes, 
“scientific research, health, and 
transportation.”

Diane Bitter complained — 
bitterly, it must be said — that 
health care was being “rammed 
down our throats.”

“We’ve been lied to, treated 
like we’re stupid, called terrible 
names, and watched our free-
doms and liberties disappear. The 
federal government is engaged 
in a massive power grab that is 
unprecedented and violates our 
Constitution. We now have nu-
merous unelected Czars in the 
White House. They are Commu-
nists, Socialists, convicted felons, 
and they are creating a shadow 
government that will control the 
power and the money.”

“What about the Bush admin-
istration?” a woman yelled out. 
“I’m talking about this one,” Bit-
ter replied.

“What are you going to do 

“Faith in a holy cause  
is to a considerable extent a  

substitute for lost faith in ourselves.”
Eric Hoffer (1902-1983)  

longshoreman, author, philosopher

The Fortnightly Quote, from A Reader:

* We normally try to avoid attending such 
structured events; doing so is too much like 
the one thing we truly fear: work. But when 
the hottest topic of the season lands 500 
yards away, it’s harder to come up with an 
excuse for skipping it than it is to show up.

One of the more endearing features of this town is the frequency with 
which events occur that are entirely unexpected. On Tuesday, September 
1st, for example, our Wandering Photographer spotted Daniel Ratcliffe, on 
the left, wearing a blue loudspeaker helmet, ducking into the Press Room, 
followed by two gentlemen with a videocamera: Dan Freund, in the fore-
ground at right, and his compadre, Jason Tublewicz. Whatever this was 
about will probably be revealed eventually on Portsmouth Community 
TV, on the ’Net at shortstream.tv.
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about the thievery and corrup-
tion going on in Washington?” 
Bitter asked Shea-Porter. “What 
are you going to do to reinstate 
our liberties and freedoms?”

Shea-Porter began to reply, 
saying, “Now, if you are saying 
that the American public is so 
stupid as to send Communists 
and Socialists … ,” but catcalls 
threatened to drowned her out 
again.

“The American people elected 
their Representatives,” she said, 

trying to resume her reply.
“They didn’t elect Jones,” the 

man with the goatee yelled. “He’s 
a Communist. Self-proclaimed.”

“I’ll wait,” Shea-Porter said.
“Why not?” Goatee-man 

yelled. “I’ve waited two hours.” 
One man tried to “shush” him; 
another yelled, “We all waited.”

Shea-Porter made another at-
tempt to convey some remedial 
civics, but another round of cat-
calls and counter-catcalls made it 
clear that this was pointless. 

“I have to vehemently disagree 
with your conclusion,” she said, 
and called for another question.

As Rep. Shea-Porter was mak-
ing her closing remarks, the man 
with the goatee began yelling 
again, protesting loudly for fif-
teen seconds that he had not 
been allowed to ask a question. 
Again, a chorus of voices rose up 
behind him. This time, though, 
they were telling him to shut up. 
He rose from his seat and walked 
to the back of the hall in evident 
disgust.

Filing out of the building, the 
audience was serenaded by three 
young women and one young man 
singing a round* with the lyrics, 
“Stop Obama’s Nazi Health Care 
Plan, for it will surely kill your 
dear old Grandma.” The young 
man held a poster showing Ba-
rack Obama with a Hitler-style 
moustache, with the URL “La-
RouchePAC.com.”

Come to the Fishtival!
One week from tomorrow, on 

Saturday, September 19, the local 
fishing industry and a collection 
of local community organiza-
tions will hold the first-ever New 
Hampshire Fish & Lobster Fes-
tival at Prescott Park from noon 
to 4 p.m. 

Known as “The Fishtival” by 
its close friends, this event will 
serve as a coming-out party for 
New Hampshire Seafood Fresh 
& Local, a project that grew 
out of a vote by the City Coun-
cil last November, intended to 
“preserve and promote the New 
Hampshire Seacoast’s historical 
400-year-old local and regional 
commercial fishing industry and 
educate the public about the 
commercial fishing industry’s 
economic contributions to job 
creation, tourism, and communi-
ty population and demographic 
diversity,” according to its web-
site, www.nhseafood.com.

Our editorial hat is off to one 
of the few surviving local busi-
nesses we can think of that pre-
dates This Olde Rag. We con-
gratulate all those who made this 
happen — and we look forward 
to some fresh fish.

Self-Aggrandizement Dept.
As soon as we began making 

our financial well-being a regular 
part of the News Briefs section, 
our financial well-being began 
to improve. So if you think we’re 
about to stop doing this any time 
soon, you might want to have 
your cognitive well-being looked 
into.

Subscription renewals contin-
ue to come in at a rate that would 
probably make most publishers 
livid with envy. The fact that so 
many of those subscribers are 
throwing in an extra $10 or $25 
just because they want to, would 
no doubt lead to apoplexy.

Taking the cake this fortnight 
was the local Supporting Sub-
scriber — she picks her paper up 
at one of our free distribution lo-
cations, thus saving us the cost of 
postage — who sent her check, 
not for the standard $25, but for 
a most gracious $125. 

Believe us when we say, at 
times when the challenges facing 
us seem too daunting, things like 
that give us strength to go on. It’s 
not so much the money, though 
we do need that. It’s the evidence 
that what we do here matters to 
people. 

Self-taught sawist Ann Stromgren, of Portsmouth, performs in Market 
Square on Friday afternoon, August 28. Ann has been playing for about a 
month, and has busked in the Square twice before.

Our Wandering Photographer spotted this forlorn little puppy perched atop 
a bollard in Market Square late in the afternoon on Thursday, September 
3. A few hours later he was gone, taken in, we presume, by the Society for 
the Protection of Stuffed Animals.

* According to Wikipedia, a round is “a 
musical composition in which two or more 
voices sing exactly the same melody (and 
may continue repeating it indefinitely), 
but with each voice beginning at [a] 
different [time] so that different parts of 
the melody coincide in the different voices, 
but nevertheless fit harmoniously together.” 
Obviously that description does not apply 
to the content of the lyrics.



Page 4 - The New Hampshire Gazette - September 11, 2009

150 Congress Street
Portsmouth, NH
603-766-FISH

More Hate Mail, &c.
from page seven

NATURAL GATHERINGS

GARDENS    WEDDINGS    WREATHS

SARAH PELLERIN

603  659  8770

Active French School
French Classes. 

All Levels, All Ages

603.430.2020

www.activefrenchschool.com

When “the Army we had” was sent to war,  
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now. And a few of them could use a hand.
The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program provides  
permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment services  

for homeless veterans who would not be able to live independently  
without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and pans,  
or other household goods. VASH can accept these items, and  

distribute them to veterans who need them.
Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,

at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov

Do not attempt to read this. The type is too small. You will strain your eyes.

Northcountry Chronicle

The Marketeers Club

Beach Dog
Gifts, Garden 
& Pet Accessories
6 Main St. 
York Beach              
 207-363-8470

10% off 

with this ad!

pitching health care reform to us 
immediately. We can’t wait; we 
need to solve this now. I want a 
bill on my desk before the Au-
gust recess. Then, July began to 
creep into August and a health 
care reform bill this fall is im-
perative. Actually, health insur-
ance reform before the end of 
the year would be fine. We have 
to stop the doctors from taking 
out tonsils unnecessarily just to 
make an extra buck when a pill 

would be fine. And the insurance 
companies. They have been rip-
ping us off for years and they are 
the reason health care costs so 
much. Its not the regulations or 
disallowing cross state line sales 
or the massive law suits against 
doctors and hospitals and phar-
maceutical companies. Oh, no.

Well, the adult citizens in our 
country are having none of this 
propaganda. The reason is be-
cause now Obama is talking with 
us about his end of life planning 
and his 500 billion cut (1/2) of 
Medicare funding and his gov-

ernment funded abortion-on-de-
mand plan and his intrusion into 
our personal financial records at 
will in House bill 3200.

So now, since those gems from 
his advisors didn’t work, he is 
given the moral imperative line 
to pitch. He brings religious lead-
ers to the White House to try to 
get them to pass the word from 
their pulpits that Jesus and Allah 
and Abraham, etc. would want 
us to do this. This is the Barack 
Obama who had a statue of Jesus 
covered at one of his events, who 
has flipped the bird to Catholics 

through the auspices of Notre 
Dame University last month, 
who has tried to shoot the Jews 
in the knees in their dispute with 
Hamas and who has not yet iden-
tified a church he and his family 
has found acceptable to them in 
Washington. On and on. This 
man will say anything to any-
body to advance his own image 
in his own mind. Little does he 
know his image is fast becoming 
dirt and he is doing it to himself 
all by himself.

John Sangenario
Hampton, NH 

John:
There are none so deaf as those 

who will not hear. Have you con-
sidered Amplisound? Beltone? 

The Editor
4

The Insurance Racket
To the Editor:
The healthcare fiasco is not the 

result of failure, but of success. 
Private insurance and for-profit 
healthcare providers are motivat-
ed to maximize profits by charg-
ing as much as possible, and to 
reduce costs by providing as little 
healthcare as possible. Of the 

by William Marvel

As I started for Manchester 
one morning a couple of 

weeks ago I flipped on the radio 
to see what was happening in 
the world, and the first thing I 
learned was that my home state 
has become unsatisfactory to 
most of the people who live here. 
You would never have guessed 
as much by the amount of traf-
fic that I encountered between 
5:30 and 6:00 in the morning, 
but that’s what the New Hamp-
shire Public Radio announcer re-
ported. He cited the results of a 
state study to back it up, too, and 
we all know how reliable state-
sponsored studies are.

The gist of the story was that 
young citizens of the Granite 
State no longer feel at home 
here; the report seemed to ask 
how we can be certain to retain 
“our” young people, and especial-
ly those who graduate from New 
Hampshire colleges. My own 
impulse was to wonder why we 

would even want to, considering 
how many of them came from 
outside the state in the first place, 
and how overpopulated New 
Hampshire already is, but those 
who had looked into the ques-
tion evidently felt it unnecessary 
to examine their premises. Most 
of the causative issues betrayed 
the scent of economic complaint, 
but one comment revealed the 
Achilles heel of the undertaking: 
according to the announcer, even 
the state motto fails to resonate 
with young New Hampshire 
citizens.

That was when it became clear 
that marketing specialists had 
had their fingers in the report, 
and that in turn robbed it of any 
remaining credibility. Marketing 
consists primarily of convincing 
a potential clientele that a certain 
product or service is something 
that it is not. Marketing is the 
means of improving patronage 
or revenue without actually do-
ing anything to earn it.

The time and energy that go 

into marketing schemes might 
be better spent enhancing qual-
ity control, improving service, 
or making the personal contacts 
on which most lasting business 
relationships are founded. If net 
profits seem to be sagging, just 
establish a committee that meets 
in air-conditioned comfort to 
decide on a new painting scheme 
for the lobby, or to design a new 
logo, or to think of a catchy new 
slogan. Marketing gurus would 
have The New York Times change 
the historic font of its masthead, 
or shrink its page width to match 
the Wall Street Journal. Those to-
ken changes are so much easier 
than doing anything substan-
tive, like improving a company’s 
product, investing in staff de-
velopment, or getting rid of un-
derperforming employees and 
executives.

Like so many overgrown 
teenagers, marketing wizards 
seem to believe that less effort 
is better than more, and that 
the easiest solution is the most 

effective. That stubborn imma-
turity strikes me as the found-
ing principle of what I think 
of as the Marketeers Club, the 
members of which I envision in 
little black skull caps with big 
ears, and wearing T-shirts em-
blazoned with some bubble-gun 
first name. They smile and dance 
as innocently as Jimmy Dodd 
and the Disney kids, except for 
the long rat’s tail dragging along 
behind them.

If New Hampshire really wants 
to retain its youngest citizens, 
and they suddenly find the state 
motto so alien, then perhaps the 
legislature should get into the 
marketing spirit and revise it. 
Tradition is nice, and “Live free 
or die” rang true for decades, 
but that intellectual market has 
about dried up. Our preferred 
patronage of recent years might 
respond better to “Bargain-hunt-
er’s paradise,” or “Land of many 
malls,” or “Every hour is happy 
hour,” but those slogans probably 
won’t hold much attraction for 

the Facebook generation. Instead 
of stamping our license plates 
with an outdated utterance from 
our irrelevant revolutionary past, 
we should have something that 
appeals more to the electronics-
addicted youth of today. “We’ve 
got wi-fi” might do it, or we 
could appeal to the battery-de-
pendent with “Power outlets on 
every tree.”

First we have to decide on the 
audience we want to target, and 
then we can mold our motto to fit 
that theoretical person — for real 
people enter into such thinking 
only at the cash register. It also 
matters little what we actually 
have to offer, for if we craft our 
campaign adroitly we can create 
the illusion that we have pre-
cisely what the customer wants. 
After all, marketing has almost 
nothing to do with the truth. On 
the contrary, in fact, it might be 
best described as the field of sci-
ence devoted to covering up the 
truth as deftly and completely as 
possible. 
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$2.4 trillion spent annually for 
health care in America, the most 
expensive in the world, $800 
billion goes for the activities of 
the for-profit insurer-based sys-
tem. One of every three health 
care dollars is siphoned off for 
corporate profits, stock options, 
executive salaries and bonuses, 
advertising, marketing, and ad-
ministrative costs. For-profit 
public service has a stellar record 
of successful failure. For example, 
police and fire protection services 
were also private, for-profit, en-
terprises at one time. Although 
they failed, too, they did not fail 
as spectacularly or cause any-

where near as many casualities as 
for-profit health care.

The cost of giving patients the 
choice of using a public insurance 
option is more than offset by the 
savings from not using our man-
datory failed for-profit corporate 
insurance system. We can’t do 
any worse than the current failed 
system (the most expensive in 
the world while ranking an em-
barrassing third world 37th, ac-
cording to a 2000 World Health 
Organization report). Any exam-
ination of government insurance 
costs that does not also examine 
the savings offset from not be-
ing forced to use the current 

corporate insurance and health 
care system is meaningless and 
deliberately deceptive. Payments 
to government must be offset by 
payments no longer made to the 
private sector (such as insurance 
premiums, a “private” tax).

The Insurance Cartel is fight-
ing tooth and nail against any 
type of government insurance 
plan (such as expanded Medi-
care) because they know once 
consumers experience better 
healthcare while paying lower 
premiums, it’s all over. There is 
no returning to a failed status 
quo. So, instead of providing a 
better “product” to deal with a 

competitor’s superior product, 
“Corporate” has put a call on all 
the politicians it owns to enforce 
a government mandated corpo-
rate insurance monopoly. Not 
only is antitrust law dead, but 
corporate monopolization has 
been made a fundamental right 
to be protected and mandated 
by government. Strange behav-
ior by those who supposedly 
want to “get government off our 
backs.” Equally as strange is their 
unyielding dictatorial determi-
nation to keep big business on 
our backs, no matter the cost in 
lives and personal and financial 
ruination. The arguments being 

made against the public option 
by corporate insurance apolo-
gists today are exactly the same 
as those made against Medicare 
forty years ago. They were proven 
to be wrong then, and are equally 
as wrong today. Also, those who 
don’t like the public option can 
“Just say NO!” and choose more 
of the corporate same.

Mike Richardson
Albuquerque, NM 
Mike:
The reason the wingnuts want to 

get the government “off our back,” 
is so there will be more room for the 
corporations.

The Editor

by Rodman Philbrick

Stars: Jason Bateman, Ben Af-
fleck, Kristen Wiig, Clifton Col-
lins, Jr., David Koechner, J.K. 
Simmons, Mila Kunis; Written 
& Directed by: Mike Judge; 
Rating: [R]

Let us again stipulate that no 
one sets out to make a bad or 

mediocre movie. Okay, maybe Ed 
Wood did, once upon a time, but 
almost all directors set out with 
high expectations, convinced that 
their lightweight, underwritten 
screenplay will be transformed by 
the magic of moviemaking into 
something special. Surely the 
creator of Beavis and Butt-Head, 
Office Space, and King of The Hill 
was thinking that his take on be-
ing a boss/owner of a small town 
factory would have an impact 
similar to, say, Ron Howard’s 
Gung Ho.

Unfortunately the film’s main 

conceit — that everyone is stupid, 
even the boss — turns out to be 
a long way from enough to sus-
tain even a paltry ninety minutes 
of wannabe comedy. And not for 
lack of talent. Bateman is spot-
on as the ever-patient, much put-
upon owner of an extract bot-
tling company whose workforce 
is composed entirely of nincom-
poops, including a clueless fore-
man played by J.K. Simmons. Ben 
Affleck, looking almost weirdly 
gaunt and bearded, proves to be 
convincingly narcissistic as the 
bartender buddy who leads Bate-
man astray by drugging him with 
ketamine and persuading him to 
hire a gigolo to test the loyalty 
of Bateman’s unresponsive wife. 
While in the right hands that 
premise — the boss of dopes is a 
doped-up dope himself — could 
be darkly humorous (think Coen 
brothers), Extract remains, if you 
will excuse the phrase, incurious-
ly limp on the subject of infidel-

ity. With his wife (Kristin Wiig) 
being serviced by a pool boy with 
the IQ of a rutabaga, Bateman’s 
character feels free to pursue a 
sketchy young drifter (Mila Ku-
nis) who is intent on screwing 
the boss, although not in the way 
he envisions.

As plots go, that’s no better or 
worse than, say Burn This by the 
aforementioned Coen brothers. 
The problem is, Mr. Judge seems 
to have lost interest in the project 
shortly after he set up the cam-
eras. Or didn’t bother to set them 
up, since he apparently wanted 
the production to look cheesy, as 
if it were poorly filmed and badly 
edited by some fiercely indepen-
dent director who can’t afford 
lighting or decent film stock or 
the correct lenses. Unfortunately, 
what worked with Beavis and 
Butt-Head — irreverence and 
black humor, barely animated 
— just looks sloppy in a feature 
movie stacked with big screen 

talent. Granted, making Kristen 
Wiig look bland and ordinary re-
quires a certain kind of perverse 
skill, but really, is that a good idea 
when you must know she’s ca-
pable of pure, original, hilarious 
genius? You could have given her 
a line, Mike, just to see what she 
might have done with it.

As poorly written and filmed as 
it is, Extract still has its moments. 
There are a couple of goofball 
scenes in the factory that tickle 
the funny bone — not laugh-till-
you-cry funny, but funny none-
theless. Bateman’s dialogue with 
the clueless gigolo is painfully 
amusing, and shows how good 
this might have been had Mr. 
Judge taken the trouble to fully 
develop the screenplay. The bits 
with David Koechner’s insanely 
boring next-door-neighbor-
who-won’t-take-no-for-an-an-
swer are priceless. The giant bong 
scene is at least as stonily amus-
ing as anything done by Cheech 

and Chong, for whatever that’s 
worth. But despite some flashes 
of brilliance, Extract never rises 
above an assemblage of indiffer-
ently filmed scenes.

Too bad. One hopes Mike 
Judge, who has real talent as a 
creator of character-driven com-
edy, will try again with a more 
fully realized screenplay. Of 
course there’s always the pos-
sibility that your reviewer has it 
completely wrong, and the de-
ranged young woman in aisle 
three, who laughed so hard she 
began snorting like Beavis (or is 
it Butt-Head?) has the right idea. 
If a flick makes you inhale your 
own popcorn, it must be funny.
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Those Complaints About 
Shea-Porter? They’re Bogus

To the Editor:
With regard to Congress-

woman Shea-Porter’s recent 
town meetings, I have read com-
plaints that the venues were too 
small, “limiting” the attendees to 
100 or 150 people. I was at the 
Portsmouth town meeting and 
the room was very large and held 
150. It was the largest room I 
have personally ever seen used for 
a town meeting in Portsmouth.

Have the complainers or the 
press that reports their com-
plaints ever even been to a town 
meeting? I have. They are for the 
most part held in (you guessed 
it) town halls or maybe librar-
ies, and the seating in most town 
halls across our part of the state 
accommodates about 30-50 peo-
ple, and sometimes even less than 
30. The room in Portsmouth held 
150 and in Manchester 100 — 
substantially more than 30-50. 
This represents a clear effort to 
meet the demand and find a suit-
able venue for a town meeting on 
a hot topic.

I would like to thank Carol 
Shea-Porter for her calm and 
collected response to the disre-
spectful shouting and name call-
ing hurled at her by those who 
sought to derail this discussion. 
She conducted herself in the true 
style of American democracy, 
open and respectful debate, while 
others showed themselves to be 
rabble rousers and fear mongers.

Angela J. Anctil
Somersworth, NH

The Truth About  Statistics
To the Editor:
Back when I was in college 

studying statistics, insurance was 
introduced as a device to spread 
the risk among those who face 
a variety of perils to help all 
weather their travails. The insur-
ance industry began with that in 
mind, but soon figured out that 
they could segment the risk pool 
and offer a graduated set of poli-
cies. That led to a ladder of costs 
depending on your place in their 
risk pool. The first to reach unaf-
fordable costs are the elderly — I 
am one. Medicare was introduced 
to salve our national conscience 
against the brutality of insurance 
policies.

We now have more evidence 
of the greed of insurance com-
panies that is leading to the de-
struction of our economy. At 17 
percent of our national economy, 
they exclude people who have a 
precondition from ever getting 
insurance; they dump people 
who have a disease that they 
originally claimed to cover; and 
they have the tallest buildings in 
every city — the Prudential, the 
Hancock, etc.

This isn’t working. The free 
market for someone who needs 
emergency care doesn’t make any 
sense. The uninsured emergency 
room patient needs to pay his/
her fair share. A civilized country 
should provide better care. It’s 
about time that the freeloaders 
(including the so-called “Free 
Staters”) contribute to the pay-
ment into the risk pool and pay 
their fair share of the cost of 
health care.

Universal health care is a call 
to everyone to be a citizen of the 
U.S. and a civilized person. We 
have a Congresswoman, Carol 
Shea-Porter, who is an honest 
and diligent worker for the well 
being of the people of the First. 
Congressional District. She gets 
it. Do you?

Hiram Connell
Somersworth, NH

Some Critics Will 
Never Be Satisfied

To the Editor:
I think that by now that Con-

gresswoman Carol Shea-Porter 
has more than answered the 
trumped-up charge by her politi-
cal opponents that she is not dis-
cussing health care reform issues 
with her constituents.

Shea-Porter recently held two 
public town hall meetings, one 
in Manchester and a second in 
Portsmouth, in which she fielded 
unscripted questions from the 
public about health care reform. 
In addition, she has participat-
ed in two telephone town halls, 
answering questions from call-
ers throughout her district. In 
one, Shea-Porter responded to 
20 questions from callers for an 
hour and a half before a listen-
ing audience of 14,000 people. 
The second tele-town hall drew 
an audience of 4500 AARP 
members. This event was filmed 
by NHPTV, and aired twice on 
television. Yet another tele-town 
hall is scheduled for the near fu-
ture. 

Shea-Porter has also been 
available to constituents on the 
radio. Over the past two weeks, 
she has been a guest on hour-
long, radio call-in shows carried 
on three different radio stations. 
On each program, Shea-Porter 
answered questions phoned to 
the station by listeners.

On top of all that, Congress-
woman Shea-Porter has spoken 
to numerous, private groups par-
ticularly concerned with health 
care, such as medical personnel, 
social service organizations and 
seniors.

Will her critics be satisfied by 
Shea-Porter’s record of extensive 
and continuing communication 
with the public on the health 
care issue? Not likely. They are 
more concerned with hurting her 
politically than with giving her 
credit where credit is due.

Beth Olshansky
Durham, NH

Setting A Few 
Stories Straight

To the Editor:
I have read some false sto-

ries about the behavior of Carol 
Shea-Porter at Jeb Bradley’s 
town meetings when he was the 
Congressman, and since I at-
tended some of them, I’d like to 
set the record straight.

I attended several town meet-
ings when Ms. Shea-Porter was 
present (long before she was 
elected to Congress) and heard 
her ask questions politely. I saw 
her always behave in a courte-
ous and respectful manner, never 
being rude or interrupting and 
making a scene as did those 
who opposed health care reform 
at the recent town meeting in 
Portsmouth. 

In fact, it was clear that she 
was on cordial terms with Mr. 
Bradley. I remember her usually 
going up to him afterwards and 
shaking hands with him. I even 
remember one well-attended 
town meeting, I believe in Rye 
in the summer of 2005, at which 
she invited him to go to Roch-
ester and take a look at the eco-
nomic difficulties people in her 
town were suffering. Mr. Bradley 
accepted the invitation. 

Would he have accepted if he 
were not on good terms with Ms. 
Shea-Porter? I think not.

While many of us who attend-
ed Mr. Bradley’s town meetings 
strongly disagreed with his stands 
on important issues, none of us 
ever engaged in the disrespect-
ful, belligerent disruption that I 
witnessed in Portsmouth. People 
who act in this manner should be 
ashamed of themselves. This is 
not the way adults act in public. 
They interfered with other citi-
zens’ right to get information by 
shouting over Congresswoman 
Shea-Porter and fellow citizens, 
and generally disrupting the 
meeting.

Town meetings are for rea-
soned, respectful discussion. 
Those who are not prepared to 
disagree without being disagree-
able should stay home.

Cynthia Muse 
Rye, NH 
Cynthia:
Thank you for relating this illu-

minating anecdote. 
The Editor

4
The Health Care Morass

To the Editor:
Aside from the massive lob-

bying campaign of the insurance 
companies, there’s only three 
reasons to explain the resound-
ing success thus far of the anti-
health care reform movement:

1) The average voter seems to 
be in a state of seething rage, 
or woefully misinformed, or ex-
tremely cynical. A sampling of 
recent polls on various topics and 
issues clearly indicates as much: 

An August 18th NBC/Wall 
Street Journal poll finds 45 per-
cent believe the tripe about 
Obama “death panels.” Other 
key findings, all equally false: 55 
percent believe the plans would 
give health insurance coverage to 
illegal immigrants, and 50 per-
cent believe the plans would use 
taxpayer dollars to pay for wom-
en to have abortions.

An August 18th Research 
2000 poll found that 14 percent 
of self-identified Republicans 
think Medicare is “definitely not 
a government program, with still 
another 10 percent “not sure.”

A Research 2000 poll taken 
July 27-30 showed that only 77 
percent of Americans believe 
Obama was born in the U.S. (I 
haven’t found a similar poll about 
McCain, who most definitely 
was not.)

A USA TODAY/Gallup Poll, 
taken August 6-9, found 57 per-
cent of adults say the stimulus 
package is having no impact on 
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Tom D’Evelyn

the economy or making it worse. 
Even more — 60 percent — 
doubt that the stimulus plan will 
help the economy in the years 
ahead, and only 18% say it has 
done anything to help improve 
their personal situation. There’s 
been a barrage of good economic 
news since then, so the next polls 
on the economy should be very 
instructive.

2) But even accounting for this 
— not surprising considering 
we’ve had Republican Presidents 
for 28 of the past 40 years, and, 
especially, the non-stop Lie-a-
Thon we’ve been subjected to 
for the past eight years, the bar-
rage of lies and misinformation 
wouldn’t resonate as well if more 
of us were a little less narrow-
minded and greedy (“I’ve got 
mine … the hell with those who 
don’t”). How else to explain the 
resounding success of the vitriol-
ic excrement written by the likes 
of Glenn Beck, Michelle Malkin, 
Bill O’Reilly, and Dick Morris, 
all of whose “books” are firmly 
ensconced in the Amazon and 
New York Times Top 10 lists?

3) For such an eloquent and in-
telligent guy, Obama has done an 
astoundingly miserable job of a) 
taking the offensive and b) stat-
ing his case clearly for the voters. 
For such an experienced tactician 
with a reputation for outsmarting 
his opponents, Rahm Emanuel 
has done an even lousier job of 
taking the offensive and throt-
tling the opposition.

They’re either surprisingly in-
ept or, hopefully, employing Mu-
hammad Ali’s rope-a-dope strat-
egy and will snatch victory from 
what currently appears to be 
certain defeat. As the polls and 
“books” referenced sadly indi-
cate, there’s no shortage of dopes 
available for roping. 

Finally, I’d like to answer the 
question Portsmouth High 
School teacher Linda Boettch-

er posed to President Obama 
(New Hampshire Gazette, “The 
Fortnightly Rant,” August 14, 
2009) concerning mental health 
care: if every American had ac-
cess to good mental health care, 
Fox “News” either wouldn’t exist, 
or have ratings in the low single 
digits, and every single page of 
every above-mentioned “book” 
would exist solely as cage liners 
at pet shops and SPCA’s.

Alan Grossberg
Durham, NH

4
Packing In The Square

To the Editor:
My friend and I were enjoying 

a cup of coffee outside Breaking 
New Grounds in Portsmouth last 
Tuesday. All the tables were oc-
cupied, several by children. And 
who is sitting next to us? Some 
character with a pistol strapped 
to his hip as he bangs away on 
a laptop. 

My friend, concerned, and 
fearless to the bone, asked him 
why he felt the need to carry a 
pistol. He asked her if she had 
ever heard of the U.S. Consti-
tution. She replied she had, and 
promised to pray for him and to 
light a candle on his behalf. I, in 
turn, asked him to which well 
regulated militia he belonged, 
and how frequently he trained 
with high-tech weaponry. After 
all, a .38 doesn’t stand much of a 
chance against a drone featuring 
an air-to-ground missile. Ignor-
ing the question, he closed up 
shop and moved on. 

Now I know that it is legal in 
New Hampshire to carry a load-
ed sidearm in public without a 
permit so long as it is openly ex-
posed. I also know that a permit 
is required to carry a concealed 
sidearm. 

Here’s the rub. How can we 
tell if a guntoter is mentally com-
petent to carry a weapon in pub-
lic? Is he (or she, to be fair and 

balanced) packing heat in order 
to send us a message, or to do us 
harm, or possibly both? At least 
with the permit process, the po-
lice have a chance of weeding out 
those bent on committing mur-
der or mayhem. 

In the present case, I’ll give our 
subject the benefit of the doubt. 
But it is questionable if he or any 
of his compatriots could fend off 
a clever but mentally unhinged 
passerby who decides to relieve 
Mr/Ms militiaperson of his or 
her weapon for the express pur-
pose of doing harm to the owner 
or, worse yet, to the rest of us. 

So I request those who are in-
clined to parade around our peace-
ful town with a loaded sidearm on 
display, please don’t. The poten-
tial danger to the general public 
clearly outweighs any political 
statement such a display of po-
litical bravado may convey.

Fedela Vincent
Rye, NH 

4
Another Gun-Wagger

To the Editor:
I wanted to quickly write and 

let you know how pleased I am 
with your paper. Ever since I saw 
that neatly stacked pile of New 
Hampshire Gazettes, I have put 
them to great use. They make a 
great layer of paper to protect my 
table while I clean all my guns. I 
appreciate all the hard work you 
do for the paper, and please, keep 
the papers coming!

Sincerely,
Name Withheld
Dover, NH
Luc:
We assume your manly reference 

to “all my guns” is supposed to in-
timidate us. Allow us to explain 
why you failed. 

After thirty years in the newspa-
per racket, our experience has been 
that those who talk about shooting 
editors are doing just that — talk-
ing. And, as you see, we are still 
here. If you ever did draw a bead 
on the guy who provides you with 
the paper that protects your table 

from that sweet-smelling Hoppe’s 
#9 Gun Oil (with which we’re 
quite familiar) we doubt you’d 
squeeze the trigger. And if you did, 
who do you think the police would 
want to talk to first? We withheld 
your name from this paper because 
we’d rather not be bothered with a 
formal complaint. But you didn’t 
use a pseudonym, and you didn’t use 
an e-mail anonymizer. Your e-mail 
is now saved on our hard drive, in 
the folder labelled “Death Threats.” 
Now you’d better hope no one else 
whacks us.

The Editor
4

CorpoRat Hit on Van Jones
To the Editor:
And so it came to pass: Presi-

dent Obama’s advisor for green 
jobs, Van Jones, was forced to 
voluntarily resign. While en-
deavoring to persevere under a 
relentless attack by right wing 
worthies, financed by the corpo-
RAT media, Van Jones reacted. 
He cursed the Republicans with 
a four letter word that is so vile 
it has eight letters. Oh, the hu-
manity! 

Yes, the delicate sensibilities of 
Glenn Beck, Rush, Annie C., et 
al. were so ravished by the com-
ment that Jones had to be sac-
rificed to soothe their righteous 
egos, even if his comment was 
accurate. The ‘Bam did not stand 
by his man. And the Democratic 
party must have been too busy 
seeking faith-based spinal cord 
replacement to stand in the gap 
for Van Jones.

Another excuse for the rabid 
onslaught by the Teetotaling 
Faux Gang was the fact that Van 
Jones signed a petition about five 
years ago claiming that the Bush 
gang may have been complicit in 
the attacks of 9/11, and so, there 
is a need for a real investigation. 

Today in America nothing is 
more politically incorrect than to 
point out that our government, 
at the very least, knew the attacks 
were coming and did nothing to 
stop them. By signing the peti-

tion (even though he has since 
rejected it), Van Jones committed 
the unpardonable sin of pointing 
out the obvious. 9/11, never for-
get — inside job!

Gary Walker
Campton, NH
Gary:
While we do not share the depth 

of your distrust of the Bushies, we 
will defend to the death your right 
to so wittily express it.

The Editor
4

Changing Themes
To the Editor:
First we had President Obama 
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Thursday, September 24

9:35

9:26

3:44

3:34

9:35

9:55

4:11

3:56

10:20

10:28

4:40

4:30

10:29

10:50

5:01

4:54

11:17

11:19

Everything for the traveler
. . . except the tickets!

7 Commercial Alley
(1/2 block from Market Square)
Historic Downtown Portsmouth

Phone: (603) 431-5556

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

3:17

Tibetan 
Buddhist Study

Portsmouth  
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338

5:23

5:42

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork
Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh • Lucy Bloomfield

Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua River. 
Depending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, or 
the fourth fastest-flowing navigable river 
in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gallons 
of salt water from the ocean, up the 
river, into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, it 
could be replaced with 2,125,000 tanker 

trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a roving 

hydraulic conflict as incoming sea and 
outgoing river collide. The skirmish line 
moves from the mouth of the river, past 
New Castle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial Bridge, 
past the tugboats, and on towards Great 

Bay. This spectacle can best be seen when 
the chart below shows the tide rising. 
A good place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 
to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 

Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this is 
from Bow Street, up by St. John’s church. 
Look up the river, from one of the little 
parking lots between the buildings. 
(Don’t try to drive or park there, that 
won’t work.) You’ll see a red buoy, at 
the upstream end of Badger’s Island, 

bobbing around in the current. That buoy 
weighs several tons, is nine feet wide, 
and it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its placid 
moments, around high and low tides. 
Often when the river rests, its tugboats 
and drawbridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in heavily laden with coal, 

oil, and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memorial 
Bridge.

11:41

5:48

11:29

12:04

6:13

5:57

1759—On the Plains of Abraham, 
General James Wolfe, 32, dies vic-
torious. General Louis Montcalm, 
47, dies defeated. They just don’t 
fight battles like they used to.
2005—Two weeks after the catas-
trophe, George W. Bush admits 
the Federal response to Hurricane 
Katrina was less than ideal.
1981—William Loeb, alleged 
newspaperman, goes to his eternal 
torment at the age of 75.
1971—To restore order at New 
York’s Attica state prison, five hun-
dred state troopers fire 2,200 rounds 
in nine minutes. The dead include 
29 prisoners and ten guards.
1948—At the Bonneville Salt Flats 
in Utah, Rollie Free sets a Land 
Speed Record for motorcycles, 150 
mph, laying flat on a Vincent Black 
Shadow — wearing just a Speedo.
1940—A Luftwaffe plane drops six 
bombs on Buckingham Palace.
1922—The temperature hits 136.4 
in the shade at El Aziziya, Libya.
1913—Mary, an elephant who had 
killed her untrained trainer the day 
before, is hanged from a railroad 
crane in Erwin, TN.
1859—Sen. David Broderick (D-
CA) is fatally shot in the chest by 
his duelling opponent, California’s 
Chief Justice David Terry.
1847—Six teenage cadets of the 
Mexican Army defy orders to re-
treat and die defending Chapulte-
pec Castle.

2005—At the UN, during the 
World Summit, the Leader of the 
Free World passes a note to Sec-
retary of State C. Rice saying, “I 
think I may need a bathroom break. 
Is that possible?”
2001—Standing in rubble created 
in part by his own failure, George 
W. Bush declares that America’s 
“responsibility to history” is to “rid 
the world of evil.”
1964—At the White House, 
arch-propagandist Walt Disney is 
awarded the Medal of Freedom.
1938—The Graf Zeppelin II, world’s 
largest airship, first flies.
1927—Isadora Duncan is throttled 
by her scarf and a car.
1899—Henry Bliss becomes the 
first person in the U.S. to be killed 
by an automobile.
1874—In a bloody coup d’etat, the 
White Leagues take over the Loui-
siana state government.
1847—U.S. Marines under Gen-
eral Winfield “Old Fuss and Feath-
ers” Scott take the Halls of Mon-
tezuma.
1836—Aaron Burr, the first vice 
President to shoot a man, dies in 
Port Richmond, NY.
1814—Francis Scott Key is in-
spired to write The Star Spangled 
Banner, cribbing the tune from 
To Anacreon in Heaven, a British 
drinking song.
1716—The first lighthouse in 
America is lit, in Boston Harbor.

2008—Lehman Brothers stock 
loses 90 percent of its value in one 
day; the Dow drops 500 points.
2004—Washington, DC police re-
spond to a 911 call from the bath-
room of Rep. Don Sherwood (R-
PA), 63, whom the caller, Cynthia 
Ore, 28, accuses of choking her. 
1982—Israeli Defense Forces sur-
round Sabra and Shatila, Palestin-
ian refugee camps in West Beirut, 
and permit Christian Phalangist 
militiamen to slaughter perhaps 
3,500 civilians.
1980—A B-52 armed with nukes 
burns for hours at Grand Forks 
AFB, ND. The fire is put out before 
anything explodes.
1963—Two Ku Klux Klan mem-
bers bomb Birmingham’s 16th St. 
Baptist Church, killing 4 girls and 
injuring 22. One bomber is con-
victed 14 years later; the delay is 
caused by J. Edgar “Mary” Hoover’s 
witholding of evidence.
1946—The Dodgers beat the Cubs 
2-0 in just 5 innings; game is called 
on account of gnats.
1940—During the Battle of Brit-
ain, RAF pilot Ray Holmes sees 
a Dornier heading for Bucking-
ham Palace. His Hurricane out of 
ammo, he rams the Dornier, down-
ing it, and parachutes to safety.
1935—The German Reichstag 
unanimously passes the hastily-
written Nuremberg Laws, depriv-
ing Jews of their civil rights.

2008—The Federal government 
bails out insurance giant AIG with 
a loan of $85 billion.
2001—Dick “Dick” Cheney ac-
cepts Tim Russert’s assertion that 
he would accept Osama bin Laden’s 
head on a platter, and admits that 
the U.S. has no evidence linking 
Saddam Hussein or Iraq to 9/11.
1975—New Hampshire Democrat 
John Durkin wins a Senate seat af-
ter a marathon nine-month battle 
following the closest Senate elec-
tion in history.
1974—President Ford announces 
a conditional amnesty for Vietnam 
War deserters.
1968—Richard M. Nixon appears 
on “Laugh-In” and says, “Sock it to 
me.” Eventually, they do.
1940—A remarkably prescient 
draft goes into effect over a year 
before Pearl Harbor is attacked.
1925—Riley B. “B.B.” King is born 
in Itta Bena, Miss.
1920—A bomb in a horse-drawn-
wagon explodes in front of the J.P. 
Morgan building on Wall Street, 
killing 38 and wounding 400.
1893—Ten thousand people race 
for 42,000 parcels of land in the 
Oklahoma Land Rush.
1864—Confederate Cavalry chief 
Wade Hampton and his men steal 
2,500 head of Union Army beef.
1692—Giles Cory, 80, is crushed to 
death in Salem for refusing to tes-
tify in his trial for witchcraft.

2002—”There’s an old saying in 
Tennessee,” G.W. Bush mumbles 
in Nashville, “I know it’s in Texas, 
probably in Tennessee—that says, 
fool me once, shame on—shame 
on you. Fool me … you can’t get 
fooled again.”
1991—In what passes for praise 
before the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, Yale Law School Dean 
Guido Calabresi opines that, if 
confirmed as a Supreme Court Jus-
tice, Clarence Thomas might grow 
intellectually.
1948—Count Folke Bernadotte, 
in Jerusalem to mediate the Arab-
Israeli conflict for the UN, is assas-
sinated by the Zionist Stern Gang.
1908—Wilbur Wright crashes 
a Wright Flyer at Ft. Myer, VA, 
making Signal Corps Lieutenant 
Thomas Selfridge the first person 
to be killed by a powered aircraft.
1862—At Antietam, in Maryland, 
113,000 men clash; 3,654 are killed 
and 17,292 are wounded, making 
it the bloodiest day in American 
military history.
1788—Austrian Hussars, infantry-
men, cavalrymen, and artillerymen 
fight  each other for two days over 
barrels of schnapps. Casualties in 
the Battle of Karánsebes: 10,000 
dead or wounded.
1787—Having approved a new 
U.S. Constitution, members of the 
Constutional Convention adjourn 
to a Philadelphia tavern.

2001—Five anthrax-laced letters 
are mailed to news media by a per-
son or persons still un-apprehend-
ed. Five people die.
2001—EPA Chief Christine Todd 
Whitman, acceding to a White 
House request, says the air at 
“Ground Zero” is safe to breathe.
1980—The Soviet Union puts the 
first black person in space: Cuban 
Arnoldo Tamayo.
1975—The FBI catches “Tanya,” 
press baron Wm. Randolph Hearst’s 
bank-robbing granddaughter.
1970—RIP Jimi Hendrix.
1968—Mexican troops invade the 
National University with predict-
able—i.e., fatal—results.
1931—At Mukden, in Manchu-
ria, Japanese troops dynamite their 
own railroad and blame it on the 
Chinese, to justify an atack on Chi-
nese Nationalists.
1895—Booker T. Washington, in 
his “Atlanta Compromise” speech, 
renounces black agitation for equal 
rights as “extremist folly.”
1873—The overextended Jay 
Cooke, who helped finance the 
Civil War, goes bust on railroads, 
precipitating the Panic of 1873.
1830—Near Baltimore, Tom 
Thumb, the first American steam 
locomotive, racing a horse, springs 
a leak; the horse wins.
1793—Using secret Masonic rites, 
G. Washington lays the corner-
stone for the U.S. Capitol.

2001—George W. Bush tells CIA 
chief George Tenet to look for 
links between S. Hussein and al 
Qaeda, and recommends Dick 
“Dick” Cheney as a source.
2001—Official start of U.S. war 
against Afghanistan.
1991—Alpine tourists discover 
Oetzi the Iceman.
1980—In Arkansas, an Air Force 
repairman drops a tool that punc-
tures a fuel tank that leaks vapors 
that explode and hurl a nuclear 
weapon 600 feet, but only one per-
son is killed. 
1961—Betty and Barney Hill of 
Portsmouth, NH find their trip 
back home from a vacation takes 
two hours longer than expected.
1959—Nikita Khrushchev is de-
nied admission to Disneyland.
1957—First U.S. underground 
nuclear explosion: Nevada.
1952—The U.S. (with Richard Nix-
on as Vice President, Joe McCarthy 
a Senator, and Bill Loeb publishing 
a newspaper) bars Charlie Chaplin 
from entering unless he proves he’s 
of sound moral character. 
1945—William Joyce, aka “Lord 
Haw-Haw,” an American-born 
fascist of Irish descent, is sentenced 
to death in England for broadcast-
ing German propaganda. 
1796—President Washington 
warns against any “small, artful, en-
terprising minority” that might try 
to control the government.

2006—Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez tells the UN General As-
sembly that he can still smell the 
sulfur from George W. Bush’s visit 
of the day before.
2001—Before a joint session of 
Congress, George W. Bush de-
clares “War on Terror.” The idiots 
listen and take him seriously.
1988—Pandering for votes as usu-
al, Veep George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush visits a flag factory.
1977—The UN admits Vietnam.
1976—Playboy publishes Jimmy 
Carter’s confession of lust.
1958—A deranged woman stabs 
Martin Luther King while he au-
tographs books in Harlem.
1945—German rocket scientist 
Werner von Braun begins working 
for the U.S.
1873—In response to the Panic, 
the NY Stock Exchange shuts 
down for ten days.
1830—In Philadelphia, 38 free 
blacks form the National Negro 
Convention to abolish slavery.
1797—The frigate Constitution is 
launched in Boston.
1797—Captain Pigot of HMS 
Hermoine orders that the bodies of 
three sailors who died trying to ful-
fill his orders be thrown overboard.
1378—French cardinals elect Rob-
ert of Geneva, aka “The Butcher of 
Cesena,” to be Pope Clement VII, 
bringing the current number of 
Popes to two.

2007—The Nelson Mandela 
Foundation announces that despite 
comments by George W. Bush to 
the contrary, Mr. Mandela is alive.
2004—”Because of activities that 
could potentially be related to ter-
rorism,” U.S. Homeland Security 
officials order the singer formerly 
known as Cat Stevens off a Lon-
don to New York flight.
2001—George Tenet tells Dick 
“Dick” Cheney his Iraq-al Qaeda 
link appears to be fiction. Cheney 
continues to repeat it.
1976—Ex-Chilean Ambassador 
to the U.S. Orlando Letelier and 
an assistant are assassinated by car 
bomb in Washington, D.C.
1956—Anastasio Somoza, dictator 
of Nicaragua, is fatally shot by Ro-
liberto Lopez, a poet.
1938—New England is clobbered 
by a nameless 183 m.p.h. hurricane 
that kills up to 700.
1897—The New York Sun publishes 
an editorial intended to mislead 
a young woman named Virginia 
into believing in a mythical “Santa 
Claus.”
1895—The first U.S. auto manufac-
turer, Duryea Motor Wagon Com-
pany, goes into business.
1814—The Star Spangled Banner is 
first published.
1797—The crew of HMS Hermoine 
slaughter eight officers, heave their 
bodies overboard, and hand the 
ship over to the Spanish.

2003—“A year from now,” says 
Richard Perle, “I’ll be very sur-
prised if there is not some grand 
square in Baghdad that is named 
after President Bush.”
1980—Iran-Iraq War begins.
1975—Sarah Jane Moore shoots at 
President Gerald Ford, but Oliver 
Sipple, a disabled former Marine 
and Vietnam vet, deflects the gun.
1973—Henry Kissinger becomes 
Secretary of State.
1970—President Nixon requests 
another 1,000 FBI agents to spy on 
college campuses.
1949—After much trouble and ex-
pense building it, the USSR blows 
up its first A-bomb.
1927—Dempsey loses to Tunney 
in the famous “Long Count.”
1919—A national steel strike be-
gins in Chicago.
1905—After a race riot in Atlanta, 
the final tally is 10 dead blacks, and 
2 dead whites.
1904—Jim O’Rourke, 54, gets his 
last hit in a Giants uniform. In 
1876, he had made the first base hit 
in National League history.
1903—Italo Marchiony patents 
the ice cream cone.
1862—By proclamation, Abraham 
Lincoln frees the slaves—but only 
in those states not under his con-
trol.
1823—The Angel Moroni tells 
Joseph Smith where to find the 
golden tablets.

1999—Instead of orbiting, the 
$328 million Mars Climate Or-
biter burns up in Mars’ atmosphere 
because Lockheed Martin used 
Imperial measure, not metric.
1952—Richard Nixon, desperately 
trying to convince Americans that 
he’s not a crook, makes his fa-
mous “Checkers” speech; many are 
fooled.
1945—French forces overthrow 
the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam. The U.S. acquiesces.
1938—A time capsule is buried at 
N.Y. World’s Fair, to be opened in 
6939.
1930—Birth of Ray Charles.
1912—Release of Mack Sennett’s 
first “Keystone Comedy.”
1848—John Curtis of Bangor, 
Maine, begins commercial pro-
duction of “State of Maine Pure 
Spruce Gum.” 
1838—Birth of Victoria Chaflin 
Woodhull, a proponent of free love 
and the first female presidential 
candidate.
1806—Lewis, Clark, and almost all 
the rest of the gang make it back 
to St. Louis.
1800—Birth of Wm. H. McGuffey, 
author of McGuffey’s Reader.
1780—British Major John Andre 
is arrested for spying, near Tarry-
town, N.Y.
1779—John Paul Jones takes the 
British ship Serapis as the Bonhom-
me Richard sinks under him. 

2006—The New York Times pub-
lishes a leaked intelligence docu-
ment concluding that the Iraq War 
has increased the threat of radical 
Islamic terrorism.
2006—George W. Bush tells Wolf 
Blitzer, “When the final history is 
written on Iraq, it will look just like 
a comma.”
2005—Human Rights Watch re-
ports that U.S. troops routinely 
beat and tortured detained Iraqis.
2001—Tony Blair publishes a dos-
sier claiming erroneously that Iraq 
can launch WMDs in 45 minutes.
1981—CIA Director William 
Casey urges that intelligence agen-
cies be exempted from the Free-
dom of Information Act.
1969—The Show Trial of the “Chi-
cago 8”  begins.
1968—Protestors destroy 10,000 
draft files in Milwaukee, WI.
1957—The Dodgers play their last 
game at Ebbetts Field.
1919—Canada outlaws the IWW.
1911—Portsmouth native Ensign 
Charles Emerson Hovey, 26, is shot 
and killed by natives on the island 
of Basilan in the Phillipines.
1906—President Teddy Roosevelt, 
evidently a crypto-heathen, dedi-
cates the first U.S. National Monu-
ment—Wyoming’s Devils Tower.
1890—The Mormon church reluc-
tantly abandons polygamy.
1870—Birth of George Claude, 
inventor of the neon light.

2008—Somali pirates capture the 
MV Faina, a 500-foot freighter 
with a cargo of 33 Soviet tanks.
2007—Texas kills Michael Richard 
on schedule because Judge Sharon 
Keller refused to work overtime.
2003—An early draft of an interim 
report from weapons inspectors 
in Iraq says no WMD have been 
found.
2002—George W. Bush says “You 
can’t distinguish between al Qaeda 
and Saddam when you talk about 
the war on terror.”
1981—Sandra Day O’Connor be-
comes America’s first female Su-
preme Court Justice.
1966—The smallest crowd in the 
history of Yankee Stadium—413—
watches the White Sox beat the 
Yankees 4-1.
1962—While listening to the first 
Liston/Patterson fight, Vivian 
Stanshall and Rodey Slater form 
the Bonzo Dog Doo-Dah Band.
1959—The U.S. Navy loses a nu-
clear depth charge, minus its fissile 
core, in Puget Sound. 
1926—Henry Ford announces the 
8 hour, 5 day work week.
1911—Ground is broken for Fen-
way Park.
1789—Congress passes the Bill of 
Rights.
1786—Captain Daniel Shays and 
600 others occupy the Springfield, 
MA Courthouse to prevent farm 
foreclosures.

2006—The Bush administration 
releases excerpts of a report saying 
the Iraq War has enraged Muslims 
and given radicals a dandy recruit-
ing issue. Feel safer now?
2002—George W. Bush claims in a 
Rose Garden speech that “the Iraqi 
regime possesses biological and 
chemical weapons.”
1991—The House bank announces 
that after covering 8,331 rubber 
checks written by Congressmen 
over the past year, it no longer will. 
1983—Lt. Col. Stanislav Petrov 
trusts his gut instead of the Red 
Army’s malfunctioning computers, 
which show five attacking Ameri-
can nuclear missiles. World War 
III is averted, and Col. Petrov is 
reprimanded. 
1960—John Kennedy and Richard 
Nixon hold the first televised presi-
dential debate.
1945—American OSS officer Lt. 
Col. A. Peter Dewey is killed in 
Saigon by Viet Minh guerrillas who 
have mistaken him for a French of-
ficer. Before his death, Dewey filed 
a report saying the U.S. “ought to 
clear out of Southeast Asia.”
1911—The Battle of the Meuse-
Argonne begins; the last great bat-
tle of the War to End All Wars. 
1901—Abraham Lincoln’s body is 
viewed one last time before being 
covered with two tons of concrete. 
Among the 23 present is Fleetwood 
Linley, 13, who lives until 1963.


