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News Briefs:

Afghanistan, 2001 - 20??

The Fortnightly Rant

A Democrat with a Pulse

On Christmas Day in 1979 
the USSR invaded Afghanistan 
to fight the Islamic Mujahideen 
Resistance. About 118,000 
members of the Red Army par-
ticipated. They left just over nine 
years later, without accomplish-
ing their objective.

On October 7, 2001, U.S. and 
British forces invaded Afghani-
stan to fight anyone who shot 
back. Counting uniformed ser-
vice members and military con-
tractors, about 120,000 are par-
ticipating. It is now eight years 
later. We have not yet accom-
plished our objective, whatever 
that might be, but who knows? 
Maybe the next 417 days will 
prove to be the charm.

America’s full-scale engage-
ment in Vietnam began with the 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in 
August of 1964. Eight years after 
that, in August of 1972, the last 
U.S. combat troops were leaving. 

American Cold Warriors glee-
fully predicted, when the Red 
Army invaded “The Graveyard 
of Empires” in 1979, that Af-
ghanistan would be “the Soviets’ 
Vietnam.” It turned out to be all 
of that and more. Three years lat-
er the Soviet Union was history.

Somehow we made it through 
our first Vietnam. How well we 
will do if our second ever ends, 
only time will tell.

Veterans Call for Peace, 
Get Arrested

Most Americans marked the 
8th Anniversary of Operation 
Enduring Freedom by going 
about their business as usual. 
Most of the Executive Board of 
Veterans for Peace marked the 
occasion by going to the White 
House, standing vigil over three 
mock coffins draped with U.S., 
Afghan, and Iraqi flags, calling 
for an end to the wars in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, and being 
arrested.

Along with Veterans for Peace, 
a broad range of affinity groups, 
such as the Atlantic Life Com-
munity, Witness Against Torture, 
Veterans for Peace, World Can’t 
Wait, and Activist Response 
Team had members arrested. 
Other groups fully endors-
ing the action and participating 
were Peace Action, Code Pink, 
the War Resisters’ League, and 
Student Peace Action Network. 
In all, 65 people were arrested, 
booked, and released. They have 
a fortnight to report to National 

Park Police Headquarters and 
either pay fines of $100 each, or 
obtain a court date.

Specifically, the protest called 
for “withdrawal of all U.S. troops 
from Afghanistan, ending the il-
legal bombing with U.S. drones, 
including [in] neighboring Paki-
stan, and the closing of the Ba-
gram prison and ending indefi-
nite detention and torture. [They] 
called for an end to these wars 
and occupations, including that 
of Iraq, so that our resources can 
be used for life-sustaining actions 
including the funding and the 
rebuilding of Afghanistan’s and 
Iraq’s infrastructure and medical 
assistance to Afghans and Iraqis, 
in addition to poverty reduction 
programs in the United States 
and world wide. [They] contin-
ue to call for accountability for 
those who have committed war 
crimes.”

Our thanks to Kenneth May-
ers, of Santa Fe Wage Peace!, for 
this report.

Speaking of Veterans …
Paul Rieckhoff, the Executive 

Director and Founder of Iraq 
and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America (IAVA), wrote October 
1st at iava.org:

“Every year, Congress needs 
to pass 12 appropriations bills by 
October 1st to keep the federal 
government up and running. If 
lawmakers don’t meet this dead-
line, the government operates 
on temporary funding or shuts 
down.

“And Congress rarely meets 
this deadline. In fact, 19 out of 
the last 22 years, Congress has 
failed to pass the Veterans Ad-
ministration (VA) budget on 
time. When the VA budget is 
late, the nation’s largest health-
care provider is forced to wait in 
limbo, relying on stop-gap fund-
ing measures. VA hospitals and 
clinics can’t plan for critical staff-
ing and equipment needs, leading 
to long waits for appointments 
and rationed care. As a result, six 
million veterans who rely on the 
VA for health care pay the price 
for Congress’s bickering and in-
efficiency.

“Despite repeated assurances 
that the VA budget would be 
passed on time this year, the 
September 30th deadline has 
come and gone. And the only 
thing that’s passed is another 
milestone: 20 out of the last 23 
years, the veterans’ health care 

budget is late. This year, the VA 
is not alone. The only budget that 
did pass on time was the one that 
funds salary checks for members 
of Congress. So Congress gets 
paid, and vets get stuck waiting. 
Again. If Adam Vinatieri missed 
20 out of his last 23 field goals, 
he’d be out of a job, and all of 
Indianapolis would be outraged. 
But Congress repeatedly misses 
the mark, gives itself a pay raise, 
and hardly anyone notices. In the 
last two weeks especially, vet-
erans have fallen victim to gov-
ernment inefficiency at its worst. 
First, it was thousands of late GI 
Bill payments and now it’s a late 
VA budget. Congress has spent 
months debating new govern-
ment health care plans, and can’t 
even fund the ones we already 
have. Wait until Glenn Beck 
hears about this one. His head 
might actually explode.”

What’s needed, IAVA advises, 
is phone calls. So …

Sen. Judd Gregg: (202) 224-
3324

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen: (202) 
224-2841

For about a decade and a half, 
beginning with the 1994 Con-
gressional mid-term elections, 
members of the Republican Par-
ty have employed a style of po-
litical discourse that was derived 
in equal parts from Dr. Frank 
Luntz, the linguistic engineer of 
Newt Gingrich’s “Contract With 
America,” and Vince McMahon’s 
World Wrestling Federation. No 
boast regarding one’s own virtue 
was too outlandish to claim, no 
slur against an opponent’s mo-
tives was too base to utter. Ever 
since then, Democrats have re-
sponded to the GOP’s relentless 
verbal abuse with pleas for civil-
ity and appeals to reason. This 
has earned them additional scorn 
from the Republicans, and dis-
gust from the party faithful.

On September 29, on the floor 
of the House, Rep. Alan Grayson 
(D-FL) tried a different tack. He 
outlined the Republican Party’s 
health care plan for America as 
follows: “Don’t get sick. That’s 
right, don’t get sick. If you have 
insurance, don’t get sick. If you 
don’t have insurance, don’t get 
sick. If you’re sick, don’t get sick. 
Just don’t get sick.” 

Grayson then elaborated: “that 
plan isn’t always going to work … 
so the Republicans have a back-
up plan, in case you do get sick … 
die quickly.”

Just when it began to seem 
that the Democratic role in the 
health care debate was to be 
modeled after Rocky Balboa’s 
punching bag, something new 
appeared in Congress: a Demo-
crat with a pulse. Someone ought 
to get ahold of Barack Obama’s 
personal physician and find out if 
the President and Grayson share 
the same blood type. A transfu-
sion seems to be in order.

An argument can, and no 
doubt will, be made that en-
couraging this sort of rhetoric 
can only lead to further debase-
ment of this country’s political 
discourse. Perhaps it will. Here 
is what a fifteen-year policy of 
unilateral disarmament has won: 
an impotent majority unable to 
enact the health care reform that 
two-thirds of the country wants 
desperately. Let’s roll Grayson’s 
dice.

Grayson’s use of language is 
unusual and refreshing enough 
— at least coming from a Demo-
crat — that it deserves to be cir-
culated more widely, so that oth-
ers might learn the knack.

Not long after the inauguration 
Rush Limbaugh, the Hinden-
burg of the radio waves, famously 
said that he hoped Obama fails.

Grayson replied:
“Rush Limbaugh is a has-

been hypocrite loser, who craves 

attention.  His right-wing lu-
nacy sounds like Mikhail Gor-
bachev extolling the virtues of 
communism.  Limbaugh actu-
ally was more lucid when he was 
a drug addict. If America ever 
did one percent of what he want-
ed us to do, then we’d all need 
pain killers.”

This accurate and truthful 
assessment of the millionaire 
mouth from Missouri provoked 
a chorus of Dittoheads to de-
mand an apology. And they got 
one, Grayson style.

“I’m sorry Limbaugh called 
for harsh sentences for drug ad-
dicts while he was a drug addict,” 
Grayson said. “I’m also sorry 
that he’s bent on seeing America 
fail. And I’m sorry that Lim-
baugh is one sorry excuse for a 
human being.”

Anyone who has been fortu-
nate enough to spend time with 
a certain type of crusty old New 
Hampshireman — or woman 
— might see something famil-
iar in the Bronx-born Grayson’s 
approach to opposition. When 
someone gives you a load of guff, 
stand right up to them and give 
it right back, in spades. Then give 
’em a little more for good mea-
sure. In cases where you’re deal-
ing with a cranky old Yankee, you 
could even find that your adver-
sary becomes your ally — it has 
been known to happen. More 
likely you won’t, but at least you 
should be able to cut through his 
contempt and carry on the argu-
ment as equals. 

But the point is not to try to 
earn your opponent’s respect 
anyway. That’s just sucking-up. 

The point is to fight like hell for 
what you believe in.  If you can’t 
do that, get out of the way and 
let someone with more gumption 
take over.

In the case of the present crop 
of Republicans, it’s unlikely that 
Grayson-esque rhetoric will win 
any over. But again, that’s not the 
point.

Republicans changed the polit-
ical discourse in this country for 
the worse in the mid-1990’s by 
using language boldly. Falsely, but 
boldly. Their success led to higher 
deficits, deranged foreign adven-
tures, and widespread wreckage 
of the American dream.

If the Democrats are to have 
any hope of repairing that dam-
age and improving the state of 
the Union, they’d better be pre-
pared to speak the truth boldly.
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South Street and Vine

Wine for the table, not for the cellar.

Sunday through Thursday: 11 am - 6 pm
    Friday and Saturday: 9 am - 6 pm

359 Marcy St • 430-2984

New Boston Tool Room
Corner of Rt 125 and New Boston Rd.

Kingston, NH • 642-4054
Antique and Usable Tools for  

Collectors and Craftsmen

Great Jewelry
Imported Soaps

& Bath Comforts
65 Market Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 431-0694

Featuring
Skagen Watches &

Dr. Hauschka Skin Care
Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH

3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

Market Square Jewelers
Your neighborhood jeweler since 1989

Estate Jewelers • Buy, Sell, & Trade
Loose Gems • Antique Restoration • Repairs
Gold • Silver • Costume • Bead Restringing

22 Market Street
Newburyport

(978) 465-8313

12 Market Square
Portsmouth

(603) 430-9587

454 Central Avenue
Dover

(603) 740-9587

New Hampshire’s Version 
of the Polanski Defense

Certain sectors of the public 
are currently quite exercised by 
the case of a celebrity fugitive. 
The American Christian wing 
of the Global Taliban are relish-
ing the prospect of seeing Ro-
man Polanski stoned to death 
on-stage at the Hollywood Bowl. 
The drug-addled sybarites of 

Tinseltown, on the other hand, 
think that a brilliant artist, who 
erred long ago and was subse-
quently misled by devious pros-
ecutors, is being persecuted by an 
unduly draconian judicial system. 
It’s odd and strangely refreshing 
to find ourselves agreeing with 
the Taliban, but there it is.

Here in New Hampshire, a 
less-fashionable person tried a 
defense similar to that proposed 
for Polanski by his Hollywood 
cohorts. The result doesn’t augur 

well for the film director.
Ed and Elaine Brown were 

convicted of tax evasion in 2007 
but failed to appear for their 
scheduled sentencing. Instead 
they holed up in their Plainfield 
fortress and began entertain-
ing a variety of anti-tax activists 
from around the country. For five 
months they held court, occasion-
ally making semi-coherent state-
ments about taxes and taunting 
a remarkably patient and serene 
contingent of U.S. Marshals. 

In an irony that anti-tax fa-
natics may not fully appreciate, 
the U.S. Marshals successfully 
infiltrated the Brown’s booby-
trapped citadel and took them 
into custody without incident.

According to the Associated 
Press, Elaine Brown’s lawyer 
asked for a more lenient sentence 
because his client is “an excep-
tional woman who was motivated 
by firmly held convictions rather 
than anger or greed.” It turns out 
that being “exceptional” does not 
entitle one to a “get-out-of-jail-
free” card — Elaine’s going away 
for 35 years.

We’re not sure whether it’s full 
disclosure, bragging, or the ran-
dom insertion of a bizarre fact, 
but Elaine Brown was a former 
recipient, during her incarcera-
tion in Connecticut, of a gift 
subscription to this paper.

New Life for Old Signs
Bicycle courier bags made by 

BaileyWorks have long been a 
ubiquitous sight around Ports-
mouth, but lately they’ve picked 
up a new look. We visited Jon 
Bailey recently and he told us 
where it came from: Brooklyn.

“I got an e-mail from a guy,” 
Jon said, “saying I have this big 
batch of very interestingly-
printed vinyl and I don’t want to 
throw it out.” 

The e-mailer was a bicyclist 
“familiar with our products,” Jon 
said, who had worked on an out-
door installation in Brooklyn’s 
Grand Army Plaza. 

The installation, like most bill-
boards and other outside adver-
tising these days, consisted of 
large sheets of vinyl covered with 
images made by a large-format 
printer.

For the Grand Army Plaza 
project, the images showed a 
series of landscape architects’ 
proposals for re-designing the 
area to make it more pedestrian-
friendly. People walking through 
the installation could consider 
the different options, then vote 
for the one they preferred. 

“It was an unusual way to seek 
public input, and the artwork on 
the vinyl was wonderful — old 
Thirties-era photos of trucks de-
livering stuff, in sepia-tones … 

The proposals were colorful, and 
the quality of the vinyl was beau-
tiful.” The bag Jon is holding in 
the photo at left sports a photo 
of the Plaza’s Soldiers and Sail-
ors Arch.

“At first we didn’t know what 
to do with it,” Jon said. “We’ve 
been working with vinyl for years 
as a humble interior liner com-
ponent,” but figuring out how to 
use the printed material where it 
would show has “been a rather 
glacial project,” more dependent 
on inspiration than simple pro-
duction. “It’s a great way to work, 
he said, “but it does take time.”

Time will be no threat to the 
bags. They are “kind of inside 
out,” but that won’t diminish 
their durability. “The stuff that’s 
printed for signs has a pretty 
high UV resistance, which is 
what kills most materials.”

Corporate Accountability
Last December 11th an ice 

storm took down power lines all 
across New England. The storm 
was severe, though not unprec-
edented — the ensuing power 
outage was. 

In New Hampshire alone, 
about 400,000 people lost power. 
A full week later, 100,000 were 
still without power. Many Unitil 
customers went without electric-
ity for a fortnight. 

Critics charged that util-

Gone, Baby, Gone — Shown here: the Deck at Poco’s Bow Street Cantina, 
about 6:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon, October 4th. The dismantling of the 
waterfront icon began the following Tuesday to make way for a thoroughly 
redesigned deck expected to open next spring.

Jon Bailey, displaying the latest innovation from his shop, BaileyWorks: a 
courier bag built from re-purposed sign vinyl. See the item, “New Life for 
Old Signs,” elsewhere on this page.

“S — When we’re together I forget 
the emptiness of commodity culture 
and remember how great it is to be 

ALIVE!”
— graffito on a wall in Portsmouth

The Fortnightly Quote, from A Reader:
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In the past, this newspaper has been supportive of the Portsmouth Hallow-
een Parade and the loose band of curious souls who have organized it. Ev-
ery October 31st for the past fourteen years they have successfully negotiated 
a brief period of peaceful interaction between the living and the undead. 
Following an event last Monday evening at the Coat of Arms, however, 
we may have to reconsider. The organizers recklessly permitted Tom Col-
letta (center, right), Grand Marshal of the 2008 Parade, to bestow the 
official Sash of that critical office on the editor of This Olde Rag (center, 
left). Though the members of the band Jupiter 2 were arrayed behind him, 
they made no effort to stop Colletta. Barring the unlikely intervention of 
cooler heads, the alleged editor of The Nation’s Oldest Newspaper™ will be 
the Grand Marshal of the 2009 Parade. God help us all. Certainly no one 
was reassured when, upon receiving the Sash, he said, “Above the streets 
of Portsmouth, I lift the golden pint. Give me your ill, your dead, your 
zombies yearning to eat brains. See you on the 31st.” Our thanks to Dave 
Karlotski, of The Wire, for the use of this photograph.

ity company had exacerbated 
the problem by scrimping on 
tree-trimming, leaving power 
lines more vulnerable to falling 
branches. During the prolonged 
outage, the only source of heat in 
many of the affected homes may 
well have been a burning desire 
to see the executives of the utility 
companies suffering the conse-
quences of their failure.

An item in the Boston Globe for 
September 30th reported that 
Unitil CEO Robert G. Schoen-
berger’s base pay had recently 
been increased by 2.9 percent, 
bringing his total compensation 
for 2008 to $1.3 million. 

Last March, the Worcester 
(Mass.) Telegram & Gazette re-
ported that one component of 
that compensation was a bonus 
of $294,796, which was based, in 
part, on customer satisfaction. 

Faith and Evolution
One reason why religious faith 

persists among humans, even in 
this scientific age, is that evolu-
tion and medical science have 
worked together to breed it into 
us, according to a new theory we 
read about somewhere. 

Until quite recently, at least in 
evolutionary terms, the medical 
profession’s grasp of how the hu-
man body works was rudimenta-
ry, and the repertoire of remedies 
could be appalling. Sure, they 
could set a broken bone or saw 
off a crushed limb. But for those 
suffering from other ailments or 
diseases, a visit to a doctor might 
be as likely to kill as to cure. Any-
one observing the outcome of 
“medical” treatment in those days 
could quite reasonably lack con-
fidence in doctors and put one’s 
faith in prayer instead. By doing 

so, they avoided dying from what 
we now call iatrogenesis — an 
adverse outcome due to medical 
treatment. 

Assuming that our ability to 
sustain spiritual faith is deter-
mined by our genes, then over 
time, humans whose faith in reli-
gion was stronger than their trust 
in science would have a repro-
ductive advantage — what with 
their still being alive, and all. 

Sadly, our in-house record-
keeping system has not yet 
evolved to a state that would per-
mit us to find the original article. 
As a consequence, our readers 
will have to take it on faith that 
we were able to recall the theory 
with some accuracy.

Beat, But Undead
In support of the Portsmouth 

Halloween Parade, the Press 
Room will host an extra, special 
Beat Night this month — Thurs-
day, October 22 will be Undead 
Beat Night! Spooky poems and 
an open mike session are on the 
agenda, so that those attending 
may share their tales of terror. 
Bruce Pingree may even perform 
Edgar A. Poe’s “The Raven,” as 

interpreted by Lord Buckley. 
As with the regularly scheduled 
Beat Night (third Thursday of 
the month), Larry Simon and 
Groove Bacteria will provide ap-
propriate and delightful musical 
accompaniment. The event will 
run from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Donations to defray the costs 
of the Parade will be “encour-
aged,” according to the organiz-
ers, though they did not specify 
by what methods. Be there, if you 
dare.

HONK! Fest
The Leftist Marching Band 

(LMB) will trek once again to 
Somerville, Massachusetts this 
weekend to take part in the 
HONK! Festival. If you thrill to 
the spectacle of Po’Town’s own 
anarchic street band performing 
their repertoire of patriotic and 
progressive songs — which is 
to say, if you breathe and have a 
pulse — imagine the thrill of see-
ing them as part of an even larger 
consiracy of sound, made up of 
bands from all over the eastern 
U.S., Seattle, Montreal, Vancou-
ver, BC, and one band each from 
Rome and Bologna, Italy.

Somerville’s own Second Line 
Social Aid & Pleasure Soci-
ety Brass Band held the first 
HONK! Fest in 2006. This will 
be the LMB’s fourth consecutive 
appearance. Among the notable 
troupes expected to appear will 
be Emperor Norton’s Stationary 
Marching Band, the Extraordi-
nary Rendition Band, and Mon-
treal’s Chaotic Insurrection En-
semble.

The event kicks off Friday, Oc-
tober 9 at seven locations in the 
Greater Boston area. On Sat-
urday, between Noon and 9:00 
p.m., 29 bands will play 55 gigs 
in seven locations around Davis 
Square. The LMB is slated to 
play at 3:00 p.m. on Chester St, 
and again at 5:00 p.m. at Kenney 
Park.

On Sunday, all the bands will 
come together for a HONK! 
Parade down Mass. Ave. to 
“Reclaim the Streets for Horns, 
Bikes and Feet.”

Better Backyard, Better Bay
Are you interested in having 
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SARAH PELLERIN

603  659  8770

Active French School
French Classes. 

All Levels, All Ages

603.430.2020

www.activefrenchschool.com

When “the Army we had” was sent to war,  
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now. And a few of them could use a hand.
The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program provides  
permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment services  

for homeless veterans who would not be able to live independently  
without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and pans,  
or other household goods. VASH can accept these items, and  

distribute them to veterans who need them.
Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,

at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov

Please do not attempt to read this. The type is way too small. You could strain your eyes. And there’s no content here anyway.

Moving Pictures

Zombieland
by Rodman Philbrick

Stars: Jesse Eisenberg, Woody 
Harrelson, Emma Stone, Abigail 
Breslin; Screenplay: Rhett Re-
ese & Paul Wernick; Director: 
Ruben Fleischer; Rating: [R]

When it comes to the un-
dead, zombies are way 

more life-affirming than vam-
pires. Zombies have a certain 
simplicity — they want to kill 
you and eat your dead body — 
whereas the current crop of vam-
pires preen around like smacked-
out supermodels, expecting us 
to admire them, and to envy the 
pleasures of being undead. Thanks 
to Stephanie Myers, millions of 
twelve-year-old girls swoon at 
the thought of swapping blood 
with really cute corpses. Where-
as a mob of stumbling zombies 
makes death look like something 
to be avoided, rather than em-
braced. Running from zombies 
is good for your heart, whereas 
being passively seduced by vam-
pires is bad for your health, if you 
want to remain above room tem-

perature.
Zombies are the heartland. 

Vampires are so coastal — if they 
weren’t Transylvanian they’d be 
French. Which brings us to Zom-
bieland, from first-time feature 
film director Ruben Fleischer. 
If you got a kick out of Shaun of 
The Dead, you’re gonna love what 
Zombieland does for the comic-
horror genre. Think of it as High 
Fidelity with zombies, narrated 
by a neurotic protagonist ob-
sessed with his own personal list 
of rules for survival. Rule number 
one (see above) is Cardio. Out-
running zombies means staying 
in shape — fatties were the first 
victims when a tainted fast-food 
hamburger set off the virus that’s 
turning humans into lurching 
cannibals. Rule #2, Avoid Bath-
rooms — there’s nothing worse 
than having a zombie swarm un-
der the stall door.

The diviner of rules is a 
25-year-old nerd, an acciden-
tal survivor and full-time virgin 
whose various obsessions help 
keep him one step ahead of the 
slavering zombies. As played by 

Jesse Eisenberg he’s an appealing 
mess with a heart of American 
cheese. One of his rules is Don’t 
Be A Hero, so it’s inevitable that 
he’ll find himself in the company 
of a semi-deranged adrenaline-
junky (Woody Harrelson) who 
never loses an opportunity to 
risk his life for the thrill of killing 
zombies and rescuing the living. 
Harrison’s character is none-too-
bright, but he possesses crazy 
courage, superb comic timing, 
and an affinity for Twinkies. 

It’s the Odd Couple with — 
okay, by now you get the drift. 
Suffice to say, it works, and with 
slightly less gore than you might 
expect, given the genre. There 
are a few gross-out moments, 
but for the most part young Mr. 
Fleischer is more interested in 
eliciting laughter than groans of 
repulsion.

Columbus (Eisenberg) and 
Tallahasee (Harrelson) team up 
with an untrustworthy pair of 
sisters played by Emma Stone 
and Abigail Breslin, who are 
on a quest to get to a particular 
Los Angeles amusement park 

while they still have the chance. 
And why not, if the human race 
is facing extinction? Ms. Stone 
(The House Bunny and Superbad) 
is one of the current hotties of 
Hollywood, and if Zombieland is 
any indication, she has more go-
ing for her than just good looks, 
although sometimes it’s hard to 
tell under all those stylized bangs 
and false eyelashes. Abigail Bres-
lin, twelve years of age when this 
was filmed, is Little Miss Sunshine 
with — sorry, they just keep pop-
ping up, from Jane Austen (Pride 
And Prejudice and Zombies) to Fox 
News (Glenn Beck and Zombies). 
The point is, Ms. Breslin is fine 
and her goofy, goody-two-shoes 
kid-smile still works, particularly 
in the context of — sorry, it has 
to be said — zombies.

After a few interesting zombie-
inspired variations on the tradi-
tional road movie, the little band 
of hardy survivors finally gets all 
the way to Los Angeles, indeed 
to Hollywood Boulevard, where 
the celebrity impersonators don’t 
look all that much different, de-
spite their conversion to zombie-

ism. Before they approach the 
amusement park destination that 
will function as the everything 
goes, big blowout final scene, 
our heroes, armed with a Star 
Map, decide to spend the night 
at a certain famous actor’s pala-
tial home in Beverly Hills. What 
follows may be the strangest plot 
twist since The Crying Game. 
This is an uncredited cameo role, 
for reasons that will be obvious 
once you’ve seen the movie, and 
word of the over-the-top, laugh-
out-loud bizarreness that occurs 
in the movie’s penultimate set-
piece will not be revealed in these 
pages.

Unless, its omnivorous edi-
tor having consumed a curiously 
tainted quarter-pounder, this 
publication becomes The Na-
tions Oldest Zombiepaper. Then 
all bets are off.

an attractive, easy-to-care-for 
yard? How about one that is en-
vironmentally friendly? You can 
learn some practical tips from 
Julia Peterson as the Gundalow’s 
Fall Contemporary Coastal Is-
sues Series continues Wednes-
day, October 14 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Great Bay Discovery Cen-
ter in Greenland, NH. Julia, an 

Extension Specialist with New 
Hampshire Sea Grant and the 
UNH Cooperative Extension 
service, will discuss where water 
pollution comes from and tell 
audience members how to assess 
their own property, while provid-
ing ideas to help make homes 
healthy for people, and for local 
waters. 

This Contemporary Coastal Is-
sues program is co-sponsored by 
the nonprofit Gundalow Com-

pany and the Great Bay Stewards 
(www.greatbaystewards.org).

Editor’s Note to Self
“The highest form of literary 

subtlety, in a corrupt social order, 
is to tell the plain truth.”

— Edward Abbey
Blatant Self-Promotion

We ran out of room last fort-
night before we got to this topic; 
we’ll not make that mistake this 
time. 

All the material included in the 

above “News Briefs” department 
continues, we believe, to buttress 
what has been our fundamental 
assertion since 1989, when we 
first wrested this venerable paper 
from the feeble grip of Kenneth, 
the 2nd Lord Thompson of Fleet: 
the great American experiment, 
which has been the primary fo-
cus of this paper for 233 out of 
our 253 years, is currently suffer-
ing from what might be called, 
if governance were a mechanical 

system, unnecessary friction or 
inefficiency. For simplicity’s sake, 
let’s call it “sludge.” 

Virtually all of that sludge 
is being emitted by a handful 
of media-owning corporations 
whose ultimate purpose is to 
pacify and confuse the vast bulk 
of humanity, so that their own-
ers may go on living in levels of 
luxury which would no doubt 
inspire the Founding Fathers 
(not to mention their wives and 
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The Change We Really Need
by William Marvel

Early last year I submitted to 
a relatively simple diagnostic 

procedure at the Mount Wash-
ington Valley Healthcare wing of 
Memorial Hospital. Through my 
wife’s employment I was covered 
by the infamous Anthem Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield insurance, but 
because of skyrocketing premi-
ums I had accepted a much high-
er deductible than previously, so 
I ended up paying for exactly 
half the cost myself. The confus-
ing, dueling bills from MWV 
Healthcare and Memorial Hos-
pital ultimately totaled $1957.60; 
after contractual reductions by 
the hospital and grudging pay-
ments from Anthem, I still had 
to pay $979.

Soon afterward, cutbacks in 
my wife’s benefits forced me to 
give up private health insurance 
altogether so she could still retain 
minimal coverage. I was eligible 
for VA care, however, so I began 
traveling to Manchester for rou-
tine checkups, and this August I 
underwent another of the same 
procedures that I had in North 

Conway the previous year. This 
time, my entire share of the cost 
came to an even $100.

Over seven years Anthem 
raked in around $50,000 for cov-
ering this family, and perhaps 
paid out a tenth of that in hos-
pital and doctor bills. Granted, 
some of the balance went to pay 
for the care of less healthy poli-
cyholders, but much of it also 
disappeared into insurance exec-
utives’ salaries, the vast insurance 
bureaucracy, and the dividends 
of company shareholders. That 
makes it all the more aggravat-
ing to realize that the very exis-
tence of health insurance enabled 
the disproportionate inflation of 
healthcare costs. The belief that 
someone else will pay has en-
couraged frivolous procedures, 
pharmaceutical gouging, and 
a pathological preoccupation 
with having every bump, bruise, 
or sneeze diagnosed by medical 
professionals.

With their billions of dollars in 
annual profits, health insurance 
companies are among the most 
powerful corporations in the 
United States. They can, and do, 

own much of Congress, which is 
why every professed attempt at 
healthcare reform always ends 
up including them. Republicans 
insist that only competition be-
tween private insurers will keep 
premiums low (as though com-
petition had kept them low thus 
far), while Democrats go even 
further to protect the insurance 
industry. The latest Democratic 
healthcare reform bills all de-
pend on mandatory insurance. 
Forcing every American to pay 
premiums to extortionist syn-
dicates like Anthem and Cigna 
will drive premiums lower, they 
promise — forgetting that au-
tomobile insurance premiums 
soared wherever states mandated 
it. Such “reform” will only reward 
the worst crooks.

Through such logic did our 
legislature recently reform public 
education by simply increasing 
the dropout age. No reform suc-
ceeds if the fundamental cause 
of the failure survives within the 
system. The only practical alter-
native to our insurance-domi-
nated healthcare seems to be the 
single-payer, nationalized system 

so dreaded by the pimps and 
puppets of the health-insurance 
lobby.

National healthcare has its 
own perils, not least of which is 
the moocher factor, but freeload-
ers are already feeding off the 
rest of us — some through un-
deserved public assistance, and 
some by absconding on their 
medical bills. Their numbers will 
not likely increase with publicly 
supported healthcare, but many 
a conscientious citizen would be 
saved from bankruptcy, or from 
premature death by untreated ill-
ness.

Only the wealthiest can afford 
the extraordinary care that those 
with subsidized insurance have 
come to expect, and some limits 
would have to apply, but most 
abuse and overuse could be con-
tained by escalating co-payments 
like those the VA charges. Over-
all costs would be controlled by 
public oversight, by economy of 
scale, and by both competition 
and cooperation among health-
care providers.

Those who resent the pricey, 
no-deductible health policies en-

joyed by many municipal employ-
ees might reflect how much they 
would save if public-employee 
unions no longer demanded ex-
orbitant health-insurance plans 
from property taxpayers. Their 
healthcare, as well as ours, would 
instead be covered through the 
less regressive avenue of federal 
taxes. Teachers would have the 
same plan as the rest of us, and 
would contribute to it, rather 
than having Cadillac care largely 
at the homeowner’s expense, and 
they could then claim some of 
those municipal savings in pay 
increases.

As much as some may complain 
about VA medical care, I find it 
at least as thorough, professional, 
and responsive as private practice. 
It’s burdensome to have to drive 
110 miles each way for most care, 
but not as burdensome as paying 
$10,000 a year in premiums and 
deductibles. A more convenient 
variety of the same government 
healthcare already covers the el-
derly, the disabled, the indigent, 
and the indolent; why can’t the 
average working American have 
it, too?

EXPERT 
infrared 
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Much like this paper,  
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and report our findings to you.
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3 continents covered:
North America, Europe, and Asia

mistresses) to revolt. Call them 
oligarchs, call them plutocrats, 
call them what you will: they’re 
the rich who are always getting 
richer. Two things keep us mer-
rily plugging along here at This 
Olde Rag, despite our being as 
mired in this existential night-
mare as anyone else:

1) our conviction that if we just 
keep at it, this very paper may 
someday develope the capacity to 

dissolve that noxious sludge, and
2) the continued support of 

our faithful readers.
We refer here to support in any 

of its myriad forms: regular sub-
scriptions, subscription renewals, 
gift subscriptions, and Support-
ing Subscriptions.

About 
Supporting Subscriptions

We have noticed there is still 
some lingering confusion about 

Supporting Subscriptions, which 
we’d like to try to clear up. 

We distribute this paper at 
about 150 distribution points 
scattered around the towns of 
the Piscataqua River basin: Do-
ver, Durham, Exeter, Newmar-
ket, Rochester, and, of course, 
Portsmouth. Our Google map 
at www.nhgazette.com/where-
you-can-get-the-gazette shows 
them all.

Our Supporting Subscription 
program is designed for people 
who find it convenient to pick up 
their paper at one of those loca-
tions. Supporting Subscribers 
pay the usual $25 per year. How-
ever, by picking up their own 
papers, Supporting Subscribers 
are able to effectively double the 
value their check represents, by 
saving us the expense of mailing 
to them.

Our Creative 
Postal Subscribers

Since we began making these 
more frequent confessions of 
neediness, a number of our regu-
lar subscribers have taken to add-
ing random amounts, whatever 
they’re comfortable with, to their 
subscription renewals. Whenever 
that happens, we get a special lit-
tle jolt of … of … we don’t even 
have a name for it, but we like it.
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Conspiracy Nuts
To the Editor:
I confess: I am now, and have 

been for seven years, a card car-
rying member of the Conspiracy 
Nut Network, or CNN. Although 
my comrades and I are now la-
beled “truthers,” by right wing 
worthies such as the exceedingly 
truculent Charlie Krauthammer, 
I prefer to be called a CNN’er. 
Charlie, forgive me, for I have 
CNN’d. 

On 9/11/09, (Concord Moni-
tor) Charles The Krauthham-
mer had this to say: “But on the 
eighth anniversary of 9/11 — a 
day when there were no truthers 
among us, just Americans struck 
dumb by the savagery of what 
had been perpetrated on their 
innocent fellow citizens — a de-
cent respect for the memory of 
that day requires that truthers, 
who derangedly desecrate it, be 
asked politely to leave. By every-
one.” Do I detect a hint of vio-
lence here?

Sorry Charlie, but what really 
needs to be asked is, what are 
you afraid of? The 9/11 Coverup 
Commission has been exposed 
for the insider fraud that it is. 
The fact that we were lied to by 
the FBI, CIA, White House and 
NORAD is what “derangedly 
desecrates” that day. We are not 
going to leave no matter how 
“politely” asked, so bring it on.

Of course, conspiracy nuts are 
not condemned because con-
spiracies do not exist (conspira-
cies have always existed, just ask 
Julius Caesar), but because we 

doubt the One True Conspiracy 
Theory of 9/11 (state dogma) re-
vealed to us by Our Great De-
cider. 

It is only a theory and goes 
something like this: Once upon 
a time, religious conservatives 
(living in caves built by the CIA) 
who “hate us for our freedoms,” 
decided to hijack airplanes in 
Boston, Newark, and Washing-
ton, D.C. and crash them into 
buildings, one of which is the 
most heavily defended building 
on the planet. 

Now, because these conser-
vatives prayed a lot, they were 
amazingly successful in their 
evil-doing. The “veil of protec-
tion” over America was lifted by 
Ameri-God, as his anger was 
kindled by the usual suspects 
(you know who you are): gays, 
women liberators, the ACLU 
and Charlie Sheen. 

Remarkably, without know-
ing how to fly, these conserva-
tives managed to fly (was Allah 
their copilot?) into most of their 
targets, including the Pentagon. 
Americans were “dumb struck” 
as they watched three buildings 
in New York City fall in a perfect 
footprint of themselves at virtu-
ally the speed of gravity. Build-
ing #7, not hit by a plane, came 
down in the same way at 5:20 in 
the afternoon — by the power of 
prayer no doubt. 

And so it came to pass, dumb-
struck America invaded two 
countries and killed thousands of 
innocent people who had noth-
ing to do with 9/11, but coinci-
dentally, were, “swimming in oil.” 
And the war profiteers lived hap-
pilly ever after.

Many of us conspiracy nuts 
claim that the government’s 
dogma is not just absurd, but im-
possible. It would have required 
more miracles than the amazing 
voyage of Noah’s Ark. Believing 
in the impossible is a bad habit. 
While our government expects 
us to strain out gnats and swal-
low camels, and “believe what we 

know ain’t so,” we are calling for 
a real independent investigation. 
Let’s roll!

Gary Walker
Campton, NH

4
Long Live the King!

To the Editor:
In our instant-replay, con-

temporary wwworld, perceived 
image is more important than 
form or substance. Maxwell 
Maltz suggests: “Our self image, 
strongly held, essentially deter-
mines what we become.” Re-
gaining [Thailand’s] once-upon 
well-established international 
reputation as Asia’s fave travel 
hotspot must again become a 
collective good, pro-active mat-
ter of civic-minded teamwork 
pride. A progressive Thai econ-
omy depends primarily on eco-
conscious tourism, high-quality 
exports, market-friendly invest-
ment and business confidence in 
order to prosper and expand. All 
sectors have suffered job layoffs 
and cutbacks which have stalled 
the sputtering engine of financial 
growth, undermined by divisive, 
self-serving petty politricks and 
unruly, chaotic protests polar-
izing the urban-rural divide and 
scaring off potential visitors.

Most travelers’ dominant im-
pressions relive visits to colorful 
temples, pristine beaches, coral 
reefs and floating markets while 
experiencing tasty culinary of-
ferings, affordable accommo-
dations, health spa massages, 
diverse cultural attractions and 
gracious, happy-go-lucky hos-
pitality. Unfairly branding “The 
Land of the Free” SSS (Sea, Sex 
& Sun) must be replaced by fair-
minded, objective media cover-
age and transparent government 
policies which ensure safe and 
secure knowledge-based futures, 
expanding equal rights educa-
tional opportunities for each and 
every citizen.

His Majesty the King has 
stressed the need to rectify Thai-
land’s tainted image in the eyes 

of the international community 
by instituting emergency rescue 
measures to keep the sufficiency 
economy afloat and help influ-
ence growth. Concerned patri-
ots should join together to sup-
port the call to encourage Thai 
people in all provinces to sing 
the national anthem at 6 p.m. ev-
ery evening, broadcast live until 
December 5th, to promote rec-
onciliation, unity and respectful 
devotion to their beloved coun-
try. Long Live the King!

Dr. Charles Frederickson
Bangkok, Thailand 

4
A Cheaper Way?

To the Editor:
Wouldn’t it be cheaper to re-

locate the Jews to Germany, 
or even Ethiopia, rather than 
get into another war? Even if 
it meant rebuilding a replica of 
their “Holy Temple” — the only 
rationale I know of for their be-
ing there now.

Forget about the billions we 
have spent on Israel for years, 
because all that will be peanuts 
compared to an all-out war with 
Iran. 

Iraq has cost us one trillion 
dollars “on the books” so far, and 
will cost another trillion to fin-
ish and take care of our wounded 
troops and worn-out equipment.

Iran will be even more costly 
than Iraq and Afghanistan com-
bined, especially since it will 
drag in other countries on both 
sides. And $200 plus-a barrel oil 
couldn’t come at a worse time 
for us, or the recovering world 
economy. 

So, moving Israel to a more 
congenial geographic location 
seems a far cheaper alternative. 
And it would solve several other 
problems that have been fester-
ing for the decades since Eng-
land and America established 
the Jewish State after WW II.

Otherwise, sooner or later, the 

religious nuts on both sides and 
war-mongering profiteers here 
will prevail and bring on the 
“End Times” ” for real! 

Chris Lane Gray
Monticello, AR 

4
For More Force Protection

To the Editor:
Once again, Congresswoman 

Carol Shea-Porter is stepping 
forward to protect our military. 
On Sept. 1st, Adam Hermanson 
died after being electrocuted in a 
shower inside the Green zone in 
Baghdad. Hermanson was an Air 
Force veteran who completed 
three tours in Iraq before going 
to work there for a Department 
of Defense contractor. Herman-
son is the 19th U.S. Soldier or 
contractor to die from electrocu-
tion in Iraq since 2003.

According to Jeremy Scahill in 
Rebel Report, Shea-Porter along 
with Illinois Representative Jan 
Schakowsky wrote a letter call-
ing on Defense Secretary Rob-
ert Gates to fully investigate the 
circumstances regarding Her-
manson’s death. Shea-Porter 
and Schakowsky were joined in 
requesting an investigation by 
Senate Majority leader Harry 
Reid and Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton. 

This incident is not the first 
time Shea-Porter has acted to 
protect our troops from negligent 
contractors. Last June, she placed 
language in the 2010 National 
Defense Authorization Act re-
quiring the Secretary of Defense 
to prohibit incentive payments to 
defense contractors found guilty 
of causing serious injury or death 
by gross negligence. 

Earlier this year, Shea-Porter 
introduced the Safety in Defense 
Contracting Act, which prevents 
defense contractors from gain-
ing government contracts for five 
years if they are found guilty of 
causing serious injury or death by 
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gross negligence of government 
personnel. 

It’s bad enough that our mili-
tary faces the dangers of the bat-
tlefield. It’s even worse when our 
troops are harmed by people who 
are supposed to be helping them. 
Shea-Porter has worked hard to 
reduce that risk

Liz Jones
Londonderry, NH

4
The Creative Mr. Semprini

To the Editor:
Over the last week, most of the 

claims made in Wayne Semprini’s 
creative letter [to the Portsmouth 
Herald] about a [ Jeb] Bradley 
town meeting in Rye held in 
June 2005 have been revealed by 
several eyewitnesses to be false. I 
can shed some light on the one 
claim left standing. I was at the 
Rye meeting and, later on, when 
Carol Shea-Porter’s campaign 
started the next year, I helped on 
it.

I know that Carol Shea-Porter 
did not have any supporters in 
June 2005 because she did not yet 
have a campaign. Though there 
were tough questions, there was 
no disruption at the meeting. If 
there had been, it certainly would 
not have been by her “supporters” 
because she had none yet. At that 
time, she was a private citizen 
and attended as such.

When she returned from her 
volunteer work for the Katrina 
victims in early October, 2005, 
she began to consider a run, but 
there was no campaign and no 
formal announcement until Feb. 
6, 2006, and no supporters until 
after that date. Please note that 
Ms. Shea-Porter’s campaign 
was not to start for another 8 
months!

As far as I can tell, other than 
the fact of his role as moderator, 
Mr. Semprini invented his letter 
out of whole cloth. He has a duty 
to his fellow citizens not to mis-

lead them by inventing his facts. 
He is entitled to his opinions and 
interpretations of the facts, but 
not — as the Soviets used to do 
— to rewrite history and invent 
his own facts. 

Jane Hoffman
Rye, NH

4
On the Road to Recovery

To the Editor:
While the economy was in the 

worst recession since the Great 
Depression, thanks to the stimu-
lus package passed by President 
Obama and supported by New 
Hampshire Democrats, things 
have begun to stabilize. Federal 
Reserve Chairman Ben Bernan-
ke has declared the recession to 
be over, and the stock market has 
risen 3300 points from its lowest 
point. 

This economic upturn is par-
ticularly true in the Granite state 
where unemployment is 3 per-
cent points lower than the rest 
of the country — making New 
Hampshire among the top 10 
states in terms of employment. 

After years of Republican ne-
glect and mismanagement of 
our economy, Democratic Con-
gresswoman Carol Shea-Porter, 
Congressman Paul Hodes and 
Senator Jeanne Shaheen, work-
ing with President Obama, are 
working hard to put the coun-
try and our state on the road to 
recovery and are starting to see 
results.

Jack Cochrane
Barrington, NH 

4
Overdue Maintenance

To the Editor:
Thanks to New Hampshire‚s 

Democratic Congressional del-
egation the state has the funding 
it needs to invest in the state’s 
infrastructure — creating good 
jobs while improving the state’s 
roads and bridges. 

While the New Hampshire 

Republican Party stood in the 
way of job creation through the 
fixing of our roads and bridges, 
Congresswoman Carol Shea-
Porter, Congressman Paul Hodes 
and Senator Jeanne Shaheen 
supported the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act. It’s 
because of this leadership that 
the airport access road project is 
ahead of schedule and coming in 
under budget, 750 miles of New 
Hampshire roads are being re-
surfaced, and hundreds of good 
jobs have been created.

Lenore Patton
Hampton, NH

4
Let’s Get Educated

To the Editor:
Congresswoman Carol Shea-

Porter recently played a vital role 
in passing through the House the 
Student Aid and Fiscal Respon-
sibility Act. This bill not only in-
vests $77 billion in education, but 
also provides that money without 
increasing taxes by ending subsi-
dies to private lenders that make 
federal loans. 

In addition, Shea-Porter suc-
cessfully inserted language in 
the bill that will save 200 jobs 
at the New Hampshire Higher 
Education Assistance Founda-
tion (NHHEAF). NHHEAF 
is a private, non-profit agency 
that for 45 years has helped our 
students gain access to college, 
in part by servicing their loans 
at much lower rates than those 
available from other sources. 

This notable achievement 
gained scant attention in the 
newspapers. We are just coming 
out of a deep recession which has 
forced many families to make 
tough decisions about education. 
In some cases, capable students 
simply could not afford the cost 
of college.

Shea-Porter’s efforts will help 
to pry open the door to higher 
education for many deserving 
people.

Salme Perry
Rollinsford, NH

Government: 
In Our Faces 24/7

To the Editor: 
Legislative summit — sounds 

impressive. Till you realize it 
is nothing more than a secre-
tive attempt to organize for an 
income tax in New Hampshire. 
Susan Almy and Terrie Norelli 
have pushed the tax issues onto 
us with such fervor during the 
last two legislative sessions they 
figure since that isn’t enough, we 
have no alternative but an in-
come tax.. Why isn’t it enough? 
Because they callously overesti-
mated revenues in order to pass 
new spending bills and spending 
increases knowing the spend-
ing could not be balanced with 
phony revenue estimates. Have 
you increased your spending at 
home in the face of this down 
economy? Have you arbitrarily 
given yourself a raise because you 
jacked up your spending lately? I 
don’t think so.

But the liberal progressive 
democrat members of the leg-
islature do not care what you 
think or how you are forced to 
conserve. Otherwise they would 
not have approved and passed 31 
new taxes and fees that the lib-
eral progressive democrat (sic) 
party has foisted on the citizens 
of New Hampshire. For example 
they believe if you want to own a 
car you have to pay the govern-
ment more to register it, to license 
yourself to drive it, to inspect it, 
to gas it. If you want to dine out, 
you have to pay the government 
a greater meals tax; if you want 
to fish in the ocean you have to 
pay the government a new tax; if 
you want to own a boat, you have 
to pay the government more to 
register it, to transfer it, to use it 
on a lake. If you want none of the 
modern necessities or amenities, 
you don’t have to pay the govern-
ment. You can live outside on the 
ground as the pioneers did a cen-
tury ago. The liberal progressive 
democrat (sic) party has decided 
the government doesn’t have 

enough money and demands 
more of ours. Complete and total 
arrogance.

The government is in our faces 
24/7 as it is. We do not need any 
more taxes, especially an income 
tax.

John Sangenario
Hampton, NH
John:
Don’t you feel better, now that 

you’ve got that off your chest?
Seriously, we’d like to know: Are 

you among the lucky few with a 
personal income of half a million 
bucks a year or more? Do you have 
several million socked away, gener-
ating what the IRS calls “unearned 
income?” We sure hope so, because 
otherwise, you’re being played for a 
sap by those who do.

The reason you can’t turn around 
without getting whacked with a fee 
for this or a fee for that is that the 
state is currently unable to tax in-
come — which is no accident. That’s 
the way the high-income, high-in-
fluence muckety-mucks like it. The 
closer things get to a flat-tax kind 
of arrangement, the smaller the bite 
on the big guys, and the bigger the 
bit on the little guys.

Mel Thomson, ex-governor, 
and Bill Loeb, ex-publisher of the 
Union Leader, worked long and 
hard to brainwash you into taking 
their side, and you fell for it.

Unless, as we said, you’re a mil-
lionaire. No offense, but we find 
that a bit difficult to imagine.

Well, we don’t know about you, 
but we sure feel better now that we 
got that off our chest!

The Editor

427-2919 

“We’re worth the trip.”
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Everything for the traveler
. . . except the tickets!

7 Commercial Alley
(1/2 block from Market Square)
Historic Downtown Portsmouth

Phone: (603) 431-5556

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

1:58

Tibetan 
Buddhist Study

Portsmouth  
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338

4:18

4:09

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork
Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh • Lucy Bloomfield

Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua River. 
Depending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, or 
the fourth fastest-flowing navigable river 
in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gallons 
of salt water from the ocean, up the 
river, into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, it 
could be replaced with 2,125,000 tanker 

trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a roving 

hydraulic conflict as incoming sea and 
outgoing river collide. The skirmish line 
moves from the mouth of the river, past 
New Castle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial Bridge, 
past the tugboats, and on towards Great 

Bay. This spectacle can best be seen when 
the chart below shows the tide rising. 
A good place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 
to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 

Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this is 
from Bow Street, up by St. John’s church. 
Look up the river, from one of the little 
parking lots between the buildings. 
(Don’t try to drive or park there, that 
won’t work.) You’ll see a red buoy, at 
the upstream end of Badger’s Island, 

bobbing around in the current. That buoy 
weighs several tons, is nine feet wide, 
and it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its placid 
moments, around high and low tides. 
Often when the river rests, its tugboats 
and drawbridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in heavily laden with coal, 

oil, and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memorial 
Bridge.

10:35

4:38

9:55

10:56

5:09

4:16

11:25

10:42

2003—Red Sox pitcher Pedro 
Martinez gives Yankee coach Don 
Zimmer a shove, knocking him to 
the ground.
2001—Citing “certain informa-
tion,” the FBI warns of a terrorist 
attack in “the next several days.” It 
fails to materialize.
1991—Anita Hill testifies that 
her former boss, Supreme Court 
Justice-to-be Clarence Thomas 
sexually harassed her.
1983—In Bryant, Maine, the last 
hand-cranked phones in the U.S. 
are taken out of service.
1960—Nikita Khrushchev em-
ploys footwear to make his point at 
the podium of the UN.
1954—The Viet Minh take over 
North Vietnam.
1945—Mao and the Red Army go 
to war against Chiang Kai-Shek’s 
alleged government.
1906—The City of San Francisco 
decrees that Japanese children must 
go to segregated schools.
1868—Thomas A. Edison gets his 
first patent, for an electric vote re-
cording machine.
1811—The Juliana, the first steam-
powered ferryboat, begins operat-
ing between New York City and 
Hoboken, New Jersey.
1809—At a tavern called Grinder’s 
Stand explorer Meriwether Lewis 
cuts his wrists and shoots himself 
twice—according to the official 
version of events.

2004—Thieves break into Lucas 
County Democratic Party HQ 
in Toledo, OH, taking computers 
holding essential information.
2000—In the port of Aden, Yemen, 
the destroyer U.S.S. Cole is badly 
damaged, and 17 sailors are killed 
by a terrorist bomb aboard a small 
boat coming alongside.
1972—Forty-seven men are in-
jured during a race riot aboard the 
U.S.S. Kitty Hawk.
1970—Lieut. William Calley is 
court-martialled for killing 102 ci-
vilians in My Lai.
1969—Navy nurse Susan Schnell 
drops anti-war leaflets from a plane 
onto a CA military base.
1961—The FBI launches a “Social-
ist Worker Disruption Program.”
1960—Otoya Yamaguchi, 17, a 
right-wing ultranationalist, fatally 
stabs Inejiro Asanuma, leader of 
the Japanese Socialists, with a 
sword during a televised debate.
1945—Cpl. Desmond Doss, an ex-
medic and conscientious objector, 
becomes the first non-combatant 
to receive the Medal of Honor.
1917—The First Battle of Pass-
chendaele is conducted: 13,000 Al-
lied casualties, no advance.
1902—Mine owners in Pana, Il-
linois import strike-breakers; 
violence ensues; 14 die and 25 are 
wounded.
1492—A lost European begins op-
pressing native Americans.

2004—George W. Bush claims 
during a televised debate, “Gosh, 
I don’t think I ever said I’m not 
worried about Osama bin Laden. 
That’s kind of one of those exag-
gerations,” directly contradicting 
his own statement of March 3, 
2002 that he’s “not that much con-
cerned about him.”
1991—A lie detector test suggests 
Anita Hill is telling the truth about 
Clarence Thomas.
1972—Seventy-five years after the 
land for it was allocated, the Burns 
Paiute Indian reservation in Or-
egon is created.
1972—A plane carrying a Uru-
guayan soccer team crashes high 
in the Andes, leading to culinary 
experimentation.
1812—U.S. Gen. Van Rensselaer 
sends a troop of regulars across 
the Canadian border; those who 
aren’t shot are forced to surrender. 
A troop of U.S. militia then refuses 
orders to invade.
1754—Molly Pitcher is born in 
New Hampshire.
1660—“I went … to see Major 
General Harrison hanged, drawn, 
and quartered,” writes Samuel 
Pepys in his diary. “He was looking 
as cheerful as any man could do in 
that condition.”
1307—Under orders from King 
Phillip “the Fair,” every Knight 
Templar in France is arrested. La-
ter they’re all tortured, too.

2001—Delta Flight 458 (Atlanta-
Newark) is diverted to Charlotte 
after two praying Orthodox Jews 
are mistaken for terrorists.
1982—Ronald Reagan declares 
“War on Drugs.”
1978—Jimmie Carter legalizes 
home brewing of beer.
1968—27 soldiers are arrested at 
the Presidio for protesting condi-
tions in the stockade. The same 
day the Pentagon announces that 
24,000 troops will be going back 
to Vietnam for a second tour—
involuntarily.
1962—A U-2 flying over Cuba 
photographs medium-range bal-
listic missile sites being built.
1947—Two broken ribs be 
damned: Chuck Yeager breaks the 
sound barrier.
1943—Prisoners in the Sobibor 
extermination camp revolt, kill-
ing many of their SS officers and 
guards. Half the 600 prisoners es-
cape the camp under fire.
1919—Forbidden to discuss their 
pay by Vanity Fair, Robert Bench-
ley and Dorothy Parker wear signs 
stating their salaries.
1912—Anarchist William Shrenck 
shoots Teddy Roosevelt in the 
chest and later says “any man look-
ing for a third term ought to be 
shot.” Roosevelt, bleeding, delivers 
a 90 minute speech.
1864—The New Orleans Tribune, 
America’s first black daily, begins.

2004—Jon Stewart appears on 
CNN’s “Crossfire” and begs Tucker 
Carlson to “stop hurting America.” 
Less than 90 days later CNN an-
nounces the show is over.
1991—The Senate confirms Clar-
ence Thomas as an Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court.
1974—To great fanfare but little 
effect, Gerald Ford’s “Whip Infla-
tion Now” campaign begins.
1966—Huey Newton and Bobby 
Seale form the Black Panther Party 
for Self-Defense.
1965—David Miller becomes the 
first to publicly burn his draft card 
in Vietnam War protest.
1959—A nuke-laden B-52 and 
a fuel-laden KC-135 collide over 
Kentucky; we get off easy.
1923—The Senate begins inves-
tigating suddenly prosperous Sec. 
of the Int. Albert Fall, a Republi-
can, who leased the Navy’s Teapot 
Dome oilfield to a friend.
1917—Exotic dancer Mata Hari, 
convicted of spying for Germany, is 
shot by a French firing squad.
1892—After convincing Crow In-
dians to give up 1,800,000 acres for 
$0.50 an acre, President Benjamin 
Harrison opens the land to whites.
1860—Grace Bedell, 11, writes to 
Abraham Lincoln and suggests he 
quit shaving.
1815—Former Emperor Napoleon 
Bonaparte is introduced to British 
hospitality on St. Helena.

2000—Missouri Governor Mel 
Carnahan dies in a plane crash but 
goes on to defeat John Ashcroft in 
the November election for Senate.
1976—Billboard lists Disco Duck as 
the #1 song.
1973—Henry Kissinger somehow 
gets the Nobel Peace Prize.
1972—House Majority Leader 
Hale Boggs (D-LA), Rep. Nick 
Begich (D-AK), and several others 
disappear during an airplane flight 
in Alaska.
1968—Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos raise Black Power salutes at 
the Mexico Olympics.
1962—At breakfast, President John 
F. Kennedy finds he’s got a Cuban 
Missile Crisis on his plate.
1920—In New York, more than 
30,000 Great War veterans march 
to demand a bonus.
1869—Well-diggers in Cardiff, 
New York unearth what seems to 
be a ten-foot tall petrified man. The 
“Cardiff Giant” is later found to be 
a tobacconist’s hoax.
1859—Abolitionist John Brown 
attacks Harper’s Ferry.
1814—Ruptured vats in a London 
brewery release 323,346 gallons of 
beer, drowning 7.
1715—Daniel Fowle is baptized at 
First Church of Boston.
1660—John Cooke, who had pros-
ecuted King Charles I for treason 
in 1649, is drawn and quartered for 
the same crime under Charles II.

2006—George W. Bush signs the 
Military Commissions Act, habeas 
corpus be damned.
2003—The day after the Yankees 
win the pennant, a New York Post 
editorial congratulates the Red Sox 
for winning the pennant.
1999—Lissa Roche commits sui-
cide after confessing she had a 19-
year affair with her father-in-law, 
George Roche III, the president of 
Hillsdale College, “the most con-
servative college in America.”
1973—OPEC shuts the tap.
1966—The anarchist collective 
“The Diggers” holds its first free 
feed in San Francisco.
1927—Harry F. Sinclair’s trial for 
conspiracy in the Teapot Dome 
scandal begins. It ends two weeks 
later when it’s revealed Sinclair has 
hired detectives to shadow the jury.
1888—Thomas Alva Edison 
files a patent for an “Optical 
Phonograph”—a movie camera.
1874—Pioneering photographer 
Eadweard Muybridge fatally 
shoots Major Harry Larkyns, his 
wife’s lover. He’s later acquitted.
1871—President Grant suspends 
the writ of habeas corpus.
1781—After Yorktown, British 
General Cornwallis surrenders; the 
Revolution is won.
1777—British General “Gentle-
man Johnny” Burgoyne surrenders 
at Saratoga; the course of the Rev-
olution has changed.

2004—Ortiz’s 2nd walk-off homer 
in a day wins Game 5 for the Sox.
2003—The president of Bolivia is 
driven out of office (and country) 
by disgruntled peasants tired of his 
knuckling under to corrupt inter-
national energy companies. 
1984—Six days after shooting 
himself in the head with a blank 
.44 Magnum round on a movie set, 
actor Jon-Erik Hexum is taken off 
life support and dies.
1973—RIP Walt Kelly.
1939—Birth of Lee Harvey Os-
wald.
1929—The Canadian gov’t declares 
women are “persons.”
1927—IWW strike closes Colo-
rado coal mines.
1898—Puerto Rico is colonized by 
the U.S.
1867—We get the deed to Alaska 
from the Russians.
1860—British troops burn the im-
perial summer palace of the Man-
chu emperors towards the end of 
the Second Opium War.
1854—At a meeting in Ostend, 
U.S. ministers to Spain, France and 
Germany declare Cuba indispens-
able to U.S. security interests and 
recommend to President Franklin 
Pierce that he purchase it. Sicily 
beats him to it.
1748—The Treaty of Aix-la-
Chapelle is signed, giving Louis-
burg back to the French, angering 
the New Englanders who took it.

2005—Saddam Hussein goes on 
trial in Baghdad for crimes against 
humanity and Bushes.
2004—Riot police maintain order 
long enough for the (bloody) Red 
Sox to beat the Yankees 4 to 2 in 
Game 6 of the ALCS.
2000—George W. Bush says at 
the Al Smith Memorial Dinner, 
“This is an impressive crowd, the 
haves and the have-mores. Some 
people call you the elite. I call you 
my base.”
1987—The stock market drops 22 
percent on “Black Monday.”
1982—Automaker J. DeLorean is 
arrested with 59 lbs. of coke.
1962—Air Force General Curtis 
LeMay recommends direct mili-
tary intervention in Cuba.
1960—Pres. Eisenhower slaps a 
trade embargo on Cuba.
1936—Watertown, Mass. becomes 
the first town to fingerprint its high 
school students.
1864—The town of St. Albans, 
Vermont is attacked by twenty 
Confederate cavalrymen riding 
south from Canada. They rob three 
banks and escape with more than 
$200,000.
1856—Bare-knuckle fighters James 
Kelly and Jack Smith go at it for 6 
hours 15 minutes in Melbourne.
1849—Elizabeth Blackwell be-
comes the first American woman 
with an MD.
1745—RIP Jonathan Swift.

2005—Sen. Judd Gregg wins 
$853,492 in the Powerball lottery 
the same day he votes against in-
creasing home heating assistance.
2004—The Red Sox come back 
from a 3 game deficit and become 
the American League Champions, 
beating the Yankees 10 to 3 at Yan-
kee Stadium.
1990—Rallies are held in 22 
American cities protesting the im-
pending Gulf War.
1983—The feds recognizes the 
Mashantucket Pequots, paving the 
way for a gargantuan casino.
1973—After Attorney General 
Eliot Richardson and Deputy A.G. 
William Ruckelshaus both refuse 
on principle to comply with Presi-
dent Richard Nixon’s order to fire 
Special Prosecuter Archibald Cox, 
Solicitor General Robert Bork, who 
is not so encumbered, complies.
1947—HUAC opens hearings on 
commie influence in H’wood.
1936—“The Long March” ends, 
two years after it began.
1922—In Dayton, Ohio, Army 
Lieutenant Harold R. Harris be-
comes the first man to successfully 
parachute from a disabled plane.
1895—Birth of Gaston Leval, 
Spanish anarchist.
1854—Birth of Arthur Rimbaud.
1842—Commodore Thomas Jones, 
USN, attacks Monterey in the mis-
taken belief that the U.S. is at war 
with Mexico. He then apologizes.

1975—In the 12th inning, New 
Hampshire’s own Carlton Fisk 
waves the ball fair, and the Red Sox 
win Game 6 of the World Series.
1967—Yippies, Diggers, Hippies, 
&c., attempt unsuccessfully to levi-
tate the Pentagon.
1965—President Lyndon Johnson 
flashes his gall bladder scar for the 
photographers.
1957—Captain Harry Cramer, 
14th Special Forces Operational 
Detachment, becomes the first 
American soldier killed in Viet-
nam. His death is an accident.
1954—The Indiana Boxing Com-
mission rules that boxers and wres-
tlers must swear under oath they 
are not Commies before they can 
fight in the Hoosier State.
1874—Birth of Charles Ives.
1861—Sen. Edward D. Baker (R-
OR), in his capacity as a Colonel 
leading a brigade at the Battle of 
Ball’s Bluff, becomes the first and 
last U.S. Senator killed in battle.
1837—Under a flag of truce, 75 
Seminoles are captured and im-
prisoned by U.S. troops at Ft. Pay-
ton, Fla.
1835—For saying “all men are cre-
ated equal,” Wm. Lloyd Garrison 
is paraded through Boston with a 
rope around his neck.
1797—The U.S.S. Constitution is 
finally launched in Boston on the 
third try, christened by Captain 
James Sever of Portsmouth.

1985—The last surviving Kickapoo 
Indians are given the right to live 
on their ancestral lands after being 
kicked off 140 years earlier.
1964—The Atomic Energy Com-
mission explodes a 5-kiloton atom-
ic bomb 2,700 feet underground, 
and ten miles west of Purvis, MS.
1963—His last request, for an in-
jection of LSD, fulfilled, Aldous 
Huxley dies.
1962—JFK announces a naval 
blockade of Cuba.
1929—“I know of nothing fun-
damentally wrong with the stock 
market,” says President of New 
York’s National City Bank.
1909—Female garment workers 
strike in New York. A judge tells 
arrested pickets, “You are on strike 
against God.”
1907—The Knickerbocker Trust 
Company goes belly-up, setting off 
the Panic of 1907.
1885—Bored with poetry, Arthur 
Rimbaud decides to run guns for 
King Menelik of Shoa.
1861—The first transcontinental 
telegraph begins operation.
1844—The third time fails to be a 
charm as William Miller’s proph-
ecy of the end of the world proves 
to have been inaccurate.
1834—A fire to get rid of a huge 
mass of ancient wooden tally sticks 
once used for bookkeeping gets out 
of hand and burns Britain’s Houses 
of Parliament to the ground.

2001—The day Congressman James 
Sensenbrenner (R-WI) introduces 
the senseless USA PATRIOT Act, 
Justice official James Yoo writes a 
memo saying the President need 
not obey existing laws.
1999—Asked why he hasn’t cam-
paigned more in New Hampshire, 
George W. Bush says “The impor-
tant question is, how many hands 
have I shaked?”
1983—Suicide bombers kill 241 
U.S. Marines and sailors in Leba-
non, on Ronald Reagan’s watch.
1975—Workers at the Nevada test 
site drop a nuclear weapon core 40 
feet. It doesn’t explode, so only 11 
workers are injured.
1973—Eight articles of impeach-
ment are introduced in the House 
against President Nixon.
1962—With SAC at DEFCON 
2, JFK and aides debate whether to 
bomb Cuban SAM sites if any U.S. 
planes are shot down.
1954—Pres. Eisenhower autho-
rizes direct U.S. aid to South Viet-
nam, bypassing the French.
1775—The Continental Congress 
prohibits the enlistment of blacks 
in the Army.
1739—Britain declares war on 
Spain over Robert Jenkins’ ear.
425—Flavius Placidius Valentini-
anus, age 6, becomes Emperor.
4004 BC—God begins creat-
ing Earth, according Archbishop 
James Ussher.

2001—After carefully not read-
ing it, the House passes the USA 
PATRIOT Act. The “yeas” include 
145 Democrats.
1989—Ostentatiously devout pas-
tor Jim Bakker is sentenced to 45 
years for swindling his flock. No 
jail time for diddling his secretary, 
though.
1960—A single switch in the 
wrong position at the Baikonur 
Cosmodrome prematurely ignites 
the second stage of a Soviet R-16 
ICBM. The resultant explosion and 
fire kills more than 100 scientists 
and technicians.
1962—Soviet ships reach the Cu-
ban quarantine line, but do not 
cross.
1947—Walt Disney tells Congress 
which of his employees he thinks 
are commies.
1944—U.S.S. Tang is accidentally 
sunk by one of her own torpedos; 
78 men perish.
1929—The irrational exuberance of 
the 1920’s stock market undergoes 
a correction on “Black Thursday.”
1901—U.S. Marines landing in the 
Philippines are exhorted by “Hell-
Roaring Jake” Smith: “I wish you to 
burn and kill; the more you burn 
and kill, the better it will please 
me.”
1754—Future New Hampshire Ga-
zette founder Daniel Fowle is jailed 
for publishing a pamphlet entitled 
The Monster of Monsters.


