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News Briefs:

You Can't Tell the Combatants Even With a Scorecard

The Fortnightly Rant

Really Criminal Justice
The Obama Administration 

recently went before the U.S. 
Supreme Court and sided with 
two former Iowa prosecutors 
who argued that citizens have 
“no constitutional right not to be 
framed.” At times like these, the 
impossibility of communicating 
with the dead seems especially 
cruel. We would give almost any-
thing to hear Patrick Henry’s re-
sponse to this assertion.* 

The tables have certainly 
turned for Joseph Hrvol and 
David Richter over the last 32 
years. In July of 1977, when they 
worked in the Pottawattamie 
County, Iowa prosecutor’s office, 
they ignored a likely suspect in 
a murder investigation, coached 
and dangled reward money in 
front of a witness they knew to 
be a liar, arrested two African-
American teenagers almost at 
random, hid evidence that could 
have helped exonerate them, and 
sent them to prison for life. 

Now Hrvol and Richter are 
the ones being pursued. Terry 
Harrington and Curtis McGhee, 
grown men now after 25 years in 
prison, have chased them all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

But Hrvol and Richter have 
one more ace in the hole: before 
Harrington and McGhee get jus-
tice, they will have to overcome 
the Obama Justice Department.

One night in July, 1977, some-
body used a 12-gauge shotgun to 
kill John Schweer, a retired po-
lice captain working as a night 
watchman for a car dealer in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Assistant 
County Attorney Joseph Hrvol, 
though he had not yet been as-
signed to the case, was by his own 
admission “intensely involved in 
the investigation” of the murder. 
County Attorney David Richter, 
Hrvol’s boss, had been appointed 
just a year earlier and would have 
to win an election the following 

year to keep his position.
The Council Bluffs police had 

“more than a dozen” suspects 
early in the investigation, accord-
ing to a decision by the Eighth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. Har-
rington and McGhee were not 
among them. The lead suspect 
was one Charles Gates. Four wit-
nesses said they had seen Gates 
— a suspect in a murder com-
mitted 14 years earlier — near 
the scene  around the time of the 
murder. News accounts say Gates 
was a white man, related by mar-
riage to a captain in the local fire 
department. While hooked up 
to a polygraph machine, Gates 
denied owning a shotgun and 
denied shooting Schweer. The 
polygraph said he was not telling 
the truth. 

But instead of focusing on this 
promising subject, the investiga-
tors shifted their focus to Har-
rington and McGhee, a pair of 
African-American teenagers. 
Harrington, for what it’s worth, 
was the captain of his football 
team and was being considered 
for a scholarship to Yale. 

“The primary witness relied 
upon in bringing charges against 
McGhee and Harrington,” the 
Eighth District wrote, “was 
Kevin Hughes, a 16-year old 
with a long criminal record.” 
Council Bluffs detectives be-
gan interrogating Hughes — 
who had originally been picked 
up in a stolen Cadillac — about 
two months after Schweer’s 
murder. For his help in the inves-
tigation, they said, he would not 
be charged for Schweer’s killing, 
he would get help with other 
pending criminal charges, and he 
might even get a $5,000 reward.

More motivated than he was 
truthful, Hughes offered up the 
name of a man who, he claimed, 
had confessed to the kill-
ing. Some details of that story, 
though, were at odds with known 
facts. The detectives told Hughes 
he was lying. Hughes offered 
them another suspect. That man’s 

alibi checked out. Only then did 
Hughes implicate McGhee and 
Harrington.

Hughes had trouble with other 
aspects of his testimony as well. 
The murder weapon began as 
a pistol, then morphed into a 
20-gauge shotgun.  Finally, af-
ter the investigators let Hughes 
know a 12-gauge shell was found 
near the body and he was given a 
tour of the crime scene, his tes-
timony meshed with the evi-
dence.

“At trial,” the 
Eighth District summed up, 

“the state’s cases were based upon 
the testimony of: (1) Hughes, (2) 
the two other teens arrested with 
Hughes in the stolen Cadillac, 
(3) two other friends of Hughes, 
and (4) jailhouse informants who 
testified Harrington confessed 
while housed with or adjacent to 
them. McGhee and Harrington 
were found guilty in separate 
trials and sentenced to life.” The 
Court neglected to mention that 

the jury was all-white.
The two men would still be in 

prison if not for a chance conver-
sation in a parking lot between 
members of Harrington’s family 
and a prison barber, Anne Dana-
her. Danaher began digging into 
the case, turned up suppressed 
police reports that contradicted 
the prosecutor’s case and revealed 
the existence of another suspect. 
The new evidence was enough to 
have the convictions thrown out, 
and the two men were released. 

In 2005, Harrington and 
McGhee went after a little jus-
tice of their own and began try-
ing to sue prosecutors Richter 
and Hrvol. So far the legal 
system has not served them 
any better than it did back in 
the late 1970’s. 

Prosecutors have absolute im-
munity from civil lawsuits for 
acts committed in the perfor-
mance of their duties, but inves-
tigators do not. Harrington and 
McGhee argue that Hrvol was 
acting not as a prosecutor but 
as an investigator and Richter, 
his supervisor, was fully aware of 
the shady nature of the “investi-
gation.” Their case is now before 
the Supreme Court. If they can’t 
get justice there, they won’t get it 
anywhere.

According to National Public 

Radio’s Nina Totenberg, Stephen 
Sanders, who represented the two 
prosecutors, argued before the 
court that prosecutors “shouldn’t 
have to worry at trial about being 
sued or else they would ‘flinch’ 
and ‘not introduce evidence.’ “ 

Totenberg reported that As-
sociate Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
“seemed incredulous” at that ar-
gument, and asked if prosecutors 
shouldn’t just flinch, but “stop 
when they believe evidence is 
fabricated?”

No doubt prosecutors and judg-
es would argue that it is already 
illegal to manufacture evidence 
and frame an innocent person. If 
a prosecutor gets caught with his 
hand in the evidence locker, it’s 
up to the authorities to prosecute 
and that should be an adequate 
deterrent. But authorities may 
or may not be motivated enough 
to do so. The one person whose 
motivation to seek justice could 
surely be counted on would be 
the person framed.

Attorneys General from 27 
states and the District of Co-
lumbia joined the Justice De-
partment in filing amici briefs 
in support of Hrvol and Richter. 
Whatever the result may be in 
Washington, we are pleased to 
report that New Hampshire was 
not among them.

As press time approached, the 
Obama Administration had yet 
to issue its revised strategy for 
Afghanistan — or, as the foreign 
policy hipsters are now calling 
the overall catastrophe, Af-Pak. 
It had better do so before too 
much longer, though. If the Af-
Pak problem becomes any more 
complex, opaque, or convoluted 
it’s going to seize up like a two-
dollar watch.

According to the Huffing-
ton Post, the U.S. Army recently 
threatened to ship servicemem-

ber Alexis Hutchinson to Af-
ghanistan, to be court-martialed 
on charges of missing her de-
ployment to — Afghanistan. 
A 21-year-old single mother, 
Hutchinson missed shipment 
November 5th because her plans 
to have the child stay with his 
grandmother in Oakland fell 
through. At last report Hutchin-
son was under arrest at her base 
in Georgia. After being placed in 
a county foster care system, the 
child is now in Oakland with his 
grandmother.

As the military fights with its 
own troops just to get them to the 
war zone to be prosecuted for not 
going to the war zone, The Nation 
reports that a significant part of 
the Taliban’s financial support is 
coming from the Pentagon. 

“In fact,” wrote Aram Ros-
ton, unnamed “U.S. military of-
ficials in Kabul estimate that a 
minimum of 10 percent of the 
Pentagon’s logistics contracts — 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
— consists of payments to insur-
gents.” 

A Pentagon spokesman gave 
The Nation a somewhat different 
take on the topic. Officially, the 
generals are “aware of allegations 
that procurement funds may find 
their way into the hands of in-
surgent groups, but we do not 
directly support or condone this 
activity, if it is occurring.” They 
ought to keep that bit of boil-
erplate filed under “Implausible 
Deniability.”

On Veterans Day McClatchy 
Newspapers reported a story that 
had to bring back memories for 

some who served in Vietnam, 
describing a “notorious bazaar 
full of chow and supplies bought 
or stolen from the vast U.S. mili-
tary bases,” including a “nearly 
waist-high, three-deep wall of 
boxed food that apparently had 
been destined for military chow 
halls. There were cases of pre-
cooked cheddar gravy sausage 
biscuits (forbidden to Muslims, 
who don’t eat pork), and dozens 

* If this had happened under the previous 
administration it would not be news, but 
we seem to remember some use of the term 
“change” during the election.
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South Street and Vine

Wine for the table, not for the cellar.

Sunday through Thursday: 11 am - 6 pm
    Friday and Saturday: 9 am - 6 pm

359 Marcy St • 430-2984

Great Jewelry
Imported Soaps

& Bath Comforts
65 Market Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 431-0694

Featuring
Skagen Watches &

Dr. Hauschka Skin Care
Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH

3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

Market Square Jewelers
Your neighborhood jeweler since 1989

Estate Jewelers • Buy, Sell, & Trade
Loose Gems • Antique Restoration • Repairs
Gold • Silver • Costume • Bead Restringing

22 Market Street
Newburyport

(978) 465-8313

12 Market Square
Portsmouth

(603) 430-9587

454 Central Avenue
Dover

(603) 740-9587

City-funded contractors have completed their work, and pedestrians may 
now make the mid-block transit from Penhallow Street to Market in style, 
comfort, and safety. Wet shoes and awkward slips are things of the past; 
the drainage problems which for so long created those hazardous conditions 
have been eliminated. It is only a matter of time until those who do not 
habitually use this quaint passageway begin to rail at City Councilors, 
demanding tax rebates used for a purpose they do not support.

of flats of the Otis Spunkmeyer 
muffins and white chocolate 
macadamia cookies that soldiers 
often get at mealtime.”

Meanwhile, members of the 
Pakistan franchise of the Taliban 
brand — admittedly, not a source 
in which we’d put much confi-
dence — claimed on Tuesday 
that Xe Services, the mercenary 
force formerly known as Black-
water, is behind the recent ter-
rorist attacks in that country.

The ultimate responsibility 
for this unholy mess rests in the 
Oval Office. The conventional 
wisdom holds that President 
Barack Obama has “owned” the 
war in Afghanistan since back 
in the spring, when he fired the 
former commander, Gen. David 
McKiernan, and replaced him 
with Gen. Stanley A. McChrys-
tal. The new commander has all 
the attributes Americans like to 
see in a man in charge of a war: 
fit, self-assured, and fluent in the 
military jargon that so impresses 
people with authoritarian streaks. 

General Westmoreland would be 
proud. 

McChrystal was asked to pro-
vide an assessment of the situa-
tion in Afghanistan to aid in the 
development of a new strategy. 
He delivered his report at the 
end of August saying, like every 
general before him in the history 
of warfare, he wanted more men. 
Three weeks later Bob Wood-
ward published the report in The 
Washington Post. Among those 
suspected of leaking the assess-
ment: McChrystal himself. The 
leak certainly seemed to suit his 
purposes. Like no general since 
Douglas MacArthur, McChrys-
tal has been using the press to 
put pressure on his own com-
mander. 

Earlier this month the U.S. 
Ambassador to Afghanistan 
(and former Lieutenant Gen-
eral) Karl Eikenberry sent Presi-
dent Obama some cables recom-
mending against sending more 
troops, unless and until Afghan 
president Hamid Karzai takes 
effective steps to reduce corrup-
tion. 

That is one hell of a qualifier. 

Transparency International, a 
non-profit that tracks relative 
levels of government corruption 
around the world, just released 
its 2009 Corruption Perceptions 
Index. Last year Afghanistan 
was one of the world’s five most 
corrupt countries. This year it 
surpassed Haiti, Iraq, and Myan-
mar. Only Somalia — which can 
barely be said to have a govern-
ment at all — is more corrupt.* 

Eikenberry’s assessment set 
him entirely at odds with Mc-
Chrystal, of course. Though he 
and McChrystal don’t see eye-
to-eye on strategy, there is an 
obvious tactical symmetry at 
work. Somehow the three most 
powerful newspapers in this 
country, The New York Times, The 
Washington Post, and the Los An-
geles Times, all got their hands on 
Eikenberry’s secret cables. And 

to think the Obama campaign 
had a reputation as a remarkably 
tight ship. 

As Obama continues to weigh 
and, apparently, re-weigh his op-
tions, Republicans have accused 
him of dithering. For some rea-
son they have yet to make use 
of the standard epithet for an 
indecisive man: comparing him 
to Hamlet. Surely they are famil-
iar with Shakespeare’s Prince of 
Denmark. Perhaps they suspect 
that their base is not.

Two weeks from now. when 
our December 4 paper comes 
out, the U.S. military will have 
been in Afghanistan longer than 
the Soviet Red Army.

R.I.P., Harry Patch
For the first time, the world has 

observed the anniversary of the 
Armistice of November 11, 1918 
without any living survivors of 
the war that ended on that day.

Henry John “Harry” Patch 
was drafted into the Duke of 
Cornwall’s Light Infantry. An 

assistant Lewis gunner, he was 
wounded in the Battle of Pass-
chendaele. He later served as a 
non-combatant in World War 
II. Patch died on July 25, having 
lived 111 years, one month, one 
week, and one day.

“I could never understand,” he 
said later, “why my country could 
call me from my peacetime job 
and train me to go to France and 
try to kill a man I never knew. 
Why did we fight? I asked myself 
that, many times.”

Our Modest Contribution 
to Veterans Day 

“For me,” Harry Patch once 
said, “November 11 is just show 
business.”

With all due respect to Harry, 
in a world where wars are still 
“supported” — and are some-
times begun — by those who 
have previously avoided fighting 
themselves, it seems appropri-
ate to express gratitude to those 
who serve. And what better way 
to express appreciation for those 

A reader recommends:

1510 AM on your radio dial

“A village cannot reorganize  
village life to suit the village idiot” 

Frank Schaeffer,  
author of Crazy For God

The Fortnightly Quote, from A Reader:

* One might hope that Libertarians would 
take note of this relationship between the 
absence of government and the presence of 
corruption, but probably in vain.
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Always faithful, members of the local veterans community march in Ports-
mouth’s 2009 Veterans Day parade. The parade begins on Deer Street, 
at the Emerson Hovey Post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, marches up 
Bridge Street past the Frank E. Booma Post of the American Legion, then 
proceeds to Goodwin Park. By our estimate, this parade was no more than 
five percent as long as the Halloween Parade, which took place eleven days 
earlier. Entry requirements were, of course, somewhat higher. 

who served, than by assembling 
a list of those who did not serve, 
but called for others to serve in 
their place?

With that in mind, we have 
been toiling in the digital back-
ground for the past six months 
to fulfill a pledge we made sev-
eral years ago: with the able 
and cheerful help of local code-
warrior Andy Gagnon, we have 
built a new and much-improved 
replacement for our old Chick-
enhawk Database. 

In honor of Harry Patch and 
everyone else who served, will-
ingly or not, our Chickenhawk 
Hall of Shame went live at www.
nhgazette.com/chickenhawks 
shortly before November 11. 

Twenty new chickenhawks 
have been added. All 132 have 
been identified under our new 
taxonomy of sub-species:

Common Chickenhawks are 
individuals whose were of an age 
to serve in times when there was 
no draft, and the nation was at 

peace.
A Chickenhawk First Class is 

one who was of an age to serve in 
times when there was a draft, and 
the nation was at peace. 

A Chickenhawk First Class 
with Distinguished Fleeing 
Cross is one who was of an age to 
serve in times when there was a 
draft, and the nation was at war. 

We have also added mug shots, 
some of which are rather enter-
taining.

Finally — for now — we have 
added a feature that lets visitors 
to the website nominate chick-
enhawks who have not yet been 
listed. We have Andy (webde-
velopment.andregagnon.com) 
hammering on some additional 
features to be revealed later.

David Ignatius: 
Chickenhawk

One prime example of a 
Chickenhawk First Class with 
Distinguished Fleeing Cross is 
Washington Post columnist David 
R. Ignatius.

David turned 18 in 1968 — 
the year of the Tet Offensive. 
That year, 296,406 men were 
drafted. Not David. 
He went to Harvard. 
At the time, his daddy 
was Secretary of the 
Navy under Lyndon 
Johnson.

On Veterans Day, 2009, this 
distinguished and deeply expe-
rienced individual wrote in the 
Washington Post — did we men-
tion that David’s daddy had also 
been a top-level muckety-muck 
at the Washington Post? — that 
the U.S. military is “healthy” and 
“may be the most resilient part of 
American society right now” — 
“in better shape than the political 
class that sent them to war.” This, 
we are told, is because they are 
“anchored to the American bed-
rock,” and fed ample quantities 
of “eggs and bacon, ham, patty 
sausages and link sausages.”

Ignatius scooped up all 
this inside information while 

“travel[ing] for 2 1/2 weeks re-
cently with U.S. Central Com-
mand,” at the elbow of the infal-
lible General David Petraeus.

A bit of career advice, Dave: ask 
the librarian in the Post’s morgue 
to bring you the file on Mitt 
Romney’s dear papa George.

New Hampshire Man 
Shuts Down U.S. Senate

Earlier this month, a New 
Hampshire man inadvertently 
shut down the U.S. Senate for 
nearly an hour.

Everett Koop, a Hanover resi-
dent and former Surgeon Gen-
eral, typed a letter to Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
NV), put it in a hand-addressed, 
unstamped envelope, and gave 
it to his friend Sen. Orin Hatch 
(R-UT) to deliver. Hatch hand-
ed the letter to a staffer, who later 
dropped the letter into a mailbox 
outside Reid’s office. A Senate 
postal clerk notified a Reid staffer 
about the un-stamped, hand-ad-
dressed envelope, and the post-

anthrax security process kicked 
in. Hallways were closed off and 
hazardous materials technicians 
called in to open the envelope.

Koop, 93, was reported to have 
been amused by all the tumult.

Editor’s Note to Self
“Any intelligent fool can make 

something bigger, more compli-
cated, and more violent. It takes 
a touch of genius to move some-
thing in the opposite direction.”

— A. Einstein
Onward and Sideways

In addition to the Chicken-
hawk Hall of Shame, our web-
site (www.nhgazette.com) has 
another improved feature. Our 
Subscription system has been 
rebuilt from the ground up. The 
final step still takes place on Pay-
Pal’s secure server, but the process 
is now less confusing. 

And, we have implemented 
Digital Subscriptions. For $15 a 
year, subscribers will be able to 
download PDF files of the cur-
rent paper
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SARAH PELLERIN

603  659  8770

56 Route One Bypass
Kittery, Maine
207.439.1133

JACKSON’S HARDWARE

100 YEARS STRONG

Active French School
French Classes. 

All Levels, All Ages

603.430.2020

www.activefrenchschool.com

When “the Army we had” was sent to war,  
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now. And a few of them could use a hand.
The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program provides  
permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment services  

for homeless veterans who would not be able to live independently  
without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and pans,  
or other household goods. VASH can accept these items, and  

distribute them to veterans who need them.
Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,

at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov

Please do not attempt to read this. The type is way too small. You could strain your eyes. And there’s no content here anyway.

Northcountry Chronicle

Selective Paranoia

Madore Electric
Residential & Commercial  

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 895-9286

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 431-4516

Local Craftsmanship

by William Marvel

The death penalty is all the 
rage these days. So is the 

upgrading of misdemeanors to 
felonies, and the escalation of 
state-level felonies to federal 
crimes. Soon we’ll be able to save 
millions on our district courts, be-
cause every violation will become 
a felony, and ultimately we can 
abolish our superior courts, too, 
when every felony falls to federal 
jurisdiction. Ah, yes, Congress 
and our legislatures have the an-
swer to every problem.

Home-invasion murders have 
become the latest target for New 
Hampshire proponents of state-
inflicted euthanasia. No one 
thought of that back in the ‘70s, 
when the Troy Boys murdered a 
Greenfield doctor in his home, 
or when a Hanover couple was 
killed by intruders in their home, 
nearly a decade ago. Nothing 
seemed to trigger the public’s 
spirit of vengeance until a few 
weeks ago, when a Mont Ver-
non woman was butchered and 

her daughter maimed during a 
break-in at their residence. The 
resulting media frenzy created 
another celebrity victim, which 
nowadays always leads to a new 
law to protect “special” citizens 
— like kids, or cops. The rest of 
us don’t warrant extra protection.

The lurking irony is that, not 
so many years ago, the invasion 
of an occupied New Hampshire 
home traditionally involved a de 
facto death sentence at the hands 
of the homeowner. Ask some-
one who has lived here 50 years 
or more, if you can find anyone. 
Probably no one can recall an in-
stance of it, because home inva-
sions were unheard of, and that’s 
precisely why. The deterrent ef-
fect of that custom seems to have 
atrophied in recent years, largely 
from the immigration of new 
residents who fear the very pres-
ence of a gun. Abhorring firearms 
as they do, those folks apparently 
prefer that the state impose a 
death sentence to punish a mur-
der, rather than reaffirming the 
homeowner’s right to use deadly 

force to prevent one.
Contradictory reasoning typi-

fies the campaign to eradicate 
violence and danger in our soci-
ety. Our maximum-security high 
schools sound battle stations 
whenever a kid shows up with a 
jackknife in his pocket, but the 
daily banging of heads on the 
football field is celebrated and 
encouraged, despite the mount-
ing evidence that repeated head-
bashing contributes to premature 
dementia. You can’t fight a bully 
in the hallway anymore, but he 
can give you a concussion on the 
football field and win a round of 
applause for it. But of course I 
forget the tremendous character-
building capacity of football: we 
see it in the cocky poses, the jut-
ting jaws, and the upthrust index 
fingers of our championship-
team photos. Locally, of course, 
we’ve seen further evidence of it 
in the police blotter.

Our General Court seems 
particularly vulnerable to this 
twisted logic of the safety-and-
security lobby. About a decade 

ago the state increased the penal-
ties for passing a stopped school 
bus to something like the am-
putation of a hand; I’m sure the 
current crop of solons would be 
glad to stiffen the consequences 
even more if some late-for-
work carpenter tried to pass a 
bus driver who keeps stopping 
but just won’t pull over (on the 
Stark Road, for instance, at about 
6:50 a.m.). That same legisla-
ture, however, dares not address 
our worst road hazards by rais-
ing the driving age or banning 
drivers from using cell phones. 
Allstate Insurance continually 
publicizes the sharply reduced 
highway fatalities in states that 
have bumped the driving age up 
just a year, let alone two, while it’s 
also becoming increasingly clear 
that cell phones are positively 
deadly for the motoring public. 
Still, our representatives waffle, 
wasting their legislative time and 
political capital on fringe issues 
like transgender protection.

Now we must come to a com-
plete stop for the school bus, the 

better to enjoy watching some 
16-year-old saunter safely across 
the road in front of us before he 
hops into a jalopy and rockets 
off to town at the speed of light 
while checking his phone mes-
sages. Now we can only dive for 
the ditch when the soccer mom 
comes careening around the 
corner on the wrong side of the 
road, nearly spilling her precious 
cargo out of their seatbelts while 
having a cell-phone fight with 
Daddy. Soon, though, we may 
have the comfort of knowing, as 
we sit at home hiding from these 
perils, that if someone breaks in 
and kills us they will fry for it — 
assuming anyone ever finds out 
who did it.

4
Note: Our 

readers get an ex-
tra helping of the 
“ Nor th c ount r y 
Chronicle” this fortnight because 
our moving picture reviewer, Rod-
man Philbrick, is taking the fort-
night off. We expect him back next 
time.

drugs more affordable, by closing 
the Medicare doughnut hole. We 
have gone into debt because of 
the times we have fallen into the 
doughnut hole. I think it’s wrong 
when you’re in the doughnut 
hole you must keep paying your 
premiums but get no benefits in 
return. Can you imagine buying 
a meal at a restaurant but only 
getting an empty plate?”

My thanks to Congresswoman 

Shea-Porter for her hard work in 
creating health care legislation 
which will benefit Ms. King and 
others who are either without 
health insurance, paying exorbi-
tant rates, or receiving inadequate 
medical care.

Penny Voyles
Sanbornville, NH

4
Public Muzzled by State 

Reps Mitchell and Eaton
To the Editor:
State Representatives Bon-

nie Mitchell and Daniel Eaton 

refused to allow the public to 
utter a word of comment at the 
Cheshire County Delegation 
meeting held Saturday, Novem-
ber 14, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Maplewood Nursing Home in 
Westmoreland. According to 
some Reps. present, the meet-
ing was to discuss the Nursing 
Home and the County Farm. For 
unknown reasons, discussion of 
the County Farm was also barred 
from discussion by Mitchell, who 
chaired the meeting.

A stunned public audience 
who had sat quietly and patiently 
for an hour and a half was sup-
ported by State Reps. Tim Rob-
ertson and Steve Lindsey, who 
called for a vote on this “denial 
of democracy.” Here in the “Live 

Free or Die State,” seven elected 
representatives of the people, 
including Mitchell and Eaton, 
voted to deny the public an op-
portunity to speak at this “public” 
meeting. The identical number 
voted for the right of the public 
to speak. 

That such a vote was even en-
tertained in the state with the 
first Constitution and one of the 
strongest sunshine laws in the 
nation is itself remarkable.

Did seven State Reps. act in 
violation of law? Here’s what the 
New Hampshire Constitution 
and state statute say about par-
ticipatory democracy:

91-A:1 Preamble. – Openness 
in the conduct of public business 
is essential to a democratic soci-

ety. The purpose of this chapter is 
to ensure both the greatest pos-
sible public access to the actions, 
discussions and records of all 
public bodies, and their account-
ability to the people. 

91-A:2 Meetings Open to 
Public. – III (d) Any meeting 
held pursuant to the terms of this 
paragraph shall comply with all 
of the requirements of this chap-
ter relating to public meetings, 
and shall not circumvent the 
spirit and purpose of this chapter 
as expressed in RSA 91-A:1.

New Hampshire State Con-
stitution, Article 8: All power 
residing originally in, and being 
derived from, the people, all the 
magistrates and officers of gov-
ernment are their substitutes and 
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The Absolute Last Tomatoes
by William Marvel

Nearly half a century ago I 
bought a paperback novel 

in Mr. Demmerit’s paper store, 
on the corner of the Bolduc 
block in Conway. I’ve forgotten 
the title and the author, but it 
opened in the Midwest around 
1912. An old man was living 
with his widowed daughter and 
her young son, but when the 
daughter married an abusive 
alcoholic, the old man and his 
grandson left home together. The 
boy took the comforter from his 
bed. The grandfather took the 
drum he had carried during the 
Civil War, with which he hoped 
to derive a sympathetic living by 
tapping out wartime drum calls 
on street corners. They spent 
their first night riding in a rail 
car, and when they emerged in 
the morning the old veteran said 
they would have to travel light, so 
they left everything behind but 
the drum. The boy glanced back 
at his comforter and realized that 
it was the final link to the life he 

was leaving, thinking to himself 
that “this is the last—the abso-
lute last ….”

Our kitchen windowsill 
has provided us with a simi-
lar reminder of finality this fall. 
Thanks to two straight summers 
of steady rain, our garden has 
provided but few tomatoes that 
failed to rot before they ripened. 
Two summers ago we harvested 
a few, but then the monsoon be-
gan, and this year the rains came 
early and stayed long, so it was 
August before the ground dried 
out enough to produce anything. 
We thought the tomato crop was 
lost again, but to our surprise 
the raised beds allowed enough 
of them to survive that we col-
lected about a peck. Some have 
since rotted, but others ripened 
nicely on the windowsill and we 
have been savoring them slowly, 
slicing them as thin as we can. 
They are, after all, very special 
tomatoes.

David Emerson, who was for 
about two decades the director of 
the Conway Historical Society 

and for many years the keeper of 
the Henney History Room, was 
also a devoted and inspired gar-
dener. His house reminded me 
of a hermit’s hovel—minimally 
serviceable for shelter, but sur-
rounded with a riot of vegeta-
tion, with flowers and vegetables 
flourishing in myriad pots rang-
ing from palm-sized to gigantic. 
Once upon a time he hosted gar-
den parties in a little arboretum 
in the yard, but later the trees and 
bushes took over that corner and 
began to surround the house.

After David came down with 
cancer, four or five years ago, 
most of the flora had to take 
care of itself, but he still tended 
the pots. He continued to grow 
seedlings in a big way, and bed-
ding plants became his favorite 
form of barter. Anyone who did 
favors for him, and had a garden, 
could depend on a few flats in 
the spring, and he would solicit 
a wish list around February or 
March. Our preference was al-
ways for tomatoes, and we usu-
ally scored a dozen or fifteen Ro-

mas and Sweet One Hundreds.
Having watched most of our 

tomatoes drown the previous 
year, last spring we planted some 
in raised beds and some in buck-
ets, so they could be moved un-
der cover. We transplanted the 
buckets into the raised beds once 
the sunlight returned, and they 
produced most of that final peck. 
By closely watching the ther-
mometer we managed to cover 
things during that one stray frost 
of late September, and we were 
still picking tomatoes well into 
October.

By then David had been dead 
about six weeks. We sent him 
off with the high theater that 
he requested, snugly tucked into 
a Donald Blue ceramic vase se-
curely sealed with duct tape—
duct tape being good for just 
about anything, except to tape 
ducting.

Now, presumably, David lies 
in the cemetery in Stow, Maine, 
along with his ancestors, includ-
ing one Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
whose parents appreciated hu-

mor more than philosophy. So 
there will be no flats of Romas 
or Sweet One Hundreds next 
spring, unless we clear away the 
furniture in that south-facing 
room and start sprouting them 
ourselves. Therein lies the dis-
tinction of those tomatoes that 
sit ripening, and occasionally 
moldering, on our kitchen win-
dowsill. They are the last—the 
absolute last ….

agents, and at all times account-
able to them. Government, there-
fore, should be open, accessible, 
accountable and responsive. 

I hope the residents of Cheshire 
County will remind Mitchell 
and Eaton that they are public 
servants, not royals.

Pam Martens
Westmoreland, NH 

4
It Doesn’t Exist

To the Editor: 
I have been so disgusted with 

Rep. Carol Shea-Porter and Sen. 
Jeanne Shaheen as they com-
pletely disregard our concerns, 
and vote for gov’t takeover of 
health care against our wishes. 
I have been unemployed for 11 
years. I’ve been taxed out of the 

job market. Every hour I work, I 
take home about $2/hr and give 
the politicians more than six. I 
have been watching my husband 
struggle with the bills alone. The 
money just does not exist in our 
house for the increased cost. Not 
to mention, I don’t want some 
silly bureaucrat I don’t even 
know meddling in my health 
care decisions. Yeah, well, so 
what. Rep. Shea-Porter and Sen. 
Shaheen just blithely indulge in 
their fondest daydreams of how 
life should be and keep sticking 
people like us with the bills. They 
have no heart. 

Jennifer Cyr
Rochester, NH
Jennifer:
You’re unemployed, but working 

for $2 an hour, and paying $6 an 
hour in taxes. Somebody is confused. 
We’re not sure it’s us.

The Editor
4

Geographic Payment 
Inequities Resolved

To the Editor:
I was pleased to learn from 

her newsletter that Congress-
woman Carol Shea-Porter has 
been successful in inserting lan-
guage into the health care bill 
recently passed by the House 
that will help fix the geographic 
payment inequities in Medicare. 
New Hampshire is one of the 
states where medical care provid-
ers are paid significantly less for 
Medicare services than they are 
in other regions of the nation.

This payment increase will 
not only help New Hampshire 
health care providers, but also, 
ultimately, the patients that they 
treat. As always, Congresswom-
an Shea-Porter is looking out for 
the “other 99 percent of us.”

Henry M. Smith
Durham, NH

4
We Need Knights

To the Editor:
Watch and listen to the 24/7 

buzz about Sarah Palin’s book 
tour and it opens the door a little 
to why we were so easily led into 
Iraq and why we’re about to com-
mit to staying in Afghanistan for 
many years more.

Today’s “journalists” aren’t go-
ing to get off their backsides to 

do the real work necessary to get 
to the bottom of a story of real 
import.

Let’s face it, today we don’t 
know what all was done in our 
name as a nation under the last 
administration. We also don’t 
know what we are about to do 
and how much harm we may be 
in for … make that will be in for, 
since President Obama does not 
know what the CIA and Pen-
tagon are really up to, anymore 
than Bill Clinton, Jimmy Cart-
er, or even JFK were allowed to 
know. 

As we go blindly into the dark, 
dark night where oh where are 
our Knights to shine light …

Chris Lane Gray
Monticello, AR
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Bestani Claims Shea-Porter 
is Trying to Buy Votes

To the Editor:
I am much concerned that there 

is now an organized effort to 
“thank” Carol Shea-Porter for her 
efforts to pass the current health 
care bill recently passed by the 
U.S. House of Representatives. I 
believe this shows the true intent 
of this measure which is to buy 
more votes for the Democratic 
Party. As a former management 
and financial consultant at Price-
waterhouseCoopers and now as 
a Visiting Scholar at Stanford 
University let me say that this 
bill will have precisely the op-
posite effect. It will substantially 
increase the cost of health care to 
the average American. Of course 
we need health care reform. The 
cost of health care in America is 
far too high and is growing at an 
alarming pace. But, this bill does 
nothing to address the core prob-
lem. The measures needed to cut 
costs are not addressed. It merely 
adds tens of millions of people on 
the back of the already inefficient 
system which will incur the built 
in waste, currently estimated at 
30 percent of all expenditures. At 
the same time, by the simple laws 
of supply and demand, it will 
immediately spike up the price 
of health care across the board. 
While extremely important, 
Government is wholly inefficient 
at providing goods and services; 
the private sector is far more ef-
ficient at this. We need to stop 
asking the public sector to take 
on the provision of more and 

more goods and services and find 
ways to free up the private sector 
to do the job. In so doing we will 
have better services and smaller 
government — thus reducing the 
overall size of government. 

Bob Bestani, Candidate, 
1st Congressional District 
Newmarket NH
Bob: 
According to the Bedford Bulle-

tin (Sept. 30), you told Republicans 
in that town at a breakfast two 
days earlier that “Congress was the 
broken branch of government where 
a ‘one-trick pony’ can get into office 
on a ‘shoeshine and a smile.’” 

If you meant that to refer to the 
First District’s incumbent, perhaps 
you should read some of the let-
ters we run, not just count them. 
Ms. Shea-Porter seems to be get-
ting things done for the district, 
and pleasing her constituents in the 
process.

But perhaps you were referring 
to your opponent, Mayor Guinta, 
the darling of the National Repub-
lican Congressional Committee. It 
must have smarted, when the big 
boys backed a gritty local mayor in-
stead of a Virginia gentleman and 
member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations like yourself.

As for your vaunted experience as 
a management and financial con-
sultant, we have to ask: haven’t you 
guys done enough damage already?

The Editor
4

Bestani and Guinta
To the Editor:
Republican congressional can-

didate Bob Bestani has repeat-
edly offered to debate Frank 
Guinta, his Republican primary 
opponent. Bestani proposes that 
the two candidates meet once a 
month until the primary and on 
each occasion debate a different 
issue. Guinta has consistently re-
fused Bestani’s challenge to de-
bate.

On Saturday, Nov. 7, Guinta 
held a public meeting on health 
care reform, a perfect time for 
the two candidates to discuss 

their views openly. Unfortu-
nately, Guinta refused to allow 
Bestani to take the stage with 
him, only permitting Bestani to 
attend the event as a member of 
the audience.

In reply, Bestani sent an e-mail 
to Mike Biundo, Guinta’s cam-
paign manager. Bestani wrote in 
part, “I have repeatedly suggested 
that Frank and I actually discuss 
the issues side by side. Unfortu-
nately, Frank keeps rejecting the 
offer. Elections are essentially 
about “comparison shopping” for 
the electorate. I can only think he 
is reluctant to debate me for fear 
that he would not show well in 
such a comparison. If he is truly 
confident of his views and posi-
tions, I would imagine that he 
would be eager to demonstrate 
this in front of an open audience 
— especially since his poll num-
bers are dropping.”

I agree with Bestani that the 
public would be well served by an 
open debate between two candi-
dates who seek to represent all of 
us in Congress.

Hiram Connell
Somersworth, NH 

4
More Hate Mail

To the Editor:
I just finished my Mo’s (sic) 

sub while watching the Patriots 
game — and still found time to 
read the November 6th edition 
of the New Hampshire Gazette. I 
really liked the “Grand Marshals 
Report” — especially the com-
ment: “when you are at the head 
of the parade … it’s not easy to 
sense what’s going on behind 
you.” 

Might I suggest that will be an 
excellent epitaph for the Obama 
Administration? We are less than 
a year into it, but after three plus 
more years, this will be perfect 
epitaph!

While I am on a roll, let me also 
comment that now that we have 
passage of the house “PelosiCare” 
bill, I will be looking forward to 
reading the future letters to the 

editor from the “CSPS” (Carol 
Shea Porter Syncophants) who 
continually bombard your paper 
at her request. At some point, 
they will tell us we should ap-
preciate the increase in taxes and 
loss of free (sic) we will surely ex-
perience. By that time, it will be 
too late for a mass, arm-locked 
kumbaya-singing parade through 
downtown Portsmouth. 

Doug DeSilva
Hampton, NH 

4
That Amendment

To the Editor:
I was surprised to read (Nov. 6) 

that you think the intent of the 
Second Amendment was to “as-
sure that citizens could ... keep 
their own government honest.” 
Do you mean that the authors 
wanted citizens to shoot their 
representatives instead of wait-
ing for the next election?

I thought the purpose of the 
amendment was always pretty 
clear and simple; after all it’s only 
one sentence. The intent was to 
have a “well-regulated militia” 
— just like it says — at a time 
when the fledging nation had no 
standing army and would have to 
rely on civilians to defend against 
any attacks by foreign armies or 
angry natives.

John Irvine 
via the Intertubes
John:
They weren’t advocating the ran-

dom subsitution of bullets for bal-
lots, no. But they were dead serious 
about overthrowing a government 
that could not be fixed. See Article 
Ten of the New Hampshire Con-
stitution.

The Editor
4

Historic Legislation
To the Editor:
Last Saturday evening, the U.S. 

House of Representatives passed 
historic legislation that will rem-
edy many of the problems in 

our broken health care system. 
I am so proud that our member 
of Congress, Carol Shea-Porter, 
voted for the bill and rejected the 
forces of the status quo.

The Affordable Health Care 
for America Act will cover most 
of our uninsured so that 95 per-
cent of Americans have access to 
affordable health care coverage. 
It helps those who already have 
health coverage through their 
employers by making coverage 
more affordable and by institut-
ing insurance market reforms, 
thus ending abuses such as de-
nial for pre-existing conditions. 
It will strengthen Medicare and 
help our seniors by closing the 
prescription drug “donut hole” 
and eliminating co-pays for pre-
ventive procedures.

Congresswoman Shea-Porter 
supported this bill not because 
it is perfect but because it will 
provide long-needed security to 
middle class constituents. They 
will no longer have to worry 
about losing health care cover-
age due to a change in their em-
ployment status. Moreover, none 
will have to fear facing medical 
bankruptcy because they will be 
protected from this calamity by 
the provision that caps annual 
out-of-pocket costs. It will mean 
so much when health insurance 
coverage cannot be taken away 
just when it is most needed.

Now the Senate needs to do its 
part and pass a companion bill. I 
hope that Senators Shaheen and 
Gregg will also deliver health 
care reform for the people of 
New Hampshire.

Joan Jacobs
Portsmouth, NH

4
Porque?

To the Editor:
The era of a “Representative” 

Government, of and for the Peo-
ple, has died. The era of a “New 
Form of Representation,” of and 
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for the current group of polical 
bosses who have turned a deaf 
ear to the concerned citizens of 
this once proud nation, has taken 
its place. The concerns regarding 
the seizure of a health care deliv-
ery system that is the envy of the 
world are valid; cost to the tax-
payers, solvency of the govern-
ment program, practical means 
of knowing that the taxpayers’ 
money is not wasted on an enor-
mous bureaucracy rather than 
on patient services, lack of un-
derstanding the scope and con-
sequences of a 2,000-page bill of 
lobbyist-inspired language, and 
so much more! Hopefully the 
wise men and women of the Sen-
ate will recognize that the busi-
ness of government is to govern 
and protect the citizens, not to 
add more burden to an “over-
burdened” health care system.

Mark R. Lawson
Rochester NH
Mark:
“A health care delivery system 

that is the envy of the world?” Do 
you have access to a mental health 
care professional?

The Editor
4

The Boss Weighs In
To the Editor:
Carol Shea-Porter, you have 

been warned! In the real world 
there are consequences to poor 
job performance. When your 
boss tells you to do something 
and you flat out refuse, you are 
terminated. Congresswoman 
Shea-Porter, you are being put 
on notice for insubordination. 
We the people have told you that 
we do not want a government 
take-over of health care and you 
have flat out refused to represent 
our wishes in Washington, which 
is what you have been hired to 
do. You have one year to improve 
your job performance and if by 
November 2010 you have not 
turned your performance around, 

you will be terminated. 
Carla Rogers
Employer of C. Shea-Porter
Portsmouth, NH
Carla:
Please — dial down the self-es-

teem. Ms. Shea-Porter is responsible 
to 617,575 other people in addition 
to you. She’s there to do the most 
good she can for the largest number 
of them — not follow the arbitrary 
dictates of those who make the most 
noise. You and the relatively small 
number who share your vitriolic 
opinions are in no position to dic-
tate how she votes. 

The Editor
4

Put Patriots In Charge 
To the Editor:
During the era of the 1940’s 

and 50’s when I was a teenager 
growing to young manhood I 
could not have been more proud 
of our country, our citizens and 
our government. We had broth-
ers and fathers in the services 
fighting for our survival; we had 
mothers and sisters working in 
defense plants making the weap-
ons of war we needed to win with 
and we had teenagers serving as 
air raid wardens, scrap metal 
collectors and airplane spotters 
while participating in controlled 
practice blackouts. Gasoline, 
tires, butter, eggs were rationed 
and we all gladly did our part 
because we were proud to be a 
part of a country and a cause we 
believed in.

In grammar school each Friday 
we sang America the Beautiful, 
My Country ‘tis of Thee, God Bless 
America and The Star Spangled 
Banner. When VJ Day arrived in 
August of 1945 we all had a feel-
ing of relief we had finally beaten 
the enemy that savagely attacked 
us and was determined to wipe 
us out.

What has happened to our 
country of the 40’s and 50’s? 

Our patriotism of old has been 

corrupted by the political class. 
Politicians have become lob-
byists for themselves who care 
nothing about the well being of 
our country. Today the enemy is 
within in the form of liberal, pro-
gressive democrats (sic) who are 
determined to destroy our mid-
dle class and make it subservient 
to government. Every day they 
assault our traditional values, our 
economic base and our religious 
convictions. Quite an ambitious 
agenda for a tyrannical minority 
that represents 14 percent of the 
population.

It is time to put patriots in 
charge again and it starts with 
the elections between now and 
November, 2010.

John Sangenario
Hampton, NH
John:
Hate to break it to you, but the 

“patriots” of whom you’re so enam-
ored are the ones who wrecked the 
joint and looted the till.

The Editor
4

Rising Health Care Costs
To the Editor:
According to a number of 

polls, the majority of Americans 
like their employer-provided 
health insurance. I happen to be 
one of them, but I have a serious 
concern about the cost of my in-
surance. And I suggest that you 
should, too. Permit me to ex-
plain. 

Since 2000, health insurance 
costs have risen at roughly twice 
the inflation rate. Employer-
sponsored health coverage pre-
miums have increased by 87 per-
cent in the last eight years alone. 
Why, you ask? Because health 
insurance generates huge profits. 

Case in point: the top seven 
“for profit” health insurers to-
gether made $12.6 billion in 
2007. This represents more than a 
170 percent increase since 2003. 
During that time, the average 
CEO compensation package for 
these companies was in excess of 
$14 million. Today, of course, it’s 

much larger.
Private insurance overhead 

and profits account for at least 
20 percent of health care premi-
ums. The number is 35 percent 
or more when advertising costs 
are factored in. Medicare, on the 
other hand, has an overhead of 
about 3 percent. Being a govern-
ment program, it has no multi-
millionaire executives and is not 
allowed to have any profits. It’s 
no wonder that private insur-
ers are fighting against a pub-
lic health plan, which would be 
modeled on Medicare. It offers 
the same or better coverage for a 
lot less money. 

Here’s food for thought. I am a 
retired federal careerist. My wife 
and I are entitled to enroll in the 
Federal Employee Health Ben-
efits program. I’ll use our health-
care insurance as an example of 
what overhead costs mean to us. 

Next year the annual pre-
mium will be $13,478, of which 
the Government’s share will be 
$9,777. My wife and I will pay 
the $3,701 difference. Today, on 
average, the first $1,000 of that 
premium is set aside to pay for 
the medical expenses of those 
without health insurance and 
who cannot otherwise pay their 
medical bills. Using the very 
conservative 20 percent overhead 
figure discussed above, $2,696 
of my premium goes to execu-
tive compensation and company 
profit. When advertising costs 
are factored in, the overhead fig-
ure jumps to at least $4,717. 

In other words, the Govern-
ment (the taxpayers) and we paid 
$13,478 for our health insurance 
premium, but we received only 
$8,761 to be used for our share of 
medical expenses, less the $1,000 
set aside for the medically indi-
gent. The three percent overhead 
on a public healthcare premium, 
on the other hand, would run 
about $404, leaving $13,074 to 
pay our share of medical bills, 
and there would be no need to 
deduct $1,000 for the uninsured 

because they will be insured. 
The bottom line. We need the 

$5,313 difference in cost ($4,717 
+ $1,000 - $404) a lot more than 
some overcompensated executive 
so he and his family can drive 
their Jaguar between their coun-
try club and yacht.

Bob Vincent
Rye, NH 

4
Paying for an Empty Plate

To the Editor:
Our Congresswoman Carol 

Shea-Porter was one of only 11 
representatives selected on the 
basis of their leadership to pres-
ent the House Democrats’ pro-
posed health care reform bill to 
the public. Standing on the steps 
of the Capitol, Shea-Porter in-
troduced 70-year-old Priscilla 
King of Bow, New Hampshire, 
who explained why she supports 
the proposed bill.

Priscilla King’s own words 
make clear the need for the bill. 
“My husband, Bernie, and I have 
been struggling for years to afford 
our prescription drugs. Between 
the two of us, we must take 13 
different medications each day, 
sometimes two or three times a 
day.”

“We live on Social Security, 
and after all the bills are paid, we 
have less than $100 each week for 
food and gas and everything else. 
I am proud that my state’s rep-
resentative, Carol Shea-Porter, 
is helping to make prescription 

haikumuse.com

dock lights, brighter still
in the absence of the yachts
autumn mist

Tom D’Evelyn
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Everything for the traveler
. . . except the tickets!

7 Commercial Alley
(1/2 block from Market Square)
Historic Downtown Portsmouth

Phone: (603) 431-5556

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

10:41

Tibetan 
Buddhist Study

Portsmouth  
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338

12:56

12:49

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork
Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh • Lucy Bloomfield

Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua River. 
Depending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, or 
the fourth fastest-flowing navigable river 
in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gallons 
of salt water from the ocean, up the 
river, into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, it 
could be replaced with 2,125,000 tanker 

trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a roving 

hydraulic conflict as incoming sea and 
outgoing river collide. The skirmish line 
moves from the mouth of the river, past 
New Castle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial Bridge, 
past the tugboats, and on towards Great 

Bay. This spectacle can best be seen when 
the chart below shows the tide rising. 
A good place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 
to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 

Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this is 
from Bow Street, up by St. John’s church. 
Look up the river, from one of the little 
parking lots between the buildings. 
(Don’t try to drive or park there, that 
won’t work.) You’ll see a red buoy, at 
the upstream end of Badger’s Island, 

bobbing around in the current. That buoy 
weighs several tons, is nine feet wide, 
and it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its placid 
moments, around high and low tides. 
Often when the river rests, its tugboats 
and drawbridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in heavily laden with coal, 

oil, and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memorial 
Bridge.
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2000—In Miami, two dozen well-
dressed hooligans, half a dozen of 
them on the Republican payroll, 
stage the “Brooks Brothers Riot,” 
intimidating election officials into 
shutting down a recount.
1987—Chicago TV viewers see Dr. 
Who and a Chicago Bears game 
interrupted for 90 seconds by a 
man in a Max Headroom mask 
1975—U.S.S. John F. Kennedy and 
U.S.S. Belknap collide in the night 
near Sicily. A two-hour fire aboard 
the Belknap stops 30 feet short of 
the nuclear weapons magazine.
1972—The U.S. loses its first B-52 
over Vietnam.
1967—The U.N. adopts a resolu-
tion calling for Israel to leave the 
occupied territories.
1963—A miraculous bullet, con-
ceived years later in the vivid imag-
ination of Senator Arlen Specter, 
goes back in time and kills Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy in Dallas.
1954—Sammy Davis Jr.’s left eye 
goes permanently on the blink.
1930—Prophet Elijah Mohammed 
founds the Nation of Islam.
1916—Jack London writes one last 
chapter, in his own blood.
1909—A New York judge tells 
strikers from the ILGWU “You are 
on strike against God.”
1718—Shot, stabbed, and slashed 
across the throat by British sailors, 
pirate Edward “Blackbeard” Teach 
dies fighting at Ocracoke Inlet.

1984—BC’s Doug Flutie throws 
history’s most famour “Hail Mary.”
1976—Jerry Lee Lewis is arrested 
outside Graceland for shouting, 
waving a pistol, and demanding to 
see Elvis.
1970—A Lithuanian radio opera-
tor jumps from a Russian trawler 
onto the deck of the Coast Guard 
cutter Vigilant. Commander Ralph 
Eustis allows Soviet sailors to board 
the cutter and seize the radioman.
1958—Ron & Nancy Reagan ap-
pear on “GE Theatre” in “A Turkey 
for the President.”
1946—French ships shell the har-
bor at Haiphong, killing 6,000.
1936—In San Antonio, bluesman 
Robert Johnson begins a legendary 
three-day recording session.
1903—U.S. troops under Gen. 
Sherman Bell are sent to Cripple 
Creek, Colorado, to put down a 
rebellion of striking miners.
1899—The first jukebox plays in a 
San Francisco saloon.
1876—After a year on the lam in 
Cuba and Spain, Tammany Hall’s 
“Boss” Tweed is jailed in NYC.
1869—Cutty Sark, last of the clip-
per ships, is launched.
1859—Birth of William “Billy the 
Kid” Bonney.
1852—California’s Lake Merced 
drops 30 ft. after an earthquake.
1644—John Milton publishes Are-
opagitica … For the Liberty of Unli-
censed Printing.

2006—“The only way we can win 
[in Iraq],” says George W. Bush in 
Greeley, CO, “is to leave before the 
job is done.”
1979—The U.S. admits troops in 
Vietnam were exposed to Agent 
Orange.
1971—“D.B. Cooper,” carrying 
$200,000 in ransom cash, para-
chutes from a hijacked plane over 
Washington State, into oblivion 
and America’s heart.
1963—Strip joint proprietor Jack 
Ruby, seeking to spare Jacqueline 
Kennedy’s feelings from the rigors 
of a trial, shoots Lee Harvey Os-
wald under the watchful eye of the 
Dallas Police Department and the 
TV cameras.
1961—An overheated electric mo-
tor in Colorado cuts off all com-
munications between SAC and 
NORAD.
1953—Sen. Joe McCarthy (Lu-
natic-Wisconsin) claims Truman 
administration is “crawling with 
Communists.”
1947—All but 17 Congressmen 
vote to cite the Hollywood Ten for 
contempt after they take the 5th. 
1922—Erskine Childers, Irish 
patriot guilty of illegally carrying 
a revolver, says to his firing squad, 
“[t]ake a step forward, lads. It will 
be easier that way.” 
1759—Tobias Smollet is convicted 
of libeling an admiral.
1713—Laurence Sterne is born.

2002—George W. Bush signs the 
Homeland Security Act, which 
coincidentally provides security 
from lawsuits for Eli Lilly & Co., 
on whose board his father and Ken 
Lay had sat.
1997—In Plymouth, Mass., police 
serve Native American demonstra-
tors with pepper-spray.
1986—A reluctant Ronald Rea-
gan fires Lt. Col. Oliver North as 
Ed Meese announces profits from 
illegal arms sales to Iran went to 
Nicaraguan contras.
1978—Elaine Esposito dies at 43 
after being in a coma for 37 years.
1974—Britain outlaws the IRA 
after two bombs kill 21 and injure 
over 100 in Birmingham.
1970—After tying up their com-
mandant, Japanese novelist Yukio 
Mishima exhorts military cadets 
to revolt, but they jeer him instead. 
He then commits seppuku.
1968—Death of Upton Sinclair, 
writer and media critic.
1950—Chinese troops cross the 
Yalu River in Korea.
1947—The Hollywood Blacklist 
goes into effect.
1921—Nathanael West, who falsi-
fied his high school transcripts to 
get into Tufts, flunks out.
1910—French anarchist Jules Du-
rand is sentenced to die after a bum 
trial. He’s later exonerated, but too 
late: 40 days in a strait jacket have 
driven him mad.

2000—Florida’s Secretary of State 
Katherine Harris declares George 
W. Bush the winner. She is also the 
Bush campaign’s Florida co-chair.
1970—In Basse-Terre, on Guadal-
upe, an inch and a half of rain falls 
in one minute—the heaviest rain-
fall ever recorded. 
1983—Thieves at London’s Heath-
row airport take 6,800 gold bars 
worth $38.7 million. About a third 
are still missing.
1976—The Sex Pistols release “An-
archy in the UK,” their first single.
1973—Rose Mary Woods takes 
the fall for the 18 1/2 minute gap.
1958—A B-47 with an A-bomb 
aboard burns in Lake Charles, LA.
1941—A fleet of aircraft carriers 
leaves Japan for Hawaii.
1939—The Soviet Army shells the 
Soviet village of Mainila, providing 
a handy excuse to attack Finland.
1922—Howard Carter and his em-
ployer Lord Carnarvon desecrate 
the tomb of King Tutankhamun.
1921—Charles W. Whittlesey, 
commander of the “Lost Battal-
ion,” drowns himself.
1911—Death of Paul Lafargue, 
Karl Marx’s son-in-law, and author 
of The Right to be Lazy.
1864—Major Scott Anthony or-
ders Cheyennes living near Fort 
Lyon, CO to clear out, for their 
own protection from vigilantes. 
Three days later they’re massacred 
at Sand Creek.

2002—Donald Rumsfeld signs off 
on “Category III” interrogation 
techniques—namely, torture.
2001—As Gen. Tommy Franks 
tries to concentrate on catching 
Osama bin Laden, Donald Rums-
feld distracts him with an order to 
revise plans to attack Iraq.
1969—American medics in Pleiku 
begin a fast to protest the way the 
war’s conducted.
1965—In Washington, 25,000 
march for peace in Vietnam.
1952—For the sixth time Winnie 
Ruth Judd, the Trunk Murderess, 
escapes from the Arizona State In-
sane Hospital.
1912—Sherwood Anderson, a suc-
cessful 36 year old businessman, 
leaves his wife, family, and job to 
become a writer.
1900—To get information from 
the president of a Filipino town, 
U.S. troops force salt water down 
his throat and burn his town.
1868—General George A. Custer 
and his troops massacre 103 sleep-
ing Cheyenne survivors of the Sand 
Creek Massacre, in the “Battle of 
the Washita.”
1726—Writing to Alexander Pope 
about the initial reception of Gul-
liver’s Travels, Jonathan Swift notes 
with delight that an Irish Bishop 
said it was “full of improbable lies.”
1095—Pope Urban II launches the 
Crusades, promising salvation for 
those who die slaying pagans.

2005—Ex-Rep. Randy “Duke” 
Cunningham (R-CA) pleads guilty 
to selling votes and dodging taxes.
2001—On about this day, Osama 
bin Laden walks away from U.S. 
troops in Afghanistan, unimpeded.
1979—Relying on outdated navi-
gational data during a sightseeing 
flight over Antartica, Air New Zea-
land Flight 901 flies into Mount 
Erebus with 257 souls on board.
1969—Time Magazine reports that 
20 months earlier, things got out of 
hand at My Lai.
1950—British pub-owner and 
hangman Albert Pierrepoint slips a 
noose around the neck of  his for-
mer customer and drinking buddy 
James “Tish” Corbitt.
1942—In Boston, the Coconut 
Grove nightclub burns; 498 are 
killed and 172 injured.
1922—Ex-RAF pilot Cyril Turner 
gives the first demonstration of sky-
writing in NYC. He uses the tech-
nique to advertise—skywriting.
1895—Six cars compete in the 
U.S.’s first auto race. The winner 
averages seven m.p.h.
1859—Ailing Washington Irving 
asks “When will this end?” then 
answers his own question.
1795—On George Washington’s 
watch, the U.S. pays $800,000 to 
Tunisian pirates, with a promise to 
pay $25,000 a year in future.
1545—Printer Jacob van Liesveld 
is beheaded for heresy.

1990—The UN Security Council 
votes for war in the Persian Gulf.
1976—After Jerry Lee Lewis acci-
dentally plugs his bass player in the 
chest twice with a .357 magnum, 
he’s charged with discharging a 
firearm within city limits.
1967—Robert S. McNamara re-
signs as Defense Secretary.
1963—President Johnson estab-
lishes a commission to rule out the 
possibility of a conspiracy in the as-
sassination of John F. Kennedy.
1929—Admiral Byrd calculates 
he’s at the South Pole. He’s not.
1916—The U.S. sets up a military 
government in the Dominican Re-
public.
1877—Thomas A. Edison becomes 
the world’s first cylinder jockey.
1864—Led by Major John 
Chivington (also a Methodist min-
ister) Colorado Militia ignore a 
truce flag and slaughter 450 Chey-
enne men, women, and children, 
scalping some. A local paper says 
the soldiers had “covered them-
selves in glory”—a typo, perhaps.
1811—Birth of Wendell Phillips, 
chronic troublemaker, in Boston.
1781—To shift liability for the loss 
to underwriters, slave ship captain 
Luke Collingwood of the Zong 
orders his crew to begin throwing 
133 live slaves overboard.
1314—Death of France’s Phillip 
the Fair, who expelled the Jews and 
killed the Knights Templar.

2001—Two days before the com-
pany files for bankruptcy, Enron 
executives award themselves big 
bonuses.
1999—A WTO meet in Seattle is 
called off due to anarchists.
1995—Death of Guy Debord, 
Situationist.
1974—Rep. Wilbur Mills (D-AR) 
appears onstage at Boston’s Pilgrim 
Theater with stripper Fanne Foxe.
1969—600 Native Americans oc-
cupy Alcatraz.
1967—Sen. Eugene McCarthy (D-
MN) challenges Lyndon Johnson 
for the Democratic nomination.
1954—Liz Hodges, napping on 
her couch in Sylacauga, Alabama, 
is awakened by a 3 lb. meteorite 
crashing through her roof and 
bruising her thigh.
1951—Trunk Murderess Winnie 
Ruth Judd is recaptured after her 
fourth escape from the Arizona 
State Insane Hospital.
1900—Oscar Wilde dies in a Paris 
hotel, saying, of the wallpaper, “one 
of us has to go.”
1835—Birth of “a hack writer,” ac-
cording to William Faulkner, “who 
would not have been considered 
fourth rate in Europe,” namely, 
Samuel L. Clemens.
1812—Rather than follow his 
orders to invade Canada, Gen. 
Alexander “Apocalypse” Smythe’s 
troops turn their weapons on their 
commander’s tent. He flees.

2001—Having just let Osama 
bin Laden slip through their fin-
gers, Donald Rumsfeld gives Gen. 
Tommy Franks three days to for-
mulate a plan for ousting Saddam 
Hussein.
1987—R.I.P. James Baldwin.
1976—Steven B. Williams rams 
the northwest gate of the White 
House complex at 25 mph with his 
pickup truck. The gate wins.
1969—The U.S. Selective Service 
holds the first draft lottery since 
WW II, conveniently slashing sup-
port for the anti-war movement.
1968—A U.S. C-130 with engine 
trouble empties defoliant tanks 
over South Vietnamese towns.
1966—Dick Gregory is convicted 
in Olympia, Wash. of fishing with 
Native Americans.
1955—Rosa Parks refuses to move 
to the back of a Montgomery, Ala-
bama bus, changing the world as 
we knew it.
1948—Costa Rica disbands its 
army.
1934—Birth of Woody Allen.
1914—B. Mussolini becomes edi-
tor of the socialist paper, Avanti!
1908—As Brazilian and Argentin-
ean politicians rattle sabers, anar-
cho-syndicalists in both countries 
express cross-border solidarity.
1777—Frederick von Steuben 
lands at Portsmouth, NH and vol-
unteers his services to the Ameri-
can Revolution.

1986—Ronald Reagan tells the 
Tower Commission he can’t re-
member what he knew about the 
Iran-Contra affair, or when he 
might have known it.
1980—Gov’t-backed deaths squads 
kill four Catholic missionary wom-
en in El Salvador.
1964—Hundreds of students oc-
cupy Sproul Hall in Berkeley.
1954—U.S. Senate censures Joe 
McCarthy—finally.
1943—The U.S.S. Sailfish, for-
merly the U.S.S. Squalus, sinks the 
Japanese carrier Chuyo near Truk. 
Aboard Chuyo are 21 survivors 
from the U.S.S. Sculpin, which had 
aided in the rescue of the Squalus in 
1939. Only one man survives.
1942—Under the stadium at Stagg 
Field in Chicago, Enrico Fermi 
presides over the first sustainable 
atomic chain reaction.
1935—California uses its new gas 
chamber for the first time, killing 
one Albert Kessel.
1859—“I hope you will not keep 
me waiting any longer than neces-
sary,” abolitionist John Brown says 
to his executioner.
1823—The U.S. lays claim to the 
Western Hemisphere.
1755—As the second Eddystone 
Light burns, keeper Henry Hall 
looks upwards aghast, accidentally 
swallowing molten lead from the 
roof. He dies of lead poisoning two 
weeks later, at the age of 94.

2004—George W. Bush nominates 
Bernard Kerik to be Secretary of 
Homeland Security.
1999—NASA loses the Mars Polar 
Lander.
1996—A New York company that 
had a contract to manufacture 
them, is fined $80,000 for selling 
300 bootleg Medals of Honor.
1984—An industrial accident in 
Bhopal, India kills 10,000. The U.S. 
government later blocks extradition 
of U.C. execs who face prosecution 
in India.
1980—Sec. of State Al Haig sug-
gests four Maryknoll nuns recently 
murdered by Salvadoran death 
squads were gun-runners.
1976—Seven unidentified assail-
ants shoot up Bob Marley’s house 
in Kingston, Jamaica, hitting Mar-
ley, his wife Rita, and two others, 
none seriously.
1969—Protesters destroy files at 
eight NY draft boards.
1966—The Atomic Energy Com-
mission explodes a .38 kiloton 
atomic bomb 10 miles west of 
Purvis, Mississippi, inside an un-
derground cavity created by a 5 ki-
loton a-bomb blast conducted two 
years earlier.
1964—600 police arrest 800 pro-
testers in Berkeley; 900 faculty 
members call for amnesty.
1946—In Oakland, a General 
Strike is declared, and 100,000 take 
a “work holiday.”

1993—R.I.P. Frank Zappa.
1981—President R. Reagan OK’s 
CIA spying on U.S. citizens.
1973—57 percent of the Chicago 7 
found guilty of contempt.
1969—Chicago police shoot and 
kill sleeping Black Panthers Fred 
Hampton and Mark Clark.
1969—To better understand mod-
ern youth, R. Nixon, S. Agnew, and 
40 governors view films of “simu-
lated acid trips” and listen to “anti-
establishment rock music.”
1962—Lenny Bruce, busted for 
obscenity in Chicago, shares a pad-
dy wagon ride with George Carlin, 
busted for refusing to show ID.
1956—Carl Perkins, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Johnny Cash, and Elvis 
Presley jam at Sun Records.
1952—A “Great Smog” descends 
on London, so thick moviegoers 
couldn’t see the screen. It lasts all 
winter and kills about 12,000.
1914—Emiliano Zapata and Pan-
cho Villa agree to team up and take 
Mexico City.
1875—Tammany Hall leader Wil-
liam “Boss” Tweed escapes from jail 
and flees the country.
1872—The Marie Celeste is found 
abandoned in mid-ocean.
1783—G. Washington bids his of-
ficers adieu in Fraunces Tavern.
963—Pope Johann XII, age 18, dies 
after being beaten by the husband 
of a woman he was caught having 
sex with three days earlier.

2002—At a party on Strom Thur-
mond’s 100th birthday, GOP Sen-
ate Majority Leader Trent Lott ex-
presses regret over desegregation.
1996—Fed Chair Alan Greenspan 
warns that “irrational exuberance” 
may have inflated stock prices.
1994—For the first time in 40 
years, the House of Alleged Rep-
resentatives elects a Republican, 
Newt Gingrich, to be Speaker.
1988—A North Carolina Grand 
Jury indicts holy man Jim Bakker 
on charges of fraud and conspiracy. 
1974—Monty Python’s final epi-
sode airs on BBC.
1965—An A-4 Skyhawk packing a 
B-43 H-bomb falls off the U.S.S. 
Ticonderoga near Japan’s Ryukyu 
Islands. The plane, pilot, and bomb 
are still missing.
1955—“Uppity Negroes” in Mont-
gomery, Ala., boycott the municipal 
mass transit system.
1945—Five Grumman Aveng-
ers and 14 airmen, making up the 
Navy’s Flight 19,  disappear off Ft. 
Lauderdale. Thirteen more men 
and a PBM Mariner flying boat 
disappear looking for them.
1933—Utah, of all places, ratifies 
the 21st Amendment, and Prohibi-
tion is repealed.
1931—Vachel Lindsay, poet, ends 
it all with a bottle of Lysol.
1929—The first U.S. nudist club, 
The American League for Physical 
Culture, forms in NYC.


