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News Briefs:

Senator Gregg Runs True to Form

The Fortnightly Rant

Class Warfare, 
American Style

With nary a productive idea 
of their own to offer, Senate Re-
publicans are now getting ready 
to use every scurvy trick in the 
book to block, delay, or other-
wise obstruct the Democratic 
effort to pass health care reform 
legislation. And it turns out that 
the book was written by New 
Hampshire’s own Senior Senator 
Judd Gregg.

After piously asserting in a 
letter to his fellow Republicans 
that “the Democrats’ bill is the 
wrong choice for our nation,” 
and that “[w]e, the minor-
ity party, must use the tools 
we have under Senate rules to 
insist on a full, complete and 
fully informed debate on the 
health care legislation,” Gregg 
points out that “we have certain 

rights,” which “serve to protect 
our ability to speak on behalf of 
the millions of Americans who 
depend on us to be their voice 
during this historic debate.” 

Those Americans happen to 
want health care reform to pass 
by a ratio of about two-to-one, 
but no matter. Gregg’s letter 
goes on to list a series of pica-
yune rules that have nothing to 

do with the substance of health 
care reform and everything to 
do with slowing Senate proce-
dures to a crawl — or a stand-
still. Senators can demand a roll 
call to establish that a quorum 
is present, even if all the seats 
are filled. They can also “make a 
point of order at any point he or 
she believes that a Senate pro-
cedure is being violated, with or 

without cause.” If the point of 
order is thrown out, “any Sena-
tor who disagrees … may ap-
peal … that appeal is fully de-
batable.” [Emphasis added.]

Gregg is a man who probably 
could not agree without being 
disagreeable.

Some aspects of life in this 
country are so baffling and coun-
ter-intuitive they can only be 
understood through the use of 
esoteric methods such as quan-
tum mechanics. Class warfare, 
for instance — the Schrödinger’s 
cat of American politics.

To begin with, “Schrödinger’s 
cat” is not even a cat — it is what 
mathematicians call a “thought 
experiment:” an intellectual ex-
ercise used to test a theory or 
hypothesis. Erwin Schrödinger 
dreamed up his eponymous cat 
to test what is called the Copen-
hagen Interpretation of quan-
tum mechanics. His cat “exists” 
in an imaginary box, along with 
a Geiger counter hooked up to a 
vial of poison. According to the 
ordinary laws of physics, the cat 
could either be dead or alive, de-
pending on whether or not the 
Geiger counter has detected ra-
diation and released the poison. 
According to the Copenhagen 
Interpretation of quantum me-
chanics, though, the cat could be 
alive and dead at the same time. 

According to America’s un-
written Rules of Engagement for 
Class Warfare, everyone is on one 
side or the other in the class war. 
However, neither side will admit 
that this war is going on, and for 
good reason: if the winning side 
were to confess it is fighting, it 
would immediately begin to lose. 
If the losing side were to ac-
knowledge that there is a war, it 
would either have to start fight-
ing or quit complaining.

This is not to say that class 
warfare is never mentioned. Just 
let someone, somehow, shoe-
horn into the national conversa-
tion, in between tales of White 
House party crashers and Colo-
rado balloon boys, the subversive 
little notion that, when it comes 
to taxation, progressive is fairer 
than regressive, and a Pavlov-
ian response will kick in. Howls 
of “class warfare” will ring from 
right-wing radio speakers from 
sea to shining sea. 

Class warfare is a fit topic for 
discussion under one condition 

only: when the side that has been 
losing for a couple of genera-
tions is showing signs of fighting 
back.

That doesn’t happen often. 
Considering the sort of pugna-
cious patriotism that goes into 
chants of “We’re No. 1,” you 
might think more people would 
do something to prove it. Any 
such efforts seem to have been 
cut off at the knees by a wide-
spread belief that “you can’t fight 
City Hall.”

Two men in Congress — our 
national “City Hall” — are work-
ing on a bill that is guaranteed 
to bring up our topic. The Hill, a 
daily paper that covers Congress, 
reported late last month that 
Reps. Pete DeFazio (D-OR) 
and Ed Perlmutter (D-CO) are 
proposing a tax on Wall Street 
transactions. The proceeds would 
be split evenly between paying 
down the national debt and cre-
ating jobs on Main Street. 

Small-time investors would 
not have to pay. According to the 
Timesonline.co.uk’s Christine 
Seib, “transactions up to $100,000 
a year would be exempted from 
the new tax to avoid penalising 
retail investors.”

The “Let Wall Street Pay for 
the Restoration of Main Street 
Act of 2009” would put a levy of 
one-quarter of one percent on all 
sales and purchases of stocks, op-
tions, derivatives, and futures. In 
the unlikely event that DeFazio 
and Perlmutter are not lynched 
by a mob of outraged billionaires, 
and the bill somehow makes it 
through Congress, this new tax 
would yield revenue of up to 
$150 billion per year.

Commenters on The Hill ’s web-
site opposed the Wall Street Tax 
by a ratio of about forty to one. 
A typical critic of the plan wrote, 
“take from the productive sector 
to waste money on a job that is not 
needed (if it was needed, it would 
already be filled).” Apparently 
this person believes that selling 
mortgages to people who cannot 
pay them is productive. Combin-
ing many such mortgages into 

“instruments” so complex that no 
one can trace their ownership is 
probably productive, too. Doing 
those things aggressively enough 
to bring the world’s economy to a 
halt and throw millions of people 
out of work — and out of their 
homes — must be tremendously 
productive. Working on Memo-
rial Bridge to extend its operat-
ing life another eighty years, on 
the other hand, would apparently 
be a waste of time, since no one 
is doing it.

Another commenter critical of 
the tax wrote plaintively, “This 
is ridiculous — the rich have no 
more to give” — a cri de coeur to 
make Marie Antoinette proud. 
Any day now, we should expect 
to see Sally Struthers appearing 
in a TV commercial, begging for 
money from the unemployed, 
the working poor, and the strug-
gling middle class, so that our 
impoverished rich people might 
survive.

The Wall Street Tax that’s 
causing these apoplectic respons-
es would add a surcharge of $2 
million to a $1 billion deal. Now, 
to the average person, $2 million 
sounds like a lot of money. But 
our natural inability to imagine 
what “a billion” really means puts 
us at a handicap. 

What would happen if we 
added a tax at the same percent-

age to something most of us can 
imagine, like a meal tab? If a $20 
meal were taxed at the same rate, 
its cost would soar by a whole 
nickel. 

To hear the poor, beleaguered 
rich tell it, giving up such a 
huge slice of their pie would 
ruin them. If this bill ever shows 
any real signs of life, we can ex-
pect to hear reruns of their fa-
vorite threat: they’ll close up 
their stately stateside mansions 
and decamp for Liechtenstein 
or Monaco or some other spot 
where the peasants know their 
place, rather than submit to such 
Marxist extortion. 

For thirty years, from the ear-
ly 1950s to the early 1980s, the 
share of America’s income that 
went to the top ten percent of 
our population did not change. 
It hung steadily at just about 33 
percent. For the Trotskyites scat-
tered among us, allowing one 
tenth of the population to soak 
up a full one third of the nation’s 
income seems a bit skewed, but 
let that pass.

Then in the early 1980s, due 
to policies advocated by Ron-
ald Reagan and made law by 
Republicans in Congress, that 
share began rising. At this point 
the top ten percent are taking in 
almost 45 percent of the nation’s 
income. As for taxes, most of this 

crowd are full-throated Helms-
leyans: “We don’t pay taxes. Only 
the little people pay taxes.”

These are our poor deserving 
rich, who have no more to give.

How could Congress — which 
is supposed to be the House of the 
People — let this class of greed-
heads stuff themselves and hand 
us the bill? Well, this might have 
something to do with it: accord-
ing to Roll Call, another Capitol 
Hill newspaper, members of the 
House of Representatives have 
a combined net worth of $1.13 
billion. (The Second District’s 
Paul Hodes is worth $585,000 or 
more; the First District’s Carol 
Shea-Porter is listed with a net 
worth of $2,000 or more. Both 
are Democrats.)

There must be some way out of 
here, as the joker said to the thief. 
A news report from Bloomerg.
com hints at one possible direc-
tion. Bankers at Goldman Sachs 
have been buying guns, and “are 
now equipped to defend them-
selves if there is a populist upris-
ing against the bank,” Bloomberg.
com reported on December 1st.

British Prime Minister Gor-
don Brown offers a different 
path: a global tax on the world’s 
$1,525 trillion stock, currency, 
and derivatives markets. If the 
rich find paying that intolerable, 
they can always leave the planet.
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South Street and Vine

Wine for the table, not for the cellar.

Sunday through Thursday: 11 am - 6 pm
    Friday and Saturday: 9 am - 6 pm

359 Marcy St • 430-2984

Great Jewelry
Imported Soaps

& Bath Comforts
65 Market Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 431-0694

Featuring
Skagen Watches &

Dr. Hauschka Skin Care Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

Market Square Jewelers
Your neighborhood jeweler since 1989

Estate Jewelers • Buy, Sell, & Trade
Loose Gems • Antique Restoration • Repairs
Gold • Silver • Costume • Bead Restringing

22 Market Street
Newburyport

(978) 465-8313

12 Market Square
Portsmouth

(603) 430-9587

454 Central Avenue
Dover

(603) 740-9587

“The hopes of the Republic cannot 
forever tolerate either undeserved 
poverty or self-serving wealth.”

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882-1945)

The Fortnightly Quote, from A Reader:

Republicans Discover 
the Joy of Reading

In 2001 the Patriot Act was 
swallowed whole in record time 
by the World’s Greatest Delib-
erative Body — all 57,550 words 
of it.

Now Sen. Tom Coburn (R-
OK) and others are threatening 
to force a word-for-word reading 
of the entire health care bill. 

Limbaugh Advocates Coup
On November 25, the great 

patriot Rush Limbaugh ex-
pressed his hope that a military 
coup would save the nation.

“You see where President 
Obama, in announcing how he 
intends to lose the war in Iraq 
— sorry, Afghanistan — or both, 
actually — is going to do it, the 
national address will occur from 
West Point, on December 1st. 
My question is, will they detain 
him? Hopefully.” 

If Limbaugh is charged with 
treason, we’ll have a follow-up.

“Christians” Advocate 
Assassination-by-Prayer

Hoping somebody in uniform 
“detains” the president is for im-
potent blowhards. Some “Chris-
tians” are apparently praying for 

God to smite Obama — ASAP.
Bumper stickers carrying the 

message “Pray for Obama: Psalm 
109:8” are making the rounds. 

The passage reads: “Let his 
days be few; and let another take 
his office.”

Defending Marriage 
— Effectively 

John Marcotte in Sacramento 
has had it with wishy-washy 
right-wingers promoting half-
hearted schemes to “protect” 
marriages by banning same-sex 
marriage. He is taking concrete 
steps that will, if successful, ren-
der heterosexual marriages in 
California completely and utterly 
indestructible. He’s begun a drive 
to put a referendum on the ballot 
next year outlawing divorce. He’s 
funding the effort by selling T-
shirts carrying this message:

For more information on this 
pious crusade, see rescuemar-
riage.org.

All is Vanity
Solange Magnano, a “woman 

who had everything,” is “dead 
because she wanted to have a 
slightly firmer ass,” according 
to her friend Roberto Piazza. 
Magnano frequently appeared 
as a runway model in his fashion 
shows. The 38-year-old former 
Miss Argentina died from a pul-
monary embolism after cosmetic 
surgery to elevate her posterior.

What if … ?
If rising sea levels were to force 

the same percentage of Ameri-
cans to flee this country as have 
already had to leave the Polyne-
sian nation of Tuvalu, our popu-
lation would drop by 61.6 mil-
lion.

You Don’t Miss Your …
Last month voters in Wells, 

Maine said not just “No,” but 
“Hell, no” to an ordinance 
which would have granted Po-
land Springs, a subsidiary of 
the Swiss-based multinational 
Nestlé Corporation, the right to 
suck up vast amounts of ground-
water and sell it. 

We recently got a note from 
Jamilla El-Shafei, one of the or-
ganizers of the victorious grass-
roots organization Save Our 
Water (www.soh2o.org), which 
fills in some of the back story on 
that vote.

More than a year ago, El-Sha-
fei writes, a person named Corey 
Hascall asked to be her “Face-
Book Friend,” without reveal-
ing that she was a publicist with 
the Portland public relations 
firm Barton & Gingold working 
for Nestlé. El-Shafei’s involve-
ment with Save Our Water is, of 
course, far from secret. 

“[Hascall] gleaned personal in-
formation about me, then it ap-
pears she fed it to the opposition. 
Last Spring selectman Jim Spiller  
waged a McCarthyist-style cam-
paign against me and the chair of 
the select board, Joan Mooney (a 
person whom I have never had a 
conversation with) accusing us of 
treason! I quote Mr. Spiller ‘It’s 
not about the water! Moon Bat 
and her comrades are using us as 
pawns to destroy the Capitalistic 

system.’”
“The York County Coast Star 

went out on a limb and printed 
Mr Spiller’s hateful email rant,” 
El-Shafei writes. Mooney subse-
quently lost her seat on the board 
to “a pro-Nestlé, pro-extraction 
person.”

Hascall also wrote letters that 
appeared in the Coast Star over 
the signature of Jason Heft, a 
member of the town’s Ordinance 
Review Committee.

Nestlé/Poland Springs also at-
tempted an astroturf campaign, 
El-Shafei writes, “creating a ‘lo-
cal organization’ called the Voic-
es of Reason … Nestlé’s publicist 
Corey Hascall wrote letters to 
the editor for the group. This has 
blown up in their face, ruining 
any  credibility they might have 
with the community in the fu-
ture.” The Coast Star wrote in an 
opinion piece published Novem-
ber 19 that “Hascall appeared to 
orchestrate a schedule of letters 
to the editor and meetings with 
members of Voices of Reason, a 
group formed to urge passage of 

Friday the region was hit by a first-rate gullywasher. Saturday the wind 
howled all day long. When the sun shone on Sunday, people were ready to 
bask at the foot of the City’s festive Christmas Holiday tree.

A reader recommends:

1510 AM on your radio dial
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the ordinance in Wells.”
As the day of the vote ap-

proached, says El-Shafei, Nestlé 
tried “an old Chicago-style vot-
ing dirty trick, which has been 
employed when you want to drain 
off some votes from the opposi-
tion. Nestlé printed a glossy mar-
keting piece, which they mailed 
to every household, instructing 
voters to vote yes and printed the 
wrong polling hours! ‘A mistake,’ 
they said, but then they sent out 
yet another mailer with the same 
incorrect polling information.  A 
mistake made twice, we think 
not!”

“It is clear as water,” El-Shafei 
writes, “that the story is not over, 
but Nestlé and their publicist are 
bleeding badly from their self-
inflicted wounds. Communi-
ties in Southern Maine will not  
consider opening their doors to 
these corporate scoundrels any 
time soon, and hopefully, they 
won’t get away with pulling the 
wool over the eyes of the local 
media again.”

Vital Bridge Meeting 
In the two paragraphs below, 

we print the official press release 
from the long-term bridge study 
now underway. 

As far as we know, information 
is supposed to flow in one direc-

tion only at this meeting, from 
the experts to the public. Even 
so, the opportunity might arise 
for users of the bridge to remind 
the experts just how important 
that bridge is.

“The next Public Meeting for 
the Maine-NH Connections 
Study (Memorial Bridge and 
the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge) 
will take place Wednesday, De-
cember 16, 6-8 p.m. at the Ports-
mouth High School auditorium 
(not the gym).  The purpose of 
the meeting will be to bring the 
public up-to-date regarding the 
second round of the Fatal Flaw 
analysis. The Fatal Flaw analysis 
is the process for determining 
which transportation alternatives 
will continue to be evaluated and 
which have been removed from 
consideration. 

“For those who are interest-
ed in background information, 
meeting reports from the No-
vember 6 Steering and Stake-
holder Committee meetings, 
along with the slideshow and a 
matrix that provides an overview 
of all alternatives, are now avail-
able on the study website: www.
maineNHconnections.org. The 
November 6 meetings focused 
on the first round of the Fatal 
Flaw analysis.”

Group Aims to Debunk 
Estate Tax Myths

by Monique Coppola, 
NH News Connection
CONCORD, N.H. - With 

so many big-ticket items on the 
table, such as health care reform 
and climate policy, it’s easy for 
an issue like the estate tax to 
get lost in the shuffle. That’s the 
tax paid on the estates of multi-
millionaires when they die. But 
the devil is in the details, says 
Mike Lapham of United for a 
Fair Economy, a Boston-based 
nonprofit group. He says sev-
eral powerful groups have been 
working to repeal the estate tax 
for quite some time and, accord-
ing to Lapham, one of the big-
gest misconceptions perpetuated 
by such groups is that it affects 
everyone.

“The estate tax only applies to 
people in about the top one per-
cent of our society. So, 99 out of 
a hundred people never pay the 
estate tax.”

Currently, in order to have 
your estate pay the tax, you would 
need to leave behind net assets of 
more than $3.5 million as an in-
dividual, or $7 million as a cou-

ple. Those who want to eliminate 
the tax say leaving more money 
to members of wealthy families 
spurs job growth and is good for 
business. But Lapham says the 
vast majority of small businesses 
and farms do not pay the estate 
tax.

“It’s an important source of 
revenue. $1.3 trillion over the 
next 10 years will come from the 
estate tax, and that’s money that, 
if we don’t tax super-wealthy 
folks who are dying, then is go-
ing to be shifted into other 
people’s taxes. And we think it 
makes sense to have a tax on the 
people who have done very well 
in this society.”

United for a Fair Economy 
supports a plan introduced by 
Washington Congressman Jim 
McDermott [D], which Lapham 
calls “the most fiscally respon-
sible” of all the proposals being 
considered. McDermott’s plan 
would keep the tax in place and 
expand it to include those who 
leave estates of over $2 million 
per individual or $4 million per 
couple. 

The estate tax has been cut five 
times since 2001. It expires at 

the end of this year so Congress 
must decide on a plan for next 
year within the next few weeks. 

There’s more information at 
www.faireconomy.org

Don’t Waste Rain! 
For every inch of rain that falls 

on a 1,000 square foot roof, 600 
gallons of rain run off. By putting 
that water to use, you can help 
improve our local water quality. 

You can learn how at a free 
public program sponsored by the 
non-profit Gundalow Company 
to be held Tuesday, December 
8th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Levenson 
Room of the Portsmouth Public 
Library.

Presenters will be Sharon Eng-
land, MSE, owner of SkyJuice 
and a Master Gardener, and 
Mary Gilbertson, co-author of 
Landscapes for Maine: Adding a 
Rain Garden to Your Landscape. 
For more information call: (603) 
433-9505, or e-mail education@
gundalow.org.

Opportunity Knocks …
A couple of small advertising 

spaces have opened up in our pa-
per. Local businesses are encour-
aged to inquire. Our rates are the 
best that can be had.

In a commendable example of recycling, the building that once housed 
the Award-Winning Local Daily is being rehabbed for general office use. 
Among the changes made so far: since the building will not, presumably, be 
used by journalists, the bars have been removed from the windows.
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NATURAL GATHERINGS

GARDENS    WEDDINGS    WREATHS

SARAH PELLERIN

603  659  8770

Active French School
French Classes. 

All Levels, All Ages

603.430.2020

www.activefrenchschool.com

When “the Army we had” was sent to war,  
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now. And a few of them could use a hand.
The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program provides  
permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment services  

for homeless veterans who would not be able to live independently  
without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and pans,  
or other household goods. VASH can accept these items, and  

distribute them to veterans who need them.
Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,

at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov

Please do not attempt to read this. The type is way too small. You could strain your eyes. And there’s no content here anyway.

Madore Electric
Residential & Commercial  

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 895-9286

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 431-4516

Local Craftsmanship

427-2919 

“We’re worth the trip.”

planning. Mixing government 
and health care is not only bad 
medicine; it is a major step in 
that direction. 

Russ Payne
Manchester, NH 
Russ:
It’s hard to “believe,” but it’s been 

thirty years since we’ve faced the 
challenge of trying to impose “order” 
on one of your “letters.” Nice to see 

that some things in this world don’t 
“change.” Thanks for reminding us 
who in New Hampshire actually 
votes for Sen. Judd “No Progress 
On My Watch” Gregg (see the first 
item in this issue’s News Briefs).

The Editor
4

The Bow Street Eyesore
To the Editor:
How much longer are the citi-

zens of Portsmouth going to have 
to endure the Riccis’ Bow Street 
eyesore? It’s been — what? — a 

year and a half since they first 
started destroying two beautiful 
places to stop and enjoy a river 
view, watch a ship come in, and 
watch the tugs return to dock. 
And for what? So they can build 
another unwanted, boring, red 
brick faux-Colonial abomination 
in our city; so they can line their 
wallets with grossly high rental 
fees.

It’s totally apparent that they 
never gave a damn about their 
fellow Portsmouth citizens, their 

neighbours. Never did they ask 
the people if we might prefer 
two small “pocket parks” on Bow 
Street. Oh no! Greed was the 
Riccis’ only motive. Their bodies 
were shaking and vibrating at the 
thought of charging exorbitantly 
high rents in their new build-
ing (ask them if they thought 
about opening a low-income 
thrift-shop on the ground floor 
— Ha!).

No other construction com-
pany would be allowed to block 

a street and leave a vile, weeping 
sore in our fair city for so long 
(almost two years). I’m won-
dering if any palms are being 
greased!

Paul St. George
Portsmouth, NH
Paul:
Be careful, please! You are border-

ing on slander with your suggestion 
of greasy palms. We suspect the real 
culprit is the absence of performance 
requirements in city building per-
mits. The last we heard, the city 

Northcountry Chronicle

Look Through Any Window
by William Marvel

Because of what I do for a 
living, I often have to travel 

more than I would like. I hate 
flying, both because of the in-
dignities to which passengers 
are subjected and because of 
the inherent dangers of trusting 
manmade and man-maintained 
equipment at 35,000 feet. Trains 
are wonderful, but railways cover 
so little of the country that my 
only practical recourse is driving.

Unlike most of those who pur-
sue serious historical research, I 
have no academic institution to 
support me with grants, stipends, 
and paid sabbaticals: instead, I 
must depend on producing books 
that sell well enough to support 
both me and my research. Ex-
cept for those who write popular 
fiction, living off book royalties 
has always required extremely 
close economy, and by force of 
circumstance I’ve developed a 
reputation as a tightwad. A six-
day week of research in Wash-

ington, for instance, would run 
the average researcher (or the 
supporting institution) close to 
a couple of grand for air or rail 
transportation, a hotel room, 
meals, and Metro or cab fares. 
Having converted a very fuel-
efficient minivan into a camper, 
I can drive to Washington, con-
duct those same six days of re-
search, and return home without 
spending more than $300 on gas, 
tolls, food, parking, and Metro 
— unless I should linger unduly 
with a colleague at the Hawk & 
Dove.

While I’m at work in one of 
those repositories, my van sits 
waiting on some suburban street 
or in a park-and-ride lot, well-
stocked with trail mix, South 
Conway water, a week’s clothing, 
and a few other items of little in-
trinsic value to anyone who is not 
on the road. The contents are hid-
den by curtains, but the curtains 
themselves would telegraph that 
there might be something worth 
stealing inside, so long ago I ap-

plied a thick film of dark tinting 
to the rear windows and all the 
side windows except those of 
the driver’s and front-passenger 
doors. A great many vans of that 
model came from the factory 
with similar tinting, so it looked 
perfectly inconspicuous even to 
the potential thieves from whom 
the curtains were hidden. It’s 
been a most effective deterrent 
for many years now.

Then came our peerless lead-
ers, in the form of the New 
Hampshire General Court. Like 
their counterparts in less rural 
states, our all-wise legislators ap-
parently succumbed to the asso-
ciation between window tinting 
and drug- or gang-related activ-
ity, so a couple of years ago they 
outlawed after-market window 
tinting beyond a certain trans-
parency. Factory tinting remains 
permissible, however dark, but 
the owner cannot add any that 
allows less than 35-percent light 
penetration, even on rear win-
dows.

This prohibition is now incor-
porated into the inspection pro-
cess, as though it were a safety 
issue. Superficially, it might seem 
that heavy tinting would impede 
driver visibility, but it doesn’t. 
You can still see out from inside 
quite well. Besides, if it obstruct-
ed visibility, then factory tinting 
should also be banned — and 
so should panel trucks and work 
vans, which have no side or rear 
windows at all.

The problem, apparently, is that 
no one outside can see inside the 
car, and that appears to bother the 
police lobby. The operator of one 
inspection station explained to 
me that police fear opaque win-
dows because they would permit 
an armed passenger to ambush 
an officer as he approached the 
car during a traffic stop. If police 
are trying to revive the bad-old-
days practice of the random stop 
or  “routine check” (as they seem 
to wish to do), then perhaps they 
have more cause to fear such as-
sailants, but why should the same 

fear not apply to factory tinting?
With some inconvenience and 

wasted expense, not to men-
tion the risk of future break-ins, 
the artificial tinting has been 
removed from my van. Fortu-
nately, I have no immediate trips 
planned. I have a little time to 
figure out how to remove the 
gummy residue that covers the 
windows, and to ponder some 
other method of discouraging 
felonious surveillance of my ve-
hicle that our legislature has not 
yet proscribed.

Our state representatives and 
senators lack the collective spine 
to prohibit the perilous habit 
of hurtling along our highways 
while talking on a cell phone, so 
perhaps they feel they must take 
unusual steps to pretend to ad-
dress public safety, however inef-
fectively and disingenuously. So 
long as they can seem solicitous 
of our welfare, it may be that any 
nominal “safety” bill appeals to 
them, even if the actual result is 
to legislate against our privacy.
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Moving Pictures

Santa’s Popcorn: Upcoming Holiday Flicks
By Rodman Philbrick 

As media savvy readers (and 
tweeters) already know, our 

local cineplexes have done okay 
during the still-ongoing Job-
less Recession. Turns out that a 
night at the movies is a bargain 
compared to say, that house you 
bought four years ago, the vig be-
ing charged on your credit card 
by the leg breakers at VISA, 
or (ah, those were the days!) a 
three-day vacation blitz to Vegas. 
Or, for that matter, a tank of gas 
for your buck-sucking SUV. 

The current crop of Holly-
wood moguls knows how to read 
a spreadsheet, and in the next 
few weeks they’ll be counting 
on you to cross their pampered 
palms with a billion or so dollars 
in box office receipts. And that’s 
not counting the $6 buckets of 
popcorn that help keep the lights 
on at the theatre chains. 

The idea of holiday feature 
film marketing has always been 
to provide a little something for 
everybody and maybe everybody 

will show up. So here’s a bunch of 
little somethings, a few of which 
may blossom into full blown 
blockbusters.

Up In The Air is the latest from 
Jason Reitman, who helped make 
teen pregnancy really cool in Juno. 
George Clooney stars as a down-
sizer whose job it is to fly around 
the country and fire employees, 
in the nicest possible way, face-
to-face with feigned empathy. 
Anna Kendrick (Twilight) plays 
the not-so-sweet young thing 
who wants to do away with his 
job – the employees will still be 
terminated, but why pay for all 
that expensive, business class 
face-time when it can all be 
done over the Internet? You’ll be 
glad to know that despite all the 
awkward mentoring, the fifty-
year-old bachelor doesn’t hook 
up with the twenty-four year old 
actress. That’s left to frequent 
flyer Vera Farmiga (The Depart-
ed), who plays the “Woman Who 
Stares At George Clooney.”

Invictus is the latest from Clint 
Eastwood, the seventy-nine year 

old director who seems to make 
two or three really good movies 
a year without breaking a sweat 
or changing a line in whatever 
screenplay piques his interest. 
This is the based-on-a-true-sto-
ry of Nelson Mandela (Morgan 
Freeman) reaching out to white 
rugby star Francois Pienaar 
(Matt Damon) during the run-
up to the 1995 World Cup. Con-
sidering Eastwood’s track record, 
this should be well worth the 
price of admission, even if you 
think rugby is something that 
goes on the floor and needs to be 
vacuumed.

Brothers sounds super-con-
trived – black sheep ( Jake Gyl-
lenhaal) moves in when his fam-
ily-guy brother (Tobey Maguire) 
goes missing in action – but 
director Jim Sheridan (My Left 
Foot, In America) will likely rise 
above the obvious clichés, and, 
besides, we get to see what Nata-
lie Portman learned at Harvard.

Nine, based on the 1982 musi-
cal, is a variation on Fellini’s 8 1⁄2, 
with Daniel Day Lewis playing 

the famous Italian director going 
through a spectacular midlife cri-
sis. Rob Marshall (Chicago) has 
assembled quite the cast, includ-
ing Marion Cotillard as the wife, 
Penelope Cruz as the mistress, 
Nicole Kidman as the movie 
star/muse, and Sophia Loren as 
mamma dearest.

Sherlock Holmes has now 
spanned three centuries, and it 
seems we can’t get enough of the 
irascible, drug-addicted deduc-
tive genius (see House, Lie To Me, 
&c., &c.). Lock,  Stock and Two 
Smoking Barrels director Guy 
Ritchie does his own explosive 
variation on the classic consulting 
detective with Robert Downey, 
Jr. in the title role and Jude Law 
containing himself as Watson. 
Downey may be the shortest ac-
tor ever to play Sherlock (well 
under six foot, he was an utterly 
convincing Chaplin, remember) 
but one expects him to rise to 
the occasion, and without lifts in 
his heels or weird camera angles. 
Who said Holmes had to be an 
ectomorph? Oh yeah, Conan 

Doyle — but that was, you know, 
so 19th Century.

Which brings us to the 3-D 
elephant in the room, James 
Cameron’s Avatar, filmed almost 
entirely in “performance capture,” 
computer-generated animation. 
That means real actors acting on 
a set, but what you see, in truly 
mind-boggling 3-D, are aliens in 
love on a sinking planet instead 
of a sinking ship. This is Camer-
on’s first feature film since Leon-
ardo DiCaprio slipped beneath 
the icy waters, breaking a billion 
teenage hearts and grossing al-
most $2 billion worldwide. Only 
a very foolish reviewer would bet 
against this being the massive hit 
of the season. 

The same foolish reviewer who 
predicted that Titanic would be 
the biggest, over-budgeted bust 
since Heaven’s Gate. Oops.

intended to put something in place 
to prevent that from happening 
again. It certainly should.

Further, despite what we sus-
pect is a reputation for adhering 
to Marxist principles, we don’t see 
that the Riccis had any particular 
obligation to continue paying taxes 
just so tourists and locals could gaze 
on the river from a couple of excel-
lent viewpoints. 

That said, it’s a damned shame 
that the city didn’t buy the smaller 
of the two lots — or take it by emi-
nent domain.

The Editor
4

The Obedient Teaple
And so it came to pass, Rush 

Limbarf ’s ditto heads have mor-

phed into tea party zombies, or 
teaple. This is a testament to the 
propaganda system, aka the cor-
porate media. Led by right wing 
worthies like Dick Cheney, the 
most hated man on the planet, 
the teaple have learned obedi-
ence well. Monkey see. Monkey 
do.

The current tempest in the tea 
party cup over President Obama 
greeting other world leaders in 
a customary way has taken ab-
surdity to new limits. When you 
consider that many of our leaders 
have done the same, including 
Dick Nixon and even Dwight 
Eisenhower, you have to won-
der what is in that tea the teaple 
are swilling. Hey, at least Obama 

didn’t puke on the guy like 
George, with the Herbert, Bush 
did in Japan. And as I recall, the 
patron saint of the teaple, Ronny 
Rayguns, after leaving office ac-
tually bowed on his knees to the 
Queen of England (Nancy re-
fused). Whatever.

According to the hagiogra-
phy of Saint Ronald, as a young 
man he worked for a while as a 
life guard. That is because he had 
the amazing ability to walk on 
water. And although it is only a 
rumor now, in another twenty 
years Ronald’s virgin birth will 
be known as gospel truth.

As a mere mortal however, 
Reagan was President when 
Saddam Hussein attacked the 

U.S.S. Stark, killing over 30 U.S. 
servicemen, and did nothing be-
cause Saddam was our pal then. 
He was also President when 
241 U.S. Marines were killed in 
Beirut, due to his gunboat di-
plomacy. What did Saint Ron-
ald do about that? He invaded 
Grenada of course! Six thousand 
troops of the most powerful mil-
itary in the world were sent to 
Granada to subdue a few dozen 
Cuban construction workers and 
some Grenadian militia men. 
Reagan declared from on high 
that America was “standing tall 
again.” As I recall, the press was 
not allowed at all on this glorious 
campaign.

I think it was P.T. Barnum 

who said that, “You can never 
underestimate the intelligence of 
the American public.” And that 
was before we had ditto heads 
and teaple. 

Gary Walker
Campton, NH
Gary:
Ah, yes — a man who does not 

forget things. We like to believe that 
there are few things more awkward 
for demagogues to deal with.

We had planned to run a nice 
little photo of “Dick” Nixon bow-
ing to Mao, but it fell to the cut-
ting room floor as this paper went 
together. Thanks you for retrieving 
that image up from the Memory 
Hole in this way.

The Editor

150 Congress Street
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The Wrong Audience
To the Editor:
I know that for President 

Obama to have given his speech 
at Ft. Hood would have been a 
bit much to ask of them at this 
time. But to give it at West Point 
to a bunch of Cadets, “Teacher 
Officers,” and Senior Officer 
“Guests” was disingenuous. After 
all, only the Senior and Junior 
Cadets will even possibly be ef-
fected with the President’s stated 
time frame. And the “teachers” 
and “guests” — not likely! 

It would have taken real can-
dor to have given the speech at 
Ft. Bragg, or another Army post 
or Marine base, to the privates, 
specialists, corporals, sergeants, 
lieutenants and captains who will 
be doing the fighting, bleeding 
and dying in Afghanistan. 

Many of whom will be deploy-
ing this winter, before Christmas. 
They will not have the luxury of 
waiting until after Graduation 
Day in the spring of 2010, or 
2011, or never. 

Chris L. Gray, 
MSgt. USAF (Ret. ‘89) 
Monticello, AR
Chris:
We don’t see any reason why Ft. 

Hood would have been a better 
venue than any other military base. 
The mass murder that took place 
there seems to have been more of a 
psychiatric phenomenon than any-
thing else, Major Hasan’s alleged 
e-mail contacts with foreign jihad-
ists notwithstanding. He is not the 
only religious extremist the U.S. 
military has been able to accomo-

date. The Air Force seems to have a 
particularly high incidence of right-
wing Christians in it.

Having said that, you’re dead on 
about Obama delivering rah-rah at 
West Point. The Commandant had 
no need to order the cadets to behave 
themselves. They’re self-selected for 
obedience to begin with, and they’ve 
got a lot invested in earning their 
gold bars. None of them would be 
tempted to do what those troops did 
in Iraq when they asked Rumsfeld 
where their vehicle armor was. Fort 
Bragg would have been a fine loca-
tion. Or, closer to home, here, Fort 
Drum.

The Editor
4

The Mendacity of Hope
To the Editor:
Hope turns to hoplessness as 

Obama morphs into George 
Bush with a pretty face and vel-
vet voice, and young men and 
women become the walking dead 
and wounded, some of whom 
will only find escape in suicide, as 
they are deployed to Afganistan 
to support a fraudulently elected 
narco-government in its civil war 
against the Taliban, who have the 
real support of the people, and 
the apparently supermen of al-
Qaeda, who require a 1,000-to-
one troop presence to keep them 
holed up in the mountains of 
Pakistan so that they don’t de-
stroy America. 

Yet, some Americans will send 
their children to die as they labor 
under the delusion that their vote 
means something, when, in real-
ity presidents are just figureheads 
that carry out the orders of Wall 
Street, The Military Industrial 
Complex, and the Israeli Lobby 
— the same people who sent their 
jobs overseas, stole their 401ks, 
looted their pension funds, and 
sent others to die in Iraq, as they 
keep themselves and their loved 
ones out of harm’s way. The old 
song asks, “When will they ever 
learn?” Apparently never. 

John Dente
Wilmington, Delaware

What Goes Around …
To the Editor:
Last week a Rockland, ME Free 

Press column, “On the Ground: 
Settlements, Roadblocks, De-
molitions, and Obama,” about a 
trip to Israel/Palestine made me 
dig out a 2002 magazine article 
about a month-long trip there. It 
told of Hebron and how school-
children taunted, then threw 
stones at Arabs young and old, 
male and female, all just released 
from a 9-day 24-hour curfew im-
posed after an Arab/Jew fistfight. 
The writer had said, “I wouldn’t 
believe it if I weren’t there to see 
it myself.”

Reading about what Israeli 
soldiers do made me think that 
those same children, schooled to 
believe that they had some sort of 
divine right to lord it over Pales-
tine’s people, might by now have 
graduated into Israel’s army. They 
would have joined the Israeli 
forces to continue the cruelties 
they had learned, and inflicted 
them in Israel’s savage siege and 
bloody invasion of Gaza.

Even if they remained civil-
ians, they could still have joyous 
jobs driving the bulldozers that 
smash Palestinian homes. With 
many thousands of them on Is-
rael’s demolition hit-list, they 
would have plenty of enjoyable 
employment. As for Obama, I 
doubt that he’d take the time to 
see for himself what’s going on, 
but he might at least read eyewit-
ness accounts like those printed 
in the column. Maybe reading 
the facts will have some effect.

Mary Gallace
Camden, ME
Mary:
On the one hand, we find it in-

furiating to receive letter after letter 
from the same correspondent focus-
ing on the iniquities perpetrated on 
the Palestinians by the Israelis. Then 
we recall that almost no one else 
seems to be paying attention to that 
constant offense, and our irritation 
instantly turns into gratitude.

The Editor

Cheney’s Mulligan
To the Editor:
Re: Chickenhawks of a Feath-

er Flock Together (Nov. 6th edi-
tion).

Thanx for reminding us that 
Dick “Dick” Cheney is still at it 
while addressing the Chicken-
hawks’ Dinner. “There he goes 
again,” defending detainee tor-
ture while spreading fear and 
loathing regarding the current 
administration. He brags about 
the Cheney/Bush anti-terrorism 
scorecard, however, his conve-
nient timeframe starts on Sept. 
12, 2001. He forgets about the 
many dire warnings he received 
about al-Qaeda just prior to 9/11 
that he dismissed as “noise in the 
system.”

So … in regard to 9/11: He 
took a Mulligan!

Frank G. Crotty
Portsmouth, NH
Frank:
We’d insert something witty here, 

but we’re too busy laughing.
The Editor

4
Bashful Frank

To the Editor:
Republican Congressional can-

didate Bob Bestani has repeatedly 
offered to debate his Republican 
primary opponent Frank Guinta. 
Bestani proposes to meet Guinta 
monthly until the primary, on 
each occasion discussing a dif-
ferent issue. Guinta has totally 
ignored Bestani’s challenges to 
debate.

Recently, Guinta held a public 
meeting on health care reform. 
Put to its best use, this occa-
sion would have allowed the two 
leading Republican candidates to 
debate and discuss health care, 
the pre-eminent issue before 
the American public. However, 
Guinta would not allow Bestani 
to take the stage with him, per-
mitting Bestani to attend only as 
a member of the audience.

In response, Bestani sent an 
e-mail to Mike Biundo, Guinta’s 
campaign manager. Copies of 
this e-mail were made available 
to the public. Bestani wrote in 
part, “I have repeatedly suggested 
that Frank and I actually discuss 
the issues side by side. Unfortu-
nately, Frank keeps rejecting the 
offer. Elections are essentially 
about “comparison shopping” for 
the electorate. I can only think he 
is reluctant to debate me for fear 
that he would not show well in 
such a comparison. If he is truly 
confident of his views and posi-
tions, I would imagine that he 
would be eager to demonstrate 
this in front of an open audience 
— especially since his poll num-
bers are dropping.”

I quite agree that the public 
would be well served by debates 
between Guinta and Bestani. 

Richard Doyle
Hampton, NH 

4
Free-Spending Frank

To the Editor:
Republican congressional can-

didate Frank Guinta touts him-
self as a fiscal conservative who 
favors low taxes and balanced 
budgets. However, Guinta’s re-
cord as mayor of Manchester be-
lies his claim. 

Bond payments on Man-
chester’s Verizon Wireless Arena 
are funded by the state’s meals 
and rooms revenue tax. This 
amount varies each year accord-
ing to the financial status of the 
state. In 2009, due to the current 
recession, rooms and meals reve-
nues dropped, and, as a result, the 
amount of money given to mu-
nicipalities was frozen at 2008 
levels. 

In 2008, the bond-rating agen-
cy Moody’s warned Manchester 
that the amount of money avail-
able through the rooms and 
meals tax would not be sufficient 
in 2010 to make the bond pay-
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ments on Verizon Arena. Guinta 
did nothing to solve this problem, 
causing Moodys subsequently to 
downgrade these securities to 
junk bond status. 

Now, a year later, Guinta wants 
the state to come to his rescue. 
Conservative columnist Charles 
Arlinghaus, certainly no ally of 
Democrats, took Republican 
Guinta to task for failing to plan 
ahead. “To be fair, paying for the 
arena is going to be difficult for 
Manchester, but every city and 
town in the state faced similar 
struggles and similar budget un-
certainty … ” 

“My own town of Canterbury 
is a good example of the com-
mon sense of citizen selectmen 
… But selectmen knew that 
state aid was going to be cut, so 
they didn’t count on getting it. 
Instead, they cut the town bud-
get by 6 percent, and the school 
budget declined as well. The end 
result was that our property taxes 
went down by 8 percent, which 
was needed relief to people fight-
ing a recession.”

Unfortunately, Guinta did not 
display similar foresight, causing 
the financial mess Manchester 
now faces.

Bill Duncan
New Castle, NH 

4
Videogames: 

From The Bible to Hell
To the Editor:
Christmas is approaching, and 

so is the massive sale of video 
games. Whilst the Xbox becomes 
an interactive Bible, “Bible Navi-
gator X,” that which teaches that 
man is so big that he can only be 
filled with God, Wii offers the 
“adventure” of trivializing Hell 
and the capital sins in “Dante’s 
Inferno.” Wicked children who 
have died without baptism and 
must be killed are included. 
Bloody scenarios offer a terrible 
reality as a matter for fun (that is 

what playing is all about). 
The “Inferno’s” witnesses, such 

as Mary Baxter, explain how 
this place of eternal gloom, fire, 
screams of despair, unbearable 
heat and stench, and atrocious 
tortures of devils inflicted upon 
the damned, caused them a trau-
ma which went on for months, 
during which they could hardly 
eat or sleep. Now, young people 
will play driven by the design-
ers’ motto, “Go to Hell, Virtual, 
or Real?”, which is preceded by a 
promotional video which makes 
fun of the Catholic practice: 
“Mass: we pray.”

Eva N. Ferraz
Barcelona, España
Eva:
We are so impressed by your con-

cern for the souls of the victims of 
predatory corporations that we 
shrink from imagining your an-
guish over the untold thousands of 
youths abused by perverted priests. 

The Editor
4

Contaminating Women
To the Editor:
Carl Djerassi, father of the 

contraceptive pill, has regretted 
his invention and has blamed it 
for the demographic catastrophe 
and the terrible imbalance of the 
present population.

He also regrets the lack of con-
nection between sexuality and 
reproduction “young people are 
committing a national suicide 
when they refuse to reproduce.” 

Forty years earlier, however, 
the Vatican (Humanae Vitae En-
cyclical) had already warned that 
the pill would cause a dramatic 
fall in births and condemned the 
pill as an aggression against hu-
man love and God’s intentions, 
considering it a mortal sin. We 
also know nowadays that the for-
mulation of contraceptives has 
an abortive effect as it expels the 
recently conceived embryo, this 
is known as the embryo loss rate. 

As well, the tons of hormones 
which are conveyed through the 
pill users’ urine to the water have 
a devastating ecological effect. 
There is data proving that one 
of the causes for Western men’s 
infertility is the environmen-
tal contamination caused by its 
components. 

Clara Jiménez
Murcia, Spain
Clara:
The work that made Djerassi 

rich, famous, and useful was done 
fifty years ago. Second-hand reports 
of his recent alleged remorse are 
relatively inconsequential — as are 
the side-effects of The Pill, compared 
to those of Henry Ford’s little beast.

The Editor
4

Health Care — HB 3200
To the Editor:
Should the Senate vote this 

Saturday, as they are reportedly 
set to do, and it passes, the first 
thing to go will be the master-
fully crafted balance of power 
between the Executive, Legisla-
tive, and Judicial branches of the 
U.S. Government. 

By passage, Congress will 
have transferred to the Obama 
Administration, authority in a 
number of different areas, over 
the lives of the American people 
and the businesses they own. 
The irony is, that the Congress 
doesn’t have any authority del-
egated to them by the constitu-
tion to legislate in most of those 
areas.

I defy anyone to read the text 
of the U.S. Constitution and 
find any authority granted to 
the members of Congress by the 
document for Congress to regu-
late health care.

This legislation also provides 
for unlimited access by the ap-
pointees of the Obama admin-
istration to: all of your personal 
health care information, all your 
personal financial information, 
all the information of your em-
ployer, and all physician and hos-
pital records.

All of this is a direct violation 
of the specific provisions of the 
4th Amendment to the Consti-
tution protecting against unrea-
sonable searches and seizures.

You can kiss goodbye to the 
right of privacy. That will have 
been legislated into oblivion re-
gardless of what is provided in 
the 3rd and 4th Amendment.

This trashing of your consti-
tutional rights must cease. The 
traitors must be dealt defeat in 
the 2010 election. Phone and fax 
your Senators to defeat this Bill.

Dick Marple
Hooksett, New Hampshire 
Dick:
We don’t know whether to be more 

impressed by your concern for civil 
liberties, or by what must have been 
a remarkable recovery from a coma 
during the years 2001 — 2009.

The Editor
4

Obamacare
To the Editor:
Now that the House of Repre-

sentatives has compromised our 
health care into a 1,900 page job-
securing bureaucratic dream that 
will guarantee more controls and 
less health care: the Senate must 
be prevented from passing any 
variation of this Socialist state 
control that will feature a rerun 
of the self-perpetuating tyranny 
that national socialism always 
achieves: the death of the nation 
it has infected.

I challenge my Honorable Rep-
resentative, Carol Shea-Porter, to 
document her brochure claim that 
67,000 people are without health 
insurance in her district. Has she 
used the illegal aliens our city has 
welcomed as a sanctuary city to 
help pad her count? Bankrupting 
our hospitals and education sys-
tem with illegal aliens who have 
violated our border laws is a “no 
problem.” Perhaps, it’s an asset to 
pad the numbers of their crusade 
to put all Americans in a health 
care straightjacket. Solving the 
problems caused by government 
with more of the same will con-

tinue to exploit the naïve as long 
as it works? 

If we as a people wish to pre-
serve our heritage, we must pre-
vent the habitual nature of our 
Congress from duplicating the 
wisdom of Will Rogers: “Con-
gress doesn’t write legislation, 
they just wave at it as it passes 
by.” Why do our leaders ignore 
the twentieth century failures 
of socialism in Germany, Russia 
and Italy; where histories writ-
ten in the “blood” of well over a 
hundred million victims of these 
Marxist dictatorships are neon 
sign warnings to stop this trend 
of central planned controls from 
the Federal government?

The above brochure-claimed 
purpose of health care reform 
“is to make it more affordable.” 
This would be almost laughable, 
but unfortunately, I’m one of the 
taxpayers whose pocket is being 
picked by these self-appointed 
master planners who assume 
they have license to steal as long 
as we are not aware. Mass “disin-
formation” has propagated that a 
bureaucratic agency, the “perfect 
expertise” that your taxes finance 
will accomplish what never was 
and never can be. When did gov-
ernment ever make anything less 
expensive? It is “for shame” that 
“we the people” continue to al-
low our government to rob Peter 
to pay Paul, at the price of sac-
rificing our posterity’s future to 
the “hell” of Marxist centralized 

haikumuse.com

In air a lobster
trap glistens this fine fall day
frenzy of gulls

Tom D’Evelyn

Quite possibly  
the greatest advertising  

bargain in the history of man. 
Certainly since 1756.

This space could be yours for 
just $16 per issue.* 

(603) 433-9898 or 
ads@nhgazette.com

*Provided you are eligible for our local discount.
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Everything for the traveler
. . . except the tickets!

7 Commercial Alley
(1/2 block from Market Square)
Historic Downtown Portsmouth

Phone: (603) 431-5556

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

10:09

Tibetan 
Buddhist Study

Portsmouth  
and Barrington NH
Newcomers Welcome

www.nhkagyu.org
(603) 664-9586
(207) 438-9338

12:53

12:49

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork
Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh • Lucy Bloomfield

Portsmouth is bounded on the 
north and east by the Piscataqua River. 
Depending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, or 
the fourth fastest-flowing navigable river 
in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gallons 
of salt water from the ocean, up the 
river, into Great Bay. (If the moon ever 
stopped moving that water for us, it 
could be replaced with 2,125,000 tanker 

trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a roving 

hydraulic conflict as incoming sea and 
outgoing river collide. The skirmish line 
moves from the mouth of the river, past 
New Castle, around the bend by the old 
Naval Prison, under Memorial Bridge, 
past the tugboats, and on towards Great 

Bay. This spectacle can best be seen when 
the chart below shows the tide rising. 
A good place to watch is the little deck 
near the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 
to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 

Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this is 
from Bow Street, up by St. John’s church. 
Look up the river, from one of the little 
parking lots between the buildings. 
(Don’t try to drive or park there, that 
won’t work.) You’ll see a red buoy, at 
the upstream end of Badger’s Island, 

bobbing around in the current. That buoy 
weighs several tons, is nine feet wide, 
and it bobs and bounces in the current 
like a cork! The river also has its placid 
moments, around high and low tides. 
Often when the river rests, its tugboats 
and drawbridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in heavily laden with coal, 

oil, and salt generally do so at high tide, 
for maximum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memorial 
Bridge.
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1997—News media convince many 
that Asteroid XF11 might whack 
Earth in 2028.
1990—Oakland police fire tear gas 
into a home, trying to drive out the 
inhabitant, who is standing next to 
them shouting “come out and give 
yourself up.”
1973—V.P. and crook Spiro “Ted” 
Agnew is replaced by Gerald R. 
Ford.
1967—Chaplain Charlie Liteky, 
on patrol in Vietnam, carries 23 
wounded men to safety despite in-
tense hostile fire. He’s later awarded 
the Medal of Honor.
1957—A Vanguard rocket carrying 
the U.S.’s first would-be satellite 
explodes at an altitude of five feet.
1948—A roll of spy film mysteri-
ously turns up in a pumpkin on the 
Maryland farm of ex-Time editor 
Whittaker Chambers.
1918—The U.S. War Dept. aban-
dons its WW I practice of shack-
ling defiant conscientious objectors 
to the walls of solitary cells.
1917—The largest man-made ex-
plosion prior to The Bomb occurs 
in Halifax when a munitions ship 
explodes. 1,600 die and windows 
break 40 miles away.
1907—More than 360 men and 
boys are killed by explosions at two 
coal mines in Monongah, WV.
1884—The Washington Monu-
ment is completed, 101 years after 
George himself picked the spot. 

2006—The “Justice” Department 
fires eight prosecutors for failing to 
persecute enough Democrats.
1998—Boris Yeltsin leaves the hos-
pital, fires several aides, and returns 
to the hospital.
1995—French workers numbering 
1.75 million protest global exploi-
tation.
1993—The Department of Energy 
admits it’s conducted more than 
200 secret weapons tests.
1987—A disgruntled ex-employee 
shoots a Southwest Airlines pilot 
and co-pilot. The plane breaks up 
while diving at Mach 1.2, killing 
all on board.
1977—FBI releases JFK assassina-
tion files … some of them.
1975—Indonesia invades East 
Timor with a little help from the 
U.S. and Britain.
1970—R.I.P. Rube Goldberg, 
cartoonist and designer of Gazette 
business plan.
1968—R. Dodd returns a book 
overdue 145 years to the U. of 
Cincinnati; librarians fail to collect 
$22,646 in fines.
1941—Japanese planes attack Pearl 
Harbor.
1931—Hundreds of hungry work-
ers show up at White House peti-
tioning for work; they get the bum’s 
rush.
1682—Pennsylvania passes the 
“Great Law,” abolishing war in that 
colony.

2004—Soldiers in Iraq ask Sec. 
of Defense Rumsfeld why he sent 
them there without enough vehicle 
armor.
1993—President Clinton signs 
NAFTA into law.
1982—Norman D. Mayer, 66, 
threatens to blow up the Wash-
ington Monument with a van full 
of dynamite unless a national dia-
logue on banning nuclear weapons 
begins. After a ten hour standoff, 
police shoot and kill him. 
1980—John Lennon is shot dead 
in New York.
1972—United Airlines Flight 553 
crashes in Chicago killing 45 peo-
ple including E. Howard Hunt’s 
wife Dorothy.
1969—The LAPD raids Black 
Panther HQ.
1967—U.S. counts 365 dead Viet 
Cong in Mekong Delta battle.
1963—Lightning strike ignites fuel 
tanks of a jetliner which crashes 
near Elkton, Md.
1940—Four hundred German 
planes bomb London.
1894—Birth of James Thurber, 
Columbus, Ohio.
1864—Pope Pius IX denounces 
liberalism, socialism, and rational-
ism.
1854—Pope Pius IX proclaims the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception.
1792—Henry Laurens becomes 
first person cremated in U.S.

1994—Surgeon General Joyceleyn 
Elders is fired for suggesting that 
having sex with yourself is OK.
1992—U.S. Marines wade ashore 
at 2:00 a.m. local time in Somalia, 
prime-time in U.S.
1983—Ed “Meese is a Pig” Meese 
says people go to soup kitchens be-
cause it’s “easier than paying.”
1968—At the Stanford Research 
Institute, Doug Engelbart intro-
duces the computer mouse, e-mail, 
and hypertext.
1966—“We are in a much stronger 
position than two years ago,” says 
Sec. of State Dean Rusk, “[Com-
mies] will not be able to succeed [in 
South Vietnam].”
1958—The John Birch Society 
is founded; famous for calling 
Dwight Eisenhower a Commie.
1955—Hired by Ford to suggest 
a name for a new model, poet 
Marianne Moore suggest “Utopian 
Turtletop;” Ford goes with “Edsel,” 
instead.
1953—GE vows to fire any Com-
mie employees.
1949—J. Parnell Thomas, no lon-
ger head of House Un-American 
Activities Committee, gets 6 to 
18 months in the Crowbar Hilton 
for padding Congressional payrolls 
and spending the loot.
1896—Alfred Jarry’s Ubu Roi is 
first performed. A riot follows.
1842—Birth of Pytor Kropotkin, 
historian and anarchist.

2008—In Saltillo, Mexico, Ameri-
can anti-kidnapping expert Felix 
Batista is kidnapped.
2004—Gary Webb, who exposed 
the CIA-Contra drug connection, 
dies when he’s shot twice in the 
face. The coroner says “suicide.”
2001—At a White House menorah 
lighting ceremony, George W. Bush 
says, “I couldn’t imagine somebody 
like Osama bin Laden understand-
ing the joy of Hanukkah.”
1998—House Judiciary Commit-
tee debates whether to impeach 
Pres. Clinton for lying about his 
disgusting behavior.
1992—Sen. Bob Packwood (Lech-
er-OR) apologizes for his disgust-
ing behavior, but refuses to resign.
1978—Cross-dressing ex-para-
trooper and bad movie director Ed 
Wood, Jr. dies in Hollywood.
1974—Expiating for his disgust-
ing behavior with Fanne Foxe, the 
Argentine Firecracker, Rep. Wilbur 
Mills (D-AR) resigns.
1967—To lower the cost of natural 
gas, the U.S. government explodes 
an A-bomb in NM.
1966—Sixteen U.S. Marines are 
killed in Vietnam, and 11 are 
wounded, by “friendly fire.”
1961—Several highways in New 
Mexico are closed after radioactive 
steam escapes following a nuclear 
weapon test.
1936—King Edward VIII of Eng-
land gives up his day job.

2006—On national TV, President 
George W. Bush denies that he was 
ever “a knee-walking drunk.”
2000—The Supreme Court hears 
Bush v. Gore.
1998—Pres. Clinton begs for for-
giveness, gets three articles of im-
peachment, instead.
1981—Soldiers of the U.S.-backed 
Salvadoran government murder 
900 villagers at El Mozote.
1963—In London, 35-year-old El-
sie Waring collapses and is declared 
dead. Ten hours later, while being 
lifted into a coffin, she gasps and 
begins breathing.
1961—Army helicopters and crew-
men begin direct U.S. military sup-
port in Vietnam.
1960—Seeing at the last minute 
that JFK has his wife and kids with 
him, ex-Belmont, NH resident 
Richard Pavlik defers his plan to 
crash into the President-elect’s car 
with his dynamite-laden Buick.
1951—Coal dust removal tech-
niques are approved by state in-
spectors at New Orient mine in 
West Frankfort, Ill. Ten days later 
an explosion kills 119.
1838—The House of Representa-
tives passes a “gag rule,” proposed 
by Rep. Charles Atherton (D-
NH), which prohibits the discus-
sion of slavery.
1792—The French Convention 
tries King Louis XVI, aka “Louis le 
Dernier,” for treason.

2005— “I think we are welcomed 
[in Iraq],” says George W. Bush, 
“but it was not a peaceful wel-
come.”
2000—The Supreme Court selects 
George W. Bush President.
1998—For good measure, Con-
gress whups a fourth article of im-
peachment on Pres. Clinton.
1988—An errant Navy practice 
missile hits an Indian freighter, 
killing a crewman.
1985—A plane belonging to Ol-
lie North’s favorite airline crashes 
at Gander, Newfoundland, killing 
248 American soldiers. Investiga-
tions carefully reveal nothing.
1984—Georgia officials zap Alpha 
Otis Stephens for two minutes, but 
he breathes for another six minutes 
before they finish him off.
1983—At a Boston trade show 
called “New Trends in Missiles,” 
anarchist wiseguys turn loose 1,000 
cockroaches, symbolizing likely 
winners of a nuclear war.
1950—Sen. Joe McCarthy (R-WI) 
kicks columnist Drew Pearson in 
the groin.
1930—Spanish Civil War starts.
1927—Threatened with impeach-
ment by legislators, Oklahoma 
Governor Henry Johnston calls out 
state troopers to stop them.
1776—Fearing the British will 
take Philadelphia, the Continental 
Congress gives dictatorial powers 
to Washington and flees.

2003—Final victory in Iraq ap-
pears imminent as U.S. troops drag 
S. Hussein out of a hole in the 
ground. U.S. death toll: 547.
2000—Al Gore decides he’d rather 
be righteous than be president.
1988—In Texas, Ray Landry’s 
death is delayed 14 minutes when 
a tube falls from his arm and lethal 
chemicals spray across the room.
1978—The Susan B. Anthony 
dollar is released to an anxiously 
awaiting public.
1964—Four black girls die when a 
church is bombed in Montgomery, 
Ala. Three white men are convict-
ed, and serve an aggregate total of 
thirty days.
1951—Harry S Truman lets J. Ed-
gar “Mary” Hoover scare him into 
agreeing to purge “disloyal” govern-
ment workers.
1949—An American League pro-
posal to legalize the spitball fails.
1932—The work of Congress is in-
terrupted by a deranged store clerk 
brandishing a revolver.
1864—Paraguay declares war on 
Brazil; by war’s end half its popula-
tion is dead.
1774—Paul Revere rides to Ports-
mouth with news that the export of 
powder and arms to America has 
been prohibited.
1642—Abel Janszoon Tasman, 
a Dutch explorer, discovers New 
Zealand but flees after Maoris eat 
a landing party.

2005—George W. Bush blames the 
Iraq War on “faulty intelligence.”
2004—George W. Bush puts Med-
als of Freedom around the necks of 
L. Paul Bremer, General Tommy 
Franks, and George Tenet.
1996—An out-of-control 700 foot 
freighter crashes into a New Or-
leans dock, killing no one.
1987—Chrysler pleads no contest 
to charges it sold thousands of used 
cars as new.
1986—Dick Rutan and Jeana 
Yeager take off in California to 
fly around the world in nine days, 
non-stop.
1973—Richard Nixon emerges 
from the White House to person-
ally thank the U.S head of Rev. 
Sun Myung Moons’s Unification 
Church for his support.
1972—Richard Nixon authorizes 
air delivery of explosive Christmas 
presents to Hanoi.
1970—Shipyard workers strike 
against the Commie government 
in Gdansk, Poland.
1911—Roald Amundson beats 
Robert Scott to the South Pole.
1906—The U1, Germany’s first 
submarine, goes into service.
1799—At Mount Vernon, George 
Washington dies surrounded by 
doctors.
1774—Massachusetts militiamen 
under Major John Sullivan seize 
powder and arms from Fort Wil-
liam and Mary, near Portsmouth.

1997—Paula Jones’ lawyers maneu-
ver Bill Clinton into signing a legal 
document claiming he’d not had 
sex with government workers.
1986—Bill Casey, CIA director, 
suffers a convenient seizure while 
on the job, preventing him from 
testifying about Iran/Contra.
1983—Ed Meese denies Ebeneezer 
Scrooge exploited Bob Cratchit.
1969—Mormons reaffirm their 
exclusion of blacks on religious 
grounds.
1968—Richard Nixon announces 
a third round of troop withdrawals 
from Vietnam.
1967—A defect 2.5 mm deep 
causes the 39 year-old Silver 
Bridge over the Ohio River to col-
lapse, killing 46. 
1966—Walt Disney dies in Los 
Angeles. Contrary to rumor, his re-
mains are burned, not frozen.
1965—U.S. drops 12 tons of bombs 
on Haiphong.
1953—James Kutcher, who lost 
both legs in WW II, is informed 
his disability is being cut because 
he belongs to the Socialist Work-
ers Party.
1944—RIP Glenn Miller.
1939—Barefoot trunk murderess 
Winnie Ruth Judd is captured, 200 
miles from the Arizona State Hos-
pital for the Insane from which she 
had escaped 12 days earlier.
1791—Virginia ratifies the Bill of 
Rights.

2005—The New York Times reports 
that the NSA has been tapping 
U.S. telephones without a warrant.
2001—U.S. troops at Tora Bora ask 
for  reinforcements to catch Osama 
bin Laden. D. Rumsfeld denies 
their request and Osama walks.
1998—Just before Ramadan (and 
a vote on his impeachment) Pres. 
Clinton fires 200 missiles at Iraq.
1988—Bush #41 appoints Sen. 
John Tower, a boozing womanizer, 
to be Defense Secretary.
1988—Lyndon LaRouche is con-
victed of tax and mail fraud.
1983—To a report that Ronald 
Reagan recently told an assembly 
of 300 real Medal of Honor recipi-
ents a concocted anecdote about a 
non-existent Medal recipient. Lar-
ry Speakes replies, “If you tell the 
same story five times, it’s true.”
1965—Gen. Westmoreland asks 
for 243,000 more men in Vietnam.
1960—Two airliners collide over 
New York City, killing 134.
1944—Hitler overrules his gener-
als and mounts a massive attack in 
the Ardennes Forest.
1835—A two-day fire destroys 674 
buildings in New York, bankrupt-
ing insurance companies and kick-
ing off the Depression of 1837.
1811—Biggest quake in U.S. his-
tory hits New Madrid, MO.
1773—“Sons of Liberty” disguised 
as Mohawks dump 342 chests of 
tea into Boston Harbor.

2006—Bill Kristol, on Fox News 
Sunday, says “Barack Obama is not 
going to beat Hillary Clinton in a 
single Democratic primary. I’ll pre-
dict that right now.”
2005—A mob of 40 drunken, 
anarchy-spouting Santas go on a 
rampage through Aukland, NZ.
1998—Pres. Clinton continues 
blasting Iraq, using up about half of 
the Pentagon’s cruise missiles.
1997—In Paris, 34 nations includ-
ing the U.S. sign an anti-bribery-
in-business convention.
1997—Thanks to a new law, land-
locked Montana becomes, for 
anonymous foreigners with over 
$200,000 to deposit, an “offshore” 
banking center.
1996—The last-known eunuch in 
China, Sun Yaoting, dies.
1996—Peruvian guerrillas crash a 
party at the Japanese embassy in 
Lima, take hostages, and stay for 
four months.
1967—Australian Prime Minister 
Harold Holt goes for a swim in 
heavy surf and disappears.
1960—An Air Force C-131 crash-
es into a steeple in Munich, then 
falls onto a trolley car, killing all 20 
on the plane, 18 in the trolley, and 
11 more on the street.
1927—Hit off Provincetown by the 
Coast Guard destroyer Paulding, 
the U.S. sub S-4 sinks. Six of the 40 
aboard survive the initial sinking 
but can’t be rescued in time.

2005—“Not only can we win the 
war in Iraq—we are winning the 
war in Iraq,” declares George W. 
Bush, 962 days after having de-
clared “Mission accomplished.”
2004—John Walsh announces on 
“America’s Most Wanted” that the 
two fugitives he most wants to 
see caught are Jahbir and Alfonso 
Fowle.
2000—”If this were a dictatorship,” 
says George W. Bush on CNN, 
“it’d be a heck of a lot easier, just so 
long as I’m the dictator.”
1998—Censure of Bill Clinton isn’t 
good enough for House Republi-
cans; they want impeachment.
1996—Kenyan students protest 
the killing of a student the previous 
day. Police kill two more students.
1996—G-Man Earl Pitts is arrest-
ed for moonlighting for the KGB.
1972—R. Nixon starts a campaign 
of B-52s strikes against North 
Vietnam. Three Stratofortresses are 
shot down the first night. 
1957—The first watts of nuclear-
generated electricity begin lighting 
up used car lots and neon signs.
1946—Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker 
flies over Broadway scattering Da-
mon Runyon’s ashes.
1941—Outnumbered 10 to 1, U.S. 
forces lose Guam to the Japanese.
1917—Congress submits the 18th 
Amendment to the states for their 
approval. After it passes, Prohibi-
tion begins.

2007—Fire breaks out near “Dick” 
Cheney’s office. Likely cause: spon-
taneous inhuman combustion.
1998—As Bill Clinton is being 
impeached for some hanky-panky, 
Speaker-elect Bob Livingston re-
signs to cover up a bit of his own.
1984—Due to a work speedup, 27 
miners are killed in Utah.
1974—Norris Cotton slides a 
resolution through the Senate giv-
ing the senior Senator from New 
Hampshire the right to comman-
deer the “Daniel Webster” desk.
1946—The Viet Minh take on the 
French in Indo-China.
1941—Disgruntled ex-corporal 
A. Hitler becomes Commander in 
Chief of German Army.
1910—Baltimore becomes first 
U.S. city with designated white and 
black residential areas.
1907—A coal mine explosion kills 
239 in Jacobs Creek, PA.
1832—Attempting to find his way 
home from a New Jersey tavern 
during a snowstorm, poet and jour-
nalist Philip Freneau dies at 80.
1777—Washington’s army arrives 
at Valley Forge, PA.
1776—Thomas Paine’s American 
Crisis is published; “These are the 
times that try men’s souls . . . ”
1732—Benjamin Franklin pub-
lishes first Poor Richard’s Almanac.
1675—Puritans massacre the pre-
viously peaceful Narragansetts in 
the “Great Swamp Fight.”


