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In their natural state, members 
of Homo sapiens are truly pathetic 
creatures. Born feeble and helpless, 
they are forever enslaved to those 
insatiable organs, their stomachs. 
Even their natural method of lo-
comotion is ridiculous: leaning 
forward, shuffling their feet, try-
ing not to fall on their faces. If 
they manage to survive their in-
fancy they are quickly made aware 
of their own impending doom.

Yet even under these lamenta-
ble circumstances, some of these 
featherless bipeds take it upon 
themselves to alleviate as best 
they can the pains and indigni-
ties their fellow beings inevitably 
suffer, despite the close, intimate, 
and frequently revolting contact 
that task requires.*

Similarly (and contrary to ro-
mantic notions popular in some 
quarters) these evolutionary oddi-
ties invariably begin life in a state 
of appalling ignorance. Their at-
tainment of even the most ru-
dimentary understanding of the 
world is a process so difficult, 
complex, and halting that educat-
ing each individual takes decades 
and requires the efforts of scores 
of teachers. 

Even those efforts are barely 
sufficient, as evidenced by the fact 
that it took 200,000 years for the 
species’ brightest members to in-
vent hospitals and universities.

Such institutions are so vast 
and complex that their creation 
requires money in enormous 
sums. Quantity is said to have a 
quality all its own; money in suf-

ficient quantities has a name all its 
own: capital.

Just as there are distinct markets 
for fish, flowers, and vegetables, so 
there are markets for capital. Their 
supposed function is to make the 
savings of many individuals avail-
able to borrowers. They, in turn, 
put those funds to work, with the 
hope of making a profit by doing 
something useful. Such, at least, is 
the theory. Thanks to these capi-
tal markets, mankind has enjoyed 
the benefits of telegraph systems, 
electrical grids, steamship lines, 
and railroads. 

Being a sort of judgement-free, 
all-purpose tool, capital and the 
capitalists who deploy it have also 
brought us the alleged benefits 
of fast food, styrofoam packag-
ing, cigarettes, and Humvees. In 
fact, were it not for the strictures 
placed on capital by governments, 
capitalists might send vendors to 
rove through our neighborhoods, 
peddling opiates and amphet-
amines as if they were ice cream 
to whomever could meet their 
price.

That may sound harsh, but con-
sider: it’s not as if these money 
wizards balked at profiteering 
from health care and education. 
The costs for both have skyrock-
eted in recent years, yet patients 
are no healthier and students are 
no smarter. As the lawyers say, qui 
bono?

Qui Bono?
The record suggests that for 

99.996 percent of our species’ ex-
istence, might and right have been 
more or less interchangeable. 

Public acceptance of that equa-
tion, however, has dwindled con-
siderably over the past 800 years.

It has gradually been supplant-
ed by the concept of government 
by law, thanks to its novel offer of 

features such as the right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. 

By way of contrast, the old 
“might makes right” school, in its 
modern manifestation of capital-
ism, offers 57 varieties of sugar-
based cereals and seven flavors of 
dental floss.

Strange as it seems, in recent 
decades a concerted effort has 
been mounted that would reha-
bilitate the old principle of might 
makes right, and tie the hands of 
government.

Not in so many words, of course; 
it takes a special kind of pitch to 
sell such a retrograde concept. 
There are people who can do it, 
though. The phrase “he could talk 
a hungry dog off a meat wagon” 
did not spring up on its own, out 
of nowhere.

Crafting and delivering such 
campaigns is a specialized and 
highly competitive field. Those 

who do it best are paid very well 
indeed: ask Rush, or Sean, or 
Glenn.

This is a System?
Despite their best efforts, and 

the efforts of thousands of other 
schemers and scribblers who toil 
in relative obscurity, the U.S. gov-
ernment has yet to be drowned in 
Grover Norquist’s bathtub.

Thanks to the technical pecu-
liarities of game theory and our 
simple-minded practice of de-
ciding elections with the “winner 
take all” method, we are locked 
into a two-party system. (If we all 
switched to ranked-choice voting, 
which some locales have success-
fully done, we could have a multi-
party political system, but that’s a 
Rant for another day.)

Of those two parties, one has 
clearly made the choice to fight 
for the rights of capitalism, and 
the corporations which embody 
it. You know who we mean.

With Friends Like These …
Our political system claims to 

base its decisions upon the will 
of the majority. These days the 
majority find themselves stuck 
somewhere between “desperate” 
and “anxious” on the economic 
spectrum. A situation like this is 
made to order for a Party willing 
to fight like hell for the average 
person.

We hate to be the bearer of de-
pressing news, but until that Party 
comes along all we have got is the 
Democrats.

Bernie, Liz, and a Coin Flip
We see two small rays of hope 

on the political horizon. Of course, 
this being the season for that sort 
of thing, they’re both being men-
tioned as potential Presidential 
candidates.

We’d like to see Bernie Sand-
ers and Elizabeth Warren run as 
a team. They can flip a coin to see 
who gets the top spot.

Wednesday, December 3rd, is a 
day that will live in irony. Organi-
zation Day for the General Court 
saw the New Hampshire House 
elect its next Speaker in the most 
chaotic leadership battle in living 
memory.

One would think that Repub-
licans should have been happy to 
see a member of their own party 
assume that powerful position — 
but nooo. The gnashing of their 
teeth could be heard over here in 
the former Colonial capitol. 

The other side of the aisle, 
however, was positively jubilant. 
Schadenfreude must not be toxic: 
Democrats mainlined the stuff all 
day long but nobody OD’d.

Needless to say, this was not the 
triumphal return to power that 

the GOP had anticipated. 
A Farce in Five Acts: I

Arrival of the Stone Tablets
One week and a day after the 

election gave their party a major-
ity in the House, a six-pack of 
ostentatiously adult Republicans, 
including Senator Kelly Ayotte 
and ex-Governors John H. Su-
nunu and Steve Merrill, issued 
a letter to their caucus backing 
Gene Chandler for that position. 

The Chandler to whom they 
referred is not the singer of “Duke 
of Earl,” but the Bartlett resident 
whose second term as Speaker 
ended in 2004 when he chose not 
to run again due to a perceived 
ethical difficulty. 

Chandler had covered the ex-
penses of his previous ten cam-

paigns for Representative by run-
ning annual “Old-Fashioned Corn 
Roasts.” The roasts produced, on 
average, about $10,000; the posi-
tion they secured pays $100 a year. 
Chandler pled that he’d been of-
ficially misinformed by the state 
as to what the reporting require-
ments were, but that failed to save 
him. In the end he pled guilty to 
a misdemeanor and coughed up 
$2,000 — 1/32nd of the sum that 
the roasts had raised.

Chandler’s sins being suffi-
ciently remote in time, the sages 
wrote in his support that “our 
tone, our message and our actions 
will be center stage as to whether 
Republicans will earn the right to 
continue to govern.” We can only 
hope so.

The sage’s letter was a blatant 
attempt to head off Chandler’s 
rival, former Speaker William 
“Billy the Bully” O’Brien, a lawyer 
and refugee from the Peoples’ Re-
public of Taxachusetts. 

Aaron Day, chair of the Repub-
lican Liberty Caucus, an amalgam 
of Free State Project adherents 
and full-bore Tea Partiers which 
had just been endorsed O’Brien, 
fired off a response whose tone 
was a pitch-perfect example of 
what the sages had feared. 

Day wrote that the “big name 
Republicans” who signed the pro-
Chandler letter had “besmirched 
themselves and their party by 
attempting to interfere in the 
Speaker’s race.” The “miscreants” 
had “neither understanding nor 

respect for the institution and 
its independence” — especially 
“Doug Scamman, a notorious 
turncoat who in 2004 betrayed his 
own party by scheming with the 
Democrats to get himself elected 
Speaker.”

Unlike many of this state’s free-
lance Right Wing radicals, who 
“stick it to the man” by stuffing 
nickels into Keene parking me-
ters, Day is a Kind of a Big Deal 
among serious “Liberty” fetishists. 
He is the Chief Executive Offi-
cer of The Atlas Society, which 
is “part of the Objectivist move-
ment,” according to our infallible 
friend Wikipedia, “that split off 

* True, providing health care to others 
whose needs are more immediate may 
serve to distract the giver from his own 
existential terrors. Even if that’s the case, it 
in no way lessens the value of the gift. Such 
work requires a deeper and more thorough 
understanding of our innate frailty, and a 
commensurate ability to focus the mind in 
the face of an indomitable threat.
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from the Ayn Rand Institute in 
1990 due to disagreements over 
whether Ayn Rand’s philoso-
phy of Objectivism was a “closed 
system” or an “open system.” Let 
the Vatican ponder angels on the 
heads of pins, atheistic Randians* 
have more momentous concerns.

O’Brien had been promising 
that, if elected, he would be a 

“kinder, gentler” Speaker than be-
fore. Judging from his reaction to 
the pro-Chandler letter, though, 
his two years in the political wil-
derness have left his lack of charm 
undiminished. According to New 
Hampshire Journal’s John DiStaso, 
he “shrugged off ” its authors, say-
ing they were “mostly people who 
governed in the last century.” 

O’Brien’s confidence may 
have also been bolstered — al-
beit counterintuitively — by an 

endorsement from former Party 
Chairman Jack Kimball. Kim-
ball’s tenure in that position 
was roughly analogous to Craig 
Benson’s calamitous single term 
as Governor. Both left the State 
Party in such disarray that even 
their friends don’t like them.

A Farce in Five Acts: II
Histrionic Retaliation

Ayotte’s attempt to meddle in 
the affairs of the House angered 
Litchfield Rep. George Lambert 
so much that he hatched an elab-
orate plan to retaliate.

His weapon of choice: a threat 
to re-file a bill (previously rejected 
in committee as unconstitutional) 
which would negate the 17th 
Amendment by placing Ayotte’s 
re-nomination next year in the 
hands of New Hampshire House 
Republicans.

A Farce in Five Acts: III
Premature Congratulations
Republicans caucused on No-

vember 18th and, by a measly four 

votes, elected O’Brien as their 
candidate for Speaker. Runner-
up Gene Chandler, perhaps to 
demonstrate which was the big-
ger man — a matter which had 
never been in doubt — proposed 
that another vote be taken so that 
O’Brien could claim unanimous 
support. The charade was con-
ducted without a hitch. O’Brien 
became the Once and Future 
Speaker.

Many Democrats — and Re-
publicans as well — were incredu-
lous at the Party’s choice. Former 
Governor John Sununu, though, 
an old hand at uttering improb-
able statements, announced after 
the caucus vote that he hoped 
that “every Republican Repre-
sentative will cast their vote for 
Bill O’Brien.” So all was resolved 
— except for one niggling little 
thing: hard as it is for the GOP 
to accept, the New Hampshire 
House extends beyond the con-
fines of the Republican caucus.

A Farce in Four Acts: IV
Parliamentary Palpitations
New Hampshire has tradition-

ally elected its House Speakers by 
secret ballot, but on Organization 
Day an O’Brien supporter moved 
for a roll call vote instead. O’Brien 
himself — who during his Speak-
ership had locked out the press 
and cleared the gallery of visitors 
— cited the transcendent virtue 
of transparency in supporting the 
motion. 

His opponents found that argu-
ment transparently disingenuous; 
those who were inclined to vote 
against him were sure they would 
suffer if he were elected. 

Two hours of rancorous but fu-
tile debate ensued, with no kinder, 
gentler O’Brien to be seen. The 
motion failed: the election would 
be by secret ballot. When the as-
sembly broke for lunch the status 
quo was unchanged; but the hand-
writing was on the wall.

The first ballot for Speaker came 

Officer Krupke of the Flag Police was lurking on the South shore of the North 
Mill Pond recently, hoping to catch a glimpse of the notoriously noisy motor-
ized vehicle* which has been appearing of late in the Award-Winning “Lo-
cal” Daily’s Police Log, when what to his wondering eyes did appear but the 
sorry specimen of a flag shown above, rent by a foot-long tear between two 
of its stripes. A citation is hereby issued.
* The paper calls it an “airboat,” but our sources say it’s a hovercraft.

* Rand’s so-called philosophy is one of the great driving forces behind American politics 
today. (The other, of course, being greed). This is altogether fitting and proper, though 
contrary to the spirit of the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution and its notions of forming 
a more perfect union, establishing justice, insuring domestic tranquility, and promoting 
the general welfare. If there’s one characteristic that has come to dominate our politics 
it’s hypocrisy, and Rand was a pro at that. A two-pack a day smoker who dismissed the 
Surgeon General’s warnings about cigarettes, she had surgery for lung cancer in 1974. 
Shortly afterwards, after a lifetime of sneering at any form of governmental assistance to its 
citizenry, she signed up for Social Security and Medicare. 
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at about 3:00 p.m. O’Brien drew 
190 votes to Penacook Democrat 
Steve Shurtleff ’s 168 — but 194 
were needed to win. 

Twenty-nine of the ballots cast 
had been left blank. A creative 
O’Brien supporter ventured to 
argue that they should not count 
towards the total. 

That would have given O’Brien 
the win. House Clerk Karen Wad-
sworth, on the last and likely most 
trying day of her twenty year ca-
reer, gaveled the proposition into 
oblivion.

Wadsworth’s ruling opened 
the door for the nomination of 
Shawn Jasper. The Hudson Re-
publican had announced just the 
day before that he would enter 
the race if O’Brien failed to win 
on the first ballot.

A second vote was taken. Jasper 
fell just one vote short; O’Brien 
trailed by three.

On the third round Jasper won 
with 195 votes, 80 percent of them 
coming from Democrats.

A Farce in Four Acts: V
Rancorous Expostulations

There was, in the end, one thing 
on which all could agree: by trying 
to force a roll call vote, O’Brien 
had snatched defeat from the 
jaws of victory.

The pro-O’Brien faction was 
left frothing at the mouth, cry-
ing RINOs and treachery and 
treason, oh my. At last report they 
were calculating how best to at-
tack their enemies — and they 
weren’t talking about Democrats.

New Hampshire has long prid-
ed itself on its unique and vibrant 
political culture. Now we have an 
added distinction: three separate 
and distinct political parties — 
Democrats, the GOP, and the 
OGOP: the Other Grand Old 
Party.
Wentworth Fails to Buy the Sea

Who says there’s no such thing 
as good news?

On November 26th, Judge 
Marguerite L. Wageling of the 
Rockingam County Superior 
Court granted a summary judg-
ment in the matter of Robert Jesu-
rum v. WBTSCC Limited Partner-
ship, et al., the short, plain English 
version of which is: yes, members 
of the general public do have the 
legal right to cross land belong-
ing to the Wentworth By the Sea 
Country Club to get to the little 
beach at Sanders Poynt.

Two years ago Bill Binnie, pro-
prietor of the Country Club, re-
ceived a building permit from the 
Town of Rye for a relatively in-

nocuous rail fence.
Shortly afterwards his employ-

ees eradicated a small, town-built 
parking lot big enough for half a 
dozen or eight cars, removed the 
town’s sign prohibiting overnight 
parking, blocked the wheel tracks 
to the lot with a row of three-foot 
boulders, and planted a dense 
thicket of man-high shrubbery. 
Then they built the fence. 

Rye resident Robert Jesurum 
took umbrage at Binnie’s pre-
sumption and filed a lawsuit seek-
ing quiet title to the area in ques-
tion. The Town filed suit against 
Binnie, as well, trying to force him 
to submit to a site review. Binnie 
sued them both right back. 

Affadavits, depositions, and the 
usual legalistic folderol all en-
sued. During the course of these 
expensive proceedings Jesurum’s 
lawyer, Paul McEachern, filed for 
a summary judgment; i.e., he ar-
gued that a trial was unnecessary 
and the case could be decided on 
the basis of facts agreed to by both 
sides.

A key point was whether or not 
Binnie had ever given the public 
permission to use his property. He 
claimed that he had; if that were 
so, he could withdraw that per-
mission at will.

Wageling wrote, “while Mr. 
Binnie makes the conclusory al-
legation in his affadavit that he 
permitted the public to use the 
land, he fails to show how that 
permission was effectuated or an-
nounced to the general public.…

“It is entirely unreasonable to 
conclude from Mr. Binnie’s sub-
jective belief alone that members 
of the public should have recog-
nized that any permissible use of 
the area was subject to the Went-
worth defendants’ consent.…”

That’s the trouble with peasants 
these days — they can’t be both-
ered to read the mind of the Lord 
of the Manor.

So what is to be done?
Since Jesurum has won the de-

claratory and injunctive relief he 
sought, the next step is “to de-
termine the proper scope of the 

presriptive easements held by 
Plaintiff and the public before the 
Court can articulate the precise 
remedy….”

That should be a lot of fun, 
since “the public’s prescriptive 
easement may extend not only to 
beach access, but to parking and 
boat-launching rights,” and bin-
nie’s lawyer has made noises about 
contesting the decision.

As it happens, the alleged edi-
tor happened to see Bill Binnie 
with two other gentlemen on 
Monday. Not in a social way, of 
course; they didn’t speak, they all 
just happened to be at the editor’s 
favorite lunch joint at the same 
time. The other three must have 
been slumming. Binnie looked 
glum the entire time, which was 
more than half an hour.

Welcome to the Fold
The first issue of The Sound, “free 

& independent news for the Sea-
coast,” appeared December 3rd.

It’s a handsome paper with 
good writing on an array of top-
ics, with emphasis on the arts.

Portsmouth’s official tree — no sacred references, please — stands in Market 
Square, for a limited time only. Despite being severed from its roots, still it 
bears glad tidings of the vaguely-defined “season.” Oh, the festivity!
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Sanders Poynt Struggle
Not Over Yet 

To the Editor: 
This letter is a follow-up to 

Judge Wagelin’s summary judg-
ment ruling in which she af-
firmed my and the public’s pre-
scriptive easement rights to the 
use of Sanders Poynt. Thanks to 
the Portsmouth Herald for the ex-
cellent coverage [it has] provided 
and to all the people who have 
encouraged me in trying to stop 
a private club from preventing 
access to what had been a public 
beach and a boat launching area. 

There are a few people who 
have really helped. One is Debo-
rah Cross of the Celebration of 
Life Studio who produced an 
excellent video when the con-
troversy started over two years 
ago. It can be seen at YouTube.
com/watch?v=iB0MNNmj89A. 
Or just search for Sanders Poynt 
on YouTube. There is also a Web 
site maintained by the Friends of 
Sanders Point: SandersPoint.org. 

But this trial is far from over. 
Not only has the defendants’ law-
yer, Benjamin King, said to [the 
Herald] that they are considering 
appealing to the New Hamp-
shire Supreme Court, but Judge 
Wageling has left the remedy to 
be determined by a hearing to be 
held sometime in the future. 

The judge clearly states that 
there is a wide range of possible 
outcomes, ranging from opening 
a path for pedestrians to restoring 
the entire parking lot as it stood 
for many decades. While it is ob-

vious to me that the parking lot 
should be restored, it is left to the 
public to affirm that history and 
that entitlement. Our quiet title 
could restore the original park-
ing lot, turning area, beach access, 
and boat launching access, but the 
burden is on us to provide proof 
of such usage. 

So, I am asking anyone who 
has parked there in order to enjoy 
the view or to walk on the beach, 
anyone who has launched a boat, 
anyone who has parked to go look 
for golf balls or worms or colonial 
era pottery shards — please come 
forward as witnesses. Or please 
scratch your head to remember if 
you have any acquaintances who 
could witness on our behalf. Please 
call Jake Marvelley directly at the 
offices of Shaines & McEachern, 
(603) 436-3110, or e-mail Jake at 
jmarvelley@shaines.com. 

There is another issue here that 
has not been addressed by the trial. 
It might never have been an issue 
had the Wentworth Golf Club 
not undertaken their land seizure. 
After crossing Sanders Poynt, one 
had the privilege of walking a long 
beach along Little Harbor and 
the golf course. However, Sanders 
Poynt is adjacent to a green. The 
tee is at the other end of a curved 
beach, and this public beach has 
been in effect used as a giant sand 
trap, a real “hazard,” to provide 
excitement to golfers. They angle 
their tee shots across the beach, 
over the heads of any beach us-
ers. When the public used to have 
access, there was a sign posted at 
one edge of Sanders Poynt which 
stated in part, “Warning, Danger 
from flying golf balls at beach.” 

That is why the beach used to 
be a gold mine for people in the 
business of retrieving used golf 
balls. In an implicit acknowledge-
ment that the Wentworth Golf 
Club now believes that it has 
acquired control over this pub-
lic land, it has removed the sign. 
However, on two occasions that 
I know of, people walking on the 

beach have been confronted by 
rude golfers, telling them to get 
off the beach because they were 
interfering with their game. 

Since the Wentworth acknowl-
edges that it has turned public 
property into a hazard, shouldn’t 
it be required in any remedy to 
move the offending tee so that it 
does not have to recklessly endan-
ger beach users? I would like to 
request that from the judge, but it 
may well require another lawsuit. 

Thanks again. The advantage is 
ours, but the struggle is not over. 
And anyone who can be a witness 
for us, please contact Jake Mar-
velley. 

Bob Jesurum
Rye, NH
Bob:
Thank you for forwarding Mark 

Schlieper’s amusing letter, which 
ran in the Award-Winning “Local” 
Daily.

His claim that your valiant effort 
to protect the legal rights of the gen-
eral public amounts to “nothing more 
than a land grab” doesn’t say much 
for his high school civics teacher.

We also enjoyed his fawning ref-
erence to “Mrs. Margaret Smith, the 
former hotel owner, [who] would not 
abide by this nonsense either.” That 
would be Margaret “The Haughty 
Racist” Smith, who would also not 
abide Blacks or Jews in her hotel 
dining room.

Schlieper notes that the Smiths 
and the Binnies are “neither notori-
ous nor nefarious.” Perhaps you are 
one or the other? 

Or maybe he’s referring to the 
Leftist Marching Band, which, 
having marching across Binnie’s golf 
course, is both.

The Editor
§

Don’t Kill the Internet
To the Editor:
[Note: Sadly the deadline for ac-

tion on this matter passed yesterday. 
Such are the travails of fortnightly 
publishing. We run Dick’s letter 
anyway because the issue is impor-
tant and it’s not going away. — The 

Ed.]
The Federal Communica-

tions Commission (FCC) wants 
to kill the very thing that makes 
the Internet great: net neutrality. 
This requires every one of us get-
ting actively involved before De-
cember 11th, the date set for the 
FCC’s session on this matter.

Big business, in this case in-
ternet service providers (ISPs), 
want to control. Again. They want 
to own the playing field, the bat, 
and the ball. Americans have had 
enough of big financial institu-
tions, big pharma, big oil, big 
health, and big insurance. 

Should internet providers be al-
lowed to speed up or slow down 
any company’s or individual’s 
data flow, even by milliseconds? 
That’s not unlike electronic trad-
ing wherein data flowing 2-mil-
liseconds faster can turn into mil-
lions of dollars in profit. That’s an 
unfair electronic disadvantage for 
innovators and start-ups. A “fast 
lane” immensely favors big money 
and abuses others.

The problem: network owners 
discriminating, double-dipping, 
and stifling innovation. The free-
flowing Internet as we know it 
could become history. We may 
have to pay a network tax for 
voice-over-internet phones or In-
stant Messenger. The next genera-
tion of inventions will be shut out 
of top-tier service while network 
owners rake in huge profits paid 
by end consumers. These network 
giants want to charge web site op-
erators, application providers and 
device manufacturers for the right 
to use the network. They retain 
highly paid lobbyists and lawyers 
assigned to win.

Current examples: financial 
institutions getting Congress to 
change decades-old consumer 
protections [resulting in] an ava-
lanche of usury, fees, penalties, 
and our debt-based economy. 

Pharmaceutical companies levy 
outrageous prices to Americans 
while selling the same medica-
tions for a fraction of the price to 
other nations.

Comcast, AT&T, Verizon, 
Sprint, and others are the ISPs. 
They’re huge and powerful with 
formidable lobbyists many of 
which are now FCC employees. 
There’s no way for a new com-
petitor to enter their market. Mo-
nopolies form. 

Net neutrality says internet 
service providers can’t speed up, 
slow down, or block web content 
based on source. That’s essential to 
Americans conducting basic daily 
business from applying for a job 
to running a small business. And 
our right to communicate freely 
lies at the heart of our participat-
ing equally in our “democracy.” 

America holds itself out to be 
the land of equal opportunity. 
For nearly a century our law has 
recognized that companies con-
necting you and me to the world 
have obligations not to exploit the 
monopoly they enjoy over access 
in and out of your home or busi-
ness. That’s why phone calls from 
customers of any phone company 
reliably reach customers of a dif-
ferent one, and why you will not 
be penalized for calling someone 
who is using another provider. 
That same common sense phi-
losophy should guide any service 
based on the transmission of in-
formation, whether a phone call 
or a packet of data. Some con-
glomerates now own hundreds of 
stations and many channels.

The FCC was created to protect 
radio (then, television) airways for 
the American people. It has failed. 
Its mandate of allowing station 
and channel ownership for many 
has descended into a few elite 
owning and controlling hundreds 
of stations and channels and their 
content.
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The Commission is indepen-
dent of control. President Obama 
suggested to the Commission 
that net neutrality absolutely be 
observed. He asks for “no block-
ing, no throttling, increased trans-
parency, no paid prioritization … 
net neutrality has been built into 
the internet since its creation.” 
FCC chairman Tom Wheeler re-
sponded, “like the President, I be-
lieve the internet must remain an 
open platform.” Yet, he’s propos-
ing a “hybrid approach.” (Watch 
out for that.) The proposal could 
negatively impact consumer pric-
es, choices and access to the in-
ternet, as well as free speech and 
innovation. (Disclosure: Wheeler 
is the former top executive and 
lobbyist for the Cellular Telecom-
munications & Internet Associa-
tion (CTIA).

Capitalism doesn’t work when 
monopolies block the way be-
tween producers and consum-
ers. That’s not rhetoric, it’s math. 
Capitalism doesn’t work when 
new businesses cannot emerge in 
a marketplace. Democracy doesn’t 
work when a few oligarchic elite 
control the many.

Some argue the internet should 
be understood to be a “public util-
ity,” that its services are not luxu-
ries, but essential. 

The internet is one of the great-
est gifts to humanity. Net neutral-
ity is a free speech issue. There’s 
no higher calling than protecting 
the open, accessible, and free in-
ternet. Wheeler invites comments 
from anyone. That’s you and me. 
Please don’t leave this for others 
to do. Get involved before De-
cember 11th. Email Tom.Wheel-
er@fcc.gov. Mail him at: Federal 
Communications Commission; 
445 12th Street SW; Washing-
ton, DC 20554. Call him at: (1-
888-CALL FCC). Fax him at 
1-866-418-0232. 

The debate is about what kind 

of country we want to live in. The 
internet is the absolutely neces-
sary next step to universal growth 
and acceptance of each other. No 
one, certainly not ISPs, should be 
allowed to manipulate that in the 
name of exorbitant riches.

Dick Rozek
Portsmouth, NH

§
Our First Woman President
To the Editor:
America, come 2016, will be 

fully prepared to finally elect its 
first female President. Further-
more, I have seen strong indi-
cations that an ever increasing 
percentage of Americans favor 
Progressive policies.

The editor of another venerable 
local newspaper has already of-
fered his/her predictions for the 
2016 election season and invited 
readers to do the same; hence, I 
will stick my neck out, based on 
my premises stated above, with 
predictions for national-level 
elections. Frank Guinta will 
lose his Congressional seat, but 
the Democrats will not pick up 
enough seats to regain the U.S. 
House due to Republican gerry-
mandering. The Democrats will 
reclaim the Senate majority with 
Senator Kelly Ayotte’s seat also in 
play. My boldest prediction is that 
Elizabeth Warren, the current 
senior U.S. Senator from Massa-
chusetts, will emerge as the coun-
try’s next President and Julian 
Castro, the former Mayor of San 
Antonio, Texas and current HUD 
Secretary, will be her VP.

I just participated in a “Presi-
dential Pulse Poll,” along with 
164,732 members of Democ-
racy for America, for which we 
were asked to select our top three 
choices for Democratic presiden-
tial candidates. Elizabeth Warren 
was my number one choice and, 
sure enough, she finished on top 
in a landslide, gathering 44 per-

cent of 1st choice votes to her 
closest competitor’s 24 percent.

I chose Elizabeth because she 
always speaks truth to power as 
she does in the following state-
ment on Republican economics, 
“The Republicans have a pretty 
simple philosophy: they say if 
those at the top have more — 
more power for Wall Street play-
ers to do whatever they want and 
more money for tax cuts than 
somehow they can be counted 
on to build the economy for ev-
eryone else. Well, we tried it for 
30 years and it didn’t work. In fact 
the consequences were nearly cat-
astrophic. We tested the Repub-
lican ideas and they failed, they 
failed spectacularly.”

Our next POTUS, Elizabeth, 
is a brilliant, hardworking, plain-
speaking, empathetic individual 
from very humble beginnings. 
She is a warrior for the Middle 
Class and a fierce debater who has 
already raised a number of impor-
tant questions of economic fair-
ness and opportunity in America. 

Wayne H. Merritt
Dover, NH

§
Don’t Expect Too Much

To the Editor:
Now that the dust has settled 

post-election, let’s look back at 
the accomplishments of last year’s 
Republican-led Congress. Many 
would agree that the 113th Con-
gress has been the most unpro-
ductive, most closed Congress in 
modern history. Here’s why. 

Only 201 bills were signed into 
law, (only 32 major pieces of leg-
islation). Compare this to: 284 
during the 112th Congress, 385 
laws during the 111th Congress, 
and 460 laws during the 110th 
Congress. 

House Republicans chose in-
stead to expand their record of 
obstructionism and partisanship. 
Remember the 16-day govern-
ment shutdown led by House 
Republicans in October 2013? It 
cost the U.S. economy approxi-

mately $24 billion and furloughed 
millions of federal employees.

Since they took the Majority, 
House Republicans have wasted 
time and taxpayer money, voting 
over 50 times to undermine or 
repeal consumer protections, fi-
nancial assistance, and expanded 
coverage options provided by the 
Affordable Care Act. In June, 
House Republicans voted to au-
thorize a $350,000 lawsuit against 
the President, even though the 
majority of Americans understood 
the lawsuit to be political stunt.

House Republicans voted 
against the issues that the majority 
of Americans support. Although 
74 percent of people support 
equal pay for equal work, House 
Republicans voted three times 
against the Paycheck Fairness 
Act. While 71 percent of people 
favor an increase in the federal 
minimum wage, House Republi-
cans voted seven times against a 
$10.10/hour minimum wage in-
crease. An increase would give 25 
million American workers a raise 
and help boost our economy. 

While 81 percent of Ameri-
cans say that education should 
be a top priority, second only to 
jobs, House Republicans cut early 
childhood education by $19 bil-
lion, K-12 education by $89 bil-
lion, and higher education by 
$260 billion. House Republicans 
pursued a partisan strategy that 
led to the doubling of student 
loan interest rates.

While 69 percent agree that 
global warming is a serious prob-
lem, House Republicans cast 500 
anti-environmental votes between 
January 2011 and June 2014. 

Next year, Republicans will 
control both chambers of Con-
gress. They will have the respon-
sibility of governing responsibly 
and working with Democrats on 
behalf of the American people. 
Any predictions about how they 
will do?

Beth Olshansky
Durham, NH

Ways to Help the Homeless
To the Editor:
The Federal Real Property 

Council (FRPC) lists nearly 
80,000 properties as unused or 
underutilized. The annual upkeep 
of these facilities costs taxpayers 
approximately $1.7 billion annu-
ally without a return on that in-
vestment.

In the meantime, over 600,000 
people in the United States are 
homeless, and many more than 
that struggle on a daily basis 
to provide food and shelter for 
themselves and their families, 
with or without public assistance 
programs designed to provide a 
hand up in the face of the always 
increasing cost of living.

A November report by the 
Government Accountability Of-
fice (GAO) examined Title V 
of the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act. This legisla-
tion was designed to identify and 
transfer unused federal properties 
to homeless assistance providers. 
Despite the fact that resources 
were expended on evaluating 
more than 40,000 properties, only 
122 were transferred to homeless 
groups in the 27 years since the 
act was passed in 1987.

Addressing an ongoing prob-
lem with an underserved portion 
of the population can be achieved. 
Just because a program with no-
ble intentions is inefficient and 
underutilized, it doesn’t mean it 
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by William Marvel
 

I no longer own a reliable alarm 
clock. I’ve never really trusted 

electric clocks because we always 
lost power here so frequently, and 
my wife can’t stand the humming 
anyway. She is even worse about 
the ticking of battery-operated 
and wind-up clocks: I have a fat 
1903 railroad watch in the bureau 
drawer that still works, but I have 
to leave it wound down because 
she can hear the ticking through 
the muffling of the socks.

Until the end of my third decade 
I could sleep until eight or nine 
o’clock in the morning if nothing 
interfered, but school and work al-
ways did interfere. Through most 
of high school I could depend on 
my mother to wake me with a call 
to breakfast. Then, for a couple 
of years, the less gentle tones of 
squad leaders and platoon ser-
geants advised me to drop certain 

things and grab certain things at 
four o’clock in the morning. After 
that it was a succession of alarm 
clocks that stirred me from bed 
in time to eat a hearty breakfast 
and start work by 7:00 a.m., and 
I usually chose the big round ones 
depicted in cartoons, with double 
external bells struck by a recipro-
cating hammer. I remember them 
costing $2.95, and I had to buy 
quite a few of them, because they 
had a tendency to go out the win-
dow or up against the wall. Their 
clanging never failed me, though, 
and I credit them for my perfect 
attendance records at several jobs. 
If you can find them for sale now, 
they’re too expensive, while their 
battery-driven modern equiva-
lents run around $12 and have 
undependable alarm switches.

One morning late in 1979 I 
popped awake at about 3:30, got 
out of bed, and began working on 
a book I had started writing in 

my last year of college. The same 
thing happened the next day, and 
the day after that. For the next 
20 years or more I was an early 
riser, and had a hard time finding 
a breakfast joint that opened be-
fore my stomach began to churn. 
Alarm clocks of one kind or an-
other still stood on my dresser, but 
they seldom had a chance to ring.

It’s been a quarter of a century 
since I’ve had a job that required 
me to be at work at a specific time. 
The seasons control my sleep now, 
and from April through Septem-
ber I get less of it. My wife works 
so late that we seldom eat dinner 
before eight or nine o’clock, and 
sometimes later, and bedtime 
usually comes in the hour before 
midnight, yet from spring until 
autumn the chickens are clamor-
ing to be let out by six o’clock or 
so. Occasionally the accumulated 
sleep deficit will leave me snor-
ing until full daylight, but most 

of the summer I’m catatonic ev-
ery morning until after breakfast. 
Later sunrises and the reluctance 
to shiver my way downstairs to 
build a fire leave me a little more 
rested during the winter.

The trouble comes now when I 
have to rise early for an appoint-
ment, or to travel. My backpack-
er’s clock has an alarm feature, but 
even when it does work it peeps 
like a day-old chick, and I hardly 
notice it. The fear that I won’t wake 
up in time leaves me sleeping fit-
fully, and by three or four o’clock 
I often give up, get up, and enjoy 
the only truly quiet hours we have 
on Davis Hill anymore.

There is something delicious in 
being awake when just about ev-
eryone else is sleeping. Thursday 
morning I saw the morning star 
sparkling over Pleasant Mountain 
— an astronomical observation 
once universally recognized as a 
specific time of day. Now hardly 

anyone knows the term, perhaps 
because, for generations, adults 
who were up early enough to see 
it didn’t have time to tell their 
children about it.

For several years a car has 
passed my house every morning 
at about 4:30, and a few minutes 
later that car or one similar to it 
passes again in the other direc-
tion. I’ve often wondered if it isn’t 
a one-car family trying to juggle 
two jobs, or medical attendants 
changing shifts for someone who 
needs round-the-clock care. There 
seem to be two different drivers, 
because the car coming out is 
usually going faster than the one 
going back. The sound of those 
wheels on the gravel outside the 
front windows tells me what time 
it is out in the world. Out back, 
time is different.

§

should continue to be ignored. 
There is a moral imperative to en-
sure that every person has a clear 
path to meeting the most basic of 
needs: food, water, clothing and 
shelter. However, finding logic in 
meaningfully addressing home-
lessness does not require such 
empathy.

Homelessness may be per-
ceived as blight upon a commu-
nity and its prospects for thriving 
local businesses and tourism. In 
any major city, it doesn’t take long 
to find makeshift shelter con-
sisting of tarps, shopping carts, 
cardboard, or anything else that 
may be available to those with 
nowhere else to turn. Without 
painting every homeless person 
with a broad brush, the despera-

tion of unmet needs can lead to 
choices like panhandling, petty 
theft and public defecation that 
are a nuisance for other members 
of the community.

A large unused facility such as 
a vacant warehouse could provide 
shelter for hundreds of people 
with little additional overhead. 
There are countless nonprofit or-
ganizations already in place doing 
great work in stretching resources 
as far as they can go. Seeing as $1.7 
billion is already being thrown 
away on unused properties, surely 
additional help from federal and/
or state legislatures to expand the 
reach of homeless assistance pro-
grams wouldn’t be the straw that 
broke the back of budget solvency. 
A hand up in stabilizing the base 

of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs 
is the only way disenfranchised 
people can work towards self-
actualization in reestablishing 
themselves as members of society 
instead of afterthoughts. Shift-
ing away from moral imperative 
once more, getting people off the 
streets will over time lead to more 
self-sustaining taxpaying citizens 
and a less overburdened safety 
net. There are tangible and intan-
gible benefits to meaningfully ad-
dressing the problem.

In 2009, 1.6 million people 
spent time in a homeless shelter. 
How many others were turned 
away from overcrowded facili-
ties with overextended funding? 
In 2010, the Obama administra-
tion announced a “Federal Stra-

tegic Plan to Prevent and End 
Homelessness.” This set an ambi-
tious goal of ending homelessness 
within ten years. With commu-
nity action, political pressure and 
creative thinking, people could be 
off the streets in a hurry because 
where there’s a will there’s a way. 
It only depends on how many 
people decide it’s an important 
priority and whether dollars and 
cents should dominate discussions 
involving the most basic of needs 
that go unmet for a substantial 
number of human beings on a 
daily basis in a wealthy developed 
nation. In the meantime, despite 
the effort of some farmers, grocers 
and restaurants, unused food rots 
in fields and landfills across the 
country.

The Bill Emerson Good Samar-
itan Food Donation Act (1996) 
shields donors from liability in 
the event of sickness from food 
contributions, provided that there 
was no intentional negligence or 
misconduct. Perhaps manage-
ment at your local grocery store or 
favorite restaurant would appreci-
ate the reminder. They may even 
qualify for tax deductions while 
doing their community a service.

This past July, a bill passed the 
House of Representatives that 
now awaits deliberation in the 
Senate. Proponents contend that 
the America Gives More Act of 
2014 (H.R. 4719) would encour-
age charitable food contributions 
by extending and enhancing sev-
eral tax deductions. Calling or 
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The Pain Of Inequality Among Yacht Buyers

by Jim Hightower 

In the spirit of holiday harmony 
and good will toward all, I say 

it’s time for you working stiffs 
(and even those of you who’ve 
been badly stiffed and can’t find 
work) to extend your hands in a 
gesture of solidarity with Ameri-
ca’s millionaires.

Why? Because we now share 
a common cause: Inequality. You 
don’t hear much about it, but mil-

lionaires are suffering a wealth gap, 
too, and it’s having a depressing 
impact on both their level of con-
sumption and their psychological 
well-being. While it’s true that 
millionaires are still full members 
of the 1-percent club, that gener-
alization overlooks the painful and 
personally-grating fact that mere 
millionaires today are ranked as 
“lesser 1- percenters.” They don’t 
dwell in the same zip-codes as the 
über-rich few, who comprise the 

uppermost one-hundredth of the 
1-percenters, with wealth start-
ing in the hundreds-of-millions 
of dollars and spiraling up into 
multiple-billions.

No doubt you’ll be saddened 
to learn that this divide between 
The Haves and The Have It Alls 
is widening. For example, have 
you checked the yacht market re-
cently? Sales of your 100-to-150-
footers are down by as much as 
50 percent from 2008 — just one 

indicator of the hidden suffering 
being endured by the merely rich.

In this same time period, how-
ever, yacht sales of your 300-foot-
ers, with prices above $200 million 
dollars, are at all time highs. As a 
New York Times wealth columnist 
noted, “For decades, a rising tide 
lifted all yachts. Now it is mainly 
lifting megayachts.” 

This is Jim Hightower saying 
… Imagine how this makes peo-
ple with only a few million dollars 

feel. So let’s reach out to comfort 
our downcast brothers and sisters. 
Tell them, “We’re all in this in-
equality fight together,” and invite 
them to come to the next rally in 
your area to raise America’s mini-
mum wage above the poverty 
level.

§
Copyright 2014 by Jim Hight-

ower & Associates. Contact Laura 
Ehrlich (laura@jimhightower.com).

§

writing your senators will help get 
this bill on the floor if you feel that 
it would incentivize contributions 
from people and places they don’t 
currently come from.

Some studies report that as 
much as half of the food pro-
duced in the U.S. is thrown away. 
Children go to bed hungry every 
night. There’s something wrong 
with this picture.

Ryan Swanzey
Manchester, MA

§
Good News, Everyone!

To the Editor:
Welcome news! Congress re-

cently passed and the President 
signed a new law, the Child Care 
and Development Block Grant 
Act, which amplifies and im-
proves our child care program. It 
not only provides grants to states 
to help low-income parents who 
work or who are enrolled in school 
to obtain child care, it also moni-
tors child care facilities to insure 
quality and safety and provides 
for increased parent education 
and support. What a difference 
this will make for families who 
no longer have to choose between 
making a living and having their 
children cared for, in the lives of 
children who will benefit from a 
stable and positive environment 
and for the country when these 

children grow up and become 
productive citizens!

Another positive trend that 
seems to be bubbling up amid the 
chaos of negative political rheto-
ric is bipartisan support for early 
childhood education. The nearly 
unanimous support for the child 
care bill in both chambers and 
on both sides of the aisle along 
with the recognition by both par-
ties of the importance preschool 
programs for all raises the hope 
for more collaborative efforts on 
other important issues in the fu-
ture. Perhaps it is the little chil-
dren who will bring our nation 
together.

Cynthia Muse
Rye, NH

§
Let’s Get Sustainable

To the Editor:
On November 17th, the Blue 

Ribbon Committee on Sustain-
able Practices presented the City 
Council with energy efficiency 
and sustainability suggestions 
like instituting Pay As You Throw 
(PAYT) and new Historic District 
solar array guidelines. PAYT saves 
taxpayers money by incentivizing 
reuse, recycling, and composting, 
while the Historic District guide-
lines allow Building Integrated 
Photovoltaic arrays that double 
as rooftop shingles or building fa-

cades to be visible from primary 
street-fronts. 

Banning retailer-supplied, thin-
film, non-biodegradable, single-
use plastic shopping bags was 
also discussed. Shoppers would 
use their own reusable bags or be 
charged a fee to use the retailer’s 
biodegradable or paper bags. This 
reduces petroleum expended and 
carbon emitted during their man-
ufacturing, and the environmental 
impacts from their disposal.

There is no need to look as 
far away as New York City or 
the entire State of California for 
similar bans being enacted; just 
22 miles away, the Newburyport 
City Council recently voted to 
ban retailer-supplied traditional 
plastic shopping bags. Retailers in 
violation face an initial warning 
and then increasing fines for sub-
sequent offenses. Newburyport 
makes numerous exceptions for 
certain types of retailers and bags, 
like farmers’ markets or loose fruit 
and vegetable bags.

If Newburyport, a compara-
bly sized historic seaport with a 
vibrant tourism industry can do 
their part, so can the Port City. 
This holiday shopping season, 
don’t wait for our City Council to 
act, join those making a conscious 
effort to use reusable shopping 
bags, like those advocating at the 

South Church’s Sunday services.
Josh Denton
Portsmouth, NH

§
Oh, They’ll Spin, All Right …
To the Editor:
How often do we find our-

selves so frustrated with the ac-
tions of our Federal Government 
that we utter a colloquialism like 
“the founders must be spinning in 
their graves?” Recent administra-
tions have admitted they’d “aban-
doned free market principles to 
save the free market system,” and 
promised “if you like your health 
care plan, you’ll be able to keep 
your health care plan.”

But abuse of power within our 
Federal Government was actu-
ally anticipated by the framers of 
the Constitution. And they pro-
vided a means to “check” an out 
of balance federal government in 
Article V; a mode to amend the 
Constitution given specifically to 
the State legislatures.

Federalist 43, section 8, de-
scribes the provision and a brief 
argument; Federalist 85 specifi-
cally states, “we may safely rely on 
the disposition of the State leg-
islatures to erect barriers against 
encroachments of the national 
authority.” And in an August 
1830 letter to Edward Everett, 
James Madison wrote that the 

Constitution “authorizes two-
thirds of the states to institute 
and three-fourths to effectuate an 
amendment of the Constitution, 
establishing a permanent rule of 
the highest authority.”

If the founders are indeed 
“spinning,” it may well be their 
expression of frustration in the 
sluggish response from the State 
legislatures in protecting their 
rightful sovereignty under the 9th 
and 10th amendments.

Please consider signing the pe-
tition to your State legislators at 
the Convention of States Project 
(www.conventionofstates.com).

Paul Hodson
Burleson, TX
Paul:
The Founders will spin if the 

people behind your organization get 
their way.

“The Convention of States (COS) 
Project was founded by Citizens for 
Self-Governance for the purpose 
of stopping the runaway power of 
the federal government. We believe 
Washington, D.C., is broken and 
will not fix itself. The federal gov-
ernment is spending this country 
into the ground, seizing power from 
the states and taking liberty from the 
people.”

It’s a front for the oligarchs, and 
you’re acting as their tool.

The Editor
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious cur-

rent is caused by the tide, which, 
in turn, is caused by the moon. 
The other player is a vast sunken 
valley — Great Bay — about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the 

moon drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the seawater 
that just fought its way upstream 
goes back home to the ocean. This 
is when the Piscataqua earns its 
title for xth fastest current. Look 
for the red buoy, at the upstream 

end of Badger’s Island, bobbing 
around in the current. It weighs 
several tons, and it bobs and 
bounces in the current like a cork. 

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork

Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

150 Congress Street
Portsmouth, NH
603-766-FISH

“Where would we be 
without salt?”

James Beard (1903-1985)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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2008—“This is a farewell kiss from 
the Iraqi people, you dog,” yells 
Muntadhar al-Zaidi, as he flings his 
shoe at George W. Bush’s head.
2005—George W. Bush blames the 
Iraq War on “faulty intelligence.”
1996—An out-of-control 700 foot 
freighter crashes into a New Or-
leans dock, killing no one.
1987—Chrysler pleads no contest 
to charges it sold thousands of used 
cars as new.
1986—Dick Rutan and Jeana 
Yeager take off in California to 
fly around the world in nine days, 
non-stop.
1973—Richard Nixon emerges 
from the White House to person-
ally thank the U.S head of Rev. 
Sun Myung Moons’s Unification 
Church for his support.
1972—Richard Nixon authorizes 
air delivery of explosive Christmas 
presents to Hanoi.
1970—Shipyard workers strike 
against the Commie government in 
Gdansk, Poland.
1911—Roald Amundson beats 
Robert Scott to the South Pole.
1906—The U1, Germany’s first 
submarine, goes into service.
1799—At Mount Vernon, George 
Washington dies surrounded by 
doctors.
1774—Militiamen under Major 
John Sullivan seize powder and 
arms from Fort William and Mary, 
near Portsmouth.

2000—Sen. Phil Gramm gives En-
ron what it wants: energy futures 
deregulation hidden in a 11,000 
page appropriations bill. One year 
later Enron is bankrupt.
1997—Paula Jones’ lawyers maneu-
ver Bill Clinton into signing a legal 
document claiming he’d not had sex 
with government workers.
1989—Sicilian-born sculptor Ar-
turo Di Modica installs a 16-foot 
long, 3.5 ton bronze bull in the 
middle of Broad Street in New 
York, in front of the Stock Ex-
change — without a permit.
1986—Bill Casey, CIA director, 
suffers a well-timed seizure, pre-
venting him from testifying about 
Iran/Contra.
1983—Ed Meese denies Ebenezer 
Scrooge exploited Bob Cratchit.
1969—The Mormon Church reaf-
firms its “no black priests” policy.
1968—Richard Nixon announces 
a third round of troop withdrawals 
from Vietnam.
1967—A 2.5 mm-deep defect col-
lapses the 39 year-old Silver Bridge 
over the Ohio River, killing 46. 
1966—Walt Disney dies in Los 
Angeles. Contrary to rumor, his re-
mains are burned, not frozen.
1965—U.S. drops 12 tons of bombs 
on Haiphong.
1960—Palm Beach police arrest 
NH resident Richard Pavlick be-
fore he can kill John F. Kennedy 
with his dynamite-laden Buick.

2013—Scott Brown’s law partner 
announces that the former Sena-
tor has packed his carpetbag and is 
moving to New Hampshire.
2005—The New York Times reports 
that the NSA has been tapping U.S. 
telephones without a warrant.
2001—U.S. troops at Tora Bora 
ask for  help catching Osama bin 
Laden. Donald Rumsfeld denies 
their request; Osama walks.
1988—Bush #41 nominates Sen. 
John Tower, a notoriously boozy 
womanizer, to run the Department 
of  Defense.
1988—Lyndon LaRouche, peren-
nial Presidential candidate and ar-
guably the most notable person ever 
born in Rochester, NH, is convicted 
of tax and mail fraud.
1965—Gen. Westmoreland, already 
commanding 200,000 men in Viet-
nam, asks for another 243,000.
1960—Two airliners collide over 
NYC killing a total of 134.
1944—Hitler overrules his generals 
and mounts a massive attack in the 
Ardennes Forest.
1835—A two-day fire destroys 674 
buildings in New York, bankrupt-
ing insurance companies and kick-
ing off the Depression of 1837.
1811—New Madrid, MO is hit by 
the first in a series of four massive 
earthquakes over a six week period.
1773—“Sons of Liberty” disguised 
as Mohawks dump 342 chests of 
tea into Boston Harbor.

2006—Bill Kristol, on “Fox News 
Sunday,” says “Barack Obama is not 
going to beat Hillary Clinton in a 
single Democratic primary. I’ll pre-
dict that right now.”
1998—Pres. Clinton continues 
blasting Iraq, using up about half of 
the Pentagon’s cruise missiles.
1996—Sun Yaoting, the last-known 
eunuch in China, dies.
1996—Peruvian guerrillas crash a 
party at the Japanese embassy in 
Lima, take hostages, and stay for 
four months.
1967—Australian Prime Minister 
Harold Holt goes for a swim in 
heavy surf and disappears.
1960—An Air Force C-131 crashes 
into a steeple in Munich, then falls 
onto a trolley car killing all 20 on 
the plane, 18 in the trolley, and 11 
more on the street.
1944—Adm. “Bull” Halsey sails the 
Third Fleet into the heart of Ty-
phoon Cobra. Three destroyers cap-
size and sink; nine other ships are 
badly damaged, 100 aircraft are lost, 
and 790 sailors die, most by drown-
ing in the Philippine Sea.
1927—Hit off Provincetown by the 
Coast Guard destroyer Paulding, 
the U.S. sub S-4 sinks. Six of the 
40 aboard survive the initial sinking 
but can’t be rescued in time.
1862—Gen. Grant issues an Gen-
eral Order No. 11, barring “Jews 
and other unprincipled traders” 
from his district.

2005—“Not only can we win the 
war in Iraq—we are winning the 
war in Iraq,” declares George W. 
Bush, 962 days after having de-
clared “Mission accomplished.”
2004—John Walsh announces on 
“America’s Most Wanted” that the 
two fugitives he most wants to 
see caught are Jahbir and Alfonso 
Fowle.
2000—“If this were a dictatorship,” 
says George W. Bush on CNN, “it’d 
be a heck of a lot easier, just so long 
as I’m the dictator.”
1998—Censure of Bill Clinton isn’t 
good enough for House Republi-
cans; they want impeachment.
1996—Kenyan students protest the 
killing of a student the previous day. 
Police kill two more students.
1996—G-Man Earl Pitts is arrest-
ed for moonlighting for the KGB.
1972—R. Nixon starts a campaign 
of B-52 strikes against North Viet-
nam. Three Stratofortresses are shot 
down the first night. 
1957—The first watts of nuclear-
generated electricity begin lighting 
up used car lots and neon signs.
1946—Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker 
flies over Broadway scattering Da-
mon Runyon’s ashes.
1941—Outnumbered 10 to 1, U.S. 
forces lose Guam to the Japanese.
1917—Congress submits the 18th 
Amendment to the states for their 
approval. After it passes, Prohibi-
tion begins.

2013—“My returning to New 
Hampshire is strictly personal,” 
Scott Brown says  disingenuously.
2007—Fire breaks out near “Dick” 
Cheney’s office. Likely cause: spon-
taneous inhuman combustion.
1998—As Bill Clinton is being 
impeached for some hanky-panky, 
Speaker-elect Bob Livingston re-
signs to cover up a bit of his own.
1984—Due to a work speedup, 27 
miners are killed in Utah.
1974—Norris Cotton slides a 
resolution through the Senate giv-
ing the senior Senator from New 
Hampshire the right to comman-
deer the “Daniel Webster” desk.
1973—During his Tonight Show 
monologue, Johnny Carson jokes 
about a non-existent toilet paper 
shortage. The next day there is one, 
and it lasts three weeks.
1946—The Viet Minh take on the 
French in Indo-China.
1941—Disgruntled former corpo-
ral A. Hitler becomes Commander 
in Chief of German Army.
1910—Spurred on by the Balti-
more Sun, that city passes a law le-
gally mandating racial segregation 
of residential areas.
1907—A coal mine explosion kills 
239 in Jacobs Creek, PA.
1777—Washington’s army arrives 
at Valley Forge, PA.
1776—Thomas Paine’s American 
Crisis is published; “These are the 
times that try men’s souls . . . ”

2002—The ten biggest U.S. broker-
age houses cough up $1.44 billion 
in fines rather than risk a trial over 
charges they fleeced their custom-
ers.
2002—Sen. Majority Leader Trent 
Lott (R-MS) steps down after la-
menting Strom Thurmond’s failure 
to win the Presidency on a racist 
platform in 1948.
1989—The U.S. invades Panama to 
arrest CIA agent Manuel Noriega.
1983—Once and future Defense 
Secretary Don Rumsfeld visits 
Baghdad to shake mass murderer 
Saddam Hussein’s hand and convey 
Ronald Reagan’s best wishes.
1979—The Washington Post pub-
lishes a correction: National Securi-
ty Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski did 
not unzip his fly during an interview 
with a female Post reporter.
1978—Former Nixon Chief of Staff 
H.R. “Bob” Haldeman is released 
from prison after 18 months.
1972—Six B-52s are shot down 
over North Vietnam.
1786—Hannah Ocuish, a devel-
opmentally-disabled 12-year-old 
Pequot Indian girl, thanks her exe-
cutioner for his kindness just before 
becoming the youngest person ever 
hanged in U.S.
1669—In the first jury trial in 
Delaware, Marcus “The Long Finn” 
Jacobson is sentenced to be flogged, 
branded on the face, and enslaved 
for insurrection.

2008—Todd Carmichael reaches 
the South Pole after traveling 692 
miles on skis and on foot, solo.
2006—Saparmurat Niyazov, Presi-
dent for Life of Turkmenistan, dies 
at 66, leaving a legacy consisting 
primarily of golden statues of him-
self.
2004—In Fort Valley, GA Larry 
Taylor refuses to give his cell 
phone to a would-be thief, who 
then shoots him in the head. Tay-
lor walks two miles to his mother’s 
home, only to find she has moved 
to a nursing home. Despite this set-
back, he survives.
2001—“All in all,” says George W. 
Bush three months after 9/11, “it’s 
been a fabulous year for Laura and 
me.”
1996—Rep. Newt Gingrich (R-
GA) admits ethics violations, after 
denying them for two years.
1989—Veep Dan Quayle sends 
30,000 Xmas cards in which “bea-
con” is spelled “beakon.”
1988—PanAm Flight 103 explodes 
over Lockerbie; 270 perish.
1970—At the White House, Elvis 
gives Tricky Dick a chrome-plated 
Colt .45; Dick gives Elvis a Narcot-
ics Bureau badge.
1968—The Apollo 8 astronauts 
become the first humans to leave 
Earth’s gravitational field.
1962—The U.S. exchanges $53 
million in medical supplies for 
1,113 Bay of Pigs prisoners.

2001—Richard Reid fails to blow 
up American Airlines Flight 63 
with a shoe-bomb, but we all must 
still remove our footwear.
1984—Asked for money on New 
York subway, Bernhard Goetz re-
sponds with lead, then leaves for 
New Hampshire.
1981—Ronald Reagan authorizes 
the distribution of 30 million lbs. of 
moldy cheese to the poor.
1974—Congress passes an act to 
relocate Big Mountain Indians — 
away from coal deposits.
1965—Henry House is the first 
U.S. soldier court martialed for pro-
testing the Vietnam War.
1944—To a German demand for 
surrender, surrounded General An-
thony McAuliffe replies, “Nuts.”
1937—Hotel clerk and author Na-
thanael West and his wife Eileen 
McKenney die in a car wreck dur-
ing their honeymoon.
1891—Edward L. Bernays, the fa-
ther of PR, is born in Austria.
1882—Thomas Edison makes the 
first string of electric Xmas lights.
1849—Nearly naked and tied to a 
pole, Fyodor Dostoevsky finds his 
death sentence commuted to four 
years in Siberia moments before the 
executioners’ guns were to fire.
1813—An 18-acre swath of down-
town Portsmouth, from Daniel 
Street to Court Street, and Fleet 
Street to the river, is destroyed by 
fire.

2004—NASA reports that the as-
teroid Apophis has a 1.6 percent 
chance of hitting Earth in 2029.
1997—Woody Allen, 61, marries 
his ex-wife’s adopted daughter, 
Soon-Yi Previn, 27.
1994—Crooked FBI agent John 
Connolly warns Whitey Bulger 
that arrests are pending for him 
and his Winter Hill Gang. Whitey 
takes a powder.
1986—The airplane Voyager lands 
in California, having circumnavi-
gated the world nonstop.
1982—The EPA recommends the 
entire population of Times Beach, 
MO leave town due to dioxin con-
tamination.
1981—The Foye Building, adjacent 
to the Portsmouth Athenæum, par-
tially collapses.
1972—Survivors of an Andean 
plane crash are rescued; their diet 
improves markedly.
1955—James Kutcher, who lost 
both legs in WW II, learns his dis-
ability payments are being termi-
nated due to his membership in the 
Socialist Workers Party.
1953—In Korea, 21 American 
POWs refuse to go home.
1950—U.S. signs mutual defense 
pact with France, South Vietnam, 
Cambodia, and Laos.
1948—Japan’s General Hideki Tojo 
is hanged as a war criminal.
1947—Inventors at a Bell labora-
tory show off the first transistor.

1992—George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush pardons “Cap” Wein-
berger, Bob McFarlane, and 4 other 
Iran-Contra creeps, coincidentally 
sparing his own sorry ass.
1979—The Soviet Army enters Af-
ghanistan to prop up the Marxist 
government. Oops.
1972—Over Vietnam, B-52 tail-
gunner Albert E. Moore becomes 
the last man to down a MiG 21 
with machine guns.
1971—Her airliner having fallen 
apart after being hit by lighting two 
miles above the Amazon, Juliane 
Koepcke, 17, falls into the jungle 
and survives with minor injuries.
1970—Nine G.I.’s are KIA and 9 
WIA by “friendly fire” in Vietnam.
1968—The crew of the U.S.S. 
Pueblo is released by N. Korea.
1968—The crew of Apollo 8 photo-
graphs Earth rising behind moon.
1964—VC blow up the Brink Offi-
cers Quarters in downtown Saigon, 
killing two and injuring sixty.
1913—Thugs hired by copper boss-
es yell “Fire” during a Christmas 
party in Calumet, MI’s Italian Hall. 
In the ensuing panic, 73 people die, 
including 59 children.
1907—In Philadelphia, I.F. Stone, 
journalist, is born. 
1883—Major Henry Rathbone, 
increasingly deranged since being 
stabbed by John Wilkes Booth dur-
ing the Lincoln assassination, mur-
ders his wife.

1989—Romania celebrates Christ-
mas with the firing squad execu-
tion of former President Nicolae 
Ceauşescu and his wife Elena.
1978—At Plymouth, MA, four 
Santa Clauses climb the fence at a 
nuke plant and get arrested.
1974—Marshall Fields, wearing 
Arab garb, crashes his Chevy Im-
pala through the northwest gate 
of the White House grounds and 
drives up to the North Portico. Four 
hours later he surrenders.
1956—Birmingham, AL anti-
segregationist Fred Shuttlesworth’s 
home is bombed.
1950—Students remove the Stone 
of Scone from Westminster Ab-
bey’s Coronation Throne and bring 
it home to Scotland.
1946—Demonstration at the 
White House demands release of 
WW II conscientious objectors.
1945—Four thousand GIs march 
in Manila, protesting their slow re-
deployment back to the U.S.
1914—German and British troops 
leave their trenches, sing Christmas 
carols, shake hands, and exchange 
cigarettes. 
1868—Despite much opposition, 
President Johnson grants uncondi-
tional pardons to all those involved 
in the “Southern Rebellion.”
1776—2,400 men under George 
Washington surprise the British 
and Hessians at Trenton. Another 
3,000 get lost on the way.

2004—A massive tsunami kills 
300,000 around the Indian Ocean.
1996—JonBenet Ramsey is found 
murdered and inexplicably gets 
more press than the other 1,499 
kids murdered this year.
1991—The Supreme Soviet meets 
and dissolves the USSR.
1971—Disgruntled Vietnam Vets 
occupy the Statue of Liberty.
1966—“American troops are the 
defense, protection and salvation 
not only of our country, but, I be-
lieve, of civilization itself,” says Car-
dinal Spellman.
1966—An apparently confused 
Time Magazine bestows upon “The 
Younger Generation” the title “Man 
of the Year.”
1919—Harry Frazee sells Babe 
Ruth to the New York Yankees.
1917—Pres. Woodrow Wilson 
orders U.S. railroads seized for the 
duration of the war.
1913—Disgruntled Civil War vet 
Ambrose Bierce writes his last 
published lines before disappearing 
behind Mexican lines.
1908—Jack Johnson beats Tommy 
Burns in 14, becoming the first 
black heavyweight champ.
1862—In the largest hanging in 
U.S. history, 39 Santee Lakota 
Sioux meet their ends.
1787—An anti-Federalist mob 
armed with barrel staves attacks 
and nearly kills Constitution-fram-
er James Wilson.

2007—In Pakistan, Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto is assassinated.
2002—Cult quacks at Clonaid 
claim they’ve cloned a human.
1986—In San Diego, on-duty 
Highway Patrolman Craig Alan 
Peyer strangles Cara Evelyn Knott.
1981—Supreme Court Justice 
William H. Rehnquist checks into 
a hospital to kick his Placidyl jones 
and the consequent “distorted per-
ceptions.”
1978—After 40 years of dictator-
ship, Spain becomes a democracy.
1929—Leon Trotsky goes into exile 
from the USSR.
1908—Twenty followers of grocer 
and revelator Lee Spangler wait on 
South Mountain in Nyack, NY, for 
the world to end. It doesn’t.
1900—Carrie Nation hatchets-up 
her first saloon, at the Carey Hotel, 
in Wichita, KS.
1895—In Bill Curtis’s St. Louis 
saloon, William “Billy” Lyons fool-
ishly — and fatally — grabs “Stag-
ger Lee” Shelton’s Stetson hat.
1827—Georgia passes a law pro-
claiming “the lands of Georgia be-
long to her absolutely. The Indians 
are tenants at her will.” Indulgent 
legislators wait three whole years 
before requiring Indians to relocate 
west of the Mississippi.
1763—Fifty armed men enter the 
Lancaster, PA workhouse, hack the 
last 14 living Conestoga Indians to 
death, and ride into the sunset.


