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It must have been quite a thrill, 
after thirty years of planning: to 
stand on a stage surrounded by 
a crowd of 7,000 and announce 
your candidacy for the presiden-
cy of the United States of Amer-
ica.

If that crowd should be made 
up of the students of a dubious 
institution most regard as a di-
ploma mill for the gullible, and 
if many of them chose to attend 
only to avoid paying a $10 fi ne, 
well — so what? 

Rafael Edward “Ted” Cruz, 
America’s most famous Texanad-
ian, cares no more for such pet-
ty details than Liberty [cough] 
University does about the IRS’s 
prohibition against tax-exempt 
non-profi ts hosting partisan po-
litical campaign rallies.

Th e mainstream media will 
serve your purpose, despite its 
pro-liberal bias. Th e footage will 
look great to your GOP base. 
And Congress doesn’t give the 
IRS enough money to enforce its 
regulations, so that’s not a prob-
lem either.

On To New Hampshire!
A few days later Cruz, who 

had larded his Virginia an-
nouncement with enough ref-
erences to the Almighty to sug-
gest that his service as President 
might be the next best thing to 
a Second Coming, pointed his 
ostrich-skinned cowboy boots 
towards New Hampshire, home 
of the 2016 First in the Nation™ 
Presidential Primary Election® 
and the second most-heathen 
state in the Union. Th e state’s 
high incidence of religious indif-
ference, however, was not a prob-
lem for the Senator. 

As he had in Virginia, Cruz 
took steps to assure that his audi-
ence would be well aligned with 
his messianic message. He ar-
ranged for Jack Kimball and his 
recently ginned-up Conservative 
Business League to host his fi rst 
campaign event here. It was a 
characteristically bold choice. 

Kimball is a former Chair of 
the state’s Republican Commit-
tee. He was forced out in the 
summer of 2011 after just six 
months in offi  ce. He claimed at 
the time that he’d been forced 
out by the Republican Gover-
nors Association, in exchange for 
a $100,000 bribe. 

More recently, last May, Kim-
ball led the New Hampshire con-
tingent to “Operation American 
Spring” [OAS] in Washington, 
D.C. OAS was a retired Army 
colonel’s plan for ten million Pa-
triots to occupy the Capitol until 
a host of offi  ce holders, Dem-
ocratic and Republican, could 
be “removed from offi  ce.” Once 
the government had been thus 
overthrown, a tribunal made up 
of “those with the [Right] prin-
ciples” would then “assume posi-
tions of authority” to hold show 
trials and install a new President. 
Among those deemed worthy by 
the organizers to sit on that tri-
bunal: Senator Ted Cruz. 

OAS fi zzled spectacularly — 
99.997 percent of the Patriots 
required failed to report for duty. 
But Cruz’s gamble on Kim-
ball paid off  richly. Merrimack’s 
VFW Post 8641 was packed 
wall-to-wall with card-carrying 
members of the God, guns, and 
guts gang, and they welcomed 
him as one of their own.

Th e Rapid Rise of an Enigma
Whence cometh this icono-

clastic prodigy? Th at hotbed of 
anti-establishment dissidence, 
Harvard Law School.

Wait, what? 
No, really — Harvard Law, 

’95, magna cum laude, no less, af-
ter a BA from Princeton, ’92, cum 
laude. Next came a clerkship with 
a certain Justice William Rehn-
quist. Th ence to a law fi rm where 
he worked for the NRA and 
against one William J. Clinton, 
something about impeachment. 
At the tender age of 30, Cruz 
was part of the team that built 
the case known as Bush v. Gore. 
Among his contributions was 
the recruitment of John Roberts, 
now Chief Justice of the Su-

preme Court. 
After a couple of years in the 

Justice Department he was lured 
back to Texas by a tailor-made 
job off er: serve as that state’s 
activist lawyer promoting “strict 
construction” — the view that 
the Constitution says just what 
gun-totin’, Right Wing Chris-
tian fundamentalists say that it 
does. In that position, he argued 
many times before the U.S. Su-
preme Court. 

At the nation’s highest court, 
he helped strike down Wash-
ington, D.C.’s ban on handguns, 
and successfully defended a Ten 
 Commandments monument 
on Texas State Capitol grounds 
against removal by Godless hea-
thens.

Natural Born … Furriner?
For a person who constantly 

calls on the Constitution to jus-
tify the cockamamie positions he 
holds, Cruz has been quite cava-
lier about an essential qualifi ca-
tion for the offi  ce that he seeks.

“No person except a natural 
born Citizen,” that sacred doc-
ument says, “shall be eligible for 
the offi  ce of President.”

In a country where a man born 
in Hawaii can be raked over the 
coals as a Kenyan, you might 
think one born in Calgary would 
have some trepidation about 
throwing his hat in the ring. 

But Cruz “doesn’t do” trepi-
dation — he’s probably hoping 
he’s challenged, and can’t wait to 
make his case.

When a high-ranking New 
Hampshire offi  cial employs sat-
ire in an offi  cial letter to elected 
offi  cials, we call that news.

Writing to the House Finance 
Committee, which was consid-
ering an $88 million cut in his 
department’s budget, Deputy 
Commissioner of Transportation 
Patrick McKenna recently “rec-
ommend[ed] a further provision” 
to the bill.

“[C]hange the name of the de-
partment because it will no lon-
ger be a Department of Trans-
portation.

“Th e legislature will have as-
sumed management of the de-
partment and will be respon-
sible for all that follows … To 
the public and the legislature: … 
Proceed with caution.”

Among the consequences: lay-
off s for 700 workers — about 
40 percent of the work force — 

the closure of 50 maintenance 
facilities, and the probable loss 
of over $100 million in federal 
road funding. Responsibility for 
the maintenance of 2,500 miles 
of road would also be shifted to 
cities and towns.

Continuing the “man bites 
dog” theme, Rep. Neal Kurk 
[R-Weare], perhaps for the fi rst 
time in his nearly 30 years in 
the State House, was quoted by 
WMUR saying, “I personally 
am going to support additional 
revenue when this comes to the 
fl oor … that’s the only responsi-
ble thing to do. I certainly am not 
in favor of increasing the gas tax, 
but when I’m given the choice 
between letting our roads dete-
riorate and asking the users of 
these roads to pay for it, I think 
that’s the right way to do it.”

Also getting the ax in the pro-
posed budget: funding for educa-

tion, the elderly, and the sick.
Th is Draconian document 

seems to have been sparked by 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee’s rather dour reve-
nue expectations. As the Union 
Leader’s Garry Rayno explained, 
they left the House’s Republi-
can leadership with two options: 
either rely on getting mostly 
Democratic votes to get a budget 
passed, “or make cuts enough to 
be palatable to the Bill O’Brien-
led Republican faction.

“Th e leadership decided to 
turn toward O’Brien’s supporters 
for help knowing no Democrat is 
going to agree to trimming near-
ly $1 billion from the budget.”

Th e budget was approved along 
party lines by the House Finance 
Committee on March 26th.

Th e Senate, also led by Repub-
licans, took a stab at solving the 
problem — by voting to lower 

the rates of the business profi ts 
tax and the business enterprise 
tax.

Koch Bros. Seal of Approval
Th e committee’s approval of 

the House budget won accolades 
from Greg Moore. 

“Th e House did a fantastic job 
of making New Hampshire more 
free market and more competi-
tive, and fi rst and foremost it 
takes out all the tax increases,” he 
said.

What qualifi es Moore to make 
any statement at all, and, consid-
ering that statement’s enormous 
divergence from broadly accept-
ed budgeting practice, why was 
he quoted by both New Hamp-
shire Public Radio and WMUR 
TV? 

Th e answer, such as it is, is that 
Moore is the New Hampshire 
State Director of Americans for 
Prosperity [AFP].

AFP would have us all believe 
that it is a grassroots movement 
made up of self-motivated activ-
ists who got up one bright morn-
ing and spontaneously decided 
to starve their own government 
of funds until it withers and dies.

Th e truth is more prosaic. It is 
a racket perpetrated by a hand-
ful of tightwad billionaires, pri-
marily the brothers Charles and 
David Koch, to eliminate gov-
ernment altogether so that their 
corporations may achieve total 
dominance over the global econ-
omy.

Moore talks about one of the 
next steps in that process in a 
video clip on AFP’s website 
— which readers are welcome 
to look up on their own. We’ve 
transcribed the clip to save them 
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the trouble.
 “It would be harder for the 

state to raise taxes if a bill that was 
heard in Concord today passes,” 
WMUR’s reporter says. “It calls 
for a constitutional amendment 
to require a two-thirds majority 
of lawmakers to approve any tax 
hikes. Opponents, though, fear 
the move would bog down the 
legislature in the event of needed 
revenue, while supporters say — 
that’s the point.”

Moore replies, “Th e goal is to 
handcuff  the legislature, to insure 
that they can’t over-spend.”

If a Robot Asks …
A reader called recently to 

share an odd experience. She an-
swered her phone and was asked 
by the caller, “Are you pro-life?”

Somewhat taken aback, par-

ticularly since her number is on 
the “Do Not Call” list, she asked 
“Where are you calling from?”

Th e voice on the other end re-
cited a Post Offi  ce box number 
in another state, then asked the 
same question again, “Are you 
pro-life?”

After another go-round or 
two along just the same lines, 
the reader realized by whom, or 
rather by what, she was being 
interrogated. A machine — a ro-
bot — was asking her if she was 
“pro-life”

We’d like to thank our read-
er for handing us a corollary to 
the Emilio principle, “If the ro-
bot makes it, let the robot buy 
it,” to wit:  “If the robot asks the 
question, let the robot answer the 
question.”

Helicopter Crash Kills Th ree
A Robinson R44 helicopter 

on a sightseeing fl ight crashed 

Th e Alleged News®
 from page one

and burned in Orlando, FL on 
the afternoon of Sunday, March 
22nd, killing the pilot and two 
other persons on board. 

Fortunately the aircraft fell 
into an unoccupied guest house, 
rather than the occupied main 
house nearby. 

Th e weather is not thought to 
have been an issue; winds were 
under 20 m.p.h. and there were 
no storms in the vicinity. 

One witness quoted in local 
news reports said “it sounded like 
[the helicopter] had lost power 
seconds before the crash.” An-
other said it was making “a very 
slow whop whop whop” sound.

Th e pilot, who had held his 
license for about one year, took 
off  from the Orlando airport, 
fl ew about two miles, and made 
a request to return to the airport 
shortly before the crash.

Two days earlier a Robinson 
R44 crashed in Hot Springs, 
AR. Th e pilot was attempting to 

land on a helipad a block away 
from his condo home. Accord-
ing to a local television report, 
the pilot said “the ground gave 
way beneath the pad causing the 
tail rotor to strike the dirt. Th is 
caused the helicopter to spin un-
controllably, and he then drove it 
into nearby trees in an attempt to 
avoid the houses around him.” 

Th e Hot Springs Planning 
Commission will consider a lo-
cal ordinance at its next meeting 
which would establish standards 
for landing aircraft on private 
property. 

By Texas Standards, Maybe …
“Standoff  ends peacefully,” 

read a page one, above-the-fold 
headline in the March 21st edi-
tion of the Award-Winning Lo-
cal Daily.

Nothing particularly notewor-
thy about that — it’s a situation 
that happens all the time. A re-
cent Google search of that three-
word phrase returned more than 

96,200 results. 
Th e kicker was in the drop 

head: “Armed and wanted man 
shoots himself inside hotel.”

Several appalled readers wrote 
letters to the Herald complaining 
of its apparent lack of sensitivity 
— not to mention accuracy.

In defense of our few remain-
ing ink-stained colleagues toil-
ing away in the big pink palace at 
Pease, we’d like to remind people 
that the headline was likely writ-
ten at GateHouse’s Design Cen-
ter down in Texas, where they 
may have diff erent standards.

Th is critique of recent local 
journalism would be incom-
plete if it failed to note another 
lapse. On Tuesday, March 31st, 
those of us who rely on a fresh 
daily dose of Jim Davis’s “Gar-
fi eld” to get through a trying day 
were disappointed to see an ad-
mittedly hilarious strip in which 
Jon behaves moronically and the 
orange feline delivers a witty ri-

Despite folklore to the contrary, the Flag Police do not maintain  an infal-
lible computerized database of all fl ags on public display. Th ey do, howev-
er, retain an occasionally functional, meat-based institutional memory. It 
seems to recall a Betsy Ross-style fl ag (possibly connoting Tea Party sympa-
thies) fl ying from this very pole not many years ago. Modern or antique, 
the Flag Code calls for all fl ags fl own from a pole to be attached to said pole 
not just at one end of the hoist, but both.
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 “Sacrifi ces of War,” the sculpture by Bashka Paeff  at the Soldiers and Sailors 
Monument in John Paul Jones Park in Kittery, appears to have undergone 
a somewhat mysterious change in appearance. Th e town is investigating.

poste — but which had already 
run just three days prior. In fact, 
it appears that the entire comics 
page was inadvertently reprinted, 
crossword puzzle and all.

Our Impending Doom
In other recent journalis-

tic lapses, neither the AWLD, 
nor even the Boston Globe, our 
Award-Winning Regional Daily, 
seem to be interested in covering 
a story which seems rather news-
worthy to us; namely, the appar-
ently impending doom of most 
forms of life on Earth.

We refer not to the eventual 
and inevitable incineration of 
our planet when Sol, in its death 
throes, becomes a red giant and 
expands outwards as far Jupiter’s 
orbit.

Mankind has millions of years 
to fret over that little problem — 
if we’re lucky.

Our own little local ice age 
notwithstanding, Earth just had 
its warmest winter on record, 
according to real scientists who 
don’t work for the fossil fuel in-
dustry.

Th e extent of Arctic sea ice 
dropped to a new low over the 
winter, a phenomenon attributed 
to changes in the jet stream on 
the Pacifi c side of the region.

Reports from the other end of 
the planet are even more alarm-
ing.

Th e situation in the South 
Polar region was hinted at on 
February 13th, when a Polish 
yachting crew managed to sail 
their 67-foot sloop into Antarc-
tica’s Bay of Whales — 100 miles 
further south than anyone’s ever 
gone in a sailboat, according to 
Men’s Journal.

A more scientifi c — and more 
dire — report came from an in-
ternational team which has been 
studying the Totten Glacier in 
East Antarctica. Covering nearly 
2,000 square miles, it doesn’t just 
contain a huge amount of water, 
it acts as a stopper at the edge of 
the continent helping to hold in 
much more. Th is winter the team 
discovered canyons under the ice 
which allow warmer water to eat 
away at the underside of the gla-
cier. A possible result if that hap-
pens: an 11-foot rise in sea level.

A third study says that, proba-
bly because Greenland’s glaciers 
are melting, the Gulf Stream’s 
rate of deceleration continues to 
increase — an ominous prospect 
indeed, given the Stream’s huge 
impact on the climate.

On the other hand, it may not 

be water but the fi re next time. 
On March 26th, experts studying 
the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
in New Mexico announced the 
cause of the leak which forced 
it to close in February of 2014: 
someone at Los Alamos used 
the wrong brand of kitty litter to 
pack a drum full of nuke waste. 
A thermal reaction caused the 
drum’s contents to expand until 
the lid blew off , contaminating 
21 workers with low-level radio-
activity.

A Mystery in Kittery
Th e centerpiece of the Maine 

Sailors and Soldiers Memorial in 
Kittery is a monumental bronze 
bas relief sculpture, “Sacrifi ces of 
War,” by Baska Paeff  — one of 
Maine’s most distinctive piec-
es of public art, and one of the 
nation’s most evocative war me-
morials.

Th e entire Memorial was reha-
bilitated in 2001. Mortar joints 
were refreshed, long-lost stone 
urns were returned to their plac-
es, and the bronze was cleaned 
by a professional art conservator. 
Exposure to the elements over 
the past fourteen years gave the 
bronze a characteristic green-
ish patina. At some point fairly 

recently, though, that sculpture 
underwent a mysterious and not 
very subtle change in appearance. 

Th e background remains un-
disturbed, but the patina has been 
removed from the four central 
fi gures:  a woman protecting her 
child and two drowned men. It is 
also missing from two groups of 
smaller fi gures: uniformed men 
marching to war. Th e color of all 
those areas is now a deep brown. 
Overall, the two-tone eff ect bor-
ders on garish.

We asked Christopher Gow-
ell, a local authority on bronze 
sculpture, what she thought of 
that change.

“Someone,” she said, “with 
whatever intentions they had, 
tried to improve it because it was 
weathering, as all patinas do … 
It’s neither conserved nor weath-
ered, as a good bronze should. 
Th ey’ve made a mess of it. It 
looks terrible.”

Gowell has not inspected the 
monument closely since the 
change, but she believes that, 
fortunately, it is probably not 
permanent. 

“It doesn’t even need a conser-
vator. It just needs someone to 
go in, clean it up, then re-patina 

it. And then put on a sealer, so 
that the patina will last a while. 
Th en when it doesn’t, it just ages 
gracefully. All patinas — bronzes 
— go towards green eventually. 
Th at’s a very natural process. 

“Periodically, people can renew 
the patina. Th at’s fi ne. But they 
defi nitely shouldn’t have done 
what they did. It looks quite aw-
ful.”

We asked Kittery Town Man-
ager Nancy Colbert Puff  who 
might have altered the look of 
the monument. She said that the 
town does not know. She did say 
that it was not done by the town, 
or by the state. A conservator was 
hired to inspect the sculpture, 
and did so on Monday.

Th e State of Maine is consid-
ering a bill which would autho-
rize Bureau of Parks and Lands 
to hand over John Paul Jones 
Memorial Park to the Town of 
Kittery. Th e Committee on State 
and Local Government held 
a hearing on Legislative Doc-
ument 780 on Monday. Testi-
fying on behalf of the bill were 
co-sponsors Rep. Roberta Bea-
vers [D-So. Berwick] and Rep. 
Dean Rykerson [D-Kittery]. No 
one spoke in opposition.
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Local Craftsmanship

Stop Spinning Yarns
To the Editor:
I’ve been a small business 

owner in New Hampshire for 
44 years. I started Harrisville 
Designs in 1971. We make high 
quality, natural 100 percent wool 
yarns for knitting and weaving, 
carded fl eece for felting and spin-
ning, fi nely hand-crafted fl oor 
looms and an awarding-winning 
line of weaving products for chil-
dren.

My family’s involvement in 
the weaving business and our in-
vestment in this community date 
back to the mid-1800s. After the 
long-running Cheshire Mills 
closed down in 1970, I started 
the new business to keep the tex-
tile tradition alive and create jobs 
and a center of economic activity 
for our town.

So I think it’s fair to say I have 
a bit of experience both with 
spinning yarn and with doing 
what it takes to strengthen the 
economic fabric of a local com-
munity.

From that standpoint, I’m con-
cerned that some of the proposed 
tax policies advancing in Con-
cord, policies that are being spun 
in the name of small businesses 
like mine, will tear at that eco-
nomic fabric instead of strength-
en it.

As a local small business own-
er, I believe the proposals for 
business tax cuts in the state 
Senate and House will, contrary 
to how they are being marketed, 
work against the goals of help-
ing small businesses and helping 
New Hampshire compete eco-
nomically.

When we look at these tax cut 
proposals, there are a few ques-

tions I think every small busi-
ness owner and every lawmaker 
should consider carefully.

First: will these tax propos-
als help local, homegrown small 
businesses create jobs? In the 
case of my business and other 
local businesses I know, the an-
swer is no. Th e proposed cuts 
to the Business Profi ts Tax and 
Business Enterprise Tax will 
overwhelmingly benefi t the “big 
guys.” Th ey’ll have very little 
impact on small businesses like 
mine.

Based on the numbers I got 
from my accountant for what my 
business paid in these taxes last 
year, we might get back about 
$600 from the cuts passed by the 
Senate, or $50 a month. Th at’s 
not going to help us create jobs. I 
think most other small business-
es are in the same boat.

Second: will these tax cuts 
help make New Hampshire 
more competitive? Frankly, I 
don’t see how. Instead, I worry 
they’ll make us less competitive 
by setting New Hampshire back 
when it comes to investing in 
workforce development, making 
energy and health care costs af-
fordable, and funding local infra-
structure projects that pave our 
roads and fi x our bridges. Th ese 
are all more important to small 
businesses than the nominal 
business tax rate because, in real-
ity, state business taxes are such a 
small fraction of the overall costs 
of doing business.

And third: will the tax cuts 
“pay for themselves” as some 
have claimed? If only … but 
decades of experience with this 
“trickle down” idea have shown 
again and again that it just ain’t 
so. People who are more inter-
ested in ideology than reality can 
say it til they’re blue in the face, 
but that won’t make the hole 
they just blew in the state budget 
any less red.

I wonder, do the folks who 
think tax cuts will pay for them-
selves also think the roads will 
plow themselves? After the win-
ter we’ve had, people in New 
Hampshire know better. Plow-
ing roads costs money. Tax cuts 
do, too.

And here’s the kicker question: 
since the proposed tax cuts won’t 
pay for themselves, who will end 
up paying for them? Th e hard 
truth is, our local communities 
and local economies will have to 
foot the bill for these tax cuts — 
in the form of reduced state in-
vestments, more downshifting of 
costs and responsibilities to local 
governments, and higher local 
property taxes. Th is will hurt lo-
cal businesses, not help us.

Th e state budget has already 
been worn threadbare after many 
years of trying to do more with 
less. Small business owners know 
you can only do more with less 
for so long. If you don’t start 
making investments again at 
some point, you wind up doing 
less with less. And that’s what 
will really hurt New Hampshire’s 
competitiveness.

It’s time to stop spinning yarns 
about the magic of self-funding 
tax cuts and get serious about the 
real and damaging consequenc-
es these ill-advised bills would 
have, if passed. As a local small 
business owner, I’m looking to 
our lawmakers in Concord to ad-
vance policies that help strength-
en the fabric of our local econo-
mies, not tear it at the seams.

Chick Colony
Harrisville, NH
Chick:
Harrisville has benefi ted tre-

mendously from the values you 
have espoused here. Would that 
the state could do the same.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Th eft is What it Is
To the Editor:
Maintaining New Hamp-

shire’s roads and bridges should 
be the responsibility of those who 
use them. Gas taxes, toll roads or 
registration fees are all standard 
ways to pay for our highway de-
partment. Stealing $50.8 million 
from the dedicated renewable 
energy fund and millions more 
from the University of New 
Hampshire is not responsible nor 
is stealing from your municipali-
ty’s share of the gas tax.

House Finance Committee 
Chairman Neal Kurk tried to 
get the House to pass a seven to 

eight cent increase in the gas tax, 
but was blocked by the Tea Party 
wing of his own party. Th ey be-
lieve it better to drive away our 
youth through an ever higher 
state college tuition and increase 
the heating and electricity bills 
for everyone.

Th e Concord Monitor wrote 
“Th e renewable energy fund 
gives fi nancial incentives to res-
idents and businesses that install 
renewable energy technology 
such as solar panels or wood pel-
let boilers. Utilities pay into the 
fund if they don’t buy a required 
number of renewable energy 
credits.” Electricity and heating 
bills jumped this year due to a 
shortage natural gas. Each per-
son who installs a solar panel or 
wood pellet boiler reduces the 
demand for electricity and nat-
ural gas. Stealing from this fund 
to avoid increasing the gas tax 
simply adds a hidden tax to your 
utility bills.

Last year we were paying 
$1.80 a gallon more for gaso-
line than we are today. Th at was 
a $1.80 we were sending out of 
state. Certainly we can aff ord to 
pay eight cents more a gallon to 
produce jobs within our state and 
repair our roads and bridges.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, NH
Walter:
It’s clearly a case of the good of 

the State and its residents pres-
ent and future, balanced against 
the desire of a fairly small sector 
of the population to see their 
perverse theories carried out. Too 
bad for all of us.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Penny Wise, Pound Foolish
To the Editor:
We are at a tipping point re-

garding the worsening condition 
of our transportation infrastruc-
ture, and how the extreme fund-
ing and personnel cuts proposed 
will make it impossible to “catch 
up” on maintenance and recon-
struction work, potentially put-
ting public safety at risk. 

Although I am writing as a 

private citizen, I have been em-
ployed by the New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation 
[NHDOT] for 38 years, pres-
ently as the state bridge engineer, 
and have seen many changes. 
When I started work, it was gen-
erally known that New Hamp-
shire had the best transportation 
system in New England, devel-
oped over decades of investment. 
Everyone recognized that a good 
highway network promotes eco-
nomic development, is benefi cial 
for the public safety, and is good 
for tourists and other visitors. 
But now that is no longer the 
case. 

Some state roads and bridges 
are truly falling apart, making 
travel diffi  cult, causing detours, 
and damaging our vehicles, 
which is more costly than an in-
crease in registration fees or gas 
tax/road toll. It is my opinion 
that this is a result of the con-
tinued misunderstanding, and 
perhaps complacency, by many 
elected offi  cials and the general 
public regarding how the De-
partment is funded, how those 
funds are applied, and how much 
money it takes for bridge and 
roadway repairs. 

Th e State Red List of defi cient 
bridges increased from 142 in 
2013 to 153 for 2015. In spite 
of NHDOT eff orts that address 
20 to 30 Red List bridges each 
year; bridges are deteriorating 
and added to the Red List faster 
than current funding can address 
them. Municipal bridges overall 
are in worse condition, with 344 
of 1,687 bridges on the Munic-
ipal Red List. Further, of the 
4,560 miles of state roadways, 
about 1,600 miles are in “poor” 
condition, nearly 1,900 miles 
are in “fair” condition, and only 
about 1,000 miles — less than 25 
percent of miles — are in “good” 
condition. At current funding 
levels, it will be a long time be-
fore these conditions change. 

Consider the actual cost to 
each driver if the road toll/gas tax 
is increased by eight cents. At 25 
mpg, 12,000 miles/year, 480 gal-
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lons, an eight cent increase would 
equal $38.40 over the entire year, 
or $3.20 per month. Th at’s the 
cost of a small cup of coff ee, once 
every two weeks. Compared to 
other monthly expenses (cell 
phone, cable TV, etc.) $3.20 per 
month — about 10 cents a day 
— is truly a bargain for New 
Hampshire residents — and 
tourists visiting us. And compare 
this to the impact to local tax-
payers if municipalities take on 
the cost of roadway maintenance 
(summer and winter) for roads in 
each community the NHDOT 
is forced to abandon for lack of 
staff  and funds to maintain them. 

Gas prices have lowered sig-
nifi cantly over the past eight 
months, by at least $1.25/gal. 
Driving at the average rate for 
eight months at 25 mpg, would 
use 320 gallons. Saving $1.25/gal 
due to the recent price reduction, 
results in a $400 savings during 
this time. It would take ten years 
of driving at the same rate, using 
5,000 gallons of gas, before the 
eight cent increase would spend 
the $400 of savings that have 
been realized over just the past 
eight months. Consider also that 
the price of gas can vary by ten 
cents just between gas stations in 
Laconia and Concord. Th e eight 
cents is a very reasonable amount, 
especially considering that all of 
it could go to our NHDOT, and 
not to outside oil companies. 

We inherited the fi ne trans-
portation system that prior gen-
erations were farsighted enough 
to provide, and we have a re-
sponsibility to provide a safe and 
effi  cient transportation network 
for future generations of New 
Hampshire residents and visi-
tors. Th is is not an issue solely 
aff ecting Democrats or Republi-
cans, but all of us, and it should 
be resolved in a bipartisan and 
cooperative manner. By investing 
in the state’s transportation sys-
tem and restoring funding to the 
NHDOT, you would be a part of 
fulfi lling that responsibility. 

Further details explaining 
transportation funding in New 

Hampshire are found in “Th e 
Citizen’s Guide to the Trans-
portation System,” available at 
http://www.nh.gov/dot/media/
documents/budget-presentation.
pdf on the Department’s web site 
http://www.nh.gov/dot/. 

Mark W. Richardson, PE
Gilford, NH
Mark:
Th anks for writing. For some 

of us, there’s nothing like a 
straightforward statement of the 
facts of a case. Any reasonable 
person, reviewing your letter, can 
see that it’s quite insane to gut 
highway funding. 

Trouble is, it’s not an engineer-
ing problem. It’s a psycho-social 
problem which must be solved in 
an open air asylum largely run by 
those who ought to be patients.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

A Tool to Fix Immigration
To the Editor:
Th e engine of the world’s #1 

economy appears to now be 
churning on almost all cylinders. 
However, there are still far too 
many hardworking Americans 
being left behind due to income 
inequality, which can be attribut-
ed to long term wage stagnation, 
for starters. 

Most economists, that I’ve 
heard, agree that raising the fed-
eral minimum wage to $10.10/
hour would go a long way in 
reducing income inequality. In 
all fi ve states where a minimum 
wage increase was put on the 
ballot in 2014, the people voted 
in favor of raising it. Wal-Mart, 
a low wage employer and the 
largest employer in America, to 
its credit, recognized the need 
to raise its own minimum wage 
to $9/hour this year and to $10/
hour the following year. Th is 
move, which will barely scratch 
the surface of its bottom line 
yet does so much to improve the 
lives of its dedicated associates, 
could very well force the hand of 
America’s remaining low wage 
employers to do the same.

Raising the federal minimum 
wage would not only be a potent 

method for alleviating poverty 
and weaning more Americans 
from public assistance but would 
be, although never discussed, a 
highly eff ective tool and great 
fi rst step in fi xing the immigra-
tion problem.

I envision that a wage raise 
would incentivize many unem-
ployed Americans to seek jobs 
that are being held by undocu-
mented workers, who, in an at-
tempt to better their lot in life, 
are willing to work for unscru-
pulous employers who are happy 
to take advantage and pay the 
undocumented workers virtual 
slave wages.

Th e ensuing rush of Ameri-
can citizens seeking employment 
from those employers would 
compel the businesses to fi nally 
obey the law. Furthermore, al-
though we are a nation of laws, 
it is not realistic to round up and 
deport 12 million undocumented 
low wage workers. Instead I rec-
ommend that we grant the law-
breaking businesses amnesty by 
requiring them to sponsor and 
continue employing their current 
workers at the new livable mini-
mum wage and give those work-
ers a path to citizenship that in-
cludes the payment of pro-rated 
back taxes to this nation.

Wayne H. Merritt
Dover, NH

≈≈≈
Ayotte’s Lame Excuse

To the Editor:
Kelly Ayotte’s feeble excuse 

as to why she signed the letter 
to Iranian leaders (“Congress 
should have say on fi nal Iran 
deal”) is almost as bad as John 
McCain’s excuse, “I sign a lot of 
letters.”

In their letter, she and 46 other 
Republican senators, in a strict-
ly partisan move, interfered with 
ongoing negotiations. Once an 
agreement is reached, then it is 
the place of Congress to get in-
volved and ask tough questions. 
It is absolutely not their place 
to tell Teheran not to negotiate 
with Obama because the Repub-
licans plan to repudiate any deal 
in Congress! Past presidents have 
routinely negotiated agreements 
on critical international issues. 

Never before have members of 
Congress pulled a stunt like this!

Th eir actions have been round-
ly condemned, not only by jour-
nalists from the left, but by solid 
conservatives, the military, and 
many Right Wing journalists. 
Some have labeled their actions 
treasonous and traitorous, which 
I think goes too far. Partisan, yes; 
dumb, yes; a threat to our securi-
ty, yes. But it does not rise to the 
level of treason.

Th e letter to Teheran is viewed 
as a travesty by the United States’ 
fi ve negotiating partners (Brit-
ain, France, Russia, China, Ger-
many). Did Senator Ayotte really 
not realize that the interfering 
letter aff ected our negotiating 
partners? Is she that much of a 
rank amateur in foreign aff airs 
and separation of powers? Ap-
parently, yes.

Seven Republican senators, 
all with credentials in foreign or 
military aff airs, refused to sign 
the letter. Th ey showed better 
judgment than our junior sen-
ator. Senator Ayotte’s constitu-
ency is here in New Hampshire, 
not in Iran. Hopefully we can get 
a more thoughtful and less parti-
san senator in the 2016 elections, 
someone who takes into account 
the ramifi cations of her actions! 
Th ere really is no acceptable ex-
cuse for Senator Ayotte’s actions.

Michael Frandzel
Portsmouth, NH

≈≈≈
Th e Bag Ban

To the Editor:
I am very excited that Ports-

mouth’s Blue Ribbon Commit-
tee on Sustainable Practices has 
recommended the single-use, 
carry-out, plastic bag ordinance 
for a First Reading. Upon pas-
sage, the Port City would be the 
fi rst municipality in New Hamp-
shire to join Portland, ME, and 
Newburyport, MA, in enacting 
such an ordinance.

Th e ordinance requires all 
stores to use recycled paper or 
reusable bags at checkout, in-

stead of traditional plastic gro-
cery bags. It still allows plastic 
bags for prepared takeout food 
and for our meats, fruits, and 
vegetables at the grocery store. 
Th e ordinance also requires a ten 
cent pass-through to be charged 
for every paper bag issued to re-
coup the cost of the paper bag 
and incentivize reusable bag use. 
Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC) or Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) purchases will 
not be charged the ten cent pass-
through. 

To raise awareness for the need 
for such an ordinance, residents 
have begun sporting “Plastic Bag 
Monster” outfi ts outside events 
around town, ranging from 3S 
Artspace’s opening to Music 
Hall programs. Many will recog-
nize the monsters from the past 
several Halloween Parades. Each 
monster is composed of 500 of 
the ubiquitous plastic grocery 
store bags, the fi gure attributed 
to the average number a shopper 
uses every year.

I strongly urge the City Coun-
cil to enact the ordnance and put 
Portsmouth on the path to be-
come New Hampshire’s leader 
in sustainability. In the mean-
time, when you see the mon-
sters around town, feel free to 
approach, take selfi es, and simply 
have fun with us as enthusiasm 
for the ordnance grows.

Josh Denton
Portsmouth, NH
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≈≈≈
Ayotte and Abortion

To the Editor: 
U.S. Senate Majority Lead-

er Mitch McConnell [R-KY] 
refuses to allow a vote on the 
nomination of Loretta Lynch for 
Attorney General. He is holding 
up the vote to force Democrats 
to support an anti-abortion pro-
vision in a human traffi  cking bill. 
Th is provision would make feder-
al funds available for an abortion 
if a woman is raped by her pimp 
or captor, but not if she became 
pregnant because she was forced 
into prostitution by her pimp or 
captor. Senator Kelly Ayotte has 

stood with Senator McConnell 
on this provision. She owes every 
woman and parent of a daughter 
an explanation why she supports 
federal funds for abortion in the 
fi rst case, but not the other. 

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, NH 

≈≈≈
What Does “GOP” Stand For?

To the Editor:
Th e GOP claims to be the par-

ty of business and family values, 
or at least that is what they say. 
To rephrase an old adage, actions 
speak louder than words. If we 
pay attention to what Republi-
cans are doing and want to do, at 

the state and federal level, some-
thing is wrong with the picture.

Th e recent budget proposals 
damage families. Th ey claim the 
cuts are necessary to ensure a 
better future for their children 
and grandchildren. What about 
everyone else’s children and 
grandchildren today and tomor-
row? Cutting food stamps, cut-
ting spending on education, cut-
ting Medicaid, cutting Meals On 
Wheels — not family-friendly 
actions: children are a major 
share of the recipients. 

Survey after survey of busi-
nesses rank infrastructure and a 
tech-savy workforce as the top 

needs. What are we doing in 
New Hampshire? Th e Republi-
cans talk about creating jobs and 
growing the economy and de-
cide to cut funds for the top two 
wishes of business. Do these am-
ateurs in Concord make any ef-
fort to educate themselves before 
making short-sighted decisions?

Another sound bite is, we must 
live within our means. Agreed, 
but apply the axiom to all. I don’t 
see proposals to cut corporate 
welfare, hold the Defense De-
partment accountable for waste, 
or get rid of the tax loopholes 
rigged for the rich. A bite out of 
everyone will be a much smaller 

bite than the ones proposed.
Th e baseball season is almost 

here, let’s give these legislators 
that old Bronx cheer — “throw 
the bums out!”

Dave Potter
North Hampton, NH 

≈≈≈
Th e Eternal Debate [Cont.]
To the Editor:
In a recent letter to the Editor, 

John Dente writes that America 
is a colony of Israel. Th e letter 
does not waste the opportunity 
to beat up on Israel, and he is 
cheered on by the editor, a con-
sistent theme in these pages. 

What you will never see from 

by William Marvel

In 2013 a solid majority of our 
legislature voted to raise the 

speed limit on most of northern 
I-93 to 70 miles per hour, de-
spite urgent opposition by the 
Highway Safety Agency and 
the Department of Public Safe-
ty. Th e trucking lobby obviously 
had a hand in that, but so did the 
Chamber-of-Commerce men-
tality. Jeff  Woodburn, a Demo-
crat from Dalton, was quoted as 
saying “we need to get people to 
the North Country faster.” Ap-
parently the legislature’s hospi-
tality interests felt the same, and 
safety played no part in the de-
cision.

Woodburn called the higher 
speed limit “the will of the mo-
torists,” who habitually drive 
at 70. Manchester Republican 
Steve Vaillancourt said the same 
thing. Even a traffi  c “expert” ar-
gued that if a certain percentage 
of traffi  c is speeding it’s better to 
raise the posted limit. Perhaps 
we should apply the same logic 

to income-tax cheating and oth-
er popular off enses, instead of 
enforcing obnoxious laws against 
them.

I can’t help asking what the 
hell those people were thinking. 
Most drivers who are getting 
away with speeding at a limit 
of 65 will predictably exceed a 
higher limit by similar incre-
ments. Drivers cruising at 70 or 
75 with a limit of 65 will jump 
to 75 or 80 with a posted limit 
of 70. On I-93, it actually seems 
worse.

Driving small, four-cylinder 
vehicles, I always fi nd interstate 
travel a little hairy, at least where 
the speed limits exceed 60. My 
ancient Honda Civic seemed 
ready to go airborne at 65, but it 
gave me 44 miles to the gallon at 
55, so I always tried for a happy 
medium of 60. Nearly everyone 
on the road passed me, and a few 
fl ew by, while the occasional nit-
wit would hang on my bumper 
until I slowed down enough to 
make him go around me.

Th e speed increase on the 

northern section of I-93 has dis-
proportionately aggravated the 
perils on that highway, at least for 
those of us in little, fuel-effi  cient 
vehicles. I had to go to Manches-
ter on February 18, and found 
the ride downright harrowing. I 
had not driven more than a mile 
on the interstate from Exit 23 
when I saw a white pickup mired 
in the snow, deep in the median. 
Th e average speed seemed to be 
between 75 and 80; all the way 
down I had to keep at 65 or bet-
ter to maintain the illusion of 
security from my fellow motor-
ists, and even then I usually had 
someone on my tail. A signifi cant 
proportion of the traffi  c kept 
hurtling onward after the speed 
limit had dro pped back to 65 — 
and even in the 55-mph section 
around Concord. On March 1 a 
man was arrested doing 109 in 
the 65-mph corridor. Candace 
Bouchard, a Concord Democrat, 
defended the speed increase by 
arguing that people could still 
drive slower to save fuel if they 
preferred, but I’d like to see her 

try that in a Honda Fit or some 
other economical shoebox.

It was vacation week, and the 
trip home was worse. Massachu-
setts cars — the ones our tourist 
mongers want to get here faster 
— were zooming past me, push-
ing those who were only doing 
80 or so to jump out of the way. 
At mile marker 49 tire tracks 
revealed where someone had re-
cently vaulted over the snowbank 
from the passing lane, and north 
of Exit 20 two Bay State drivers 
rocketed past everyone, one car-
length apart. Th e Daytona 500 
spirit did not abate on the side 
roads, either; Massachusetts cars 
roared around me in short pass-
ing zones in Moultonborough 
and Albany, with cars coming, 
although in each case I was ex-
ceeding the speed limit at least a 
little.

One veteran tow-truck driver 
said he saw the biggest accident 
of his career on January 2, with a 
35-car pileup on I-93 in Ashland. 
While those involved blamed 
a snow squall, one witness told 

WMUR that those cars had been 
fl ying past him at unreasonable 
speeds for any conditions. What 
a surprise. When Iowa raised its 
interstate speeds to 70, in 2005, 
it soon experienced a one-third 
increase in serious accidents, 
with an 80-percent increase in 
cross-median accidents. Similar 
habituation to faster speeds is 
now causing massive pileups in 
Maine.

In 2009 the Democratic House 
tried to protect us from ourselves 
with a mandatory seatbelt bill. I 
would prefer they protect us from 
others, or at least not actively en-
danger us through others, but all 
fi ve of our local legislators voted 
to increase speeds on I-93. Syndi 
White, the least safety-conscious 
of all, actually supported a high-
er limit on I-89, too, and even 
opposed the cell-phone ban for 
drivers. Safety is often used as 
an excuse for government intru-
sions, and it really shouldn’t al-
ways trump every consideration, 
but for some it comes last — af-
ter money and convenience.

Th e Northcountry Chronicle

Safety Last

More Mash Notes, Hate Mail, and Other Correspondence, from Page Five
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by Jim Hightower

“Do the crime, do the time,” goes 
the old saying. Unless of course, 
the criminals are corporate ex-
ecutives. In those cases, the cul-
prits are practically always given 
a “Get out of jail free” card.

Even the corporate crimes 
that produce horrible injuries, 
illnesses, death, &c. are routinely 
settled by fi nes and payoff s from 
the corporate treasury, with no 

punishment of the honchos who 
oversee what amount to crime-
for-profi t syndicates. Th e only bit 
of justice in these money settle-
ments is that some of them have 
become quite large, with multi-
billion-dollar “punitive damages” 
meant to deter the perpetrators 
from doing it again. Yet, the 
same bad corporate actors seem 
to keep at it.

What’s going on here is a game 
of winkin’ & noddin’ in which 

corporate criminals know that 
those headline-grabbing assess-
ments come with a secret escape 
hatch. Congress has generously 
written the law so corporations 
can deduct much of their puni-
tive payments from their income 
taxes! As Sen. Pat Leahy points 
out, “Th is tax loophole allows 
corporations to wreak havoc and 
then write it off  as a cost of doing 
business.”

For example, oil giant BP cer-

tainly wreaked havoc with its 
careless oil rig explosion in 2010, 
killing 11 workers, deeply con-
taminating the Gulf of Mexico, 
and devastating the livelihoods 
of millions of people along the 
Gulf coast. So, BP was socked 
with a punishing payout topping 
$42 billion. But — shhhh — 80 
percent of that is eligible for a 
tax deduction, a little fact that 
was eff ectively covered up by the 
bosses and politicians.

Sen. Leahy has introduced 
legislation to lock down this es-
cape hatch for thieves, killers, 
and executive-suite villains. For 
more information on the moral 
outrage of ordinary taxpayers be-
ing forced to subsidize corporate 
criminals, contact U.S. PIRG at 
www.uspirg.org.

≈≈≈
Copyright 2014 by Jim Hightower 
& Associates. Contact Laura Eh-
rlich (laura@jimhightower.com). 

the aforementioned duo is the 
following: Israel, a nation small-
er than little El Salvador, is sur-
rounded by a sea of hostile Arab 
and Muslim nations.

Hamas terrorists in Gaza 
launched more than 15,000 
rockets at Israel civilians and are 
busily rearming after the last war, 
just a few months ago.

Hamas has provoked wars at 
Israel in 2008, 2012 and 2014. 
Even though Hamas was attack-
ing Israel from schools, hospitals 
and mosques in the center of 
population centers — using its 
people as human shields — the 
media blamed Israel for civilian 
deaths in defending itself.

Every child, man and woman 
killed in Gaza is on the head of 
Hamas. Demands by the inter-
national community that mili-
tary operations be removed from 
populated areas has been ignored 
for more than a decade. Human 
shields, of course, is a war crime.

When Palestinian children 
were killed by Israeli artillery 
while playing in a park it was 
a Big Story. But when Hamas 
militants dressed as civilians 
launched rockets from a hotel 
parking lot in Gaza City, there 
was no coverage.

Palestinians have been exhort-
ed with increasing intensity to 

kill Jews. President Mahamoud 
Abbas said that attacking Israel 
is “a war for Allah,” which re-
quires Muslims to attack Jews. 
Th e New York Times censored 
Abass’s calls to violence. 

Th ere are people who believe 
Israel deserves a fair shake in 
the media. Credit to this rag for 
printing a letter such as this one, 
if nothing else.

Mike Kulla
Pleasant Valley, NY

≈≈≈
Where Do We Stand?

To the Editor:
After the treasonous behavior 

of the many members of Con-
gress who attended Benjamin 
Netanyhu’s lecture to them, 47 
Republican Senators sent a letter 
to the Iranian leaders that once 
again showed their disdain and 
disrespect for the President of 
the United States, the offi  ce of 
the President, and the American 
people, while at the same time 
telling the world that America 
cannot be counted on to keep its 
agreements. 

Th us the Senators, following 
Netanyahu’s lead, and doing all 
they can to ingratiate them-
selves to AIPAC, and to Sheldon 
Adelson, are attempting to bring 
America to where the Israelis 
want America to be: at war with 

Iran. 
Furthermore, Netanyahu has 

promised to expand Israeli set-
tlement in Gaza and the West 
Bank, and has promised that 
there will never be a Palestinian 
State, which now puts the Amer-
ican Congress on record with 
Netanyahu supporting war and 
apartheid. 

Th e Israeli’s spoke their minds, 
and in 2016 Americans will 
speak theirs. Will it be for war, 
for Israeli dominance of Amer-
ica’s foreign policy, and support 
for apartheid? Or will it be for 
peace, the end to apartheid, and 
an America fi rst foreign policy? 
Th e choices are clear. 

We know where Republicans 
stand; let us hope that someone 
will come forth to off er a better 
alternative. and a better vision for 
the future.

John Dente
Wilmington, DE

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈ ≈≈
Th e Making of a Mediarchy
by Sam Smith
November, 1988
Th is year’s presidential cam-

paign, otherwise without social-
ly redeeming virtue, has at least 
eff ectively destroyed the myth of 
Ronald Reagan as mediameister. 
George Bush has proved that 
anybody can do it.

Th is had been long concealed 
because of a natural confusion 
between cause and eff ect. Reagan 
appeared to be manipulating the 
media when, in fact, he was sim-
ply reaping the benefi ts of being 
its most diligent and well-be-
haved student-politician. What 
appeared to be a Stygian skill 
called from deep within him was 
nothing more than a long and 
total commitment to the media’s 
own rules and mores.

Th at the eff ect can be repli-
cated virtually at will was am-
ply demonstrated by the Bush 
campaign. Bush entered the race 
absent a verifi able microcurie of 
charisma, with little rhetorical 
ability, and seemingly lacking 
even elemental shrewdness. Yet 
his media triumph has put even 
that of the Great Prevaricator to 
shame. What took Reagan years 
of GE commercials to achieve, 
Bush has mastered in a few short 
weeks.

Th e dramatic alteration of the 
presumed persona of George 
Bush should come as no surprise 
to students of the tube. After all, 
television long ago learned that 
talent was the least of its require-
ments. It discovered it didn’t 
need a comedian as good as Er-
nie Kovacs, a journalist as good 
as Edward R. Murrow or some 

actress imported from Broadway 
to fi ll a dramatic role. It could 
simply manufacture a reasonable 
likeness out of the endless pool 
of attractive, inoff ensive faces 
and bodies trooping through its 
casting offi  ces.

One of the earliest and lon-
gest smash hits of television was 
Howdy Doody, a seminal pro-
duction that recognized televi-
sion’s potential as the electronic 
successor to the Punch & Judy 
show — in which life is portrayed 
by farcical characters engaged in 
fantastic situations evoking the 
most generic mythical symbol-
ism.

In drama this potential has 
brought us to Miami in music 
to MTV. Our news anchors are 
Punch & journalists, Ted Kop-
pel symbolizes Th ought, Vanna 
White is Beautiful Woman, Tom 
Braden does his political trans-
vestite act as Th e Leftist. Even 
Saturday Night Live now seems 
a recreation of the original as 
performed by puppets. George 
Bush stars in this season’s 
mini-series: Th e Presidency, Part 
XXXXI. And J. Danforth Quayle 
plays Robert Redford playing a 
Quayle-like candidate ….

Th e rest may be found at pro-
revnews.blogspot.com/2015/03/
the-making-of-mediarchy.html.
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16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork

Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh
150 Congress Street

Portsmouth, NH
603-766-FISH

Portsmouth, arguably the fi rst 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-fl owing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
Th e Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. Th e 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fi ll 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. Th is 
creates a roving hydraulic confl ict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. Th e skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
Th is can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. Th is is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
Th e river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
Th ey leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

12:33

6:39

12:54

6:51

1:04

7:13

1:27

7:24

1:37

7:49

2:03

8:00

2:12

8:28

2:41

8:40

2:52

9:12

3:25

9:24

3:38

10:00

4:15

10:15

4:30

10:54

5:11

11:12

5:29

11:53

6:13

12:14

6:33

12:55

7:16

1:19

7:39

1:57

8:18

2:23

8:42

2:56

9:16

3:23

9:42

3:51

10:10

4:20

10:38

4:43

11:01

5:13

11:31

5:33

11:51

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
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“Of all Smells Bread: 

Of All Tastes Salt.”

— George Herbert (1593-1633)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 

www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

2014—Former NH GOP Chair 

Jack Kimball calls upon Sheriff  Joe 

Arpaio to put President Obama “in 

an orange suit … and drag his butt 

out of that White House.”

2010—Flagrant safety violations 

at WV’s non-union Upper Big 

Branch coal mine result in an ex-

plosion killing 29 miners.

1995—”How do you stop an el-

ephant if it goes berserk on the 

grounds of the Capitol?” asks Sen. 

Bob Smith [R-NH]. Alas, his mo-

tion to ban pachyderms is defeated.

1962—LBJ crony Billy Sol Estes is 

indicted for selling fake mortgages 

on fake fertilizer tanks.

1958—Fidel Castro declares war 

against Cuban dictator Batista.

1956—A hired thug throws acid 

and blinds Victor Riesel, New York 

newspaper columnist and crusader 

against labor racketeers.

1955—Th e Farmers Home Ad-

ministration announces it will issue 

mortgages on home bomb shelters.

1952—Howard Hughes closes 

down MGM temporarily, because 

the authors of all eleven stories on 

his shooting schedule are suspected 

communists.

1926—H.L. Mencken is arrested 

in Boston for selling his magazine, 

American Mercury.

1794—“Be sure you show my head 

to the mob,” says Georges Jacques 

Danton to his executioner, “it will 

be a long time ere they see its like.” 

 2009—BP’s Deepwater Horizon 

obtains relief from oppressive fed-

eral over-regulation.

1992—Donald E. Harding gasps, 

moans, and makes obscene hand 

gestures for fi ve minutes as he dies 

in Arizona’s gas chamber.

1977—“If the president does it,” 

Richard Nixon tells David Frost, 

“that means it’s not illegal.”

1976—Howard Hughes dies in-

testate.

1968—Oakland police shoot it out 

with the Black Panthers. Bobby 

Hutton, 18 and unarmed, dies.

1954—“Th e time has come,” says 

Sen. John F. Kennedy, “for the 

American people to be told the 

truth about Vietnam.”

1953—Th e Cotton States League 

throws out the Hot Springs team 

for signing black pitchers.

1917—Former peace candidate 

Woodrow Wilson declares war on 

Germany.

1909—Matthew Henson, black 

son of a Maryland sharecropper, 

becomes the fi rst non-Inuit to set 

foot on the North Pole. Ailing Ad-

miral Peary stays in the sled, but 

later takes credit.

1868—Brigham Young marries 

wife #27.

1712—Twenty-three enslaved Af-

ricans revolt in New York, killing 

nine whites and injuring six others. 

Twenty-one are later convicted and 

executed.

2003—U.S. troops take Baghdad.

1994—Employee Auburn Callo-

way attacks the fl ight crew of Fed-

Ex Flight 705 with hammers and 

a speargun in a suicidal attempt 

to win death benefi ts for his fam-

ily. After a fi ght leaving the cabin 

awash with blood, the crew subdues 

him and lands safely.

1990—Future Bush #43 adminis-

tration appointee John Poindexter 

is found guilty of multiple felonies 

in the Iran/Contra scandal. He later 

wiggles out on appeal.

1970—California Governor Ron-

ald Reagan announces his position 

on ending student demonstrations: 

“If it takes a bloodbath, let’s get it 

over with.”

1966—Th e U.S. retrieves a lost 

H-bomb off  the coast of Spain.

1961—A cracked electrical plug 

causes an F-100’s Sidewinder mis-

sile to blow the wing off  a B-52 

during a training exercise over New 

Mexico; in its crash, 3 airmen die.

1954—In a news conference, like-

able Ike erroneously characterizes 

Southeast Asia as a row of dominos.

1926—In Rome, Violet Gibson, 49, 

the tiny, frail, and deranged daugh-

ter of the Lord Chancellor of Ire-

land, shoots Mussolini in the face.

1922—Secretary of the Interior 

Albert Fall, a Republican, leases the 

federal Teapot Dome oilfi eld to his 

pal Harry Sinclair, who, coinciden-

tally, loans Fall $25,000. 

1984—Richard Nixon observes, 

“It’s the media’s responsibility to 

examine the President with a mi-

croscope ... but when they use a 

proctoscope, it’s going too far.”

1974—Hank Aaron breaks Ruth’s 

record for career homers, reaping 

him hate mail and death threats 

from sports fans.

1971—A home in Wethersfi eld, 

CT is struck by a 6 lb. meteorite.

1956—Parris Island DI marches six 

U.S.M.C. recruits into a swamp for 

disciplinary purposes. Th ey drown.

1952—Truman orders the Army to 

seize steel mills.

1947—After eighteen days of exca-

vation, New York Police fi nd com-

pulsive hoarder Langley Collyer 

dead in his junk-crammed Harlem 

townhouse.

1942—American and Filipino forc-

es on Bataan surrender to the Japa-

nese Army.

1913—Th e 17th Amendment takes 

eff ect, requiring direct election of 

U.S. Senators.

1899—In New York, Martha Place 

becomes the fi rst woman executed 

in an electric chair.

1885—U.S. troops invade Panama, 

“to defend our national interests.”

1864—Th e 13th Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution passes, out-

lawing slavery.

1826—In a duel, Secretary of State 

Henry Clay misses Sen. John Ran-

dolph; and Randolph misses Clay. 

2006—“Scooter” Libby says “W” 

OK’d leaks of secret CIA intel.

2003—In Baghdad’s Firdos Square, 

American troops pull down a large 

statue of Saddam Hussein in front 

of an audience of Iraqis.

1997—A Cambodian newspaper 

proposes importing mad cows to 

clear land mines.

1981—Th e U.S. sub George Wash-

ington, carrying as many as 160 

nuclear warheads, collides with and 

sinks a Japanese freighter in the 

East China Sea. 

1972—Dwayne “Archer Daniels 

Midland” Andreas gives $25,000 

to the Nixon relection campaign, in 

return for which the Comptroller of 

the Currency later approves a bank 

charter.

1959—NASA introduces Ameri-

ca’s fi rst seven astronauts.

1927—Death sentences issued by 

Judge Webster Th ayer, who had 

called Nicolas Sacco and Bar-

tolomeo Vanzetti “those anarchist 

bastards” during their trial, are up-

held in Massachusetts.

1914—Adm. H.T. Mayo demands 

a 21 gun salute from Mexicans at 

Tampico, provoking an internation-

al incident.

1865—Gen. Robert E. Lee surren-

ders his Army to Gen. Ulysses S. 

Grant at Appomattox Courthouse.

1553—Rabelais dies, leaving this 

will: “I have nothing. I owe much. 

I leave the rest to the poor.”

2005—Tens of thousands of Iraqis 

mark the 2nd anniversary of Sadd-

am Hussein’s fall by shouting “No, 

No to Satan!” and demanding that 

U.S. troops leave.

1996—An Australian gadget reg-

isters a wind speed of 253 mph, 

thereby depriving Mt. Washington 

of its old 231 mph world record.

 1972—Crooked fi nancier Robert 

Vesco slips $200,000 to Nixon’s 

re-election campaign in exchange 

for which Attorney General John 

Mitchell cuts him some slack.

1970—A deed is prepared giving 

presidential and vice-presidential 

papers of Richard Nixon to the 

National Archives — backdated to 

qualify him for an otherwise illegal 

tax deduction.

1963—Th e U.S.S. Th resher im-

plodes about 220 miles east of Bos-

ton killing 16 offi  cers, 96 enlisted 

men, and 17 civilians.

1945—Doctors at Oak Ridge de-

liberately inject plutonium into a 

car wreck victim.

1928—Illinois holds a “Pineapple 

Primary,” named for the 62 bomb-

ings which preceded the balloting.

1919—Deceived by a colonel being 

blackmailed by a general, Emiliano 

Zapata is ambushed and murdered 

and his killers are cheated of half of 

their bounty.

1865—Rioters in Portsmouth de-

stroy the offi  ce of Joshua Foster’s 

newspaper Th e States and Union.

2007—Auf weidersehen, Kurt V.

2006—At the Washington Nation-

als home opener, the ceremonial 

fi rst pitch is thrown by Vice Pres-

ident Dick “Dick” Cheney, who is 

greeted with jeers and catcalls.

2003—U.S. offi  cials in Iraq unveil 

decks  of cards showing 55 “Most 

Wanted” Iraqi offi  cials.

2002—Venezuelan generals replace 

Pres. Hugo Chavez with Pedro 

Carmona in a CIA-approved coup.

1985—Press Secretary Larry 

Speakes says his Boss will lay a 

wreath at Bitburg, where Ameri-

cans and Germans lie buried. Oops: 

Americans, no; Waff en SS, yes.

1968—Th e Civil Rights Act of 

1968 is signed into law.

1954—Most boring day of the 20th 

century, a British computer scientist 

says in 2010.

1951—President Harry S Truman 

fi res General Douglas MacArthur 

for insubordination.

1950—A U.S. B-29 carrying a 

nuclear weapon crashes near Albu-

querque. Th e nuke’s high explosives 

ignite; good thing the fi ssile core 

wasn’t installed.

1941—Ford signs its fi rst contract 

with the United Auto Workers.

1938—Richard Whitney, president 

of New York Stock Exchange, gets 

5 to 10 for larceny.

1898—President McKinley gener-

ously declares Cuba’s independence 

from Spain.

2007—Th e Bush White House 

announces that offi  cial messages 

about the fi ring of eight U.S. Attor-

neys were among fi ve million sent 

via private Republican National 

Committee servers — and “lost.”

2001—Veep Dick “Dick” Cheney 

fi les his 2000 tax return which 

shows that $5.1 million of his $36 

million adjusted gross income came 

from Halliburton.

1937— Sixty thousand U.S. students 

demonstrate against war.

1867—William Bullock, inventor 

of the web-fed rotary press, dies 

of complications after his leg is 

crushed by his own invention.

1864—At Fort Pillow, hundreds of 

Union soldiers, black and white, are 

massacred by thousands of Con-

federates led by Gen. Nathan B. 

Forrest, who later founds the KKK.

1862—Union men steal a Confed-

erate locomotive, Th e General, in 

Georgia and head north; but con-

ductor Wm. A. Fuller, on foot, on a 

handcar, and fi nally in another lo-

comotive, chases Th e General down.

1861—Confederate gunners fi re on 

Ft. Sumter.

1788—A mob in New York, op-

posed to body-snatching, attacks 

a hospital, occupies the dissecting 

room, and displays body parts at the 

windows. Th e two-day riot kills fi ve.

1782—American militia troops 

massacre 100 neutral, Christian In-

dians of the Delaware Nation.

2002—Venezuelan President Hugo 

Chavez is back in offi  ce after an ex-

citing day off .

1992—Chicago’s business district 

is shut down due to fl ooding after 

the Chicago River breaches an un-

derground tunnel system.

1981—Rep. Jon Hinson (R-MS) 

resigns three months after being 

arrested for attempting to commit 

oral sodomy in a House restroom.

1981—For a fraudulent article 

about an 8-year-old junkie, the 

Washington Post’s Janet Cooke is 

awarded the Pulitzer Prize. 

1970—Th e Apollo 13 moon shot 

lives up to its numeral.

1962—Rachel Carson’s Silent 

Spring is published.

1953—Th e CIA’s MK-ULTRA 

brainwashing program begins.

1919—British troops massacre 

at least 379 unarmed Indian men  

women and children at Amritsar.

1901—After 14 years on Devil’s 

Island, French anarchist Clement 

Duval’s 20th escape attempt suc-

ceeds. He makes it to New York 

City and lives to be 85.

1873—In Grant Parish, LA, the 

White League and the Klan kill 

280 African-Americans in the 

Colfax Massacre on Easter Sunday.

1861—Fort Sumter surrenders with 

a cannon salute to the fl ag. A stray 

spark causes an explosion killing 

Private Daniel Hough, the fi rst ca-

sualty of the Civil War.

2006—Six retired generals sign 

a New York Times Op-Ed calling 

on Secretary of Defense Donald 

Rumsfeld to resign.

2004—John Ashcroft blames Bill 

Clinton for terrorist attacks that 

took place seven months after Clin-

ton left offi  ce.

1999—Dan Quayle throws his silly 

hat in the ring.

1994—Over Iraq, U.S. fi ghter jets 

shoot down two U.S. helicopters.

1988—An Iranian mine nearly 

sinks the guided missile frigate 

U.S.S. Roberts.

1964—RIP Rachel Carson.

1945—Eight days into its fi rst 

patrol an improperly-fl ushed 

high-pressure head fl oods the 

U-1206. Commander K.A.  Schlitt 

scuttles the boat; four die, the re-

maining 46 crewmen are captured. 

1939—John Steinbeck’s Grapes of 

Wrath is published.

1935—A terrible windstorm cross-

es the Great Plains, bearing away 

topsoil.

1910—President Taft becomes 

fi rst president to throw out the fi rst 

baseball, from the stands.

1865—John Wilkes Booth shoots 

Abraham Lincoln.

1860—First Pony Express rider ar-

rives in San Francisco.

1772—In South Weare, NH the 

County Sheriff  tries to collect fi nes 

from sawmill owners for stealing 

the King’s trees. Th ey beat him up.

2013— Two bombs explode near the 

fi nish line of the Boston Marathon.

2003—George W. Bush installs 

Gen. Jay Garner to administer Iraq 

“until an Iraqi government can be 

formed.” He lasts less than a month.

1994—Dick “Dick” Cheney ex-

plains to C-SPAN viewers that 

G.H.[H.]W. Bush didn’t topple 

Saddam Hussein because it would 

have created a “quagmire” in Iraq.

1992—Leona Helmsley, America’s 

anti-sweetheart, takes up residence 

at the federally-owned Crowbar 

Hilton in Lexington, KY.

1970—Rep. Gerald Ford calls 

for the impeachment of Supreme 

Court Justice William O. Douglas.

1965—“Havlicek steals the ball!”

1961—Th e CIA’s ill-fated Bay of 

Pigs invasion begins as three fl ights 

of falsely-marked American B-26s 

bomb and strafe Cuban airfi elds.

1960—SNCC is formed.

1958—A B-47 crashes on takeoff  

and burns at Pease AFB, killing 

four crewmen.

1912—Th e Titanic changes course, 

heading for the bottom instead of 

New York.

1895—In Hoboken, Josephine “Min-

erva” Blatt lifts 23 men standing on a 

wooden platform; combined weight: 

3,564 lbs.

1889—Birth of A. Philip Ran-

dolph, president of the Brother-

hood of Sleeping Car Porters.

1865—RIP Abraham Lincoln.

2008—“Th ank you, your holiness,” 

George W. Bush says to Pope Ben-

edict, “Awesome speech.”

2005—Jozej Galica, of Poronin, 

Poland is quoted in Gazeta Wyborc-

za saying the death of John Paul II, 

the Polish Pope, has inspired him to 

close his brothel. First miracle?

2003—Pre-written obituaries are 

discovered prematurely posted on 

CNN.com, including one for Dick 

“Dick” Cheney identifying him as 

the “UK’s favorite grandmother.”

1992—Th e House Ethics Com-

mittee — no laughing — releases 

names of 303 check-kiters.

1992—President of Afghanistan 

Mohammad Najibullah, a Com-

mie, resigns, making way for a more 

enlightened government.

1973—Perhaps to relieve an excess 

of inventory, the Pentagon begins 

bombing Laos.

1969—Eminent Christian Billy 

Graham advises Dick “Dick” Nixon 

to bomb North Vietnam’s dikes — 

estimated casualties: 1 million.

1954—“Th ere is no reason why 

French forces should not remain in 

Indo-China and win,” says Richard 

Nixon, three weeks before the Viet 

Minh overrun Dien Bien Phu.

1953—Ike says militarism hangs 

humanity “from a cross of iron.”

1947—In Texas City, TX, a load of 

fertilizer aboard the French vessel 

SS Grandcamp explodes, killing 581 

in a 3-kiloton explosion. 

2013—A fertilizer plant next to a 

middle school in West, TX, unin-

spected since 1985, blows up killing 

15, mostly volunteer fi remen, and 

injuring 250 others. 

2002—G.W. Bush fl ip-fl ops, vows 

to rebuild Afghanistan.

2001—Sharon’s Israel takes a bite 

out of Gaza. U.S.’s Colin Powell 

takes a bite out of Sharon.

1981—Th e Supreme Court decides 

banning the use of peyote as a reli-

gious sacrament doesn’t violate the 

First Amendment.

1970—Apollo 13 makes it home.

1967—“[T]he defeat of the Com-

munists forces in South Vietnam 

is inevitable,” says ex-Veep Richard 

Nixon. “Th e only question is, how 

soon?”

1966—G. Gordon Liddy busts 

Tim Leary for pot possession.

1965—25,000 march against Viet-

nam War in New York City.

1961—Transports chartered by the 

CIA deliver 1,511 Cuban exiles to 

the Bay of Pigs.

1959—In Times Square, 22 are ar-

rested for refusing to take part in an 

air-raid drill.

1954—Eisenhower threatens to 

nuke Red China.

1935—Sun Myung Moon has a 

revelation: Jesus Christ asks him to 

complete His mission.

1850—In the Senate, Henry Foote 

(D-MI) pulls a pistol on Th omas 

Hart Benton (D-MO).

2006—“I’m the decider,” says 

George W. Bush. “What’s best is 

for Don Rumsfeld to remain as the 

Secretary of Defense.”

1988—In retaliation for the 

near-destruction of the U.S.S. Rob-

erts, U.S. Naval forces destroy two 

of Iran’s oil platforms and sink two 

of its frigates in the Persian Gulf.

1977—Th e federal frame-up of 

Leonard Peltier succeeds.

1974—On behalf of Th omas Pyn-

chon, Professor Irwin Corey ac-

cepts the National Book Award for 

Gravity’s Rainbow. Th e solemnity of 

the occasion is marred by a streaker 

running across the stage.

1968—Th e Army admits nerve gas 

from Dugway Proving Grounds 

killed 6,400 Idaho sheep.

1967—One day after announcing 

his opposition, Calif. Gov. Ronald 

Reagan announces he supports a 

new Redwood National Park.

1942—Eighty men in 16 bombers 

take off  from the U.S.S. Hornet, 

bomb Tokyo, and ditch their planes 

in China. Ninety percent of them 

survive the mission.

1930—Th e BBC’s newscast reports 

that “there is no news,” then plays 

piano music.

1906—An earthquake and fi re de-

stroy much of San Francisco, killing 

500 to 700 people.

1844—For a second time, believers 

in William Miller’s Doomsday pre-

diction are disappointed. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1270 1270]
  /PageSize [819.000 1188.000]
>> setpagedevice


