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Th e Fortnightly Rant

Study? What Study?
Th e nation’s corporate media 
seem unable to cover much of 
anything these days except nuts 
with guns and Donald Trump’s 
mouth. In their distraction they 
have failed to cover a story that 
may be more important. 

Viewed from the perspective 
of a mere citizen, this media 
failure could be seen as a defect. 
From the corporate perspective, 
it’s not a defect; it’s a feature.

Ominous Findings
In 1977, top executives at 

Exxon were told by one of the 
company’s own scientists that 
the level of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere was rising due to the 
burning of fossil fuels and that 
the consequences of the trend 
could prove to be catastrophic. 

Th e company launched a sci-
entifi c study of the question in 
1979. According to a 1982 sum-
mary, its fi ndings were “in accord 
with the scientifi c consensus,” 
i.e., dire. Another in-house docu-
ment created that same year con-
cluded it “would require major 
reductions in fossil fuel combus-
tion” to reduce the greenhouse 
eff ect.

Odious Acts
Faced with the unsettling fact 

that their company’s continued 
prosperity could come only at the 
expense of the climate, the plan-
et, and humanity at large, Exxon’s 
executives faced a stark, existen-
tial dilemma, a moral crossroad. 
Th eir initial response was to 
shrug and keep their traps shut.

Mere passivity and inaction, 
however, will not maintain exec-
utives’ Alpha status in America’s 
corporate jungle gym. By 1989 
the company was funding bogus 
“studies” in an attempt to cover 
its tracks.

Th e Triumph of Propaganda
Since Spiro Agnew took his 

fi rst bribe in the Offi  ce of the 
Vice President, it has been an 
article of faith in American poli-
tics that the nation’s news media 
have a built-in liberal bias and 
that among those liberal media, 
National Public Radio represents 
the left wing. As for NPR’s Di-
ane Rehm, whose tagline is the 
oh-so-inclusive, “One of her 
guests is always you,”it’s proba-
bly safe to assume she has a por-
trait of Joe Stalin hanging above 
her bed.

Chris, a caller from Quincy, 
Ill., said on the Diane Rehm 
show on November 30th, “We’re 
not going to save this planet until 
the public clamors for a solution 
… and that’s not going to hap-
pen here in this country until we 
confront the fact that our media 
is being bought and paid for by 
the oil, coal, and natural gas in-
dustries through the auspices of 
their lobbying arm, the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute [API].” 

Rehm asked Amy Harder, one 
of her panelists, to respond. “I 
think [Chris] raises some good 
points about the impact of the 
fossil fuel industry in our de-
bate,” Harder said. Th en, instant-
ly pivoting, Harder began talking 
about “an interesting shift in the 
oil and gas industry, [blah blah 
blah].”

Before we all expire in cli-
mate-induced agony, let us fully 
savor the irony of this moment. 
Rehm, doyenne of the left-wing 
media, is served an anti-capital-
ist softball by an irate member 
of the proletariat. Does she com-
mence with a Castroesque tirade 
about the crimes of the capitalist 
oppressors? No.

Rehm instead hands the ques-
tion over to Harder, who just 
happens to cover the energy and 
climate beat for climate-change 
denier Rupert Murdoch’s Wall 
Street Journal. 

Harder, in turn, quickly blows 
past the media angle with a dis-
missive “has some good points,” 
then proceeds to blather about 
a few window-dressing “green” 
programs of some European oil 
companies. 

Poof: a rare, tiny challenge of 
the oil industry’s practice of neu-
tralizing the media in general to 
protect its profi ts has been con-
veniently neutralized through 
the voluntary intervention of the 
allegedly non-corporate, biased 
liberal media.

If that’s the best the Left can 
come up with to undermine the 
eff orts of America’s God-given 
oligarchs, you can hardly blame 
the Right for holding them in 
contempt. 

Atmosphere Poisoning Institute
Th e exchange we’ve just dis-

sected was unusual for a couple 
of reasons. It’s rare that anyone 
even notices the interplay be-
tween corporate propagandists 
and the media in this country. As 
James Woods said of Flaubert’s 
infl uence on modern fi ction, it is 
too familiar to be visible.

It is also quite unusual for 
Rehm to have had a show about 
the climate and fossil fuels 
without having a spokesperson 
on hand from the API. Usual-
ly they’re as unavoidable as the 
“minders” who watched visitors 
to the old Soviet Union. Perhaps 
they skipped this show because 
they understood that Murdoch’s 
reporter could and would cover 
for them.

If Rehm represents inef-
fectiveness when it comes to 
toppling corporate power, the 
API represents her opposite — 
particularly when it comes to 

cost-eff ectiveness. According to 
Sourcewatch.org, the API’s annual 
budget is less than $10 million. 
In 2013, Exxon made that much 
in two hours.

Best of all, API is, of course, 
registered with the IRS as a 
501(c)(6). Oil companies get to 
write off  whatever they pay API, 
and the taxpayers make up the 
diff erence on April 15th.

Crime and Immunity
Twenty-nine men died in one 

of Don Blankenship’s coal mines. 
He has been found guilty of a 
misdemeanor  and might serve 
one year in jail. 

Eleven men died when a BP oil 
rig blew up in the Gulf of Mexi-
co. Manslaughter charges against 
BP supervisors were dropped last 
week.

Exxon’s executives have noth-
ing to worry about.

Fine: A bribe paid by a rich man 
to escape the lawful penalty of his 
crime. — H.L. Mencken

Ladies and gentlemen, boys and 
girls, and folks who prefer not to 
be categorized by age or gender 
— we are pleased to announce 
that the moment has arrived for 
which you have all been waiting: 
an all-out Civil War is underway 
within the Republican Party. Fit-
tingly, the fi rst shot was fi red in 
Charleston Harbor, just three 
miles from Fort Sumter. 

Standing aboard the U.S.S. 
Yorktown,* the Party’s front run-
ner, referring to himself in the 
third person, said, “Donald J. 
Trump is calling for a total and 
complete shutdown of Muslims 
entering the United States until 
our country’s representatives can 

fi gure out what the hell is going 
on.” Unconfi rmed reports sug-
gest Trump may have been shod 
in extremely tasteful, very fash-
ionable, custom-fi tted jackboots 
while standing upon a rare, high-
ly valuable, original copy of the 
U.S. Constitution.

Band of Estranged Botherers
Trump’s Muslim ban was a 

Rubicon, which his rivals dared 
not cross. Th ey were apparent-
ly hampered by some vestigial 
understanding of the document 
upon which Trump was unques-
tionably treading, whether fi gu-
ratively or literally. 

Instead, they threw spitballs, 
with varying degrees of ferocity.

Chris Christie issued what may 
have been a boilerplate response 
applicable to any Trump propos-
al: “Th is is the kind of thing that 
people say when they have no 

experience and don’t know what 
they’re talking about.”

J. Edgar “Jeb!” Bush, who is 
not a doctor, diagnosed Trump as 
“unhinged.”

Trump is a “race-baiting, xe-
nophobic religious bigot,” said 
Lindsey Graham, winning the 
soundbite contest. “Do you know 
how you make America great 
again?” he asked rhetorically, for 
extra points. “Tell Donald Trump 
to go to hell.”

Th e response of Rafael Ed-
ward “Ted” Cruz may have been 
the most curious. It was certain-
ly the most cautious. “I disagree 
with that proposal,” he said. As 
if to assuage any possible resent-
ment that his remark might en-
gender in the front-runner, he 
immediately added, “I like Don-
ald Trump. A lot of our friends 
here have encouraged me to crit-

icize and attack Donald Trump. 
I’m not interested in doing so.” 
Th e “I’m trying to hang onto my 
Veep slot here, people,” was si-
lent in Cruz’s remark, like the ‘k’ 
in ‘knife.’

A Revoltin’ Predicament
Reince Priebus, Chairman of 

the Republican National Com-
mittee, should be wondering 
right about now why he ever 
wanted the job in the fi rst place. 

Trump, natural-born bully 
that he is, has warned the GOP 
to treat him with respect or else 
he’ll run as an independent. If he 
does bolt, he’ll split the conser-
vative vote and hand the election 
to the Democrats. On the other 
hand, the longer Trump sticks 
with the Party, the more nails he 
drives into its coffi  n.

Asked to weigh in on Trump’s 
Muslim Ban proposal, Priebus 

responded with preternaturally 
measured restraint: “I don’t agree. 
We need to aggressively take on 
radical Islamic terrorism but not 
at the expense of our American 
values.”

At this point Priebus appears 
to have about a 50-50 chance 
of going down in history as the 
guy who was in charge when the 
Grand Old Party went belly-up. 
Trump’s tweet on Tuesday, “A 
new poll indicates that 68% of 
my supporters would vote for me 
if I departed the GOP & ran as 
an independent,” is not likely to 
improve Priebus’s digestion.

Th e Bailout Th eory
You’re Donald Trump. You’re 

rich — really, really rich. You are 
your own boss, and the master of * Trump, though he avoided the Vietnam 

draft, seems to have a thing for Navy ships. 
In September, he used the battleship U.S.S. 
Iowa for a campaign event, hyping a bogus 
veterans service organization in the process. 

The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, December 11, 2015 — Page 1

The New Hampshire Gazette
The Nation’s Oldest Newspaper™ • Editor: Steven Fowle • Founded 1756 by Daniel Fowle

PO Box 756, Portsmouth, NH 03802 • editors@nhgazette.com • www.nhgazette.com

First Class U.S. 
Postage Paid
Portsmouth, N.H.

Permit No. 75

Address Service Requested

A Non-Fiction Newspaper

Vol. CCLX, No. 6

December 11, 2015



Spreading Truth, Humor, and Love

The Devil’s Post
Check us out at:

TheDevilsPost.org

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 343-1326

Local Craftsmanship

Rocray Restoration
Period Antique & Antique 

Interior Repair & Restoration

David K. Rocray • (207) 975-5464

DIGITAL / OFFSET / LETTERPRESS

phineasgraphics.com
603-436-4402  /  108 Penhallow

 in historic downtown Portsmouth

phineas

We design. 
We print.
We print your design.

Th e Alleged News®
 from page one

all you survey. 
Why would you give that up?
It’s not like the food would be 

any better in the White House, 
or the beds any softer. You’ve al-
ready got a $100 million Boeing 
757 which you can zoom around 
in any time you like.

More to the point is what you 
don’t have: an endless succession 
of people bugging you all day 
long about this petty detail and 
that petty detail … hundreds of 
little bosses piling up work in 
front of you.

Who needs that?
Earlier this week MSNBC’s 

Rachel Maddow did a nice job of 
explicating a theory that’s been 
kicking around for a little while: 
Donald Trump may currently be 
angling for a face-saving way to 
end his run for President.

Th at theory makes more sense 
than anything else has since 
Trump entered the race.

An Historical Reminder
Ur-Republican Abraham Lin-

coln wrote a letter to his friend 
Joshua Speed in 1855. Its penul-
timate paragraph follows. 

“As a nation, we began by declar-
ing that ‘all men are created equal.’ 
We now practically read it ‘all men 
are created equal, except negroes.’ 
When the Know-Nothings get con-
trol, it will read ‘all men are created 
equal, except negroes, and foreign-
ers, and Catholics.’ When it comes 
to this I should prefer emigrating 
to some country where they make 
no pretence of loving liberty — to 
Russia, for instance, where despo-
tism can be taken pure, and with-
out the base alloy of hypocracy [sic].”

Just Vote for Jesus
Here’s a bit of advice for in-

decisive Christian Republicans 
from comedian John Fugelsang.

Th is year’s City of Portsmouth Illuminated Holiday Parade and Food 
Drive,™ on Saturday, December 5th, was somewhat out of the ordinary. 
Th e temperature was almost balmy rather than numbingly cold. As if to 
restore traditional balance, Krampus was on hand. A movie based on this 
ancient folkloric fi gure has just been released. Th e record will show, though, 
that he’s been visiting Portsmouth for  years.

“Cut out the middleman, Amer-
ica, and just vote for Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth. Who wouldn’t want to 
vote for a peaceful, radical, non-vi-
olent revolutionary who hung 
around with lepers, hookers, and 
criminals; a man who never spoke 
English, was not an American cit-
izen, was anti-wealth, complete-
ly anti-death penalty, anti public 
prayer — yes, he was, [bleep], Mat-
thew 6:5 — anti-public prayer, but 
never once anti-gay, never once 
mentioned abortion, never once 
technically mentioned pre-marital 
sex, never called the poor lazy, never 
fought for tax cuts for the wealthiest 
Nazarenes, never asked a leper for a 
[bleeping] co-pay, and was a long-
haired, brown-skinned, homeless, 
unarmed, anti-slut-shaming, com-
munity-organizing, Palestinian 
Jew.”

Dick “Dick” Cheney Stoned
On Th ursday, December 3rd, 

a marble bust of Richard Bruce 

“Permanent Dick” Cheney was 
unveiled in the Senate wing of 
the U.S. Capitol. A remarkable 
piece of artistry, the bust was 
nearly indistinguishable from its 
subject. Cheney, never a Senator, 
was accorded this honor due to 
his tenure as President of the 
Senate, a position he held ex of-
fi cio during his Vice Presidency.

It is customary for the subjects 
to choose their sculptors. Cheney 
chose William Behrends, of 
North Carolina, who has expe-
rience sculpting criminals. He 
created the bust of Spiro Ag-
new, who resigned from the Vice 
Presidency to avoid prosecution 
for accepting cash bribes in re-
turn for offi  cial favors. Behrends 
was paid about $50,000 for his 
work; apparently, some people 
will do anything for money.

Representatives from Code 
Pink reported for duty, and lent 
at least a little dignity to the oc-

casion. Th ey stood in front of 
the Capitol building holding 
up signs saying, “Arrest Dick 
Cheney — War Criminal.”

2nd Amendment Days
Th ere have been two Second 

Amendment Days since our last 
paper was published: three dead 
and nine wounded at a Planned 
Parenthood clinic in Colorado 
Springs on November 27th; 14 
dead and 17 wounded in San 
Bernadino on December 2nd. 

On December 3rd, the Sen-
ate voted to continue allowing 
people who are prohibited from 
buying plane tickets because 
they’re suspected of being terror-
ists to buy guns.

Th e Senate also voted down 
a proposal — supported by 92 
percent of Americans and 74 
percent of NRA members — to 
expand background checks for 
gun purchasers.

Th e background check pro-
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Th e Flag Police are never slow to act, or over-react, when their exqui-
sitely-tuned sense of vexillological propriety is disturbed. Naturally, when 
Patrolman Th ird Class Wallstreet P. Snopes discovered on Saturday, De-
cember 5th, that the fl agpoles at the Memorial Park were entirely bereft 
of fl ags, he sprang into action — provided your defi nition of “action” can 
be stretched to include the mundane act of collecting photographic evidence. 
Th eorizing that his case merely involved the routine replacement of old 
fl ags in honor of Pearl Harbor Day, Snopes returned on Monday, Decem-
ber 7th. Aghast, he found the situation unchanged. A call to City Hall, 
which was transferred to the Public Works Department, quickly solved the 
mystery. All city fl ags are normally taken down for the winter, with the 
exception of the grand banner at City Hall and the six fl ags at Memori-
al Park. Apparently a city crew had misunderstood their instructions. On 
Tuesday the fl ags were fl ying again  and all was right with the world.

posal was opposed by the NRA, 
however, which expended $27 
million on behalf of the Senators 
voting against it.
GOP Chairman’s Eggnog Social 

A “Chairman’s Eggnog Social” 
was held by the Rockingham 
County Republican Commit-
tee at the Sheraton on De-
cember 2nd, according to the 
Award-Winning Local Daily.

Judging from the Party’s own 
promotional material and the 
AWLD’s reportage — we did 
not attend; perhaps our invita-
tion was inadvertently misplaced 
— it was a very traditional Re-
publican event. Th at is to say, 
there was a noticeable diff erence 
between what was advertised, 
and what was delivered.

Here is reporter Suzanne Lau-
rent’s lede: “While there was no 
eggnog actually being served….” 

Th e Committee’s own website 
also noted that while “Governor 
Jeb Bush, Candidate for Pres-
ident, is a sponsor,” it carefully 
added, “(but will not be present).”

To make up for the lack of egg-
nog and “Jeb!,” there was a Yan-
kee swap. Gifts included items 
displaying that familiar and dis-
tinctive brand of Republican hu-
mor that joins tastelessness with 
lack of wit, i.e., “a pair of Bar-
bie-like dolls labelled Nutcracker 
Hillary and Corkscrew Bill.”

Black Lives Matter Vigil 
A coalition of local organiza-

tions is organizing a Black Lives 
Matter Vigil to be held in Mar-
ket Square in Portsmouth on 
Tuesday, December 22nd, at 5:30 
p.m.

“Join us Tuesday December 22 
to stand for equality and justice 
for everyone. Th e recent release 

of two videos shows that our so-
ciety still needs work. Th e fi rst, in 
Chicago, of 17-year-old Laquan 
McDonald being shot 16 times 
last year, has triggered protests. 
Th e second shows a South Bos-
ton, Virginia man, Linwood R. 
Lambert Jr., being tasered in 
front of the Emergency Room 
doors of the local hospital. Lam-
bert was then taken away by po-
lice, returned to the hospital an 
hour later, and declared dead on 
arrival. Th ere have been numer-
ous other incidents which con-
tinue all too frequently.

“Th e message of the vigil is 
that we no longer accept the sys-
tematic abuse of people of color, 
and that militarized police forc-
es, racial profi ling, and patterns 
of excessive force by police are 
unacceptable, as is all institution-
alized inequality.

“We can no longer stand by 
when black lives are discounted. 
Th e ongoing deaths of young 
black men are a breaking point 
in humanity’s conscience and the 
inception of a new movement in 

America. Please join us, get in-
volved and show that humanity is 
better than this and that there will 
be change. https://www.facebook.
com/events/425787320947694/.

Th is event is being organized 
by Occupy N.H. Seacoast and 
co-sponsored by the Durham 
Waysmeet Center, New England 
Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends Racial, Social & Eco-
nomic Justice Committee. Occu-
py N.H. Seacoast is a local group 
working to promote social and 
economic equality worldwide. 
For more information contact: 
David Holt; Davholt@aol.com, 
phone: 603-781-8649 https://
www.facebook.com/OccupyN-
HSeacoast.

AGOD Comes to Town
With Christmas, Hannukah, 

Kwanzaa, and the Fiesta of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe looming, you 
never know what you’ll run into 
on the streets of old Portsmouth. 
Even so, our Wandering Photog-
rapher was more than a little sur-
prised on the evening of Friday, 
December 4th.

Drifting along Daniel Street, 
as is his wont, he vaguely not-
ed a shiny, new, somewhat 
pretentious-looking black Chev-
rolet with Massachusetts plates, 
parked in front of the Clip Joint. 

Th en he read the plate.

Nobody expects the Spanish 
Inquisition, let alone AGOD’s 
ride sitting by the curb.

A check of the regulations re-
veals that the Mass. Registry of 
Motor Vehicles [RMV] gener-
ally prohibits duplicative, dispar-
aging, off ensive, vulgar, obscene, 
or sexual words on vanity plates, 
but says nothing about claims of 
Godhood.

We probably shouldn’t have 
been surprised by that. If there 
had been a dispute between 
AGOD and the Mass. RMV, 
we’d have probably heard about 
it by now. 
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“ … Ted Cruz is a nightmare of a 
human being … If he agreed with 

me on every issue, I would hate him 
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Bernie Fights for Vets
To the Editor:
With the exception of Senator 

Lindsay Graham, who stands no 
chance at becoming President 
due to his own extreme hawk-
ishness, it doesn’t appear that the 
large crop of Republican candi-
dates for President have served a 
combined one minute in the U.S. 
Armed Services. Yet, this doesn’t 
deter them, at all, from being as 
bellicose as any group of Repub-
licans that I can recall.

Th e bombastic rhetoric of 
these presidential hopefuls not 
only makes a mockery of the 
use of military force but also 
demonstrates: that they have no 
understanding of the meaning 
and cost of war, and that they 
are strictly the mouthpieces for 
their ultra-wealthy campaign 
contributors, for whom peace is 
not profi table, which is one of 
the exact reasons why we need to 
overturn Citizens United.

Th e individuals who are ad-
vising and funding GOP estab-
lishment candidates such as Jeb 
Bush, Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz 
and John Kasich are the same 
people who pushed the Bush/
Cheney Administration to in-
vade Iraq against the will of the 
UN Security Council, including 
France, (whom we lambasted: 
lest we forget about “Freedom 
Fries”), which gave birth to the 
menace of ISIS.

Senator Bernie Sanders is the 
only candidate from either par-
ty that has exhibited an under-
standing that war is employed 

always as a last resort as he voted 
“yes” to hunting down the threat 
of al Qaeda and the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, but correctly voted 
“no” to the invasion of Iraq, an 
unmitigated disaster.

A worthy Command-
er-in-Chief also recognizes that 
the decisions he/she makes re-
garding war and peace directly 
impacts his/her most critical re-
source, the people ordered to do 
the fi ghting (i.e. veterans) and 
that those warriors must receive 
the best possible treatment fol-
lowing their service. Senator 
Sanders has been a true champi-
on for veterans since his time in 
the House of Representatives.

As the Chairman of the Sen-
ate Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, Bernie fought to pass the 
Comprehensive Veterans Health 
and Benefi ts and Military Re-
tirement Pay Restoration Act of 
2014, only to have it blocked by 
Senate Republicans, including 
some of the woefully unquali-
fi ed war/fear-mongers currently 
seeking the presidency.

Wayne H. Merritt
Dover, N.H.

≈≈≈
Remember Ayotte’s Vote

To the Editor:
Th e passage of time dulls 

memories. Th e impending third 
anniversary of the Newtown 
mass murder on December 14th 
reminds us of the 20 small chil-
dren and six adults who lost their 
lives that day at the hands of a 
deranged gunman.

A background checks bill re-
quiring that felons and serious-
ly mentally disturbed persons 
be prevented from buying guns 
was subsequently defeated in the 
U.S. Senate. Senator Kelly Ayo-
tte was one of those who voted 
against the bill. Public reaction 
to Ayotte’s vote was immediate 
and fi erce. 

Th e Valley News wrote 
(4/20/13), “Meanwhile, those 
who believed that the deaths 
of 20 elementary school chil-

dren and six adults in Newtown, 
Conn. would result in suffi  cient 
horror and revulsion to overcome 
Second Amendment absolutism 
are left to wonder: Just how many 
deaths will it take before elected 
offi  cials like Ayotte summon the 
courage to follow the wishes of 
their constituents rather than the 
dictates of the gun lobby.”

Th e Portsmouth Herald wrote 
(4/21/2013), “If we don’t like 
how she voted Wednesday, it’s 
up to all of us who care about 
this issue to show Ayotte she was 
mistaken by voting her out of of-
fi ce.”

Former editor of the Concord 
Monitor, Felice Belman, com-
mented (4/24/2013), “Since the 
vote, we have been deluged with 
letters, the vast majority critical 
of Ayotte’s decision. I’m not sur-
prised at the sentiment expressed 
by the readers — it mimics the 
polling on this issue in recent 
weeks, both nationally and in the 
state, which has found that about 
90 percent of Americans and 
New Hampshire residents are 
in favor of background checks 
… the sheer volume is making a 
point about the fury of local resi-
dents over the vote in a way news 
reporting hasn’t. Consider the 
writers’ language in describing 
Ayotte: ‘out of touch,’ ‘enabler’ of 
mass murderers, ‘spineless’ and 
‘disgusting.’”

How much has Kelly Ayotte 
changed on the issue of gun safe-
ty in the ensuing three years? She 
has changed not at all. On De-
cember 3rd, Ayotte voted against 
and helped defeat an amendment 
that would block known or sus-
pected terrorists from purchas-
ing guns and explosives. With 
her vote, Ayotte showed to me 
that she is more concerned about 
the gun lobby and her re-election 
than the lives and well being of 
her fellow Americans.

Vote Kelly Ayotte out of offi  ce 
in November, 2016. 

Gary Patton
Hampton, N.H.

You Call Th at an Advantage?
To the Editor:
Just like clockwork, whenever 

a new property assessment is un-
dertaken in any town or city in 
New Hampshire, a huge outcry is 
the result. Many residents com-
plain that their house assessment 
is unfair or that the taxes are too 
high. All of which, they claim, 
could force them to move out of 
their family homestead or to an-
other town (I assume somewhere 
in New Hampshire). I have lived 
in New Hampshire now for over 
30 years in two diff erent towns 
and the reaction is always the 
same. In fact, all of the reasons 
for residents objections are in 
fact true and valid. Th e property 
values are not fair, the taxes are 
too high, and no one really cares 
if you are forced to move out of 
your family’s homestead as a se-
nior on a fi xed income. Th at is 
just the New Hampshire Way 
(or Advantage). It is sad but it is 
the reality in our state. Our state 
is a great place for high earners 
to establish a residence since we 
have no income tax. It is not a 
coincidence that we are the 8th 
wealthiest state in the union. 
Unless we are willing to reduce 
the local services that we depend 
on, our towns and cities in New 
Hampshire have only two ways 
of generating the revenue they 
need to operate their municipali-
ties: the tax rate and the property 
assessment. Since it is the State 
of New Hampshire that fi nalizes 
our tax rate, and since the towns 
and cities do not have any sig-
nifi cant way to generate revenue 
on their own, they have to make 
sure that the property values to-
gether with the tax rate generate 
enough revenue. Th is is the way 
our unfair tax system in New 
Hampshire functions. If you 
don’t like it, you can only change 
the situation by convincing a ma-
jority of residents that we need a 

more fair tax system such as a 
broad-based income or sales tax. 
Th is would allow the State of 
New Hampshire to fund more 
town and city services, instead of 
forcing them to rely primarily on 
the property tax. Th is situation is 
not the fault of your town or city. 

Peter Somssich 
Portsmouth, N.H.

≈≈≈
Not Keen on Christie

To the Editor:
It is regrettable that the Union 

Leader has endorsed Christie. 
I registered as a Republican so 
that I might vote in the primary 
election in New Jersey. My hope 
is that my vote will help to ac-
complish two goals: 1) support 
an un-electable ticket, such as 
Cruz/Bachmann, Perry/Palin, or 
anybody/Trump, and, 2) to deny 
Christie the nomination in his 
home state. My political position 
and Christie’s are even farther 
apart than his back pockets.

Pete Posthumus
West Milford, N.J.
Pete:
Don’t worry about it. Th e Union 

Leader hasn’t endorsed a winner 
since Calvin Coolidge was reincar-
nated.

We should have thrown your let-
ter out because of the fat joke, but 
we’re just not that evolved.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Gun Fervor
To the Editor:
In the fi rst 336 days of this 

year there have been 356 mass 
shootings in America where 4 
or more people have been killed 
or wounded. Sadly the shootings 
in Colorado and San Bernardino 
were little more than an every-
day occurrence in this country. 
We cannot blame the killings 
on any religion. It is the reli-
gious fervor of the NRA’s Wayne 
LaPierre, Donald Trump, Sen-
ator Kelly Ayotte and the other 
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GOP members in Congress and 
state houses to fl ood this country 
with guns. Politicians who say 18 
months is not enough time to vet 
refugees from Syria also say one 
day is far too long to vet anyone 
who wants a gun or 2,000 rounds 
of ammunition.

Th ere are more guns than hu-
mans in this country. It has not 
made us safer. It just increases 
the odds of someone having a 
gun when they lose their tem-
per. Every nation has people who 
cannot control their temper, yet 
they do not suff er the mind-
less violence we do. Th ey have 
learned to be civilized societies. 
It is time we did as well.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth NH

≈≈≈
Democracy’s Deadly Sins

To the Editor:
Are you sick of the political 

survey calls, the e-mails seeking a 
campaign contribution, constant 
TV coverage of poll results, piti-
ful debates and candidate meet 
and greets? Th e election is still a 
year away and the TV spots and 
direct mail pieces have barely be-
gun. Will we remain sane under 
this onslaught of mind blowing 
bombast?

John Adams said, “Th ere never 
was a democracy yet that did not 
commit suicide.” Are we on this 
path? I hope not, but there are 
too many serious cracks forming 
in our foundation to ignore.

Th ere are at least seven deadly 
sins of our democracy within just 
the overall election process. Th ey 
are inextricably intertwined, en-
abling and/or reinforcing each 
other. How we elect our leaders 
would shock and dismay our 
founding fathers and causes oth-
er democracies around the world 
to roll their eyes.

Th ese process defects have 
negative consequences that 
weaken our democracy, turnoff  

the electorate and certainly do 
not generally lead to the election 
of our best and brightest. I’ll just 
state them here and explain the 
negative consequences in subse-
quent letters.

Our presidential campaigns 
are too long, measured in years 
not months. Th e cost of these 
campaigns is grossly excessive, 
forecast to be $5 billion this 
cycle. Th e funding of the cam-
paigns has become a battle of 
special interests and individu-
als of extreme wealth. Th e lack 
of uniform rules governing our 
election process causes for seri-
ous problems with voter registra-
tion and election day operations. 
Our redistricting process is heav-
ily manipulated and extremely 
partisan. Th e Electoral College 
no longer achieves its original in-
tent and just adds an extra layer 
of complexity to the presidential 
election. No term limits for elect-
ed federal offi  cials leads to them 
worrying more about re-election 
than solving the countries prob-
lems. 

You might think, what a mess! 
How did it get to this state of 
aff airs? But, this is not all new 
news. Remember that 70-odd 
years ago Churchill said, “De-
mocracy is the worst form of 
government except for all the 
others that have been tried.” A 
rather passive view I think. Did 
he mean we shouldn’t try to im-
prove? 

I don’t believe so. Our ap-
proach needs to be a compre-
hensive process improvement 
initiative which would gradually 
fi x the excesses, inequalities and 
gross ineffi  ciencies. I’ll outline 
some specifi c actions that are 
being taken now and how con-
cerned citizens can participate in 
subsequent letters.

In the meantime heed the 
wise words of Dr. Seuss, “Unless 
someone like you cares a whole 

awful lot, nothing is going to get 
better.”

Watch this space!
Dave Potter
North Hampton, N.H.

≈≈≈
New Hampshire Community 

Rights Amendment 
To the Editor:
Opposition to protecting the 

rights of people and nature typi-
cally comes from those who stand 
to benefi t from the way the cor-
porate structure is currently op-
erating. We need to stay focused 
on the fact the New Hampshire 
Community Rights Amendment 
expands fundamental rights and 
protections for individuals, com-
munities and their natural en-
vironments by recognizing that 
sustainable economic and envi-
ronmental development can be 
achieved only when the people 
aff ected by governing decisions 
are the ones who make them.

Communities from all across 
the Granite State are behind the 
New Hampshire Community 
Rights Amendment, not because 
of any one single corporate activ-
ity, but because Granite Staters 
are realizing we do not live in the 
democracy we thought we had. 
Under existing law, corporations 
can use State and Federal laws to 
override a community’s attempt 
to protect themselves from cor-
porate activities within their 
boundaries regardless of local op-
position, public or environmen-
tal harm. Private corporations 
regularly invoke these rights and 
privileges when their interests 
confl ict with the communities’ 
attempts to protect themselves 
from being used as for-profi t re-
source colonies against their will. 

Th e right of local, community 
self-government is fundamen-
tal to our American heritage; 
the denial of this right was a 
principal reason for the Amer-
ican Revolution. Th e basis for 
the New Hampshire Commu-
nity Rights Amendment can be 
found within the Declaration of 

Independence and the United 
States Constitution. Th is right 
is also embedded in the New 
Hampshire Constitution which 
includes the following excerpted 
words from Articles 1, 2, 8, and 
10 from Part First, the Bill of 
Rights — that all men have cer-
tain natural, essential and inher-
ent rights; that all government of 
right originates with the people 
and is founded in consent; and 
that all power resides originally 
in, and is derived from the people 
and all magistrates and offi  cers 
of government are accountable 
at all times to them; and when-
ever the ends of government are 
perverted, the people have a right 
and duty to reform the old, or es-
tablish a new government. 

Th e early revolutionary his-
tory of this country was one 
that called for a government 
that protected all people equal-
ly and to lay down a new vision 
of government which sought 
to permanently guarantee that 
no other authority — including 
their own governments — could 
ever act in the same way again. 
Th e Community Rights people’s 
movement that is swelling across 
the nation is once again calling 
for a government that protects 
all humans equally; not favoring 
corporate or political interests 
over the interests of those that 
government is created to serve.

Th e New Hampshire Commu-
nity Rights Amendment, spon-
sored by Representative Susan 
Emerson, has received bi-par-
tisan support from cosponsors: 
Reps. Suzanne Smith, Mary 
Cooney, Stephen Darrow, Wayne 
Burton and Senator Jeanie For-
rester. Representative Emerson 
said, “Th e amendment is needed 
because when it comes to pro-
tecting the inalienable rights of 
citizens in our local communi-
ties, neither they nor their local 
governments should be told they 
cannot enact local laws to do just 
that. Too often the interests of 
big corporations are considered 

and the rights of our constituents 
are ignored. Th is amendment 
will put self-government at the 
local level back into the hands of 
the people.”

To learn more about the New 
Hampshire Community Rights 
Amendment and participate in 
petitioning a Resolution Sup-
porting the New Hampshire 
Community Rights Amendment 
for your town meeting, visit 
www.nhcommunityrights.org, or 
email info@nhcommunityrights.
org. We the People, We Decide!

Michele Sanborn
Alexandria, N.H.
Michele:
Right on, Sister!
Th e Editor

≈≈≈
It’s Tarantino’s Fault

To the Editor:
Most of the violence in Europe 

has been created by fanatic ter-
rorists that have radical religion 
beliefs, yet a large percentage of 
violence in America has been 
the result of pure greed. People 
of all ages in this country have 
been watching more than ever to 
see violent movies, TV series and 
electronic games that include 
more dangerous guns. Common 
sense tells us that continuously 
watching this type of violence 
can eventually produce tempta-
tions of mass shootings in real 
situations. Many of them are so 
mentally saturated with violence 
that they cannot see the diff er-
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Th e Northcountry Chronicle

Voyage to Nagasaki

More Mash Notes, Hate Mail, and Other Correspondence, from Page Five

 by William Marvel

Richard Nunez called me for 
the fi rst time in 1998. I had 

just taken over the house from 
my father, who had recently 
passed beyond the sound of any 
telephone, and I found my caller 
unusually aff ected by the news. 
Mr. Nunez, a retired school su-
perintendent from Lafayette, 
La., had been a teenaged sailor 
in my father’s division aboard 
an attack cargo ship in the fi nal 
year of World War II, and he 
had kept in touch for more than 
half a century; I remembered his 
name from Christmas cards that 
came when I was a child.

“He was a leader of men,” Mr. 
Nunez remarked, in that Cajun 
drawl peculiar to south Louisi-
ana, “and he was like a father to 
me.” He described my father as 
a demanding taskmaster capable 
of scathing rebukes for the neg-
ligent, but a kind and generous 
friend in times of trouble. As a 
frequently errant son I was more 
familiar with the former quality, 
although I also knew the latter 
one.

I had begun to suppose that 

Mr. Nunez had joined the great 
majority himself until he called 
again last week. He turned 90 in 
September, and he is among the 
last few — if not the very last — 
of those who turned out for the 
christening of the U.S.S. Ottawa
at Charleston, S.C., on February 
1, 1945. In the accompanying 
photo of that ceremony my fa-
ther stands at far left in the front 
row of offi  cers, and Fireman 
Nunez is somewhere among the 
White Hats.

It was perhaps the conscious-
ness of inevitable mortality that 
led Mr. Nunez to prolong last 
week’s conversation, and he 
ventured for the fi rst time into 
the story of their voyage. From 
Charleston they sailed through 
the Panama Canal and spent the 
next few months tacking back 
and forth across the Pacifi c, de-
livering troops, tanks, and trucks 
ever closer to Japan itself. In June 
they joined a convoy bound for 
Okinawa, and after delivering 
cargo there they turned back to 
pick up part of the 2nd Marine 
Division. By early August their 
task force was moving in for an 
invasion of the Japanese main-

land, but they put into Guam at 
news of the surrender. Th ey fi nal-
ly disembarked the Marines at 
Nagasaki, to serve as occupation 
troops rather than as a landing 
force.

Somewhere during that cruise 
— probably back in June, as 
they approached Okinawa — a 
kamikaze squadron found their 
convoy. Th e Ottawa had so 
much freeboard that it made an 
inviting target. Young Fireman 
Nunez was scrambling up the 
ladder to his battle station, near 
the bridge, when one plane came 
so close that he could see the pi-
lot, who seemed to be a mere boy. 
He remembers raising his hand, 
in something of a wave, as the 
plane passed just over their load-
ing boom toward the next ship; 
he thinks the pilot smiled. Sev-
en decades may have given those 
memories a romantic cast, but in 
the event it seems to have been 
a very frantic half-hour, and they 
anticipated far worse when they 
attacked the mainland.

My father related innumera-
ble tales of his many years at sea, 
from riding out a typhoon on 
the U.S.S. Henderson with a loose 

ence between fantasy and reality. 
At the same time, the gradual 
deterioration of the American 
family values and morals have 
been a major part to the violent 
entertainment industry. Movie 
producers and directors in Hol-
lywood (for example, Quentin 
Tarantino) are out to make as 
much money as possible, regard-
less of the serious consequences. 
It appears that the political and 
wealthy celebrity friends are not 
willing to blow a whistle on a 
dangerous movie, TV series or 

game that can be detrimental 
to the minds of the American 
people. As result, more violence 
will continue in the near future. 
Meanwhile, shallow-minded 
Democrats have been trying to 
make us to believe that things 
will be much better for this 
country by simply adding more 
gun laws, and nothing else. 

Ken Senkow
San Antonio, Texas
Ken:
We suspect that existential de-

spair caused by the prospect of a life 

without hope or meaning probably 
causes more violence that watching 
colored lights move on a screen.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

He Wasn’t Kidding
To the Editor:
No, I’m not kidding.
If anyone still pays any at-

tention to the debates they are 
either ill informed or just plain 
crazy. America is no longer a de-
mocracy; it is an oligarchy. Th e 
politicians who ask for our vote 
want to be the ones chosen as the 

hired help for the wealthy, and to 
be crowned the Israeli Viceroy. 
Th ey are no diff erent from the 
nannies, the cooks, the butlers, 
the chauff eurs, and the other ser-
vants, except of course that these 
people actually do the  jobs they 
are hired to do — although, at a 
much lower salary.

So as America copies Greece 
and Europe in transferring bil-
lions to the wealthy and im-
posing austerity on the other 
ninety-nine percent, what is 
the future? Th e future is more 

austerity with cuts in Medicare 
and what remains of the the 
social safety net. Th e Republi-
cans have no problem with this, 
and Hillary is comfortable with 
Wall Street, while Bernie Sand-
ers does speak for the Middle 
Class on domestic policy. Yet 
Donald Trump seems to get to 
the solution — bring manufac-
turing jobs back to the United 
States. Only he seems to under-
stand that the enormous trade 
defi cits the United States has is 
due to the fact that the Ameri-

tool chest careening around the 
engine room to staying up all 
night off  Hollandia, New Guin-
ea, repairing a ship’s generator 
by fl ashlight. He described an 
incidental encounter with Lieu-
tenant Hyman Rickover in Chi-
na that did not endear him to 
the future admiral. He spoke of 
hunting pigs on Luzon before 
the war, and of inspecting the 
devastation at Nagasaki only 
weeks after the bomb fell.  His 
main references to WW II in-
volved the former shipmates 
who died on Battleship Row at 
Pearl Harbor; except for his brief 
amble ashore at Nagasaki, he 
never mentioned anything about 
his time on the Ottawa. I had to 
piece it together this week from 
family photos and his personnel 
fi le.

I wonder if that cruise was 
among the things he was think-
ing of, a few weeks before he 
died, when he lamented that 
there was a lot he had wanted to 
tell me. I invited him to start tell-
ing me right then, but with his 
habitual “harumph” he said there 
was no time. Knowing him, he 
probably only wanted to remind 
me again to sweep out the stove-
pipe and the furnace baffl  e every 
time I cleaned the chimney, or 
to check the level of the spring 
regularly, so the feed line didn’t 
lose suction. His was a genera-
tion that kept the machine run-
ning equally well in tedium or 
catastrophe, expecting no special 
notice and no reward beyond the 
satisfaction of a job well done. In 
a few short years, the last of his 
like will be gone.

Christening of the U.S.S. Ottawa, Reuben J. Marvel Sr., front row, far left.
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Can Craft Beer Drinkers Defeat Th e Beer Monopolists?

by Jim Hightower

Everybody in BeerWorld, lis-
ten up: Th is Bud’s for you!

Or so we’re told by the excit-
able executives of Anheuser-Bus-
ch InBev. It’s the conglomerate 
maker of Budweiser and dozens 
of other brands, and it’s thrilled 
to be buying out SABMill-
er’s beer brands to create “the 
fi rst truly global beer company.” 
Hmmm, I fi nd that more chilling 

than thrilling — and sort of a sil-
ly thing to be publicizing.

After all, even the suits at 
headquarters admit that the 
merger of the world’s two largest 
brewers is being driven by their 
own poor sales, which have gone 
fl at as us quaff ers switch to small, 
local, and better craft beers. Th e 
macro brands “are now in de-
cline” reports a trade publication, 
because customers — especially 
young ones — seek more choic-

es, richer fl avors, and the cachet 
of trying unique brews created 
by independent artisans. So beer 
drinkers are saying “local,” but 
Big Beer is going “global.” Ge-
nius. 

Th is consolidation has nothing 
to do with satisfying customers, 
however, and everything to do 
with amassing corporate power 
to browbeat distributors and re-
tailers. With 70 percent of U.S. 
sales under one roof, the An-

heuser empire would have the 
monopoly clout to force bars, 
convenience stores, &c. to deny 
shelf space to the little guys. If 
you’re not on the shelf, you’re in 
the ditch, empowering the bully 
to give beer drinkers a choice be-
tween Bud ... and Budweiser. 

But even if our wimpy an-
ti-trust regulators let this deal go 
down, I don’t think it’ll work out 
that way. In my travels — even 
to small cities like Ithaca, Des 

Moines, and San Mateo — there 
is a rebellious, savvy, and tena-
cious Good Beer community 
that will stay loyal to the diver-
sity of local brews — and defeat 
the best laid plans of the monop-
olists. To join the rebellion, go to 
www.BrewersAssociation.org.

≈≈≈
Copyright 2015 by Jim High-

tower & Associates. Contact Laura 
Ehrlich (laura@jimhightower.com) 
for more information.

can consumers are purchasing 
products manufactured overseas 
while they should be consuming 
products manufactured in Amer-
ica, which of course they cannot 
do because those jobs have been 
sent elsewhere.

And with reference to the 
Middle East, it is a choice be-
tween the foreign policy fanatic 
fantasies of Sheldon Adelson 
supporting Republicans — ex-
cept for Donald Trump who is 
not vying to win the Bombing 
for Dollars promises Adelson is 
seeking, while on the Democrat-
ic side we have the same promis-
es given to Haim Saban, another 
Israel-fi rst Zionist billionaire. It 
is indeed refreshing to see Trump 
accepting the boos of Israel-fi rst 
Jewish donors as he refused to 
endorse Jerusalem as Israel’s cap-
ital and questioned Israel’s desire 
for peace with the Palestinians, 
while saying “ I know why you’re 
not going to support me, because 
I don’t want your money.” 

And even when Trump is 
wrong he does a service, as when 
he referred to Syrians celebrating 
in Liberty Park New Jersey when 
the Trade Towers were burning. 
It was not Syrians, but Israelis 
and their Jersey City spy network 
— the leader of which fl ed to Is-
rael — that were cheering. Th is 
error at least brought back into 

focus the lack of investigation as 
to why these Israelis were setting 
up cameras before the planes 
crashed into the Trade Center. 
I doubt it was just an unusual 
clairvoyance on the part of inno-
cent tourists.

Oh, and as for Sanders, yes he 
was against the invasion of Iraq, 
but he supports the Saudi Arabi-
an invasion of Yemen, the coup 
government of Ukraine, the 2014 
war in Gaza, and has a belliger-
ent position on Russia.

I do not agree with some of 
Trump’s immigration policies, 
but he is correct to reinforce the 
idea that the United States is 
more than an idea; it is a geo-
graphically defi ned nation that 
has the right to control its bor-
ders.

So on foreign policy, jobs, and 
less so on immigration, “Th e 
Donald’s” America-fi rst stances 
trumps them all. 

Yes, he is brash, opinionated, 
sometimes wrong, but he is real. 
He is not the run-of-the-mill 
politician with no core beliefs 
who transforms himself based on 
the results of well targeted opin-
ion polls and the wishes of those 
who are paying his bills.

Th e fact that he is not a pro-
fessional politician might be his 
best recommendation; unless, 
of course your are happy with 

the policies of Israeli, AIPAC, 
Christian Zionist, and neo-con-
servative goals of perpetual war, 
combined with austerity for the 
middle class and the poor, while 
billions are transferred to the 
banksters and fi nanciers who 
gamble in the Wall Street casi-
nos, setting America up for an-
other economic crash.

John Dente
Wilmington, Del.
John:
We really were unsure, after your 

last letter, if you were serious about 
Trump. Th anks for clarifying that 
issue. Now we’re even more trou-
bled. If you can see through the 
debates and our malfunctioning 
democracy, how can you not see 
through Trump?

No candidate performs more 
poorly when fact-checked — he is a 
veritable factoid factory, an over-
fl owing font of truthiness.

We share your distaste for poli-
ticians who blindly support Right 
Wing Israeli eff orts to oppress Pal-
estinians — but that’s where we 
draw a line. Careless talk about the 
President being an Israeli Viceroy 
smacks of something quite sinister.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Clinton’s Clear Vision
To the Editor:
I support Hillary Clinton for 

President because of her strong 

and deep commitment to fi ght 
for our country at all levels and 
in all areas. Th at commitment is 
proven by her history. Since she 
was a young lawyer, she has been 
fi ghting for social justice for chil-
dren and women. She has prov-
en, beyond any doubt, that she 
will fi ght for a stronger America 
and world.

During the last Democratic 
debate, she gave a clear vision for 
the country and articulated the 
ways she has been fi ghting for 
us for decades. Her speech at the 
Council of Foreign Relations in 
November, showed she is ready 
to confront an unstable world. 
She outlined a comprehensive 
strategy to defeat ISIS and com-
bat radical jihadism, laying out 
her vision for the role Amer-
ican leadership must play in 
supporting our allies, protecting 
our homeland, and forging a saf-
er world. It refl ected her strong 
knowledge and preparation, but 
also her compassion for victims 
of the violent group. 

Sonia German
Franconia, N.H.

≈≈≈
Re: “Th row Away Th at Vote!” 
To the Editor:
I respectfully disagree with 

the Editor that a vote for me as 
a write-in candidate for pres-
ident  of the United States is a 

protest vote against Sen. Bernie 
Sanders. I also respectfully dis-
agree that a vote for me  would 
amount to throw-away vote 
and would amount to a vote for 
Donald Trump. Please allow me 
to explain.

War is undeniably evil, yet 
Sanders supports war, including 
the ongoing U.S. airstrikes in 
Iraq and Syria. He may not be 
as hawkish as other Presidential 
candidates, but both his votes as 
a U.S. Senator and his campaign 
rhetoric have clearly and repeat-
edly  demonstrated that he’s not 
above bombing, killing, and ter-
rorizing the enemies of the U.S. 
government.

My premise as an outsider is 
that each vote counts, no matter 
the outcome of the election. If 
I vote for the lesser of two evils 
in order to prevent the great-
er of two evils from winning an 
election, then I have lost. Th at’s 
because I would  have cooperat-
ed with evil by voting for evil. 
A write-in vote for me as presi-
dent is a vote of non-cooperation 
with evil.

Alex J. Boros
Rochester, N.H.
Alex:
In an abstract sense, you are 

right. We do not, however, live in 
an abstract world.

Th e Editor
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, December 15Monday, December 14Sunday, December 13 Wednesday, December 16 Thursday, December 17 Friday, December 18 Saturday, December 19

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork

Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh

Portsmouth, arguably the fi rst 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-fl owing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
Th e Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. Th e 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fi ll 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. Th is 
creates a roving hydraulic confl ict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. Th e skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
Th is can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. Th is is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
Th e river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
Th ey leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH

3 Hale Street   �   (603) 742-1737 

“Salt is what 

makes things taste bad 

when it isn’t in them.” 

- unknown

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 

www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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2003—U.S. troops drag S. Hussein 

out of a hole in the ground; fi nal 

victory in Iraq must be imminent. 

U.S. death toll so far: 547.

2000—Al Gore decides he’d rather 

be righteous than be president.

1988—In Texas, Ray Landry’s 

death is delayed 14 minutes when 

a tube falls from his arm and lethal 

chemicals spray across the room.

1978—Th e Susan B. Anthony dol-

lar is released to an anxiously await-

ing public.

1974—Defecting oceanographer 

Slava Kurilov leaps from a Soviet 

cruise ship, swims for three days, 

and reaches the Philippines safely.

1951—Harry S Truman lets J. Ed-

gar “Mary” Hoover scare him into 

agreeing to purge “disloyal” govern-

ment workers.

1949—An American League pro-

posal to legalize the spitball fails.

 1937—Nanjing Massacre begins.

1932—In the visitors gallery of 

the U.S. House, deranged sporting 

goods store clerk Martin Kemmer-

er brandishes a .38 revolver and 

demands twenty minutes to speak. 

Rep. Melvin Maas (R-Minn.) talks 

him into dropping the gun.

1864—Paraguay declares war on 

Brazil; by war’s end half its popu-

lation is dead.

1774—Paul Revere rides to Ports-

mouth with news that the export of 

powder and arms to America have 

been prohibited.

2012—N.H.-born Adam Lanza 

shoots his gun-enthusiast mother, 

six other adults, and 20 kids at a 

Newtown, Conn. school.

2008—“Th is is a farewell kiss from 

the Iraqi people, you dog,” yells 

Muntadhar al-Zaidi, as he fl ings 

his shoe at George W.[MD] Bush.

2005—George W.[MD] Bush 

blames his Iraq War on “faulty in-

telligence.”

1987—Chrysler admits it sold 

thousands of used cars as new ones.

1986—Dick Rutan and Jeana 

Yeager begin a nine-day, non-stop, 

around- the-world fl ight.

1973—Richard Nixon person-

ally thanks the U.S head of Rev. 

Sun Myung Moons’s Unifi cation 

Church for his support.

1972—Th e last men leave the moon.

1972—Richard Nixon authorizes 

air delivery of explosive Christmas 

presents to Hanoi.

1970—Shipyard workers strike 

against the Commie government in 

Gdansk, Poland.

1911—Roald Amundson beats 

Robert Scott to the South Pole.

1907—Th e seven-masted schooner 

Th omas W. Lawson runs aground off  

Cornwall, resulting in the world’s 

fi rst major oil spill.

1906—Th e U1, Germany’s fi rst 

submarine, goes into service.

1774—Local militiamen seize 

powder and arms from Fort Wil-

liam and Mary, near Portsmouth.

2000—Sen. Phil Gramm gives En-

ron what it wants: energy futures 

deregulation hidden in a 11,000 

page appropriations bill. One year 

later Enron is bankrupt.

1997—Paula Jones’ lawyers maneu-

ver Bill Clinton into signing a legal 

document claiming he’d not had sex 

with government workers.

1989—Sicilian-born sculptor Ar-

turo Di Modica installs a 16-foot 

long, 3.5 ton bronze bull in the 

middle of Broad Street in New 

York, in front of the Stock Ex-

change — without a permit.

1986—Bill Casey, CIA director, 

suff ers a well-timed seizure, pre-

venting him from testifying about 

Iran/Contra.

1983—Ed Meese denies Ebenezer 

Scrooge exploited Bob Cratchit.

1969—Th e Mormon Church re-

affi  rms its “no black priests” policy.

1968—Richard Nixon announces 

a third round of troop withdrawals 

from Vietnam.

1967—A 2.5 mm-deep defect col-

lapses the 39 year-old Silver Bridge 

over the Ohio River, killing 46. 

1966—Walt Disney dies in Los 

Angeles. Contrary to rumor, his re-

mains are burned, not frozen.

1965—U.S. drops 12 tons of bombs 

on Haiphong.

1960—Palm Beach police arrest 

N.H.  resident Richard Pavlick be-

fore he can kill John F. Kennedy 

with his dynamite-laden Buick.

2013—Scott Brown’s law partner 

announces that the former Sena-

tor has packed his carpetbag and is 

moving to New Hampshire.

2005—Th e New York Times reports 

that the NSA has been tapping U.S. 

telephones without a warrant.

2001—U.S. troops at Tora Bora ask 

for  help catching Osama bin Lad-

en. Donald Rumsfeld denies their 

request; Osama walks.

1988—Bush #41 nominates Sen. 

John Tower, a notoriously boozy 

womanizer, to run the Department 

of  Defense.

1988—Lyndon LaRouche, pe-

rennial Presidential candidate and 

arguably the most notable person 

ever born in Rochester, N.H., is 

convicted of tax and mail fraud.

1965—Gen. Westmoreland, al-

ready commanding 200,000 men in 

Vietnam, asks for another 243,000.

1960—Two airliners collide over 

NYC killing a total of 134.

1944—Hitler overrules his generals 

and mounts a massive attack in the 

Ardennes Forest.

1835—A two-day fi re destroys 674 

buildings in New York, bankrupt-

ing insurance companies and kick-

ing off  the Depression of 1837.

1811—New Madrid, Mo.,  is hit by 

the fi rst in a series of four massive 

earthquakes over a six week period.

1773—“Sons of Liberty” disguised 

as Mohawks dump 342 chests of 

tea into Boston Harbor.

2010—Street vendor Mohamed 

Bouazizi sets himself afi re, thereby 

igniting the Tunisian Revolution 

and the subsequent  Arab Spring.

2006—Bill Kristol, on “Fox News 

Sunday,” says “Barack Obama is not 

going to beat Hillary Clinton in a 

single Democratic primary. I’ll pre-

dict that right now.”

1998—Pres. Clinton takes time out 

from being impeached to use half the 

Pentagon’s cruise missiles in Iraq.

1996—Peruvian guerrillas crash a 

party at the Japanese embassy in 

Lima, take hostages, and stay for 

four months.

1967—Australian Prime Minister 

Harold Holt goes for a swim in 

heavy surf and disappears.

1960—An Air Force C-131 crashes 

into a steeple in Munich, then falls 

onto a trolley car killing all 20 on 

the plane, 18 in the trolley, and 11 

more on the street.

1944—Adm. “Bull” Halsey sails 

the 3rd Fleet into a typhoon. Th ree 

destroyers sink; nine other ships are 

damaged, 100 aircraft are lost, and 

790 sailors die, mostly by drowning.

1927—Hit off  Provincetown by the 

Coast Guard destroyer Paulding, 

the U.S. sub S-4 sinks. Six of the 

40 aboard survive the initial sinking 

but can’t be rescued in time.

1862—Gen. Grant issues an Gen-

eral Order No. 11, barring “Jews 

and other unprincipled traders” 

from his district.

2005—“Not only can we win the 

war in Iraq—we are winning the 

war in Iraq,” says George W.[MD] 

Bush, 962 days after “Mission ac-

complished.”

2004—“America’s Most Wanted’s” 

John Walsh says he most wants 

Jahbir and Alfonso Fowle caught.

2000—“If this were a dictatorship,” 

says George W.[MD] Bush on 

CNN, “it’d be a heck of a lot easier, 

just so long as I’m the dictator.”

1996—Kenyan students protest the 

killing of a student the previous day. 

Police kill two more students.

1996—G-Man Earl Pitts is arrest-

ed for moonlighting for the KGB.

1972—R. Nixon starts a campaign 

of B-52 strikes against North Viet-

nam. Th ree Stratofortresses are shot 

down the fi rst night. 

1957—Th e fi rst watts of nucle-

ar-generated electricity begin light-

ing up used car lots and neon signs.

1946—Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker 

fl ies over Broadway scattering Da-

mon Runyon’s ashes.

1941—Outnumbered 10 to 1, U.S. 

forces lose Guam to the Japanese.

1917—Congress submits the 18th 

Amendment to the states for their 

approval. After it passes, Prohibi-

tion begins.

1867—Diff ering track widths  cause 

a train to derail in Angola, N.Y. 

One wooden car drops 40 feet and 

catches fi re; 49 passengers burn to 

death.

2013—“My returning to New 

Hampshire is strictly personal,” 

Scott Brown says  disingenuously.

2007—Fire breaks out near “Dick” 

Cheney’s offi  ce. Likely cause: spon-

taneous inhuman combustion.

1998—As Bill Clinton is being 

impeached for some hanky-panky, 

Speaker-elect Bob Livingston re-

signs to cover up a bit of his own.

1984—Due to a work speedup, 27 

miners are killed in Utah.

1974—Norris Cotton slides a res-

olution through the Senate giv-

ing the senior Senator from New 

Hampshire the right to comman-

deer the “Daniel Webster” desk.

1973—During his Tonight Show 

monologue, Johnny Carson jokes 

about a non-existent toilet paper 

shortage. Th e next day there is one, 

and it lasts three weeks.

1946—Th e Viet Minh take on the 

French in Indo-China.

1941—Disgruntled former corpo-

ral A. Hitler becomes Commander 

in Chief of German Army.

1910—Spurred on by the Balti-

more Sun, that city passes a law le-

gally mandating racial segregation 

of residential areas.

1907—A coal mine explosion kills 

239 in Jacobs Creek, Pa .

1777—Washington’s army arrives 

at Valley Forge, Pa.

1776—Th omas Paine’s American 

Crisis is published; “Th ese are the 

times that try men’s souls . . . ”

2002—Th e ten largest U.S. broker-

age houses cough up $1.44 billion 

in fi nes rather than risk a trial over 

charges that  they fl eeced their cus-

tomers.

2002—Sen. Majority Leader Trent 

Lott (R-Miss.) steps down after 

lamenting Strom Th urmond’s fail-

ure to win the Presidency on a racist 

platform in 1948.

1989—Th e U.S. invades Panama to 

arrest CIA agent Manuel Noriega.

1983—Once and future Defense 

Secretary Don Rumsfeld visits 

Baghdad to shake mass murderer 

Saddam Hussein’s hand and convey 

Ronald Reagan’s best wishes.

1979—Th e Washington Post pub-

lishes a correction: National Secu-

rity Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski 

did not unzip his fl y during an in-

terview with a female Post reporter.

1978—Former Nixon Chief of 

Staff  H.R. “Bob” Haldeman is re-

leased from prison after 18 months.

1972—Six B-52s are shot down 

over North Vietnam.

1786—Hannah Ocuish, a devel-

opmentally-disabled 12-year-old 

Pequot Indian girl, thanks her exe-

cutioner for his kindness just before 

becoming the youngest person ever 

hanged in U.S.

1669—In the fi rst jury trial in Del-

aware, Marcus “Th e Long Finn” Ja-

cobson is sentenced to be fl ogged, 

branded on the face, and enslaved 

for insurrection.

2008—Todd Carmichael reaches 

the South Pole after traveling 692 

miles on skis and on foot, solo.

2006—In Turkmenistan, the ad-

ministration of President for Life 

Saparmurat Niyazov comes to an 

end. His legacy consists primarily 

of golden statues of himself.

2004—In Fort Valley, Ga., Lar-

ry Taylor refuses to give his cell 

phone to a would-be thief, who 

then shoots him in the head. Tay-

lor walks two miles to his mother’s 

home, only to fi nd she has moved 

to a nursing home. Despite this set-

back, he survives.

2001—“All in all,” says George 

W.[MD] Bush three months after 

9/11, “it’s been a fabulous year for 

Laura and me.”

1996—After two years of denial, 

Rep. Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) ad-

mits to ethics violations.

 1989—Vice President J. Danforth 

Quayle sends 30,000 Xmas cards in 

which “beacon” is spelled “beakon.”

1988—PanAm Flight 103 explodes 

over Lockerbie; 270 perish.

1970—At the White House, Elvis 

gives Tricky Dick a chrome-plated 

Colt .45; Dick gives Elvis a Narcot-

ics Bureau badge.

1968—Th e Apollo 8 astronauts 

become the fi rst humans to leave 

Earth’s gravitational fi eld.

1962—Th e U.S. exchanges $53 

million in medical supplies for 

1,113 Bay of Pigs prisoners.

2001—Richard Reid’s shoe-bomb 

fails to down American Airlines 

Flight 63. Regardless, all footwear 

must be X-rayed pre-fl ight.

1984—Asked for money on a New 

York subway, Bernhard Goetz re-

sponds with lead instead. Th en he 

fl ees to New Hampshire.

1981—Ronald Reagan authorizes 

the distribution of 30 million lbs. of 

moldy cheese to the poor.

1974—Congress passes an act to 

relocate Big Mountain Indians — 

away from coal deposits.

1965—Henry House is the fi rst 

U.S. soldier court martialed for pro-

testing the Vietnam War.

1944—To a German demand for 

surrender, surrounded General An-

thony McAuliff e replies, “Nuts.”

1937—Hotel clerk and author 

Nathanael West and his wife Ei-

leen McKenney die in a car wreck 

during their honeymoon.

1891—Edward L. Bernays, the fa-

ther of PR, is born in Austria.

1882—Th omas Edison makes the 

fi rst string of electric Xmas lights.

1849—Nearly naked and tied to a 

pole, Fyodor Dostoevsky fi nds his 

death sentence commuted to four 

years in Siberia moments before the 

executioners’ guns were to fi re.

1813—Eighteen acres in down-

town Portsmouth, N.H.  burn, from 

Daniel Street to Court Street, and 

Fleet Street to the river; 272 build-

ings are destroyed. 

2004—NASA reports that the as-

teroid Apophis has a 1.6 percent 

chance of hitting Earth in 2029.

1997—Woody Allen, 61, marries 

his ex-wife’s adopted daughter, 

Soon-Yi Previn, 27.

1994—Crooked FBI agent John 

Connolly warns Whitey Bulger 

that arrests are pending for him 

and his Winter Hill Gang. Whitey 

takes a powder.

1986—Th e airplane Voyager lands 

in California, having circumnavi-

gated the world nonstop.

1982—Th e EPA empties Times 

Beach, Mo., due to dioxin contam-

ination.

1981—Th e Foye Building, adjacent 

to the Portsmouth Athenæum, par-

tially collapses.

1972—Survivors of an Andean 

plane crash are rescued; their diet 

improves markedly.

1955—James Kutcher, who lost 

both legs in WW II, loses his dis-

ability payments because he’s in the 

Socialist Workers Party.

1953—In Korea, 21 American 

POWs refuse to go home.

1948—Japan’s General Hideki Tojo 

is hanged as a war criminal.

1927—Two policemen are mortally 

wounded when a bank in Cisco, Tex-

as, is held up by a gang whose leader 

wears a Santa Claus suit. A standing 

$5,000  reward for shooting bank 

robbers inspires a gun battle: four 

more die and eight are wounded.

1992—George Herbert [Hoover] 

Walker Bush pardons “Cap” Wein-

berger, Bob McFarlane, and 4 other 

Iran-Contra creeps, coincidentally 

sparing his own sorry self.

1979—Th e Soviet Army enters Af-

ghanistan to prop up the Marxist 

government. Oops.

1972—Over Vietnam, B-52 tail-

gunner Albert E. Moore becomes 

the last man to down a MiG 21 

with machine guns.

1971—Her airliner having fallen 

apart after being hit by lighting two 

miles above the Amazon, Juliane 

Koepcke, 17, falls into the jungle 

and survives with minor injuries.

1970—Nine G.I.’s are KIA and 9 

WIA by “friendly fi re” in Vietnam.

1968—Th e crew of Apollo 8 photo-

graphs Earth rising behind moon.

1964—VC blow up the Brink Offi  -

cers Quarters in downtown Saigon, 

killing two and injuring 107.

1913—Th ugs hired by copper boss-

es yell “Fire” during a Christmas 

party in Calumet, Mich.’s Italian 

Hall. In the ensuing panic, 73 peo-

ple die, including 59 children.

1907—In Philadelphia, I.F. Stone, 

journalist, is born. 

1883—Major Henry Rathbone, 

increasingly deranged since being 

stabbed by John Wilkes Booth 

during the Lincoln assassination, 

murders his wife.

 1806—St. John’s Church and 13 other 

Portsmouth, N.H. buildings burn. 

1989—Romania celebrates Christ-

mas with the fi ring squad execu-

tion of former President Nicolae 

Ceauşescu and his wife Elena.

1978—At Plymouth, Mass., four 

Santa Clauses climb the fence at a 

nuke plant and get arrested.

1974—Marshall Fields, wearing 

Arab garb, crashes a Chevy Impa-

la through the White House fence 

and up to the North Portico. Four 

hours later he surrenders.

1956—Birmingham, Ala . anti-seg-

regationist Fred Shuttlesworth’s 

home is bombed.

1950—Students remove the Stone 

of Scone from Westminster Ab-

bey’s Coronation Th rone and bring 

it home to Scotland.

1946—A demonstration at the 

White House demands the release 

of WW II conscientious objectors.

1945—Four thousand GIs march 

in Manila, protesting their slow 

re-deployment back to the U.S.

1914—German and British troops 

leave trenches, sing Christmas car-

ols, shake hands, and share smokes.

1868—Despite much opposition, 

President Johnson grants uncondi-

tional pardons to all those involved 

in the “Southern Rebellion.”

1802—In Portsmouth, N.H., 132 

buildings are destroyed by fi re.

1776—2,400 men under George 

Washington surprise the British 

and Hessians at Trenton. Another 

3,000 get lost on the way.

 2004—A massive tsunami kills 

300,000 around the Indian Ocean.

1996—JonBenet Ramsey is found 

murdered and inexplicably gets 

more press than the other 1,499 

kids murdered this year.

1991—Th e Supreme Soviet meets 

and dissolves the USSR.

1971—Disgruntled Vietnam Vets 

occupy the Statue of Liberty.

1966—“American troops are the 

defense, protection and salvation 

not only of our country, but, I be-

lieve, of civilization itself,” says Car-

dinal Spellman.

1966—An apparently confused 

Time Magazine bestows upon “Th e 

Younger Generation” the title “Man 

of the Year.”

1919—Harry Frazee sells Babe 

Ruth to the New York Yankees.

1917—Pres. Woodrow Wilson 

orders U.S. railroads seized for the 

duration of the war.

1913—Disgruntled Civil War vet 

Ambrose Bierce writes his last 

published lines before disappearing 

behind Mexican lines.

1908—Jack Johnson beats Tommy 

Burns in 14, becoming the fi rst 

black heavyweight champ.

1862—In the largest hanging in 

U.S. history, 39 Santee Lakota 

Sioux meet their ends.

1787—An anti-Federalist mob 

armed with barrel staves attacks 

and nearly kills Constitution-fram-

er James Wilson.
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