
Th e Alleged News®

Miraculous Transformation in Nation’s Capitol

Th e Alleged News®
to page two

Th e Fortnightly Rant

Prelude to a farce (if we’re lucky)

The U.S. Congress has under-
gone a miraculous transfor-

mation. While the 114th Con-
gress, which had to contend with 
a Democratic president, seemed 
to have trouble getting up in the 
morning, never mind showing up 
at the offi  ce, the 115th couldn’t 
wait to start doing the people’s 
business — or, more accurately, 
perhaps, to start giving the people 
the business.

On Monday, before new mem-
bers were even sworn in, House 
Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Bob Goodlatte [R-Va.] proposed, 
and the House GOP Conference 
passed — by a secret vote — an 
amendment to the rules which 
would neuter the Offi  ce of Con-
gressional Ethics.

Th at Offi  ce was established in 

2008 by House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi [D-Calif.]. Her motive, as 
she memorably said, was to “drain 
the swamp” by bolstering the ex-
isting House Ethics Commit-
tee, which was widely seen to be 
weak and ineff ective. Given that 
the Committee was composed 
by law of fi ve Democrats and fi ve 
Republicans, it could be argued 
that its chronic state of paralyzed 
inaction was a design feature, not 
a defect.

It had failed for years, for ex-
ample, to rein in Rep. Randall 
“Duke” Cunningham [R-Calif.]. 
Th e Duke took so many bribes he 
kept a handy memo in his desk to 
remind him what prices he’d as-
signed to his integrity. He pleaded 
guilty to accepting $2.4 million 
in bribes, tax evasion, mail fraud 

and wire fraud, and served sev-
en years in a federal penitentiary. 
Released in 2013, he now lives 
in Arkansas, where he wishes he 
could go hunting. He requested a 
gun permit but was denied, under 
the provisions of a law for which 
he voted.

Goodlatte seems to think that 
with Cunningham gone — along 
with Rep. Mark Foley [R-Fla.; 
sexting underage Congressio-
nal pages], and Rep. Tom DeLay 
[R-Texas; money laundering], and 
Rep. Bob Ney [R-Ohio; accepting 
bribes] — the problem of corrup-
tion in Congress was solved. 

Accordingly, the OCE has a 
new name, the Offi  ce of Con-
gressional Complaint Review, and 
some new rules: it is now barred 
from accepting anonymous tips, 

employing a spokesperson, or no-
tifying law enforcement when a 
Member is suspected of violating 
the law. 

Unconfi rmed reports have sug-
gested that the Offi  ce has been 
assigned a new logo [below]:

Unilaterally stripped of its in-
dependence by Republicans, the 
newly-neutered Offi  ce will be 
supervised by the purposely-co-
matose House Ethics Committee. 

Less than four months ago, on 
September 9th, Chairman Good-
latte tweeted, “Midnight #regula-
tions should be subjected to even 
greater transparency, public scru-

tiny, & congressional oversight.”
Weekday Update: In an un-

expected and refreshing devel-
opment, House Republicans 
who voted on Monday to shield 
themselves from ethical oversight 
changed their minds Tuesday 
morning and postponed any fur-
ther decisions on ethical matters 
until they think nobody’s looking.

Republican Rep. Walter Jones, 
of North Carolina, attributed the 
change of heart to pressure from 
constituents. He told Bloomberg, 
“We have got just a tremendous 
number of calls to our offi  ce here 
and district offi  ces concerned 
about this.”

Th e Washington Post and AP, 

Barring any last-fortnight deus 
ex machina, two weeks from 

today the most powerful nation 
on Earth will conduct an elabo-
rate ceremony, presided over by 
our most eminent jurist and at-
tended by everyone with preten-
sions of importance,* which will 
place its executive powers into the 
hands of a man who said, in 2014, 
that “When I look at myself in 
the fi rst grade and I look at myself 
now, I’m basically the same. Th e 
temperament is not that diff er-
ent.” 

Th is situation would be less 
alarming if the President-elect 
had not asked, on several occa-
sions, what the point is of having 
nuclear weapons if they’re not 
going to be used. For the record, 
our cumulative strategic arsenal 
currently has a destructive capac-
ity 100 times greater than all the 
explosives used in World War II. 
Given his propensity for excess, 
if Trump has a really bad day not 
even the cockroaches will survive.

Could there be a silver lining to 
this mushroom cloud? Of course 
— but only if we make one.

Th at First Step is a Doozy
Friends of Bill say the fi rst step 

towards addressing an addiction 
to alcohol is to admit that your 
life has become unmanageable. 
Donald Trump’s insecurity runs 
so deep — and his values are so 
perverse — that he bragged to a 
nonentity about grabbing women 
by their private parts. 

Th e nonentity got fi red. Trump 
got elected. If that’s not rock bot-
tom, we’d hate to see what is. 

Th e Primrose Path

Th ere may be someone some-
where who thinks that Trump 
arrived at the threshold of the 
White House because he fol-
lowed his own brilliant plan. If so, 
he’s probably a Trump underling. 
All the top dogs, Trump included, 
were shocked on the night of No-
vember 8th.

His entrance on January 20th 
will be reminiscent of Septem-
ber, 2014, when Omar Gonzalez 
charged past the Secret Service 
and into the Green Room of 
White House. Unfortunately, this 
time the intruder can’t be hustled 
out, booked, and handed over to 
professionals qualifi ed to treat 
someone affl  icted with his condi-
tion.

Th at’s Some Mandate
Much of the responsibility for 

the disaster that awaits us must be 
borne, of course, by the 62.9 mil-
lion who proudly voted for him. 
Without them our future Tweeter-
in-Chief still would be but a minor 
fi gure, living in garish opulence 
and annoying only a few million 
New Yorkers. Th ose 62.9 million 
make up less than one-third of 
registered U.S. voters. Th e num-
ber would be even lower if civics 
were still taught in public schools. 
For some reason that practice has 
fallen out of favor. It’s almost as if 
there had been a concerted eff ort 
since the Sixties to raise a more 
malleable populace. As his admin-
istration progresses — or regress-
es — the number who will admit 
to having voted for him is sure to 
shrink even further.

Th e Tragic Troika
Th e voters, though, in this trag-

ic farce, are merely the lamenting 
chorus. Th e primary villains are 
our two political parties and the 
allegedly non-partisan press.†

Assuming for the moment that 
we’ll all die soon in a fi ery nuclear 
inferno, Republicans will at least 
have the satisfaction of going out 
with all their hypocritical guns 
blazing. Nothing better illus-
trates the astronomical distance 
between Republican words and 
deeds than Trump’s signature 
program of Draining the Swamp. 
[For further details, see this fort-
night’s Alleged News.]

Newt Gingrich — the Great 
Helmsman who steered the Par-
ty from Bob Dole-style curmud-
geonly budget-fussing to full-on, 
non-stop Nixonism — told 
NPR (such an ironic venue!) on 
the morning of December 21st 
that the Party’s new generalis-
simo “now … disclaims” his use 
of language about alligators and 
swamps.

Th e next morning Trump is-
sued a diktat (if Twitter shuts 
down, whatever will he do?) for-
mally establishing that “someone” 
had been “incorrect” about cur-

rently-approved language. 
How ominously vague, yet so 

precisely targeted.
Later that day, a contrite Gin-

grich dutifully appeared in the 
Forum — excuse us, on YouTube 
— and ritually consumed a steam-
ing heap of crow. “I want to report 
that I made a big boo-boo,” he 
said, using infantile language ap-
parently designed to self-infl ict 
the maximum survivable dose of 
humiliation. “I talked this morn-
ing with President-elect Donald 
Trump, and he reminded me he 
likes draining the swamp. Drain-
ing the swamp is in. And you’re 
going to get to be part of it.” 

Th e late Joseph Stalin ground 
his teeth in seething envy, as 
George Orwell’s head exploded.

A lot of people would rather 
volunteer to play target practice 
for a fi ring squad. For the GOP’s 
most prominent serial adulterer, 
though, it was worth it. In return 
he gets to continue lurking in the 
Potomac’s shallows, snapping his 

prodigious jaws and advising his 
shiny liege lord. His latest eff ort 
along those lines was not to worry 
about violating ethical laws. Just 
issue illegal orders now, he told 
Trump, and pardon the guilty 
parties later.

On stage, they say, villains al-
ways get the good parts. Th e 
Democrats are doing their best 
to prove that adage true; they are 
too weak and ineff ectual  to in-
spire an entertaining characteri-
zation. Let’s just say that, against 
the enormity of their opposition, 
they’ve failed miserably and show 
little sign of a spirited opposition.

As for our esteemed colleagues 
in the Fourth Estate, all we can 
say is, this is your fault. As evi-
dence of your guilt, we off er the 
recent ascension of Megyn Kelly 
from Fox to NBC.

Th ere’s not much left to say 
but good luck to everyone, even 
the haters and the losers, and let’s 
hope we all get to do this again 
sometime.

* Excepting, of course, the designated survi-
vor: a person in the presidential line of suc-
cession, sequestered at a secure, undisclosed 
location, appointed to assure continuity of 
government  should some catastrophe oc-
cur at the inaugural site which is even more 
devastating than the event which is sched-
uled.

† Additional parties are eff ectiv ely prohib-
ited by winner-take-all elections, but that’s 
another Rant.
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 from page one

fearful of being shunned by the 
incoming administration, at-
tributed the reversal to a tweet 
from the President-elect.

Here, Have a Flag [Kerplunk]
As Republican muckety-mucks 

race to eliminate superfl uous ob-

stacles to unethical behavior, their 
minions attend to more mundane 
functions — delivering decora-
tive bits of cloth to the offi  ces of 
new Representatives, for example. 
Th e person assigned to that duty 
on Tuesday must have found the 
recycling bins in the corridors to 
be quite handy, judging from the 
photo at left.

It was taken by the sharp-eyed 
Tom Porter, a Navy veteran and 
an advocate for the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Veterans of America, 
who noticed what the minion 
apparently did not: the colorful 
banner he chucked in the bin in 
front of the offi  ce of Rep. Reuben 
Kihuen [D-Nev.] was a U.S. fl ag! 

Nixon Was the One, Alright
Richard Nixon sabotaged the 

Paris Peace Talks in 1968 to gain 
a political advantage in that year’s 
Presidential election. As far as we 
know, it was the most treasonous 
act ever committed by an Ameri-
can President. So far, anyway.

Nixon’s trick worked; he won. 

Our Wandering Photographer, seen here at lower left, claims that Cian-
bro, now well along in the process of building a futuristic replacement for 
the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge, has been using an invisible skyhook to 
erect this stretch of roadway over the Market Street Extension. Appar-
ently the shiftless wretch has somehow gotten it into his head that he can 
make any outlandish claim that pops into his head. Actually, the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment, at the suggestion of the City Manager, called  upon a 
little-known city ordinance and cancelled gravity’s operating permit for a 
while, so the fl ow of tourists and their dollars might proceed uninterrupted.

Th e Paris Peace Accords were not 
signed until fi ve years later. While 
Nixon was in the White House, 
21,264 U.S. troops were killed 
in action; thousands more were 
maimed and wounded. Th e num-
ber of Vietnamese and Cambodi-
ans killed is hard to estimate, but 
certainly ranges into the hundreds 
of thousands.

Th is is the third or fourth time 
this story has been reported, al-
ways with some new detail. Th is 
time there’s a smoking gun — 
with Nixon’s bloody fi ngerprints 
on it. 

To put it all in perspective, we’ll 
start from the beginning. Pres-
ident Lyndon Johnson, having 
declared after the Tet Off ensive in 
January that he would not run for 
re-election, had fi nally convinced 
Nguyen Van Th ieu, President 
of South Vietnam, to sit down 
in Paris and negotiate with the 
North Vietnamese. 

Talks were fi nally about to be-
gin, but no announcement had 
been made. An announcement 
would have boosted the odds that 
Vice President Hubert Hum-
phrey would win on November 
5th. A news story detailing Nix-
on’s treachery might have changed 
history and landed the candidate 
in Leavenworth.

Robert Parry, on June 7, 2012, 
published a story at Consor-
tiumnews.com, explaining how 
that almost happened:

“In late October 1968, Bever-
ly Deepe, a 33-year-old Saigon 
correspondent for the Christian 
Science Monitor … [and] six-year 
veteran covering the Vietnam 
War … learned from South Viet-
namese sources that Richard Nix-
on’s campaign was collaborating 
behind the scenes with the Saigon 
government to derail President 
Lyndon Johnson’s peace talks.

“On Oct. 28, Deepe sent her 

startling information to her Mon-
itor editors in the United States, 
asking them to have the Washing-
ton bureau ‘check out a report that 
[South Vietnamese Ambassador 
to the United States] Bui Diem 
had sent a cable to the Foreign 
Ministry about contact with the 
Nixon camp,’ she told me in a re-
cent e-mail exchange.”

Parry goes on to note that, had 
there been a peace agreement, it 
“could have brought the divisive 
war to an end before the social 
fabric of the United States was 
thoroughly torn apart.”

Humphrey’s election “could 
have given LBJ’s Great Society a 
chance to work, alleviating the na-
tion’s poverty and reducing racial 
tensions.”

He writes, too, that “the course 
of the Republican Party and mod-
ern American politics might have 
been very diff erent. Th e darkly 
paranoid Nixon might not have 
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had the chance to infuse the GOP 
with his win-at-all-cost ethos.”

Th ere was nothing but silence, 
though, from Deepe’s editors, 
“even after the South Vietnamese 
government surprisingly backed 
out of attending planned peace 
talks in Paris.”

On November 4th in Saigon, 
November 3rd in Washington, 
“she fashioned her information 
into an article and submitted it 
for publication. Her draft began: 
“Purported political encourage-
ment from the Richard Nixon 
camp was a signifi cant factor in 
the last-minute decision of Pres-
ident [Nguyen van] Th ieu’s re-
fusal to send a delegation to the 
Paris peace talks at least until the 
American Presidential election is 
over.’”

Deepe, using her married name 
Keever, emailed Parry in 2012 
that “Th e Monitor deleted those 
references [to collaboration be-
tween the Nixon team and the 
Saigon government],” but used 
some of the other material.

Th e story had been “trimmed 
and softened” because “the ed-
itors could get no confi rmation 
and thus without it, they could 
not print such sweeping charges 
before the election,” Deepe wrote 
to Parry.

More than fi ve years later, on 
March 13, 1975, Rolling Stone
published an article by Eric Red-
man. We have been unable to 
locate it online exactly as it was 
published in Rolling Stone — and 
trust us, we looked hard. We did 
fi nd a reference to it, though, in 
the Daily Courier, published in 
Connellsville, Pennsylvania, on 
March 8, 1975.

“Did Richard M. Nixon legal-
ly win the 1968 election? Eric 
Redman, writing in Rolling Stone, 
charges that Anna Chan Chen-
nault, widow of the famed World 
War II Flying Tiger commander, 
tried to sabotage the Paris Viet-
nam peace talks … Redman re-
views claims that Nixon knew 
what Mme. Chennault, a long-
time political ally, was doing and 

Th is frayed fl ag fl ies on Gosling Road, over a fast food operation whose 
franchise owners certainly make a daily profi t substantial enough to cov-
er the cost of a replacement. Th is looks to be a standard fi ve by eight. A 
spankin’ new one would cost a whopping $60 from Amazon, plus ship-
ping. Th is item is in stock. Th e Flag Police understand that, as the overseer 
of an isolated outpost in the broader commercial landscape, the franchise 
owner has other responsibilities which he disregards at his peril: it cannot 
be easy running a panopticon whose mascot is a clown. It is also true that 
these days, the corporate tail clearly wags  the national dog. Th e Flag Police, 
however, being of the old school, accept none of these factors as excuses.

denied that he was aware of her 
activities. If Nixon was involved, 
Redman writes, he ‘would ap-
pear to violate at least the Logan 
Act,’ which makes it a crime for 
private citizens to deal directly or 
indirectly with a foreign govern-
ment or its agents ….” It was a 
juicy enough story, but apparently 
lacked hard proof.

In March of 2013, a tape fi -
nally surfaced that gave the story 
some traction. Johnson had proof 
of what Nixon had done, because 
he’d had the FBI bug the South 
Vietnamese. In a recorded phone 
call with Senate Minority Leader 
Everett Dirkson, he called Nixon’s 
actions treasonoous. At the time, 
though, he chose not to go public. 

Th at tape caused a sensation, 
but still, all it proved was what 
Johnson believed.

Which brings us fi nally to a 
New York Times story by John A. 
Farrell, published December 31st, 
under the headline, “Nixon’s Viet-

nam Treachery.”
“A newfound cache of notes left 

by H. R. Haldeman, his closest 
aide,” Farrell writes, “shows that 
Nixon directed his campaign’s ef-
forts to scuttle the peace talks ….”

Th e notes had been in the Nixon 
Presidential Library since 2007. 
Reading them, Farrell learned 
that “During a phone call on the 
night of Oct. 22, 1968, Richard 
M. Nixon told his closest aide 
(and future chief of staff ) H.R. 
Haldeman to ‘monkey wrench’ 
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s ef-
forts to begin peace negotiations 
over the Vietnam War.”

Who’da thunk it? Hunter S. 
Th ompson went too easy on him.

Latest Climate Hoax “News”
Th e National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Agency just issued its 
latest annual Arctic Report Card. 
Surprise, surprise — it says that 
the persistent warming trend and 
accompanying loss of sea ice are 
triggering extensive changes up 

there in Santy’s neighborhood.
Th e average surface air tem-

perature is way up, with four new 
monthly records. Th e minimum 
sea ice extent tied with 2007 for 
the second lowest in the satellite 
record. Spring snow cover extent 
in the North American Arctic was 
the lowest in the satellite record, 
which started in 1967. Th ere’s a 
good deal more along those lines. 
We’ve published the Executive 
Summary on pages six and seven.

Not to worry, though. Accord-
ing to our President-elect, and 
the party now running Congress, 
and Fox News, and the Wall Street 
Journal editorial page, and the 
experts on talk radio, it’s all just 
a load of hooey from a bunch of 
freeloading nerds on the F ederal 
payroll who are making up scary 
stuff  so they can keep cashing 
their fat paychecks.

Either that, or they’re all up to 
something that makes Richard 
Nixon look like Mother Th eresa.
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America vs America
To the Editor:
“Th e America of Yesterday has 

defeated the America of Tomor-
row,” said Brian Williams on the 
night of November 8, 2016.

Hillary Clinton got 2.84 million 
more votes than Donald Trump, 
but for the fi fth time in the his-
tory of our country, the Elector-
al vote has trumped the popular 
vote. Th e last time this happened, 
we got George W.[MD] Bush, 
Dick Cheney (Mike Pence’s “role 
model”), two tragic wars, fi nancial 
disaster, and environmental dete-
rioration. 

Alexander Hamilton and his 
fellow framers of the Constitu-
tion were afraid that a mob would 
elect a madman, and decided that 
an elite group, the Electoral Col-
lege, should decide who would be 
President. Th e tables have turned, 
and now we have an elite group of 
billionaires, headed by a madman, 
to lead us into collapse.

I’m disgusted and scared, and 
I’m not alone. As a Greek colum-
nist said recently about the econ-
omy in that country, “Pessimism is 
the rational position.”

Dick Devens
Center Sandwich, N.H.
Dick:
No, you are certainly far from 

being alone. Less than one-third of 

registered voters marked their ballots 
for Trump. We feel fairly confi dent 
that he’ll bring himself down, and 
badly damage the rotten party that 
nominated him in the process.

It looks like it’s up to the rest of 
us to keep him from destroying the 
country.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Trump? No Chance!
To the Editor:
Often heard is “give him 

(Trump) a chance.” Th ough early 
in the game, events to date clearly 
foreshadow what is coming. Again 
and again he has not shown the 
standards for his vaunted position 
as his central character exudes di-
visiveness, bigotry, scapegoating 
and a tiny heart. Th is Twitter-
in-Chief has blatantly maligned 
Muslims, Mexicans, women, gays, 
Browns, Blacks and Tans and any-
one who votes blue. 

While originally expressing 
strong populist sentiments with 
contempt for elite-driven politics, 
after the election it’s become clear 
that his agenda will be Corporate 
America to the max. He promises 
that “America will become great 
again,” but I think it’s already 
quite great, not for its red, white 
and blue but for its straights and 
gays, Gentile and Jews and Athe-
ists, Caucasian and Asians, abled 
and disabled, immigrants and 
brave refugees too.

Engaging in fakery as if it were 
true, his base ate up every word 
they heard. Th at Hillary had near-
ly 3,000,000 more popular votes 
morphed into “I won the popular 
vote,” alleging that millions voted 
illegally. Fakery schmakery.

My concern is that he will re-
lentlessly continue battering me-
dia outlets to silence them into 
submission with fear and costly 

law suites. Th is contempt tor the 
First Amendment destroys the 
freedom to think independently, 
speak freely, dissent and protest 
which are bedrock’s of democracy. 
Silence will be its defeat. It’s no 
time to knuckle under!

Michael Kulla
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

≈≈≈
A Th ree-Time Loser

To the Editor:
It is time to accept the fact that 

Donald Trump won the election 
and Hillary Clinton is a three-
time loser, having lost the election, 
the recount that added votes to 
Trump, making her a bigger loser, 
and the attempted coup that saw 
Hillary losing fi ve electors and 
Trump losing two. 

So it is time for the university 
children, and even those with a 
Dr. prefi x, to return to class. Af-
ter having their cry-ins, their pet 
therapy, and participating in other 
New Age coping strategies, it is 
time they returned to real learn-
ing, which apparently they have 
not been introduced to. Perhaps 
it is the loss of the “compare and 
contrast” essay, and its substitu-
tion of the short answer test that 
has enforced and perpetuated 
their ignorance.

Fascism is not a defi ned philos-
ophy; it is a process and structure 
of government. It comes in two 
forms — left and right — and it 
is merely state control over the 
economy and the daily life of cit-
izenry. Th e state will defi ne what 
you drink, if you may smoke, how 
many gallons your toilet tank will 
hold, what food you may eat, and 
what you will learn in school. And 
it is a jealous construct; it will not 
tolerate any organization that 
threatens total loyalty to the state. 
It will not tolerate any competing 

loyalties such as those to church, 
social clubs, and family. In fact it 
sounds more like the left than the 
right as it applies to the United 
States.

Th e left mandates that the 
schools go beyond tolerance and 
acceptance of homosexuality to 
promotion of this behavior as a 
lifestyle equivalent to heterosex-
ual preference, and there is no 
room for disagreement. Th ose 
who disagree that the state, in-
stead of the family, should be in 
charge of the sexual education of 
their children are condemned and 
must be re-educated. And with 
the transgender controversy over 
the use of bathrooms, they create 
a ridiculous quantum like sexual-
ity, where, as with Schrödinger’s 
Cat that is both alive and dead 
until the box is opened and the 
wave function collapses, a person 
is both male and female until they 
make a choice of the bathroom 
they will use. 

But what this fas cism of the left 
teaches above all is that the white, 
heterosexual, Christian, male is 
the enemy of their utopia and it 
is he who must be disregarded or 
even crushed. Th eir contempt for 
the white, heterosexual, Chris-
tian male, in spite of the left’s 
bloviations about equal rights 
and respect for the individual, 
has revealed their hypocrisy and 
is another reason, along with her 
neo-conservative foreign policy 
and neo-liberal economic policies, 
that Hillary is the three-time loser 
that she is. 

It was the political correctness 
and left wing fascism, along with 
foreign and economic policy, that 
killed the beast.

John Dente
Wilmington, Del.

≈≈≈
A Right Wing

Oligarchic Vision for America
To the Editor:
David Koch is the brother of 

Charles Koch and together they 
form the Koch Brothers, Ameri-
ca’s second wealthiest family and 
the owner of Koch Enterprises, a 
very large fossil fuel company. Th e 
Koch Brothers are vehemently 
opposed to all forms of taxation, 
campaign fi nance laws and envi-
ronmental regulation.

It’s obvious that the Koch 
Brothers have never been content 
with just owning their enormous 
slice of the U.S. Economy; they 
have always wanted to own gov-
ernment as well. Th ey reportedly 
contributed at least $750 million 
(mere pocket change to the Kochs 
with huge returns on their invest-
ment) during the recent election 
cycle, almost exclusively to the 
campaigns of right wing Repub-
licans.

David Koch ran for Vice Pres-
ident as a Libertarian in 1980 on 
the following radical right wing 
platform, nearly identical to that 
of today’s Republican Party:

“We favor the abolition of 
Medicare and Medicaid pro-
grams.”

“We oppose any compulsory in-
surance or tax-supported plan to 
provide health services, including 
those which fi nance abortion ser-
vices.”

“We favor the repeal of the 
fraudulent, virtually bankrupt, 
and increasingly oppressive Social 
Security system.”

“We propose the abolition of 
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the governmental Postal Service 
… In addition to being ineffi  -
cient; it encourages governmental 
surveillance of private correspon-
dence.”

“We support repeal of mini-
mum wage laws.”

“Government schools lead to 
the indoctrination of children … 
Government ownership, opera-
tion, regulation, and subsidy of 
schools and colleges should be 
ended … . We condemn compul-
sory education laws … and we call 
for their immediate repeal.”

“We call for the privatization 
of the public roads and national 
highway system.”

“We oppose all government 
welfare, relief projects, and ‘aid to 
the poor’ programs.”

David Koch, and his nasty plat-
form lost big time in 1980, but 
2016 was a banner year for the 
Koch Brothers and a handful of 
their billionaire friends, whose 
patience, perseverance and invest-
ments paid off  handsomely. Th e 
planets are now aligned perfectly 
for a right wing oligarchy with 
bought and paid for Republican 
puppets controlling all facets of 
government to make sure the 
Kochs’ vision for America, total-
ly opposite to the interests of or-
dinary Americans, comes to full 
fruition.

Wayne H. Merritt
Dover, N.H.

≈≈≈
Mark Twain on General Wood’s 

Brilliant Feat of Arms
[Note: For some years now our Tid-

al Guide has included a brief item on 
the calendar for March 8th regarding 
U.S. Army Major General Leonard 
Wood, who was born in Winchester, 
New Hampshire on October 9, 1860. 
We’ve long wanted to expand on that 
entry. In the deafening silence fol-
lowing the Catastrophe of November 
8th, we now have the space. First, a 
little introductory material, then some 
Twain. — Th e Ed.]

General Wood began his mil-
itary career as a surgeon under 
contract in the Arizona Territory. 
He received the Medal of Hon-
or for “extraordinary heroism in 
the Summer of 1886, in action in 
the Apache Campaigns in Arizo-
na Territory. Assistant Surgeon 
Wood voluntarily carried dis-
patches through a region infested 
with hostile Indians, making a 
journey of 70 miles in one night 
and walking 30 miles the next day. 
Also for several weeks, while in 
close pursuit of Geronimo’s band 
and constantly expecting an en-
counter, [he] commanded a de-
tachment ….”

Mark Twain requires no intro-
duction, but his friend George 
Harvey does. Harvey was the 
editor of Harper’s Weekly from 
1901 to 1913, and President of 
the Harper & Brothers publish-
ing house. Interviewed by the 
Washington Post in 1907, Harvey 
said Twain was the best paid writ-
er in the country. “Until recently 
he wrote wholly by hand. Quite 
unexpectedly he found that he 
could dictate to a secretary. He 
was as pleased over the discovery 
as was President Roosevelt when 
he happened upon Mount Sinai, 
Moses, and the Ten Command-
ments. Now he lights a cigar after 
breakfast, sits down in his library 
and dictates for three hours on his 
autobiography. When he gets up 
he has earned $1,000 [$25,654, 
adjusted for infl ation].

Th e following is an excerpt 
from “Comments on the Moro 
Massacre,” written about March 
12, 1906, but not published until 
1924, in Mark Twain’s Autobiogra-
phy. It refers to a battle between 
about 750 U.S. troops, with sup-
port from Filipino constabularies 
against about 1,000 Muslim in-
surrectionaries of the Moro tribe, 
who made the strategic mistake of 
taking up a defensive position in 
the mouth of an extinct volcano.

“At a luncheon party of men 
convened yesterday to God-
speed George Harvey, who is 
leaving to-day for a vacation in 
Europe, all the talk was about 
the brilliant feat of arms; and no 
one had anything to say about it 
that either the President or Ma-
jor General Dr. Wood … would 
regard as complimentary, or as 
proper comment to put into our 
histories. Harvey said he believed 
that the shock and shame of this 
episode would eat down deep-
er and deeper into the hearts of 
the nation and fester there and 
produce results. He believed it 
would destroy the Republican 
party and President Roosevelt. I 
cannot believe that the prediction 
will come true, for the reason that 
prophecies which promise valu-
able things, desirable things, good 
things, worthy things, never come 
true. Prophecies of this kind are 
like wars fought in a good cause 
— they are so rare that they don’t 
count.

“Day before yesterday the ca-
ble-note from the happy General 
Dr. Wood was still all glorious. 
Th ere was still proud mention and 
elaboration of what was called the 
‘desperate hand-to-hand fi ght.’ 
— Doctor Wood not seeming to 
suspect that he was giving himself 
away, as the phrase goes — since 
if there was any very desperate 
hand-to-hand fi ghting it would 
necessarily happen that nine hun-
dred hand-to-hand fi ghters, if 
really desperate, would surely be 
able to kill more than fi fteen of 
our men before their last man and 
woman and child perished.

“Very well, there was a new 
note in the dispatches yesterday 
afternoon — just a faint sugges-
tion that Dr. Wood was getting 
ready to lower his tone and be-
gin to apologize and explain. He 
announces that he assumes full 
responsibility for the fi ght. It indi-
cates that he is aware that there is 
a lurking disposition here amidst 
all this silence to blame somebody. 
He says there was ‘no wanton de-

struction of women and children 
in the fi ght, though many of them 
were killed by force of necessi-
ty because the Moros used them 
as shields in the hand-to-hand 
fi ghting.’

“Th is explanation is better than 
none; indeed it is considerably 
better than none. Yet if there was 
so much hand-to-hand fi ghting 
there must have arrived a time, 
toward the end of the four days’ 
butchery, when only one native 
was left alive. We had six hundred 
men present; we had lost only fi f-
teen; why did the six hundred kill 
that remaining man — or woman, 
or child?

“Dr. Wood will fi nd that ex-
plaining things is not in his line. 
He will fi nd that where a man 
has the proper spirit in him and 
the proper force at his command, 
it is easier to massacre nine hun-
dred unarmed animals than it is 
to explain why he made it so re-
morselessly complete. Next he 
furnishes us this sudden burst of 
unconscious humor, which shows 
that he ought to edit his reports 
before he cables them:

“‘Many of the Moros feigned 
death and butchered the Ameri-
can hospital men who were reliev-
ing the wounded.’

“We have the curious spectacle 
of hospital men going around try-
ing to relieve the wounded savag-
es — for what reason? Th e savages 
were all massacred. Th e plain in-
tention was to massacre them all 
and leave none alive. Th en where 
was the use in furnishing mere 
temporary relief to a person who 
was presently to be exterminated? 
Th e dispatches call this battue [a 
hunting party arranged by driving 
game toward hunters by beaters] a 
‘battle.’ In what way was it a bat-
tle? It has no resemblance to a 
battle. In a battle there are always 
as many as fi ve wounded men to 
one killed outright. When this 
so-called battle was over, there 
were certainly not fewer than two 
hundred wounded savages lying 
on the fi eld. What became of 

them? Since not one savage was 
left alive!

“Th e inference seems plain. We 
cleaned up our four days’ work 
and made it complete by butcher-
ing those helpless people.

“Th e President’s joy over the 
splendid achievement of his fra-
grant pet, General Wood, brings 
to mind an earlier presidential 
ecstasy. When the news came, in 
1901, that Colonel Funston had 
penetrated to the refuge of the 
patriot, Aguinaldo, in the moun-
tains, and had captured him by the 
use of these arts, to wit: by forgery, 
by lies, by disguising his military 
marauders in the uniform of the 
enemy, by pretending to be friends 
of Aguinaldo’s and by disarming 
suspicion by cordially shaking 
hands with Aguinaldo’s offi  cers 
and in that moment shooting 
them down — when the cable-
gram announcing this ‘brilliant 
feat of arms’ reached the White 
House, the newspapers said that 
that meekest and mildest and 
gentlest and least masculine of 
men, President McKinley, could 
not control his joy and gratitude, 
but was obliged to express it in 
motions resembling a dance. Also 
President McKinley expressed his 
admiration in another way. He in-
stantly shot that militia Colonel 
aloft over the heads of a hundred 
clean and honorable veteran offi  -
cers of the army and made him a 
Brigadier General in the regular 
service, and clothed him in the 
honorable uniform of that rank, 
thus disgracing the uniform, the 
fl ag, the nation, and himself.”
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Why in the world would Trump tap Perry to be Energy Secretary?

by Jim Hightower

Rick Perry has taken quite a 
tumble since being governor 

of Texas. He was a twice-failed 
GOP presidential wannabe and 
then ended up being a rejected 
contestant on “Dancing with the 
Stars,” the television show for 
has-been celebrities.

But — resurrection! — having 
kissed the ring of President-To-Be 
Trump, Perry is being lifted from 

the lowly role of twinkle-toed TV 
hoofer to — get this — taking 
charge of our government’s nu-
clear arsenal!

Th at’s a position that usually 
requires some scientifi c knowl-
edge and experience, but as we’re 
learning from other cabinet picks, 
the key qualifi cation that Trump 
wants his public servants to have 
is a commitment to serve the pri-
vate interests of corporate power.

Th at is why Perry — a devoted 

practitioner of crony capitalism 
and a champion of oligarchy — 
has been rewarded with this po-
sition. As governor, for example, 
he went to extraordinary lengths 
to let the giant Energy Transfer 
Partners run a pipeline through 
the ecologically-fragile, natural 
wonders of Big Bend — ram-
ming it right down the throats of 
near-unanimous opposition by lo-
cal people. Perry then accepted a 
 $6 million campaign donation — 

ie, a “payoff ” — from the corpo-
rate boss, who later made Perry a 
paid member of the corporation’s 
board of directors.

He also privatized a state-run, 
low-level nuclear waste facility, 
turning it over to Waste Control 
Specialists, owned by his largest 
campaign contributor. Th en he 
let the corporation double the 
amount of waste dumped there, 
while reducing its legal liability 
for damages. Th en, taking even 

more cash from the owner, Perry 
pushed to let him put high-level 
nuclear waste in the dump.

Rick Perry has zero expertise 
or experience for the job of ener-
gy secretary, but he has beaucoup 
of both for “doing a job” on the 
American people and our envi-
ronment.

Copyright 2016 by Jim Hightow-
er & Associates. Contact Laura Eh-
rlich (laura@jimhightower.com) for 
more information.

Th e National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency’s Latest Annual Arctic Report Card
Th e Executive Summary

Th e Arctic Report Card [www.
arctic.noaa.gov/Report-Card/] 
considers a range of environmen-
tal observations throughout the 
Arctic, and is updated annually. 
As in previous years, the 2016 
update to the Arctic Report Card 
highlights the changes that con-
tinue to occur in, and among, the 
physical and biological compo-
nents of the Arctic environmental 
system.

Arctic air temperatures con-
tinue to increase at double the 
rate of the global temperature 
increase. Th e average annual 
surface air temperature anoma-
ly (+2.0° C relative to the 1981-
2010 baseline) over land north 
of 60° N between October 2015 
and September 2016 was by far 
the highest in the observational 
record beginning in 1900. Th is 
represents a 3.5° C increase since 
the beginning of the 20th Cen-
tury. Autumn, spring and winter 
showed extensive positive average 
air temperature anomalies across 
the central Arctic, primarily due 
to southerly winds moving warm 
air into the Arctic from mid-lat-
itudes. Winter air temperatures 
greatly exceeded the previous re-
cord, with several locations show-
ing January temperature more 
than 8° C above the norm. Con-

trary to conditions in much of the 
previous decade, neutral to cold 
temperature anomalies occurred 
across the central Arctic Ocean in 
summer 2016.

Th e relatively cool summer 
air temperatures over the Arctic 
Ocean created a condition which 
did not support rapid summer sea 
ice loss. After experiencing the 
lowest winter maximum ice extent 
in the satellite record (1979-2016) 
— which occurred in March and 
was 7 percent below the 1981-
2010 average — many anticipated 
a record summer minimum ex-
tent. Th ough no new record was 
set, the September 2016 Arctic 
sea ice minimum extent tied with 
2007 for the second lowest value 
in the satellite record, at 33 per-
cent lower than the 1981-2010 
average. Th e sea ice cover con-
tinues to be relatively young and 
thin. In March 2016, multiyear ice 
(more than 1 year old) and fi rst-
year ice were 22 percent and 78 
percent of the ice cover, respec-
tively, compared to 45 percent and 
55 percent in 1985.

As the sea ice retreats more ex-
tensively in the summer, previous-
ly ice-covered water is exposed to 
more solar radiation. As a result, 
sea surface temperature (SST) and 
upper ocean temperatures are in-
creasing throughout much of the 

Arctic Ocean and adjacent seas. 
Also contributing to the increase 
in SST are regional air tempera-
tures and infl ux of warmer water 
from the North Atlantic and Pa-
cifi c Oceans. Th e Chukchi Sea, 
northwest of Alaska, and eastern 
Baffi  n Bay, off  west Greenland, 
have the largest warming trends: 
~0.5° C per decade since 1982. In 
August 2016, SST was up to 5° C 
higher than the 1982-2010 aver-
age in regions of the Barents and 
Chukchi seas and off  the east and 
west coasts of Greenland.

Increasing ocean primary pro-
duction (conversion of CO2 to 
organic material) is also being 
observed as summer sea ice extent 
declines, related to enhanced light 
availability. In 2016, there were 
widespread positive primary pro-
duction anomalies throughout the 
Arctic Ocean and adjacent ice-af-
fected seas, from 5 percent to 19 
percent above the 2003-2015 
average in Hudson Bay and the 
Barents Sea, respectively. Th e only 
negative anomalies were observed 
in the western (North American) 
Arctic (-11.9 percent) and the Sea 
of Okhotsk (-1.8 percent). For 
the period 2003-2015 there are 
statistically signifi cant primary 
production trends in the in the 
eastern (Eurasian) Arctic, Bar-
ents Sea, Greenland Sea, Hud-

son Bay and North Atlantic; the 
steepest trends are in the eastern 
Arctic (37.9 percent increase) and 
the Barents Sea (34.8 percent in-
crease).

Th e waters of the Arctic Ocean 
are more prone to ocean acidifi ca-
tion (OA) compared to the rest of 
the global ocean, due their cooler 
water temperatures and unique 
physical processes (e.g. the forma-
tion and melting of sea ice). Even 
small amounts of human-derived 
carbon dioxide (CO2) can cause 
signifi cant chemical changes that 
other areas do not experience. 
Current data indicates that cer-
tain areas of the Arctic shelves 
presently experience prolonged 
ocean acidifi cation events in shal-
low bottom waters. Th ese waters 
are eventually transported off  the 
shelf. As a result, corrosive condi-
tions have been expanding deeper 
into the Arctic Basin over the last 
several decades. Th e inherently 
short Arctic food web linkages 
generate an increased urgency in 
the need to understand the im-
pacts of OA on the Arctic marine 
ecosystem.

Ice on land, as represented by 
the Greenland Ice Sheet, saw a 
continuation of the overall in-
creasing melting trend in 2016, 
with enhanced melt occurring in 
the southwest and northeast re-

gions. Th e onset of surface melt 
ranked 2nd (after only 2012) over 
the 37-year period of satellite re-
cord (1979 - 2016). Th e duration 
of the melt season lasted 30-40 
days longer than usual in the 
northeast and 15-20 days longer 
along the west coast, compared to 
the 1981-2010 average. Consis-
tent with the spatial distribution 
of melt anomalies, the largest area 
of relatively low albedo (a measure 
of surface refl ectivity) was located 
along the southwest coast, reach-
ing down to ~20 percent below 
the 2000-2009 average.

Th e spring snow cover extent 
(SCE) has undergone signifi -
cant reductions over the period 
of satellite observations (which 
start in 1967), particularly since 
2005. In 2016, new record low 
April and May SCE was reached 
for the North American Arctic. 
Th e June SCE was the 3rd low-
est on record over both the North 
American and Eurasian sectors 
of the Arctic. Warming Arctic 
surface air temperatures have a 
clear infl uence on the timing of 
snow melt. However, there is also 
evidence of decreasing pre-melt 
snow mass (refl ective of shallower 
snow) which may pre-condition 
the snowpack for earlier and more 
rapid melt in the springtime.

Satellite observations of tundra 
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Nightmare 2016
by William Marvel

December 19 fi nally brought 
an abrupt conclusion to 

the nightmare election of 2016. 
Th is year, the exercise that Walt 
Whitman exalted as the Amer-
ican “presidentiad” went farther 
than most of us thought possible 
toward confi rming ancient doubts 
that democracy could ever survive.

Th omas Jeff erson cautioned 
that an educated electorate was 
essential to democracy. A more 
recent observer remarked that, if 
God had wanted us to vote, he 
would have given us candidates, 
and this year we did not have the 
candidates because we do not 
have an educated electorate. Jef-
ferson wasn’t talking about the 
degrees that are now good for 
little more than entry-level posi-
tions in jobs where you don’t have 
to actually sweat. His hypotheti-
cal educated citizen needed only 
a working understanding of the 
political process at various levels 
of government, and a willingness 
to keep up with the issues.

Most Americans today know 
little about their government, and 
educating oneself on the issues 
and candidates is as diffi  cult now 
as it was in Jeff erson’s day because 
the only information available is 
still partisan propaganda. Th rough 
both topic selection and interpre-

tive slant, broadcast news presents 
only biased viewpoints, and most 
viewers and listeners seem unable 
to detect that bias. Others de-
liberately seek it out, cleaving to 
commentators who tell them ex-
actly what they want to hear. Still 
others pay no attention, and sim-
ply ask their friends how to vote 
when the time comes. Th ey used 
to ask placard-holding acquain-
tances outside the polls which 
candidates they should vote for, 
but now they probably rely more 
on Facebook for their instruc-
tions.

Such widespread apathy and 
ignorance availed us an election 
off ering no truly satisfactory can-
didate, with two eminently unlik-
able and untrustworthy characters 
dominating the show. Th e out-
come was bound to dissatisfy 
most Americans, no matter who 
won. Th anks mainly to the parti-
san machinations of the principal 
losers, the aftermath has battered 
our institutions even more than 
the campaign itself.

First came the recount fi asco. It 
is unfortunate that Trump chal-
lenged any recounts, and partic-
ularly in Pennsylvania. Th e most 
noteworthy claim so far of Rus-
sian interference in the election 
involves the hacking of Demo-
cratic Party emails. Th at only gave 
the public information the Amer-

ican press might have exposed 
anyway — had it been suffi  ciently 
inquisitive and objective. Pennsyl-
vania, however, provided the best 
opportunity for insidious manip-
ulation of a machine-generated 
vote count, and that is something 
everyone should worry about 
(even if the U.S. had engaged in 
even more pernicious foreign in-
trigues). Trump didn’t need Penn-
sylvania for electoral victory, but 
it would have added legitimacy 
to the results had he allowed a re-
count to show that he was really 
the winner there.

Th e worst post-election damage 
was the Democratic eff ort to co-
erce Electoral College members 
into overturning the outcome of 
the election. Were there credible 
evidence of foreign manipulation 
in the actual vote count, or if the 
election had been won by demon-
strable corruption, that would 
have been a perfectly appropriate 
response. Th at is precisely what 
the Electoral College is for.

Unfortunately, the obvious mo-
tive for this unprecedented eff ort 
was no more noble than partisan 
preference. People lobbying for 
the Electoral College to dump 
Trump disingenuously insisted 
they were not seeking support 
for Hillary Clinton — but she 
was undoubtedly the candidate 
they wanted installed. Had she 

removed herself from consider-
ation she might have sheathed 
the eff ort in a veneer of principle, 
but such selfl essness was not be 
expected from that career-con-
scious harridan. Instead, long 
after conceding the election she 
supported not only the recounts 
but the constitutionally dubious 
manipulation of the Electoral 
College, thereby showing herself 
just as untrustworthy as Th e Don-
ald himself. Where a statesman 
would have counseled accepting 
defeat for the good of the nation, 
she encouraged political trickery 
obnoxious enough to throw the 
country into a potentially violent 
uproar.

Even in failure, all these ma-
nipulative tactics jeopardize the 
certainty of presidential elections 
for the foreseeable future. Th e 
precedent for endless challenges 
to winning candidates is now set; 
Democrats have unwittingly vali-
dated the very type of denial they 
anticipated from — and ridiculed 
in — Donald Trump. Worse yet, 
their premature truculence casts 
advance discredit on the criticism 
they inevitably fi nd cause to aim 
at Trump’s actual performance.

Democrats justify their rancor 
on Clinton winning nearly 2 per-
cent more of the popular vote than 
Trump — although neither won a 
majority. In 1824, Andrew Jack-

son won nearly 6 percent more 
of the popular vote than John 
Quincy Adams, but the House of 
Representatives anointed Adams. 
Rather than whimpering and 
whining, Jackson simply accepted 
defeat. In 1828 he came back and 
trounced Adams by 68 percent to 
32 percent, and put his name on 
an entire epoch of American his-
tory.

If Democrats wish to recover, 
they might begin by examining 
their part in the conservative back-
lash of 2016. Instead of squan-
dering their political capital and 
polarizing the American people 
with the relatively petty demands 
of a radical social agenda, they 
could have united people by fo-
cusing on more universally cru-
cial environmental issues. Rather 
than presenting a Republican-lite 
plan for economic recovery, and 
quashing any dissent, they might 
have addressed the unsustainable 
nature of our entire economic sys-
tem.

Democrats would serve their 
party and the people alike by 
dropping the arrogant air of 
knowing what’s best for the na-
tion’s deplorables. Get off  the high 
horse for a change, and listen to 
people who disagree. It still may 
not be too late to undo the dam-
age you have done. 

greenness (a measure of vegetation 
productivity and strongly correlat-
ed with above-ground biomass) 
are available since 1982, with 
2015 being the most recent year 
with a complete data set. Long-
term trends over this period show 
greening on the North Slope of 
Alaska, in the southern Canadian 
tundra, and in much of the central 
and eastern Siberian tundra. A 
decreasing trend in greenness, or 
“browning”, is observed in west-
ern Alaska (Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta), the higher-Arctic Cana-
dian Archipelago, and western 
Siberian tundra.

Warming air temperatures in 

the Arctic are causing normal-
ly frozen ground (permafrost) 
to thaw. Th e permafrost is car-
bon rich and, when it thaws, is 
a source of the greenhouse gas-
es carbon dioxide and methane. 
Northern permafrost zone soils 
contain 1330-1580 billion tons 
organic carbon, about twice as 
much as currently contained in 
the atmosphere. Tundra ecosys-
tems are taking up increasingly 
more carbon during the growing 
season over the past several de-
cades, but this has been off set by 
increasing carbon loss during the 
winter. Overall, tundra appears to 
be releasing net carbon to the at-

mosphere.
Changes in the tundra environ-

ment also aff ect the fauna they 
support, causing species to shift 
their distributions, adapt to nov-
el conditions, or die out. Because 
of this linkage, small mammals, 
such as shrews, and their para-
sites can serve as key indicators 
for anticipating the consequenc-
es of environmental variability 
and changing interactions among 
species. Some Arctic shrews have 
recently acquired new parasites 
indicating poleward shifts of 
sub-Arctic faunas, and demon-
strating increases in both Arctic 
biodiversity and overall complex-

ity within these novel species net-
works.

In summary, there are numer-
ous and diverse signals indicating 
that the Arctic environmental 
system continues to be infl uenced 
by long-term upward trends in air 
temperature, modulated by natu-
ral variability in regional and sea-
sonal anomalies. Th e acceleration 
of many of these signals, the in-
terdependency of the physical and 
biological elements of the Arctic 
system, and the growing recogni-
tion that the Arctic is an integral 
part of the larger Earth system are 
increasing the pressure for more 
eff ective and timely communica-

tion of these scientifi c observations 
to diverse user audiences. A key 
to meeting this challenging goal 
is to more directly convey the 
syntheses of observations across 
disciplinary boundaries, to better 
highlight Arctic system change.

≈≈≈
 Authors: J. Richter-Menge, U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, Cold 
Regions Research and Engineering 
Laboratory, Hanover, N.H.; J. E. 
Overland, NOAA, Pacifi c Marine 
Environmental Laboratory, Seat-
tle, Wash.; J. Mathis, NOAA, Arctic 
Research Program, Silver Spring, 
Md.

≈≈≈
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork

Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh

Portsmouth, arguably the fi rst 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-fl owing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
Th e Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. Th e 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fi ll 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. Th is 
creates a roving hydraulic confl ict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. Th e skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
Th is can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. Th is is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
Th e river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
Th ey leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH

3 Hale Street   �   (603) 742-1737 
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Salting

Newburyport

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 

www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com
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2008—Hillary Clinton wins the New 

Hampshire primary.

2007—Th e sub U.S.S. Newport News 

collides with an oil tanker in the straits 

of Hormuz.

2005—Th e sub U.S.S. San Francisco 

collides at full speed with an undersea 

mountain near Guam. One sailor dies, 

98 are injured. 

2003—“Th e war on terror involves 

Saddam Hussein,” explains George 

W. Bush, “because of the nature of 

Saddam Hussein, the history of Sadd-

am Hussein, and his willingness to 

terrorize himself.”

1992—At a formal dinner in Japan, 

Bush #41 turns his head to Prime 

Minister Kiichi Miyazawa and vom-

its in his lap.

1982—Th e Reagan White House 

announces a new policy: granting 

tax-exempt status to racially-segre-

gated colleges. (It lasts 4 days.)

1973—Th e Watergate Burglar trial 

begins.

1965—Sen. Everett Dirksen proposes 

adoption of the marigold as America’s 

national fl ower.

1958—An accident at Chelyabinsk 

plutonium plant in U.S.S.R. kills 

hundreds.

1956—Hoaroani Indians in the Ec-

uadoran rainforest register their an-

noyance with missionaries by spearing 

fi ve to death.

1946—Over 10,000 GIs in Saipan, 

Guam, and France protest slow re-de-

ployment back to the U.S. 

2002—Future Attorney General Al-

berto Gonzales writes that parts of the 

Geneva Conventions are “obsolete” 

and “quaint.”

1980—On orders from King Saud, 63 

participants in the 1979 seizure of the 

Grand Mosque at Mecca are behead-

ed with swords in the pubic squares of 

eight Saudi cities.

1967—In Vietnam: 116,858 South 

Vietnamese troops deserted this year, 

up from 113,000 from last year. North 

Vietnamese desertions:  20,242.

1964—Panama suspends relations 

with U.S. after U.S. troops kill 21 an-

ti-American protesters.

1952—In Phenix City, Ala., anti-vice 

crusader Hugh Bently’s house is de-

stroyed by a bomb.

1939—In Missouri’s “Bootheel,” 

1,700 homeless sharecroppers, black 

and white, stage a sit-down strike in 

the middle of Highways 60 and 61.

1918—Th e 10th Cavalry and Yaqui 

Indians conduct the last battle of the 

Indian Wars at Bear Valley, Ariz.

1913—Richard Milhous Nixon is 

born in Yorba Linda, Calif.

1805—Ohio passes “Black laws” — 

no blacks may testify in court.

1793—In Philadelphia, President 

Washington observes the fi rst hot-air 

balloon ascension in the U.S.

1766—In Portsmouth, N.H., stamp 

master George Meserve is forced to 

surrender his commission by “a grand 

mob,” which then raises the fi rst “No 

Stamp” fl ag in the colonies.

2015—A Robinson R22 over San 

Juan Bay, Puerto Rico emits white 

smoke, gyrates as its rotors bend, then 

plunges 800 feet, killing the pilot.

2002—George W.[MD] Bush denies 

ever meeting Enron CEO Ken Lay, 

his largest campaign donor.

1984— Responders to a false alarm 

about an accidental missile launch at 

Warren AFB, Wyo., park an armored 

car atop the silo as a precaution.

1967—Lester Maddox, a school drop-

out who gave ax handles to his restau-

rant customers to ward off  integration, 

becomes Governor of Georgia.

1957—Four black churches and 

homes of two black leaders in Bir-

mingham, Ala. are bombed.

1946—“I hate war as only a soldier 

who has lived it can, only as one who 

has seen its brutality, its stupidity,” 

traitorous U.S. Army Chief of Staff  

Dwight D. Eisenhower reveals in Ot-

tawa, Canada.

1920—Victor Berger (Socialist-Wis.) 

is refused a seat in Congress for oppos-

ing WW I.

1860—Th e Pemberton Mill in 

Lawrence, Mass., overloaded with 

machinery to boost profi ts, collapses 

killing 145 and injuring 166: worst in-

dustrial disaster in state history.

1855—Th e last 88 Clackamas Indians 

sign away the best timberland in Ore-

gon for $500 and some food.

1776—In Philadelphia, Common 

Sense is published, by Th omas Paine, 

who eschews all royalties.

2008—“Th ere will be a signed peace 

treaty [between Israel and the Pales-

tinians] by the time I leave offi  ce,” says 

George W.[MD] Bush.

2003—“You can count on this,” Don-

ald Rumsfeld tells Saudi Prince Ban-

dar, showing plans for the Iraq War. 

“Th is is going to happen.” 

2002—Joe Foss, 86, ex-Governor of 

South Dakota, is detained at a Phoe-

nix airport; security personnel mis-

take his Medal of Honor for a weapon.

2000—“Rarely is the question asked,” 

says George W.[MD] Bush, “is our 

children learning?”

1974—Joint Chiefs Chair Admiral 

Moorer is reported to have spied on 

the executive branch to get secret info 

on U.S. diplomatic initiatives.

1964—Twenty-three years after 

journalist George Seldes warns that 

smoking is hazardous to health, the 

U.S. Surgeon General does, too.

1943—Anarchist newspaperman Car-

lo Tresca is gunned down in New York 

City, probably by Carmine Galante on 

orders from Generoso Pope, Sr., as a 

favor for Mussolini.

1918—Edward Aloysius Murphy Jr., 

of “Murphy’s Law,” is born.

1917—Fire consumes 39 buildings 

comprising a munitions plant in 

Lyndhurst,  N.J. Switchboard opera-

tor Tessie McNamara’s warnings help 

1,400 workers escape.

1912—In Lawrence, Mass., 32,000 

women and children strike for bread 

— and for roses, too.

1991—Congress authorizes the fi rst 

Bush vs. Hussein War.

1984—Reagan Deputy Secretary of 

Defense W. Paul Th ayer resigns after 

being charged with insider trading. 

He ends up in the can.

1971—Rev. Philip Berrigan is indict-

ed for conspiring to kidnap Henry 

Kissinger and bomb federal buildings.

1962—U.S. helicopters fl y their fi rst 

combat mission in South Vietnam.

1954—Secretary of State John Foster 

Dulles announces that containment 

of Communism is “out” and massive 

retaliation is “in.”

1951—Convicted of bombing an air-

liner, wheelchair-bound Albert Guay 

rolls to Canadian gallows.

1943—Federal bureaucrats announce 

that hot dogs will henceforth contain 

less meat and more soybeans, and be 

called “victory sausages.”

1932—Ms. Hattie Wyatt Caraway 

(D-Ark.) becomes the fi rst woman 

elected to the U.S. Senate.

1928—Ruth Snyder becomes the fi rst 

woman ever photographed as she’s be-

ing killed in an electric chair.

1864—Kit Carson and his fellow 

heroes kill 23 Navajos in Canyon de 

Chelly, Arizona Territory.

1833—Congress makes it illegal 

for any Indian to remain within the 

bounds of the state of Florida.

1641—James City, Va. passes a law 

saying if an Indian commits a crime, 

the fi rst Indian caught must pay the 

penalty—even with his life. 

2002—George W.[MD] Bush pass-

es out and hits the fl oor of the White 

House. He blames a pretzel, but an 

ex-British Foreign Secretary later says 

that lab techs found alcohol in a sam-

ple of Bush’s blood.

1992—Japan apologizes for having 

made sex slaves of tens of thousands of 

Korean women during WW II.

1987—Lee Atwater says the Reagan 

anti-drug campaign was “the epitome 

of the fad issue, a classic really. It came 

and went in three weeks, max.”

1974—Dr. Hunter S. Th ompson 

throws a Super Bowl party; one guest: 

George W.[MD] Bush.

1964—Cumberland, Md. gets lucky: a 

B-52 crashes, but its nukes don’t blow.

1961—In a house 100 yards from the 

home of the future editor of this paper, 

Alan Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac take 

psilocybin provided by Tim Leary.

1947—Th e Supreme Court tells 

states, if at fi rst you don’t succeed at 

electrocuting a man, try, try again.

1946—In Paris, 500 GIs adopt an 

Enlisted Man’s Magna Carta. It calls 

for a radical reform of the master-slave 

relationship between offi  cers and en-

listed men .

1874—NYC Police Commissioner 

Abram Duryée says 1,600 cops beating 

unemployed demonstrators was “the 

most glorious sight I have ever seen.”

1842—William Brydon rides into 

Jalalabad alone, the sole survivor of 

4,500 British soldiers who began a re-

treat from Kabul a week earlier.

2005—“[M]an should never try to put 

words in God’s mouth,” says George 

W.[MD] Bush on TV. 

2000—“Th is is still a dangerous 

world … of madmen and uncertainty 

and potential mental losses,” warns 

George W.[MD] Bush.

1969—Near Hawaii, a rocket explo-

sion aboard the nuke-powered U.S.S. 

Enterprise starts a fi re. Th e fi re sets off  

about 18 500-lb. bombs, killing 27 

and injuring 85.

1967—Th e First Human Be-In is 

held, in San Francisco.

1957—“I never should have switched 

from Scotch to Martinis,” says the dy-

ing Humphrey Bogart.

1898—Death of Rev. Charles L. 

Dodgson, author and fervent admirer 

of little girls.

1893—Joseph Conrad quits the sea of 

salt water for a sea of ink.

1878—Th e U.S. Supreme Court con-

fi rms the right of railroads to provide 

unequal levels of service on the basis 

of race.

1850—Imprisoned anarchist Mik-

hail Bakunin, 35, is sentenced to 

death. Th at sentence is suspended, 

he spends years in a dungeon,  comes 

down with scurvy, is sent to Siberia, 

escapes, travels the world making 

trouble for authorities, and eventual-

ly dies in Switzerland at 62.

1794—Dr. Jesse Bennett performs 

the fi rst successful Caesarean section 

in the U.S., in Edom, Va., on his own 

wife.

2009—Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger 

safely lands a malfunctioning Airbus 

on the Hudson River.

2000—G.W.[MD] Bush promises an 

administration that “will see service 

to our country as a great privilege and 

who will not stain the house.”

1992—George Herbert [Hoover] 

Walker Bush, campaigning in N.H., 

says “[W]e are blessed. So don’t feel 

sorry for…don’t cry for me, Argentina.”

1989—On Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 

birthday, President Reagan says some 

civil rights leaders are “doing very 

well … keeping alive the feeling that 

they’re victims of prejudice.”

1968—Near Dak To, SP/5 Dwight 

H. Johnson engages so fi ercely in a 

fi refi ght that he is later awarded the 

Medal of Honor. In 1971 he’s shot to 

death in a suicidal robbery.

1968—Jeanette Rankin, 87, Con-

gresswoman who voted against WW 

I and WW II, leads a march against 

the Vietnam War.

1961—Air Force’s “Texas Tower 4,” 

damaged during construction and 

again by Hurricane Donna, collapses 

into the Atlantic 60 miles off  New Jer-

sey with a loss of 28 lives.

1943—Future S.C. Senator Strom 

Th urmond has backseat sex with mur-

derer Sue Logue as she’s being driven 

to the electric chair.

1919—In Boston, a badly-built tank 

collapses, releasing a fl ood of molas-

ses—a raw material for war munitions; 

21 die, 150 are injured.  

2008—Megachurch pastor, Bushian 

“Point of Light,” and confessed serial 

adulterer Earl Paulk confesses to per-

jury: he did sleep with his sister-in-law. 

Also, his “nephew” is really his son.

2003—Space Shuttle Columbia takes 

off  for the last time.

1996—Mistaken for a drug traffi  ck-

er, Jimmy Buff et and his seaplane are 

fi red on near Jamaica.

1986—Th e Dept. of Energy an-

nounces a seven-year search for a nu-

clear waste dump site. One potential 

site: Hillsborough, N.H.

1981—Jeanne Kirkpatrick is con-

fi rmed as Ambassador to the UN. 

Within days she complains that her 

offi  ce, her limo, her staff , and her se-

curity are “inadequate.”

1980—Anti-drug pencils are recalled 

in New York: “Too Cool to Do Drugs” 

becomes, on sharpening, “Cool to Do 

Drugs,” then “Do Drugs.”

1979—Rep. Michael Myers [D-Pa.] 

is charged with assault and battery 

after a drunken brawl.

1972—Vesna Vulovi  falls 33,000 

feet from a bombed DC-9, lands on a 

snow-covered slope, and lives.

1936—Serial killer and cannibal Al-

bert Fish is executed at Sing Sing.

1920—Prohibition takes eff ect: 13 

years to the next legal drink.

1917—German Foreign Secretary A. 

Zimmermann telegraphs his ambas-

sador in Mexico to propose a German/

Mexican alliance and off ering the re-

turn of Texas, N. M., and Ariz.

2014—NRA Board Member Ted 

Nugent, on TV, calls President 

Obama a “mongrel,” and says liberals 

should be prosecuted for treason.

2003—George W.[MD] Bush tells 

wounded troops at Walter Reed we 

“must provide the best care” for vet-

erans the same day the VA cuts off  

health care for 164,000 veterans.

2003—Gertrude Janeway, the last 

known widow of a Union Civil War 

veteran, dies at 93. When they mar-

ried, he was 81 and she was 18.

1998—As Drudge is reporting that 

Newsweek has spiked a story about his 

having sex with an intern, Bill Clinton 

denies under oath having had sex with 

Monica Lewinsky.

1991—Gulf (& Exxon) War I begins 

with air attacks on Iraq.

1986—Ronald Reagan, 74, has pol-

yps removed and  authorizes the secret 

(and illegal) sale of weapons to Iran. 

1968—George W.[MD] Bush mirac-

ulously passes the Texas Air National 

Guard’s pilot aptitude test with a score 

of 25 percent.

1966—An Air Force tanker and a 

B-52 collide over Spain, dropping 

H-bombs & scattering radiation.

1961—Good ol’ Ike warns against 

the “acquisition of unwarranted in-

fl uence” by the “Military-Industrial 

Complex.”

1961—At the behest of CIA chief Al-

len Dulles, Katangan rebels murder 

deposed Congolese Prime Minister 

Patrice Lumumba.

1990—Washington, D.C. Mayor 

Marion Barry is busted in a drug sting.

1982—During a training mission at 

Indian Springs, Ariz., four Air Force 

Th underbirds fl y their T-38 jets into 

the ground.

1969—Peace talks begin in Paris be-

tween U.S. and Vietnam.

1943—Th e Red Army breaks the 

890-day Nazi siege of Leningrad.

1941—Epinard, one of the great race 

horses of its time, is stolen in France. 

Th e nag is later discovered hauling a 

delivery wagon.

1932—Spanish anarchists proclaim a 

libertarian commune; the government 

soon jails its members.

1911—In San Francisco Bay, Eugene 

B. Ely becomes the fi rst man to land a 

plane on a ship.

1884—Five are killed and many in-

jured when a steam boiler explodes at 

the Wallace Brothers Shoe factory in 

Rochester, N.H. Its malfunctioning 

safety valve had been weighted down 

with bricks. 

1863—Apache chief Mangas Colo-

rado, having entered Fort McLane, 

N.M. under a fl ag of truce, is mana-

cled, tortured, then shot. His skull is 

sent to a phrenologist.

 1676—Rhode Islander Joshua Teff t, 

the Algonquin-speaking widower 

of a Wampanoag woman, accused 

of high treason during the Great 

Swamp Fight, becomes the only En-

glishman ever drawn and quartered 

in North America. 

2004—Weeks after telling Chris 

Matthews, “we’re going to break up 

the giant media enterprises,” Howard 

Dean addresses a screaming crowd in 

Iowa. Video techs create a clip using 

sound from his mike only. It is aired 

633 times over the next four days.

2001—On his last full day in offi  ce, 

Bill Clinton admits he perjured him-

self when he denied having sex with 

Monica Lewinsky. 

1996—Hollywood producer Don 

Simpson’s $2,000/day drug habit kills 

him at the age of 52.

1977—Th e day after Miami-Dade 

County bars discrimination against 

gays, it snows in Miami.

1968—Th e AEC tries to placate 

Howard Hughes by exploding an 

H-bomb 90 miles further away from 

his penthouse, but the ground’s no 

good for it.

1915—Two Britons are killed and 

three injured in the fi rst Zeppelin at-

tack of WW I.

1915—F actory guards in Roosevelt, 

N.J. shoot 20 rioting strikers.

1847—Charles Bent, the new Ter-

ritorial Governor of New Mexico, is 

scalped at his Taos home in front of his 

wife and children.

1810—Portsmouth’s temperature 

drops 50 degrees overnight.

1809—Edgar Allan Poe is born in 

Boston, a city he grew to loathe.

1570—In Linlithgow, the Earl of 

Moray becomes the fi rst man to be 

assassinated with a fi rearm.

2009—Administering the Oath of 

Offi  ce to President Obama off  the top 

of his head, Chief Justice John Roberts 

blows his lines. 

2009—Top Congressional Repub-

licans gather and scheme to sabotage 

the administration of the newly-inau-

gurated President.

2005—J.P. Morgan Chase admits 

two banks it swallowed had taken 

slaves as collateral years before.

2001—George W.[MD] Bush be-

comes #43. Chaos ensues.

1981—Minutes after Ronald Reagan 

is sworn in as president, 52 American 

hostages in Iran are released: a coin-

cidence. He goes on to trade arms for 

hostages, bankroll the future al-Qae-

da, rob Social Security, and triple the 

national debt.

1942—Nazi offi  cials at Wannsee de-

termine a “fi nal Solution” to the “Jew-

ish problem.”

1936—England’s King George V 

is euthanized with an injection of 

cocaine and morphine, timed so 

his death could be reported in the 

more-dignifi ed morning newspapers, 

rather than the evening rags. His last 

words were, “God damn you.” 

1932—A peasant uprising begins in 

El Salvador, eventually leading to the 

Matanza Massacre in which 30,000 

are killed.

1902—In the Philippines, U.S. Major 

Littleton Waller summarily executes 

11 native guides. He is acquitted of 

murder at court-martial. 

2001—Th e New York Times, ignoring 

20,000 jeering demonstrators, reports 

George W.[MD] Bush’s inauguration 

may bring a “new era of … social jus-

tice.”

2000—”When I was coming up,” says 

George W.[MD] Bush, “it was a dan-

gerous world, and you knew exactly 

who they were. It was us vs. them, and 

it was clear who them was.”

1997—Newt Gingrich becomes the 

fi rst Speaker of the House to be disci-

plined for unethical behavior.

1996—Bill and Monica enjoy their 

fi fth illicit encounter.

1981—National Security Advisor 

Dick Allen does Nancy Reagan a fa-

vor, intercepting gifts from a Japanese 

reporter the law prohibits her from 

accepting. She repays the favor by 

exploiting that act to get Allen fi red.

 1977—Pres. Carter issues a blanket 

pardon to all Vietnam draft dodgers.

1968—Th e NVA begins a 78-day 

siege of U.S. Marines at Khe Sanh. 

Outnumbered 5 to 1 and suff ering 737 

KIA/MIA, Marines prevail.

1968—A malfunctioning heat-

er ignites unauthorized foam seats 

aboard a B-52 over Greenland caus-

ing it to crash and scatter parts of four 

H-bombs.

1959—Former Little Rascal Carl 

“Alfalfa” Switzer is fatally shot in the 

belly by a bear-hunting companion in 

a dispute over a lost dog.

1908—A new law bans smoking on 

New York streets—by women.
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