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Photojournalist Faces 60 Years for Videotaping D.C. Protest Riot
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Th e Fortnightly Rant

Th anksgiving: Hotbed of Subversion

A multi-count felony trial of 
a photojournalist arrested 

while covering inauguration pro-
tests last January began on Mon-
day in Washington, D.C. District 
Court.

Charged with felony rioting, 
inciting a riot, conspiracy to riot, 
and destruction of property, Alexei 
Wood faces up to 60 years in pris-
on for moving alongside and vid-
eotaping rioters as they protested 
President Donald Trump’s inaugu-
ration. According to Wood, he was 
livestreaming—videotaping the 
protest and putting the event on the 
internet as it happened. He said the 
livestream is still online, and it shows 
he did nothing wrong.

“It documents everything I said or 
didn’t say, do or didn’t do—clear ev-
idence,” Wood said. “Even the judge 

said there was ‘zero evidence’ I did 
property destruction.”

Wood is one of seven journalists 
who, with a group of more than 200 
protesters, were penned in and ar-
rested that day. Charges against fi ve 
of the journalists have been dropped.

Th e prosecution is arguing that 
by being with the group, Wood was 
“conspiring to riot,” and participat-
ing in the destruction of property. 
Reporters and photojournalists cov-
ering riots are sometimes swept up 
with protesters, and the nature of 
their work means they often have 
audio, video or photographic records 
of an event.

In many cases, those who are ar-
rested see their charges dropped. 
Part of the diff erence in Wood’s case 
seems to be that he is a freelance 
journalist, and therefore no news 

organization is helping with his de-
fense.

He has a government-appoint-
ed lawyer, and Wood remains stoic 
about his situation.

“I feel righteous in my innocence,” 
he said. “I know I didn’t do anything, 
and I have it recorded that I didn’t 
do anything. I just sit back and the 
system does its thing and I either—
it either grinds me up or it doesn’t.”

He said prosecutors are using his 
video in their case against the riot-
ers, but at the same time seem to 
be ignoring the fact that it shows 
he didn’t participate. Th e videos are 
available online at LexShoots.com.

Five windows were broken during 
the protest, and one limousine was 
burned.

[Th is report draws on material pro-
vided by soundbitesource.com.]

2020 Census: The New Gerrymandering?
Surely everyone knows by now 
how Republicans leveraged their 
success in 2010 statewide elections 
by using the redistricting process 
to gerrymander the bejesus out 
of Congressional District maps. 
An AP analysis published in June 
found that gerrymandering gave 
Republicans as many as 22 addi-
tional U.S. House seats.

If Republicans could pick up 
nearly two dozen extra seats by 
fi ddling with straight Census data, 
imagine what they could do with 
bogus numbers!

“What?” asks our imaginary 
in-house Republican interlocutor, 
“Are you suggesting that the Party 
of Lincoln would stoop to manipu-
lating data for political gain? Th at’s 
an outrageous slur, sir.” To which we 

respond, “We may have been born at 
night, but it wasn’t last night.”

Rep. Trey Gowdy [R–S.C.], 
Chair of the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee 
which oversees the Census—appar-
ently suff ering a perplexing bout of 
Intermittent Fiscal Concern Syn-
drome, even as Congress is giving 
$1.5 trillion to the fi lthy rich—is 
determined to hold the cost of the 
2020 Census to half that of the 2010 
Census.

Meanwhile, the Washington Ex-
aminer, propaganda arm for Right 
Wing billionaire Philip Anschutz, is 
peddling scare stories about possible 
“fraud and double counting.”

We’ll have to keep an eye on this.

Thanksgiving has once again 
come and gone. We hope all 

our readers savored the holiday—it 
can’t possibly remain on the menu 
for long. It’s far too subversive of 
the American way of life.

What? Th anksgiving is un-Amer-
ican? It’s just a harmless annual re-
minder that we should all eat well 
and be thankßful for what we have!

Exactly—that’s just the sort of 
wishy-washy, feel-good, liberal dot-
ing which makes people susceptible 
to communism ripe targets for ter-
rorists. 

According to today’s dominant 
ideology—adherence to which is 
mandatory for Republicans, and 
resistance to which is dangerous 
for Democrats—one thing is clear: 
if you don’t work you shouldn’t ex-
pect to eat. So, the next time Uncle 
Jake complains that his spine and 
kidneys are shot after driving truck-
loads of Doritos from coast to coast 
for forty years, do him a favor. Tell 
him to man up, learn how to write 
code, or groom poodles, and get off  
the dole. It will do wonders for his 
self-respect.

On a larger scale, Th anksgiving 
must be purged from the calendar 
because it represents an existential 
threat to our economy. 

Being grateful for what you have 
undermines your desire to own new 
junk products. You may not think 
you need Griffi  n Technology’s new 
Bluetooth-enabled digital toaster (a 
bargain at $99), LED-illuminated 
eyelashes, or shoes with built-in vac-
uum cleaners, and you may very well 
be right—but your country needs 
you to want them. If Americans 
stopped purchasing useless items, 
the economy would go into reces-
sion overnight.

If an excess of gratitude were al-
lowed to fester, it would call into 
question the utility of the advertising 
industry itself, which has expended 
enormous amounts of resources hon-

ing the covetousness of the Amer-
ican public. Although its vital role 
generally goes unrecognized, the 
$200-billion advertising racket is re-
ally the foundation of our economy. 
If the producers of new junk prod-
ucts lost their faith in advertising, 
consumer spending—the mighty 
engine that drives the U.S. economy, 
and, ultimately, the world’s—would 
collapse like a house of cards.

No ritual so corrosive to our new, 
virile values can possibly be allowed 
to endure. Clearly, Thanksgiving 
must go.

While our 26 decades in the news 
racket have allowed us to develop the 
very particular set of skills required 
to perceive this alarming problem, a 
diff erent set of skills will be required 
to gin up a propaganda campaign 
capable of selling the termination of 
Th anksgiving to the general public.

Th at may sound like an impossi-
ble task, but between the force of the 
combined wills of today’s oligarchs, 
and the collective skills of their cadre 
of fl unkies, they will fi nd a way.

Th e skills are certainly on tap. 
Why else would Americans for 
Prosperity, the Heritage Foundation, 
the American Enterprise Institute, 
and dozens of other tax-deductible 
operations maintain their respec-
tive sheltered workshops? Hordes 
of otherwise-unemployable, bow-
tie wearing Ayn Rand fanboys are 
standing by, waiting for the order to 
explain that, not only should turkeys 
not be pardoned, the whole damned 
holiday should have its socialistic 
head cut off .

Th ese parties have already proven 
they have the power to do this sort 
of thing. Th ey have successfully in-
stituted, over the past forty years, a 
comprehensive system of welfare for 
the wealthy and rugged individual-
ism for the poor, the weak, and the 
sick. Th e arc of history is indeed 
long, but judging from, to pick a 
date at random, the assassination 

of Martin Luther King Jr. to now, it 
appears to be bending from a demo-
cratic republic, with detours through 
neo-conservatism and neo-liberal-
ism, straight on through to neo-feu-
dalism. At this point our benevolent 
corporate overlords are just tidying 
up the loose ends.

All that had been missing be-
fore this phase of the operation 
could commence was a buff oon in 
the Oval Offi  ce so horrifyingly en-
tertaining that he could divert the 
attention of today’s alleged news 
media enough for the pilfering to 
proceed unabated and unreported.

We are now witnessing, under the 
guise of “tax reform,” the greatest 
theft in history. If they succeed, the 
undeserving rich will get a massive 
tax cut and “relief ” from business 
regulation, while the rest of us see 
large spending cuts to already paltry 
programs. Th e success of this ven-
ture might best be measured by the 
death toll, as the weakest among us 

starve in environmental squalor. 
Apparently American work-

ers—the Golden Gooses who have 
supplied so many eggs for so long—
are no longer needed in this age of 
information and automation, so it’s 
been deemed safe to perform the 
fi nal act plunder: just go ahead and 
cook ‘em.

We can understand why some 
might think that this theory is 
somewhat far-fetched—many peo-
ple have been avoiding the news 
lately, and who could blame them?

Since this assault on a livable 
America has so many disparate 
components, it’s impossible for us to 
provide a comprehensive list.

One signature move stands out: 
the impending destruction of the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau [CFPB]. A self-funded agency 
created after Wall Street nearly de-
stroyed the global economy, in six 
years under Richard Cordray the 
CFPB retrieved $12 billion from 

rogue corporations and returned it 
to the 30 million consumers from 
whom it had been swindled. Appar-
ently such activity is now considered 
restraint of trade. 

Cordray will apparently be re-
placed by Mike Mulvaney, former 
owner of a few Salsarita’s Fresh 
Cantina franchises in North Caro-
lina. Mulvaney has reportedly called 
the CFPB a “sick, sad joke,” and said 
its lending rules are “absolutely ab-
surd.”

Considering the pace and gravi-
ty of these depradations, it’s not too  
soon to consider forming a citizens 
brigade to stand watch at the Na-
tional Archives. 

At the rate these birds are go-
ing, it’s just a matter of time before 
they get the idea that they can crack 
open the titanium cases protecting 
the Constitution and Bill of Rights 
and make a few handy changes to 
the parchments with one of Donald 
Trump’s Sharpies.
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Constitutional Convention:
The most dangerous idea

in American politics
by Karen Hobart Flynn,
President of Common Cause

At a time of political instability 
and unprecedented challenges to 
our political system, protecting 
the Constitution and its fi rst 10 
Amendments, the Bill of Rights, 
is more important than ever. Th ese 
founding documents guarantee 
our freedom of speech, freedom 
of religion, the right to bear arms 
and many of the other rights and 
liberties we take for granted. But a 
vote in Wisconsin this month put 
our nation dangerously close to the 
convening of a modern-day Con-
stitutional Convention that could 
rewrite these seminal documents.

Th e very real possibility of a 21st 
century, special interest-backed 
Constitutional Convention is the 
most dangerous threat to our de-
mocracy that most Americans have 
never heard of.

Rewriting our founding doc-
uments is an irresponsible and 
unwise idea in an era of extreme po-
litical polarization, in which the very 
richest among us wield the kind of 
political power the nation’s founders 
warned against. But regrettably, we 
are precariously close to going down 
a path that could result in a complete 
overhaul of the Constitution.

Under Article V of the Constitu-
tion, a call by 34 states would require 
Congress to convene a convention 
that could add amendments to the 
Constitution or perhaps even draft 
a new Constitution. Th e existing 
Constitution’s text is vague, howev-
er, and does not include any rules for 
a convention. How delegates would 
be selected, how people and states 
would be represented and what is-
sues could be brought up in an Arti-
cle V convention remains unknown.

By most counts, Wisconsin is 
the 28th state to call for an Article 
V convention for the purpose of 
adopting an amendment requiring a 
balanced federal budget. Th e Penn-
sylvania Legislature passed a similar 
call in 1979.

A crane lifted the Music Hall ’s new marquee into place on Saturday. Th e 
timing was excellent; high winds the day before and the day after would 
have made that delicate operation quite precarious. Now that it’s in place, 
the critique can begin. Speaking of aesthetics, some readers may wonder 
what happened to the ugly utility wires which they might expect to see 
vertically bisecting the sky in this photo. Our Wandering Photographer, 
in blatant violation of the rules of photojournalism, insisted that they be 
expunged. Anyone off ended is cordially invited to grab the writing imple-
ment of his  choice and draw them on his own copy of this newspaper. 

While convention proponents 
argue that a convention can be lim-
ited to a single subject, the lack of 
rules means anything could be on 
the table. Th e Constitution provides 
no clear guidance, and most legal 
scholars agree that there is no way 
to limit a convention to one specifi c 
issue. Ultimately, a convention could 
devolve into chaos.

Many convention proponents 
make no eff ort to hide their alterna-
tive motives. Advocates for the Con-
vention of States, a campaign to call 
a convention to limit federal power 
and put term limits on members 
of the judiciary and Congress, are 
publicly talking about turning back 
decisions by the Supreme Court 
and Congress on marriage equality, 
health care, environmental protec-
tion and abortion. Th e entire Con-
stitution and every American’s rights 
could be up for grabs. Even the high 
threshold for ratifying amendments 
— a majority vote in three-fourths 
of our state legislatures—could be 
lowered to ram through the product 
of a “runaway convention.”

With so much at stake, it is 
hard to imagine that the same 
deep-pocketed special interests 
that wield such power in Washing-
ton and Harrisburg would not pay 
whatever it takes to call the tune at a 
constitutional convention.

Th e American Legislative Ex-
change Council (ALEC), a secretive 
corporate lobbying group that mas-
querades as a charity, has endorsed 
the Convention of States initiative 
and also is behind the eff ort to call 
a Constitutional Convention for a 
balanced-budget amendment. On 
the left, some activists are calling for 
a Constitutional Convention to deal 
with our campaign fi nance mess by 
overturning the Supreme Court’s 
decision in the Citizens United case. 
As a longtime advocate for cam-
paign fi nance reform, I know how 
important it is to overturn Citizens 
United and restore balance to our 
democracy, but I also understand 
that the convening of a Constitu-
tional Convention is courting di-
saster. Common Cause proactively 
supports amending the Constitution 

in the traditional manner—through 
Congress and the state legislatures, 
one issue at a time.

In Pennsylvania, the Legislature 
adopted a convention call decades 
ago for a balanced-budget amend-
ment and is currently considering 
the more extreme call for a Con-
vention of States. Th ese measures 
are direct threats to every Pennsyl-
vanian’s Constitutional rights. Con-
vention-supporting legislators in 
Harrisburg should consider the big 
picture, reconsider their position and 
reverse course to rescind their pre-
vious Article V convention applica-
tions, just as Delaware, New Mexico, 
Maryland, and Nevada have recently 
done.

Th e dangers of a Constitutional 
Convention raise major concerns 
for anyone who cares about basic 
liberties and civil rights. We are now 
just six states away from this disaster. 
Given the intemperate, uncompro-
mising polarization that characteriz-
es our politics at the moment, there 
may not ever have been a worse time 
in our nation’s history to assemble 
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delegates to overhaul our Constitu-
tion.

To protect every American’s 
civil rights and liberties, Pennsyl-
vania legislators should buck the 
big-money forces pushing this bad 
idea by rescinding its previous call 
for an Article V convention and 
deep-sixing the extremist proposal 
for a Convention of States. Th ere 
is simply too much at stake to let 
special interests call the shots in an 
overhaul of our Constitution.

Karen Hobert Flynn is president of 
Common Cause, a nonpartisan, non-
profit, good-government watchdog 
with affi  liates in 35 states and more 
than one million members.

Helicopter Crash Kills Texas Man
TexasHomePage.com reported 
Tuesday that Gideon William 
Carmichael, 25, died when the 
Robinson R22 helicopter he was 
fl ying crashed in Electra, Texas.

Carmichael was reportedly herd-
ing cattle when “the tail of the heli-
copter got caught on a power line, 
and in a matter of seconds, the he-
licopter was engulfed in fl ames.” 
Carmichael was the machine’s only 
occupant.

The Press Room
We had to ask: who are these bold 
souls who have dared to assume 
stewardship of Portsmouth’s iconic 
Press Room? 

Here’s how they answered.

Chris Greiner, Operations Di-
rector, who will manage the Press 
Room’s day-to-day aff airs: 

“I guess I’m just a glutton for pun-
ishment. I’m also someone who’s 
as fond of this community as any 
carpetbagger could be. Eight years 
ago—after a decade of insinuating 
myself into the local arts scene in 
various ways—I founded an organi-
zation that aimed to pay tribute to 
the spirit of the past generation of 
artists who defi ned the creative com-
munity I came to know by establish-
ing a home for the next generation 
of pioneers and innovators. In a cer-
tain way renovating and recalibrat-
ing Th e Press Room—arguably our 
most important for-profi t cultural 
and community institution—is of a 
piece with the work I was doing at 
3S, this time with a little more brick, 
more beer, and more autonomy. To 
get to the heart of your question, 
though, it’s a privilege to have been 
passed the torch of Th e Press Room. 
When multiple strangers track you 
down to say, ‘don’t [bleep] it up,’ you 
know you’re dealing with a precious 
commodity. We’re looking to have 
a lot of fun; but, needless to say, we 
take the responsibility of steward-
ship seriously.”

Josh Sheets, Managing Director, 
who will focus on strategic over-
sight of the business, as he continues 
to run Trigger House, the Ports-

Th e  Press Room’s new management team: Chris Greiner (l.), Operations 
Director, and Josh Sheets, Managing Director.

mouth-based marketing agency he 
founded: 

“I grew up in the Seacoast and, 
through my twenties, held pret-
ty much every hospitality position 
imaginable. Th ose jobs led to oppor-
tunities in event management, and 
ultimately evolved into producing 
more formal experiential marketing 
campaigns, which is what I continue 
to do today at Trigger House here in 
Portsmouth. Th e connection back to 
Th e Press Room might not be obvi-
ous at fi rst glance, but both worlds 
operate on similar principles: we’re 
creating space for people to gather 
and curating experiences that have 
transportive, emotional eff ects on 
guests. Done well, I’m convinced it’s 
as close as we come to experiencing 
real magic (at least without the help 
of hallucinogens). 

“Like so many locals I’ve watched 
Portsmouth’s evolution over the last 
few decades, and it’s a very Ameri-
can story—one that’s been unfold-
ing in cities across the country for 
some time. Regardless of your feel-
ings about growth and it’s eff ects, I 
believe we’re all responsible to play 
our part in preserving the cultural 
pillars that helped build the attrac-
tion to the city in the fi rst place. 
For me, Th e Press Room is one of 
those places, now for more than 40 
years, and I’m really excited to have a 

chance to help carry on it’s legacy of 
celebrating music, the arts and great 
times with good friends. 

“Check back in on us in a few 
months—this is going to be a fun 
ride.”
Can You Help Expand Our Distribution?

For longer than we care to admit, 
we have been, frankly, fantasiz-
ing about a method we could use 
to expand our distribution rather 
dramatically, at a ridiculously low 
cost. 

Th is morning we got an email 
which we took to be a sign that it’s 
time to follow the advice of the Sage 
of Walden Pond: “If you have built 
castles in the air, your work need not 
be lost; that is where they should 
be. Now put the foundations under 
them.”

We do not have a plan in place to 
carry out this expansion, but, then, 
we didn’t have a plan in place when 
we initially commandeered this 
newspaper in 1989, nor when we 
resumed regularly-scheduled, fort-
nightly publication in 1999. As we 
did on those occasions, our plan is 
to more or less wing it. Somehow 
we’ve managed to put out a paper 
every other Friday for the last 484 
fortnights, for an estimated total of 
about 2,420,000 copies, so perhaps 
we’ll be able to get away with this, 
too.

Th e Action Item:
Th e email we received this morn-

ing which initiated this item was a 
request for newspapers from person 
working at a public institution near 
Victory Park in Manchester.

All we need to give this experi-
ment a trial run is a volunteer who 
lives in Portsmouth and commutes 
to work in Manchester, and who 
would be willing to carry one bun-
dle of papers along with them once 
per fortnight: a little side-trip on the 
way to work, drop off  the bundle off  
at the place where they’re expected, 
and you’re done. A bundle of 100 
Gazettes weighs all of fi ve pounds. 

Here’s why we find that little 
chore so exciting: Th e limiting factor 
in expanding the reach of a newspa-
per is not the cost of printing, but 
distribution. If we can cut our dis-
tribution cost to zero, our potential 
to expand our readership goes up 
exponentially. Th at bundle of papers 
will cost us fi ve bucks. If an average 
of 2.5 people read each paper, we’ve 
reached 250 people at a cost of two 
cents each. Th at is an extraordinarily 
cheap channel of mass communi-
cation in what  digit-heads call the 
analog world.

So—interested parties living in 
Portsmouth and commuting to 
Manchester, please email the editor 
at: editors@nhgazette.com.
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Government For Whom?
To the Editor:
During the campaign, both parties 

swore to fi x our decaying infrastruc-
ture, agreed on the need for tax reform, 
and admitted that health care, since it 
wasn’t perfect, needed some work. A 
tiny fl ower of hope raised its delicate 
head in the hearts of voters. Maybe 
Republicans and Democrats could put 
aside acrimony, fi nd common ground 
to address these vital issues and get 
something done!

Wrong! Republicans immediate-
ly went to work trying to destroy the 
ACA while failing to fi gure out a re-
placement. “Who knew health care 
was so complicated!” 

So they refocused on “tax reform.” 
Behind closed doors, without joint 
committee meetings or public hear-
ings, but with input from corporations 
and conservative think tanks, Repub-
licans with mind boggling speed re-
vealed a plan which provided hefty tax 
cuts for the top 10 percent, increased 
our national debt by 1.5 trillion dollars, 
and took another stab at eliminating 
health care for 13 million Americans. 

By their own admission this bill is 
for their wealthy donors. According 
to Rep. Chris Collins, Republican of 
N.Y., donors have told him to “pass 
the GOP tax bill or don’t ever call” 
them again. Senator Lindsay Graham, 
Republican of S.C., said ”the fi nancial 
contributions will stop if Congress 
fails to pass a tax bill.”

Meanwhile, infrastructure as an 
issue seems to be disappearing. Ob-
viously, we can’t pay for that and tax 
cuts, too! 

Sounds to me like government of 
the wealthy, for the wealthy by the 
wealthy.

Cynthia Muse
Rye, N.H.
Cynthia:
Th e Editor mis-spent some of his youth 

in the East Bay area, where he was proud 
to be represented by Democratic Rep. Ron 
Dellums, whose name appeared on Nix-
on’s Enemies List. Dellums used to say 
we had “government of the people, by the 
powerful, for the rich.” He was right then, 
and it’s only gotten worse since.

Th e Editor

The GOP Tax Plan
To the Editor:
When Donald Trump ran for of-

fi ce he said he would lower business 
tax rates by eliminating tax loopholes. 
Who knew your property taxes and 
mortgage were tax loopholes for busi-
ness? Who knew your child’s student 
loans were either? Who knew those 
buying health insurance on the indi-
vidual market created tax loopholes 
for business? Th ese are some of the 
deductions being cut to pay for lower 
taxes on business while they keep their 
old loopholes. If you believe this is a 
middle class tax cut I have a bridge to 
sell you.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, N.H.
Walter:
You joke about a bridge for sale, but 

that’s probably next. Various libertarian 
crackpots in infl uential positions have 
been talking about the many benefi ts of 
privatizing infrastructure. We wouldn’t 
put it past Elaine Chao to announce that 
it costs too much to maintain the I-95 
bridge, and propose that it be sold to Koch 
Industries. 

Th e Editor
–=≈=–

The Big Freeze
To the Editor:
Glaciers! Th ey lock up trillions of 

gallons of potable water, just like to-
day’s plutocrats lock up trillions of 
dollars, keeping it out of circulation 
unless you’re willing to pay them a 
hefty price!

Money is a great concept. If I raise 
goats and my dentist doesn’t need one, 
I can pay him with money instead. 
It’s a fantastic idea, or was until a few 
“smart guys” conjured a plan to screw 
it all up.

Th ese “smart” people understand 
that money, or the lack of it (called 
debt), is a very marketable commod-
ity. So they hoard cash, tons of it, and 
swap it back and forth until only a very 
few wealthy people sit atop massive 
private glaciers. Meanwhile, the rest 
of us struggle to fi nd a paltry ice cube! 
Money only helps people to prosper 
when it remains in circulation.

Which brings me to the brilliant tax 
plan our so-called “public servants” in 

the Republican party are planning to 
cram down our throats. If you’re feel-
ing a little dehydrated now, wait until 
the multinational money changers get 
a green light from the IRS to lock up 
even more cash faster than ever before!

As for collateral damage, experts tell 
us the current tax proposal will sink 
the Federal Government in debt, and 
history tells us any tax revenue left over 
after interest payments will likely go 
for war toys rather than infrastructure 
and health care. Still, we’ll continue to 
dutifully send bundles down to Wash-
ington annually, at the point of a gun, 
only to kiss it goodbye forever.

However, don’t despair. President 
Trump predicts the new plan will actu-
ally hurt wealthy people far more than 
anyone else. I guess he’s right, if you 
take into account pitchfork injuries 
that might result once we-the-Amer-
ican-people fi gure out what the hell 
just happened.

Rick Littefi eld
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
Jay Gould is said to have said, “I could 

hire one half of the working class to kill 
the other half.” 

We can’t help but wonder: would the 
plutocrat with the pitchfork monopoly re-
frain from selling enough product to fork 
all his fellow plutes?

Th e Editor
–=≈=–

Let Us Learn From Others
To the Editor:
People are usually pretty good at 

learning from the experience of oth-
ers. A neighbor tells us about a quicker 
or cheaper way of doing a home repair 
or improvement and we are quick to 
adapt that to our use. One company 
comes up with a new method of pro-
cessing an ingredient for an improved 
product and it will soon become the 
industry standard. A research lab sug-
gests a successful new protocol for 
identifying drug reactions and others 
will be quick to put similar procedures 

in place. Th e examples are endless. If 
something seems to be an advantage 
over past practices—if it works better, 
produces a better product, saves in-
come without diminishing the fi nal 
result—individuals and corporations 
are quick to learn and adapt what has 
proved to be successful for others. 

Why then do the wizards respon-
sible for running our federal govern-
ment not do the same? Two examples 
will suffi  ce. 

Transportation: numerous countries 
have better systems than we have in 
the U.S.—high speed trains and com-
muter rails that run often, effi  ciently, 
and on-time at a relatively aff ordable 
cost to the consumer; modern big-city 
airports with reliable direct connec-
tions to midtown hubs. Th e overall 
benefit to individuals, businesses, and 
communities is obvious to anyone 
visiting in Europe, for example, while 
in this country there are constant re-
ports of aged equipment, delays, in-
convenient schedules, accidents, and 
escalating costs. In our area Dover is 
fortunate in having better than average 
access to reliable train and bus service, 
but contrast that to the unenlight-
ened comments of our Governor that 
passenger rail service is a thing of the 
past and the annual eff orts by Repub-
licans in Congress to reduce or even 
eliminate funding for Amtrak and the 
FAA. 

Healthcare: Let’s be honest. Th ere 
are a number of countries that have a 
better healthcare system than the U.S., 
both in terms of costs and results. We 
have a relatively high infant mortality 
rate. We have a very high percentage 
of obese individuals, with all of the at-
tendant related health problems. Our 
present system of cost and accessibil-
ity actually discourages people from 
proper health treatment because of 
limited services in rural areas and lim-

ited insurance coverage for so many 
low income people. No system is per-
fect, perhaps, but why isn’t Congress 
willing to look at the eff orts of other 
countries and adopt what works well 
there for our own needs? 

Unfortunately, there are too many 
of our elected officials, again, mostly 
Republicans, who adamantly refuse 
to consider that someone somewhere 
else might possibly have a better way 
of doing things. Someone will say “lib-
erals” or “Socialism” and that is the end 
of any rational discussion. 

So while you and I, and businesses, 
corporations, and other organizations 
are more than willing—even eager—
to learn from the experience of others, 
our elected offi  cials will deliberately 
insulate themselves from any “outside” 
ideas on any number of issues and, as a 
result, continue to fall behind other in-
dustrialized nations in so many areas, 
all to the long-term detriment of the 
American people. 

Anthony McManus
Dover, N.H.
Anthony:
We’re reminded of the local fellow who 

developed an extremely fast, apparently 
stealthy boat which appears eminently 
suitable for clandestine littoral special 
forces work. He presented it to the Defense 
Department, which said, in eff ect, “Eh 
… .” Because the boat had been developed 
outside the usual Pentagon procurement 
system, it had no champions inside the 
system. It’s called the “not invented here” 
problem. Congress has it, too.

Th e Editor
–=≈=–

Pay Attention, General Kelly!
To the Editor:
When asked by the press about 

Donald Trump’s most recent twitter 
tantrum, White House Chief of Staff  
Gen. John Kelly responded by saying; 
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Hate Mail, &c.
to page six

“believe it or not, I do not follow the 
tweets.” He also stated that “he does 
not allow the staff  to respond.” In es-
sence, Trump’s Chief of Staff  is saying 
that he basically ignores the public 
comments made by the so-called lead-
er of the free world. In making these 
frank and honest comments about 
his boss, Gen. Kelly is admitting that 
Donald Trump is unstable, is unfi t to 
hold his offi  ce, and is a danger to our 
nation and the world.

While Gen. Kelly and his staff 
might ignore Trump’s tantrums, the 
rest of the world does not. Trump’s 
words, whether they come out of his 
mouth during a scripted speech or 
through his uncensored, angry tweets, 
have serious meaning and conse-
quences for the United States. Th ese 
tweets refl ect what Trump is actually 
thinking, and are a window into his 
very sick mind. Unfortunately, Kelly 
and the rest of the Republican lead-
ership, instead of recognizing the dan-
ger represented by Trump, continue to 
ignore and even enable his behavior. 
Th ey do so at the peril of the nation 
and the world.

Rich DiPentima, LTC, USAF, Ret.
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
America had the opportunity to learn 

from our debacle in Vietnam. Th e fi rst 
lesson should have been, don’t believe ev-
erything you hear from a general.

Instead we allowed Saint Ronald, a 
WW II slacker, to orchestrate a fl im-fl am 
of the fi rst order. Th rough subtle alchemy, 
the nation’s shame at its shabby treatment 
of Vietnam veterans was hammered into 
halos which now hover over every person 
in uniform, whether hero, bum, or crim-
inal.

Now we reap what we have sown.
Th e Editor

–=≈=–

Masters of War
To the Editor:
I’m wondering if some metric has 

been established for how many people 
must be slaughtered in order for the 
flag to be flown at half mast, in order 
that it not have to be flown perpetu-
ally in that state. And if perhaps the 
slaughter, to qualify, must be eff ected 
by means of that national symbol of 
freedom and self-expression, the gun. 
I don’t recall that the flag was at half-
staff  in the wake of the mere handful 
of people run down in New York City. 

Rational people are sick to death of 
the tired repetitive talking points prof-
fered, subsequent to each slaughter, 
by irresponsible people in positions of 
responsibility—thoughts and prayers, 
not the time to talk about guns, if ev-
erybody had a gun. Imagine if half a 
dozen people in the church in which 
the most recent bloodbath was per-
petrated had been “carrying”—how 
many more would likely die in a cross-
fi re among multiple “good guys” with 
guns drawn trying to identify and dis-
patch a “bad guy”? 

And what of the rights of people 
who would rather not carry: do we 
need a constitutional amendment to 
ensure the right to not bear arms? 

Perhaps the drafting of gun control 
legislation could be entrusted to Nobel 
laureate Bob Dylan, who wrote of the 
“Masters of War,” those whose blood-
stained lucre is earned from the man-
ufacture and sale of products that have 
no purpose other than to extinguish 
life, whether of people or animals, 
target shooting competitions being 
merely practice for achieving this end 
with greater precision: 

You fasten all the triggers
For the others to fire
Th en you set back and watch
When the death count gets higher 
Given that their playbook, the 

Bible, calls for beating swords into 
ploughshares, and their hand-wring-
ing lamentations over the rights of the 
unborn, it’s difficult to fathom how 
“Christians” can be advocates for Sec-
ond Amendment “rights”. [I recently 
encountered a refrigerator magnet 
picturing Jesus that reads: “Like Jesus 
would ever vote Republican or own a 
gun.”) One would think people devot-
ed to the teachings of Jesus (Buddha, 
Mohammed, et al.) would be more 
likely to be involved in helping to re-
alize the ambition of Dorothy Day, to 
“change the world—make it a little 
simpler for people to feed, clothe, and 
shelter themselves … by fighting for 
better conditions, by crying out un-
ceasingly for the rights of the workers, 
the poor, of the destitute.” 

Of the weapons merchants and 
their sychophant lobbyist supporters, 
chief among them the National Rifle 
Association, Dylan opines “Th at even 
Jesus would never / Forgive what you 
do.” His credentials for drafting legis-
lation to restrict the scourge of the gun 
culture are summed up the concluding 
two stanzas of “Masters of War”: 

Let me ask you one question
Is your money that good
Will it buy you forgiveness
Do you think that it could
I think you will find
When your death takes its toll
All the money you made
Will never buy back your soul
And I hope that you die
And your death’ll come soon
I will follow your casket
In the pale afternoon
And I’ll watch while you’re lowered
Down to your deathbed
And I’ll stand over your grave
‘Til I’m sure that you’re dead 
My sentiments exactly. 
John Simon
Portsmouth, N.H.
John:
Amen.
Th e Editor

Why Does the President Hate America?
To the Editor:
With so many real issues to be con-

cerned about (i.e. stopping #45 and 
the Republicans from stealing health-
care from tens of millions of citizens 
or passing their tax plan, which is 
nothing but a giveaway to and solid-
ifi cation of the wealthy ruling class 
at the expense of the vast majority of 
Americans), I vowed that I would not 
be distracted by the sophomore antics 
of #45. However, after observing his 
behavior on his current trip to Asia, 
I feel compelled to reach out and ask 
if the President of the United States 
really likes America?

Many people I’m talking to ask the 
same thing. Senator Bernie Sanders 
astutely pointed out in a Tweet today, 
“Well, at least Trump is consistent. 
Abroad, he has never met a leader of 
an authoritarian nation (Russia, Chi-
na, Saudi Arabia, Philippines) that he 
hasn’t liked. At home he shows con-
tempt for the U.S. Constitution and 
democracy.” Th is characterization of 
#45 makes perfect sense to me as he 
frequently heaps praise on autocratic 
strongmen (he was the fi rst to congrat-
ulate the leader of democratic Turkey 
for winning a referendum to give him 
dictatorial powers), has consistently at-
tacked the free press, the judiciary and 
anyone else with an opposing view and 
has eff ectively employed divisive iden-
tity politics to divide this country more 
than I’ve ever witnessed in my lifetime.

As a minimum, all Americans 
should be concerned, and even fi nd 
it strange, that the President, who 
took an oath to support and defend 
the Constitution against all enemies, 
foreign or domestic, has exhibited no 
concern, and refuses to acknowledge, 
that an adversarial nation attempted 
to undermine our democratic elec-
tions. His most recent explanation to 
exonerate Vladimir Putin was even 
countered by his own CIA chief, 
Mike Pompeo who strongly asserted: 
“Th e director stands by and has always 
stood by the January 2017 intelligence 
community assessment entitled: As-
sessing Russian Activities and Inten-
tions in Recent U.S. Elections. Th e 
intelligence assessment with regard 

to Russian election meddling has not 
changed.”

All this madness compels me to ask 
#45’s diehard supporters, “Why does 
the President hate America?”

Wayne H. Merritt
Dover, N.H.

–=≈=–
Save The Swamp

To the Editor:
Looks like Trump and his Repub-

licans have decided not to drain the 
swamp after all!

Nope, they’re just going to drain 
Medicaid and Medicare—oh, and 
your pension, too. Nothing like lim-
iting contributions to the old 401k to 
help out the middle class! Check out 
the Republican tax “reform” bill that’s 
going to “help the middle class.” Th e 
swamp seems to be quite safe, growing 
by the minute in fact!

Michael Frandzel
Portsmouth, N.H.

–=≈=–
The Fastest Thing in the Universe

To the Editor:
Th e fastest thing in the universe 

is the speed of light. Nothing can go 
faster than 186,282 miles per second. 
Th at adds up to 5.88 trillion miles 
per year. At that speed, light from 
the nearest star, 25 trillion miles away, 
takes 4.25 years to reach us. 

The national debt exceeds $20 
trillion. Th at is $633,612 dollars per 
second, 3.4 times the speed of light. 
Interest charges alone on our national 
credit card amount to $215,000 Mil-
lion this year. Th e Republican tax plan 
would deepen the debt $1,700 Million 
by lowering taxes for big corporations 
and the richest people. Th eir plan’s 
debt would go even deeper, except they 
are also raising taxes on middle-class 
earners and revoking the fi nancial ob-
ligations for aff ordable healthcare. 

How will this astronomical debt be 
repaid? Republicans plan to cut the 
Social Security and Medicare entitle-
ments that we have paid into all our 
lives. All this damage so the patrons 
who fi nance Republican Senators and 
Congressional Representatives can 
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Th e Northcountry Chronicle

Enduring Obamacare

More Mash Notes, Hate Mail, and Other Correspondence, from Page Five

 by William Marvel

After decades of borrowing noth-
ing and saving every dollar I 

could, I thought I would always be at 
least a little better off  as time passed. 
Having even a little cushion in reserve 
off ers a warm if disproportionate 
sense of security and independence, 
and by close economy that illusion of 
comfort and safety grew slowly but 
steadily. Th en irresponsibility in our 
most powerful banking institutions 
brought our economy to its knees, 
and that—combined with techno-
logical developments—ended the 
accumulation of savings in my frugal 
household. Our incomes stalled and 
shrank, respectively, while the engi-
neered infl ation of “quantitative eas-
ing” eroded the value of what savings 
there were. We were better off  than 
chronic borrowers, but thereafter it 
was diffi  cult just to keep the same 
number of dollars, each of which was 
worth a lot less than the year before.

An enthusiastic new president 
tried to help the common folks re-
cover. Th e image of the government 
coming to help should have put me 
on my guard, but nine years ago I 
had great faith in Barack Obama.

His fi rst fi x was going to be af-

fordable health insurance. As a 
longtime recipient of VA health 
care, which I fi nd quite satisfactory 
and reasonably priced, I would have 
favored a single-payer system equiv-
alent to Medicare. Th e early aban-
donment of that option, followed by 
the failure to even try confronting 
the rapacious hospital, insurance, 
and pharmaceutical industries, scut-
tled my hope for real reform. Th ose 
shortcomings fatally fl aw the fi nal 
product.

A number of nonprofi t compa-
nies entered the picture, off ering 
rates that were actually aff ordable—
at fi rst. Th ose rates began to rise 
immediately as the nonprofi ts foun-
dered under increasing costs associ-
ated with meeting the requirements 
of the Aff ordable Care Act, such 
as accepting all clients regardless 
of health. Th e federal government 
was obliged to subsidize them for 
that higher risk, but those “risk ad-
justment” payments were based on 
average premium costs. Th at inevi-
tably worked against the companies 
that off ered the lowest premiums, 
and rewarded those that charged 
the most. One by one the cheaper 
nonprofi ts dropped out. Minuteman 
has now quit New Hampshire, and 

with it went the last pretense of af-
fordability. Last summer the Union 
Leader projected that Minuteman’s 
departure would lead to premium 
increases of “44 percent or high-
er” for a silver-level plan covering a 
40-year-old nonsmoking male.

“Higher” was the key word, as my 
wife discovered a couple of weeks 
ago. Minuteman was her company, 
and after enduring the hours-long 
torture of navigating websites for 
another policy, she found that the 
cheapest coverage she could get 
was from the notorious Anthem. 
Her premiums will leap from $321 
per month to $597 per month—an 
86-percent increase. Our proper-
ty-tax increase of more than 9 per-
cent almost pales by comparison, 
but between the two any fi nancial 
change we see will be negative.

When news of the premium in-
creases came last summer, Repub-
licans blamed it all on Obamacare 
itself, as might be expected. Just 
as predictably, Democrats blamed 
the uncertainty of Donald Trump’s 
equivocation about repealing the 
ACA. Minuteman’s departure ap-
pears to have prompted this year’s 
astronomical increase, and Min-
uteman’s complaint about unfair 

risk-adjustment calculations sounds 
plausible. That would make the 
soaring rates an unintended conse-
quence of Obamacare.

Th is year’s premium is only about 
20 percent higher than what my 
wife’s health insurance cost a decade 
ago, but that was a family plan with 
a token deductible. Th is year, $7,200 
only pays for a rust-level individual 
plan with a $6,500 deductible. Th e 
ACA requirement for insurers to 
cover pre-existing conditions sur-
vives, but everyone’s rates appear 
to have been jacked up to support 
that cost. Th ose higher rates allow 
the companies to claim larger gov-
ernment risk-adjustment subsidies 
against “average” premiums—so 
they get the savings that was meant 
for the consumer.

Th e individual premium subsi-
dy still remains, too, but for some 
it is complicated by a popular new 
means of employer contribution. 
Discussions with friends indicate 
that there is a trend, at least local-
ly, toward partially reimbursing 
employees for health premiums 
through nominal pay increases, rath-
er than as a separate benefi t. What 
advantage that gains the employers 
is not obvious to me, but it ends up 

throwing the employee into a high-
er tax bracket—taxing away part of 
the contribution and a bigger chunk 
of all other income. In addition, the 
artifi cial increase in pay reduces or 
eliminates any government subsi-
dy, and the impact only worsens as 
premiums rise. It also compromis-
es other income-based eligibilities, 
such as my VA coverage.

With commercial insurance 
companies running the show, I ex-
pected mandatory health insurance 
to increase premiums, just as Mas-
sachusetts auto-insurance rates bal-
looned once it became compulsory. 
By about 1976, Bay State residents 
were even renting post offi  ce boxes 
in New Hampshire and registering 
their cars here, to mooch the lower 
rates of our safer, insurance-option-
al state. For-profi t health insurance 
companies could hardly be expected 
not to capitalize on a captive market 
in the same way, and right now it 
sure feels like captivity.

In its introductory letter to my 
wife, Anthem assured her “we’re not 
going anywhere.” Considering the 
killing they’re making now on both 
consumers and the government, 
why would they?

–=≈=–

collect more corporate dividends 
and pay less tax. Th at means less 
revenue to keep vital government 
services functioning. 

Looks like the fastest thing in the 
universe is the scam that has gotten 
taxpayers to vote Republican.

Yours truly,
Bruce Joff e
Piedmont, Calif.

–=≈=–
Dolt 45 Meets Rocketman

To the Editor:
As former President Barack 

Obama was leaving offi  ce, he told 
incoming President Donald Trump 

that the greatest challenge the Unit-
ed States faced was possibility of 
nuclear attack from North Korea. 
Indeed, with North Korea since 
showing the ability to launch an in-
tercontinental ballistic missile and 
explode a hydrogen bomb, the dan-
ger now seems even greater. 

Mark Bowden discusses in Th e 
Atlantic ( July-August, 2017) four 
ways the United States might deal 
with the North Korean nuclear 
menace: 

(a) a pre-emptive attack which 
would eliminate Pyongyang’s arse-
nal of nuclear weapons, kill its lead-

ership, and destroy its military. Th e 
problem here is that the attack likely 
would not totally achieve all its goals, 
leaving North Korea with the abili-
ty to launch a nuclear counterattack 
causing hundreds of thousand, if not 
millions, of casualties both in allies 
South Korea and Japan and the 
United States itself. 

(b) a limited conventional coun-
terattack in response to a North Ko-
rean provocation, such as the launch 
of a missile landing near American 
troops stationed in Guam. If the 
North Koreans responded with an 
even greater challenge, the United 

States, in turn, would step up its 
response. Th e idea is to convince 
the North Koreans that any threat 
would be met with a greater re-
sponse. Of course, a real possibility 
exists Pyongyang might confuse a 
limited attack with an all-out assault 
which would produce a massive nu-
clear reaction.

(c) decapitation, otherwise known 
as assassination of Kim Jong-un. 
Such a killing would be extremely 
diffi  cult to carry out because of the 
extensive security surrounding Kim. 
Moreover, North Korea’s response 
would be highly unpredictable and 

includes the possibility of nuclear 
retaliation.

(d) Finally, we come to what has 
come to be known as “strategic pa-
tience.” Accept the fact that North 
Korea will eventually develop a nu-
clear-tipped ICBM and rely upon 
the threat of “mutually-assured de-
struction” to restrain the North Ko-
reans from using it. If North Korea 
were to initiate a nuclear attack on 
the United States, in no way could 
it totally destroy America’s extensive 
capacity to respond massively and 
in so doing literally destroy North 
Korea. 
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Th at sounds wimpy and surely 
would not please Donald Trump’s 
hawkish base. But mutually-assured 
destruction works. Russia and Chi-
na could attack the United States 
with ICBMs, but do not because in 
so doing they would sign their death 
warrants. Arch enemies India and 
Pakistan possess nuclear weapons, 
but don’t employ them on their ad-
versary because of mutually assured 
destruction. The Arab countries 
surrounding Israel do not launch 
a full-fl edged attack on the Jewish 
state because Israel possesses nucle-
ar weapons. 

Of course, the use of strategic pa-
tience requires an American presi-
dent who is restrained, not macho, 
not impulsive, not unstable, and not 
temperamentally inclined to escalate 
any dispute. Th at does not describe 
Donald Trump in the least. One of 
the best things Americans can do to 
ensure our safety is to remove Don-
ald Trump from the presidency ei-
ther through impeachment, the use 
of the 25th Amendment (impair-
ment that prevents the President 
from fulfi lling his or her duties), or 
via the 2020 presidential election. 

Th is is not time for 20-20 hind-
sight, for after a nuclear attack, there 
is not likely to be much to look back 
upon nor many people to do the 
looking.

Gary Patton
Hampton, N.H.

–=≈=–

“It’s Them Damn Queer Nazis, I Tell Ya”
To the Editor:
Th e Queer Nazis (LGBT) be-

lieve that freedom of religion and 
freedom of speech ends with their 
worship of unrestrained sex and the 
promotion of it. Prepare for more 
calamities if SCOTUS sides with 
the Queer Nazis again.

Michael W. Jarvis
Salt Lake City, Utah
P.S.: Restrained sex is only within 

the bounds that God has set; a bio-
logical man and a biological woman 
who are legally married.

Michael:
Th anks for writing. We’re always 

grateful to anyone willing to further 
our little experiment in searching for 
extraterrestrial intelligence via letters 
to the editor. 

No luck so far, but we’ll keep trying!
Th e Editor

–=≈=–
What’s the Connection? 

To the Editor:
Experts try to fi nd some kind of 

connection among the many mass 
shootings that occur in the U.S. 
Disgruntled employee? Domestic 
violence? Mental illness? Political 
protest? A combination of one or 
more? 

Is there some common thread be-
tween events like Columbine, Auro-
ra, Newtown, the recent killings in 
South Carolina, Houston, Suther-
land Springs, and almost daily street 
violence in Chicago? 

Yes, there is. 
A gun. 
And there is the next question: 

why do they do it? Revenge? A re-
sponse to bullying at school or with-
in a family? A copycat killer looking 
for publicity? Simple terrorism? 
Hearing “voices”? 

In nearly every case they do it be-
cause they can. 

Th ey can because in this country 
almost anyone can walk into a gun 
or sporting goods store, a gun show, 
the parking lot of a gun show, or go 
to numerous online sites and buy a 
gun, often with few or no questions 
asked. Thanks to our Congress, 
there are no prohibitions related to 
no-fl y lists or mental health issues, 
and limited state or federal inquiry 
on criminal and domestic violence 
background checks. 

How many times following a 
mass killing are we told that the gun 
or guns involved were purchased 
“legally”? Presumably, the buyers 
are all “law abiding citizens” until 
they decide to open up on a group 
of shoppers at a mall, people inside 
a theater, a church or a school cafe-
teria, with a handgun, a semi-auto-
matic, or an assault rifl e. And these 
are the deaths and injuries that grab 
the headlines—not including the 
more or less forgotten approximate-
ly 20,000 fi rearm suicides each year. 

Gradually, there is less and less 
genuine concern about the dying. 
Th e “our hearts go out to the fam-

ilies” speeches, the fl ags at half mast, 
the sidewalk memorials, are be-
coming commonplace. Our elected 
offi  cials condemn the violence, look 
for a scapegoat—a foreigner, a “de-
ranged person”—and go on with 
other business, guaranteeing that 
the killings will continue and we are 
all at risk. 

Given the present political cli-
mate, unless the voters take some 
real action, until there is a genuine 
change in Washington and our State 
capitols, the best we can hope for is 
that “it doesn’t happen here.” 

What in God’s name are we wait-
ing for?

Anthony McManus
Dover, N.H.
Anthony:
Who is this “we” of whom you speak?
Th e peoples’ wishes are well known.
Only Congress has the power to act.
Congress is apparently listening to 

someone else.
Th e Editor

–=≈=–
The Republican Tax Proposal Is
Bad For Me And Bad For U.S.

To the Editor:
I have upper-middle income, yet 

far from the one percent. Th e loss of 
Federal tax credit for state and local 
taxes hurts me. My taxes will go up.

I don’t mind paying taxes for gov-
ernment services like schools, hospi-
tals, roads, bridges, health and safety 
inspectors, environmental protec-
tion, and astronauts. But I am taxed 

 more than should be because the top 
one percent of the top one percent 
isn’t paying their fair share. Th ey 
have gotten tax exceptions written 
into the tax laws which enable them 
to amass most of this nation’s wealth. 
Th ey benefi ted from previous gen-
erations of taxpayers who built the 
physical infrastructure and social 
institutions that enabled them to 
become so wealthy, yet they feel little 
responsibility to return the benefi t to 
future generations.

The extreme concentration of 
wealth distorts the politics of our 
democracy, impedes the function of 
our free-market economy, and de-
creases our opportunities for “pursuit 
of happiness.” Republicans want to 
eliminate the estate tax and the al-
ternative minimum tax that balance 
this inequality to a small degree. Ex-
cessive wealth amassed in one gen-
eration must be partially returned to 
the country rather than remain con-
centrated in hands of a few fortunate 
dynasties.

Th e tax plan proponents say that 
lowering taxes for the rich will create 
jobs. Th is is the trickle-down theory 
in which the poor, who subsist on 
table scraps dropped by the rich, can 
be served by giving the rich bigger 
meals. It is false and deceptive, and 
benefi ts only those who already have 
wealth and power.

Bruce Joff e
Piedmont, Calif.

–=≈=–

by Jim Hightower

It’s “Cyber Monday—get out 
there and buy stuff !
But you don’t actually have to go 

anywhere, for this gimmicky shop-
shop-shop day lures us to consume 
without leaving home, or even 
getting out of bed. Concocted by 
Amazon, the online marketing mo-
nopolist, Cyber Monday is a knock-
off  of Black Friday—just another 
ploy by Amazon CEO Jeff  Bezos to 

siphon sales from real stores. 
Seems innocent enough, but be-

hind Amazon’s online convenience 
and discounted prices is a predatory 
business model based on exploita-
tion of workers, bullying of sup-
pliers, dodging of taxes, and use of 
crude anti-competitive force against 
America’s Main Street businesses. 
A clue into Amazon’s ethics came 
when Bezos instructed his staff 
to get ever-cheaper prices from 
small-business suppliers by stalking 

them “the way a cheetah would pur-
sue a sickly gazelle.” 

John Crandall, who owns Old 
Town Bike Shop in Colorado 
Springs, is one who’s under attack. 
He off ers fair prices, provides good 
jobs, pays rent and taxes, lives in 
and supports the community. But 
he has noticed that more and more 
shoppers come in to try out bikes 
and get advice, yet not buy anything. 
Instead, their smartphones scan the 
barcode of the bike they want, then 

they go online to purchase it from 
Amazon—cheaper than Crandall’s 
wholesale price. You see, the Chee-
tah is a mulitibillion-dollar a year 
beast that can sell that bike at a loss, 
then make up the loss on sales of the 
thousands of other products it ped-
dles.

Th is amounts to corporate mur-
der of small business—and, yes, it’s 
illegal, but Amazon is doing it every 
day in practically every communi-
ty. So, on this Cyber Monday, let’s 

pledge to buy from local businesses 
that support our communities. For 
information, go to American Inde-
pendent Business Alliance: www.
amiba.net.

–=≈=–
 Populist author, public speaker, and 

radio commentator Jim Hightower 
writes Th e Hightower Lowdown, a 
monthly newsletter chronicling the 
ongoing fi ghts by America’s ordinary 
people against rule by plutocratic elites. 
Sign up at HightowerLowdown.org.
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2000—Katherine Harris, Florida’s 
Secretary of State and, coincidentally, 
the Bush campaign’s state co-chair, 
declares Dubya the winner. 
1983—Th ieves hit Brinks Mat near 
Heathrow expecting a mere £3 mil-
lion in cash. Th ey leave with three 
tonnes of gold bars worth £25 million.
1981—Nancy Reagan’s social secre-
tary reports there is a “terrible table-
cloth crisis” at the White House.
1976—Th e Sex Pistols unleash their 
fi rst single, “Anarchy in the UK.”
1975—George Gainous, son of a her-
oin importer, climbs the White House 
fence to ask for his father’s pardon. Ar-
rested 90 minutes later while chatting 
with President Ford’s daughter Susan, 
he later says, “If [Ford] can pardon 
Nixon he can pardon my father.”
1973—Rose Mary Woods takes the 
fall for the 18½ minute gap.
1958—A B-47 with an A-bomb 
aboard burns in Lake Charles, La.
1942—A two-day battle begins be-
tween hundreds of U.S. and Aussie 
troops in Brisbane, Australia.
1932—In his newspaper column, 
Will Rogers mocks Herbert Hoover’s 
theory of “trickle-down economics.”
1922—Howard Carter and his em-
ployer Lord Carnarvon desecrate the 
tomb of King Tutankhamun.
1921—Former Lt. Col. Charles W. 
Whittlesey, 37, commander of the 
“Lost Battalion” and a pallbearer for 
the Unknown Soldier, leaps from a 
ship and drowns  in the Atlantic.

2004—A Robinson R22 helicopter 
sheds its rotors about 400 feet above 
Arlington, Wash.; a pilot and a stu-
dent die in the subsequent crash.
2002—Donald Rumsfeld signs off  
on “Category III” interrogation tech-
niques—namely, torture.
2001—As Gen. Tommy Franks tries 
to concentrate on catching Osama bin 
Laden, Donald Rumsfeld distracts 
him with an order to revise plans to 
attack Iraq.
1969—At the 71st Evac. Hospital in 
Pleiku, 100 soldiers fast on Th anks-
giving to protest the war.
1965—Th e fi rst Acid Test.
1952—Winnie Ruth Judd, the Trunk 
Murderess, makes her sixth escape 
from Arizona’s State Insane Hospital.
1932—Edward Marshall, future 
beat poet, is born in Chichester, N.H.
1900—To motivate the president of 
a Filipino town to rat out local dis-
sidents, U.S. troops force salt water 
down his throat and burn his town to 
the ground.
1868—In the Battle of the Washita, 
General George A. Custer and his 
troops massacre Black Kettle and 102 
other Cheyenne survivors of the Sand 
Creek Massacre.
1729—Th e Natchez people repay 
decades of haughty brutality by mas-
sacring 230 Frenchmen. Women and 
enslaved Africans are spared.
1095—Pope Urban II launches the 
Crusades, promising salvation for 
those who die slaying pagans. Jihad? 

2011—During a routine training 
fl ight in Waterloo, Ontario, a Robin-
son R22 loses power, descends rapidly, 
and crashes into a pond, killing an in-
structor and a student.
2005—Ex-Rep. Randy “Duke” Cun-
ningham (R-Calif.) pleads guilty to 
selling votes and dodging taxes.
1979—Relying on outdated naviga-
tional data during a sightseeing fl ight 
over Antarctica, Air New Zealand 
Flight 901 fl ies into Mount Erebus 
with 257 souls on board.
1969—Time Magazine reports that 20 
months earlier, things got out of hand 
at My Lai.
1950—Albert Pierrepoint, Britain’s 
offi  cial hangman as well as a pub own-
er, hangs James “Tish” Corbitt, his 
former customer and drinking buddy.
1942—Th e Cocoanut Grove in Bos-
ton burns; 492 die, 172 are injured.
1922—Ex-RAF pilot Cyril Turner 
gives the fi rst demonstration of sky-
writing in NYC. He uses the tech-
nique to advertise—skywriting.
1895—Six cars compete in the U.S.’s 
fi rst auto race. Th e winner averages 
seven m.p.h.
1859—Moments after asking “When 
will this end?”, the ailing Washington 
Irving supplies his own answer.
1795—On George Washington’s 
watch, the U.S. pays $800,000 to Tu-
nisian pirates, with a promise to pay 
$25,000 a year in future.
1545—Printer Jacob van Liesveld is 
beheaded for heresy. 

2011—Ex-Arapahoe County (Colo.) 
Sheriff  Patrick Sullivan, arrested for 
exchanging methamphetamine for 
sex with a male informant, is incarcer-
ated in an eponymous jail .
1976—After Jerry Lee Lewis acci-
dentally plugs his bass player in the 
chest twice with a .357 magnum, he’s 
charged with discharging a fi rearm 
within city limits.
1963—LBJ sets up the Warren Com-
mission to rule out a conspiracy in the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy.
1960—On learning that, thanks to 
the CIA, the Congo’s Patrice Lu-
mumba had been arrested, genial old 
Ike orders that agency to heighten its 
eff orts to assassinate Fidel Castro.
1947—French soldiers massacre over 
300 civilians, mostly women and chil-
dren, halving the population of My 
Trach, in Vietnam.
1941—Th e Army-Navy game pro-
gram includes a photo of the U.S.S. 
Arizona with this note: “despite the 
claims of air enthusiasts no battleship 
has yet been sunk by bombs.”
1864—Ignoring a truce fl ag, Col. (& 
ex-minister) John Chivington leads a 
Colorado militia in the slaughter and 
mutilation of 150 Cheyenne women, 
children, and old men at Sand Creek. 
A local paper says the soldiers had 
“covered themselves in glory” (a typo).
1781—His slave ship Zong short of 
water, captain Luke Collingwood has 
133 live slaves thrown overboard to 
stick underwriters with the loss. 

2012—As a Robinson R22 fl ies off -
shore of Apollo Beach, Fla., it goes 
“bang” and the rotors fall off ; it plum-
mets 500 feet, killing the pilot.
2001—Two days before fi ling for 
bankruptcy, Enron executives award 
themselves big bonuses.
1999—A WTO meeting in Seattle is 
called off  due to anarchists.
1974—Rep. Wilbur Mills (D-Ark.) 
appears onstage at Boston’s Pilgrim 
Th eater with stripper Fanne Foxe.
1972—Nixon spokesdrone Ron Zei-
gler says with only 27,000 Americans 
left risking their lives in Vietnam, the 
White House is done updating the 
nation on withdrawals.
1965—Defense Secretary Robert 
Strange McNamara off ers LBJ two 
Vietnam options: get out now, or 
go all-in, suff ering 1,000 KIAs per 
month and perhaps losing anyway.
1954—A DC-3 falls 500 feet short of 
clearing the summit of New Hamp-
shire’s Mount Success. All seven 
aboard survive the crash, fi ve survive 
two freezing nights at the crash site.
1954—Liz Hodges of Sylacauga, Ala. 
is bruised by an eight-pound meteorite 
that busts through her roof.
1951—Winnie Ruth Judd the Trunk 
Murderess is recaptured after her 
fourth escape from the Arizona State 
Insane Hospital.
1812—Gen. Alexander “Apocalypse” 
Smythe’s troops disobey his orders to 
invade Canada and turn their weap-
ons on his tent. He fl ees. 

2003—Howard Dean tells Chris 
Matthews, “We’re going to break up 
the giant media enterprises.” Giant 
media enterprises soon begin calling 
Dean “unelectable,” despite high poll 
numbers.  
1976—Steven B. Williams rams the 
northwest gate of the White House 
complex at 25 mph with his pickup 
truck. Th e gate wins.
1969—Th e U.S. Selective Service 
holds the fi rst draft lottery since WW 
II, cleverly  undermining support for 
the anti-war movement.
1968—A U.S. C-130 with engine 
trouble empties defoliant tanks over 
South Vietnamese towns.
1966—Dick Gregory is convicted of 
fi shing with Native Americans.
1955—Rosa Parks changes the world 
by refusing to give up her seat on a bus 
in Montgomery, Ala.
1948—Costa Rica disbands its army 
after a civil war kills 2,000 people.
1914—Benito Mussolini is appointed 
to edit the socialist newspaper Avanti!
1913—Ford announces its fi rst mov-
ing assembly line.
1842—Midshipman Philip Spencer, 
son of the Secretary of War, is hanged 
for mutiny without benefi t of court 
martial, along with two sailors, aboard 
the U.S.S. Somers.
1777—Friedrich Wilhelm von Steu-
ben lands in Portsmouth, N.H. from 
France, en route to Valley Forge, where 
he will turn Washington’s rabble into 
a trained army.

2014—After the tail boom falls off  a 
Robinson R44 helicopter over North 
Salt Lake, Utah, it crashes into an un-
occupied building, then catches fi re. 
Th e pilot and passenger perish.
1986—Ronald Reagan says he can’t 
remember what he knew about the 
Iran-Contra aff air, or when he might 
have known it.
1980—U.S.-backed death squads 
murder four nuns in El Salvador.
1964—Mario Savio tells a mob of 
thousands of Berkeley students, 
“when the operation of the machine 
becomes so odious … that you can’t 
take part … you’ve got to make it stop.”
1956—Granma lands 82 rebels in 
Cuba. Only 12 make it to the Sierra 
Maestra. Th at was enough.
1954—U.S. Senate censures Joe Mc-
Carthy—fi nally.
1949—At the behest of the Air Force, 
General Electric contractors at the 
Hanford, Wash. plutonium plant turn 
off  fi lters and release a cloud of radio-
active iodine-131. Th ey accidentally 
release twice the amount intended.
1943—Th e U.S.S. Sailfi sh, formerly 
the Squalus, sinks the Japanese carrier 
Chuyo near Truk. Aboard Chuyo are 
21 survivors from the U.S.S. Sculpin, 
which had aided in the 1939 rescue of 
the Squalus. Only one survives.
1942—Enrico Fermi fi res up the fi rst 
sustainable atomic chain reaction un-
der a C hicago football stadium.
1935—California tries out its new gas 
chamber on Albert Kessel. It works.

2013—In Londonderry, Scott Brown 
says “I don’t think I ever said I was 
thinking about running for president,” 
16 weeks after telling the Boston Her-
ald he was thinking about running for 
President.
2004—George W.[MD] Bush nomi-
nates Bernard Kerik (later to be known 
as Federal Inmate 84888-054) to be 
Secretary of Homeland Security.
1996—A New York company that 
had a contract to manufacture Medals 
of Honor is fi ned $80,000 for selling 
300 bootleg copies.
1984—An industrial accident in 
Bhopal, India kills 10,000. Th e U.S. 
government later blocks extradition of 
Union Carbide execs who face prose-
cution in India.
1983—U.S. Information Agency 
head Charles Z. Wick says Margaret 
Th atcher opposed the invasion of Gre-
nada because she’s a woman.
1980—Secretary  of State Al Haig 
says four Maryknoll nuns recently 
murdered by Salvadoran death squads 
may have been gun-runners.
1976—Bob Marley is shot twice by 
unidentifi ed assailants. Two days later 
he plays a concert.
1969—Protesters destroy fi les at eight 
N.Y. draft boards.
1966—Th e Atomic Energy Commis-
sion explodes a .38 kiloton A-bomb 
10 miles west of Purvis, Miss., inside 
an underground cavity created by a 5 
kiloton A-bomb blast conducted two 
years earlier.

2016—To free the fi ctitious child sex 
slaves of the Democrat Party, Edgar 
Welch shoots up Comet Ping Pong 
in Washington D.C. with a real gun.
2013—Rep. Duncan Hunter [R-Ca-
lif.] suggests the U.S. use tactical 
nukes against Iran’s nuclear program.
1993—R.I.P. Frank Zappa.
1982—Returning from a trip to Lat-
in America, President Reagan says, 
“I learned a lot. You’d be surprised. 
Th ey’re all individual countries.”
1981—President Reagan OK’s CIA 
spying on U.S. citizens.
1969—Chicago police shoot and kill 
sleeping Black Panthers Fred Hamp-
ton and Mark Clark.
1963—LBJ buys autoworker support 
in the upcoming election by slapping a 
tariff  on foreign pickup trucks.
1962—Lenny Bruce, busted for ob-
scenity in Chicago, shares a paddy 
wagon ride with George Carlin, bust-
ed for refusing to show ID.
1956—Fate brings Carl Perkins, Jerry 
Lee Lewis, Johnny Cash, and Elvis 
Presley to Sun Records in Memphis.
1952—A “Great Smog” so thick 
moviegoers couldn’t see the screen 
descends on London. It lasts all winter 
and kills about 12,000.
1950—In Feres v. U.S., the Supreme 
Court rules that servicemembers 
can’t sue the U.S. for injuries.
1946—In Oakland, Calif., striking 
veterans march on the anti-labor Tri-
bune, then City Hall, to demand the 
Mayor and Council resign. 

2013—Scott Brown, in N.H., says 
he’s been helping Republicans “raise 
awareness as to the issues … here in 
Massachusetts.”
2002—At a party on Strom Th ur-
mond’s 100th birthday, GOP Senate 
Majority Leader Trent Lott expresses 
regret over desegregation.
2001—A B-52, sent the wrong co-or-
dinates, drops a 1-ton bomb on U.S. 
Special Forces in Afghanistan, killing 
three.
1996—Fed Chair Greenspan warns: 
“irrational exuberance” may have in-
fl ated stock prices.
1994—For the fi rst time in 40 years, 
the House of Alleged Representatives 
elects a Republican, Newt Gingrich, 
to be Speaker.
1988—A Grand Jury in N.C. indicts 
“holy” man Jim Bakker on charges of 
fraud and conspiracy. 
1965—An A-4 Skyhawk accidentally 
rolls  off  the U.S.S. Ticonderoga near 
Japan. Plane, pilot, and one-megaton 
B43 are still missing.
1960—Th e Supreme Court rules that 
restaurants in interstate bus stations 
can’t be segregated anymore.
1955—“Uppity Negroes” in Mont-
gomery, Ala., boycott the municipal 
mass transit system.
1945—Five Grumman Avengers 
and 14 airmen, making up the Navy’s 
Flight 19, disappear off  Ft. Lauder-
dale. Th irteen more men and a PBM 
Mariner fl ying boat disappear looking 
for them.

1990—Oakland, Calif. police fi re 
tear gas into a home in an attempt to 
drive out the inhabitant who is stand-
ing next to them shouting “come out 
and give yourself up.”
1973—Gerald R. Ford takes the place 
of disgraced Vice President and free-
lance media critic Spiro “Ted” Agnew.
1969—Th e Rolling Stones throw a 
free concert at Altamont, Calif. Four 
people die and four are born.
1967—Chaplain Angelo “Charlie” 
Liteky carries 23 wounded men to 
safety in Vietnam despite intense hos-
tile fi re. For his bravery he is given the 
Medal of Honor, which he returns in 
1986 to protest U.S. foreign policy.
1957—Two months after Sputnik, a 
Vanguard rocket carrying the U.S.’s 
fi rst would-be satellite explodes at an 
altitude of fi ve feet.
1933—Federal judge John M. Wool-
sey rules that Joyce’s Ulysses is not ob-
scene and therefore may be imported.
1918—Th e U.S. War Department 
ceases shackling  conscientious objec-
tors to the walls of solitary cells.
1917—Th e largest man-made explo-
sion prior to Th e Bomb occurs in Hal-
ifax when a munitions ship explodes: 
1,600 die; and windows break 40 
miles away.
1915—Th e Supreme Court upholds a 
federal law stripping women of their 
citizenship if they marry “foreigners.”
1907—More than 360 men and boys 
are killed by explosions at two coal 
mines in Monongah, W.Va.

2006—Th e “Justice” Department 
fi res eight prosecutors for failing to 
persecute enough Democrats.
1995—France is virtually paralyzed 
when 1.75 million workers protest 
global exploitation.
1993—Th e Department of Energy 
admits it conducted more than 200 
secret weapons tests.
1987—A disgruntled ex-employee 
shoots a Southwest Airlines pilot and 
co-pilot. Th e plane breaks up while 
diving at Mach 1.2, killing all aboard.
1977—FBI releases its JFK assassina-
tion fi les … some, anyway.
1975—Indonesia invades East Timor 
with help from the U.S. and Britain.
1970—R.I.P. legendary cartoonist 
Rube Goldberg, whose work inspired 
the Gazette’s business plan.
1964—Japan bestows the Order of 
the Rising Sun on Gen. Curtis Le-
May, whose fi re-bombing of that 
nation during WW II probably killed 
half a million Japanese.
1961—MPs hold civilians at Peterson 
Field, Colo. at gunpoint as Tibetan 
commandos, secretly trained by the 
CIA, are smuggled aboard a C-124.
1941—Japanese planes attack Pearl 
Harbor, crippling the Pacifi c Fleet, 
killing 2,471, and wounding 1,213.
1930—W1XAV in Boston broadcasts 
the fi rst TV commercial.
1874—Whites in Vicksburg, Miss., 
upset by the election of a black sheriff , 
begin a month-long slaughter of 150-
300 blacks. 

2004—Soldiers in Iraq ask Sec. of 
Defense Rumsfeld why their vehicles 
aren’t armored. He says, “You go to 
war with the Army you have … not 
the Army you might want.”
1994—A Robinson R44 disassembles 
itself while fl ying over Speyer, Ger-
many, the tail landing ¼ mile from the 
cabin; pilot and passenger die.
1993—President Clinton signs 
NAFTA into law.
1982—To jumpstart a national dia-
logue on banning nuclear weapons, 
Norman D. Mayer, 66, threatens to 
blow up the Washington Monument 
with a dynamite-laden van. After ten 
hours, police shoot him dead. 
1980—R.I.P. John Lennon.
1972—United Airlines Flight 553 
crashes in Chicago killing 45 people 
including E. Howard Hunt’s wife 
Dorothy, who was carrying $10,000 
in $100 bills.
1964—A B-47 crashes on takeoff  at 
Pease AFB; all four crewmen die.
1963—Lightning hits Pan Am Flight 
214 over Maryland. A fuel tank ex-
plodes, a wing falls off , and 81 die. 
1953—Good ol’ Ike announces At-
oms for Peace, leading to an Iranian 
nuclear program four years later.
1940—Four hundred German planes 
bomb London.
1864—Pope Pius IX denounces liber-
alism, socialism, & rationalism.
1854—Pope Pius IX proclaims the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. 

2008—Th e Governor of Illinois, 
Democrat Rod Blagojevich, is arrest-
ed for attempting to sell a Senate seat.
1994—Surgeon General Joyceleyn 
Elders is fi red for suggesting that hav-
ing sex with yourself is OK.
1992—U.S. Marines wade ashore in 
Somalia at 2:00 a.m. local time be-
cause that’s prime-time in the U.S.
1983—Ed “Meese is a Pig” Meese 
says people go to soup kitchens be-
cause it’s “easier than paying.”
1968—At the Stanford Research In-
stitute, Doug Engelbart introduces 
the mouse, e-mail, and hypertext.
1966—“We are in a much stronger 
position than two years ago,” says Sec-
retary of State Dean Rusk, “[Com-
mies] will not be able to succeed [in 
South Vietnam].”
1959—Ford 86s the Edsel.
1958—Robert Welch Jr.  founds the 
John Birch Society, which goes on to 
label Dwight Eisenhower a Commie.
1955—Poet Marianne Moore, hired 
to name a new car, suggests “Utopian 
Turtletop.” Ford chooses “Edsel.”
1935—Investigative reporter Walter 
Liggett is Tommy-gunned in front of 
his family in Minneapolis.
1953—GE vows to fi re any Commies.
1949—J. Parnell Th omas [R-N.J.], 
ex-head of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, found guilty 
of padding Congressional payrolls 
and spending the loot, gets six to 18 
months in the slammer alongside two 
of the Hollywood Ten.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork

Jill Vranicar • Kate Leigh • Dana Lincoln

Portsmouth, arguably the fi rst 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-fl owing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
Th e Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. Th e 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fi ll 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. Th is 
creates a roving hydraulic confl ict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. Th e skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
Th is can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. Th is is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
Th e river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
Th ey leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH

3 Hale Street   �   (603) 742-1737 

“Of all Smells Bread: 

Of All Tastes Salt.”

— George Herbert (1593-1633)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 

www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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CRESCENT

AROMATICS

Kate Leigh 

94B Pleasant St

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801

603.501.8813
crescentaromatics.com

Come in and check out your community’s

new aromatics shop

offering products, services, and classes.
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