












Breakfast and beer

from page six

and said he’d submit to an ethics 
investigation. Franken pointed to 
the irony of his leaving while a man 
siting in the Oval Office bragged 
about his history of sexual assaults 
on women—in lurid terms. 

Yes, principle won over politics, 
but only by a flyspeck. It’s deeply 
sickening that the Republican es-
tablishment promoted a candidate 
of Moore’s ilk in the first place.

The emperor hath no clothes.
Mike Kulla
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Mike:
Jones, a Blue Dog, isn’t much of a 

Democrat, and he’s not likely to survive 
the 2020 election—but he’s an elected 
Democrat in Alabama, by God, and 
that’s nothing at which to sneeze.

The Editor
–=≈=–

A Threat to Our Democracy
To the Editor:
The threat to our democra-

cy grows as evidence collected by 
Special Counsel Robert Mueller 
increasingly indicates that Donald 
Trump colluded with Russia during 
the 2016 presidential campaign. In 
response, Trump acts like a street 
brawler who unhesitatingly hits be-
low the belt to defeat those he sees as 
enemies. As he is progressively put 
in a corner by Mueller, Trump grows 
more desperate and swings wildly.

No one and nothing is too sacro-
sanct to escape Trump’s flimsy and 

unsubstantiated charges. He has 
attempted to defame respected pil-
lars of our government such as the 
security services, the FBI, and the 
Department of Justice in an effort 
to end Mueller’s investigation. Not 
surprisingly, Trump seems totally 
unconcerned about the amount of 
damage he does. Self interest rules. 

Currently, the barrage of phony 
charges Trump levels finds an echo 
chamber in the far-right media. 
Trump speaks; they repeat what 
he says and try to amplify it. Back 
and forth, back and forth, each in 
turn trying to turn up the volume. 
The goal is to raise doubts and un-
dermine the Mueller investigation. 
If successful, the trumped up (no 
pun intended) media campaign 
will provide cover for Trump to fire 
Robert Mueller in an effort to end 
the Russia probe. If successful, these 
attacks will weaken future attempts 
to impeach Trump by the House of 
Representatives.

If these cynical efforts to manipu-
late public opinion are successful and 
the Mueller investigation is derailed 
or ended, the American public will 
never know whether or not it has as 
its President a man who, for person-
al gain, was willing undermine our 
national interest by colluding with a 
hostile foreign power. 

Gary Patton
Hampton, N.H.
Gary:
We beg to differ. If Trump fires 

Mueller, I think we’ll know for sure.
The Editor

–=≈=–
The Latest Crop of Judges 

To the Editor:
Another Trump Circuit Court 

nominee was swept off the list this 
week. The latest in a parade of white 
males, who are mostly grossly un-
qualified, withdrew his name on 
Friday. Unlike the previous nominee, 
withdrawn by the White House, 
this fella had at least been in a court 
room—if only for a DWI charge.

Seemingly unfazed by blistering 
questioning from Representative 
Kennedy, a Republican from Cali-
fornia, the nominee (currently a jan-
itor at Trump Tower) did not seem 
to realize what he didn’t know. He 
would have been a good fit for the 
administration. When asked what 
he knew about Habeas Corpus he 
replied that he had their first album 
but lost track of them when he left 
high school, a couple of years ago.

The White House Counsel 
claimed that questions about legal 
precedents and terms were “gotcha” 
questions and that the accusation 

that his law degree was a mail order 
diploma from Aruba was fake news.

Fortunately for America when 
the nominee found out that he 
would have to wear a black gown 
in court he withdrew his name. He 
stated, “I’m not dressing up like a 
woman for anyone, especially Don-
ald Trump.”

David Potter
North Hampton, N.H.
David:
Do our editorial instincts betray us, 

or did you take liberties with a few of 
the alleged facts in this letter?

The Editor
–=≈=–

Stop This Train Before It Crashes!
To the Editor:
Congressional and Senate Re-

publicans are jamming their tax-cut 
scheme forward without concern 
about its destruction to our econo-
my. It will accelerate the concentra-
tion of wealth to a few super-richies 
who finance election campaigns 
while the rest of us must pay for it 
with reduced government services 
and additional $1.5 trillion of debt 
(that’s 1.5 million million dollars). 

Non-partisan economic analyses 
by the Joint Committee on Tax-
ation, the Congressional Budget 
Office, the Tax Policy Center, the 
Penn-Warton Budget Model, and 

hundreds of professional economists 
agree that the hoped-for economic 
stimulus will not cover the debt. 
Republicans cite only one study, 
by the partisan Tax Foundation, 
that projects 2.9 percent economic 
growth over ten years to pay for tax 
cuts. That has never happened with 
previous cuts. Moreover, the Federal 
Reserve’s policy is to raise interest 
rates when growth exceeds 2 percent 
in order to avoid hyper-inflation. 

Corporations, already holding a 
trillion dollars of cash, haven’t in-
vested in many new jobs. Giving 
them additional money through tax 
breaks won’t increase their invest-
ment, it will only make the rich guys 
richer.

Republicans are trying to shove 
this destructive law down our 
throats, or up the other end of our 
alimentary canals, before it is final-
ly written, before reading it, before 
analyzing it, and before considering 
public opinion. Republicans are not 
representing their voters. They are 
weakening the strength of our econ-
omy. 

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.

–=≈=–
[The Editor would like to extend his 

sincere thanks to all the subscribers who 
have recently added words of encour-
agement to their renewals. As the year 
closes, we would also like to thank our 
cheerful and devoted volunteers, with-
out whom none of these shenanigans 
could continue. — The Ed.]

by Jim Hightower

Let’s talk about two daily essen-
tials: Breakfast and, of course, 

beer.
Mass marketers of breakfast ce-

reals have been in a downward sales 
spiral for about a decade, so they’re 
pitching their products as health 
food, hoping to woo millennials 
who want cereals with natural in-
gredients and no artificial additives. 
Some brands are seeking Good-For-

Ya credibility by buying out organic 
brands such as Kashi, consumed 
by Kellogg’s. But the shift of this 
$10-billion market to healthier al-
ternatives is, in fact, an enormous, 
grassroots victory, driven by the 
organic movement, public interest 
groups, fearless nutritionists — and 
especially by countless moms, dads, 
and kids who simply refused to 
swallow the industry’s crap.

Now—beer! Last year, Anheus-
er-Busch InBev mounted a mul-

timillion-dollar coup on America. 
Not on our country, but on its name. 
For six months, the beer behemoth 
expropriated our nation’s name for 
a tacky advertising campaign, re-
branding its Budweiser product 
“America.” But the PR ploy back-
fired when a flurry of stinging me-
dia stories pointed out that Bud is 
owned by a Brazilian consortium 
based in Belgium.

Undeterred by facts, BigBud an-
nounced that it has invested beau-

coup bucks here to improve its beer 
quality. Mostly, though, that en-
hancement has come from buying 
out ten local craft breweries. AB 
InBev grabbed these independent 
brew-makers because they represent 
the real beer of today’s America, rap-
idly taking customers away from the 
giant purveyor of bland suds.

Indeed, sales figures tell the tale of 
Bud’s beer bust: Last year the com-
pany sold 14 million barrels of Bud-
weiser in the U.S. — down by a third 

from its peak sales year. Meanwhile, 
craft breweries are gaining market 
share — production of their good 
beer was up 12 percent last year to 
24 million barrels.

–=≈=–
Populist author, public speaker, and 

radio commentator Jim Hightower 
writes The Hightower Lowdown, a 
monthly newsletter chronicling the 
ongoing fights by America’s ordinary 
people against rule by plutocratic elites. 
Sign up at HightowerLowdown.org.
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2003—Responding to credible intel, 
Mike Hayden tells his British coun-
terpart to take over his NSA duties if 
al Qaeda nukes D.C. on Xmas.
1992—George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush pardons Caspar “Cap” 
Weinberger, Bob McFarlane, and 4 
other Iran-Contra creeps, coinciden-
tally protecting his own sorry self.
1979—The Soviet Army enters Af-
ghanistan to prop up the Marxist gov-
ernment. Oops.
1972—Albert E. Moore, a B-52 tail-
gunner, becomes the last man to down 
a MiG 21 with machine guns.
1971—Her airliner having fallen 
apart after being hit by lightning two 
miles above the Amazon, Juliane 
Koepcke, 17, falls into the jungle and 
survives with minor injuries.
1970—Nine G.I.’s are KIA and 9 
WIA by “friendly fire” in Vietnam.
1968—The crew of Apollo 8 photo-
graphs Earth rising behind the moon.
1964—VC blow up the Brink Officers 
Quarters in downtown Saigon, killing 
two and injuring 107.
1929—A West Wing Christmas par-
ty is cut short when tons of old pam-
phlets in storage since TR’s day burn.
1913—During a union Christmas 
party at the Italian Hall in Calumet, 
Mich, thugs hired by copper bosses 
yell “Fire;” 73 die, 59 are kids.
1883—Increasingly deranged since 
his stabbing by John Wilkes Booth 
during Lincoln’s assassination, Maj. 
Henry Rathbone murders his wife. 

1989—Romania celebrates Christ-
mas and freedom by putting former 
President Nicolae Ceauşescu and his 
wife Elena before a firing squad.
1984—A Robinson R22 flying 500 
feet over Huntsville, Ala., goes bang, 
falls apart, and plummets to earth, 
killing the pilot and a passenger.
1978—Four Santa Clauses are arrest-
ed in Plymouth, Mass. for climbing 
the fence at a nuke plant.
1974—Marshall Fields, wearing 
Arab garb, crashes a Chevy Impala 
through the White House fence and 
up to the North Portico. Four hours 
later he surrenders.
1956—In Birmingham, Ala., civil 
rights activist Fred Shuttlesworth 
survives the bombing of his home.
1951—In Mims, Fla., a bomb ex-
plodes under the home of NAACP 
leaders Harry T. and Harriette Moore 
on the night of their 25th anniversary. 
Both die, no one is indicted; the state 
concludes 55 years later that four long-
dead Klansmen did it.
1946—Demonstors at the White 
House demand the release of jailed 
conscientious objectors.
1868—President Andrew Johnson 
issues unconditional pardons for all 
those involved in the “Southern Re-
bellion.”
1914—German and British troops 
leave trenches, sing Christmas carols, 
shake hands, and share smokes.
1802—In Portsmouth, N.H., 132 
buildings are destroyed by fire.

2004—A massive tsunami kills 
300,000 around the Indian Ocean.
1996—From a pool of 1,500 can-
didates, the press selects JonBenet 
Ramsey as the most important child 
murdered in the U.S. this year.
1991—The Supreme Soviet meets one 
last time and dissolves the USSR.
1971—Disgruntled Vietnam Vets oc-
cupy the Statue of Liberty.
1966—“American troops are the 
defense, protection and salvation not 
only of our country, but, I believe, of 
civilization itself,” says His Eminence 
Francis Cardinal Spellman.
1966—Time Magazine names “The 
Younger Generation” the “Man of the 
Year,” further exacerbating a pandem-
ic of unwarranted self-esteem.
1919—Harry Frazee sells Babe Ruth 
to the New York Yankees.
1917—Pres. Woodrow Wilson orders 
U.S. railroads seized for the duration 
of the war.
1913—Writer and perennially-dis-
gruntled Civil War veteran Ambrose 
Bierce allegedly pens one final letter 
before vanishing in Mexico.
1908—Jack Johnson beats Tommy 
Burns in 14, becoming the first black 
heavyweight champ.
1862—Under orders from President 
Lincoln, the U.S. Army hangs 39 San-
tee Lakota Sioux on one huge gallows.
1787—In Carlisle, Pa., an anti-Fed-
eralist mob wielding barrel staves 
bludgeons and nearly kills Constitu-
tion-framer James Wilson. 

1994—A Robinson R22 helicopter 
being flown “for pleasure” loses its 
tailboom over Zurich and crashes into 
an apartment building. Somehow only 
the pilot and a passenger die.
1986—In San Diego, Cara Evelyn 
Knott is strangled by on-duty High-
way Patrolman Craig Alan Peyer.
1981—Supreme Court Associate 
Justice William H. Rehnquist checks 
into a hospital to kick his Placidyl hab-
it and end the hallucinations.
1900—Carrie Nation hatchets-up 
her first saloon, at the Carey Hotel, in 
Wichita, Kan.
1895—In Bill Curtis’s St. Louis sa-
loon, William “Billy” Lyons foolishly 
— and fatally — grabs “Stagger Lee” 
Shelton’s Stetson hat.
1827—Georgia proclaims “the lands 
of Georgia belong to her absolutely. 
The Indians are tenants at her will.” 
Indulgent solons give the indigenous 
inhabitants three years to get west of 
the Mississippi.
1763—Sixteen of the few living 
Conestoga Indians, huddled for pro-
tection in the Lancaster, Pa. work-
house, are mysteriously deserted by 
their guards. A mob known as “the 
Paxton Boys” hacks 14 of them, most-
ly children, to death. There is no inves-
tigation; no one is ever charged.
1739—A large crowd gathers to wit-
ness New Hampshire’s first execu-
tions: Sarah Simpson and Penelope 
Kenny are hanged in Portsmouth for 
infanticide.

2013—Congress ends long-term 
unemployment benefits to 1.3 million 
Americans, damaging the economy to 
the tune of an estimated 240,000 jobs.
1986—Terry Dolan, Republican crit-
ic of gay rights, dies of AIDS.
1983—Dr. George Graham, of Pres-
ident Reagan’s Task Force on Food 
Assistance, says black children are 
“probably the best-nourished group 
in the U.S.”—citing athletes as proof.
1973—The Akron, Ohio Chamber of 
Commerce denounces the Soap Box 
Derby as a cheat and a fraud.
1971—At the White House, 88 ’Nam 
vets are busted for protesting their war.
1948—A DC-3 disappears with 32 
on board in an area soon known as the 
Bermuda Triangle.
1945—Congress recognizes the 
“Pledge of Allegiance,” authored by 
Christian Socialist Francis Bellamy.
1936—Sit-down strikers close Cleve-
land’s General Motors plant.
1917—H.L. Mencken publishes a 
phony history of the bathtub, now 
widely accepted as gospel.
1895—The Lumiere brothers screen 
the first commercial film.
1879—As stagecoach driver “One-
Eyed Charlie” Parkhurst, 67, is pre-
pared for burial in Watsonville, Calif., 
it becomes clear that he was a she—
namely, Charlotte Parkhurst, born in 
Lebanon, N.H. in 1812.
1832—Vice President John C. Cal-
houn resigns to fight for “a perfect 
good”—slavery.

2006—The UK pays off its 
$100,000,000 WW II debt to the U.S.
1989—Playwright Vaclav Havel be-
comes President of Czechoslovakia.
1975—Eleven people are killed and 
74 wounded when a bomb explodes 
in a storage locker at LaGuardia Air-
port. The crime remains unsolved.
1972—Operation Linebacker II, 
which R. Nixon will call “my terrible 
personal ordeal,” ends. U.S. losses: 15 
downed B-52s, 12 other aircraft, 43 
KIA, & 49 POWs.
1930—Fred Newton arrives at New 
Orleans after swimming 1,826 miles 
down the Mississippi.
1916—Poisoned, stabbed, beaten, 
shot three times, and thrown uncon-
scious into the freezing Neva River, 
the Russian Tsarina Alexandra’s fa-
vorite faith-healer Grigori Yefimovich 
Rasputin dies by drowning.
1900—Harvard prof Albert B. Hart 
says states where lynching is prevalent 
should legalize the practice to main-
tain order.
1890—The 7th Cavalry massacres 
about 300 Lakota Sioux men, wom-
en, and children on their reservation 
at Wounded Knee. For this, a grateful 
nation bestows 20 Medals of Honor. 
1876—A poorly-designed, unin-
spected railroad bridge collapses in 
Ashtabula, Ohio, killing 92.
1837—In Buffalo, N.Y., Canadian 
militiamen burn the U.S.S. Carolina, 
which has been caught running guns 
to revolutionaries.

2015—At the North Pole, the tem-
perature rises above 32° for six hours.
2006—Saddam Hussein’s inelegant 
demise is captured by cellphone.
1995—In Brookline, Mass., John 
Salvi lives out his “pro-life” creed by 
killing two health care workers.
1978—A House Select Committee 
concludes that conspirators “probably” 
helped kill JFK and MLK.
1971—Dan Ellsberg is indicted for 
having set the truth free.
1947—Irgun fighters kill six Arabs 
and wound 42 in a grenade attack at 
a Haifa oil refinery. Arabs retaliate by 
beating 39 Jews to death. 
1936—The GM sit-down strike 
spreads from Cleveland to Flint.
1935—Italian bombers, two piloted 
by sons of Il Duce, drop mustard gas 
on a Red Cross unit in Ethiopia.
1924—Edwin Hubble announces 
that there are other galaxies.
1922—Godless Commies establish 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics on the ruins of a pious Empire.
1912—Lee Humiston, riding an 
Excelsior, becomes the first man to 
achieve 100 mph on a motorcycle. 
1905—A cabal of miners assassinate 
Idaho’s ex-Governor Frank Steunen-
berg with a bomb at a gate to his house.
1903—At 3:15 p.m. fire breaks out in 
Chicago’s new, “fireproof” Iroquois 
Theater. By 3:30, 600 people are dead.
1768—Teacher Ruth Blay, 31, is 
hanged in Portsmouth for concealing 
the birth of her illegitimate child.

1997—Quaker Oats pays $1.8 mil-
lion to settle a lawsuit over their secret 
feeding of radioactive oatmeal to de-
velopmentally-disabled kids.
1995—Bill and Monica enjoy their 
third tryst in a White House study.
1970—Congress repeals the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution.
1970—Associated Milk Producers, 
Inc. gets $100 million in price sup-
ports in exchange for its $2 million 
donation to the Nixon campaign.
1969—Brothers Dwight and Karl 
Armstrong drop home-made bombs 
from a stolen Cessna on a Wisconsin 
munitions plant. They fail to detonate.
1952—The Tuskeegee Institute re-
ports that for the first time since 1881, 
a year has passed without a lynching.
1947—The Israeli paramilitary outfit 
Haganah kills 20 to 70 Arabs in retali-
ation for the previous days’ Arab retal-
iation against an earlier Irgun attack 
against Arabs at a Haifa refinery.
1929—“I see nothing in the present 
situation that is either menacing or 
warrants pessimism,” says Treasury 
Secretary Andrew W. Mellon.
1904—At midnight, for the first time, 
a ball drops in Times Square to mark 
the New Year.
1901—This year’s U.S. lynching toll: 
worst ever—105 blacks, 25 whites.
1879—Edison shows off the first 
practical electric light bulb.
1761—Lydia (Hall) Fowle, wife of 
Daniel Fowle, dies in Portsmouth, 
aged 36.

2006—Speaking to amputee vets of his 
Iraq War, George W.[MD] Bush says 
“I have an injury myself [from] combat 
with a cedar. I eventually won.”
2006—A pilot with “extremely high 
levels of methamphetamine” in his 
blood crashes a Robinson R44 in 
Grand Ridge, Fla. He and two others 
die in a fiery explosion; 576 feet closer 
to I-10, and it might have been worse.
1995—An 80-foot-plus wave hits an 
oil platform in the North Sea.
1984—Ma Bell is broken up into 22 
smaller units. It seemed like a good 
idea at the time.
1975—Nixon cronies H.R. Halde-
man, John Ehrlichman, John Mitch-
ell, and Robert Mardian are convicted 
in the Watergate cover-up trial. 
1971—The pirate station Radio First 
Termer debuts from a Saigon brothel.
1959—Batista flees, and Fidel Castro 
takes over in Cuba.
1957—The AEC and USAF team up 
on Project Pluto. Its cruise missile, 
powered by an unshielded nuclear 
reactor, would spew radiation while 
dropping nukes on Commies.
1802—The people of Cheshire, Mass. 
present President Jefferson with a 
1,234-lb. cheese.
1781—Troops at Morristown, N.J., 
seize artillery and march to confront 
Congress, seeking back pay.
1300—Pope Boniface VIII’s Jubilee 
is such a popular success that dozens 
must be executed to bring the mob 
under control.

1996—At Bill Clinton’s invitation, 
Monica Lewinsky drops by the Oval 
Office. Sequestered in the bathroom, 
they violate his marriage vows.
1972—During a one-hour interview 
on CBS, Richard Nixon tells Dan 
Rather that the bombing in Southeast 
Asia had been”very, very effective.” 
Next day in a note to Hank Kissinger, 
he tells the truth: “The result = zilch.”
1970—The Supreme Court nixes 
Gen. Hershey’s effort to reclassify all 
draft protestors as 1-A, or draftable.
1967—In Florida, 72 men are arrest-
ed, thwarting an invasion of Haiti 
financed by CBS in exchange for ex-
clusive film rights of the landing.
1962—Outnumbered four to one, 
vastly outgunned, without helicop-
ters or armor, 350 Viet Cong defeat 
U.S.-advised ARVN at Ap Bac.
1946—King Zog of Albania, the only 
head of state to have fired back at a 
would-be assassin, abdicates.
1923—As evidence of his corruption 
mounts, Interior Secretary Albert Fall 
resigns. President Harding then offers 
him a seat on the Supreme Court.
1920—U.S. Attorney General A. 
Mitchell Palmer has thousands of al-
leged subversives arrested.
1905—The I.W.W., aka The Wob-
blies, “organize” in Chicago.
1882—Standard Oil reorganizes so as 
to allow John D. Rockefeller to keep 
his oil monopoly; laws be damned.
1872—Brigham Young is arrested for 
having 24 wives too many.

2006—Hotshot Republican lobbyist 
Jack Abramoff pleads guilty to three 
felony counts for defrauding Indian 
tribes and bribing officials.
1990—Former CIA asset Manuel 
“The Panamanian Strongman™” 
Noriega, aka “The Pineapple,” sur-
renders to the forces of El Jefe, George 
Herbert [Hoover] Walker Bush.
1967—Jack Ruby conveniently dies in 
prison while awaiting retrial.
1966—Ronald Reagan announces for 
Governorship of California, claiming 
it leads in bankruptcies and has 40% 
higher unemployment than the rest of 
the country, neither of which is true.
1961—In Idaho, three military tech-
nicians are killed in a steam explosion 
at a nuclear reactor.
1955—The U.S. government an-
nounces that over 3,000 federal em-
ployees have been sacked to quell Joe 
McCarthy’s paranoia.
1943—Ball turret gunner SSgt. Alan 
Magee escapes without a parachute 
from a doomed B-17, falls 22,000 feet, 
and crashes through the roof of a St. 
Nazaire railroad station. He dies in 
2003 at the age of 84.
1924—Grave robber/archaeologist 
Howard Carter gloms onto Tut-
ankhamen’s gold coffin.
1892—J.R.R. Tolkien is born in Or-
ange Free State, Africa.
1891—Oz author L. Frank Baum, 
writing in the Aberdeen (S.D.) Satur-
day Pioneer, calls for the “total exter-
mination” of Native Americans.

2017—A frozen carburetor causes a 
Robinson R22 helicopter to stall over 
San Pedro Bay; it plummets, killing 
the pilot and a photographer.
1991—A Robinson R22 flying over 
Hukerenui, New Zealand makes “a 
loud noise,” sheds its main rotors, and 
plummets to earth. The pilot and a 
passenger perish in a fireball.
1971—George Mellendorf, in Viet-
nam, mails a letter to the White 
House complaining of slow mail de-
livery. His answer arrives in 1978.
1965—The Free Speech Movement 
holds its first legal rally.
1960—During a Minimum Interval 
Takeoff at Pease AFB, the second of 
three B-47s crashes and burns; four 
crewmen die.
1958—In a New York cab, ex-Com-
mie, ex-McCarthy aide, and ex-editor 
of Confidential Howard Rushmore 
shoots his wife then himself.
1955—The U.S. agrees to pay Japan 
for nuking the Marshall Islands.
1933—Farmers in  Primghar, Iowa, 
throw a rope around a banker’s neck 
and threaten to lynch him unless he 
promises to end foreclosures.
1903—Topsy the Elephant, unjustly 
accused of being a killer, is fitted with 
copper sandals, fed carrots laced with 
a pound of cyanide, and electrocuted 
by the owners of Luna Park at Coney 
Island. An Edison crew films the fun.
41 BC—Rome’s Emperor Caligula 
is murdered by his own disgruntled 
troops, incensed over unpaid wages.

2011—Shortly after he’s sworn in, 
Rep. Frank Guinta [R-N.H.] assures 
David Koch that he’ll attend a party 
being held for new employees Repub-
lican Congressmen.
1987—President Reagan produces 
the first trillion dollar budget. It in-
cludes a $147 billion deficit.
1986—A Robinson R22 helicopter 
flying over Grenchen, Switzerland 
makes a noise “like … a machine gun 
burst,” loses its tailboom, then crashes. 
The pilot and his wife die.
1970—Mine Workers Union pres-
idential candidate Joe Yablonski is 
killed on orders of incumbent presi-
dent “Tough” Tony Boyle.
1968—Feds indict Dr. Spock for ex-
pressing concern about the health of 
his ex-patients now in uniform.
1942—Mutual Broadcasting’s John 
B. Hughes begins an anti-Japa-
nese-American radio campaign that 
results in the establishment of U.S. 
concentration camps.
1937—The Abraham Lincoln Bri-
gade is formed to fight fascism—“pre-
maturely,” some say.
1914—Henry Ford establishes the 8 
hour day and $5/day pay.
1825—As Alexander Dumas fights 
his first duel, his pants fall down.
1776—New Hampshire ratifies the 
nation’s first state constitution.
1781—Former American General 
Benedict Arnold assists the British in 
the burning and plundering of Rich-
mond, Virginia.

2006—George W.[MD] Bush OKs 
$20 million for a celebration of “suc-
cess” in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
2005—A switching error causes a 2:40 
a.m. train wreck in Graniteville, S.C.; 
60 tons of chlorine gas escape, killing 
nine immediately and one months later.
1986—One dies, 100 are injured in an 
accident at Kerr-McGee’s nuclear fuel 
plant in Oklahoma.
1970—The Supreme Court OKs sup-
pression of an anti-war underground 
newspaper at Fort Bragg, N.C.
1960—A DC-6 crashes in North 
Carolina, brought down by a dyna-
mite bomb. The case is still open.
1946—Thousands of active-duty GIs 
in the Philippines attempt to storm 
Headquarters in protest of slow re-de-
ployment back to the U.S.
1944—RIP Ida Tarbell, muckraker, 
in Bridgeport, Conn.
1927—Freelance executioner Rob-
ert Greene Elliot electrocutes three 
convicts in Charlestown, Mass., then 
three more in Sing Sing, N.Y. 
1927—U.S. Marines invade Nicara-
gua. Again.
1920—Birth of Reverend Sun 
Myung Moon, future Man-o’-God.
1895—Ex-Queen Liliuokalani is 
arrested in Hawaii after a failed coup 
against Sanford Dole.
1863—President-elect Franklin Pierce 
and his wife Jane survive an Andover, 
Mass. train derailment, but, with two 
sons dead already, see their third son 
dead, nearly decapitated. 

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork

Jill Vranicar • Kate Leigh • Dana Lincoln

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“With all thine offerings 
thou shalt offer salt.”

- Moses

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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CRESCENT
AROMATICS

Kate Leigh 
94B Pleasant St

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801

603.501.8813
crescentaromatics.com

Come in and check out your community’s
new aromatics shop

offering products, services, and classes.
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