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The U.S.S. Manchester Comes to Town
The spankin’ new U.S.S. Man-

chester sailed up the Pisca-
taqua Monday amid a good deal of 
hoopla—all of which was quite ap-
propriate, since the ship is named 
after this state’s biggest city, and 
this town has the state’s only port 
that is capable of berthing her. 

Chief among the cheerleaders 
was the Award-Winning Local 
Daily, which dutifully recorded 
that the ship is designed “to defeat 
threats such as mines and quiet die-
sel submarines [and is] intended for 
action in near-shore environments 
yet capable of open ocean opera-
tion,” the Portsmouth Herald assert-
ed. The paper went on to say that the 
ship is equipped “with a Bofors 57 
millimeter naval gun, a rolling air-
frame missile launcher and a caliber 
machine gun … .” [Emphasis added.]

Being of the old school, we had 
to know what caliber. The inevitable 
Wikipedia alleges that, in addition to 
the aforementioned Bofors, Man-
chester actually has four guns, not 
one, all of the 50 caliber persuasion: 
two in the bow and two in the stern. 
With that appetizer out of the way, 
let’s dig in to the rest of this feast, for, 
truly, there is a lot to cover.

The AWLD writes that the “Navy 
initiated the littoral combat ship 
[LCS] program in 2008 with two 
different designs.” 

Well, no. 
What Was Rummy Smoking?

The LCS program began in 2003, 
while Secretary of State Donald 
Rumsfeld still had leisure time to 
push his “Transformation” of mil-
itary affairs. The Army got a “Fu-
ture Combat System,” which cost 

$19 billion and achieved approxi-
mately nothing. The Navy got the 
LCS.

The original plan called for a 
design competition: build both a 
traditional single-hull frame and 
a trimaran, then pick the type that 
performed the best. The Depart-
ment of Defense [DoD] being the 
DoD, picked both. The Manchester 
is of the Independence class—the 
trimaran.

Things went downhill from there, 
but let’s start from where they were 
supposed to go. For reasons which 
will soon become obvious, the 
Project on Government Oversight 
[POGO] has been keeping tabs on 
the LCS since its inception. Hereaf-
ter we’ll be relying heavily on their 
reportage. 

According to the original specs, 

the LCS were to have a ten-foot 
draft, enabling the ship to patrol and 
fight in the shallow coastal waters. 
In the real world, Manchester draws 
15 feet.

Each ship was to be capable of 
performing three different mis-
sions—anti-submarine warfare, 
mine counter-measures, and surface 
warfare. This neat trick would be ac-
complished through a very Rums-
feldian innovation: interchangeable 
mission-specific modules capable of 
being swapped out in a few hours or 
days.

Since the ships were going to be 
so high-tech, great reductions in 
manpower were anticipated. Where 
a roughly comparable frigate would 
require a crew of 250, an LCS would 
go to sea with a crew of 15 to 50. 

Module-swapping turned out 

to take somewhere between a fort-
night and a month. Crew estimates 
weren’t much more accurate.

The ships were to have a 50-knot 
top speed and the endurance to 
maintain that speed for up to 1,500 
nautical miles. Since accompanying 
naval task forces or convoys requires 
even greater range, the LCS was 
supposed to be able to have a cruis-
ing range of 4,300 nautical miles 
while sustaining a speed of 20 knots.

The mono-hull Freedom class 
LCS “only achieved 43.6 knots 
with an endurance of approximate-
ly 855 nautical miles,” according to 
POGO. “In moderately rough sea 
states (4 or more), speed slows well 
below current frigates due to slam-

First thing every morning 
the President of the United 

States of America and Leader of 
the Free World, by custom if not 
in fact, wakens alone, brushes the 
grease-stained McDonald’s wrap-
pers off his bed, and reaches for his 
easily-hacked, unsecured iPhone. 
Paying no attention to the billows 
of smoke which surround him, he 
proclaims to his alleged 52 million 
followers, in garbled, ungrammat-
ical, randomly-capitalized lumps 
of text only vaguely reminiscent of 
English, that there is no fire.

Early this week, in dishonor of its 
one-year anniversary, he escalated, 
as is his wont, his attack on Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller’s one-year-
old investigation into the cause of 
the pillar of smoke which has tow-
ered over the White House since the 
crack of noon on January 20th, 2017.

Reasoning, so to speak, that be-
cause he is President and has the 
power to do so, he demanded that 
the Justice Department launch an 
investigation of Mueller’s investiga-
tion into his Presidential campaign’s 
connections with the government 
of Russia—the details of which 
have been pouring non-stop out of 
every speaker on Planet Earth until 
people now mumble them random-
ly in their sleep—on the non-exis-
tent grounds that that there are no 
grounds for Mueller’s investigation. 
Those grounds, however, continue 
to accumulate, constituting by now 
a continent of their own. 

Just last week a voluminous-
ly-documented report revealed that 
on the same day he appeared in the 
third Presidential debate—at a time 
when he was denying any business 
dealings with Russians—Trump 
signed a letter of intent on a deal to 
plaster his name atop a 100-story 
building in the heart of Moscow for 
a six-figure payoff.

The President and his legion of 

sycophants are using the one-year 
anniversary of Mueller’s appoint-
ment to invite their base to indulge 
in a brand-new fantasy: that there’s 
a brief natural lifespan on special in-
vestigations. This would have come 
as a great surprise to Independent 
Counsel Kenneth “Ahab” Starr, who 
pursued Bill Clinton for half a de-
cade.

Anyone sentient enough to pull 
his hand off a hot stove can see 
that the only reason Mueller hasn’t 
slapped the cuffs on Trump is that 
he’s desperately trying to inventory 
the tsunami of evidence that’s still 
pouring in like the Atlantic into the 
Titanic.

What’s hard to grasp is the sheer 
enormity of it all. As Orwell wrote, 
“To see what is in front of one’s nose 
needs a constant struggle.” It seems 
that every day a dozen incredible 
things happen, each one a turn for 
the worse. Tiles in an enormous mo-
saic, they form a sinister pattern.

More than a year ago the CIA, 
FBI, and NSA issued a joint re-
port which flatly stated that Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin had 
ordered an influence campaign in 
2016 whose aim was to undermine 
public faith in the U.S. democratic 
process, denigrate Secretary Clinton, 
harm her electability and potential 
presidency, and boost candidate 
Trump’s election chances. Tuesday, 
a CNN reporter, thinking ahead to 
the elections this fall, asked Secre-
tary of Homeland Security Kirstjen 
Nielsen—whose responsibility it is 
to prevent such electoral interfer-
ence in the future—for her views on 
that report.

“I do not believe that I’ve seen 
[the] conclusion … that the specific 
intent [of Russian meddling in the 
2016 U.S. Presidential campaign] 
was to help President Trump win? 
I’m not aware of that,” she replied.

The Supreme Court just ruled 

that workers, who so often treat their 
employers cruelly, may no longer 
gang up to sue their benefactors. In-
stead they can take advantage of an 
orderly and civil arbitration process.

Long-suffering banks, which have 
been so helpful to us all in managing 
capital transactions, are finally being 
freed by Congress from onerous 
regulations placed on them for mis-
guided reasons which now are lost 
to history.

Pesky reporters continue their 
obstreperous ways, but wise admin-
istrators like the EPA’s Scott Pruitt 
are hiring staff with the personal 
fortitude to shove them into hall-
ways when necessary.

The pinnacle of this perverse in-
version may be the continued prose-
cution—make that persecution—of 
58 individuals rounded up and ar-
rested while protesting the inaugu-
ration of a man who on Wednesday 
claimed that the Justice Department 
doing its job constitutes “one of the 
biggest scandals in history!”

Most ordinary mortals, by their 
eighth decade, have developed some 
sort of bedtime ritual: a verse from 
the Bible, a glass of milk, one last 
belt of Scotch … . The President of 
the United States and the Leader of 
the Free World, by custom if not in 
fact, has the freedom and the power 
to do damn near anything he wants 
(e.g., John F. Kennedy’s pool parties). 

The incumbent may or may not 
eat McDonald’s while recumbent, 
discarding the carb-laden buns for 
reasons of health. According to 
apparently trustworthy reporting, 
though, he will almost certainly 
pick up his easily-hacked, unsecured 
Me-Phone and, of his own volition, 
smoke wafting from his every pore, 
and place a call to Sean Hannity. 

Most people would rather take 
an ice pick to their ear, but the af-
finity between these two is as deep 
and natural as it is repulsive. Trump, 
a man who can’t be bothered to 
spell the name of his own third 
wife correctly, made a career out of 

cheating people who worked for a 
living. Hannity gives lip service to 
democracy, but his heart belongs 
to Mammon. He boasts of being a 
capitalist, but doesn’t trust the stock 
market. Apparently he’s just evil, 
not stupid. Instead he invests the 
surplus from his $32 million annual 
salary in homes his deluded audi-
ence lost to foreclosure. He does this 
using $20 million in loans that are 
backed by the full faith and credit of 
the U.S. taxpayer, making himself a 
Welfare King. It’s as if the two were 
in a friendly competition to find out 
which one can out-loathsome the 
other.

While terrifying news clips from 
Hawaii show a seething red hells-
cape, a sinkhole is growing on the 
North Lawn of the White House. 
This suggestive conjunction has 
spawned millions of snarky remarks. 

There is no need, though, to wish 
this man into Hell. He has gone to 
Hell already, of his own volition.

–=≈=–
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ming of the semi-planing hull, ac-
cording to experienced U.S. Navy 
naval architects. Endurance at 14.4 
knot transit speed is 1,960 nautical 
miles, too slow to escort convoys or 
task forces, and too little range to 
cross oceans without a tanker.”

The Independence class fared 
even worse. It can only make 37.6 
knots—and that in smooth wa-
ter—with endurance of just 1,000 
nautical miles. Over a 4,200 nautical 
mile range, it could only manage 14 
knots. Some of that is due to heavi-
er-than-intended displacement. 
The initial specs called for 2,500 
tons. The Independence class came 
in at 3,200 tons—about 28 percent 
heavier.

Last but not least on our list of 
failures, the ships were supposed 
to cost about $220 million each. 
They’re coming in at about half a 
billion more—per ship.

A Hell of a Way to Run a Navy
POGO’s Mandy Smithberger and 
Pierre Sprey wrote in December 
16, 2016, “The Navy’s $29 billion 
Littoral Combat Ship program 
provides a step-by-step case study 
in acquisition failures and the costs 
and risks of unacceptable levels of 
concurrency. 

“Its design requirements were 

poorly conceived, the manpow-
er planning was wildly unrealis-
tic, Navy leadership and program 
managers repeatedly circumvented 
acquisition rules — increasing con-
currency and cost risk — and pro-
duction was approved despite poor 
and rushed analysis. 

“Production milestones were 
approved despite glaring program 
failures. Moreover, the program is 
an example of how unwilling Con-
gress is to step in and hold defense 
acquisition programs accountable. 
Congress repeatedly failed to in-
tervene despite warnings from the 
Government Accountability Office, 
the Congressional Research Service 
and experienced independent ana-
lysts that this program was grossly 
off track. 

“Now the Navy has announced 
that it is abandoning the LCS’s 
radically new manning concept as 
well as the fundamental concept of a 
multi-mission ship with swappable 
mission modules, completely over-
hauling the justification and total 
concept for this program. 

“This necessitates large increases 
in crew size and a significant rede-
sign of crew spaces and weapons 
installations, almost certain to sig-
nificantly increase acquisition and 
operational costs.”

In addition to being unable to 
meet these design specifications, the 

LCSs have come up short on two 
characteristics which are rather im-
portant when fighting wars: lethality 
and survivability. 

Rather than halting the program 
altogether, though, the Navy just cut 
back on its order. Instead of buying 
55 of these lemons, it’s only purchas-
ing 29. Then-Office of Management 
and Budget Director Mick Mul-
vaney said in 2016, “the Navy doesn’t 
want them.” 

Last May, though—after the 
Trump administration had submit-
ted its budget—another LCS was 
tacked on for good measure because 
Senators Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) 
and Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisc.) 
wanted it. By sheer coincidence, the 
Independence class of LCSs is built 
by Austal in Mobile, Alabama, and 
the Freedom class is built by Lock-
heed Martin in Marinette, Wiscon-
sin. 

This caused consternation among 
some Members of Congress. Sen-
ator John McCain (R-Ariz.) said, 
“I’ve never seen anything like 
it.” Representative Adam Smith 
(D-Wash.) said, “They pulled that 
ship out of their asses.”

The familiar excuse was, of course, 
to “maintain the industrial base.” 
POGO isn’t buying that.

“Acting Navy Secretary Sean 

Stackley, who also keenly shares the 
Senators’ concerns about the indus-
trial base, assured them the budget 
as introduced would be sufficient 
to take care of jobs. Independent 
watchdogs have also found there 
are actually no compelling industrial 
base considerations in the near-term 
because shipyards will be building 
LCS under contract through fis-
cal year 2021. Large cost overruns, 
schedule delays, and a demonstrated 
lack of combat survivability and le-
thality discovered during operation-
al testing and deployments should 
have resulted in cancelling, or at least 
slowing down, the program. What’s 
kept it going is pressure from Sena-
tors like Shelby and Baldwin.”

The good news is that Navy has 
no plans to sign any contracts for 
more LCSs. The bad news is that the 
Navy does intend to sign contracts 
for some frigates—which POGI 
calls “the LCS by another name.”

–=≈=–
Gawk from the Gundalow

The Manchester may be misbegot-
ten, but that’s no reason not to get 
a good look at it. Some fortunate 
few will be able to do just that 
from the deck of a hand-made lo-
cal vessel: the Piscataqua. It’s prob-
ably too late now to get tickets, but 
Portsmouth’s impeccably designed 

and built gundalow will cruise past 
the Manchester between 9:45 a.m. 
to 10:45 a.m. tomorrow.

It should be a great start for the 
gundalow’s public sailing season. 
Tickets at gundalow.org.

–=≈=–
For a Sustainable Seacoast (and Beyond)
Now that plastic bags have been 
found 7 miles below the ocean’s 
surface in the depths of the Mar-
iana Trench, perhaps it’s time to 
re-think our casual use of plastics.

Woops—turns out Sustainable 
Seacoast is already on the job.

Citing the time-honored message 
that “small, intentional actions can 
have lasting positive results on the 
environment,” co-Founder Keith 
Tharp, of Kittery, Maine, says “that 
is what Sustainable Seacoast is all 
about.” 

The group’s mission is “to reduce 
the Seacoast’s impact on the envi-
ronment through education, advo-
cacy, and activism.” Its first objective 
is to eliminate single use plastics and 
reduce disposables in the local food 
industry. 

“The Seacoast food and bever-
age industry is a vibrant and grow-
ing scene, and many restaurants, 
breweries, and cafes want to adopt 
more environmentally conscious 
practices,” he said. “Unfortunately, 

The U.S.S. Manchester (LCS-14), one of the Navy’s newest littoral com-
bat ships, will be commissioned tomorrow with great fanfare. Whether 
it actually functions remains to be seen. To what extent its use in combat 
might serve the real needs of the American people might also be a worth-
while subject of debate.
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Now it can be said: The Battle of Sanders Poynt [or Point] is over. Rob-
ert Jesurum, of Rye, has triumphed over William “Bill” Binnie, of Went-
worth-Buys-the-Sea, and the town, which clearly favored the latter. The 
proof is in the firm and presumably permanent implantation of a pres-
sure-treated 4 x 4 wooden post directly into terra firma, holding a sign 
which bears the legend, “Sanders Point, 1623.” Easily misconstrued as a 
farcical legal extravagance reminiscent of Dickens’ Jarndyce v. Jarndyce, 
it was in fact a case of an honorable citizen stepping up and fighting for the 
rights of all citizens against selfish private interests, while the State’s du-
ly-appointed defender of public rights stood in default. Bravo, sir. As to the 
spelling, Jesurum informs us that the change from “Poynt” to “Point” was 
due to “the meddling of the Town of Rye,” not Binnie. Jesurum informed 
us Monday that he has “no current plans to sue the town” over the spelling.

many don’t possess the knowledge 
or bandwidth to establish and reach 
their sustainability goals. That’s one 
of the main areas that we see us be-
ing able to help in.”

While only now announcing their 
formation—Sustainable Seacoast is 
currently composed of volunteers 
but has filed for nonprofit status—
Tharp said they have already signed 
on more than 15 member restau-
rants. 

According to Toby Alves of Mr. 
Fox Composting, one of several stra-
tegic partners, Sustainable Seacoast 
addresses a critical need. 

“It is later than we think regarding 
the vast amount of pollution caused 
by plastics in our environment,” he 
said. “We need to get serious about 
the way we have let plastic invade 
our lives disguised as a convenience. 
Sustainable Seacoast has the energy 
and creativity to make real progress 
and their commitment to this goal 
is admirable.”

Sustainable Seacoast Co-Found-
er Kate Harris said strategic partners 
like Mr. Fox Composting are criti-
cal to their mission. Established in 
2009, Mr. Fox Composting collects 
food scraps and organic residuals 
from local businesses and residences 

that would historically end up in a 
landfill.

To learn more visit www.Sustain-
ableSeacoast.com.

–=≈=–
Parade for Peace on Memorial Day 

Once again, New Hampshire 
members of Veterans for Peace 
[VfP] and their allies will be par-
ticipating as an embedded group 
within the “Official Memorial 
Day” parade in Manchester. Roch-
ester’s Wes Flierl handled the di-
plomacy.

Auburn’s Will Thomas will bear 
an appropriate VfP banner. Show-
ing a photo of the raising of the 
flag on Iwo Jima, it also carries the 
name of Manchester native Rene 
Gagnon, who helped raise that flag. 
Below his name is a quote by him: 
“Do Not Glorify War. There Is No 
Glory in It.”

–=≈=–
The Poor People’s Campaign of 2018 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was to have led a March 
on Washington in May, 1968, to 
kick off the original Poor People’s 
Campaign. A Poor People’s Cam-
paign of 2018 has now begun. The 
third event of six will be held on 
May 29th, in Concord. Its theme 

will be “The War Economy and 
Militarism.” 

–=≈=–
NH Black Heritage Trail is the Best

Congratulations are due on two 
counts to the Black Heritage Trail 
of New Hampshire: once for re-
ceiving Yankee Magazine’s Edi-
tor’s Choice Award for Best New 
Hampshire Walking Tour, and 
again on the spiffy new website, 
BlackHeritageTrailNH.org.

–=≈=–
Bride Survives Robinson ’Copter Crash

A Brazilian bride hoping for a 
memorable arrival at her wedding 
exceeded her wildest dreams on 
May 5th in São Paulo. A Rob-
inson R44 helicopter, which was 
about to set her down on the lawn 
in front of a castle, crashed instead 
and burst into flames moments 
later.

The bride came out of the crash 
unscathed, and the wedding proceed-
ed. The pilot and two other passen-
gers, her nephew and a photographer, 
all suffered minor injuries. The ma-
chine was destroyed by the fire.

The woman, who was not named 
in news reports, fared far better than 
Rosemere do Nascimento Silva. 
She and three others, including her 
brother, died when their Robin-
son R44 in which they were flying 
crashed in São Paulo in December, 

2016.
More information has been re-

leased about the Robinson R22 
pilot injured on May 1st when his 
machine crashed on Sauvie Island, 
Ore. According to a tweet from 
KATU Portland’s Jackie Labrecque, 
Clayton Hletko, 31, “was on a solo, 
qualifying flight to get his commer-
cial helicopter pilot license when he 
crashed into a Sauvie Island field, 
says his sister Desiree Evans. He has 
serious, extensive injuries.” On May 
11th, WRAL.com reported that Hl-
etko was “in critical condition and is 
expected to remain in a hospital for 
months, his family says.”

According to law enforcement 
officers, “it was lucky that Hletko 
landed in the field, and not on top of 
nearby homes.”

Such things do happen. On May 
17th, a military helicopter based at 
Fort Bliss accidentally dropped a can 
of live ammunition through the roof 
of a classroom at El Paso’s Parkland 
Elementary School. The incident 
happened at 3:45 p.m., not long af-
ter school let out.

The helicopter was flying at about 
1,000 feet, according to military 
authorities. The laws of physics say 
the fall would have lasted about 7.8 
seconds. When it hit, the 40-pound 
ammunition can would have been 
traveling at 171 mph.

That’s Some Heavy Duty Street Art
Portsmouth has earned a repu-
tation as a showcase for the arts. 
Once earned, though, such reputa-
tions must be maintained. As they 
say in Hollywood, “What have you 
done lately?”

As it happens, on Chestnut Street, 
a fine example one of the more ob-
scure art forms has recently been 
put on permanent display. Our first 
guess was that the distinctive man-
hole cover shown below resulted 
from some unheralded public/pri-
vate partnership between City Hall 
and the Music Hall. Our confiden-
tial source within the latter organi-
zation disabused us of that notion. 

Deputy Director of Public Works 
Brian Goetz tells us these cus-
tom-made manhole covers, though 
made to order, come at no extra cost. 
The first ones were installed last year.
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Who’s the Threat, Here?
To the Editor:
The U.S. is the only country to have 

dropped a nuclear weapon on civilians, 
yet the U.S. was nonetheless regarded 
as a trusted leader while it helped ne-
gotiate the Iran nuclear deal in 2015. 
From my perspective as an American 
citizen, that seemed highly question-
able at best.

To make matters worse, the U.S. 
has never apologized to the people of 
Japan for the atomic bombings of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki, yet the U.S. is 
nonetheless regarded as a trusted lead-
er in dealing with nuclear proliferation 
issues in both Iran and North Korea. 
That seems hypocritical to me.

Iran currently has no nuclear weap-
ons, North Korea currently has an un-
specified number (likely less than 100), 
while the U.S. currently has 1,393 de-
ployed nuclear warheads. So, why isn’t 
the U.S. regarded as the greater threat 
to global peace?

Have all the mainstream news edi-
tors and reporters fallen into a trance 
state and become patriotic support-
ers of the U.S. government’s agen-
da to bully the world with nuclear 
weapons? Have all members of U.S. 
Congress been secretly drugged into 
compliance? Or could it be a covert 
Jedi mind trick?

“The force can have a strong influ-
ence on the weak-minded,” Obi-Wan 
Kenobi said to Luke Skywalker. Luck-
ily, Luke had a strong mind, thanks to 
his Jedi training, and he used his Jedi 
mind tricks for good, not for evil. Our 
political leaders and scribes would do 
well to be more like Luke, less like 
Darth Vader.

Alex J. Boros
Rochester, N.H.
Alex:
You’ve got a lot of gall, casting doubts 

on the U.S.’s right to cast itself as the 
world’s rightful leader on the basis of 
nothing but facts and history. What terri-
ble things happened to you in your youth? 
Did you somehow get a good education 
or something? Our advice is to be very 
careful when sharing these ideas. Many 
people these days find an objective to be 
not just startling, but frightening. 

The Editor

Whose Government Is It, Anyway?
To the Editor:
You’ve got to admit, we’ve fall-

en pretty far when the Speaker of 
the House proclaims America to be 
a Christian nation, then sacks the 
House Chaplain for advocating mer-
cy for the poor. And what about Vice 
President Pence anointing Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio as America’s new arbiter of law 
and order? Could the GOP’s myopic 
hypocrisy get any worse?

Yes it can! Desperate for support 
from any quadrant, Republicans have 
just announced their intention to join 
forces with the President’s assault on 
Special Prosecutor Mueller and the 
FBI as their official 2018 campaign 
strategy. Doing so sends the chilling 
message that political innuendo and 
special interest reign supreme over 
personal accountability and the rule 
of law. Unfortunately, this dangerous 
misstep will only shove our nation 
closer to the authoritarian hell-hole 
Donald J. Trump dreams about when 
he turns out the light.

If Republicans are worried about the 
upcoming elections, they have reasons 
for concern. Corporate money and alt-
right propaganda may have catapulted 
them into office, but disaffected voters 
are beginning to understand that it’s 
the nation’s pocketbook, and not the 
swamp, that’s being drained. Fearing 
backlash, many GOP lawmakers have 
already abandoned ship rather than 
face voters in the fall.

The time is right to throw these 
bums out, but unfortunately they ar-
en’t even the real bums! As long as our 
election financing system forces poli-
ticians to grovel before the throne of 
corporate special-interest to sustain 
their office, oligarchy, predatory cap-
italism, and unbridled privatization 
of the public sector will continue to 
ravage the political landscape. Some-
how, Main Street Democrats, Inde-
pendents, and disaffected Republicans 
must find a way to bury the hatchet 
long enough to run these propaganda 
spewing moneychangers out of the 
temple.

Kicking the real bums out won’t be 
easy because it will require each of us to 
match corporate spending with small 

donations, to volunteer personal time 
to support civic-minded candidates, 
to demonstrate in the street as needed, 
and to do whatever else it takes to get 
out the vote in record numbers. But 
hey, if you’ve got to fight a war, burning 
the midnight oil, meeting new friends, 
and consuming a lot of “Dunkin” sure 
beats crawling around in the dirt with 
a gun. No wonder people still want to 
come here!

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
We took the liberty of changing “Sher-

iff Joe Aleppo” to the more conventional 
spelling, “Arpaio.” We hope that did not 
spoil an intended allusion suggesting that 
his erstwhile domain, the sun-baked hell 
of the Maricopa County Jail, may be as 
undesirable a place to live as the chaotic, 
devastated Syrian city of that name.

Your call for those who would throw off 
the oligarchy to get busy brings to mind 
the phrase, “deferred maintenance.” 

During the 1930s, workers had to fight 
like hell for their rights in the workplace, 
and as citizens. During the 1940s the 
whole country fought like hell to defeat 
fascism. During the 1950s and early 
60s, the U.S. rode high while Europe, Ja-
pan, and Korea rebuilt themselves. A lot 
of people seem to take that as their cue to 
watch football and drink insipid beer.

Greed never sleeps, though. As middle 
American got lazy, the oligarchs, mo-
tivated in part by a memo from future 
Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell, 
organized think tanks and built allianc-
es with an eye to taking back what the 
workers had won.

A lot of ordinary Americans took their 
eye off the only ball that matters—polit-
ical power. You’re absolutely right—we 
gotta get crackin’.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trump’s Simple-Minded, Dangerous Agenda
To the Editor:
If the pattern was not already clear, 

Trump’s decision to have America 

ditch the Iran nuclear agreement, 
makes it crystal clear that the Trump 
agenda has nothing to do with our 
national security or our people, but 
simply to undo anything President 
Obama accomplished. He has man-
aged to severely weaken Obamacare, 
withdrew from the Paris Accord, and 
now he has isolated America by reneg-
ing on the Iran Agreement. Instead of 
working to improve on any of these 
imperfect policies, he has simply reck-
lessly abandoned them, never seeking 
to make improvements or providing 
reasonable alternatives. 

The decision to abandon the Iran 
Nuclear Agreement will have dev-
astating short and long-term conse-
quences on America. Trump’s actions 
will further weaken our already dam-
aged Trans-Atlantic Alliance by forc-
ing Germany, France and England, 
the other western partners in this 
Agreement, to try to salvage the possi-
bility of keeping Iran from obtaining a 
nuclear weapon with the added prob-
lem of America imposing sanctions 
on Iran. Iran for their part, may simply 
walk away from the Agreement and 
resume full speed ahead with its nu-
clear ambitions. The hardliners in Iran, 
who were opposed to the Agreement 
from the beginning, are now rejoicing 
thanks to the gift Trump has handed 
them. The moderates in Iran will be 
weakened and have less influence on 
policy decisions. Our relations with 
China and Russia, the other partic-
ipants in this Agreement will also be 
further damaged.

Trump’s decision to abandon the 
Iran Agreement is no surprise. His 
decision to appoint John Bolton as his 
National Security Adviser was a clear 
indication of this coming decision. 
Despite the overwhelming evidence 
from multiple intelligence sources, in-
cluding the Israelis, that Iran is com-

plying with the Agreement, Trump 
has decided to follow the Bolton, Net-
anyahu path to war with Iran. 

America is on the brink of making 
a mistake with Iran that will make the 
Iraq fiasco look like child’s play. The 
consequences of a military engage-
ment with Iran will lead to a global 
economic and environmental and 
security crisis of monumental propor-
tions. And, as with all of Trump’s other 
policy disasters, it will do nothing to 
improve our national security, econo-
my or well being, in fact, it will do just 
the opposite.

Rich DiPentima, LTC, USAF (Ret.)
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
It’s exceedingly difficult, given the 

vast array of options, to pick the abso-
lute worst, most potentially-catastrophic 
policy coming out of this Administration. 
Pulling out of the Paris Accord increases 
the odds in the long run that our atmo-
sphere will eventually kill us off. Pulling 
out of the Iran Agreement, though, could 
spare us prolonged suffering.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Gaza and Kent State: Any Difference?
To the Editor:
I was in college when National 

Guard soldiers murdered four students 
on the Kent State campus. Those sol-
diers were a callous and cowardly rep-
resentation of a government without a 
conscience attempting to justify its war 
in Vietnam. Their deaths are a memo-
rial to the immorality of governments.

Monday, Israeli snipers hiding be-
hind an earthen wall and protected 
by a fence assassinated 60 Palestinians 
protesting on their own land against 
their militarist neighbor which has 
kept them in an open-air prison for 
decades. The snipers had murdered of 
dozens more just days before. Think 
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about it. The descendants of those who 
either escaped or survived the Holo-
caust are now adopting the tactics of 
their former oppressors.

Israel blamed the deaths on those 
who organized the protest as if pro-
testing on your own land against the 
country that imprisons you is a justifi-
cation for murder. It is getting harder 
to tell the Israeli State from the Islam-
ic State, Apartheid South Africa or 
Chile under General Pinochet.

Unfortunately, the United State has 
used its veto power in the UN Securi-
ty Council to give Israel carte blanche 
to commit these crimes. This needs to 
stop. We should withhold military aid 
and our veto power until Israel returns 
to being a civilized country.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, N.H.
Walter:
Some unknown-to-us percentage of 

Israelis surely abhor what their country is 
doing to the Palestinians. Lord knows a 
large chunk of the U.S. can’t stand what 
we’ve been doing in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Guantánamo, &c., &c., &c, ad nauseam. 
For that matter, plenty of Americans are 
enraged by what the U.S. is doing in the 
U.S., and rightly so. 

Since both nations are democracies, it 
stands to reason that the majority must 
approve of this abhorrent behavior. Thing 
is, we don’t recall being asked for our 
opinion. Instead, every couple of years we 
get a choice between two candidates, both 
of whom are usually willing to knuckle 
under to whatever shenanigans the State 
and Defense Departments are up to.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Political Parties Must Unite or We’ll Perish
To the Editor:
We’ve been repulsed and appalled, 

but we’ve also been hypnotically at-
tentive to the circus spinning from 

and around Trump. The lying and 
self-serving corruption, the bullying 
and ever-changing directions have 
driven us anxious and angry. The re-
spect that other nations consistently 
had for us has shriveled. 

But none of that compares with 
the clear and present danger Trump’s 
withdrawal from the Iran nuclear trea-
ty has initiated. He lit the fuse to war 
in the Middle-East and beyond. Iran 
and its neighbors now have no alterna-
tive but to prepare for nuclear threats. 
Uncounted millions could die, includ-
ing Americans. Our property, security, 
and economy are at risk of catastrophic 
destruction.

And for what reason? Our system 
of government has let a madman take 
charge of our country. 

There is one recourse that can save 
us, and the world. Congressional Re-
publicans and Democrats must unite 
to impeach and remove this dangerous 
demagogue. 

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.
Bruce:
Impeach Pence First!
The Editor

–=≈=–
Bring Back the Draft?

To the Editor:
Two of the purposes of art are to 

generate strong emotions and provoke 
thought and Neil Young’s 1970 song, 
“Ohio,” his reaction to the Kent State 
Massacre, accomplishes both those 
effects. I have not been able to clear 
Young’s song, consisting of the fol-
lowing ten lines, from my head since 
I was reminded that May 4th marked 
the 48th anniversary of the Kent State 
Massacre. Four Kent State University 
(Ohio) students were killed and nine 
were injured when Ohio National 
Guard troops, dispatched by the Ohio 
Governor at the behest of the Kent 

Mayor, opened fire on an unarmed 
crowd who had gathered to protest the 
Vietnam War and the lies told about it 
by Presidents Johnson and Nixon:

Tin soldiers and Nixon coming,
We’re finally on our own.
This summer I hear the drumming,
Four dead in Ohio.
Gotta get down to it
Soldiers are cutting us down
Should have been done long ago.
What if you knew her
And found her dead on the ground
How can you run when you know?
The Kent State Massacre sparked 

tremendous outrage and led to na-
tionwide protests and an anti-estab-
lishment student strike which forced 
hundreds of colleges to close. The 
incident was the beginning of the 
end of our very long involvement in 
Vietnam (not as long as our current 
engagements in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
however) which saw the death of over 
58,000 Americans and about two mil-
lion Vietnamese.

I’ve been wondering what it is going 
to take to generate the same outrage 
towards the lies being told to us today 
by our leaders. Perhaps the answer is 
to re-institute the military draft to 
wake America up from its slumber 
and put everyone’s skin in the game 
so they will feel compelled to hold 
#45, and his warmongering Repub-
lican enablers, accountable for telling 
whoppers like the following one on 
“Iran’s nuclear program” to instigate an 
unnecessary war with Iran: “Today we 
have definitive proof that this Iranian 
promise was a lie … Last week, Isra-
el published intelligence documents, 
long concealed by Iran, conclusively 
showing the Iranians regime and its 
history of pursuing nuclear weapons.”

Wayne H. Merritt
Dover, N.H.
Wayne:
Revive the draft! The proposal, at 

first glance, has much to recommend it. 
In theory, this would place the offspring 

of our oligarchs at potential risk. This 
would presumably induce out oligarchs 
to instruct their Congressional flunkies 
to avoid any unnecessary foreign ad-
ventures. In other words, it would make 
hostages of the youngest one percent. An 
enticing proposition, indeed. All the more 
so if the new regulations could stipulate 
that, unless they irrevocably bind them-
selves to a 20-year career, they must serve 
in the enlisted ranks. The most salutary 
thing which might be achieved by a truly 
universal draft would be the exposure of 
future trust-fund babies to fellow Amer-
icans whose first decent footwear was is-
sued as part of their uniform.

In theory this would be a full replace-
ment of our current system, in which we 
have a professional warrior class whose 
compensation package includes moder-
ately good pay, excellent heath care (for 
those on active duty—after that, it’s ca-
veat emptor), and a unique fringe benefit: 
a lavish, indeed, a unique and extrava-
gant form of status. Barring felonious 
behavior, all classes of civilians are cur-
rently expected to treat even the lowliest 
enlisted ranks with exquisitely reverent 
deference—an obvious over-reaction to 
the post-Vietnam era.

The most basic problem with the pro-
posal is that it would constitute the com-
plete negation of the Constitutional rights 
of every drafted person: “Life? Liberty? 
The pursuit of happiness? Drop and give 
me 100, boot!”

Also, we cannot imagine any surefire 
way to prevent the sons and daughters of 
our corporate overlords from weaseling 
out of service.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Credibility, Hypocrisy, and Self Defense
To the Editor:
President Trump’s irresponsible ac-

tion to cancel the international Iran 
Nuclear Agreement, which took 12 
years to negotiate, has made the world 
less safe. In addition, the United States 
government has lost serious credibil-
ity with regards to any international 
agreements it might sign in the future. 
It would be hard to understand why 
a North Korean government would 
trust that an agreement with Presi-
dent Trump would be honored in the 
future. 

I do not have much sympathy with 
either the North Korean or the Irani-
an government. Both governments are 
serious violators of the human rights 
of their own citizens and citizens of 
other nations. While Iran is an author-
itarian government run by a religious 
elite, North Korea is an old-fashion 
dictatorship now run by the third gen-
eration of the same family. As a group 
member of, and case worker with Am-
nesty International for more than 40 
years, I am well aware both of the his-
tory of these two countries and their 
human rights record. However, we 
must be reminded that international 
law and common sense allows for the 
right of self-defense by all countries 
using whatever means they choose, in-
cluding nuclear weapons. It might be 
a bad choice, but no country has the 
right to insist that another country not 
be allowed to develop nuclear weap-
ons. In fact many countries currently 
claim that right, e.g. the U.S., Russia, 
the UK, and Israel. It is hypocritical for 
our country (or Israel’s Prime Minister 
Netanyahu) to demand that Iran give 
up such a right. For the same reason, it 
would seem to me very unlikely that 
any North Korean government would 
give up its right to have such weapons 
for self-defense. While I would not 
like to see either North Korea or Iran 
develop a nuclear weapon, it is diplo-
macy and international pressure that 
can accomplish that, and not military 
threats. 

As a scientist who has been studying 
the issues of nuclear weapons for over 
25 years, I am convinced that abolish-
ing nuclear weapons would make the 
world a safer place. However, until 
that happens, our best vehicle is the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). Signed by many nations, in-
cluding Iran but never by Israel, this 
treaty makes the following propos-
al: If a nation decides not to develop 
nuclear weapons, the nuclear weap-
ons countries obligate themselves to 
eliminating their own weapons over 
time, and must allow for and assist the 
non-weapons nations with the devel-
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The Northcountry Chronicle

Reliquarianism

from page five

by William Marvel

Wishing to write a column 
about the disproportionate 

value placed on ephemeral histor-
ical objects, I had to have a name 
for the phenomenon. I needed 
a noun that described extreme, 
near-religious devotion to materi-
als with celebrity associations. Not 
finding one, I invented “reliquar-
ianism.” Google that word now, 
and this column may appear. 

Recently I learned that the Abra-
ham Lincoln Presidential Library 
Foundation might sell such iconic 
memorabilia as Lincoln’s battered 
stovepipe hat and bloodstained 
gloves. The group hopes the pro-
ceeds would cover its outstanding 
debt of $10 million from an orgy of 
museum acquisition. These are the 
folks responsible for raising millions 
of dollars to build the Abraham Lin-
coln Presidential Library and Muse-
um in Springfield, Illinois—which 
I lampooned in this newspaper in 
2005 as “the McLincoln Museum.” 

The library houses manuscripts 
and books acquired from the 

now-defunct Illinois State Histor-
ical Library and other repositories. 
Comparing it to such wonderful 
research facilities as the Ruther-
ford B. Hayes Presidential Library, 
I found it a little disappointing, but 
the adjoining museum was down-
right horrendous. It resembled a 
cross between a chintzy wax muse-
um and the Hall of Horrors at the 
Fryeburg Fair. Historical interpre-
tation seemed geared toward the 
sixth or seventh grade, and did not 
shy from outright misrepresentation 
to conform to the most recent Lin-
coln mythology. The place was loud, 
cheap, and mawkish. For someone 
who still harbors a little regard for 
Lincoln and accurate historical con-
text, it was nothing short of appall-
ing. 

The news that this foundation is 
deep in the red and thinking about 
pawning its most prized possessions 
struck me as predictable, especially 
after having seen the fruits of its 
labors. After all, many a nonprof-
it organization has gone hog-wild 
raising money for a purportedly 
worthy cause—only to forsake its 

fundamental purpose in the quest to 
please donors, losing its soul in the 
process if not its shirt, as well. 

The truly sad part of the story, 
for me, was not that Lincoln’s per-
sonal items might go on the block, 
but that they are deemed to have so 
high a dollar value. It’s discouraging 
that such perishable relics attract so 
much money for acquisition and 
conservation, because the resources 
that go into them are lost to more 
broadly valuable forms of historic 
preservation. It seems almost ob-
scene that Lincoln’s hat and gloves 
would be worth the price of perma-
nently preserving a couple of thou-
sand acres of land in the middle of 
one of the Civil War’s most signif-
icant battles. 

I mention battlefield preservation 
because it serves so many purposes at 
once—saving hallowed ground for 
historians, protecting animal habitat, 
and providing greenspace for atmo-
spheric redemption and the enjoy-
ment of the community. Like the 
craze among Civil War enthusiasts 
for erecting monuments, the mania 
for saving historic memorabilia has 

drained private and public money 
away from battlefield preservation. 
Meanwhile, massive developments 
obliterate whole battlefields in a sin-
gle season. 

Periodically there arises an effort 
to preserve the Civil War battle flags 
that flank the front entrance to the 
New Hampshire State House. One 
such effort began around 1989, and 
Bill Gardner, who was then our sec-
retary of state and still is, asked me 
to sit on a committee charged with 
deciding what to do about the flags. 
Besides a few basic precautions, the 
safest course seemed to be to leave 
them as they are, barring any sud-
den, accelerated deterioration. Many 
of them are quite tattered, but much 
of the damage they show happened 
on the battlefield. I look closely at 
them every time I enter the building, 
and I can detect no obvious changes 
since I first saw them in 1973. Most 
of them appear to be in nearly the 
same condition as when they were 
first photographed, in 1866. 

Now there seems to be another 
attempt at preserving those flags, 
no doubt driven by the best of in-

tentions. Considering the cost of 
restoration and preservation, how-
ever, and the likelihood that the 
flags might have to be removed 
from public view to be preserved in 
a more sterile environment, would it 
be worth the cost? One flagpole has 
only shreds of flag remaining—the 
rest having been ripped away by a 
Confederate soldier at the Battle of 
the Crater in 1864. What degree of 
preservation could improve on that 
for visual impact? 

One night in the National Ar-
chives I held in my fingers a blood-
stained order from that Battle of 
the Crater, complete with a gob of 
gore on one side. Certainly it was a 
powerful sensation, but with great 
foresight such manuscripts are now 
being scanned on a massive scale 
against the day the originals disin-
tegrate. Nothing lasts forever, save 
the land. Is it not insane to devote so 
much of our world’s finite resources 
to perpetually preserving what was 
designed to survive so briefly?

–=≈=–

opment of civilian use of nuclear 
energy. 

Under the current Iran Nucle-
ar Agreement, it is currently Iran 
that is obligated to allow regular 
international inspections and has 
been abiding by the terms of that 
agreement. Why would any politi-
cal leader attempt to sabotage such 
an agreement, unless it is just to get 
more personal attention? 

Dr. Peter Somssich 
Portsmouth, N.H.
Peter:
Why? Here’s our list of likely an-

swers: 1) a personal desire for fat-
uous self-aggrandizement, 2) a 
weak-minded willingness to acquiesce 
to the proposals of a class of cranks nur-

tured for decades by insular think tanks 
funded by rich fools; 3) to overthrow a 
signature achievement of his predeces-
sor, who committed the unpardonable 
sin of having black skin.

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Homophobe from Downers Grove
To the Editor:
Glad to see that the Republican 

credentials of Jennifer Horn were 
recently challenged and that she was 
disqualified as a delegate to the New 
Hampshire GOP convention. “Re-
publican” Jennifer Horn wants the 
New Hampshire GOP to drop its 

commonsense support of “tradition-
al families” and its commonsense 
definition of marriage as involving 
a man and a woman. Horn might 
want to lay off the liberal Kool-Aid 
for awhile. If she did she might see 
that there’s no logical case for ho-
mosexual “marriage” (or adoption by 
homosexual couples or even homo-
sexual activity itself ).

Heterophobic homosexuals and 
their seriously misguided (even if 
well-intentioned) straight support-
ers want you to think homosexual 
activity is morally equivalent to het-

erosexual activity. But it isn’t—not 
even close.

Thinking people have known for 
centuries that homosexual activity is 
immoral and a bad legal precedent, 
plus have known that homosexuality 
is an objective disorder. For example, 
Plato wisely and logically deprecat-
ed homosexual activity centuries 
ago. Many other intellectuals over 
the years have also deprecated ho-
mosexual activity. It is relatively easy 
to point out serious flaws in all the 
arguments homosexuals use to try 
to rationalize homosexual activity. 
So, to put voluntary aberrant homo-

sexual activity on the same level as 
involuntary skin color or age is clear-
ly absurd and downright offensive to 
many people of color.

It may surprise you that some 
colleges like Harvard now have of-
ficially recognized student groups 
devoted to promoting the accep-
tance of BDSM—sexually deviant 
bondage, discipline, sadism, and 
masochism. That’s right. If you are 
a psychologically disturbed student 
who gets sexual thrills from hurting 
people, some colleges like Harvard 
now have groups for you! Is that bi-
zarre or what. 

Those paying attention can see 
that the “logic” of heterophobic ho-
mosexuals is rapidly leading this so-
ciety down a slippery slope to a more 
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Who was Smedley Darlington Butler, and why is he important?

aberrant, disordered, and irrational 
society. Legal polygamy is coming 
soon. Maybe down the line we’ll see 
“marriage” between straight and ho-
mosexual consenting-adult incestu-
ous people! Whoopee! Anyone who 
thinks this is progress is deluding 
him/herself. 

Wayne Lela
Downers Grove, Ill.
Wayne:
Do you feeling better about yourself, 

now that you’ve ground out another 
332 wrong-headed words complaining 
about the sex lives of other people you 
don’t even know?

As the founder of Heterosexuals 
Organized for a Moral Environ-
ment—a pertinent detail you left out 
of this screed—you’ve been on this kick 
for 27 thirty years. We’re tempted to ask, 
“How’s it going?”, but that would be 
cruel. So, tell us: who hurt you?

There has to be somebody in Down-
ers Grove who can help you. Please, 
there’s no shame in asking.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Redefining Our Plight
To the Editor:
As Americans, we love to gripe 

about high taxes. But, perhaps it’s 
less about what we pay in, and more 
about what we don’t get back!

I think about this issue navigating 
my motorbike around unsafe pot 
holes and pavement cracks on our 
roads. I think about it jammed up in 
Boston traffic while trying to catch 
a flight. I think about New Hamp-
shire teachers with masters’ degrees 
working outlandish hours in under-
staffed “property-poor” districts for 
insultingly low wages. I think about 
the 5.6-trillion dollars we’ve “blown” 
since 911 conducting ill-advised and 

often illegal military adventures in 
the Middle East.

I also think about our negative 
balance of trade—especially when 
I recall my time as a product engi-
neer preparing domestic products 
for outsourcing to Mexico and 
China. Guess I can’t complain, our 
microwave blew up last week and its 
Chinese replacement only cost $125. 
Still, the memory of those Friday af-
ternoon layoffs will haunt me to the 
grave.

We are an incredibly wealthy 
nation, but Main Street America’s 
“common wealth” isn’t being main-
tained and our public institutions 
aren’t being improved. Instead, it’s 
being demonized, plundered, and 
privatized by the propagandists and 
predatory capitalists who have com-
mandeered the public sector.

Am I whining? Perhaps, but we 
should all be whining—and giving 
this matter a second look.

“Reframing” is the process of 
looking at something familiar in a 
new light. In that regard, what’s hap-
pening to America right now isn’t a 
matter of Republican vs. Democrat 
partisanship, nor is it a debate be-
tween conservative vs. liberal phi-
losophy. It’s wholesale theft.

When viewed in that light, we on 
Main Street have many more rea-
sons to unite and far fewer reasons 
to accept “politics as usual” as the 
elections in November loom ahead!

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
Judging from what we see all 

around us, many members of the pub-
lic are able to successfully divert their 
minds from the very real problems you 
cite by cultivating a deep interest in 
squads of heavy men who spend their 
time sweating and slamming into each 
other in a pointless effort to move an 
inflated object from one end of a de-
marcated area to another within an 
arbitrarily-designated period of time. 
The ability to maintain that level of 
detachment, however, is as unevenly 
distributed as wealth.

You, on the other hand, are a wad of 
protoplasm which against all odds has 
come to understand that it’s alive—
whatever that means—for a few brief 
moments in a universe which is incom-
prehensively vast. Eventually you and 
everyone you know will vanish with-
out leaving a trace.

At the moment, though, you have the 
opportunity to use whatever gifts you 
have to apply yourself to subverting 
and attempting to overthrow the idi-
ocracy that now prevails, thereby im-
proving your own lot and that of your 
fellow sufferers. The worse the odds, the 
greater the (temporary) potential glory. 
Have fun. Thanks for writing.

The Editor
–=≈=–

War is a Racket, by
Major General Smedley D. Butler, USMC 

[In Jim Hightower’s column 
this fortnight, our favorite Texan 
expounds on a single deed of one 
of our favorite Marines. Of ne-
cessity, his concise account passed 
over many remarkable deeds and 
achievements. Butler received two 

Medals of Honor; at his death in 
1941 he was the most decorated 
Marine in history. Yet “the Fighting 
Quaker,” as he was called, became a 
fierce critic of American militarism. 
He traveled the country in 1933, de-
nouncing the use of the U.S. military 
as a tool of capitalism. The follow-
ing material is an excerpt from that 
speech.—The Ed.]

“War is just a racket. A racket is best 
described, I believe, as something that 
is not what it seems to the majority 
of people. Only a small inside group 
knows what it is about. It is conducted 
for the benefit of the very few at the ex-
pense of the masses.

“I believe in adequate defense at the 
coastline and nothing else. If a nation 
comes over here to fight, then we’ll 
fight. The trouble with America is that 
when the dollar only earns 6 percent 
over here, then it gets restless and goes 
overseas to get 100 percent. Then the 
flag follows the dollar and the soldiers 
follow the flag.

“I wouldn’t go to war again as I have 
done to protect some lousy investment of 
the bankers. There are only two things 
we should fight for. One is the defense 
of our homes and the other is the Bill 
of Rights. War for any other reason is 
simply a racket.

“There isn’t a trick in the racketeer-
ing bag that the military gang is blind 
to. It has its “finger men” to point out 
enemies, its “muscle men” to destroy 
enemies, its “brain men” to plan war 
preparations, and a “Big Boss” Su-
per-Nationalistic-Capitalism.

“It may seem odd for me, a mili-
tary man to adopt such a comparison. 

Truthfulness compels me to. I spent 
33 years and four months in active 
military service as a member of this 
country’s most agile military force, the 
Marine Corps. I served in all commis-
sioned ranks from Second Lieutenant 
to Major-General. And during that 
period, I spent most of my time being a 
high class muscle-man for Big Business, 
for Wall Street and for the Bankers. In 
short, I was a racketeer, a gangster for 
capitalism.

“I suspected I was just part of a racket 
at the time. Now I am sure of it. Like all 
the members of the military profession, 
I never had a thought of my own until I 
left the service. My mental faculties re-
mained in suspended animation while 
I obeyed the orders of higher-ups. This 
is typical with everyone in the military 
service.

“I helped make Mexico, especially 
Tampico, safe for American oil inter-
ests in 1914. I helped make Haiti and 
Cuba a decent place for the National 
City Bank boys to collect revenues in. 
I helped in the raping of half a dozen 
Central American republics for the 
benefits of Wall Street. The record of 
racketeering is long. I helped purify 
Nicaragua for the international bank-
ing house of Brown Brothers in 1909-
1912 (where have I heard that name 
before?). I brought light to the Do-
minican Republic for American sugar 
interests in 1916. In China I helped to 
see to it that Standard Oil went its way 
unmolested.

“During those years, I had, as the 
boys in the back room would say, a 
swell racket. Looking back on it, I feel 
that I could have given Al Capone a 
few hints. The best he could do was to 
operate his racket in three districts. I 
operated on three continents.”

–=≈=–

by Jim Hightower

Many Americans can’t believe 
that political coups are part 

of our country’s history—but con-
sider from the Wall Street Putsch 
of 1933. 

Never heard of it? It was a corpo-
rate conspiracy to oust Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, who had just been elected 
president. With the Great Depres-
sion raging and millions of families 

financially devastated, FDR had 
launched several economic recovery 
programs to help people get back on 
their feet. To pay for this crucial ef-
fort, he had the audacity to raise tax-
es on the wealthy, and this enraged a 
group of Wall Street  multimillion-
aires.

Wailing that their “liberty” to grab 
as much wealth as possible was being 
shackled, they accused the President 
of mounting a Class War. To pull 

off their coup, they plotted to en-
list a private military force made up 
of destitute World War I vets who 
were upset at not receiving promised 
federal bonus payments. One of the 
multimillionaires’ lackeys reached 
out to a well-respected advocate for 
veterans: Retired Marine General 
Smedley Darlington Butler. They 
wanted him to lead 500,000 veter-
ans in a march on Washington to 
force FDR from the White House.

They chose the wrong general. 
Butler was a patriot and lifelong sol-
dier for democracy, who, in his later 
years, was critical of corporate war 
profiteering, and he was repulsed 
by the hubris and treachery of these 
Wall Street aristocrats. He reached 
out to a reporter, and together, 
they gathered proof to to take to 
Congress. A special congressional 
committee investigated and found 
Butler’s story “alarmingly true,” lead-

ing to public hearings, with Butler 
giving detailed testimony.

By exposing the traitors, this cou-
rageous patriot nipped their coup in 
the bud. But their sense of entitle-
ment reveals that we must be aware 
of the concentrated wealth of the 
imperious rich, for it poses an ev-
er-present danger to majority rule.

Copyright 2017 by Jim Hightower 
& Associates. Contact Laura Ehrlich 
(laura@jimhightower.com).

Alternative Clothing & Goods
33 Vaughan Mall • Portsmouth, NH 03801 • (603) 431-2243

Quality Gifts
Come Get ‘em &

Have Fun Doing It!

HomeView Inc.
Professional Property Inspections

Timothy D. Rooney, President

(603) 770-0444
(800) 836-2438

www.homeviewnh.com
Homeviewnh@comcast.net

N.H. Lic. # 0027; Mass. Lic. # 420 
ASHI Lic. #112597

The  
New Hampshire  

Gazette 
is the most economical  

advertising medium on the 
Seacoast. This space is  

available for just sixteen  
dollars. To learn more, 

call (603) 433-9898, or e-mail 
editors@nhgazette.com.

Instant Maine Sales TAX REFUND!*
*N.H. Residents Only. Present this ad at appointment.

Expert Service — All Makes & Models

The Seacoast’s most trusted service for 41 years.
107 Government St., Kittery

9 Free Loaners!

(603) 430-4500                                                                                                  appt@auto-works.com

The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, May 25, 2018 — Page 7



4:22

10:38

4:33

10:53

5:09

11:26

5:17

11:36

5:54

12:10

5:59

12:17

6:35

12:53

6:39

12:56 1:33

7:19

2:55

9:16

3:36

9:25

3:38

10:00

4:21

10:12

4:25

10:46

5:08

11:03

5:15

11:34

5:58

11:57

6:09

12:24

6:48

1:35

12:52

7:54

7:05

1:14

2:13

7:59

7:38

2:14

1:47

8:35

8:01

2:05

2:54

7:15 8:40

8:28

2017—Last call for The Coat of Arms.
1994—Charles Rodman Campbell 
does his best to dodge it, but Wash-
ington State’s hangman finally man-
ages to get a noose around his neck.
1980—Korean troops subdue Gwan-
ju; 200 civilians are dead or missing.
1977—New York City fines George 
Willig one cent per floor for scaling 
the World Trade Center.
1975—Alaska legalizes pot.
1972—Nixon’s “Plumbers” fail a sec-
ond time trying to break into Demo-
cratic National HQ at the Watergate.
1959—NBC’s Today Show reports 
straight-faced on the Society for Inde-
cency to Naked Animals’ campaign to 
clothe quadrupeds.
1941—The British sink the Bismark to 
the bottom of the sea.
1940—As Brits evacuate Dunkirk, 
Captain Jack Churchill drops a Nazi 
with an arrow from his longbow.
1923—Arch-fiend Heinz Alfred 
Kissinger is born in Fürth, Bavaria.
1777—Major Samuel Langdon sets 
out for Cambridge with four teams 
hauling gunpowder expropriated 
from the Crown.
1702—“I am about to—or I am going 
to—die;” says French grammarian 
Dominique Bouhours, “either expres-
sion is used.”
1541—Margaret Pole, 67, the 8th 
Countess of Salisbury, attempts to 
evade her executioner in the Tower 
of London. After a dozen strokes, he 
eventually succeeds.

2009—Jonathan Trappe crosses the 
English Channel suspended from a 
cluster of 54 multicolored balloons.
1987—W. German Mathias Rust, 19, 
lands a rented Cessna in Red Square.
1986—The Energy Dept. calls off a 
search for a high-level nuclear waste 
dump which had been considering a 
site in southwestern New Hampshire.
1972—Third time’s a charm for Nix-
on’s “Plumbers,” finally breaking into 
DNC HQ in the Watergate Hotel.
1971—Audie Murphy, the most-dec-
orated soldier of World War Two, dies 
at 45 in a light plane crash.
1962—The stock market plummets 
5.7 percent, the worst drop since 1929.
1959—The U.S. Army sends Able and 
Baker, two monkeys, into space.
1952—A “white-silver disc-shaped 
object” is seen flying over Saigon for 
about two minutes.
1946—The Pentagon begins working 
on a long-range bomber to be powered 
by a nuclear reactor; 15 years and $8 
billion later it’s declared impractical.
1871—In Père Lachaise cemetery, 
French soldiers restore proper order by 
massacring 147 Communards.
1830—Andy Jackson says all Indians 
must move west of the Mississippi.
1754—Tanacharison, scout for Lieu-
tenant Colonel George Washington, 
murders the wounded Joseph Coulen 
de Villiers near Fort Necessity. The 
French and Indian War ensues.
1653—Strawbery Banke becomes 
Portsmouth.

2015—The Washington Post prints 
ex-Gov. John H. Sununu’s confession 
that in 1988 he bartered state assets—
low numbered license plates—to buy 
support for G.H.[H.]W. Bush.
2011—In Orange County, Calif., 
Paramedic Chris Trokey saves Dr. 
Michael Shannon from a burning 
SUV. Shannon, a pediatrician, had 
saved Trokey’s life after his premature 
birth 26 years earlier.
2008—Senator (and candidate) John 
McCain [R-Ariz.] says “Mosul is qui-
et” on a day when 30 die there.
2002—FBI head Robert Mueller ad-
mits his outfit might have been able to 
prevent 9/11.
2001—The Bush twins, charged with 
underage boozing, plead nolo.
1992—In Gibsonton, Fla., “Lobster 
Boy” Grady Stiles Jr. is murdered by a 
hit man hired by his family.
1987—Michael Jackson attempts to 
buy the Elephant Man’s bones.
1968—Charles deGaulle flees from 
Paris to Germany where he consults 
with French generals about bringing 
troops back home to restore order.
1953—Tenzing Norgay and Edmund 
Hillary top Everest.
1932—WW I “Bonus Marchers” be-
gin arriving in Washington, D.C.
1922—The Supreme Court rules that 
baseball is not a business and is there-
fore exempt from anti-trust laws.
1856—Abraham Lincoln delivers his 
“Lost Speech” — said to be his best 
ever — in Bloomington, Ind.

2007—Dale Rippy, a 62 year-old 
Florida resident, is attacked by a rabid 
25-pound bobcat. Rippy, a ’Nam vet, 
strangles the cat with his bare hands.
1979—A Downeast Airlines plane 
with 18 aboard crashes on approach to 
the Rockland, Me. airport; one sur-
vives. A similar crash in ’71 killed two.
1971—’Nam veterans are arrested by the 
100s protesting on Lexington Green.
1962—Missionary Archie E. Mitch-
ell, sole survivor of a Bly, Ore. picnic 
devastated by a Japanese fire balloon, 
is captured, along with two others, by 
the Viet Cong. He’s never seen again.
1961—Caribbean despot Rafael Tru-
jillo, aka El Jefe, succumbs to a bad case 
of CIA-supplied M-1 carbines.
1937—Police attack strikers at Re-
public Steel in Chicago: 10 are shot 
dead, 55 hospitalized, 30 wounded.
1927—In Queens, N.Y., Fred Trump, 
father of The Donald, is arrested for 
“refusing to disperse” from a KKK pa-
rade that devolved into a riot.
1909—A National Conference on the 
Negro leads to the NAACP.
1806—Andy Jackson, dueling, takes 
a bullet near his heart, aims carefully, 
and shoots Charles Dickinson dead.
1783—America’s 1st daily, The Penn-
sylvania Evening Post, begins; a “sor-
ry-looking, poverty-stricken sheet,” 
it’s published by a “catchpenny Tory.”
1741—N.Y.C. burns 13 black men 
at the stake and hangs 21 men and 
women, black and white, for planning 
a slave revolt.

2007—New Hampshire becomes the 
first state to honor same-sex unions 
without court intervention.
2005—Ex-FBI official Mark Felt ad-
mits he is “Deep Throat.”
1971—For the first time, the U.S. cel-
ebrates Memorial Day on a day other 
than May 30.
1958—Number of U.S. military and 
economic advisors on duty in Vietnam 
rises to 1,347.
1943—In downtown L.A., a fight 
erupts between a dozen sailors and 
some young zoot-suited Latinos.
1927—The last Model T rolls off the 
Ford assembly line.
1921—In Tulsa, Okla., a black WW I 
veteran refuses to surrender his pistol. 
It fires and a massive “race war” begins. 
1921—The mistrial of Sacco and Van-
zetti begins.
1915—Londoners learn what it’s like 
to be bombed at night by Zeppelins.
1916—The Battle of Jutland begins: 
151 British ships, including 28 bat-
tleships, against 99 Germans (16 bat-
tleships). The results are inconclusive, 
except for the 8,645 dead sailors.
1889—A shoddy dam belonging to 
Andrew Carnegie, Andrew Mellon, 
and friends at the South Fork Fishing 
and Hunting Club collapses upstream 
of Johnstown, Pa. The resulting flood 
kills 2,200, but the owners are never 
successfully prosecuted.
455—Petronius Maximus, Emperor 
for 78 days, is stoned to death by an 
angry Roman mob.

2011—Seven tornados hit New En-
gland, three die in Springfield, Mass.
2005—Paul Wolfowitz, his incompe-
tence well-proven at the Pentagon, is 
put in charge of the World Bank.
2003—The Bush administration cans 
its plans for a large Iraqi assembly in 
favor of a smaller, easier to manipulate 
advisory council.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush an-
nounces at West Point that we’ll at-
tack pre-emptively if we get nervous.
1981—Two Seattle longshoremen are 
assassinated by the Marcos regime.
1967—Disgruntled vets form Viet-
nam Veterans Against the War.
1954—The AEC pulls the security 
clearance of Manhattan Project boss 
J. Robert Oppenheimer.
1926—Norma Jeane Mortenson, aka 
Marilyn Monroe, is born in a Los An-
geles charity ward.
1923—Maine Gov. Percival P. Baxter 
orders state flags lowered to half-staff 
to honor the death of his dog, Garry.
1921—Tulsa’s whites use planes to 
firebomb the wealthy, black Green-
wood neighborhood into oblivion, 
murdering hundreds in the process.
1918—Advised by a retreating French 
officer at Belleau Woods to turn back, 
U.S.M.C. Capt. Lloyd Williams re-
plies, “Retreat? Hell, we just got here.”
1857—The American Party sends 
Baltimore’s Plug Uglies to disrupt 
municipal elections in D.C. To restore 
order President Buchanan calls out the 
Marines, who shoot 10 citizens dead.

2016—In Colo., Cindy Estevane-Vil-
lavicencio sees an Air Force Thunder-
bird crash; the pilot lives. In Ga., her 
sister Kristyn Lockwood sees a Navy 
Blue Angel crash; the pilot dies.
2010—A Robinson R22 helicopter 
flying over Spokane, Wash. sputters, 
pops, and throws off pieces before 
crashing and killing its pilot.
2002—The CIA admits to Con-
gress—in a classified document, to 
avoid undue alarm—it had tracked 
one 9/11 hijacker months earlier than 
it had previously admitted.
1999—The Virginian-Pilot reports 
that evangelist Pat Robertson has had 
“extensive dealings” with Liberian 
war criminal Charles Taylor.
1983—As a result of a toilet fire 
aboard an Air Canada DC-9, 23 peo-
ple die in Cincinnati, including singer 
Stan Rogers.
1972—Alfred W. McCoy explains to 
Congress that top South Vietnamese 
officials, the CIA, and the Mafia are 
all in the heroin racket together.
1944—Donald Trump, 15, of Roslin-
dale, Mass., drowns after being strick-
en with a cramp while swimming.
1919—Anarchists set off bombs in 
eight cities. In Washington, D.C., the 
home of Attorney General Mitchell 
Palmer is nearly destroyed; parts of 
the bomber’s body land across the 
street on FDR’s stoop. 
1863—Black Union soldiers guided 
by Harriet Tubman raid Combahee 
Ferry, S.C. and free 750 slaves.

2017—Don Opplinger loses his life 
and a vast cattle empire when the 
Robinson R44 helicopter he’s piloting 
crashes in Dimmitt, Texas.
2002—Egypt says it warned the U.S., 
a week before 9/11, that al-Qaeda was 
about to strike the U.S.
1987—After a loud “ping,” parts fall 
from a Robinson R22 over South 
Windsor, Conn. It crashes, burning 
an instructor and student to death.
1983—In Medina, N.D., “Greatest 
Generation” veteran, Posse Comitatus 
co-founder, and anti-tax crank Gor-
don Kahl dies in a shootout with the 
FBI, having slain five U.S. Marshals.
1980—A failed 46-cent computer 
chip briefly convinces NORAD that 
220 Soviet missiles are incoming.
1969—In the South China Sea, a 
navigational mistake takes the de-
stroyer U.S.S. Evans under the bow of 
the carrier HMAS Melbourne. The for-
ward quarter of the Evans sinks along 
with 73 of her crew.
1961—Henry R. Marshall, an Ag-
riculture Department official inves-
tigating LBJ’s friend Billy Sol Estes, 
is found dead with five slugs in him 
from a bolt-action .22-calibre rifle. 
The death is ruled a suicide.
1943—Fighting between sailors and 
Hispanics escalates in L.A.; the “Zoot 
Suit Riots” are in full swing.
1937—Juliet Poyntz, DAR member 
and Communist, is “disappeared” 
from the streets of NYC, probably by 
OGPU, for which she had worked.

2017—It’s “Last Call” at the Press 
Room; re-opening is still pending.
2006—A Ukrainian man enters the 
lion cage at the Kiev zoo, saying “God 
will save me, if he exists.” He doesn’t.
2004—In Granby, Colo., Marvin 
Heemeyer destroys the Town Hall, 
the mayor’s home, and 11 other build-
ings with his home-made armored 
bulldozer because “God has asked me 
to do this.” Then he shoots himself.
2003—To prove they’re not soft on 
corporate crime, federal prosecutors 
pick on Martha Stewart.
1989—The Chinese Army kills thou-
sands at Tiananmen Square.
1974—Cleveland forfeits a home 
game to the Rangers when ten-cent 
beer night goes awry.
1963—Allen Ginsberg visits Saigon 
to assess the political situation.
1962—The first U.S. high altitude 
nuke test fails when a Thor rocket 
malfunctions and is blown up minutes 
after liftoff over the South Pacific.
1944—For the first time a subma-
rine—U505—is captured and board-
ed on the high seas.
1943—GIs in a fleet of cabs roam 
downtown L.A. searching for and 
beating up Mexican Americans.
1939—The St. Louis, 915 Jewish ref-
ugees aboard, is turned away from 
Florida; 254 later die in Nazi concen-
tration camps.
1919—U.S. Marines invade Costa 
Rica “to protect American interests.”
1789—The U.S. Constitution kicks in.

2003—Two top New York Times ed-
itors resign in disgrace. Curiously, 
many more do not.
2000—A rented Robinson R22 heli-
copter crashes outside an Indiantown, 
Fla., treatment center. The occupants, 
a novice pilot and an escaping sexual 
offender, survive but are soon caught.
1989—A lone Chinese man tempo-
rarily stops a line of tanks in Tianan-
men Square.
1976—In Idaho, the $100 million 
federal Teton Dam fails, killing 14 
and causing $2 billion in damages.
1969—Taken three weeks earlier, at 
a cost of 72 American lives and 372 
Purple Hearts, Ap Bia Mountain, aka 
Hamburger Hill, is abandoned.
1968—Robert Kennedy is fatally shot 
in Los Angeles. An LAPD investiga-
tion convinces the gullible that Sirhan 
Sirhan did it.
1967—Israel attacks Egypt and Syria. 
The Six Day War begins.
1965—The State Department admits 
that U.S. troops are engaged in com-
bat in Vietnam.
1963—Britain’s Sec. of War John 
Profumo resigns after it’s revealed he 
and a Soviet naval officer had, at dif-
ferent times, shared the favors of the 
same prostitute.
1943—Clashes between GIs and 
zoot-suited Hispanics continue in L.A.
1862—France gains sovereignty over 
three Vietnamese provinces under the 
Treaty of Saigon, and the principle 
that might makes right.

2002—Donald Rumsfeld tells the 
unknowing that unknown unknowns 
are “things we do not know we don’t 
know.” He should know.
2001—Florida man Vance Flosenzier 
drags a seven-foot shark from shallow 
water; paramedics drag his nephew 
Jesse Arbogast’s arm from its mouth; 
doctors successfully re-attach the arm.
1989—Nuclear weapon manufactur-
ing ends at Rocky Flats, Colo. when 
FBI and EPA agents raid the joint.
1989—Greenpeace reports there are 
50 nuclear weapons and nine reactors 
on the ocean floor.
1989—Californians vote to shut 
down the Rancho Seco nuke plant.
1988—At a food irradiation plant in 
Georgia, “unbreakable” cesium cap-
sules break, nuking ten workers.
1980—Nuke-armed B-52s go on 
alert for the 2nd time in three days 
after a computer glitch signals a Soviet 
attack on the U.S.
1975—Governor Mel Thomson calls 
for the N.H. National Guard to be 
armed with nuclear weapons.
1970—Generals gathered at Charles-
ton Air Force Base to observe the first 
operational C-5A landing see a wheel 
fall off after a tire blows out.
1944—GIs experience an unusually 
long day in Normandy.
1933—The first drive-in movie the-
atre opens, in Camden, N.J.
1930—William Beebe and Otis Bar-
ton go 803 feet below the ocean’s sur-
face in a bathysphere.

1997—Activists are arrested for pass-
ing out the Bill of Rights outside the 
pro-nuclear Bradbury Science Muse-
um in Los Alamos.
1969—Marine PFC Dan Bullock is 
killed in ’Nam. He is 15.
1966—Walking for voting rights and 
freedom, James Meredith, 32, gets 
three blasts from a shotgun in Her-
nando, Miss. He’s 84 now.
1960—A BOMARC missile at a site 
in N.J. catches fire, melting the 10-ki-
loton nuclear warhead on board; elev-
en ounces of plutonium go missing.
1943—In L.A., 5,000 soldiers, 
sailors, and civilians strip and beat 
zoot-suited Hispanics.
1924—George Mallory disappears 
near the summit of Mt. Everest.
1920—KKK Imperial Wizard Wil-
liam J. Simmons hires two PR experts: 
membership explodes.
1917—Messines, Belgium and 
10,000 Germans vanish as British en-
gineers detonate 19 huge mines. The 
explosion is heard in Dublin. 
1915—Alfred Muhler falls 8,000 feet 
from a Zeppelin, crashes through the 
roof of a Belgian convent, and lives.
1912—Capt. Charles Chandler, U.S. 
Army, aboard a Wright Model B Fly-
er, establishes that it’s possible to fire a 
machine gun from an airplane.
1862—Under orders from N.H.-born 
Gen. Benjamin “The Beast” Butler, 
disabled Mexican War vet Wm. B. 
Mumford is hanged in New Orleans 
for desecrating the U.S. flag.

2003—Condoleeza Rice admits Pres. 
George W.[MD] Bush’s State of the 
Union claim that Saddam tried to buy 
uranium from Niger was “wrong.”
1994—The main rotor of a Robinson 
R22 helicopter detaches over Martin, 
England, killing a pilot and instructor.
1971—Health expert J.I. Rodale tells 
Dick Cavett “I never felt better in my life!” 
Minutes later he dies of a heart attack.
1967—Israeli planes and boats attack 
the unarmed U.S. spy ship Liberty with 
rockets, machine guns, and napalm; 34 
sailors are killed, 171 wounded.
1966—At NYU, 270 graduates walk 
out as R. Strange McNamara speaks.
1956—Technical Sergeant Richard 
B. Fitzgibbon, Jr. becomes the first 
American serviceman to die in the 
Vietnam War. He’s murdered by a 
fellow American airman.
1952—“I would never send troops 
[to Vietnam],” says Pres. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower.
1944—FDR signs the GI Bill. The 
president of the U. of Chicago warns 
that “colleges would become educa-
tional hobo jungles.”
1943—The Zoot Suit Riots end after 
military brass put L.A. off-limits and 
civil authorities impose a dress code
1917—A 1,200-foot electrical cable, 
insulated by oil-covered cloth and 
being lowered into Butte’s Granite 
Mountain mine for safety purposes, 
lands in a heap 2,400 feet down. As a 
miner inspects it his helmet lamp sets 
it alight; 163 miners die in the inferno.

2016—Donald Trump’s son, son-in-
law, and campaign manager meet at 
Trump Tower with a whole slew of 
Russians with peculiar associations.
1989—Ronald Reagan’s Interior Sec-
retary James Watt admits to a House 
committee that he was paid $400,000 
for making a few phone calls on a topic 
about which he knew nothing.
1978—The Mormon Church drops 
its policy of excluding black men from 
the priesthood.
1963—Under orders from Wino-
na, Miss. cops, jail inmates beat civil 
rights pioneer Fannie Lou Hamer, 45, 
nearly to death.
1958—Atop an armored car in Cy-
prus, British writer Auberon Waugh 
shakes the barrel of a malfunctioning 
machine gun, accidentally shooting 
himself in the chest several times.
1958—Jerry Lee Lewis takes out a full 
page ad in Billboard to explain his 2nd 
divorce and 3rd marriage, this one to 
his 13-year-old-cousin Myra.
1954—Army attorney Joseph Welch 
asks Sen. Joseph McCarthy, “Have 
you no sense of decency, sir?”
1946—Ted Williams hits a ball that 
lands in the 37th row of Fenway’s 
bleachers, over 500 feet away.
1909—Alice Huyler Ramsay departs 
New York for San Francisco in a Max-
well automobile.
1893—As Edwin Booth, John Wil-
kes’ brother, is being buried in Boston, 
the floors collapse at Ford’s Theatre in 
Washington, D.C., killing 22 people.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, May 29Monday, May 28Sunday, May 27 Wednesday, May 30 Thursday, May 31 Friday, June 1 Saturday, June 2

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“Salt is born 
of the purest of parents: 

the sun and the sea.”

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

— Pythagoras (580-500 BC)
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Seacoast. This space is  
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