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Meet the New Era, Much Like the Old Era

The Fortnightly Rant

Trying Trump Is Just…So Trying
It is tempting to think of January 

21st as an historic day for the U.S. 
of A. Finally, after four harrowing 
years, a full day passed when the 
Executive Branch was not being at-
tacked with a saw by a fool sitting 
out at the far end of it.

Congratulations, America. Just 
don’t get too cocky. To extend our 
arborial metaphor, you’re not out of 
the woods yet.

On this semi-auspicious occasion, 
we beg the reader’s leave to draw 
upon our seniority in the ranks of 
American journalistic enterprises—
indeed, our history covers a full 46 
percent of the time since Gutenberg 
first hawked a Bible—and express 
our dismay at still having to report 
on sorts of beliefs and behaviors 
which many thought were regres-
sive and ignorant back in the 15th 
century.

Close readers may have noticed 
that, in these paragraphs, our ed-
itorial voice has assumed a stance 
which places it outside the bounds 
of the nation’s body politic. 

We do this as a reminder to all, 
ourselves included, that the existence 
of something today is no guarantee 
of its existence tomorrow: a gener-
al rule which applies to everything 
from snowbanks to newspapers and 
democratic republics.

Having reported on the Revolu-
tion and the adoption of the Con-
stitution—as Casey Stengel would 
say, you can look it up—it is alarm-
ing now to find ourselves apparently 
covering a devolution. Even worse 
could await. If some of you people 
don’t shape up, we may be reporting 
on your dissolution. 

Flawed as it is, were we to live in 
a world without the U.S.A., we ex-
pect we would probably miss it. Of 
course, people in abusive relation-
ships sometimes say the same….

The potential for this dire out-
come has quite literally been present 

from the beginning. Upon leaving 
Independence Hall on Monday, 
September 17th, 1787, Elizabeth 
Willing Powel asked Benjamin 
Franklin, “What do we have, a re-
public or a monarchy?” to which 
Franklin replied, “A republic, if you 
can keep it.”

Ironically—because everything 
has to be ironic, these days, it’s the 
law—no one loves to quote that 
exchange more than a Republican. 
We’d guess that’s because its por-
tentousness tends to enhance their 
feelings of self-importance. Talk 
about coals to Newcastle.

Neil Gorsuch even had the gall to 
use Franklin’s phrase as the title of 
a book he wrote. Published in 2019, 
it “reflects on his journey to the Su-
preme Court, the role of the judge 
under our Constitution, and the vital 
responsibility of each American to 
keep our republic strong”—lofty talk 
for a man who sits in a stolen seat.

Fortunately Gorsuch will have 
no role in the Senate trial of former 
President Donald J. Trump—as-
suming that there is one.

Hard though it is to believe, even 
though he browbeat Georgia’s Sec-
retary of State, attempting to extort 
fictitious votes, and exhorted a mob 
of his lied-to followers to storm the 
Capitol in a bid to overturn the re-
sults of the election he lost, it is now 
nevertheless a truth universally ac-
knowledged—within the deranged 
confines of his own party—that it 
would be unconstitutional to try 
Trump for inciting an insurrection.

To put this curious assessment 
into the right perspective, we turn to 
Mrs. Betty Bowers [@BettyBowers], 
well-known adjudicator of propriety. 
She asked, on January 25th:

“Q: What do you call incitement 
to insurrection that goes unpun-
ished?” Ever thoughtful, she an-
swered her own question:

“A: A rehearsal.”

Another apt question right about 
now would be, “why is this even a 
question?”

Lately it seems that all the usual 
suspects in the upper echelons of the 
journalism racket have been check-
ing in with their legal experts on an 
hourly basis. It’s tough to stay on 
top of things when you’re forced to 
carefully assess every random cloud 
of squid ink spewed by a score of 
Republicans, each one desperate to 
keep their own raft from hitting the 
rocks.

Another voice on a less-formal 
venue does a fine job of turning the 
issue right side up. @BreeNewsome 
tweeted recently, “Republicans have 
successfully manipulated the U.S. 
news cycle to revolve around an 
asinine debate over whether there 
should be an impeachment trial in-
stead of the reality that we’re still in 
the midst of an insurrection—prov-
ing that the problem was not Trump, 
but weak journalism.”

 “[W]hat is the journalistic value,” 
she asks, “of filling the airwaves with 
people who you know: 1) spread dis-
information about the election, 2) 
attempted to overthrow the election 
by illegal means, [and] 3) participat-
ed in a violent, deadly insurrection,” 
when you know that they will use 
their on-air time “to make more bad 
faith arguments?

“Everyone’s been jumping on the 
social media companies around cen-
sorship & ethics,” she went on, “but 
we need to pause & examine why 
social media outlets are arguably 
showing more ethical responsibili-
ty in this moment than major press 
outlets that have far more audience 
reach.”

At this juncture we would like to 
briefly address any readers who may 
feel it is incongruous for a paper in 
its 265th year to make such liberal 
use of Twitter. We would only ask 
in reply, how do you think we could 
have lasted this long, if we were 

unable or afraid to use the latest in 
technological whizbangery? 

With that out of the way, we’ll 
close with a pair of pearls from that 
same oyster. Together they consti-
tute the only conceivable valid argu-
ment against the impeachment of…
that guy of whom we are so tired. 

Monday, Maggie Haberman of 
the New York Times tweeted that 
“two people in touch with Trump 
described him as ‘bored out of his 
mind.’”

To that, Kurt Anderson respond-
ed, “He’s an addict (adrenaline, cor-
tisol, attention, &c.) in withdrawal, 
so here’s a looming irony: if and 
when he’s prosecuted it could make 
him feel better.”

Anderson’s point may well be true. 
But, we don’t care. Even if it does 
make him feel better, we still think 
he should be impeached—and con-
victed. And [fill in the blank]. And 
[fill in another blank] &c., &c., ad 
infinitum.

Before everyone forgets, we want 
to devote just a little space here 

to memorializing for the record the 
blessed state of relative calm which 
has graced this nation in the wake 
of the “de-platforming”of what had 
until recently been the nation’s pri-
mary source of discordant inanity. 

Future generations, presuming 
that any actually come into exis-
tence, may have to think for a mo-
ment before they understand just 
what is meant by the above. We who 
have just lived through it will have 
no such problem. Someone ought to 
crank out some t-shirts: “I survived 
four years of despotism-by-tweet!”

No, they probably wouldn’t sell—
who would want to remember?

Here’s the thing, though, as #46 
likes to say: Robert Mueller’s “Indi-
vidual 1” may be lurking out of ear-

shot in his tacky Florida dungeon, 
but the conditions which put him in 
power remain unchanged.

–=≈=–
The New Complainants

“Give me your pampered, your rich, 
yearning to be re-platformed….”

What are these unchanged con-
ditions to which we refer above? 
Speaking broadly, we could say that 
a third of the nation appears to have 
learned language and logic from 
Lewis Carrol’s Red Queen. Let us 
take as a concrete example this al-
leged issue of de-platforming. 

We know this is a big issue among 
right wingers because they’re all 
yelling about it, here, there, and ev-
erywhere, all the time. Members of 
Congress crab about it, and reporters 
quote them on the issue in all the big 
newspapers. They complain about it 

to TV journalists—“Help! We’re be-
ing de-platformed!” For that matter, 
highly-paid cable TV propagandists 
with the cognitive abilities of a tur-
nip spend hours driving the topic 
into the heads of their audiences. It’s 
a constant, unavoidable din.

De-platforming became a top-
shelf grievance when Twitter, a pri-
vate company, de-platformed the 
person we’re calling Individual 1 
because he was using its services to 
incite people to riot in an attempt 
to prevent the peaceful transfer of 
power; in other words, he tried to 
overthrow the government. 

Twitter was concerned—under-
standably, we believe—about the 
possible ramifications of aiding and 
abetting the violent dissolution of 
the world’s oldest semi-functioning 
quasi-democracy.

Ironically, the company might 
escape any legal consequences if the 
government fell and the Justice De-
partment ceased to function. On the 
other hand, corporations are so rare-
ly held to account for their misdeeds 
that the matter may never have even 
been broached in the C-suite. 

In theory, though, because Twit-
ter is a publicly-traded stock, if the 
company misbehaved too badly 
there could still be consequences. It 
might find itself smote by the Invis-
ible Hand of the market.

None of that matters, though, to 
those on the right. For them, every 
day is Festivus, and the airing of 
grievances never ends. 

If we understand their an-
ti-de-platforming theory correctly, a 
private corporation has no right to 
withold its services—even free ones 

like Twitter—from anyone, even if 
they do try to use it to replace a re-
public with a hereditary dictatorship. 

After all, it’s not as if Individual 1 
was asking for something truly of-
fensive—like a gay wedding cake, 
for example.

Even if Individual 1 continues to 
stay out of the limelight—we should 
be so lucky—we expect to see this 
right wing embrace of post-mod-
ernism continue. 

After all, what could be more con-
venient than to believe, or purport to 
believe, that there is no single truth, 
existing in an objective reality? 

True freedom is the ability to con-
jure up your own truth, tailored to fit 
your individual needs.
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The Baldasaro Watch

We checked in recently on Rep. 
Al Baldasaro. We were con-

cerned about how the Trump Na-
tional Veterans Coalition Advisor 
was holding up, now that the Trump 
administration has come to its igno-
minious end. Imagine our lack of 
surprise to discover that he’s largely 
the same as he ever was. That’s true 
conservatism, we suppose.

True, he has been a little quieter 
than usual since the leader of his cult 
lost on Election Day, and again and 
again and again since then, in court 
after court. But there’s still plenty 
fight in the former Marine.

On November 25, Baldasaro 
retweeted @MAGAThing: “There’s 
a Storm coming. Can you feel it?” 
An accompanying video shows 
Joe Biden approaching a President 
Elect podium. As Biden begins to 
speak, his voice is drowned out by 
sounds of wind and rain. Biden then 
morphs into a rising cloud of black 
shreds, or flakes, like ashes. There’s a 
flash of lightning, a roll of thunder, 
and—shazam—Trump magically 
appears in Biden’s place, with a smug 
look on his mug. 

To reiterate, just so we’re clear: 

Rep. Baldasaro presents us with the 
duly-elected President being de-
stroyed, and replaced with the bum 
we just got rid of. This supernatural 
transformation is presented in a pos-
itive light.

“There’s a Storm coming” is, of 
course, a fundamental component of 
the QAnon world view. We would 
not go so far as to claim, though, that 
Baldasaro is a QAnon follower. Ac-
tually exploring that tortuous rabbit 
hole would require some thought; 
the special effects are entertaining, 
though.

As evidence of his apparent lack 
of interest in arranging facts into 
some coherent argument, we sub-
mit this tweet, sent by Baldasaro on 
January 7th, the day after the mob 
attacked the Capitol: 

“A sad day in America on the at-
tack on Capitol Hill. @HouseGOP 
folded like a cheap suit and let MOB 
RULE WIN. Shame on you all, as a 
8 term N.H. State Representative, I 
have lost confidence in our Republi-
can U.S. Senators/Congressmen. @
POTUS did a great job and is not 
responsible.”

What does that word salad mean? 
We have no idea.

Fearing that our Furtively Scuttling Photographer had been hunkered 
down a little too long, we briefly dislodged him from his bunker with a 
whiff of tear gas. He crept back a little sooner than we’d hoped, proffering 
this alarming photo. Presuming it’s not a hoax, it seems to indicate that the 
parking lot on the east side of Daniel Street has gone missing. Humongous 
machines—for scale, see the tiny person in the lower left of the image, next 
to the white dingbat—are apparently conducting quite a rigorous search.

Big Disappointment for DeLemus

As one might expect, Rep. Bal-
dasaro was part of the effort 

to win a pardon for his fellow for-
mer Marine and Rochester resident 
Gerald “Jerry” DeLemus, who now 
seems destined to serve the rest of 
his 87-month sentence at Fort De-
vens, Mass. That does seem a little 
harsh, considering that DeLemus 
was just trying to be helpful.

In 2014, federal agents were try-
ing to get Nevada rancher Cliven 
Bundy and his family to pay their 
grazing fees, which, as best we can 
recall, were a couple of decades 
past due. Rather than pay, the well-
armed Bundys decided to exert their 
Second Amendment rights, point-
ing their guns at Federal officers. 
Other Second Amendment enthu-
siasts gathered in support, DeLemus 
among them—bringing his Barrett 
M82, a .50 caliber semi-automatic 
sniper rifle, for backup. The feds took 
a dim view of that and charged him 
with conspiracy and interstate travel 
in aid of extortion. He pleaded guilty 
but then tried to withdraw his plea. 

The judge was not amused.
“[L]eading New Hampshire 

conservative Republicans drafted 
and signed a commutation peti-
tion three days before Christmas,” 
WMUR reported January 7th, “and 
are optimistic that in the final days 
of Trump’s presidency, they will fi-
nally be successful.” Oh, well.

“‘At no time while in Nevada did 
Jerry brandish a gun,’ the commu-
tation petition states,” according to 
WMUR—a statement which seems 
at odds with the facts. That’s DeLe-
mus at left, playing Iwo Jima, with 
what looks like his Barrett in the 
foreground.

The Gazette Gets With the Program

We’ve been fooling around long 
enough. It’s time for the Ga-

zette to “get with the program” and 
operate like a “normal” newspaper 
for a change: 1) pluck a press release 
out of the incoming torrent, 2) fiddle 
with it a bit so it’s not too obvious 
that we’re letting some corporation 
use our news hole to flog its product, 
3) slap the regurgitated result onto 
the page, 4) rinse and repeat. 

Let’s start with this: “[Corpo-
rate Name Deleted to Dodge Poten-
tial Lawsuits – The Ed.] Unveils 
Self-Service Population Segmen-
tation Tool.” There’s a headline that 
would spark anyone’s interest. It did 
ours, anyway—just one look and we 
had to ask, “What the hell does that 
mean?” As if compelled, we read 
on—well done, PR flack!

“BOSTON, Jan. 28, 2021 
(GLOBE NEWSWIRE)—Today, 
January 28th, [Corporate Name 
Deleted], the leader in health plan 
member engagement manage-
ment…” 

OK, stop right there. We’ve got 

The arts are vital to our vibrant Seacoast community.
Please consider supporting your many local arts and 

culture organizations in this time of crisis.

Gathering together to experience the arts is the heart 
and soul of what we do here at The Music Hall. 

We are ever grateful for the unwavering support of our 
community, and look forward to seeing you when our 

doors reopen.

B2W BOX OFFICE AT THE HISTORIC THEATER • 28 CHESTNUT ST • PORTSMOUTH NH
603.436.2400 • THEMUSICHALL.ORG�/MUSICHALL  �@MUSICHALL �/MUSICHALLNH

The Fechheimer Building, one of the fin-
est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port-
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows 
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a 
subscription to this newspaper.

Sometimes Old is Good “Happy
to
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– Joe Keefe
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problems with this already. 
“Today, January 28th”—is it just 

our imagination, or is this PR flack 
cribbing from Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt’s Day of Infamy speech, 
drawing on its portentous tone 
to flog his or her product? That 
seems…unseemly; but, perhaps 
we’re being hypercritical. 

Next item: “leader in health plan 
member engagement manage-
ment”—uh, what? After a bit of 
struggle we’ve concluded that our 
PR flack is bragging that [Corpo-
rate Name Deleted] is the top dog in 
the field of managing “engagement” 
with “members” of health plans.

“Engagement”—whenever we 
hear that euphemism, we reach for 
our pencil. And “member”? Are we 
talking about people who are trying 
to see their doctors? We are becom-
ing somewhat troubled, but let us re-
sume this perhaps dubious exercise. 

Where were we? Ah, yes: our 
heroic corporation “…has unveiled 
[Product Name Deleted,] its health 
plan member population segmenta-
tion tool powered by machine learn-
ing and artificial intelligence.”

Jumping Jehosaphat—it’s worse 
than we’d feared! Already, on those 
rare occasions when we actually 
get to sit down with a live doctor, 
a keyboard and screen get most of 
the attention. Now we’re dragging 
in some silicon brain to “help make 
decisions.”

“[Product Name Deleted] enables 
payers to build and export custom-
ized member lists in minutes to tar-
get members that need the most help 
and that are likely to have undesir-
able outcomes.” [Emphasis added. — 
The Ed.]

Yeah—and do what to them? 
“[Product Name Deleted] puts 

the power of member segmenta-

“Isle of Shoals Humpbacks” was breathtaking on the day of its dedication, 
June 14, 1993. It was huge, of course, befitting its subject. Forgotten over 
the years, though, have been its myriad, once-vivid blues. Those stunning 
colors were an essential element of artist Robert Wyland’s plan, begun in 
the early 1980s, “to help children rediscover the wonder of the ocean through 
art.” Over time, though, those azures, ceruleans and celadons faded. By 
2007, local citizens began trying to restore this, the 37th in Wyland’s series 
of 100 “Whaling Walls.” The building’s owner was less than cooperative. By 
2010, the then-Award-Winning Local Daily was advising the citizens to 
abandon all hope—particularly considering the imminent construction of 
a parking garage on the Worth lot. Today the mighty whales have nearly 
disappeared into the side of the Cabot Furniture building. It now appears 
that, before too long, even this vestige will be lost; the building is going to 
be renovated. A smaller version of the original image is promised.

tion, identification, and engagement 
at the fingertips of plan personnel, 
resulting in improved efficiency and 
outcomes. …

Yes, that is exactly what we feared. 
No, wait—member segmentation?—
actually, it’s probably worse. 

We apologize to our readers. This 
has all been too horrifying. We are so 
sorry. We’re going to get without the 
program, and go back to newspaper-
ing all wrong.

–=≈=–
Still Pining For the Newsprint

Though the world has been 
turned upside down by the pre-

vailing pestilence, the editorial end 
of our operation is surprisingly unaf-
fected—so far, anyway. We just clat-
ter along, filling the same space as 
ever. The content changes, of course, 
and we do strive every fortnight to 
improve it. The form, though, stays 
the same, creating a welcome sense 
of continuity. That is little consola-
tion for our distribution and mailing 
volunteers, though.

In the halcyon days of yore, our 
enterprise routinely distributed 
thousands of copies of our actu-
al ink-on-paper paper. Volunteers 
cheerfully made their rounds each 
fortnight; soon the paper was within 
arm’s reach of ten thousand readers 
or more.

Simultaneously the mailing 
crew would gather, and hold lively, 
wide-ranging conversations while 
they folded and sealed. In short 
order our friends at the U.S. Postal 
Service were making sure that hun-
dreds of copies were on their way—
First Class—to paying subscribers 
virtually anywhere on Earth.

Unless they have been lying—
which is not in the nature of any of 
them—they all derived a sense of 
satisfaction in keeping This Olde 
Rag going. They certainly weren’t 
doing it for the money—because 
there has never been any.

Then came Friday, March 13, 20-
#@^$%&$#-20, and all that came 
to an abrupt halt—largely because a 

certain dominant political party sold 
whatever soul it had to an incompe-
tent charlatan, but that’s another 
Rant.

We’re comforted knowing that 
our volunteers can’t be missing a 
paycheck they never had. We do re-
gret, though, that we can’t give them 
the satisfaction they derived from 
playing a vital role in this operation.

From time to time a volunteer 
will check in just to get a sense of 
when we might return to newsprint. 
That is always encouraging. It tells 
us that—presuming we’re spared 
by this awful pestilence—when we 
set the cylinders of the mighty web 
press rolling again, it should be pos-
sible to rebuild our revolutionary 
distribution system. In fact, when 
we’re not slapping slander togeth-
er with libel and innuendo, we’re 
dreaming up ways to expand our 
distribution network. 

At this point our best guess—and 
it’s only a guess—is some time in 
late summer.

 “How strangely will the Tools of a Tyrant pervert the plain Meaning of Words!”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

– Samuel Adams to John Pitt, January 21, 1776

“We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace,
and the norms and notions of what just is, 

isn’t always just-ice.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Amanda Gorman, National Youth Poet Laureate, 1/20/21

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship 51 Penhallow Street, Portsmouth, NH  603 436 6518
Check our website for today’s specials!  www.ceresbakery.com Open 7 days!

A Constantly-Changing Selection 
of

New & Used Books
in both

Hard Cover & Paperback
Your Coffee, Ice Cream, Children 

& Pets Are All Welcome

Store Hours
Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun:  10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

As soon as it’s safe for them to do so, our volunteer distributors 
will resume bringing this newspaper to following locations:

Concord:
The State House Visitor’s Center,

Gibson’s Book Store,  45 S. Main St. 
Concord COOP Grocery Store, 24 S. Main St.

Concord Public Library, 45 Green St. 
Franklin Pierce Law School, 2 White St. 

Hanover:
Hanover Public Library, 13 South St. 

Keene:
Keene Public Library, 60 Winter St.

Lebanon:
Lebanon Public Library, 9 E. Park St.

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

john@wordpraxis.com

“We’re not going to have any healing until the public at large learns to have
a nice cup of ‘shut-up’ before they say whatever’s on their minds.”

– Abbi Gold, Arizona office manager, NPR’s All Things Considered, November 26, 2020
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Put Up or Shut Up, Scoundrel!
To the Editor: 

Supposedly sitting at the very heart 
of our country’s explosive situation 
is the “overwhelming” evidence that 
X-president Trump claims to possess, 
proving the election was stolen from 
him. And stolen from his diehard 
supporters—who believe in an odd 
framing of reality, one in which ap-
pearance is valued far above rationale. 
Appearances can always be made to be 
deceiving. 

If his followers can ever be weaned 
back to reality, then disproving this 
biggest hoax of all—in their eyes—will 
help delegitimize not only Mr. Trump 
but the entire far-right. 

This may not be as difficult as it 
sounds. Not one page of this pivotal 
evidence seems to have yet been seen 
by anyone anywhere, with the possi-
ble exception of the scores of judges 
who rejected Mr. Trump’s numerous 
petitions. If such legal documents tru-
ly did exist, Mr. Trump could simply 
release them to the public, with redac-
tions to protect signatories, along with 
an un-redacted version for impartial 
judges and/or lawmakers. If there is 
anything at all to his claims then yes, 
Mr. Trump probably did win. Short 
of that his arguments just don’t hold 
water. 

Call his bluff! For the sake of all 
law-abiding Americans, this scoundrel 
should be forced, once and for all, to 
put up or shut up. 

Ralph Peabody
York, Maine
Ralph:
Thanks for writing and providing this 

“Smattering Of Verbatim Quotes”:
The Editor
Rudy Giuliani (Fox News, Decem-

ber 12, 2020): 
“Georgia…it was done live on tape 

[apparently the suitcase on a low-res se-
curity camera]…you can see 30 thousand 
votes being stolen, right in front of your 
eyes. And how the Governor of Georgia, 
the Lieutenant Governor, can ignore 
that, pretty close to a crime. …Their state 
was stolen on television.” 

“And we get to Detroit, and we have a 
truck that pulled in, at 4:30 in the morn-
ing, with 100 thousand votes. And we 

had a machine, the Dominion machine, 
that’s as filled with holes as Swiss cheese. 
And was developed to steal elections, and 
[was] being used in the states that are in-
volved.” 

“The strongest pieces of evidence are the 
one thousand affidavits from all differ-
ent witnesses in six different states that 
all basically say the same thing. They go 
anywhere from one act of voter fraud 
to 50 thousand acts of voter fraud. Then 
you have the statistical analysis of the 
machines, that are done by experts that 
say they couldn’t possibly have produced 
that number of ballots in that period of 
time. You have the 700 thousand ballots 
in Pennsylvania of mail-in ballots that 
were sent in but never sent out. In other 
words they were made up. You have 60 
thousand dead people, voting in one state. 
You have 40 thousand dead people vot-
ing in another state. You have people who 
aren’t citizens, voting in Arizona. More 
than enough citizens, that goes way be-
yond the margin of victory. I mean, just 
think about that alone—Biden suppos-
edly wins Arizona by 10 thousand votes. 
There weren’t 10 thousand illegals that 
voted for Biden in Arizona? You’d have 
to be stupid not to know that, right? I 
mean you’d have to be absolutely dumb to 
not know that Arizona was stolen. The 
people of Arizona are not dumb.” 

“Very ashamed of the court not having 
the discipline to read the papers. Had they 
read those papers they couldn’t possibly 
have not given up the hearing.” 

—above transcript by Ralph Pea-
body, from video at foxnews.com.

Kayleigh McEnany (Fox News, 
November 10, 2020): 

“Right here, Sean, 234 pages of sworn 
affidavits. These are real people, real alle-
gations, signed with notaries who are al-
leging…that there was a batch of ballots 
where 60 percent had the same signature. 
They are saying that 35 ballots had no 
voter record but they were counted any-
way. That 50 ballots were run multiple 
times through a tabulation machine, that 
one woman said her son was deceased but 
nevertheless somehow voted.” 

“These are real and anyone who cares 
about transparency and integrity of the 
system should want this pursue[d] to the 
discovery phase. …Here in Michigan, 
again, one county, 234 pages of affidavits. 

In this case, there are multiple eyewitness-
es who said we went to the poll books to 
go find the voter, we observed them go to 
the poll books, not find the voter and en-
ter into a new entry with the birth date 
of January 1st, 1900. Tell me how that 
works.” 

Kayleigh McEnany (Fox News, 
November 17, 2020): 

“That’s right. They [CNN] did about a 
ten-minute monologue saying these were 
blank. They’re not blank. In fact, these 
pages of paper, from one county, were the 
reason that you had a county level Wayne 
County canvasser say, we cannot certify 
this election because of these witnesses. 
They’re real people….” 

Portions of articles at foxnews.
com, November 9, 2020: a few of many 
similar types of statements since the 
election, and perhaps the only (best?) 
actual examples of poll workers’ sup-
posedly sworn statements. 

“In the affidavit obtained by Fox 
News, the worker also claims they ‘per-
sonally witnessed two people handing 
multiple unopened mail-in ballot enve-
lopes to two other people who then opened 
and filled out the ballots against’ the side 
of a ‘Biden/Harris van.’ In another case, 
the worker claims that a group of people 
‘formed a human wall’ to block visibility 
as they were ‘marking ballots and placing 
those ballots in pink and white return 
envelopes.’”

“The worker further alleged that they 
‘regularly saw people walking in with 
multiple ballots.’ The Trump campaign 
submitted the sworn statement to the 
Department of Justice for review, Fox 
News is told.”

“‘A sworn declaration from an eyewit-
ness is the literal definition of evidence,’ 
a Trump campaign attorney said in a 
statement. ‘Those on the left and in other 
quarters that have been screaming that 
there’s no evidence will need new talkers 
and most importantly, will have to now 
focus on the legitimate issues that have 
been raised.’”

— transcripts by foxnews.com

Where is Our Self-Government?
To the Editor:

Do we govern from our Town 
Meetings, or no? The state considers 
it beyond our legal authority when 
we attempt to use our local governing 
process to protect our communities 
from state-issued permits that allow 
any number of harmful activities such 
as water extraction, landfill expansions, 
waste to energy incinerators, sludge 
application, mining, fossil fuel pipeline 
infrastructure, even unsustainable “re-
newable” energy projects; or when our 
communities attempt to create sanc-
tuary and equity for all inhabitants, 
including rights for Nature.

Why are we denied the right to 
protect our health and safety, and not 
able to create the kind of communi-
ties we envision at the local level? New 
Hampshire’s state governing structure 
follows the Dillon’s Rule doctrine; 
which is to say that the legal relation-
ship between the state and any mu-
nicipality (town, village, city, district) is 
as a parent to a child. A municipality 
may exercise only the authority the 
state determines it should have. This 
is why municipalities are referred to as 
merely, “an administrative arm of the 
state.” We need to alter this present 
framework of our state government 
and establish a new framework for 
community self-governance where 
the state is an administrative arm of 
the municipality. What we need is for 
government to serve the people, not 
the other way around.

How can we change the status of 
our municipalities from that of ser-
vitude to empowered, self-governing 
communities? Demand state consti-
tutional change that recognizes our 
right to locally self-govern in matters 
of health and safety, and ecosystem 
rights. Advocate for an amendment to 
the N.H. Bill of Rights that establishes 

state law as a floor upon which peo-
ple can use the Town Meeting process 
to locally increase, but not decrease 
protections. Support and join the 
N.H. Community Rights Network 
(NHCRN) in the effort to reintroduce 
the Community Self-Government 
Amendment. Contact the NHCRN 
at info@nhcommunityrights.org and 
visit our website at www.nhcommuni-
tyrights.org to learn more.

Michelle Sanborn
Alexandria N.H.
President of NHCRN
Michelle:
You raise quite an interesting pub-

lic policy question. Unfortunately, our 
credentials for answering it are suspect. 
Rather than spending his formative years 
studying public policy in ivied splendor, 
the Alleged Editor was documenting 
carnage in the enlisted ranks of the U.S. 
Army. Come to think of it, he’s still docu-
menting carnage…oh, well.

Having given that disclaimer, though, 
we’ll take a crack at it anyway.

For the most part, issues decided at the 
town meeting level do not directly im-
pinge on the presumed rights of capital.

The Editor
–=≈=–

End the Filibuster Now!
Dear Editor,

Now that the Democrats have 
control of both houses of Congress, 
citizens have high expectations that 
Dems must do what is necessary to 
solve the many crises we have been 
left with, after too many years of Re-
publican control. To avoid the mistake 
from Obama’s presidency, the filibus-
ter must be ended. 

If the 60 percent supermajority fil-
ibuster remains, Trump’s Republicans 
will assure gridlock. Democrats must 
not make the mistake of playing de-
fense—worrying about what happens 

Acupuncture, Cranial Sacral Therapy, 
& Shiatsu

Pam Bailey (603) 828-6759

Spreading Truth, Humor, and Love

The Devil’s Post
On your laptop at:

TheDevilsPost.org

The Veterans Affairs Support-
ed Housing (VASH) program 
provides permanent housing 

and ongoing case management 
treatment services for homeless 
veterans who would not be able 
to live independently without 

the support of case management. 
VASH cannot provide furniture, 
household appliances, pots and 
pans, or other household goods. 
VASH can accept these items,

and distribute them to
veterans who need them.

Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, 
VASH Program Manager, at 

(603) 657-5612 or email 
tracey.noonan@va.gov

Here’s a Way you 
Can Help Veterans 

stay Housed

te
st

163 Islington St ≈ 436-7330

Restaurant, Takeout, & Delivery
We Fill Large Orders

801 Islington St., Gallagher’s Pl.

(603) 433-6355
Mon. – Fri 11:30 – 3 & 4:30 – 9

Sat. 11:30 – 9, Closed Sun.

DIGITAL / OFFSET / LETTERPRESS

phineasgraphics.com
603-436-4402  /  108 Penhallow

 in historic downtown Portsmouth

n

phineas
We design. 
We print.
We print your design.

Page 4 — The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, January 29, 2021



Mash Notes, Hate Mail, &c.
to page six

if Republicans regain the Senate in 
2022 without the filibuster in place. 
Now they have a majority; now is the 
time to play offense.

Majority rule is 50 percent plus one. 
60 percent is flat-out undemocratic. 
Alexander Hamilton wrote in Feder-
alist 22, that a supermajority is poison. 
Rather than encourage cooperation, 
the filibuster “substitutes the pleasure, 
caprice or artifices of a minority for the 
regular deliberations and decisions of a 
respectable majority.” 

Contact your Senators and especial-
ly, Senator Joe Manchin, now!

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.
Bruce:
Why…it’s almost as if you had no faith 

that Mitch McConnell acts in good faith.
The Editor

–=≈=–
Transparent, Fair Redistricting

To the Editor:
After each ten year census, New 

Hampshire is “redistricted.” How can 
400 representatives be shared among 
equal-sized groups? The New Hamp-
shire Constitution requires one repre-
sentative for every 3,290 citizens. It is 
supposed to be a fair, nonpartisan and 
transparent process. 

But in 2011, the process was not bi-
partisan, not transparent, and not fair.

In 2011, three people created the 
maps behind closed doors, not a 
nonpartisan committee. Public hear-
ings were required, but no maps were 
shown, making informed public input 
impossible. 

That year, 24 towns were “gerry-
mandered”—cheated. Towns of 3,290 
citizens or more didn’t get their own 
representatives, as guaranteed by the 
Constitution. Lines were drawn to 
give one party the advantage over the 
other. One of our Executive Council 

districts even snakes from the rural 
Vermont border, to urban Dover on 
the Maine border.

Our legislature has awesome re-
sponsibilities. They should be dedi-
cated to what’s best for the state, not a 
game of political football. Don’t create 
maps that end up in the courts, with 
great cost, delay, and rancor. A nonpar-
tisan committee would build in checks 
and balances, ensuring maps come as 
close as possible to giving every voter 
equal weight. 

Thanks go to Durham’s Town 
Council, and Administrator Todd 
Selig, for adopting a New Hampshire 
Resolution for Transparent Fair Re-
districting. Right behind Durham, 
more than 100 other municipalities 
throughout New Hampshire are 
bringing this Resolution for Transpar-
ent Fair Redistricting before voters or 
their municipal governments. Please 
add your voice. Tell your representa-
tives: We deserve transparent, non-
partisan, fair redistricting.

Susan Richman
Durham, N.H.
Susan:
Thank you for writing and bringing 

this vital message to our readers.
The Editor

–=≈=–
Hank Aaron:

Superstar and Great American
To the Editor: 

Many of us were greatly saddened 
to hear the news that Hank Aaron had 
passed away. He was not only a base-
ball superstar but a great American. As 
a teenager in the early sixties, I became 
one of his fans, not knowing much 
about his personal life and challen-
ges, I only knew that he was a fantastic 
all-around baseball player. That was 
enough for me. 

In the meantime, after reading the 
July 23, 2007 Sports Illustrated article 

about his quest to break the home run 
record of Babe Ruth (714), and read-
ing his own auto-biography, I Had a 
Hammer, published in 1991 (worth 
reading to hear his humble, but real 
voice), I admire him even more. His 
career was filled with obstacles, wheth-
er racism or being under-rated. When 
he ended his career with 755 home 
runs, he was also leading in the RBI 
and Runs Scored categories, as well as 
a formidable base stealer. Of course, 
he is now most remembered for his 
715th home run in 1974 surpassing 
Babe Ruth. What many don’t realize 
is that his life and that of his family 
were constantly threatened, the closer 
he got to the goal. His daughter, Gaile, 
was under FBI protection because of a 
kidnapping threat, and his mother Es-
tella greeted her son on the field after 
his home run with a bear hug meant to 
protect him from assassination. 

When the Braves moved from Bos-
ton to Milwaukee in 1954, it put that 
city on the national map, a city that 
embraced him, and had a special place 
in his heart even though there was 
racism there too. On the other hand, 
moving to Atlanta in 1966 was a bad 
experience for him, a city in the Deep 
South that never appreciated him. To 
his credit, team owner Ted Turner, 
provided much needed support and 
encouragement. 

Aaron was a classy but humble 
American, who would speak up and 
quietly advocate for civil rights and 
equality. He was also a strong defend-
er of baseball, calling out cheating and 
bad behavior by players and owners. 
He criticized players asking the Base-
ball Hall of Fame to pay them for any 
items they provide, which he saw as 
greedy and unappreciative, since he 
and many players of his era donated 
items to the Hall for free. 

When President George W. Bush 
awarded him the Medal of Freedom 
in 2002, the president was quoted as 
saying: “This Home Run King was 

not handed his throne, he grew up 
poor and faced racism as he worked 
to become one of the greatest baseball 
players.” We should add great Ameri-
can to that. 

Rep. Peter Somssich
District 27- Portsmouth, N.H.
Peter:
Thank you for writing. Our grasp on 

the world of professional sports is tenuous, 
at best. Without your letter, we might 
never have known these terrible details 
of what Hank Aaron and his family 
faced. It seems a pity that teams go to such 
lengths to develop their players’ athletic 
prowess, without, apparently, giving a 
thought to their character.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Days of Infamy
To the Editor:

December 7, 1941 and January 6, 
2021 are days that will “Live in Infa-
my.” One was a clear sneak attack by a 
foreign power; one was a home-grown 
attack on our democracy by a delu-
sional, misguided group of domestic 
terrorists trying to discount and nul-
lify the votes of millions of Americans 
in numerous states and overthrow our 
government.

As I write this, Washington, D.C. 
has become an armed camp of thou-
sands of National Guard troops and 
police sent to protect the peaceful 
transfer of power when Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris are sworn in on Janu-
ary 20, 2021.

How did America get to this point 
in history, where millions of Amer-
ican citizens believed the lies told by 
President Trump that the election was 
stolen? Beliefs so twisted and absent of 
facts that thousands trashed the Cap-
itol building, some looking for Vice 
President Pence and other elected of-
ficials to assassinate? History will not 
look kindly on those public officials 
that were complicit.

It should now be patently clear to 
most, and the election has revealed, 
that the U.S. voting population is 
largely divided into two broad com-
peting ideological camps!

People associated with Camp A 
tend to believe the election was rigged, 
tainted with illegal votes, ballot tam-

pering, and generally illegal activities 
performed by some of the election 
officials and volunteers. They believe, 
without any certified and accurate ev-
idence, that President-elect Joe Biden 
and Democrats stole the election. They 
believe the judges, who have thrown 
out the 60+ lawsuits the President 
Trump team has filed to overturn 
the votes in those states, are complicit 
in this deceit. They have contribut-
ed more than $250,000,000 to the 
soon-to-be private citizen Trump to 
continue supporting those lawsuits…
and presumably his planned run in the 
2024 Presidential Election. In short, 
they don’t believe in the basic tenets 
and institutions of our Republic and 
American Democracy—that all are 
created equal; that all have an equal 
opportunity to achieve the American 
Dream; that there are certifiable truths 
and scientific facts that can guide our 
decisions in life and our political pol-
icies.

People in Camp B believe in and 
support our Bill of Rights, our U.S. 
Constitution, our legal and civic in-
stitutions and traditions, the ability 
to legally modify and shape our in-
stitutions without violence in order 
to actually achieve “that more perfect 
union.” They are not fooled by the ap-
peals of grifters and charlatans. They 
understand, as history has shown us, 
democracy is fragile and can be de-
stroyed by propaganda, lies, and at-
tacks on community values.

Regardless of how the Senate votes 
in Trump’s second, unprecedented Im-
peachment, the looming question is, 
how can we now help get more Camp 
A adherents moved into the values 
and beliefs of Camp B in order to save 
our democracy? With the help of pa-
triotic Americans, that will be Presi-
dent Elect Biden’s and Vice President 
Kamala Harris’ main challenge. Are 
you up to that challenge?

Herb Moyer
Exeter, N.H.
Herb:
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paragraph the assertion that the attack 
of September 11, 2001 “is thought to 
have been executed by both domestic 
and foreign conspirators.”

The Editor
–=≈=–

National Popular Vote Is Best Option
for Presidential Election Reform

By Patrick Rosenstiel
I think most people agree that our 

presidential election system needs to 
be reformed. 

In New Hampshire, S.B.43 is a 
bill to replace the state’s winner-
take-all system of awarding elector-
al votes with a system that allocates 
electors by congressional district. It 
mimics Maine and Nebraska’s sys-
tem and does not require a consti-
tutional amendment to be enacted. 

The sponsors of S.B.43 and I agree 
that the shortcomings of the current 
system present a clear threat to the 
future of American democracy. The 
idea of battleground states versus 
flyover states delivers chaos, insta-
bility, and tribalism, and it shakes 
the very foundation of trust in our 
national government. Unfortunate-
ly, a congressional district system of 
allocating electoral votes would take 
a bad system and make it worse. 

The real problem with the current 
system of electing the president is 
that battleground state voters have 
all the influence over the outcome of 
the presidential campaign, and that 
influence translates to presidents’ 
agendas as they govern. If voters in 
the battleground state of Florida 
want a prescription drug benefit, 
they get one. If corn farmers in Iowa 
want an ethanol subsidy, they get it. 
If rustbelt voters in Pennsylvania 
and Michigan want tariffs and trade 
wars, they get them. All this occurs 
at the expense of voters in flyover 
states, and a congressional district 
system would make those transac-
tional policy outcomes even more 
parochial. 

A real danger to democracy exists 
because of the fact that battleground 
state voters are hyper-relevant, and 
flyover state voters completely lack 

relevance in general election cam-
paigns for president. Ninety-six 
percent of the 2020 presidential 
campaign occurred in 12 battle-
ground states. Voters in Michigan, 
Florida, North Carolina, and Penn-
sylvania mattered a whole bunch in 
the outcome, while voters in North 
Dakota, Texas, Vermont, and Illinois 
were completely ignored. A congres-
sional district system would narrow 
the focus even more and render even 
more voters irrelevant. 

The challenge for Electoral Col-
lege reformers is to embrace a sys-
tem that advances the principle of 
one-person one-vote, encourages 
the candidates to pay attention to 
the voters of all 50 states and all 435 
congressional districts, and ensures 
the candidate who wins the most 
popular votes nationwide is elected 
president—every time. 

The National Popular Vote In-
terstate Compact is the only reform 
that can deliver on these three prin-
ciples of reform in time for the 2024 
presidential election. 

It does not require a constitutional 
amendment. The bill has passed in 
16 jurisdictions containing a total 
of 196 electoral votes. It will take 
effect when states totaling 270 elec-
toral votes have passed the bill and 
joined the compact. It has passed 
one chamber or another in nine 
additional states containing a total 
of 88 electoral votes—more than 
the 74 needed for the compact to 
go into effect. It has been support-
ed by Republicans, Democrats, and 
Independents in multiple state legis-
latures and nationally. It is an Amer-
ican idea whose time has come. 

There is only one way to advance 
the principle of one-person, one-
vote in presidential elections. 

There is only one way to encour-
age the candidates to campaign in all 
50 states. 

There is only one way to make 
sure the candidate with the most 
popular votes nationwide wins the 

presidency every time. 
And there is only one way to en-

sure every voter in New Hampshire 
and in every other state is politically 
relevant in every presidential elec-
tion. 

That one way is for New Hamp-
shire to be among the states with 
74 more electoral votes to pass the 
National Popular Vote Interstate 
Compact. 

Let’s not confuse non-solutions 
for solutions. Let’s pass the National 
Popular Vote bill and have a national 
popular vote for president in 2024. 
The future of the republic and our 
precious democracy depends on it. 

Patrick Rosenstiel is chairman of the 
Institute for Research on Presidential 
Elections, www.irpe.org and senior 
consultant to National Popular Vote. 

–=≈=–
Ewing: Loathsome Dems, Vol. CXVI

To the Editor:
[Note: The following screed may 

contain typographical errors; our 100 
Proof Department will have nothing 
to do with Mr. Ewing. — The Ed.]

After years of silence as Dem-
ocrat activists rioted in American 
cities killing dozens and physically, 
emotionally, and financially injuring 
thousands of innocent people; de-
stroying billions of dollars of public 
and private property, and attacking 
the White House, Capitol, and 
Supreme Court Building; it’s nice 
to finally see Democrats condemn, 
rather than support, violence. 

[Note: “Democratic activists…de-
stroying billions of dollars of public 
and private property”—The writer 
has supplied not a whit of evidence 
backing up this accusation. – The Ed.]

Congressional Democrats re-
sponded to the January 6th attack on 
the Capitol by demanding increased 
protection for themselves while de-
manding increasing restrictions on 
private citizens’ ability to protect 
themselves from Democrat rioters 
and the criminals who plague them 

daily. Democrat politicians’ lives are 
important; apparently our families’ 
lives aren’t important to them. 

The attack on the Capitol looked 
like hundreds of violent “peaceful 
protests” around our country all con-
ducted by Democrat supporters, not 
like Republican rallies and protests 
which are truly peaceful. 

[Note: We are not sure what to make 
of these two paragraphs. It seems as if 
our interlocutor has never read Mat-
thew 7:5: “Thou hypocrite, first cast out 
the beam out of thine own eye; and then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote 
out of thy brother’s eye.” King James, of 
course. — The Ed.]

[Note: Here we deleted a fruitless 
226-word effort to establish a spurious 
case that Democrates planned and car-
ried out the January 6th assault on the 
Capitol. – The Ed.] 

For four years the Washington 
Establishment (politicians including 
many Republicans, bureaucracy, spe-
cial interests, media, and others who 
benefit from a big Federal Govern-
ment) have been trying to get rid 
of President Trump. It’s tempting 
to believe they let the attack on the 
Capitol succeed so they could blame 
Trump and forever stop the Trump 
agenda of moving power and wealth 
from the Washington establishment 
to the American people. 

Don Ewing
Meredith, N.H.
Don:
On January 6th, the former Pres-

ident vomited up a huge, shapeless 
torrent of words: self-contradictory, 
nonsensical, and incoherent. If there 
is any method to his madness, it is to 
provide cover, like an octopus squirting 
ink. Fall for that if you will; having 
some self-respect, we decline. 

That speech was a textbook exam-
ple of “stochastic terrorism”—the use of 
mass communication to incite random 
actors to carry out violent or terrorist 
acts that are statistically predictable but 
individually unpredictable.

Your effort to compare a violent at-

tack on the Capitol—prompted by lies, 
intending to overturn a legitimate 
election, and resulting in five deaths—
with mostly-peaceful protests against a 
clear pattern of police killing innocent 
Black people without facing any conse-
quences, has us, quite frankly, question-
ing your capacity to reason. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

“The survivor, then, is a disturber 
of the peace. He is the runner of the 
blockade men erect against knowledge 
of ‘unspeakable’ things. About these he 
aims to speak, and in so doing he un-
dermines, without intending to, the 
validity of existing norms. He is a gen-
uine transgressor, and here he is made 
to feel real guilt. The world to which he 
appeals does not admit him, and since 
he has looked to this world as the source 
of moral order, he begins to doubt him-
self. And that is not the end, for now his 
guilt is doubled by betrayal—of himself, 
of his task, of his vow to the dead. The 
final guilt is not to bear witness. The 
survivor’s worst torment is not to be 
able to speak.”

– Terrence Des Pres, The Survivor
–=≈=–

 “It is delightful to observe how, when-
ever communism is discussed, its ad-
versaries’ fears instinctively lead them 
to this unavoidable piece of furniture! 
‘Who will empty the chamber pot?’ This 
is always their first cry. ‘Who will emp-
ty my chamber pot?’ is what they really 
mean to say. But they are wise enough 
not to use the possessive pronoun, and 
generously direct all their fears to pos-
terity.”

– Louis Auguste Blanqui
(1805 – 1881) French socialist 

and political activist
–=≈=–

“When one has lived on the edge of 
death, it becomes possible to sort out 
from life’s trivia what is truly import-
ant. A kind of culture shock developed 
for vets who returned home to find 
a society immersed in the pursuit of 
the insignificant. …America had not 
changed, but they had. …after Viet-
nam the binges of a consumer society 
seem almost obscene.”

– William P. Mahedy,
Out of the Night
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The Problem With Plastic…Is Plastic

Fascism Is Not an Option

by Jim Hightower

In a world that’s clogged and 
choking with a massive overdose 

of plastic trash, you’ll be heartened 
to learn that governments and in-
dustries are teaming up to respond 
forcefully to this planetary crisis.

Unfortunately, their response has 
been to engage in a global race to 
make more plastic stuff and to force 
poor countries to become dumping 
grounds for plastic garbage. Leading 
this Kafkaesque greedfest are such 
infamous plunderers and polluters 
as Exxon Mobil, Chevron, Shell, 

and other petrochemical profiteers. 
With fossil fuel profits crashing, the 
giants are rushing to convert more of 
their over-supply of oil into plastic. 
But where to send the monstrous 
volumes of waste that will result? 

The industry’s chief lobbyist outfit, 
the American Chemistry Council, 
looked around last year and sudden-
ly shouted: “Eureka, there’s Africa!” 
In particular, they’re targeting Kenya 
to become “a plastics hub” for global 
trade in waste. However, Kenyans 
have an influential community of 
environmental activists who’ve en-
acted some of the world’s toughest 

bans on plastic pollution. To bypass 
this inconvenient local opposition, 
the dumpers are resorting to an old 
corporate power play: “Free Trade.” 
Their lobbyists are pushing an au-
tocratic trade agreement that would 
ban Kenyan officials from passing 
their own laws or rules that interfere 
with trade in plastic waste.

Trying to hide their ugliness, the 
plastic profiteers created a PR front 
group called “Alliance to End Public 
Waste.” But—hello—it’s not “pub-
lic” waste. Exxon and other funders 
of the alliance make, promote, and 
profit from the mountains of de-

structive trash they now demand we 
clean up. 

The real problem is not waste, 
but plastic itself. From production 
to disposal, it’s destructive to people 
and the planet. Rather than subsi-
dizing petrochemical behemoths to 
make more of the stuff, policymak-
ers should seek out and encourage 
people who are developing real solu-
tions and alternatives.

–=≈=–
Copyright 2021 by Jim Hightower 

& Associates. Contact Melody Byrd 
(melody@jimhightower.com) for 
more information.

By Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War [VVAW] National Office

When VVAW was formed in 
1967, we were about op-

position to an illegal and immoral 
war that was chewing up our gen-
eration and untold numbers of the 
Vietnamese people. We became 
part of the largest social movement 
in history that organized for peace 
and real social justice. We engaged in 
peaceful forms of protest, including 
civil disobedience. 

Since those days, we have contin-
ued organizing for peace and social 
justice, in opposition to repression of 
all types. Our members, in large part, 
had parents who fought against fas-
cism in World War II. We still take 
that seriously. 

The home-grown fascist mob we 
all saw invade the Capitol on Janu-
ary 6, 2021, did not care about hu-
man life or democratic norms. They 
were all about support for the Great 
Leader, no matter what the cost to 
human life. Their propaganda and 
the actions of the hate groups who 
form their Brownshirts reek of rac-
ism. These echoes from the history 
of fascist movements in Italy and 
Germany are all too significant. 
This includes their efforts to lay the 
blame for the death and destruction 
on democratic activists on the an-
ti-fascist left. 

VVAW protested in Washington, 
D.C., many times in our history. In 

April, 1971, we led a large contin-
gent of veterans in an event called 
Dewey Canyon III. We occupied 
the Mall in opposition to a Supreme 
Court order. We petitioned mem-
bers of Congress and lobbied them 
to help end the war. We marched 
to Arlington National Cemetery to 
honor our dead brothers and sisters. 
We were refused entry. We occupied 
the steps of the Supreme Court and 
were peacefully arrested. When we 
ended the week’s events with a plan 
to return our medals to the U.S. 
Government, we were faced with 
a ten-foot high wire fence around 
the Capitol building. Did we try 
to knock it down? No. We simply 
tossed the medals over the fence 
while making public statements 
about our opposition to the war. 

We were targeted by the Nixon 
Administration due to our effective-
ness in promoting greater activism 
against the war. 

We occupied the Statue of Lib-
erty twice. Always peaceful and 
well-organized. 

In July 1974, we marched on 
D.C. again, demonstrating for de-
cent benefits for veterans. Again, 
well-organized and peaceful. We 
were attacked by the cops. We de-
fended ourselves. 

Our history has always been 
about organizing for greater democ-
racy, political, social, and economic. 

We fight fascists when necessary, 
as we have done many times in our 

history. We fought 
them in Miami in 
1972, when they 
tried to disrupt a 
peaceful protest 
during the Re-
publican Con-
vention. We fought 
them in the streets 
of Chicago. 

We now have a sit-
uation where the out-
going President of the 
United States tried to hold 
onto power with the aid of 
fascist mobs. Fascists want to be 
above the law. Their Great Leader is 
the law. We need to be clear about 
who the enemy is and how we need 
to respond to them. 

We are not saying that the U.S. 
Government is perfect, but we are 
not out to destroy the remnants of 
democratic institutions. Democrat-
ic actions, broad social organizations 
that engage in peaceful protest, 
unionization of greater numbers of 
working people, all these are needed 
to make any positive change. 

We should have no illusions 
about the Biden Administration. 
We should oppose any effort to let 
the fascists off the hook for their 
murderous violence. 

As veterans, we never claim to 
be above the law. In our actions, 
we always knew that we could go 
to prison for what we did. We were 
not violent. We defended ourselves 

when attacked. 
We were try-
ing to stop a 
war. We were 
fighting for de-
cent benefits 
for all veterans. 

So, what do 
we do in this 

current situation? 
This is not a joke. 

This crisis will not 
go away with Trump. 

We need to understand 
who is behind this fascist 

resurgence. How are they 
funded? What is the corporate in-
terest in setting the stage for fascist 
violence? How might we view this 
period in the light of earlier histori-
cal examples of the undermining of 
democratic institutions and attacks 
on political and racial minorities?

We know that there were orga-
nized cells within the insurrection 
that were intent on destruction 
and violence. Our elected rep-
resentatives, staff, and anyone in 
their way were at the risk of death. 
We know that some on the Capi-
tol police force, and possibly even 
elected officials, were also in on 
the attack. These people saw those 
around them as disposable and used 
them as cannon fodder to achieve 
their goals. A common tactic of 
these authoritarian movements is 
a disregard for those around them. 
This stands in stark contrast to our 

history and the many movements 
since then. Our struggles are for the 
people and work with the people to 
fight for social justice. 

We also know that in contrast 
to the white-kid-gloves treatment 
toward these insurrectionists, our 
brothers and sisters in the Black 
Lives Matter movement have suf-
fered at the hands of these white 
supremacists and fascists and their 
agents within the police force and 
armed services. We call on all our 
fellow veterans and officers of the 
law to root out those racists and 
insurrectionists and remove them 
from their ranks. 

We must be vigilant. We must use 
our experiences to educate others. 
We must demand explanations, not 
coverups; justice, not slaps on the 
wrist. People died in the Capitol for 
Trump’s personal vanity and for the 
class interests that continue to sup-
port him. 

By the time you read this, Trump 
will be out of office. The craziness 
that he promoted every single day of 
his time in office will not go away. It 
may go underground, and we should 
all be on our guard. 

Know who the enemy is. Prepare 
for the continued struggle for Peace 
and Real Social Justice!

–=≈=–
Printed with kind permission of 

Vietnam Veterans Against the War: 
www.vvaw.org.

–=≈=–

Durruti Is Dead, Yet Living
“I have been an Anarchist all my life. 
I hope I have remained one. I should 
consider it very sad indeed, had I to 
turn into a general and rule the men 
with a military rod. They have come to 
me voluntarily, they are ready to stake 
their lives in our antifascist fight. I 
believe, as I always have, in freedom. 
The freedom which rests on the sense of 
responsibility. I consider discipline in-
dispensable, but it must be inner disci-
pline, motivated by a common purpose 
and a strong feeling of comradeship.”

– Buenaventura Durruti, quoted 
in Durruti Is Dead, Yet Living 
(1936), by Emma Goldman

–=≈=–

Alternative Clothing & Goods
33 Vaughan Mall • Portsmouth, NH 03801 • (603) 431-2243

3 mins. from downtown Portsmouth

appt@auto-works.com

107 Government St. Kittery

(603) 436-4500

ASE Master Techs, Free Loaners

All Makes & Models

Pay is $10.25 – 
$10.75/hr.

Please contact Ashley at
(603) 568-4930 or
atruong@gsil.org

for more information.

Granite State Independent Living 
is looking to add caring and compas-
sionate individuals who are interested 
in making a difference in people’s lives 
as a Personal Care Attendant. Duties 
include: personal care, housekeeping, 
lifting, transfers, errand and grocery 

shopping. We offer a flexible schedule 
and paid training.

418 Spring St. 
Galena, Il 61036

call (815) 238-2939

City Brewery, 1850-1880, For Sale

Colin A. McGee
Enrolled Agent

Expert tax preparation, 
consultation and representation 

for businesses and individuals
(603) 436-0707 • Colin@klmcgeebiz.com

For Sale: 
English Wintech Saddle
Brand new condition, never used on a 
horse. Comes with stirrups and girth.

Asking $600 - (603) 812-3745

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship
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2003—At the White House, George 
W.[MD] Bush tells Tony Blair he’s 
going to invade Iraq with or without 
WMDs, and diplomacy will have to 
fit around the military strategy.
1984—President Reagan alleges the 
U.S. has a problem with “people who 
are sleeping on the grates…home-
less…you might say, by choice.”
1971—In Detroit, Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War testify about U.S. 
policies in Vietnam. Few listen.
1968—The Viet Cong and NVA send 
a message with coordinated attacks 
from the Delta to the DMZ, including 
the U.S. Embassy in Saigon: we’re not 
giving up. The U.S. brass don’t hear it, 
but the public does. General “Clueless” 
Westmoreland says Hue has been re-
taken. He’s off by a month.
1963—“The war in Vietnam is going 
well and will succeed,” says Bob Mc-
Namara, Secretary of Defense.
1957—A DC-8 on a test flight over 
the San Fernando Valley loses a wing 
when it’s hit by an F-89, also on a test 
flight. Four airmen die. Flaming de-
bris kills three kids on a junior high 
playground; 74 are injured.
1945—Private Eddie Slovik gets to be 
the one U.S. deserter out of 21,000 to 
be executed by a firing squad.
1933—The fascist Silver Legion goes 
public in Asheville, N.C. Within a few 
years it claims 15,000 members.
1900—William Goebel is sworn in as 
Governor of Kentucky a day after be-
ing shot. Three days later he dies.

2005—Canada OK’s same-sex mar-
riage; the world does not end.
2004—Janet Jackson’s nipple is briefly 
bared on TV; the world nearly ends.
2003—The space shuttle Columbia 
disintegrates over Texas.
1991—A tower screwup results in a 
737 landing on a turboprop at LAX; 
35 die, but David Koch survives.
1974—Richard Nixon meets for 
twenty minutes with the Reverend 
Sun Myung Moon.
1968—In Saigon, AP photographer 
and former Marine Eddie Adams 
snaps the anti-Iwo Jima Flag Raising 
photo of the Vietnam War: General 
Nguyen Ngoc Loan shooting VC 
Captain Nguyen Van Lem, whose 
hands are tied, in the head.
1964—Filthy-minded Governor of 
Indiana Matthew E. Welsh declares 
The Kingsmen’s song “Louie Louie,” 
which everyone else finds incompre-
hensible, to be obscene.
1963—Fleetwood Linley, the last 
living person to have looked upon the 
face of the dead Abraham Lincoln, 
dies at the age of 75.
1960—Civil rights sit-ins begin at 
Woolworth’s in Greensboro, N.C.
1951—An inevitable confluence: the 
first television broadcast of an atomic 
explosion.
1926—Col. Billy Mitchell, the lone 
U.S. military officer who understands 
the potential of aircraft in warfare, is 
court-martialled for criticizing his 
“superiors.”

2015—A week after a two-foot snow-
storm, Po’Town gets 18 inches more.
2004—George W.[MD] Bush reluc-
tantly OK’s an investigation of intelli-
gence failures.
1991—Before Desert Storm ground 
combat begins, the Pentagon bans the 
press from the Dover morgue.
1972—In Dublin, Irish Catholics, 
irate over “Bloody Sunday,” burn the 
British Embassy.
1970—Capt. Gary Faust bails out 
after his F-106 goes into a spin over 
Montana. The pilotless plane lands in 
a cornfield and is returned to service.
1966—Australians burn their con-
scription papers in Sydney.
1965—Protesting a protest against 
the jailing of MLK, Daniel P. Skelley 
pours water from a can labeled “gas” 
all over his American Nazi uniform. 
Cops take him away after a TV cam-
eraman offers him a match.
1952—Winnie Ruth Judd, the “trunk 
murderess,” makes her fifth escape 
from Arizona State Insane Hospital.
1915—German national Werner 
Horn bombs the railroad bridge con-
necting Vanceboro, Maine with St. 
Croix, Canada. There is little damage.
1912—Steeplejack Frederick R. Law 
succesfully parachutes from the Statue 
of Liberty’s torch.
1848—The Treaty of Guadalupe Hi-
dalgo legalizes America’s seizure of 
half of Mexico.
1819—Dartmouth v. Woodward gives 
super powers to corporate charters.

2012—“Today is the day that in 1924 
Woodrow Wilson died, that son of a 
bitch,” radio-active dingbat Glenn 
Beck says, “and I’m happy.”
2006—After Don Rumsfeld likens 
H. Chavez to Hitler, Venezuela’s VP 
compares the U.S. to the Third Reich.
1959—In Iowa, a plane crash kills 
Buddy Holly, “The Big Bopper,” and 
Richie Valens.
1956—Elvis Presley, Carl Perkins, 
Jerry Lee Lewis, and Johnny Cash jam 
at Sun studio in Memphis.
1953—J. Fred Muggs, a bad-tem-
pered chimpanzee from Cameroon, 
becomes the first non-human primate 
to appear regularly on TV.
1943—Four U.S. Navy chaplains 
aboard the U.S. Army transport 
Dorchester drown after giving their life 
jackets to others.
1931—Arkansas’ state legislature 
votes to pray for the soul of H.L. 
Mencken after he calls the state “the 
apex of moronia.”
1916—In Zurich, Hugo Ball opens 
Café Voltaire, hotbed of dadaism.
1870—The 15th Amendment is rat-
ified: Black male Americans are told 
they can now vote.
1811—Future newspaperman and 
notable eccentric Horace Greeley is 
born on a farm in Amherst, N.H.
1793—Shot in the face and bayoneted 
13 times by the British at Lexington 
17 years earlier, Samuel Whittemore, 
a farmer, dies of natural causes at 98.
1468—RIP Johannes Gutenberg.

2009—While giving a TED Talk on 
malaria prevention at Long Beach, 
Calif., Bill Gates releases a jarful of 
mosquitoes to feast on the audience.
1976—Lockheed admits to paying 
$22 million in bribes to sell aircraft.
1974—William Randolph Hearst’s 
granddaughter Patty, 19, is kidnapped 
by the Symbionese Liberation Army.
1968—Cholon, Saigon’s Chinatown, 
is declared a free-fire zone; South Viet-
namese pilots bomb their own capitol.
1968—Ur-beat Neal Cassady, 41, dies 
alongside railroad tracks in Mexico.
1913—Rosa Louise McCauley Parks 
is born in Tuskegee, Ala.
1912—Franz Reichelt, an Austrian 
tailor, tests an experimental para-
chute/overcoat from the Eiffel Tower. 
His design is fatally flawed.
1899—Five months after being lib-
erated from Spaniards by Americans, 
Filipinos begin fighting the liberators.
1887—The ICC is established. A 
future Union Pacific president calls 
it “quite harmless…[it] will impress 
the popular mind with the idea that a 
great deal is being done, when, in real-
ity, very little is intended to be done.”
1875—Eadweard Muybridge, the 
pioneering photographer who shot 
Major Harry Larkyns dead for im-
pregnating his wife, is found not guilty 
by a California jury which says they’d 
have done the same. He’s the last man 
to enjoy that loophole in America.
1794—The Fugitive Slave Act ex-
pands the fugitive-catching racket.

2018—At a rally, D.J. Trump says 
Democrats who didn’t applaud his 
State of the Union speech are traitors.
2007—Astronaut Lisa Marie Nowak 
is arrested for attempting to kidnap 
the girlfriend of another astronaut 
and for suspected misappropriation of 
NASA diapers.
2003—Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell tells the UN that Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraq is bristling with WMDs.
1992—George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush is “amazed” to encounter 
a supermarket checkout scanner.
1981—For her husband’s 70th birth-
day, First Lady Nancy Reagan flies her 
manicurist in from Los Angeles.
1958—A B-47 bomber collides with 
a jet fighter near Tybee Island off 
the coast of Georgia and jettisons an 
H-bomb. It’s still buried in the mud.
1953—Ike starts a tradition and treads 
on the First Amendment by speaking 
at the National Prayer Breakfast.
1937—Roosevelt attempts to “pack” 
the Supreme Court.
1918—Stephen W. Thompson be-
comes the first American pilot to 
down an enemy aircraft.
1897—Marcel Proust meets critic 
Jean Lorrain for a pistol duel at 3:00 
p.m.—the earliest hour decent people 
are up and about.
1830—The New York Daily Sentinel, 
the first labor daily, begins.
1637—Tulip prices, up 2,500 per-
cent in 33 days, top out in Holland at 
$40,000 a pound.

2020—It’s 65° Fahrenheit at the Es-
peranza Base, in Antarctica.
2013—In Seabrook, N.H., Phantom 
Fireworks sells Tamerlan Tsarnaev 
1.5 lbs. of black powder and gives him 
another 1.5 pounds for free.
1971—Derry, New Hampshire’s own 
Alan Shepherd uses a nine iron to 
whack a golf ball on the moon.
1968—NVA troops in Soviet tanks 
overrun Lang Vei; 21 of 24 Green Be-
rets are KIA, WIA, or captured.
1951—Trespassing at Argonne Na-
tional Laboratory, blowhard Paul 
Harvey claims it was inadvertant. A 
script found in his car proves he’s lying.
1919—Seattle union leaders get a 
telegram intended for shipyard own-
ers: “no raises.” A General Strike re-
sults. Workers run the city for a week, 
but union bureaucrats intervene. To 
maintain power they end the strike; 
workers get called “Bolsheviks.”
1858—Galusha Grow [R-Pa.] and 
Laurence Keitt [D-S.C.] trade blows 
in the House; 30 Members join in. 
John “Bowie Knife” Potter [R-Wisc.] 
and Cadwallader Washburn [ditto] 
snatch the wig of William Barksdale 
[D-Miss.]; it all ends in laughter.
1819—In a duel instigated by Gen. 
Andrew Jackson, Col. John Ma-
son McCarty kills Gen. Armistead 
Thomson Mason, his second cousin.
1684—Portsmouth’s first minister, 
Reverend Joshua Moody, is jailed by 
Governor Edward Cranfield over 
some inane doctrinal foofaraw.

2020—Li Wenliang, a Chinese doc-
tor reprimanded for warning of a new 
SARS virus, dies of Covid-19.
2013—Mississippi abolishes slavery.
1998—GOP-run Congress names 
Washington National after the guy 
who fired all our air traffic controllers.
1991—IRA mortars 10 Downing St.
1968—“It became necessary to de-
stroy [the Vietnamese village of Ben 
Tre] in order to save it,” an American 
major tells reporter Peter Arnett. 
1965—VC attack Camp Holloway 
near Pleiku killing 9 Americans and 
wounding 137. The U.S. responds by 
bombing North Vietnam.
1951—In Korea, Capt. Lewis Millett 
leads the U.S.’s most recent bayonet 
charge. This anachronistic victory 
earns him the Medal of Honor.
1950—Ex-Emperor Bao Dai [1926–
1945], ineffectual serial puppet, first 
of the Japanese, then the French, is 
recognized by the U.S. as ruler of the 
bogus State of Vietnam.
1926—Negro History Week, the 
precursor to Black History Month, is 
celebrated for the first time.
1919—Michigan’s Supreme Court 
dooms Homo sapiens by ruling that 
corporations must put profits for 
stockholders above all else.
1873—It’s Sheriff and future Pres. 
Grover Cleveland’s 2nd hanging: 
John Gaffney takes 23 minutes to die.
1848—Le Représentant du peuple, 
the first anarchist paper, is begun by 
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon.

2020—Given a choice between a sec-
ond term for Trump or “a giant meteor 
[striking] the earth, extinguishing all 
human life,” a poll says 62% of N.H. 
Democrats would prefer the meteor.
2015—Another two feet of snow fall 
on Portsmouth. It’s five feet deep now.
1996—The Telecommunications Act 
gives corporations airwaves worth $70 
billion, eliminates ownership limits, 
deregulates cable rates, and protects 
licenses against citizen complaints.
1971—ARVN invades Laos in Oper-
ation Lam Son 719: a chaotic disaster.
1968—State Troopers fire on Black 
protestors in Orangeburg, S.C., kill-
ing three and wounding 27.
1946—For taking down a sign about 
Jim Crow laws in a Bessemer, Ala. bus, 
honorably discharged former Marine 
Timothy Hood is shot by a streetcar 
conductor. The Police Chief arrests 
Hood, then shoots him dead. The 
Coroner calls it “justifiable homicide.”
1942—HUAC recommends concen-
tration camps for some Americans.
1924—Nevada becomes the first state 
to kill someone in a gas chamber: Gee 
Jon, a hit man for the Hop Sing Tong.
1923—Coal dust explodes in Stag 
Canyon No. 1 mine in Dawson, N.M.; 
123 die. Many of them were orphaned 
in 1913 when coal dust exploded in 
Stag Canyon No. 2, killing 263.
1887—The Dawes Act—enabling the 
division of Indian reservations into 
lots suitable for sale to white settlers—
becomes what we laughably call “law.”

2007—A Pentagon report concludes 
that Douglas Feith’s policy office 
inappropriately manipulated intelli-
gence on Iraq. Punished? Hell, no.
2001—The USS Greeneville, demon-
strating an emergency ballast-blow-
ing maneuver to 16 “Distinguished 
Visitors,” half with Texas oil and Bush 
connections, sinks a Japanese high-
school fishery training ship off Ha-
waii, killing five adult crew and four 
high-school students.
1982—George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush denies ever having used 
the term “voodoo economics.” NBC 
then plays him the tape.
1980—Ted Bundy gets married and is 
sentenced to die. In Florida, of course.
1971—Satchel Paige becomes the 
first Negro League player inducted 
into the Hall of Fame.
1967—NYC cops bust cellist Char-
lotte Moorman for playing Matthews’ 
“International Lullaby” while topless.
1950—“I have here in my hand,” says 
Sen. Joe McCarthy, “the names of 205 
men that were known to the Secre-
tary of State as being members of the 
Communist Party and who neverthe-
less are still working and shaping the 
policy of the State Department.” Years 
later he admits he held a laundry list.
1945—HMS Venturer, submerged, 
torpedoes and sinks U-864, also sub-
merged, off the coast of Norway.
1919—Suffragists burn W. Wilson 
in effigy in front of the White House.
1737—Happy Birthday, Tom Paine.

2014—Donald Trump tells Fox 
“News,” “When the economy crashes, 
when the country goes to total hell, 
and everything is a disaster, then you’ll 
have riots to go back to where we used 
to be, when we were great.”
2010—Innovative tax protestor Joe 
Stack flies a fuel-laden Piper into the 
IRS Field Office in Austin, Texas, 
killing another person, injuring 13, 
and causing damage in the millions.
2009—One chance in 50 million: 
Russia’s defunct Kosmos-2251 hits 
Iridium 33, 490 miles above Siberia. 
2003—The G.W.[MD] Bush Ad-
ministration touts plastic sheeting and 
duct tape as a first line of defense.
1968—General Westmoreland, U.S. 
commander in Vietnam, sends a cable 
to the Navy’s top admiral in the Pacif-
ic. It’s a request for tactical nukes.
1964—HMAS Melbourne hits HMAS 
Voyager. Cut in half, Voyager sinks and 
82 die. It’s the first of two friendly 
ships Melbourne is destined to sink. 
1918—At the Power’s gold mine in 
Arizona’s Galiuro Mountains, a four-
man posse seeking two draft-dodgers 
ends up 3/4ths dead. The Power broth-
ers get out of Florence Prison in 1960.
1910—Five Bloomsbury Groupers, 
disguised as Abyssinian royalty, trick 
Royal Navy officers into giving them 
a tour of HMS Dreadnaught.
1897—Bradley and Cornelia Martin 
throw a ball at the Waldorf in NYC. 
Spending per guest equals 65 times 
the average workman’s weekly wage.

2014—An FEC report confirms what 
his mom and sis said: U.S. Rep. Frank 
Guinta lied, that $355,000 wasn’t his.
2013—Bad news today from KRTV 
in Great Falls, Mont.: “the bodies of 
the dead are rising from their graves 
and attacking the living.”
2006—Dick “Dick” Cheney becomes 
the second sitting Vice President to 
shoot a man when he “peppers” his pal 
Harry Whittington in the face. 
1992—“I’d like to thank my family for 
loving me and taking care of me,” says 
Johnny Frank Garrett (IQ under 70), 
as Texas prepares to poison him, “and 
the rest of the world can kiss my ass.”
1990—Nelson Mandela is released 
from prison after 27 years.
1963—RIP Sylvia Plath.
1963—The CIA creates a “Domestic 
Operations Division.” What could 
possibly go wrong?
1937—The Great Flint, Mich. Sit-
Down Strike ends in victory for the 
workers. Good times start to roll.
1926—The Mexican government na-
tionalizes all church property.
1919—Emma Goldman is arrested 
for the crime of telling women how 
birth control works.
1861—The House of Representatives 
unanimously resolves that it will do 
nothing about slavery in any state.
1812—Massachusetts gets “gerry-
mandered” by Republican governor 
Elbridge Gerry.
1790—Quakers petition Congress to 
emancipate the nation’s enslaved.

2004—USA Today reports that for-
mer top Texas Air National Guard 
officers say files were “cleansed” to 
protect George W.[MD] Bush.
1999—N.H. Senators Gregg and 
Smith notwithstanding, the Senate 
finds President Clinton not guilty.
1983—SS Marine Electric, a rusted, 
beat-up hulk whose lying owners 
faked inspections, sinks off Virginia; 
three survive from a crew of 34.
1976—The New World Liberation 
Front bombs Hearst Castle.
1975—Two top Nixon aides, Halde-
man and Erlichman, and AG John 
Mitchell, are sentenced to prison.
1968—LBJ puts the kibosh on 
Westy’s plan to nuke the NVA.
1962—Bill Lancaster is discovered in 
the Sahara, mummified alongside his 
biplane, 29 years after disappearing.
1947—Sixty protesters burn draft 
cards in New York City.
1946—Black combat vet Isaac Wood-
ard gets his honorable discharge and 
boards a bus in Georgia. Before he can 
get to N.C., he’s beaten and blinded by 
white cops in Aiken, S.C.
1917—A huge mob in Bisbee, Ariz. 
herds 1,200 members of the IWW 
into boxcars to be shipped off and 
dumped in the New Mexico desert.
1874—Marines and sailors from 
the U.S.S. Portsmouth quell a riot in 
Honolulu to assure the election of a 
pro-American King.
1839—The Aroostook War between 
Maine and New Brunswick begins. 

2013—Justice Antonin Scalia goes to 
his final judgment.
2008—The Senate tells the CIA to lay 
off the waterboarding.
2007—An Al-Qaeda tape calls George 
W.[MD] Bush a drunk gambler.
2002—Donald Rumsfeld’s ex-assis-
tant Ken Adelman predicts the Iraq 
War will be a “cakewalk.”
1991—A super-accurate, laser-guid-
ed U.S. bomb kills some 400 Iraqi 
civilians in a bunker in Baghdad.
1983—Radicalized by anti-Semite 
Henry Ford, decorated WW II vet 
and anti-tax crank Gordon Kahl and 
his son Yorivon murder two U.S. 
Marshals and wound three other law-
men in a shootout near Medina, N.D.
1981—Hexane gas illegally discharged 
from a Purina plant fills the Louisville, 
Ky. sewer system. A spark from a car 
causes two miles of sewer lines to ex-
plode. Purina denies liability.
1968—Five soldiers are busted at Ft. 
Jackson, S.C.; they prayed for peace.
1967—The National Student Asso-
ciation admits it’s received $3 million 
from the CIA over 15 years.
1950—The crew of a burning B-36 
jettisons its Mark IV A-bomb and 
bails out. With no plutonium core, it 
merely scatters 100 lbs. of uranium 
when it explodes over British Colum-
bia. Five crewmen freeze to death.
1837—Foco Loco Democrats protest 
rapidly rising food prices in New York 
City. Hundreds of barrels are liberated 
in the ensuing Flour Riot.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, February 2Monday, February 1Sunday, January 31 Wednesday, February 3 Thursday, February 4 Friday, February 5 Saturday, February 6

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“No man is worth his salt who is 
not ready at all times to risk his 
body, to risk his well-being, to 
risk his life, in a great cause.” 

— Theodore Roosevelt

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar
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