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The Fortnightly Rant

A Timely Revision
E Pluribus Unum? As if…. 

Clearly, in this day and age, 
our national motto meaning “Out of 
Many, One” is no longer operative. 
So, it’s time for a new one. 

We could go on at great length 
here, supplying one example after 
another to support this thesis, but 
why sift through the mountains of 
evidence just to insult our readers’ 
intelligence? Res ipsa loquitur.*

Our proposal: “The Beatings Will 
Continue Until Morale Improves.” 

Sufficiently concise to serve as a 
motto, this phrase far more accurate-
ly reflects the rancorous state of the 
union nation today. 

Also, thanks to the onerous work-
ing conditions imposed on the ma-
jority of our citizenry by the tiny 
minority which controls Wall Street, 
it’s a phrase which nearly everyone is 
already familiar with.

Of course, such a change—es-
pecially coming after a forty year 
period during which strategic dis-
sembling has become a way of life 
amongst our governing class—in-
jecting such a high dosage of hon-
esty into our public discourse might 
make some of its pre-eminent prac-
titioners uncomfortable.

So, in the spirit of comity and un-
derstanding, we offer an alternative 
proposal: let’s abolish the Senate.

This plan may be somewhat bold-
er than one normally encounters in 
an obscure newspaper that’s being 
given away for free. Nevertheless, as 
The Nation’s Oldest Newspaper,™ 
certain responsibilities are therefore 
incumbent upon us. Diagnosing 
public ills is perhaps preeminent 
among them. 

In the performance of this duty, 
we have found the republic’s enemy: 
it is the United States Senate. 

Together, North and South Da-
kota can muster only 1,665,761 in-
habitants. Those two states, though, 
have four Senators: one for every 
416,440 Dakotans. 

California has 39,538,223 citizens 
but only two Senators, each repre-
senting 19,769,111 people.

The Founders™ would apparent-
ly have us believe that some citizens 
should have 47 times more politi-
cal power than others, depending 
upon where they hang their hats. 
That hardly seems legit. What are 
the consequences of this peculiar 
arrangement? 

To pick just one example, most 
Americans believe the govern-
ment has a responsibility to provide 
health care for everyone: 63 percent, 
according to a 2020 poll by Pew 
Research. A Reuters poll taken in 
2018 found that only 20.6 percent 
of Americans oppose Medicare For 
All. 

Seems pretty clear. Do we have 
Medicare For All? No, we do not. 
Why not? Perhaps you should ask 
Mitch McConnell, the one-man 
Death Panel.

Last year The Baffler—highly rec-
ommended—published “Abolish 
the Senate,” by Thomas Geoghe-
gan.† In it he wrote of the difference 
between “our modern sense of lib-
erty, as an individual freedom from 
the state,” and “an earlier idea of lib-
erty, an idea of freedom, which came 
partly from Machiavelli and writers 
like John Milton and others writ-
ing at the time of the English Civil 

War,” a view in which individual 
liberty “depended on the freedom 
of the state to act on behalf of the 
entire people.”

“[I]f the body politic is deprived 
of liberty,” Geoghegan wrote, “then 
none of us has any individual liberty. 
Rather, there is individualism with-
out liberty. It is a fitting, Dante-like 
punishment for the United States 
that for the sin of hyper-individu-
alism, we are currently [September, 
2020] locked down in our homes 
without the liberty to move. It is a 
natural consequence of our thinking 
of liberty as being free of the state 
when the state in turn is not free to 
represent or protect us.”

Throughout history, the Senate 
has rarely sided with the people. 

First there was the little matter of 
enslaved Blacks counting as 3/5ths 
of a human. Denied the vote them-
selves, their bondage gave added po-
litical power to their enslavers.

In the wake of the Civil War, 
“the world’s greatest deliberative 

body” was entirely in the pocket of 
free-spending railroads, a situation 
which he says “had the effect of 
locking in our current form of cap-
italism.”

The New Deal, Geoghegan wrote, 
“was limited to what horrifically 
racist senators from the South were 
willing to permit. [It] existed on the 
condition that many of its landmark 
laws would not apply in the South, 
usually by exempting agriculture. 
That’s how we lost organized labor 
in this country. The New Deal was 
based on a compromise with the 
Senate that the labor movement 
stay locked up in the North. Years 
later, the U.S. economy moved to the 
union-free South and West and we 
soon stopped having much of a labor 
movement at all.”

For its next trick, the Senate may 
wreck our credit rating. 

Republicans play “chicken” with 
the national debt whenever a Dem-
ocrat gets into the White House. 
Minority Leader—Minority Lead-

er Mitch McConnell has voted to 
raise the debt ceiling—an arbitrary 
number set by Congress which has 
no other purpose than to serve as a 
marker in such games—32 times in 
his career, and three times during the 
so-called “presidency” of the former 
guy—in whose single, misbegotten 
term, the national debt rose by $8 
trillion. Now McConnell is saying, 
“Not gonna happen.”

The climate promises chaos but 
the Senate can’t even play its own 
game without turning over the table. 

Let’s act on a suggestion of 
Geoghegan’s: a convention of blue 
states proposing “a new constitution 
to be ratified by enough states to 
account for two thirds of our pop-
ulation. Then just put it in effect: let 
the Supreme Court howl. It’s how 
we put in the republic in the first 
place—not by unanimous vote as 
the Articles of Confederation re-
quired, but by throwing out the Ar-
ticles altogether and daring anyone 
stop us.”

The week got off to an instructive 
start. Few Americans probably 

imagined that men on horseback in 
this country still use leather lashes 
to control defenseless Black people. 
Live and learn.

Most Americans must have been 
deeply disturbed by the sight of 
Haitian refugees being subjected to 
this brutal treatment. At least, so one 
would hope. 

Extrapolating from polls show-
ing continued support for a certain 
non-incumbent, though, about one 
in four may have said to themselves, 
“Yeah, give them a few licks for me.”

Though the lesson may have been 
unwelcome, the sight was neverthe-
less instructive. It was even inspiring, 
in the saddest way imaginable.

According to NPR, some of the 
people being abused at the border by 
federal agents have been travelling, 
on foot for years. No doubt most of 

these journeys began out of desper-
ation. Getting to the Rio Grande af-
ter such a trek, with no resources to 
speak of, suggests a level of persever-
ence and determination deserving of 
praise, not condemnation. 

A just nation—particularly one 
that takes such overweening pride in 
its purported self-reliance—might 
consider such a background as a 
bona fide, justifying an accelerated 
citizenship process. For the moment, 
though, let’s deal with the nation we 
have, not the nation we might want 
or wish to have at a later time.

Many Americans, we suspect, 
tend to turn away from intractable 
problems. If a problem persists long 
enough, and no solution seems evi-
dent, eventually we just shrug and go 
back to watching whatever inanity 
is on offer between the commercials 
for pharmaceuticals.

We’re as guilty as anyone, but the 

latest border atrocity finally got us 
asking questions.

There is no mystery as to why 
Haitians are fleeing. They are beset 
by myriad catastrophes: earthquakes, 
hurricanes, outbreaks of cholera…
the list of woes is truly terrible. 

The magnitude of all these prob-
lems might be reduced if the govern-
ment were not so dysfunctional. But, 
in addition to geology and meteo-
rology, unseen political forces seem 
to be at work. Recently there was a 
presidential assassination; again, one 
might think that Americans could 
muster a little empathy. 

Perhaps it would help if our cor-
porate media—including NPR—
would occasionally interrupt their 
routine hand-wringing coverage 
of Haiti’s latest disaster, to remind 
their audiences that from 1825 until 
1947, France had its knee on Haiti’s 
neck.

To understand the scope of this 
crime, we must go back to 1791. 
After nearly 300 years of oppres-
sion, first by the Spanish and then 
the French, Haitians began the only 
successful rebellion of an enslaved 
people in modern history. They won 
independence in 1804. 

To white slave-holders in the 
U.S., these developments were un-
settling. To enslaved Blacks laboring 
on plantations they were inspiring. 
Official U.S. policy tended to line up 
with the interests of the former.

This was demonstrated most 
clearly in 1825.

President Monroe had decreed in 
1823 that henceforth the U.S. would 
have veto power over any unwanted 
developments in the Caribbean. In 
pretty short order that policy applied 
to the whole damned hemisphere. 

Two years later France’s King 
Charles X sent a fleet of ships to 

blockade Haiti. In a staggering 
example of extortion and chutz-
pah, Charles demanded money in 
exchange for lifting the blockade. 
Here is how Evan X Hyde, a Be-
lizean writer, Dartmouth graduate, 
and publisher of Amandala, that 
country’s largest newspaper, sums up 
one of the great crimes of the 19th 
century:

The ransom demanded from Haiti 
was ten times its annual national rev-
enue. But, with the guns of the French 
Caribbean fleet pointed at Port-au-
Prince, Haiti’s president was forced 
to agree that the former slaves should 
compensate their masters. To make the 
first payment–30 million francs–Haiti 
was obliged to take on loans covering 
the full sum from Parisian banks. In-
terest of 20 percent on this loan–6 mil-

* Res ipsa loquitur means, literally, “the thing 
speaks for itself.”

† Thomas Geoghegan is a labor lawyer who 
has represented, among others, the United 
Mine Workers and Teamsters for a Dem-
ocratic Union. Writing about him, blogger 
Kathy G. cited an epitaph allegedly found 
on the tomb of St. Ivo of Kremartin (1253-
1303): Advocatus, et non latro, et mirando po-
pulo. Roughly translated it means, “A lawyer 
and not a thief, and therefore a wonder to 
the people.”
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lion francs–was demanded in advance. 
To pay that, the treasury was emptied.

For the first liberated Latin Amer-
ican nation, formal independence on 
11 July 1825 did not signify the begin-
ning of freedom, but the end of hope. 
The chains were not cast off; they were 
soldered back on. Even after it was re-
duced to 60 million francs in 1838, the 
debt was an impossible sum. During 
the nineteenth century, slavery would 
be outlawed all over Europe and in 
the United States. Compensation was 
paid to slave owners–but by the gov-
ernments that outlawed slavery, not 
by the slaves themselves. Yet the French 
government continued to insist that its 
own ex-slaves in Haiti pay for their 
liberty. The slavery reparations would 
not be paid off until 1947.*

And what of that vaunted Mon-
roe Doctrine? John Quincy Adams 
succeeded Monroe in March, 1825. 
Rather than take a principled stand, 

he did nothing about the blockade 
and extortion—unless you count let-
ting Haiti serve as an object lesson in 
humility for other Black people.

While it’s generally fruitless to 
try and compare the suffering of 
different groups of people, we can’t 
help but notice a parallel. White 
American families have developed 
their wealth over generations, large-
ly through home ownership enabled 
by friendly federal housing policies. 
Black Americans were explicitly 
shut out of that process for most of 
the 20th century. The consequences 
can be seen in the relative net worth 
of the two groups.

This newspaper would be perpet-
uating a great injustice if it were to 
cast aspersions at the French and 
former U.S. presidents without ac-
knowledging its own sins.

The first thirty years of our exis-
tence were only made possible by the 
use of enslaved labor.

The longer we go on, the more 
clearly we see that with every issue 
of this paper, our debt increases.

The least we can do is to remind 
ourselves and others of this simple, 
essential fact.

Every fortnight we trek to the Post Office on Heritage Avenue—one-third 
of the way to the Massachusetts border—to mail our paper to subscribers. 
On September 10th, we noticed that the flag at the intersection of Lafay-
ette and Heritage was not in compliance with the Flag Code. Ten days lat-
er we revisited the scene. The photograph above shows what we found. We 
publish it here, trusting that the Flag Police—their motto, “Eternal vig-
ilance is the price of upholding the fetishization of material objects which 
symbolize the values of a purported republic in the absence of any percep-
tible functionality”—will know how to handle this egregious violation.

Doctor Praised for Violating Texas’
New Abortion Ban

Jessica Corbett, Common Dreams
“I provided an abortion to a wom-

an who, though still in her first tri-
mester, was beyond the state’s new 
limit. I acted because I had a duty 
of care to this patient, as I do for all 
patients, and because she has a fun-
damental right to receive this care.”

Dr. Alan Braid, who provides 
abortion care in San Antonio, ex-
plained his decision to violate Texas’ 
new law in a Saturday opinion piece 
for The Washington Post, drawing 
praise and gratitude from reproduc-
tive rights advocates and healthcare 
professionals nationwide.

Texas’ Senate Bill 8—which the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s right-wing 
majority let take effect this month, 
in spite of Roe v. Wade—bans abor-
tions after about six weeks of preg-
nancy, with no exceptions for rape 
or incest, and empowers anti-choice 
vigilantes to enforce the law.

Readers turned to Twitter to 
thank Braid, express admiration for 

his courage and integrity, and en-
courage others to engage with his 
“extremely powerful, must-read” 
piece.

Braid began his obstetrics and 
gynecology residency in 1972, the 
year before the nation’s highest court 
affirmed the constitutional right to 
abortion with Roe. He noted that 
before the landmark ruling, “abor-
tion was effectively illegal in Tex-
as—unless a psychiatrist certified a 
woman was suicidal.”

“At the hospital that year, I saw 
three teenagers die from illegal abor-
tions,” the doctor recalled of 1972. 
“One I will never forget. When she 
came into the ER, her vaginal cav-
ity was packed with rags. She died 
a few days later from massive organ 
failure, caused by a septic infection.”

Detailing his career from Roe to 
S.B. 8, he wrote, “For the next 45 
years—not including the two years I 
was away in the Air Force—I was a 
practicing OB/GYN in Texas, con-
ducting Pap smears, pelvic exams 
and pregnancy check-ups; deliver-

ing more than 10,000 babies; and 
providing abortion care at clinics I 
opened in Houston and San Anto-
nio, and another in Oklahoma.”

According to Braid:
“Though we never ask why some-

one has come to our clinic, they of-
ten tell us. They’re finishing school 
or they already have three children, 
they’re in an abusive relationship, 
or it’s just not time. A majority are 
mothers. Most are between 18 and 
30. Many are struggling financial-
ly—more than half qualify for some 
form of financial aid from us.

“Several times a month, a woman 
confides that she is having the abor-
tion because she has been raped. 
Sometimes, she reports it to the po-
lice; more often, she doesn’t.”

The doctor disclosed that he pro-
vided an abortion that violated state 
law on September 6th. Although his 
unidentified patient is not legally at 
risk, Braid is. As part of a scheme 
to make the statute harder to strike 
down in court, S.B. 8 enables in-
dividuals to sue anyone who “aids 

* This is excerpted from a longer discussion 
of white supremacy and Black distress. The 
whole can be found at amandala.com.bz/
news/publisher-319/.

The arts are vital to our vibrant Seacoast community.
Please consider supporting your many local arts and 

culture organizations in this time of crisis.

Gathering together to experience the arts is the heart 
and soul of what we do here at The Music Hall. 

We are ever grateful for the unwavering support of our 
community, and look forward to seeing you when our 

doors reopen.
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The Fechheimer Building, one of the fin-
est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port-
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows 
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a 
subscription to this newspaper.
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or abets” an abortion beyond the 
new limit and potentially collect a 
$10,000 “bounty.”

“I fully understood that there 
could be legal consequences—but 
I wanted to make sure that Texas 
didn’t get away with its bid to pre-
vent this blatantly unconstitutional 
law from being tested,” wrote Braid, 
whose clinics are among the plain-
tiffs represented by the Center for 
Reproductive Rights (CRR) in an 
ongoing federal lawsuit to stop S.B. 
8.

In an interview with The New York 
Times, Braid said he had consulted 
with CRR lawyers and expressed 
hope that his disclosure would con-
tribute to invalidating the Texas law.

“I hope the law gets overturned,” 
Braid told the newspaper, “and if this 
is what does it, that would be great.”

After the Post piece was pub-
lished, Nancy Northup, CRR’s pres-
ident and CEO, said in a statement 
that “Dr. Braid has courageously 
stood up against this blatantly un-
constitutional law.”

“We stand ready to defend him 
against the vigilante lawsuits that 
S.B. 8 threatens to unleash against 
those providing or supporting access 
to constitutionally protected abor-
tion care,” Northup added.

In addition to challenging 

Texas’ ban, CRR is among the 
advocacy groups calling on the 
Democrat-controlled Congress to 
pass the Women’s Health Protection 
Act (H.R. 3755/S. 1975), legislation 
to codify Roe which the U.S. House 
of Representatives plans to vote on 
this month.

While the Biden administration 
is also suing Texas over S.B. 8 and 
taking steps to support abortion pa-
tients and providers in the state, the 
new law and an upcoming U.S. Su-
preme Court case that could over-
turn Roe has bolstered arguments 
for abolishing the filibuster in the 
Senate so that Democrats can enact 
federal protections for reproductive 
rights.

This work is licensed under Creative 
Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). 
Feel free to republish and share widely.

–=≈=–
Governor MugWump Wants It Both Ways
Chris Sununu faces a difficult chal-
lenge: getting through the abortion 
obstacle course and into the U.S. 
Senate. 

First Texas turned up the heat on 
the issue by passing the craziest an-
ti-abortion law yet. Then the Exec-
utive Council voted down contracts 
for Planned Parenthood, thereby 
inserting itself into the treatment 
rooms of thousands of New Hamp-

If you want to see a humpback whale around these parts, you’re gonna 
need a boat. Judging from photos in Wednesday’s Formerly Award-Win-
ning, Formerly-Local Daily—taken by Still Excellent Photographer Deb 
Cram—this flaking, patched-over leviathan has now gone the way of all 
flesh and brick and mortar. Here’s how it looked on Sunday. 

shire women.
Sununu signed off on the Coun-

cil’s decision, leaving reproductive 
health care providers scrambling. 
Then he suggested bringing the 
contracts back for another look. Fi-
nally, after protesters showed up out-
side an Executive Council meeting, 
he laughed about it all.

“It doesn’t bother me,” he told 
WGIR’s New Hampshire Today, 
with a laugh. “Look, I do my job 
[…] I try not to get wrapped up 
into all that drama. That’s just a lot 
of drama.”

–=≈=–
Our Humpback Has Gone “Extinct”

Our Wandering Photographer 
strolled over to the Worth Lot on 
Sunday for one last look at Ports-
mouth’s landlocked whale.

Scaffolding had been erected on 
the east wall of the Cabot Furniture 
building, and demolition crews had 
knocked down the graffiti-covered 
western end, but the baleful eye was 
still gazing back.

Wyland painted 100 Whaling 
Walls between 1981 and 2008. 

Ours, “Isles of Shoals Humpback,” 
was number 37. Dedicated June 14, 
1993, it has how joined 25 others 
previously listed as “Extinct.” 

–=≈=–
From Zero to Hero in a Single Anecdote

Not to make light of a serious sub-
ject, but Americans who may have 
been thinking of ending it all recent-
ly got reminded of a good reason to 
live: unimaginable surprises may be 
coming any day. 

If an incident being used to jack 
up sales of Bob Woodward’s latest 
book holds up to scrutiny, James 
Danforth “Dan” Quayle—the most-
mocked Vice President since Spiro 
“Ted” Agnew—may now be eligi-
ble for elevation into the pantheon 
of American heroes. [Note: “Heroes” 
is the plural of “hero.” To spell it cor-
rectly, one adds an “es” to the singular 
“hero”—just as with the word “potato.” 
– The Ed.]

After the former guy lost the pres-
idential election, an alleged lawyer 
named John Eastman handed a six-
point plan to former radio talk-show 
host and second-most-mocked Vice 

President &c. Mike Pence. Under 
Eastman’s plan, Pence would [insert 
incomprehensible and absurd patch 
of legal jargon here].

If Pence had followed through, 
and the plan had not been an in-
comprehensible and absurd patch of 
legal jargon, the former guy would 
now be the current guy.

Pence—who, let us recall, is afraid 
to be in the same room with any 
woman not his wife—was flum-
moxed. Not knowing to whom to 
turn for advice, he called the afore-
said Quayle.

Quayle, bless his heart, talked 
sense into Pence, thus preventing a 
SNAFU from becoming FUBAR’d. 

–=≈=–
Thomas Bailey Aldrich Revealed

We take this opportunity to draw 
the attention of local hagiographers 
to an essay by W.D. Ehrhart which 
appears on page seven of this news-
paper. 

It appears that one of our local 
heroes, the author Thomas Bailey 
Aldrich, was a “bad boy” in more 
ways than one. 

“If we are to have another contest in the near future of our national
existence, I predict that the dividing line will not be Mason and Dix-

on’s, but between patriotism and intelligence on the one side,
and superstition, ambition, and ignorance on the other.”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

– Ulysses S. Grant, Des Moines, Iowa, September 29, 1875

“Now and then, hang a question 
mark on the things you have

long taken for granted.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Bertrand Russell (1872-1979)
philosopher, mathematician

North River Woodworks
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“Think of how stupid the average person is and realize
half of them are stupider than that.”

– George Carlin

The New Hampshire Gazette is the most 
economical advertising medium on the Seacoast. 

This space is available for just forty dollars.  
To learn more, call (603) 433-9898,  

or email editors@nhgazette.com.

Dear Reader: Thank You
Without you, our paltry efforts

would be without meaning, and void.
To show our appreciation, we have held 

our subscription rate to $25 per 
increasingly-hellish annum.

Please see the form on the opposite page to 
take advantage of our sincere appreciation.
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The Taliban Took Us By Surprise! 
To the Editor: 

Why didn’t anyone predict that Tex-
as would fall to the Taliban so quickly?

The Taliban have launched draco-
nian measures in Texas to keep wom-
en in their place and armed men in 
charge. They are paying rewards to in-
formers to turn citizens in so they can 
be hauled before a judge. 

They have issued edicts drastically 
restricting voting rights, particularly 
for minorities. And, as would be ex-
pected of the Taliban, they are justi-
fying their actions on their claim to 
moral superiority based on their reli-
gious beliefs.

Will there be safe passage out of 
Texas for those loyal to the Consti-
tution, who fought to uphold voting 
rights?

The United States must take in as 
many Texas refugees as possible.

Michael Frandzel
Portsmouth, N.H.
Michael:
We’ve had Texas refugees on our mail-

ing crew, and they’ve been terrific ad-
ditions to our team. We encourage other 
New Hampshire enterprises to follow 
suit.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Why Did Sununu Go to Kentucky?
Dear Sir: 

In today’s Portsmouth Herald [Sep-
tember 7th], there was a guest column 
from Governor Sununu and Health 
and Human Services Commissioner 
(HHS) Shibinette. The column, “New 
Hampshire Leaders learned a lot 
about COVID in Kentucky,” high-
lighted some of the actions Kentucky 
has taken during their recent COVID 
surge. While I credit the Governor for 
trying to learn from others, he should 
take the time to learn from others 
right here in New Hampshire. For 
example, the article states that they 
learned that the State should “push 
therapeutics” and that “one of the best 
tools used in Kentucky was the utiliza-
tion of monoclonal antibodies.” What 
a surprise! On March 31, 2021 I sent 
a letter to the Editor of the Portsmouth 
Herald stating, “In addition to the 
overwhelming benefits of Covid-19 

vaccines, we also have available treat-
ments that can prevent high risk pa-
tients who become infected with the 
coronavirus from needing hospital-
ization and preventing death. High 
risk individuals include; all persons 65 
years of age and older, persons 55-64 
with high blood pressure, heart disease, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, 
and persons with obesity, diabetes and 
immunosuppressed individuals. While 
all high risk individuals should receive 
the vaccine as soon as possible, some 
will delay or refuse immunization. 
With ongoing Covid-19 community 
transmission still taking place in New 
Hampshire, these individuals are at 
very high risk of severe disease and 
death if they become infected with 
Covid-19. However, there are very 
effective treatments available to these 
individuals if they do test positive for 
Covid-19. The critical issue is time. 
These monoclonal antibody treat-
ments, to be effective, must be given as 
quickly as possible to those at high risk 
when they test positive, and are either 
still without symptoms or have very 
mild to moderate symptoms, such as 
fever, cough, and difficulty breathing. 
Any high risk individual who tests 
positive for Covid-19 should contact 
their healthcare provider immediate-
ly to determine if they are eligible for 
monoclonal antibody treatment and 
where they can receive it.”

The Governor did not need to go 
to Kentucky to learn this important 
information, it was publically available 
five months ago right here in New 
Hampshire. How many lives could 
have been saved if the Governor and 
his HHS Commissioner paid atten-
tion to that information? In just the 
past seven days there have been 11 
deaths due to COVID-19 in New 
Hampshire. How many of these could 
have been prevented through the ear-
ly use of monoclonal antibody treat-
ment?

On August 21st I sent the Gover-
nor a 12-point plan to help reduce the 
coming fall surge that he stated “could 
be worse than anything we have seen.” 
While I did not expect the Governor 
to accept all or any of my recommen-
dations, I also offered to provide my 

30 years of public health experience 
to assist the State in any way possible 
to control COVID. I never received 
a response or an acknowledgement 
to my letter. Yet the Governor takes 
a full staff to Kentucky to learn from 
them, exposing them to a state with a 
very high level of COVID-19. Much 
of what they learned could have been 
accomplished via a zoom conference, 
and much of what they learned was al-
ready known by folks in New Hamp-
shire. One must consider the political 
implications of such an unnecessary 
journey to Kentucky considering it is 
the home of Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
who is pushing Governor Sununu to 
run for the Senate.

Rich DiPentima, RN, MPH
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
We have long suspected that our Gov-

ernor may just be a fast-talking, two-bit 
sack of ambition masquerading as a com-
petent administrator. Sadly, your letter 
has done little to dispel our fears.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Life’s Persistent Questions
Dear Editor, 

On this 20th anniversary of 9/11, 
we remember what happened in order 
to heal, and also to learn from the ex-
perience to avoid future catastrophes. 

We’ve learned about our strength 
in unity and also the dangers of rigid 
group-mind thinking. We’ve learned 
about the limits of our power and the 
power of division. Still, we haven’t 
learned enough. We need answers to 
these questions:

Why were Saudi nationals airlift-
ed out of our country when all other 
airplanes were grounded? Did the 18 
Saudi-born terrorists have a connec-
tion to the Saudi government?

Why did Vice President Cheney 
distort our invasion of Afghanistan 
into an invasion of Iraq on spuri-
ous “Weapons of Mass Destruction” 
charges?

Why did Defense Secretary Rums-

feld redeploy military resources from 
Afghanistan to Iraq just as our com-
mandos were trying to surround Bin 
Laden in the Tora Bora mountains?

Why do Republicans blame Presi-
dent Biden for “losing Afghanistan,” 
when it was Trump who agreed in 
2020 to surrender to the Taliban?

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.
Bruce:
Our editorial policy stands f irmly 

against the use of waterboarding, stress 
positions, and psychological abuse during 
interrogations. That said, we do wish 
Democrats would be more energetic in 
pursuit of the answers to these, and many 
other persistent questions.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Puppet Politics
To the Editor: 

Those of us long enough in the 
tooth to remember black-and-white 
TV may recall Edgar Bergen and 
his top-hatted sidekick, Charlie Mc-
Carthy. Charlie may have been a 
mannequin, but he was no dummy 
when it came to whipping out snappy 
one-liners guaranteed to pull his boss 
up short. 

If only Charlie’s twenty-first centu-
ry namesake Kevin McCarthy were so 
adept! 

Unlike Charlie, Kevin’s performance 
as Minority Leader seems limited to 
echoing his Mar-a-Lago puppeteer’s 
litany of fantasies and threats. Take, for 
example, McCarthy’s wooden-headed 
diatribe threatening revenge against 
private companies that dare to cooper-
ate with the Select Committee inves-
tigating the January 6th insurrection. 
A McCarthy original? Far more like-
ly a play called in from the bench by 
America’s extortioner-in-chief. That’s 
how it works when you’re the dummy. 
No matter how unpalatable, you say 
what you’re told to say, or you wind up 

backstage stuffed into a suitcase. 
McCarthy got a taste of “getting 

stuffed” immediately following his 
criticizing the violence of the Janu-
ary 6th mob. That indiscretion earned 
him a trip to Mar-a-Lago for a good 
old-fashioned pistol whipping. Now 
repentant, he’s back in D.C. faithful-
ly channeling Trumpian crazy talk 
without editorial intervention. And, 
why wouldn’t he? With the promise 
of the Majority Leader’s gavel dan-
gled before him, McCarthy’s laser-fo-
cused compliance with every prompt 
is guaranteed. Except in Trump World 
promises don’t come with guarantees. 

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.

–=≈=–
The Council For The Catalan Republic Is 
The Vaccine Against Spanish Repression

To the Editor: 
Apart from the Covid virus, Cat-

alonia has been suffering for many 
years by another aggressive and deadly 
virus that threatens the survival, dig-
nity and development of our country, 
Catalonia, namely the repression of 
the Spanish State against the Cata-
lan national minority by means of the 
government, the judiciary, the police 
forces, the media, &c.

To immunize ourselves against this 
virus we have created a political vac-
cine: the Council for the Republic of 
Catalonia, which has representation 
from all over the Catalan territory 
in the form of Local Councils. The 
objective is to fight the virus in the 
most effective way possible through 
non-violent struggle and by means 
of large-scale civil disobedience with 
the objective of separating ourselves 
economically and politically from the 
Spanish State.

The Council for the Republic is 
faithful to the result of the referendum 
of 1st of October 2017, where the ‘yes’ 
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to independence won with 90 percent 
despite police repression. The Council 
for the Republic is the institution that 
aims to promote activities of a politi-
cal, social, cultural, and economic na-
ture aimed at the implementation and 
realization of an independent state in 
Catalonia in the form of a Republic. 
The Council has its official headquar-
ters outside Spanish territory, in the 
House of the Republic, in Waterloo, 
Belgium. In this way it can avoid being 
infected by the clutches of the Spanish 
state.

Anyone from any country can be-
come a member of the Council for 
the Republic (Consell per la República), 
you simply register to obtain the Re-
publican Digital Identity (https://con-
sellrepublica.cat). The vaccine against 
repression has already reached 98,335 
registered people. To be effective, it is 
necessary that the vaccination has a 
massive uptake thus achieving herd 
immunity, preserving the health of our 
country, and ultimately leading to the 
independence of Catalonia.

Núria Bou Torrent
Sant Cugat del Vallès
Catalonia
Núria:
Congratulations on developing a novel 

way to build support for your cause out-
side the bounds of Catalonia. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

The VFW Is Letting Grifters Promote
a Traitor for Profit

Dear Editor: 
I fear for my country. The cause of 

my anxiety is the judgment that our 
nation has regressed beyond the point 
of no return. A number of events have 
led to that conclusion, chief among 
them, America’s acceptance of Don-
ald Trump’s neutralizing our collective 
ability to determine right from wrong.

Presently available (thru American 

Mint), for just $99, is the MAGA 
Movement Commemorative Coin 
Set. To quote from the ad I saw in 
the August 2021 issue of the VFW 
Magazine (I’ll get back to that): “From 
visionary economic initiatives, to his 
strong stance and decisive actions 
to protect our nation against harm, 
President Trump has proven that his 
commitment to putting America first 
was just what the nation needed. As 
President, he showed little patience 
for the status quo that has crippled 
Washington politics for decades and 
has taken the bold steps necessary to 
put America back on top as the most 
respected nation in the world.”

That’s simply untrue. The 45th 
President betrayed the nation and the 
people he took an oath to protect. He 
tweeted, he watched FOX News, and 
he golfed. He used his power to spread 
lies and disinformation and poison 
our politics. He pandered to dictators, 
alienated our allies, and encouraged 
and emboldened white suprema-
cists. On top of all that, throughout 
his last year in office, he downplayed 
and actually worsened the global pan-
demic costing tens of thousands of 
Americans their lives. He was twice 
impeached by the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. The Republican Party (in 
the face of overwhelming evidence) 
twice revealed its cowardice and com-
plicity by acquitting him.

We have always defined the Unit-
ed States as a nation of laws and the 
incontrovertible premise that no one 
is above those laws. Donald Trump 
and the GOP have, over and over and 
over again, proven that doctrine—an 
illusion.

Donald Trump obstructed Con-
gress, violated his oath of office, be-
trayed the public trust, undermined 
the Constitution, disregarded the rules 
of law and abused the power of the 
presidency on occasions too numer-

ous to list (including asking the presi-
dent of a foreign power to investigate 
a political opponent). As if that isn’t 
enough, to insure history records and 
reviles the presidency of this consum-
mate liar and conman (and I truly be-
lieve history will confirm this exactly), 
days before leaving office he incited a 
deadly attack on our Capitol in a last 
ditch effort to overturn a free and fair 
election he lost.

That the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
organization (of which I am a Life 
Member and have been for decades) 
would agree to carry an ad glorify-
ing such a man (in my opinion as a 
career veteran who served in a war 
zone—Vietnam) is inappropriate and 
discredits VFW members and all vet-
erans who have served honorably.

I fear for our country. I fear that our 
people no longer hold inviolate the 
principle that truth matters and that 
our nation cannot long survive a di-
vided, disconnected and disengaged 
society.

David L. Snell
Franklin, N.C.
David:
“The Trads”—a term used by members 

of Vietnam Veterans of America to refer to 
the VFW, American Legion, and DAV—
have always leaned towards the right of 
the political spectrum. This, though, is be-
yond the pale. 

What can one expect, though, in a na-
tion where so many Army posts are still 
named after traitors who fought against 
the Union?

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Best Jobs in Portsmouth
To the Editor:

In the September 2021 issue of 
Business New Hampshire Magazine, 
a list of the “25 Best Companies to 
Work For” was published, and four 
companies based in Portsmouth were 
on that list. At a time when every-
one seems to be hiring, it is useful for 
job-seekers looking for a good job, to 
know where those companies are that 

are considered the best to work for. 
Congratulations to all of the Ports-
mouth companies on the list, and I 
wish them many high-quality job ap-
plicants, that they should continue to 
treat well in the future.

Here is the list of the companies:
Novocure: a global company de-

veloping and commercializing cancer 
therapies.

Bangor Savings Bank: branches in 
Maine and New Hampshire; business 
offices in Maine, New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts.

Loftware: a global provider of en-
terprise labeling and artwork manage-
ment software.

Impax Asset Management (listed as 
a Hall of Fame winner): specializing in 
socially responsible investing.

Rep. Peter Somssich, Ward 3
Portsmouth, N.H.
Peter:
Thanks for writing, but you’ll never be 

able to lure us away from the best job in 
the world.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Are We A Nation Or A Mob?
Dear Sir: 

In response to President Biden’s 
mandate that all businesses employ-
ing more than 100 people to require 
COVID-19 vaccination or week-
ly COVID-19 testing, Republican 
Governors are planning to sue the 
administration “to protect Americans 
and their liberties.” These are some of 
the same Governors that order man-
datory evacuations of your home and 
business during a hurricane, order 
children to get vaccinated to attend 
schools, order women to undergo in-
vasive medical exams for reproductive 
services, prohibit people from getting 
food and water while waiting in line to 
vote, passing laws making voting more 
difficult for minority populations, pro-
hibit the teaching of historical facts in 
public schools, oppose marriage equal-
ity, and so many more policies that do 
not “protect Americsns and their liber-
ties.” The Republican approach to pro-
tecting Americans and their liberties is 
very selective and solely based on their 
ideological biases.

Whether Republicans want to be-

lieve it or not, we are in the midst of an 
all-out war. The enemy is not a nation 
state or even a terrorist organization, 
but a stealth virus that has invaded our 
homeland and has established beach-
heads in every state. The front lines of 
this war are not some place overseas far 
from the civilian population, but here 
in every community. The force fight-
ing this enemy is not a military power, 
but everyone of us, and we are all the 
potential casualties of this war. In fact, 
to date the enemy has killed 650,000 
Americans, including 1,439 New 
Hampshire residents, and “wound-
ed” 40 million Americans including 
111,000 New Hampshire residents 
in less than two years. No war in our 
history has inflicted as many casualties 
as has the war with COVID-19. Yet 
Republicans are more worried about 
“protecting Americans and their lib-
erties” than fighting the enemy?

When America is in an all-out war 
such as WW II, the government in-
stituted very strict controls and lim-
itations on its population’s liberties in 
order to protect the nation and save 
American lives. During WW II there 
was rationing of many goods, black-
outs, curfews, mandatory conscrip-
tion, taking over of businesses, price 
controls, and many more limits on our 
traditional freedoms. Unlike many 
Americans today who defy voluntary 
vaccination and mask wearing because 
it violates their liberties, during WW 
II the “greatest generation” accepted 
the limits put on their freedoms be-
cause they realized it was for the great-
er good, and that protection of the 
nation and the people during a deadly 
conflict was more important than their 
individual rights. The Governors did 
not complain about America becom-
ing a “nanny state” or sue the govern-
ment to “protect Americans and their 
liberties.” Of course not, they were pa-
triots and realized what was at stake by 
failing to act boldly with courage and 
determination.

As a people we have fallen a long 
way down from the “greatest gener-
ation,” a generation who understood 
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from page five

Never Again

sacrifice and enduring personal 
hardship and loss of some individ-
ual rights, because they knew what 
was necessary to secure a better fu-
ture for their children and their chil-
dren’s children. They realized that 
personal freedom came with indi-
vidual responsibility to the nation 
and to one another. If they were told 
by the President to get a vaccination 
and to wear a mask they would do so 
without hesitation, because they un-
derstood they were all part of a com-
munity and a nation, not 300 million 
individuals simply occupying the 
same land with no commitment or 
responsibility to one another. That is 
not a nation, that is a mob.

Rich DiPentima, LTC, USAF, Ret.
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
To gain political advantage, Repub-

licans poisoned public discourse with 

their “every man for himself ” ideology. 
We see the results all around us.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Behind the Curtain
To the Editor:

America is (allegedly) a dem-
ocratic republic, so if you’re a bil-
lionaire wishing to pull the levers 
of government, you must first con 
millions of main-street voters into 
electing malleable candidates willing 
to do your bidding. 

Unfortunately, convincing folks to 
forsake their best interests in favor 
of yours can be expensive. To keep 
the gravy train rolling, you’ll need 
to fund think tanks, feed the right-
wing media, hire lobbyists, weapon-
ize your philanthropic giving, and 
make private payoffs to people you 

don’t even like. 
Little wonder members of the 

wealthy 0.1-percent club whine 
about paying income tax. After all, 
isn’t the massive investment needed 
to maintain minority rule just an-
other form of taxation? 

Clearly Donald Trump, Pillow 
Guy, and the Republicans in Con-
gress understand just how wasteful 
the façade of staging a fair election 
really is. And, they have a point! 
Given the reality-bending influence 
of psyops propaganda, conspiracy 
mongering, gerrymandering, voter 
suppression, and outright lying, who 
can be sure any election result truly 
reflects the will of the people? 

So, it’s only right that we applaud 
Donald Trump for using the 2020 

election as a platform to scuttle the 
electoral process. With help from 
the Congress and a basketful of his 
ruddiest supporters, he simply de-
nied the vote count, declared victory, 
and hosted a violent insurrection to 
back it up. 

But wait, there’s more! Don’t for-
get those rioters were expressly mo-
tivated to hunt down Mike Pence 
and Nancy Pelosi, the two public of-
ficials next in line for the presidency. 
Had harm befallen either, we know 
the outcome. 

Thankfully, it didn’t happen and 
now we’ve entered a quieter phase 
of the electoral cycle. Still, it’s no 
time for complacency because this 
is when obscure political operatives 
seclude themselves behind closed 
doors to fashion jigsaw-shaped re-

districting plans and implement 
draconian polling restrictions—all 
with the goal of making voting 
more trouble than it’s worth. The 
League of Women Voters is hot on 
their case, but perhaps the rest of us 
should be, too. 

Meanwhile, the captains and 
kings continue sipping martinis in 
comfort knowing at least for now, all 
the important decisions are already 
made.

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
For the forseeable future, Republi-

bans are always gonna be Republibans. 
There’s no point in waiting for them to 
reform themselves. 

We just wish the Democrats would 
quit showing up at gunfights armed 
nothing but platitudes about biparti-
sanship.

The Editor
–=≈=–

by Paul Nichols

Samrawit Silva’s powerfully im-
passioned letter in the Concord 

Monitor of September 6th describes 
the ongoing slaughter of citizens, 
including some of her family mem-
bers, by government forces in Ethi-
opia. She ends the piece with refer-
ences to the phrase, “Never Again.” 
But never again is happening again, 
this time in her home country!

History matters. History repeats 
itself, though maybe not exactly in 
the same way nor in the same place. 
And the never again refrain is a his-
toric expression possibly first coined 
as World War I ended. That war was 
famously called “The war to end all 
wars”—in other words, never again.

During the WW II years, Hitler’s 
Nazi forces exterminated 6 million 
European Jews before the genocide 
ended when Germany surrendered 
in May 1945. “Never Again” became 
a common phrase from Holocaust 
survivors and their families in their 
tireless efforts to seek justice and 

worldwide recognition of the atroc-
ities committed.

With the 1960’s came dramatical-
ly different times and a guerilla-type 
war in Southeast Asia. Just out of 
high school, I became enthralled 
by “The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan” 
album released in May 1963, es-
pecially the song “Masters of War.” 
The following January, Dylan’s “The 
Times They Are A-Changin’” al-
bum hit the record stands. His song 
“With God on Our Side” was one 
of many extraordinary songs on the 
album that were very awe-inspiring 
to me.

Strong patriotic beliefs, naive faith 
in our nation’s leaders, and orders 
from very active draft boards per-
suaded tens of thousands of Amer-
ica’s youth into military units, then 
on to a senseless decade-long war in 
Vietnam. The war waged by Dem-
ocratic and Republican presidents 
spawned untold death and destruc-
tion on all sides. Divisiveness ran 
deep throughout our country. 

“Never Again” became a common 

slogan during and after the war in 
Vietnam, having dual meanings: 
Never again invade and attempt 
nation-building in another country 
that has done nothing detrimental 
to ours; never again will returning 
troops be disgracefully mistreated or 
be shown total indifference.

There have been no compari-
sons to the Holocaust, however 
more recent genocidal massacres 
have since taken place in the killing 
fields of Cambodia under Pol Pot 
and the Khmer Rouge, in Rwanda, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iraq, Syria 
and elsewhere. These horrors have 
brought on expressions of never 
again.

Hawks in President Reagan’s 
administration did their best at 
promoting war in El Salvador and 
Nicaragua during the mid-1980s. 
Scandals and never again protests 
helped avoid U.S. invasions and 
nation-building attempts of those 
Central American countries.

Following the horrific, unthink-
able 9/11/2001 terrorist attacks in 

the U.S., President 
Bush ordered the in-
vasion of Afghani-
stan called Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 
The country’s Taliban 
leaders protected Osa-
ma bin Laden, Saudi 
leader of the al-Qaeda 
militant group. Soon 
afterwards bin Laden fled from 
hiding in Afghanistan across moun-
tains into Pakistan, where he was 
killed by U.S. forces in 2011 under 
the Obama administration. But that 
was only the half-way point of the 
20-year war, which ended August 
30, 2021. A Taliban maxim, “You 
have the watches, we have the time” 
proved that nation-building by 
Western countries had failed again.

There’s a saying, “never say never.” 
Evidently, President Bush adhered 
to this approach as he ordered an 
invasion of Iraq in 2003. Based on 
fictitious rationale, this war caused 
death and destruction across the 
country until 2011, when the last 

U.S. combat troops 
withdrew. Iraq contin-
ues be in turmoil.

Some may say that 
those old Dylan songs 
are outdated. Not re-
ally! Never again has 
become an almost uni-
versal phrase denoting 
various tragedies, in-

cluding senseless mass murders at 
schools, theaters, churches, etc. by 
mentally deranged or vicious people 
with guns designed for war. Never 
again reruns occur again and again.

Currently, Congressional investi-
gations are ongoing to sort out the 
January 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. 
Capital by domestic terrorists loyal 
to Donald Trump. After four years 
of continuous lies and abhorrent 
policies from the former president, 
I emphatically say, Never Again.

–=≈=–
Paul Nichols is a former Marine 

and a retired Agricultural Extension 
Agent. He lives in Loudon.

–=≈=–
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Sanitizing American History

How About an Award for Sleaziest Corporate Profiteering?

by W.D. Ehrhart

In September 1814, as Francis Scott Key 
stood on the deck of a British warship 

watching the bombardment of Fort McHenry, 
he was inspired to write a poem that eventu-
ally became the “Star-Spangled Banner.” We 
hear that song a lot these days: at every foot-
ball game from middle school to the NFL; 
at NASCAR races and hockey games and 
commencement ceremonies, and, well, at just 
about any public event that attracts more than 
three Americans.

I wonder how many of my fellow citizens 
know that Key’s original poem contains not 
just the stanza we sing, but three additional 
stanzas, one of which goes like this:

And where is that band who so vauntingly 
swore,

That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion
A home and a Country should leave us no 

more?
Their blood has wash’d out their foul footstep’s 

pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave
From the terror of flight or the gloom of the 

grave,
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth 

wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the 

brave.

In case you’re not quite up on U.S. histo-
ry, that bit in there about nothing saving “the 
hireling and the slave” from “flight” and “the 
grave” is Key’s way of rebuking the British for 
granting freedom to any enslaved African 

American who escaped to the British side. 
Like so many Americans before and since, Key 
was certain that “the land of the free” was and 
is only for white people.

Then there’s our Statue of Liberty, that 
beacon of hope, that icon of freedom. What 
schoolchild doesn’t learn Emma Lazarus’s fa-
mous words:

 Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me[.]

It is the essence of who we are, the best of 
what we are.

But a contemporary of Lazarus, Thomas 
Bailey Aldrich, penned a poem called “Un-
guarded Gates” in which he described “Lib-
erty” as a “white Goddess,” and warned that 
the nation was being overrun by “a wild motley 
throng” bringing “unknown gods and rites,” 
“strange tongues,” “accents of menace,” “come 
to waste the gift of freedom.” The poem ran in 
an 1892 issue of The Atlantic Monthly, then one 
of the most popular and influential journals in 
the country.

Another one of my favorite examples of 
American Exceptional Myopia is Woody 
Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your Land.” We don’t 
hear this one nearly as often as the “Star-Span-
gled Banner,” but we always hear it at events 
that want to celebrate how wonderful all we 
Americans are and what a wonderful country 
we live in.

Except that when we sing that song, written 
in the midst of the Great Depression, there’s 
always a few stanzas we never sing. Indeed, if 

you even want to find them, you have to Goo-
gle “original lyrics;” otherwise you get the sani-
tized version that doesn’t include these stanzas:

As I went walking I saw a sign there,
And on the sign it said “No Trespassing.”
But on the other side it didn’t say nothing.
That side was made for you and me.

In the shadow of the steeple I saw my people,
By the relief office I seen my people;
As they stood there hungry, I stood there asking
Is this land made for you and me?

Then there’s the memorial we erected to 
honor Martin Luther King, Jr. It contains 
fourteen different inspirational quotes from 
his various speeches. It’s even got one from 
February 1967 that says: “I oppose the war 
in Vietnam because I love America.” But the 
designers didn’t include this one from just a 
few months later: “[T]he greatest purveyor of 
violence in the world today: my own govern-
ment.”

Too little time has passed since 9/11 to see 
how more recent events are going to be sani-
tized for public consumption, though the con-
tinued almost uniformly accepted fiction that 
Americans died in Iraq and Afghanistan de-
fending this nation and our freedoms does not 
bode well, nor does the number of so-called 
responsible voices in government and media 
who describe the January 6th insurrectionists 
as “normal tourists,” “peaceful protesters,” and 
“true patriots.”

Meanwhile, I’ll leave you to ponder a few of 
our misquoted heroes like Patrick Henry, who 
famously said, “Give me liberty or give me 

death.” Okay, it’s not really a misquote, but no 
one ever seems to mention that when he said, 
“Give me liberty,” he really meant: me; Patrick 
Henry. Never mind my 67 slaves. No liber-
ty for them. It’s all about me. (There’s even a 
widely used high school U.S. history textbook 
titled Give Me Liberty.)

Here’s a good one: Ken Burns and Lynn 
Novick begin their 18-hour documenta-
ry “The Vietnam War” by asserting that 
the war was “begun in good faith by decent 
people.” Well, okay, Burns and Novick aren’t 
really what most of us would call American 
heroes—yet—but “good faith” and “decent 
people” don’t really apply to men who actively 
courted and supported Ho Chi Minh during 
World War II only to turn their backs on him 
when the war was over; men who refused to 
allow elections in 1956 because they knew Ho 
would win any free and fair election by a land-
slide; men who said Asian boys should fight 
Asian wars, and then sent 3,000,000 Ameri-
can boys to fight in Vietnam (58,000 of whom 
came home dead).

Then there’s the frequently misquoted 
Union General and later U.S. Senator Carl 
Schurz—this is one of my favorites—who did 
not say, “My country, right or wrong.” What he 
said was, “My country, right or wrong; if right, 
to be kept right; and if wrong, to be set right.”

And there’s a lot to be set right in this coun-
try, so we’d better get to it.

–=≈=–
Ex-Marine Sergeant W.D. Ehrhart holds a PhD 
from the University of Wales at Swansea, and 
spent many years as a Master Teacher of History 
& English at the Haverford School for Boys.

–=≈=–

by Jim Hightower

We’ve got the Academy 
Awards, the Emmy’s, and 

GRAMMYs… but what should we 
call the award for the most extraor-
dinary performance by a corporate 
profiteer? How about the “Sleazy,” 
with winners getting a solid gold 
sculpture of a middle finger? There 
were so many worthy contenders, 
but one corporation exhibited un-
common callousness, so the 2021 

Sleazy goes to…Tyson Foods! 
The meatpacking giant has reg-

ularly run roughshod over work-
ers, farmers, communities, and the 
environment—not to mention 
the millions of animals it fattens 
and slaughters. But the coronavi-
rus pulled out the worst in Tyson’s 
corporate ethic. Last April, its bil-
lionaire chair, John Tyson, ranted 
that health officials who were clos-
ing-down several of his slaughter-
houses that had become hotbeds 

of contagion were creating another 
crisis: A national meat shortage!

Responding instantly, our cor-
porate-compassionate, burg-
er-gobbling president decreed that 
meatpacking plants were crucial to 
America’s national security and must 
be kept open at all cost. Trump’s 
edict required workers to return to 
their jobs or be fired. Only there 
was no meat shortage. Not only did 
Americans have an excess of cheese-
burgers, pork chops, and chicken 

nuggets, but Tyson and other giants 
actually increased their meat exports to 
China last year. Meanwhile, Covid 
rampaged through Tyson’s factories. 
In its Waterloo, Iowa facility alone, 
a third of the processing workers—
low wage, mostly people of color—
were infected. At least six died.

Which brings us to the corporate 
play that cinched this year’s Sleazy 
for Tyson. Waterloo slaughterhouse 
supervisors actually knew that the 
back-to-work order would sicken 

hundreds, but not exactly how many. 
So, managers organized a winner-
take-all betting pool on the percent 
of employees who would test posi-
tive. “It was simply something fun,” 
said one—“kind of a morale boost.”

The virus infected more than a 
third of 2,800 workers in the plant. 
Some fun huh?

–=≈=–
Copyright 2021 by Jim Hightower & 
Associates. See JimHightower.com) for 
more information.
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2016—Two days before Jim Comey 
says the Clinton email investigation’s 
been re-opened, Giuliani says, “We’ve 
got a couple things up our sleeve that 
should turn this thing around.”
2001—The CIA invasion of Afghani-
stan begins: six or eight spooks in a So-
viet Mi-17 helicopter, toting 66 lbs of 
$100s in three cardboard boxes [$3M].
1983—Lieutenant Colonel Stanislav 
Petrov disregards Red Army comput-
ers showing attacking American nu-
clear missiles. For thus averting World 
War III, Col. Petrov is reprimanded. 
1955—As Franco visits Barcelo-
na, Quico Sabaté roams the city in a 
cab, distributing anti-regime leaflets 
through the sun-roof with a mortar.
1950—A U.S. Navy minesweeper 
begins a six-day mission two miles up-
wind of San Francisco: spraying live 
bacteria into the air. It’s a great success; 
at least 800K citizens get a heavy dose.
1945—Mistaking him for a French 
officer, Viet Minh in Saigon kill OSS 
Lieut. Col. Peter Dewey. Days before 
he had filed a report saying the U.S. 
“ought to clear out of Southeast Asia.”
1918—The Battle of the Meuse-Ar-
gonne begins, the last great battle of 
the War to End All Wars. 
1908—Józef Piłsudski, Poland’s fu-
ture Chief of State, loots a Russian 
mail train to fund a revolution.
1901—Lincoln’s body is viewed be-
fore being covered with two tons of 
concrete. Among 23 present is Fleet-
wood Linley, 13, who lives until 1963.

2018—Brett Kavanaugh whines, 
weeps, and shouts while badgering the 
Senate Judiciary Committee.
2002—Donald Rumsfeld says a pho-
ny link between al-Qaeda and Iraq is 
“accurate and not debatable.”
2000—Frank Wills, the guard who 
discovered the Watergate burglary, 
dies at 52, of a brain tumor, in poverty.
1994—On the Capitol steps, 350 
GOP candidates led by Newt Ging-
rich take out a Contract on America. 
1989—To show kids there are more 
constructive things to do than take 
drugs, Jeffrey Petkovitch and Peter 
DeBernardi climb into a barrel and go 
over Niagara’s Horseshoe Falls.
1986—The United Way of Cleveland 
holds a fundraiser, releasing 1,429,643 
helium balloons. Rain and a cold front 
bring them down, where they clog the 
harbor, halt a Coast Guard search, 
close an airport, and spook horses.
1964—Ex-CIA boss A. Dulles & the 
Warren Commission report that L.H. 
Oswald, acting alone, killed JFK.
1944—A group of 35 U.S. B-24s, iso-
lated over Germany by a navigational 
error, are jumped by 100 enemy fight-
ers; only four survive.
1864—William T. “Bloody Bill” An-
derson and his 80 guerillas, including 
Jesse James, massacre 150 Union sol-
diers in Centralia, Mo. 
1854—Holed in a collision off New-
foundland, the S.S. Arctic sinks. The 
crew commandeer the lifeboats, leav-
ing 300 passengers to drown.

2014—Future President D.J. Trump 
tweets, “Every time I speak of the hat-
ers and losers I do so with great love 
and affection. They cannot help the 
fact that they were born fucked up!”
2001—To avoid further scorn in these 
pages, Fleet Bank removes its 18-foot 
tall green, illuminated sign from the 
middle of Pleasant Street’s sidewalk.
1964—U.C. Berkeley students pro-
test free speech restrictions.
1960—Ted Williams takes the plate 
at Fenway for his last at bat and hits his 
521st home run.
1919—Ten thousand rioting whites 
storm the Omaha courthouse, drag 
out Will Brown, a Black man, and 
lynch him. Henry Fonda, 14, observes 
with horror from his father’s printing 
plant across the street. 
1918—In Philadelphia, Pa., 200,000 
people gather to watch a Liberty Bond 
parade—and spread influenza. In 
weeks it kills 12,000 of them.
1891—In New York, 72 year-old 
Herman Melville dies in obscurity.
1868—Knights of the White Camelia 
massacre between 25 and a few hun-
dred Blacks in Opelousas, Miss. 
1859—Fifty loggers, farmers, and 
laborers, irate over the damage it 
causes, try but fail to destroy the dam 
controlling the outflow of Lake Win-
nipesaukee. Later they’re crushed in 
court by Boston-based capitalists.
1778—U.S.S. Raleigh runs aground 
and is captured in Penobscot Bay after 
battling with two British ships. 

2008—The Dow drops 777 points.
2006—Anti child-porn crusader 
Rep. Mark Foley (R-Fla.) resigns after 
his lurid e-mails to young males leak.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush claims 
Iraq has WMDs, al-Qaeda terrorists, 
and a nuke coming soon.
1980—The Washington Post publishes 
Janet Cook’s Pulitzer-winning story 
about a fictional eight year-old junkie.
1976—The Hyde Amendment gives 
Congress the power to make medical 
decisions for women. 
1972—A short, bearded man in 
sneakers spontaneously grabs ex-Sec. 
of Defense Robert Strange Mc-
Namara and tries to throw him off the 
ferry into Vineyard Sound. 
1969—The U.S. Army drops murder 
charges against Special Forces Col. 
Robert Rheault—the CIA won’t let 
its agents testify. “Terminate with 
extreme prejudice” enters the lexicon.
1957—A Soviet nuclear fuel plant 
blows up near Kyshtym, killing hun-
dreds and spewing more radiation 
than anything until Chernobyl. The 
CIA suppresses the news to protect 
the U.S. nuke industry.
1913—Rudolph Diesel, inventor of 
the eponymous engine, disappears 
from the steamer Dresden: a suicide, a 
murder victim, or an abscondee.
1862—Jefferson C. Davis [the Union 
General, not the rebel President] 
shoots Union General William “Bull” 
Nelson dead. Never charged, Davis 
goes back to fighting Rebels.

2016—N.H.’s Attorney General 
reports that ex-Rep. Kyle Tasker 
[R-Nottingham] sold pot to five other 
State Reps. for medicinal purposes.
2011—U.S. citizen Anwar al-Awlaki 
is smote by a drone in Yemen. Trial? 
We don’t need no stinkin’ trial!
1998—The GAO reports that Ken 
Starr had spent $40 million in a failed 
effort to nail Bill Clinton.
1962—César Chávez founds what 
becomes the United Farm Workers.
1956—Drunk-flying a stolen Cess-
na, Thomas Fitzpatrick lands on St. 
Nicholas St. in Manhattan, taxis to 
Joe’s on the corner, and orders a beer.
1954—U.S.S. Nautilus, the first 
atomic-powered ship, is launched.
1938—Thanks to the Munich Agree-
ment, peace in Europe is assured.
1919—A white man dies in a shootout 
in Elaine, Ark. Over the next three 
days, 240 Blacks and five whites die in 
the U.S.’s worst single racial conflict.
1864—Black Union soldiers capture 
Confederate entrenchments at battle 
of New Market Heights.
1847—Dr. Valorous P. Coolidge, of 
Waterville, Me., autopsies Edward 
Mathews—superfluously, since he 
had just poisoned the deceased, then 
struck him on the head to disguise the 
cause of death. He is later hanged.
1630—John Billington becomes the 
first Pilgrim hanged for murder.
1542—Johannes Gutenberg publish-
es The Bible. No royalties for the pre-
sumed author.

2013—In the name of fiscal discipline, 
Republicans shut down the govern-
ment. Cost to the economy: $24 billion.
2003—With Governor Benson’s bless-
ing, Free Staters choose New Hamp-
shire as their libertarian paradise.
2002—Northern Command is estab-
lished to “Defend America’s Home-
land”—posse comitatus be damned.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush claims 
he hasn’t “made up his mind we’re go-
ing to war with Iraq.”
1999—Dow 36,000 is published. In 
real life the Dow peaks months later 
at 11,722, then loses 37% of its value.
1993—Caving under pressure, the 
IRS grants tax-free status to the 
“Church” of Scientology.
1973—Despite many failures to meet 
service requirements, George W.[MD] 
Bush is discharged honorably from the 
Texas Air National Guard.
1964—Campus cops at U.C. Berke-
ley arrest Jack Weinberg; big mistake. 
The Free Speech Movement ensues.
1952—The first issue of Mad is un-
leashed on an unsuspecting world.
1917—Arabs led by T.E. Lawrence 
capture Damascus.
1910—A botched dynamiting badly 
damages the HQ of the virulently an-
ti-union Los Angeles Times. A burst gas 
main finishes the job; 21 die.
1903—Fred Van Wormer’s autopsy is 
halted because he’s breathing. Taken 
back to Sing Sing’s electric chair, he is 
found to have died. He is electrocuted 
again anyway, just for good measure.

2003—Survey chief David Kay re-
ports that his three-month, $300 
million search for Saddam Hussein’s 
WMD has turned up squat.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush calls 
Iraq “a threat of unique urgency,” be-
cause of its WMDs.
1990—Three Texans in a Cessna 
come within 30 feet of clearing Mt. 
Washington. Their bodies are brought 
down on the Cog Railway.
1980—Senior members of the Rea-
gan campaign team meet in D.C. with 
a representative of the Ayatollah, who 
offers to release U.S. hostages.
1980—Michael Myers (D-Pa.) be-
comes the first Rep. expelled in 120 
years, for bribe-taking and conspiracy. 
Why only him? Who knows. 
1978—With the Yankees and Red 
Sox tied for the season, a playoff game 
is held; it’s decided by a three-run ho-
mer hit by New York’s Bucky F. Dent.
1967—Thurgood Marshall becomes 
the first Black Supreme Court Justice.
1965—In Natchez, Miss., 500 people 
are sent without trial to the Parchman 
Penitentiary for protesting the denial 
of their right to register to vote.
1941—On Malta, Major-General 
Clifford Thomason Beckett of the 
Royal Artillery tells Major H.S. Fowle 
he is “not fit to command anything.”
1919—Woodrow Wilson has a stroke; 
the U.S. gets a woman president.
1918—In the Argonne, the Lost 
Battalion gets cut off behind German 
lines; in a week, ⅔ are KIA or WIA.

2009—Combat Outpost Keating, in 
Nuristan, badly-sited and scheduled 
for abandonment, is mostly overrun by 
Taliban fighters who capture weapons 
and ammunition, leaving eight Amer-
icans dead and 27 wounded.
2006—Republicans in Congress try 
to “roll over” $20 million set aside for a 
celebration of victory in Iraq.
2003—The National Enquirer reports 
that Rush Limbaugh is being investi-
gated for illegally procuring prescrip-
tion opioids.
1993—Berlin, N.H. native Michael 
Durant’s helicopter is one of two shot 
down in the First Battle of Mogadi-
shu. Durant, played by Ron Eldard in 
Black Hawk Down, survives.
1986—A fire breaks out aboard the 
Soviet missile sub K-219. The Com-
mies blame an alleged collision with 
the U.S.S. Augusta. The Pentagon 
blames sloppy  Commie  work  habits.
1980—Moral Majority co-founder 
and U.S. Rep. Bob Bauman (R-Md.) 
is charged with making sexual solici-
tations to an under-aged boy.
1973—Donald Segretti testifies be-
fore the Senate about dirty tricks he 
used to get Nixon re-elected.
1968—George Wallace’s running 
mate, ex-Strategic Air Command 
General Curtis LeMay, says he’s not 
afraid to drop nukes on Vietnam, but 
doesn’t think that will be necessary.
1955—CIA HQ gets a cable from the 
Caracas Station: a former SS trooper 
says Hitler is alive in Argentina.

2017—America learns the hard way 
it has 800 troops in Niger: four Green 
Berets are killed in an ambush.
2004—SpaceShipOne, Burt Rutan’s 
tourist rocket, makes it to space a sec-
ond time, winning the Ansari X Prize.
2002—Knight-Ridder: “The White 
House and the Pentagon…are pres-
suring intelligence analysts to high-
light information that supports Bush’s 
Iraq policy.” One paper runs the story.
2001—George W.[MD] Bush orders 
the NSA to spy on Americans without 
getting warrants, i.e., illegally.
1986—Dan Rather is attacked on the 
streets of New York by two men yell-
ing, “What’s the frequency, Ken?”
1971—Pres. Nguyen Van Thieu, un-
opposed, is reelected. He says it’s “an 
achievement for democracy” in ’Nam. 
1958—At 12:45 a.m., Thomas “Fitz” 
Fitzpatrick wins a bar bet by landing 
a “borrowed” Cessna on Amsterdam 
Ave. and 187th St in Manhattan, just 
as he had done two years earlier.
1957—Two bombs wound 13 GIs in 
Saigon—the first announced U.S. ca-
sualties in Vietnam.
1936—Two thousand British fascists 
try marching through largely-Jewish 
Stepney; 20,000 anti-fascists explain 
to them why that’s a bad idea.
1918—The world’s largest munitions 
factory explodes in South Amboy, 
N.J., killing 80. Thousands more are 
made homeless and are left exposed to 
the elements. Many catch influenza; 
300 of them die from it.

2017—The Senate confirms a new 
Ambassador to the Czech Republic: 
ex-Wisconsin GOP chair Steve King. 
In 1972, on orders from her husband, 
CREEP chair John Mitchell, King 
tore Martha Mitchell’s phone from 
the wall and restrained her as she was 
forcibly injected with tranquilizers to 
keep her from talking to the press.
2010—“Fox and Friends” reports that 
Los Angeles has bought $1 billion 
worth of jet packs for its Police and 
Fire Departments. They cribbed the 
story from the Weekly World News.
2003—Timothy Treadwell and girl-
friend Amie Huguenard discover the 
hard way that the grizzly bears they’ve 
been associating with in Alaska are 
not vegetarians.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush tells 
N.H. Guardsmen that Saddam could 
inflict “massive and sudden horror” on 
the U.S. It’s not true.
2001—Robert Stevens, photo editor 
of the supermarket tabloid The Sun, 
dies of anthrax. The terrorist who in-
fected him remains at large.
1988—In a Vice-Presidential debate, 
Lloyd Bbentsen informs Dan Quayle 
he’s “no Jack Kennedy.”
1986—Nicaraguans shoot down a 
U.S. plane illegally supplying Contras 
with arms bought with the proceeds of 
illegal U.S. arms sales to Iran.
1971—Prescient advisor Pat Buchan-
an tells statesman Richard Nixon, “If 
we tear the country in half, we can pick 
up the bigger half.” They do. It works.

2004—The top U.S. arms inspector in 
Iraq says there is no evidence Saddam 
Hussein had tried to manufacture any 
WMDs after 1991.
1976—Cubana Flight 455 is bombed 
over Barbados, killing 73. Miami resi-
dent Luis Posada Carriles is wanted in 
Cuba and Venezuela for the crime, but 
the U.S. won’t extradite him.
1970—The replacement statue of a 
cop in Chicago’s Haymarket Square 
is blown to bits by the Weathermen.
1969—The statue of a cop in Chica-
go’s Haymarket Square is blown to 
bits by the Weathermen.
1961—President Kennedy recom-
mends that, in case of nuclear war, 
American families get ready to live for 
a while in holes in the ground.
1927—Lawyer-turned bootlegger 
George Remus shoots his wife dead in 
front of witnesses in a Cincinnati park 
(she had an affair with a revenue agent 
and stole all his money). Defending 
himself, he’s acquitted on grounds of 
temporary insanity. Prosecutors try 
to have him committed, since he’s in-
sane, but he cites their witnesses, who 
said he was sane, and goes free.
1856—Portsmouth celebrates the 
centennial of the founding of The New 
Hampshire Gazette. Extra trains bring 
visitors from around New England 
and beyond for a parade, a regatta, and 
a banquet featuring many speeches.
1536—William Tyndale is strangled 
and burned for printing a Bible in En-
glish so people could read it. 

2020—The nation is mesmerized 
during the Vice Presidential debate, as 
a fly takes a stroll on Mike Pence’s hair.
2016—The Washington Post releases 
a videotape on which the GOP Pres-
idential candidate brags about grab-
bing women by their genitals. Hours 
later hacked emails of his opponent’s 
campaign chairman are released.
2011—On her 62nd birthday, Wal-
Mart heir Alice Walton gets her 2nd 
DWI; but no charges were filed. The 
second wealthiest woman on Earth, 
she killed a woman in a 1989 car 
wreck; but no charges were filed.
2004—George W.[MD] Bush and 
Dick “Dick” Cheney do the bait-and-
switch: so what if Saddam didn’t have 
WMDs—he cheated on oil-for-food.
2001—“Operation Enduring Free-
dom” begins. George W.[MD] Bush 
writes his Poppy, “I feel no sense of the 
so-called heavy burden of the office.”
1996—Fox News begins broadcasting 
mass quantities of insidious swill.
1985—Attorney General Ed “Meese 
is a Pig” Meese explains that “Mi-
randa only helps guilty defendants,” 
because “if a person is innocent of a 
crime, then he is not a suspect.”
1980—Rep. John Jenrette, Jr. [D-S.C.] 
is convicted of conspiracy and bribery.
1756—Daniel Fowle and enslaved 
pressman Primus X begin printing 
The New Hampshire Gazette in Ports-
mouth. It achieves national seniority 
in 1839 when the Maryland Gazette 
[founded 1727] folds.

2004—American warplanes miss 
Abu Musab al Zarqawi but kill 13 
people at a wedding instead.
1991—Speaker of the House Tom 
Foley [D-Wash.] announces that the 
House’s sergeant-at-arms will no lon-
ger fix traffic tickets for Members.
1985—Dining at the White House, 
President Reagan “praises incessant-
ly” his guest’s most recent work of art: 
Rambo: First Blood, Part II.
1974—The Franklin National Bank 
collapses, undermined by Mafioso 
Michele Sindona, a close buddy of 
President Nixon’s Treasury Secretary 
David Kennedy.
1969—A three-day riot branded 
“Days of Rage” begins in Chicago.
1968—Washington, D.C. riots after 
police shoot a Black man.
1967—Ernesto “Che” Guevara is 
captured by Bolivian troops led by the 
CIA’s Felix Rodriguez.
1955—“The nations of the world will 
have to unite” warns loopy General 
Douglas MacArthur, “for the next 
war will be an interplanetary war.”
1942—Shot down on a mission for 
which he volunteered, Capt. Harl 
Pease, of Plymouth, N.H., is behead-
ed by his Japanese captors.
1918—In the Argonne, ex-pacifist 
Cpl. Alvin C. York kills 25 German 
soldiers and captures 132.
1871—According to myth, a cow 
starts a fire that burns Chicago and 
kills 200. Meanwhile, Peshtigo, Wisc. 
burns completely and 600 die.

2005—Four die as the Cold River 
floods Alstead, N.H.
2001—Two Democratic Senators re-
ceive letters carrying anthrax spores.
1998—In “a mockery of the regula-
tory process” that “brazenly violates 
existing law,” Citicorp and Travelers 
Group merge into Citigroup, enrich-
ing Sandy Weill and Jamie Dimon but 
costing taxpayers billions.
1992—Hearing a loud bang, Michelle 
Knapp of Peekskill, N.Y. goes outside 
and finds a hole punched through the 
trunk of her 1980 Chevy Malibu and 
a warm 26-pound meteorite lying on 
the pavement beneath it.
1974—Rep. Wilbur Mills [D-Ark.] is 
stopped at 2 a.m. for speeding with his 
headlights off. His passenger, Fanne 
[sic] Foxe, aka “The Argentine Fire-
cracker,” hops into the Tidal Basin.
1967—Dr. Ernesto “Che” Guevara 
taunts a hesitant executioner, saying 
“Just shoot, you coward. You are only 
killing a man.”
1966—In a prop-driven Douglas A1 
Skyraider, Lt. JG William T. Patton 
downs a MiG-17 jet over Vietnam.
1965—“We should declare war on 
North Vietnam,” says Ronald Reagan. 
“We could pave the whole country and 
put parking strips on it, and still be 
home by Christmas.”
1940—Race-neutral provisions of 
the Selective Service Act notwith-
standing, FDR announces that the 
“Greatest Generation™” will fight the 
fascists in segregated units.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, September 28Monday, September 27Sunday, September 26 Wednesday, September 29 Thursday, September 30 Friday, October 1 Saturday, October 2

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“Salt is born 
of the purest of parents: 

the sun and the sea.”

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

— Pythagoras (580-500 BC)
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar
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