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The Fortnightly Rant

The Doom Comet of 2024
The former guy is saying that he 

might run for President again. 
There it is: one simple declarative 

statement that all by itself could 
cause another pandemic. It wouldn’t 
be the viral sort; we’re talking de-
pression this time, and probably 
with two variants: personal and fi-
nancial. 

During the prior maladmin-
istration, the nation spent four 
years—years we could ill afford to 
lose—sliding backwards rapidly on 
a host of issues like the climate, rac-
ism, economic inequity, voter sup-
pression…we’ll stop there lest we 
start making tasteless jokes about 
self-destruction. Losing four more 
years would be unthinkable.

Our first instinct is not to believe 
him. After all, paraphrasing Mary 
McCarthy on Lillian Hellman, ev-
ery word he says is a lie, including 
“and” and “the.” Most likely it’s just 
aother scam, a ploy for attention and 
another chance to fleece the rubes. 
If that’s the case, we just fell into the 
trap. It’s an occupational hazard.

Then there’s his appalling diet. 
Common sense tells us that Mickey 
D cheeseburgers and a dozen Diet 
Cokes a day will catch up with you 
eventually. Throw in his high cho-
lesterol, and it hardly seems possible 
that he’ll be alive on Inauguration 
Day, 2025, at the age of 78.

Thirty seconds spent conferring 
with The Google disabused us of 
that hopeful notion. 

After examining all publicly 
known data on the health of the 
person in question—the poster child 
for questionability—a team of ger-
ontologists published a paper last fall 
which concluded he is likely to be a 
“super ager.” 

That is a person who’s been bless-
ed by nature with “a higher than 
average probability of surviving 
the next four years relative to other 
men.” This band of boffins put that 

probability at 90.3 percent, com-
pared to 86.2 percent for normal 
mortals. Not much difference, in 
our view—and not much grounds 
for optimism, either way. 

Hopes dashed, we consoled our-
selves with the knowledge that yet 
again, folk wisdom has proven to be 
true: only the good die young.

A trained psychologist—or even 
a random person plucked from the 
sidewalk—could probably tell from 
the text above that we’re desperately 
trying to find some reason to think 
that the catastrophe we are contem-
plating here cannot, will not hap-
pen. Lately, though, whether we’re 
scanning the news, consulting the 
Magic 8-Ball™, or examining sheep 
entrails, all the signs are dire.

If you think that reference to 
sheep entrails was distasteful, you 
may want to skip these next few 
paragraphs. 

A new Super PAC was an-
nounced on Monday: Make Amer-
ica Great Again, Again!—“the 
ONLY [former guy] approved Su-
per PAC, replacing Make America 
Great Again Action.” 

Why, one might ask, did the latter 
PAC need replacing? Because it had 
been run by New Hampshire’s own 
Corey Lewandowski.

Lewandowski is now said to be 
“pursuing other endeavors”—as a 
consequence of having aggressive-
ly pursued, on September 26th, a 
woman actually named Trashelle 
Odom, who is the wife of Boise, 
Idaho contractor and Republican 
campaign donor John Odom.

Britain’s Daily Mail reported on 
October 2nd that Trashelle Odom 
filed a police report alleging that, at a 
charity event in Las Vegas, Lewand-
owski had drunkenly and persistent-
ly groped her, stalked her, bragged 
about his genitalia, and told her that 
on two occasions, once when he was 
10, he had stabbed people to death. 

If the events alleged by Trashelle 
Odom took place—and we would 
take her word before Lewandow-
ski’s—this harrowing event will at 
least have served a worthwhile so-
ciological purpose: the campaign 
says that it fired Lewandowski, thus 
demonstrating that it does, in fact, 
have some ethical boundaries.

Lewandowski, however, denies 
that he’s been removed. And, as 
one of just two board members of 
MAGA Action, this time he actu-
ally may be telling the truth. Hence 
the need for the new PAC, Make 
America Great Again, Again!

One co-chair of this repetitiously 
redundant endeavor is Pam Bondi, 
the former Florida Attorney Gen-
eral. This appointment seems in-
evitable, considering that in 2013, 
Bondi deep-sixed 22 fraud com-
plaints against Trump University 
four days after her PAC received a 
$25,000 contribution from the for-
mer guy’s foundation. 

Pardon us for a moment, now, as 
we back up the Irony Dump Truck 

[beep beep beep]. The other co-chair is 
Kimberly Guilfoyle, former-guy Ju-
nior’s girl friend, who was fired from 
Fox News for sexual harassment.

Having wrung nearly all the fun 
that we could out of this, let’s get 
truly depressing. 

Rolling Stone’s Ryan Bort took 
a serious look at the “will he, won’t 
he?” question Tuesday. His piece 
leaves little doubt that #44 plans to 
add #46 to his unspeakable name.

“As long as Trump doesn’t explic-
itly announce he’s running for presi-
dent,” Bort writes, “he can essentially 
raise as much money as he wants 
from whomever he wants, and 
spend it unfettered by the restric-
tions or transparency requirements 
imposed upon actual candidates.” 

Running for president without 
announcing he’s a candidate allows 
him to bounce around the coun-
try like a demented ping pong ball, 
preening for the cameras, yukking 
it up in front of his fans, and pock-
eting whatever loot he can extract 
from them. 

In other words, the next 37 
months threaten to be indistin-
guishable from his first term.

Desperately clinging to the frag-
ile hope that it can’t happen here—
again—again—readers might 
rightly point out that supporters of 
TFG are actually in the minority.

It is our duty as designated par-
ty-poopers to remind them that 
for the last thirty or forty years—as 
Democratic shepherds debated how 
best to compromise with wolves—
the Republican Party has been lav-
ishly funding its most devious minds 
as they furiously worked to assure 
the irrelevance of such trivialities.

Dare we hope, at this last ditch, 
for a deus ex machina? For the sake 
of argument, and to give our more 
bloodthirsty readers a consolation 
prize, let’s imagine for a moment 
that the former guy does die before 
the election. At this point in our pre-
cipitous political devolution, who’s 
to say Republicans wouldn’t pull a 
“Weekend at Bernie’s” and nomi-
nate his corpse?

by Isaac Arnsdorf, for ProPublica 

Sept. 27, 2021—Former President 
Donald Trump empowered associ-
ates from his private club to pursue 
a plan for the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs to monetize patient data, 
according to documents newly re-
leased by congressional investigators. 

As ProPublica first reported in 
2018, a trio based at Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago resort weighed in on pol-
icy and personnel decisions for the 
federal government’s second-largest 
agency, despite lacking any expe-
rience in the U.S. government or 
military. 

While previous reporting showed 
the trio had a hand in budgeting and 
contracting, their interest in turning 
patient data into a revenue stream 
was not previously known. The VA 

provides medical care to more than 
9 million veterans at more than 
1,000 facilities across the country. 

“Patient data is, in my opinion, 
the most valuable assets [sic] the 
VA has,” a consultant said in a June 
2017 email released Monday by 
Democrats on the House Oversight 
Committee. “It can be leveraged into 
hundreds of millions in revenue” by 
selling access to major companies, 
he said. 

The consultant, Terry Fadem, ran 
a private nonprofit for Bruce Mos-
kowitz, a West Palm Beach, Florida, 
physician who was one of the three 
Trump associates given sweeping 
influence over the VA, known to 
officials as “the Mar-a-Lago crowd.”

In response to Fadem’s email, 
Moskowitz told then-VA Secretary 
David Shulkin that he had discussed 

the plan with interested companies 
including Johnson & Johnson, CVS 
and Apple. Shulkin replied that he 
liked the idea, according to the doc-
uments. 

Senior officials scrambled to hire 
Fadem as a contractor, the emails 
show, but it’s not clear whether his 
contract was awarded. “I am work-
ing on trying to understand why and 
where [h]is contract is stuck,” Poo-
nam Alaigh, then the agency’s top 
health official, said in a June 2017 
email. “I agree, having him on board 
as soon as possible will be critical.”

The documents do not show what 
became of the plan or whether the 
VA ever sold access to patient data. 
Nor do the records include evidence 
that Moskowitz or the other Mar-a-
Lago associates were in a position to 
profit personally. 

A spokesman for the trio said as 
far as they know Fadem was not 
hired and the VA never acted on 
the licensing idea. “We were asked 
repeatedly by former Secretary 
Shulkin and his senior staff, as well 
as by the President, to assist the VA 
and that is what we sought to do, pe-
riod,” the three said in a statement. 

Shulkin, Alaigh, Trump’s office, 
the VA, Johnson & Johnson, CVS 
and Apple did not immediately 
respond to requests for comment. 
Fadem died in 2019. 

The latest revelation helps com-
plete the picture of the Mar-a-La-
go triumvirate’s extensive influence 
over Trump’s agenda for veterans, 
a signature issue in his 2016 cam-
paign. ProPublica’s revelations about 
the men’s day-to-day involvement 
prompted investigations by congres-

sional committees and the Govern-
ment Accountability Office, as well 
as a court challenge. 

House Oversight Committee 
chairwoman Carolyn Maloney, 
D-N.Y., and House Veterans Af-
fairs Committee chairman Mark 
Takano, D-Calif., said in a state-
ment on Monday that the docu-
ments show “the secret role the trio 
played in developing VA initiatives 
and programs, including a ‘hugely 
profitable’ plan to monetize veterans’ 
medical records.”

“Ike Perlmutter, Marc Sherman, 
and Dr. Bruce Moskowitz, bolstered 
by their connection to President 
Trump’s private Mar-a-Lago club, 
violated the law and sought to exert 
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improper influence over govern-
ment officials to further their own 
personal interests,” the chairs said. 

Perlmutter, Sherman and Mos-
kowitz have previously said that 
they obtained no personal benefits, 
had no official role and exercised no 
formal authority. 

But the newly released documents 
show that they did view themselves 
as an official advisory committee—
and disregarded repeated warnings 
that they needed to comply with a 
Watergate-era transparency law. 

“As the President asked, we can 
now formally create an official 
committee,” Perlmutter, the group’s 
leader and chairman of Marvel En-
tertainment, wrote in a February 
2017 email after a meeting with 
Trump. Perlmutter is a Mar-a-Lago 
member and one of Trump’s biggest 
political donors. 

Perlmutter went so far as to re-
buke White House staff for holding 
discussions without him. 

“I am shocked and extremely dis-
appointed with the manner in which 

you have engaged in individual 
communications with Apple—and 
intentionally excluded our broader 
team of subject matter experts,” Per-
lmutter said in a March 2017 email 
to White House aides. “I understand 
that these backdoor discussions 
have apparently been occurring al-
most daily for weeks, and you have 
not told anyone and refuse to return 
phone calls and emails.”

Official advisory committees are 
governed by the Federal Adviso-
ry Committee Act. The 1972 law, 
known as FACA, requires federal 
agencies to inform the public when 
they consult outside experts. 

Administration officials repeat-
edly told the Mar-a-Lago trio that 
they would have to comply with 
the law. The law compels advisory 
committees to represent a range of 
views and disclose their activities to 
the public. 

“It appears FACA may be impli-
cated,” a VA lawyer said in a January 
2017 email that Shulkin shared with 
Moskowitz. 

That April, White House aide 
Reed Cordish told Perlmutter di-
rectly, “You will need to form a 

Saturday saw hundreds, if not thousands, of people assembling in Market 
Square in support of women’s right to an abortion. Five hundred other such 
demonstrations took place across the country. We’re confused as to why this 
right needs defending. Abortions have no impact on the health of others. 
The same people, though, who oppose abortions, protest quite loudly against 
mask mandates and vaccines. In doing so they jeopardize everyone’s health. 
Sadly, logic these days seems outmoded, superseded by fervent expressions of 
faith. Surely the Supreme Court will sort all this out. All they need to do is 
cite the Constitutional bar against laws based on religion.

FACA group.”
But Perlmutter demurred, re-

plying, “We have been advised that 
FACA does not apply because we 
are not a formal group in any way.”

Instead, the group took efforts 
to conceal its activities, documents 
show. “We are still unsure what can 
be put in emails and what to dis-
cuss verbally,” Moskowitz wrote to 
Shulkin in February 2017. 

The group’s spokesman main-
tained they weren’t a formal com-
mittee and said complying with 
FACA was the agency’s responsi-
bility. 

In March 2021, a federal appeals 
court in Washington held that a lib-
eral veterans group could proceed 
with a lawsuit to enforce FACA’s 
disclosure requirements around the 
Mar-a-Lago trio. 
© Copyright 2021 Pro Publica Inc. 
Creative Commons License (CC 
BY-NC-ND 3.0) Published online 
at: https://www.propublica.org/
article/trumps-mar-a-lago-bud-
dies-tried-to-get-the-va-to-sell-
access-to-veterans-medical-records.

Primus Gets National Recognition
Primus X—or, less formally, Prim-
us—made another unexpected ap-
pearance on September 29th. He is 
mentioned in the latest New Yorker. 
A caption below the photo on page 
three (opposite) explains why.

This latest incident caused us to 
reflect yet again that without Primus’ 
forced labor, this newspaper might 
never have survived the 18th cen-
tury—never mind until today. Our 
debt to him is both incalculable and 
unpayable. All we can do is operate 
this paper intending to make repara-
tion as best we can. 

Primus’ most recent manifesta-
tion caused us to reflect that we have 
not yet assembled, in one place, the 
various items about him which we 
have published over the years in this 
newspaper. 

In the meantime, we offer our 
readers, once again, the following 
column prominently featuring Pri-
mus. It was written by Tobias Ham 
Miller (1801–1870), and published 
in the Portsmouth Chronicle on Oc-
tober 11, 1861.

Recollections of Old Acquaintance
by Uncle Toby [Tobias Ham Miller]
Old Printers And Printers Of Old

–John Melcher, Samuel Whidden–
Fowle And Old Prime

Don’t get to thinking, gentle read-
er, that Uncle Toby knew all these; 
for some of them died before he was 
born; but he knew a part of them, 
and they knew the rest. Through 
one of them (Whidden) Uncle 
Toby claims a regular (though not 
exactly apostolic) succession from 
Fowle and Old Prime, who were the 
first printers in New Hampshire, 
of which undisputed succession he 
is as proud as any man ought to be 
of so high a distinction. The order of 
succession is this: Fowle, who estab-
lished the New Hampshire Gazette, 
had the old negro Prime, or Primus, 
for a pressman; John Melcher was 
an apprentice to Fowle; Whidden 
(who died here only a year or or two 
since) was an apprentice to Melcher; 
and Uncle Toby was an apprentice 
to Whidden.

With this man, who was as kind a 
man as need be, Uncle Toby wrought 

The arts are vital to our vibrant Seacoast community.
Please consider supporting your many local arts and 

culture organizations in this time of crisis.

Gathering together to experience the arts is the heart 
and soul of what we do here at The Music Hall. 

We are ever grateful for the unwavering support of our 
community, and look forward to seeing you when our 

doors reopen.
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The Fechheimer Building, one of the fin-
est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port-
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows 
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a 
subscription to this newspaper.
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at printing some time since; in an 
office belonging to John Melcher, 
who was the first State Printer New 
Hampshire ever had, and who lived 
till a very recent period. When Un-
cle Toby was a boy with a stint, Mr. 
Melcher would sometimes send him 
on an errand—but would always 
take his ‘stick,’ and ‘set’ for him while 
absent, and when he returned would 
commonly tell him a story when he 
laid down the stick or emptied the 
“stickful.” He was always certain to 
set a little more than the boy would 
have done; to mark the copy where 
he left off;—and always to deal in 
this little matter so justly and fairly, 
that Uncle Toby was well pleased to 
listen to his stories. Some of these 
stories were of Old Prime, who 
was a negro pressman, belonging to 
Daniel Fowle, founder of the New 
Hampshire Gazette. 

Mr. Melcher was a correct com-
positor, a careful proofreader, and 
a good press-man; and if any man 
ever hated blotches and bunglers, he 
did. When he lost all patience with 
bad press work, be would say, “Why, 
I have seen a negur, who could not 
tell a letter in a book, who did better 
press-work than any of you!” Some-

times I have tried to imagine what 
old Primus Fowle thought of his 
business, and how much pleasure he 
must have taken in printing books 
he could not read, and working hard 
without pay. He could not strike for 
wages, but he could grumble—and 
tradition says that he did sometimes; 
and probably he did it pretty often, 
for his temper was rather peppery, 
and he could snap out a reply quite 
as tart as any reproof that was given 
him. Some time before the Revolu-
tion, Mrs. Fowle died; and in those 
days, at funerals, the negroes in a 
family walked with the whites, as 
mourners, each white member of 
the family having a black yokefel-
low at the left hand. Primus and his 
master on this occasion were chief 
mourners; but when they took their 
places in the procession, Primus in-
advertently got on the right hand, 
which, in this case, was evidently 
the wrong side. His master saw the 
error, and winked, and nodded, and 
pointed with his finger for Primus 
to exchange places; but to no pur-
pose; he touched him, but the negro 
remained immovable. At last he 
whispered, “Go to the other side,” 
expecting to be promptly obeyed in 

It’s been 230 years ago since the chariot came and carried Primus home. 
For a man who’s been dead so long, he comes back around pretty regularly. 
He is always welcome in these pages. Most recently he appeared in The 
New Yorker. An article by Jill Lepore, headlined “When Black History Is 
Unearthed, Who Gets to Speak for the Dead?”, mentions Primus because 
he is known to be buried here, in Portsmouth’s African Burying Ground. 
Meanwhile, the grave of his enslaver Daniel Fowle remains unknown. We 
can almost hear Primus saying to Daniel, “Bottom rail on top now.”

so slight and reasonable a request; 
but, to his surprise and that of the 
bystanders, Primus screamed out, 
“Go tudder side ye’sef, ye mean jade!” 
The master of course complied, and 
the procession moved off.

In due time Mr. Fowle himself 
died, and, as he left no children, 
his newspaper and printing office 
passed into the hands of his appren-
tice, Mr. Melcher, whose term of ser-
vice being nearly run out by its own 
limitation, was now closed by the 
death of his master. With the press 
went the pressman, and old Primus 
probably did the same work in the 
same way, under the new master, as 
be did under the old, and perhaps 
noted no change. Bowing down to 
the press, as he toiled year after year, 
be had a permanent stoop, and stood 
at his work something in the shape 
of a capital F. In this posture he la-
bored and grumbled for years, and 
seemed to grow no older—but he 
did—and by and by he became so 
stiff and dull and feeble as to be in-
capable of any labor whatsoever. He 
was, however, cared for by his master, 

as to food and shelter, and suffered to 
spend his time as he pleased. With-
out companions, and with no ability 
to read, he seemed to have no higher 
pleasure than to seat himself on the 
door-steps of shops or houses in the 
old paved street of Portsmouth, and 
sit for hours together, generally in 
the sunshine. The boys often amused 
themselves by offering him a copper 
for standing straight—a feat utterly 
impossible; but he would attempt it, 
and with much effort and strange 
grimaces, straighten himself out as 
nearly as possible. 

To the honor of the boys, be it 
said, he commonly got his copper; 
and then he sat down again to sun 
himself, to look at the passengers’ 
feet as they went by, and possibly to 
muse on the passage back to Guin-
ea, whither all the negroes here used 
to think all black friends went after 
death. That was the most beautiful 
superstition of which their minds 
were capable—and surely nothing 
of the kind could be more harm-
less. Primus returned, however, to 
the dust, not of Guinea, but of New 

Hampshire, the scene of his toils, 
and has long occupied that narrow 
house where the weary are at rest! 
Primus was buried, with all the 
negroes of his day, in the old negro 
burying ground, front of the old 
jail; in other words, his dust now 
reposes either under the south, end 
of Chestnut street, or perhaps under 
the north side of Court street. 

Let no true lover of our noble 
craft blame Uncle Toby for selecting 
such a subject for a sketch. One of 
the earliest printers in New Hamp-
shire was a black slave; and the early 
history of the State always seems 
imperfect to him if Prime is not 
seen working at the press, printing 
he knows not and cares not what.

–=≈=–
This text comes from a binder of Un-
cle Toby’s collected columns which was 
assembled by Richard Candee and is 
preserved at the Portsmouth Athenae-
um. The column originally appeared in 
the Portsmouth Chronicle (1852–
1918). We have made a few minor 
changes in punctuation.

–=≈=–

“Be alone, that is the secret of invention;
be alone, that is when ideas are born.”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

– Nikola Tesla

“Scratch any cynic and you will 
f ind a disappointed idealist.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– George Carlin (1937-2008)
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“Never try to discourage thinking for you are sure to succeed.”

– Bertrand  Russell
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Ayotte Gets It Wrong Again
Dear Sir:

It seems that former Senator Kelly 
Ayotte is somewhat confused about 
which medical procedures should be a 
private decision between a patient and 
their physician and those which have 
societal implications beyond the indi-
vidual’s choice. At a recent Republican 
rally, Ms. Ayotte stated that. “I am 
pro-vaccine and think we as a state did 
a great job. That is a decision (vaccina-
tion) between an individual and their 
doctor. Bureaucrats do not belong in 
that decision.” Unfortunately Ayotte is 
wrong on two counts, the state has not 
done a “good job” with regard to vacci-
nations, and vaccinations have benefits 
not just for the vaccinated person, but 
as a protection of the entire communi-
ty against diseases. 

With regard first to vaccinations, 
children attending day care, schools 
and colleges are all required by state 
law to receive certain vaccinations. In 
New Hampshire, only those with a 
certified medical or religious exemp-
tion are allowed to attend schools 
without these vaccinations. The reason 
for this mandate is to protect the en-
tire community, not just the individual 
child, they are not decisions made by 
the individual and their physician, but 
rather by State Bureaucrats. In con-
trast, Ms. Ayotte who is “pro life,” does 
not have a problem with bureaucrats 
requiring women to receive unneces-
sary transvaginal ultrasound exam-
inations that have no public health 
benefit, and without their physician’s 
involvement, while objecting to man-
datory vaccinations that actually save 
lives.

Ms. Ayotte also claimed that the 
State “did a great job” in reference to 
the level of residents fully vaccinated. 
Unfortunately, the data published in 
the same edition of the Portsmouth 
Herald, where Ayotte is quoted, do not 
support such a proclamation. While 
New Hampshire started off very well 
at the beginning of the vaccination 
campaign, that effort has seriously 
deteriorated in recent months. New 
Hampshire reports that only 54.3 
percent of residents are fully vaccinat-
ed and 61.6 percent had at least one 

dose. In comparison, Maine reported 
that 65.06 percent of all residents have 
been vaccinated, with 73.84 of the el-
igible residents having been vaccinat-
ed. Among all States, New Hampshire 
ranks 16th, which by any reasonable 
standard is not “a great job.”

Rather than holding rallies oppos-
ing vaccine mandates, Ms. Ayotte 
and her fellow “Pro-Life” Republican 
colleagues might save more lives by 
holding rallies encouraging their fol-
lowers to get vaccinated, and debunk-
ing anti-vaccine junk science, and not 
pass laws that prevent government 
agencies at all levels in the State from 
requiring vaccines if they so choose. 
Unfortunately, that would not go over 
well with their political base. Better to 
be opposed to anything that saves lives, 
than actually doing something positive 
to save lives.

Rich DiPentima
16 Dunlin Way
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
We’re grateful to have an experienced 

health care professional such as yourself 
setting the former Senator straight. 

Well, making clear to readers where 
she’s wrong—we’re not expecting facts to 
change her opinion.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Women’s Health Services
To the Editor:

Much like Governor Sununu, I’m 
not in favor of Drama. That’s why, 
together with my wife, I support the 
work of the Fistula Foundation, ded-
icated to the repair of gynecologi-
cal trauma in childbirth. There is no 
drama quite like that of a body being 
ripped apart against its owner’s will. 
And, there is no way for me to un-
derstand the bravery of women who 
accept those risks by choice.

The U.S. has the highest maternal 
mortality rate of the western indus-
trialized countries. For every 100,000 
births close to 20 mothers will die. For 
fathers, that rate is zero. Were those 
numbers reversed, N.H. Executive 
Council funding for Planned Parent-
hood just might go up.

Larry Brown
Milton, N.H.

Larry:
We are proud to have readers who take 

action to improve health care for wom-
en. It’s all the more important these days, 
when so many people seem bent on deny-
ing women health care altogether.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Why Kentucky, Governor?
To the Editor:

I have questions concerning Gover-
nor Sununu’s Covid trip to Kentucky. 
Why travel to a state that has far worse 
health outcomes in general and for 
Covid in particular than New Hamp-
shire? It is equivalent to the President 
of France making a pilgrimage to En-
gland to learn about fine cuisine. Why 
fly to Kentucky when he could drive 
to either Vermont which has the low-
est death rate per 100,000 for Covid 
or Maine which ranks fourth? New 
Hampshire is ninth.

Could it be that Chris Sununu went 
to Kentucky to ask Senator Mitch 
McConnell how many millions of 
campaign dollars he will receive if he 
runs for the Senate? Hospital Corp of 
America (HCA), which owns Ports-
mouth Regional Hospital, paid for 
this junket. Did HCA also promise to 
spend boatloads of money in return for 
him protecting their ability to charge 
whatever they can get away with?

Chris Sununu should be more con-
cerned with the pandemic in our state 
today than in running for the Senate 
in 2022.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth N.H.
Walter:
The Governor’s trip was absurd, for all 

the reasons you point out. Let’s face it, the 
Governor is absurd in general.

Have you any proof, though, that 
HCA paid for any part of the Governor’s 
junket? We have not seen any.

InDepthNH has reported that Dean 
Kamen flew the crew down to McCon-
nell country. Surely that was the bulk of 
the expense.

The Editor

Arizona Audit a Bad Omen
Dear Editor,

The so-called “audit” of votes in Ar-
izona’s largest county was fraught with 
fraudulent failings from the begin-
ning. A partisan band of Republican 
legislators commissioned it after three 
legitimate audits, by duly-appointed 
professionals, had confirmed President 
Biden’s victory. It was run by a self-pro-
claimed trump-supporter [sic] with no 
experience conducting vote audits, and 
it operated under shoddy, inconsistent 
and somewhat secretive rules. Never-
theless, even the Cyber-Ningas were 
unable to justify trump’s [sic] lies about 
losing the election. 

Trump’s reaction was to dou-
ble-down on his lies, as he always 
does when the lie is exposed, with his 
Republican puppets now clamoring 
for even more fraudulent audits. This 
reminds me of trump’s [sic] “birther” 
campaign against President Obama, 
when he falsely accused Obama of 
not being born in the U.S.A., despite 
release of Obama’s birth certificate. 
That was a training session for fascist 
attacks on truth itself, which have now 
metastasized into a democracy-threat-
ening epidemic.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.
Bruce:
Yup.
The Editor

–=≈=–
Pilot Error

To the Editor:
Did you know that 90-percent of 

all patients admitted to N.H. hospitals 
with COVID infections are fully vac-
cinated? So says Republican Rep. Ken 
Weyler, chairman of N.H.’s powerful 
house finance committee. 

Where did this alleged critical 
thinker and keeper of the public trust 
obtain such a jaw-dropping statistic? 
He claims he heard it on talk radio, so 

it must be true. Really? 
Representative Weyler graduated 

from MIT and flew commercial jets 
for a living, so he’s not stupid. That 
opens the door to a litany of darker 
possibilities. 

Everyone’s entitled to have their 
fun, but Weyler couldn’t resist taking 
his anti-vax mis-information war a 
step further by tabling federal funding 
that would expand vaccine availabil-
ity across the state. By his reconning, 
N.H. doesn’t need the money and the 
vaccine doesn’t work anyway, so what’s 
the point? Now even the Governor’s 
upset, which possibly pleases Weyler 
no end. 

Most airline pilots I know gripe 
endlessly about federal regulators and 
government mandates. Fair enough. 
However, at the same time, they would 
put their own life on the line in a split 
second to avoid a single passenger fa-
tality. 

So how about it, Captain Weyler? 
How many injuries and fatalities are 
you willing to accept on your manifest?

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
We’re not afraid of flying—but now 

we’re afraid of pilots!
The Editor

–=≈=–
State Motto Not Meant to be Taken Literally
To the Editor:

“Live Free or Die”: Freedom is our 
oxygen. And we fiercely value our po-
litical freedom.

Our freedom is reduced to less than 
a whisper when we are denied free ac-
cess to the legislative process. Sure, we 
can go to the polls every two years to 
show our approval of our legislators, or 
to “vote the bums out.” But a thumbs 
up or down, after legislation has been 
completed, is not participation.

Last year, political freedom was 
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Mash Notes, Hate Mail, &c.
to page six

thriving in New Hampshire. To slow 
COVID’s spread, sessions at the State 
House were accessible through Zoom. 
The legislative process was open for all 
to view, to comment on, to participate 
in. Legislators had continuous access 
to the opinions of New Hampshire’s 
citizens on all areas of legislation—
they did not have to wait for our vote 
next November. 

And we were engaged. We were 
able to see the complexity of issues our 
legislators must balance, and we were 
able to assist in their deliberations. If 
we had day jobs, we could review the 
taped legislative sessions in the eve-
ning. We might live two hours from 
Concord, but we could join our legis-
lators via Zoom.

COVID is back. But remote access 
has been stopped. A number of legis-
lators are medically fragile, and once 
again cannot safely attend sessions in 
Concord. If these legislators are de-
nied Zoom access, their constituents 
are denied their freedom, their rep-
resentation. For all of us citizens and 
our legislators with health concerns—
without Zoom access, our freedom 
dies.

Susan Richman
Durham, N.H.
Susan:
We don’t want to seem overly paranoid, 

but maybe that’s the plan.
The Editor

–=≈=–
Hofstader’s Theory In Action

To the Editor:
The historian Richard Hofstad-

er has defined the “paranoid style in 
American politics.” The concept refers 
to the recurrent tendency among po-
litical parties to conjure wide-reaching 
and sinister conspiracy theories to ex-
plain perceived threats to their pow-
er or values. The party that proposes 
conspiracy believes that they are being 

dispossessed of their rightful standing 
by a hidden, relentless and evil oppo-
nent who uses positions of authority 
and trust to attack them. Therefore, 
they tend to distrust those who occupy 
positions of influence such as govern-
ment officials, scientists, the educated 
elite and the mainstream media. These 
groups become the target of conspir-
acy theories which often spiral into 
unsubstantiated even crackpot allega-
tions not corroborated by fact. Hofsta-
der describes the witch hunts of Joseph 
McCarthy and the anti-Communist 
red scares of the fifties as an example 
of the paranoid style.

If Hofstader were alive today, he 
would find the present day party of 
Trump a particularly virulent example 
of the paranoid style. In fact, it would 
be difficult to conceive of a political 
party more mired in conspiracy than 
the Trump Republicans who require 
public fealty to a false conspiracy theo-
ry in order to remain in good standing. 
Any Republican who rejects Trump’s 
Big Lie that Democrats perpetrated 
massive fraud in the 2020 presiden-
tial election is subject to ostracism by 
Trump partisans. It is irrelevant to 
party loyalists that dozens of audits 
and court cases have failed to find any 
examples of large scale fraud.

The Big Lie is not the only con-
spiracy theory that drives Repub-
lican politics. The politicization of 
health measures taken to combat the 
Covid-19 pandemic is supported by 
conspiracy theories promulgated on 
Facebook groups and bizarre QAnon 
web sites. False facts regarding mask-
ing and Covid vaccines have ranged 
from simple misinformation to stone 
cold stupidity with the common ra-
tionalization that they are part of a 
plot to enhance the power and control 
of government. One crackpot theory 
proposed that the vaccines contained 
tiny bots that would reveal the loca-

tion of the vaccinated to government 
authorities. Believers in these con-
spiracy theories reject the science that 
supports the efficacy of masking and 
vaccination and demonize the scien-
tists who support the measures as ac-
tive participants in conspiracy. 

In addition to the Big Lie and 
myths relating to the pandemic, Re-
publicans have relied on conspiracy 
theory to oppose measures to alleviate 
climate change. Claims that climate 
scientists have collaborated to falsify 
data to obtain government research 
grants have been used to create doubt 
regarding the science that explains 
climate changes due to excess carbon 
dioxide emissions. 

The Republican tendency to gener-
ate unfounded conspiracy theories has 
consequences. Trump’s Big Lie moti-
vated the January 6th insurrection that 
resulted in death and destruction at 
the U.S. Capitol. It also has damaged 
trust in the process of democratic elec-
tions and spawned several attempts by 
Republican state legislatures to deny 
voting rights to minority groups. These 
efforts threaten the Constitution itself 
and have driven a firm wedge between 
Republicans and Democrats. Hare-
brained theories regarding vaccines 
and masking have helped to generate 
a pandemic of the unvaccinated with 
unnecessary sickness and death with-
in red states and Trump supporters. 
Unsupported criticism of climate sci-
ence has helped to hamstring efforts 
to reduce the effects of climate change 
and has contributed to the damages 
produced by the unprecedented heat, 
drought, fire and flooding that has rav-
aged the globe this summer.

The purpose of Republican conspir-
acy theorizing is not to provide ration-
al explanation nor to reveal relevant 
facts regarding an event. It is to pro-
vide a simple, relatively coherent story 
that will engage and create buy-in for 
naïve followers even if the story is false. 
As Hofstader points out, the believers 
in paranoid conspiracy theories are not 

deterred by rational discussion nor by 
facts. False conspiracy theories must 
be refuted, if only to prevent further 
spread, and any policy initiatives pro-
posed by conspiracy-addled Repub-
licans must be opposed and defeated 
until the mania has run its course.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.
Harrisburg, Pa.

–=≈=–
Democracy Being Curtailed

To the Editor: 
We New Hampshirites enjoy a cul-

ture of democratic participation in the 
spirit of the “town meeting.” While 
the pandemic threatens to limit this 
experience, accommodations made to 
ensure participation on both the local 
and state level have kept us Covid-safe.

To the credit of the State legislature, 
we citizens were allowed to attend this 
year’s session and testify via Zoom. Yet 
plans for the 2022 legislative session 
do not allow for Zoom participation, 
even though the pandemic still surges 
in N.H.

As a retired public health profes-
sional, I am aware that break-through 
covid infections are poorly tracked and 
becoming more frequent. That’s why 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) still recommends 
that everyone, including the vaccinat-
ed, wear masks in public places.

Since it is unlikely that the State 
legislative leadership will require that 
everyone mask properly during the 
upcoming session, it is critical that 
remote access by Zoom be retained. 
A failure to do so means that those of 
us who are at high Covid-risk will be 
robbed of our democratic voice. And 
that is unacceptable! Please call the 
Speaker of the House, Sherm Pack-
ard, at (603) 271-3661, or email him 
at sherman.packard@leg.state.nh.leg, to 
urge safe remote access for all N.H. 
citizens.

Judith Saum
Rumney, N.H.
Judith:
You are absolutely right, of course. 

Packard should be inundated with emails, 
phone calls…the whole nine yards. Odds 
are against a positive result, though. As 
we go to press, Packard is still backing 
Weyler.

This state has long harbored a virulent 
strain of right wing goofiness. It can eas-
ily be traced back as far as William Loeb. 
Here’s a spooky Halloween thought: per-
haps he was “Patient Zero.”

The Editor
–=≈=–

Let’s Hope!
To the Editor:

I hope everyone will vote for Mag-
gie Hassan for Senate, Chris Pappas 
for Congress, and Annie Kuster for 
Congress in the second New Hamp-
shire Congressional District. We all 
win if they win! Next year we will still 
have Jeanne Shaheen in the Senate. 
Although I don’t agree with every-
thing each supports, I know that all of 
us desire a world where community is 
important above the individual, that 
freedom does not mean that everyone 
can do as s/he wishes whenever s/he 
wishes, that democracy means all of 
us, that our foreign policy respects 
diplomacy as a problem-solver over 
violence.

To me, this means that each candi-
date cares about climate change, that 
each supports all of us being vacci-
nated, that diplomacy, for instance, 
in Israel and in Afghanistan should 
include Palestinians and the Afghan 
government, that each believes that all 
people should be able to vote without 
unnecessary roadblocks to have a voice 
in what happens to them. We all win if 
we have access to affordable childcare 
and eldercare, paid family leave, a min-
imum living wage, vaccinations, wom-
en’s reproductive health, safe roads and 
bridges, sane gun control, i.e. a world 
in which we take care of each other 
as well as keeping our own house in 
order.

I hope that our Congressional del-
egation continues to be a team that 
works for all of us.

Judy Ullman
Portsmouth, N.H.
Judy:
You present us with a startling contrast 

to the way things are these days. Yes, in-
deed. Let us hope.

The Editor
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from page five

Be Careful Around Monsters
Dear Sir:

When you create, nurture and 
comfort a monster, you must be very 
careful that that monster does not 
turn on you. Unfortunately, that is 
now the case with the former Re-
publican Party since the creation of 
Trump and his followers. The un-
leashed Republican-created monster 
was on full display in Manchester 
when an angry mob disrupted, and 
eventually caused the New Hamp-
shire Executive Council to postpone 
its meeting. The reason for the mob 
action was to prevent the Coun-
cil from voting to accept the much 
needed $27 million in federal dollars 
to help New Hampshire effort to 
control the Covid-19 pandemic and 
prevent more illness, hospitaliza-
tions, deaths and economic turmoil. 
State employees, who were at the 
meeting to answer questions about 
how the funds were to be used, re-
ceived threats and had to be escorted 
to their cars by State Police for their 
safety. And as one mob member 
shouted, “mission accomplished!”

In response to the mob action, 
Governor Sununu and House 
Speaker Sherm Packard of course 
responded with typical hollow 
comments calling the actions “un-
acceptable” and “disgraceful,” and 
postponed the meeting “until our 
state employees can go before the 
Council in a safe and orderly man-
ner.” However, even with the threats 
to state employees and Council 
Members, not one protestor was 
arrested for disorderly conduct, in-
terfering with official State business, 
and criminal threatening. Why not? 
The mob was allowed to leave with-
out any consequences, thus sending 
the message that mob rule wins, 
“mission accomplished.”

However, what we witnessed in 
Manchester was the monster that 
New Hampshire Republicans cre-
ated, nurtured and supported. How 
many rallies were held by New 
Hampshire Republicans, includ-
ing Speaker Packard, denouncing 

Covid-19 mandatory vaccinations, 
opposing mask mandates, and oth-
er actions by President Biden to 
control the pandemic? Republican 
leaders, with their own actions and 
words, have given licence to this 
anti-public health mob, and even 
as they now condemn the actions of 
their monster, they have done noth-
ing to restrain or control the mon-
ster that will certainly attack again. 

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
By the time we reached the end of 

your letter, we were wondering if a case 
could be made against top Republicans 
for nonfeasance of official duties.

The Editor
–=≈=–

High-Stakes Gambling
Dear Editor,

Once again, Mitch McConnell 
and the Republican senators are 
pursuing their partisan interests at 
the expense of what’s good for our 
country. Unanimously, they refused 
to pass a continuing resolution to 
keep the government operating, and 
they refuse to raise the debt limit, 
thereby attacking the reliability of 
our credit rating. These destabilizing 
acts immediately sent the markets 
into a tailspin.

Why would Republicans want 
to crash our economy? Simply be-
cause it is happening while Biden is 
President, they scheme that he’ll be 
blamed for their sabotage.

Are voters that stupid?
Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.
Bruce:
We’re going to try to make a subtle 

distinction, here.
You  are suggesting that the GOP is 

trying to intentionally crash the econo-
my, in order to discredit Biden.

We suspect that they’re trying to 
make it appear that the economy is in 
danger of crashing, in order to discredit 
Biden. 

We will discover soon enough which 

of these theories is correct.
Unfortunately the outcome is like-

ly to be the same in either case, due to 
Republican ineptitude. The Dun-
ning-Kruger Effect is strong in that 
Party.

As for the voters, well, they do elect 
a lot of Republicans—by which we 
mean, more than can be accounted for 
just by gerrymandering, voter suppres-
sion, &c., &c.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Roadmap to the Ruin of Our Republic
To the Editor:

I suppose it was only a matter of 
time before clever, unprincipled peo-
ple and groups would craft myriad 
ways to disenfranchise many Amer-
icans from our Democracy, a great 
experiment the rest of the world has 
sought to emulate.

• Money becomes “Speech” in 
the questionable decision of the Su-
preme Court in its “Citizens United” 
ruling

• Protection of election proce-
dures in the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act went away with the Supreme 
Court’s “Shelby v. Holder” ruling

• Political parties “choose” their 
voters… gerrymandering, called 
redistricting, by slicing and dicing 
voting districts to favor one party or 
the other in order to create districts 
more favorable to electing their can-
didates

• “Purging” of the voter rolls to 
deny the vote to otherwise legiti-
mate voters

•Limiting the number of voting 
machines and the number of voting 
places, to make voting more tedious 
in their opponent’s voting wards

• Restricting the number of vote 
“Drop Boxes” in voting districts 
generally unfavorable to their par-
ty’s governing philosophy; even try-
ing to slow down delivery of mail-in 
ballots…something that may have 
negatively impacted US military 
personnel votes in the 2020 election

• Voter harassment and intimida-
tion at the polls

• Limiting early voting so that 
people who can’t get time off work 
won’t vote

•Replacing duly elected, legiti-
mately selected voting officials with 
partisans for the purpose of chang-
ing election results

• Illegal “Robo-Call” messages 
to misinform voters about the date, 
time, and place for voting

• Release of the public airways 
from the requirement to offer equal 
media time and space for opposing 
views…the now defunct “Fairness 
Doctrine”

• Diluting or negating the official 
authorities (Secretaries of State and 
other election officials) to certify 
the legitimacy of election results….
something NOW in legislative form 
in approximately 18 states.

• Disrupting meetings of  Exec-
utive Councilors and School Board 
members by harassing and threat-
ening these public officials because 
they disagree with a “Mask Man-
date” or another policy they support 
or oppose

It should be clear to most Democ-
racy-loving Americans that these 
actions and strategies are anathema 
to a well-functioning Republic, and 
are a threat to our American future. 
Your role as a citizen should be to 
work tirelessly to counter the above 
and support political candidates 
with Democracy-promoting values!

Herb Moyer
Exeter, N.H.

–=≈=–
Is Supporting Palestinians Anti-Semitic?
To the Editor:

As I get older, I find myself with 
less and less patient (sic) with those 
who hide their prejudices behind 
what they think passes for valid rea-
sons. 

In one example, the apologists for 
Trump, those who believe the 2020 
Presidential Election was hijacked, 
and those who will not mask and 

will not be vaccinated, are no lon-
ger people I believe can be reasoned 
with. More than enough proof has 
been provided that they are in-
correct; proof they simply will not 
accept. I no longer wish to try and 
persuade them. To be frank, I am 
firmly convinced that their reason-
ing powers are deficient, and that 
they are fascists, and bode very ill for 
American democracy. 

 In another example, I do not be-
lieve that those who attack Israel 
are truly concemed about the Pal-
estinians. In a recent letter by Will 
Thomas you published, he calls 
Robert Kraft an ardent Zionist, a 
supporter of an “apartheid regime 
called Israel.” Mr. Thomas is ap-
parently unaware, or worse, has no 
problem with, the Palestinian orga-
nizations which often, loudly, and 
unapologetically, call for the utter 
eradication of the State of Israel. I do 
not believe that anyone should waste 
breath arguing with Mr. Thomas. I 
believe he attacks Israel because 
he’s an anti-Semite, pure and sim-
ple, and nothing else. And in The 
New Hampshire Gazette, where you 
almost always comment after each 
letter published, l see no calling out 
of Mr. Thomas for his anti-Semi-
tism. Why not? Do you agree with 
his anti-Semitism? 

By the way, in the United Nations, 
there are these four countries; The 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, 
The Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Think of how disenfianchised the 
non-Muslim inhabitants of these 
four “Republics” must feel; when 
their own country flaunts “Islamic” 
in its name. No apartheid there. As 
opposed to Israel, the only true de-
mocracy in the area. this, of course, 
escapes Mr. Thomas’ notice.

Carl S. Gurtman
York, Maine
Carl:
We abhor anti-Semitism and de-

nounce it when we see it. We also find 
abhorrent and denounce collective pun-
ishment and denial of civil rights.

The Editor
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Re-thinking American History

Why Corporations Pay Millions for Executive Mediocrity

by W.D. Ehrhart

I have spent my entire life read-
ing. As Emily Dickinson wrote, 

“There is no Frigate like a Book 
/ To take us Lands away.” Even in 
Vietnam, as an 18-year-old, I read 
whatever I could get my hands on 
from John Updike’s Rabbit, Run to 
Voltaire’s Candide to John Cleland’s 
Fanny Hill: Memoirs of a Woman of 
Pleasure.

I don’t read many books more 
than once because there are so many 
good books to read, but I’ve read 
multiple times David Howarth’s 
1066: The Year of the Conquest, and 
Cecil Woodham-Smith’s The Reason 
Why: The Story of the Fatal Charge of 
the Light Brigade. I re-read Herman 
Melville’s Moby Dick every five years 
or so because it is the greatest epic 
poem in the English language. 

A few books have caused me or 
forced me to alter my thinking im-
mediately and significantly, most 
notably Paul Fussell’s Wartime: 
Understanding and Behavior in the 
Second World War, and Paul Lyons’s 
Class of ’66: Living in Suburban 
Middle America, which changed my 
perceptions of the World War II and 
Vietnam generations respectively.

But never has a book offered such 
startling new information that it 
has required me to revise and re-
think my entire understanding of 
the whole of American history. 

Until now, that is. Having recently 
finished Andrew Levy’s The First 
Emancipator: Slavery, Religion, and 
the Quiet Revolution of Robert Carter, 
that is exactly what I have had to do.

Who even ever heard of Robert 
Carter III? Not me, and I’m a pretty 
solid student of history, especially 
American history. Yet he was one of 
the very wealthiest planters in 18th 
century Virginia, a contemporary 
and friend of Thomas Jefferson, 
George Washington, and Patrick 
Henry, a supporter of the American 
Revolution.

But what should have made him 
unavoidably famous was that in 
1791, he filed a Deed of Gift with 
Virginia’s Westmoreland District 
Court providing for the emanci-
pation of his nearly 500 slaves. Go 
back and read that sentence again. 
Yet I’ve never heard of him until a 
few weeks ago, nor have most of you 
who are reading this.

Moreover, this was not a precip-
itous and immediate emancipation, 
but rather a carefully thought-out 
and gradual freeing of his slaves over 
time with adequate provision for el-
derly and infirm slaves as well as for 
children.

Thus, while our larger-than-life 
heroic Founding Fathers were writ-
ing eloquently of liberty, freedom, 
and equality, privately and some-
times publicly deploring slavery, they 
nevertheless insisted that it was eco-

nomically impossible to escape the 
tangled web of slavery, and culturally 
infeasible to free the slaves without 
also removing them from white so-
ciety by sending them all west of the 
Mississippi or back to Africa.

No wonder no one has ever heard 
of Carter. His story was buried al-
most before he died in 1804 be-
cause he laid bare the hypocrisy of 
those great Virginians who have 
become—and were becoming even 
then—the heroes of our American 
mythological story. The knights in 
shining armor. Men who struggled 
with their consciences and agonized 
over their unsolvable dilemma. Men 
who did the best they could with 
the contradictory circumstances in 
which they found themselves.

Carter demonstrated that eman-
cipation was possible, and eco-
nomically feasible, even providing 
through his Deed of Gift a detailed 
blueprint for how it could be done 
gradually, without removal of Blacks 
from the southern states, and with 
minimal economic disruption. 
Moreover, had more large planters 
followed his lead, it might well have 
been possible to build an integrated 
society that did not give rise to Black 
Codes, the Ku Klux Klan, and Jim 
Crow.

We’ll never know, of course, be-
cause not one other large Virginia 
planter had the courage to follow 
Carter’s lead. Not only that, but 

most of his peers—and even some 
of his heirs—made it clear that they 
thoroughly disapproved of his de-
cision, and turned him into a social 
outcast instead of a person to be ad-
mired and emulated.

And because Carter was neither 
a writer nor a politician nor a man 
who sought attention and acclaim, 
he left no stirring explanations of 
what he had done or why he had 
done it. There was not then and is 
not now anything so inspiring as 
Patrick Henry’s “Give me liberty” or 
Thomas Jefferson’s “All men are cre-
ated equal” or James Madison’s “We 
the People.”

We have only Carter’s no-frills, 
functional, nuts-and-bolts Deed of 
Gift, which begins, “I have for some 
time past been convinced that to re-
tain [these human beings] in Slavery 
is contrary to the true Principles of 
Religion and Justice, and that there-
for [sic] it was my duty to manumit 
them.”

So much for Jefferson’s “wolf by 
the ears” analogy. Or even Washing-
ton’s freeing of his 125 slaves in his 
own will—but not until after Mar-
tha had gotten her lifetime’s use of 
their slave labor; they would be freed 
only upon her death. (She ended up 
freeing them before she died for fear 
that they might kill her in order to 
gain their freedom, but she did not 
free the scores of slaves she owned in 
her own right.)

We know very little about what 
became of the 452 men, women 
and children who were once Car-
ter’s property. Scattered widely over 
multiple properties owned and 
leased out by Carter, some of them 
were never told they’d been freed. 
Others were re-enslaved by hook or 
by crook. But many remained free, 
as did their children and children’s 
children down to the present day.

Only in recent decades have de-
scendants of both Carter and the 
slaves he freed organized the Carter 
Society, about which you can learn 
more at the Nomini Hall Slave Leg-
acy Project (http://nominihallslavel-
egacy.com/).

Meanwhile, especially in these 
times of Black Lives Matter, George 
Floyd, and “dog whistle politics,” 
remember that those Founding 
Fathers we revere, who enshrined 
slavery in the Constitution of the 
United States without ever using 
the word, could have chosen a dif-
ferent path. Instead, they chose to 
all-but-obliterate from history the 
man who took that path.

–=≈=–
W.D. Ehrhart holds a PhD in 

American Studies from the University 
of Wales at Swansea, and spent many 
years as a Master Teacher of History 
& English at the Haverford School for 
Boys.

–=≈=–

by Jim Hightower

Most people believe the Amer-
ican economy is being rigged 

by and for bankers, CEOs, and oth-
er superrich elites, because…well, 
because it is!

With their hired armies of law-
makers, lobbyists, lawyers, and the 
like, they fix the economic rules so 
even-more of society’s money and 
power flows uphill to them. Take 
corporate CEOs. While 2020 was 

somewhere between a downer and 
devastating for most people, the 
CEO class made out like bandits, 
with each of the three top paid cor-
porate honchos pocketing as much 
as a billion dollars in personal pay! 

Are they geniuses, or what? What. 
All three of their corporations end-
ed 2020 with big financial losses 
and declining value. So how can 
such mediocrity produce such lav-
ish rewards? Simple—rig the pay 
machine.

Today’s corporate system of set-
ting compensation for top executives 
is a flimflam disguised as a model of 
management rectitude. On its face, 
it sounds good—“Pay for perfor-
mance,” it’s called, meaning the 
CEO does well if the company does 
well. 

But who defines “doing well?” The 
scam at most major corporations is 
that the standard of corporate per-
formance that the chief must meet 
to quality for a huge payday is set by 

each corporation’s board of directors. 
Guess who they are? Common-
ly, board members are the CEO’s 
handpicked brothers-in-law, golf-
ing buddies, and corporate cronies. 
So, they set the bar for winning mul-
timillion-dollar executive paychecks 
so low that a sack of concrete could 
jump over it.

Well, insist these flimflammers, 
corporate shareholders are the ulti-
mate stopgap against CEO greed. 
These “owners” can just vote “no” on 

any executive pay they consider ex-
cessive. However, even “shareholder 
democracy” is rigged—corporate 
rules decree that votes by sharehold-
ers are merely “advisory,” meaning 
top executives can simply ignore 
them, grab the money, and run. This 
system is fixed…and we need to 
break it!
Copyright 2021 by Jim Hightower 
& Associates. Contact Melody Byrd 
(melody@jimhightower.com) for more 
information.
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2019—CNN: “Two men connected 
to Giuliani’s Ukraine efforts charged 
with funneling foreign money into 
[Donald Trump’s] U.S. election.”
2015—News reports say two 1976 
assassinations in Washington, D.C. 
were ordered by CIA-installed Chil-
ean dictator A. Pinochet, and covered 
up by the CIA and President Reagan.
2012—Donald Trump projects, ac-
cusing Barack Obama of “laundering 
money into his campaign from illegal 
online foreign donations.”
2002—The House votes to let Presi-
dents use the Pentagon as they please.
1991—Seven of New Hampshire’s 
largest banks, holding 25% of all 
deposits and 60% of all commercial 
loans, are closed by regulators.
1990—Coached by Hill & Knowlton, 
the Kuwaiti Ambassador’s daughter 
lies to Congress about incubators.
1973—Vice President Spiro “Ted” 
Agnew resigns in disgrace, pleading 
nolo to charges he dodged taxes on 
bribes and kickbacks.
1969—Richard Nixon puts his “mad-
man theory” into practice, ordering a 
gratuitous global nuclear alert.
1963—Atmospheric nuke tests are 
banned. Nuke use in war is still OK.
1963—Robert Kennedy caves to J. 
Edgar Hoover’s demands and OKs 
wiretaps on MLK’s phone.
1933—A Boeing 247 airliner is de-
stroyed by a bomb over Indiana. Seven 
passengers and three crew die in the 
first such act in history.

2006—Nine years after she was hit by 
a lampost knocked over by a Macy’s 
parade balloon, Kathleen Caronna’s 
Manhattan apartment burns after 
being struck by Yankees pitcher Cory 
Lidle’s Cirrus airplane.
2003—Red Sox pitcher Pedro Mar-
tinez, 33, gives Yankee coach Don 
Zimmer a shove, knocking the 72-
year old Zimmer to the ground.
2002—The U.S. Senate approves the 
error made yesterday by the House.
1991—Anita Hill testifies before 
Congress that she was sexually ha-
rassed by her former boss, Supreme 
Court Justice-to-be Clarence Thomas.
1973—Henry Kissinger tells Brent 
Scowcroft that President Nixon can’t 
take a call from the British Prime 
Minister because he’s too “loaded.”
1963—NSAM 263 lays out JFK’s 
(secret) plan: get out of Vietnam. Six 
weeks later he and his plan are dead.
1960—At the podium, in the UN, 
Nikita Khrushchev drives his point 
home with a shoe.
1954—The French driven out, the 
Viet Minh take over North Vietnam.
1945—Mao’s Red Army goes to war 
against Chiang Kai-Shek’s kleptocracy.
1937—Physicians warn the AMA 
that Massengil’s new miracle drug 
“Elixir Sulfanilamide” is causing their 
patients to die in agony.
1809—At Grinder’s Stand, a tavern, 
Meriwether Lewis cuts his wrists and 
shoots himself twice—according to 
the official version of events.

1984—Tory complacency ends in re 
repression in Northern Ireland; Pro-
vos bomb Maggie Thatcher’s hotel.
1972—A race riot aboard the U.S.S. 
Kitty Hawk injures 47.
1970—Lieut. William Calley is 
court-martialled for 102 murders.
1968—Navy nurse Susan Schnall 
drops anti-war leaflets from a plane 
onto five Bay-area military bases.
1964—JFK’s intimate friend Mary 
Pinchot Meyer is murdered under the 
murkiest of circumstances.
1964—Canadian John Watkins, sus-
pected of spying by CIA man James 
Jesus Angleton, is interrogated to 
death in a Montreal hotel. 
1961—The FBI launches a “Socialist 
Worker Disruption Program.”
1960—Otoya Yamaguchi, 17, a 
right-winger, runs a sword through 
Inejiro Asanuma, leader of the Social-
ists, during a televised debate.
1923—Thousands of Ku Klux Klans-
men hold a rally in Portland, Maine.
1920—Rev. J. Holmes is arrested in 
Mt. Vernon, N.Y, for publicly reading 
the Constitution without a permit.
1917—Passchendaele begins: 13,000 
Allied casualties, no advance.
1853—The GOP is founded in Ex-
eter, N.H.—or so say N.H. Repub-
licans. However, they have no proof. 
1492—A lost European begins op-
pressing native Americans.
1131—A black pig darts from a Paris 
dung heap and trips a horse, killing 
the rider: King Philip of France, 15. 

2004—Andrea Mackris sues her ex-
boss, Fox’s Bill O’Reilly, for making 
lewd phones calls. Two weeks later 
O’Reilly pays her $9M to shut up.
2004—George W.[MD] Bush claims 
during a televised debate, “Gosh, I 
don’t think I ever said I’m not worried 
about Osama bin Laden. That’s kind 
of one of those exaggerations,” direct-
ly contradicting his own statement 
of March 3, 2002 that he’s “not that 
much concerned about him.”
1991—A lie detector test suggests 
Anita Hill is telling the truth about 
Clarence Thomas.
1988—Experts call the Shroud of Tu-
rin a 13th century fake.
1972—Seventy-five years after the 
land for it was allocated, the Burns 
Paiute Indian reservation in Oregon 
is created.
1972—A plane carrying a Uruguayan 
rugby team crashes high in the Andes, 
leading to culinary improvisation.
1967—Two Marines die and 21 are 
wounded when a Marine pilot acci-
dentally bombs them at Con Thien.
1925—Birth of Lenny Bruce.
1812—U.S. Gen. Van Rensselaer 
sends his regulars across the Canadi-
an border. Those who aren’t shot are 
forced to surrender. A troop of U.S. 
militia then refuses orders to invade.
1660—Major General Thomas Har-
rison goes to his hanging, drawing, 
and quartering “looking as cheerful as 
any man could do in that condition,”
according to diarist Samuel Pepys.

2018—RIP, Emilio V. Maddaloni.
2011—Weeks after a U.S. drone 
smites his dad, a U.S. citizen in Ye-
men, Abdulrahman Anwar al-Awla-
ki, also a U.S. citizen, meets the same 
fate. Neither got a trial.
2001—Delta Flight 458 is diverted to 
Charlotte after two praying Orthodox 
Jews are mistaken for terrorists.
1984—Having fired talk show barker 
Morton Downey Jr., KFBK in Sac-
ramento replaces him with someone 
even worse: Rush Limbaugh.
1968—The Pentagon orders 24,000 
troops back to Vietnam for an invol-
untary second tour.
1968—At the Presidio stockade, 27 
soldiers are arrested for mutiny.
1962—A U-2 over Cuba detects bal-
listic missile sites being built.
1947—Broken ribs be damned: Chuck 
Yeager breaks the sound barrier.
1943—Prisoners of Sobibor revolt, 
killing officers and guards. Half the 
600 prisoners escape under fire.
1919—Forbidden by their boss to 
discuss their pay at Vanity Fair, Rob-
ert Benchley and Dorothy Parker don 
signs stating their salaries.
1914—Its captain whoring ashore, its 
crew below with girls of their own, the 
Russian cruiser Zhemchug is sunk in 
Penang harbor by a German cruiser.
1912—William Schranck, who lat-
er says, “any man looking for a third 
term ought to be shot,” plugs Teddy 
Roosevelt in the chest. TR, though 
bleeding, delivers his speech.

2008—The Dow loses 7.8 percent of 
its value in its 2nd worst day ever.
2004—Jon Stewart appears on 
CNN’s “Crossfire” and begs Tucker 
Carlson to “stop hurting America.” 
Less than 90 days later CNN an-
nounces the show is over.
1997—On Nevada’s Black Rock Des-
ert, RAF pilot Andy Green breaks the 
sound barrier in a jet-driven, 110,000 
horsepower car.
1969—In the U.S., two million march 
in the first Vietnam Moratorium. One 
demo in Boston draws 100,000.
1966—In Oakland, Huey P. Newton 
and Bobby Seale form the Black Pan-
ther Party for Self-Defense.
1965—David Miller becomes the first 
American to publicly burn his draft 
card in Vietnam War protest.
1963—The FBI issues a racist “report” 
claiming commies were influencing 
Martin Luther King, Jr. It’s all lies.
1959—A nuke-laden B-52 and a 
fuel-laden KC-135 collide over Ken-
tucky, but America’s luck holds.
1923—The Senate begins investigat-
ing Albert Fall, the Republican Inte-
rior Secretary who suddenly became 
prosperous after leasing the Navy’s 
Teapot Dome oilfield to a friend.
1910—Melvin Vaniman, aboard the 
airship America, transmits the first in-
flight radio message: “Roy, come and 
get this goddamn cat.”
1883—The Supreme Court guts the 
Civil Rights Act of 1875, ushering in 
the era of the Jim Crow South.

2002—George W.[MD] Bush signs 
the law he demanded giving him per-
mission to start an unprovoked war.
1973—Fred and Donald Trump 
are sued by the Justice Dept. for dis-
criminating against minority renters. 
Their lawyer, Roy Cohn, countersues, 
claiming the victims are the Trumps.
1973—Henry Kissinger gets the No-
bel Peace Prize; Tom Lehrer declares 
political satire obsolete.
1972—Majority Leader Hale Boggs 
[D-La.], Rep. Nick Begich [D-Alas-
ka], aide R. Brown, and pilot D. Jonz 
vanish while flying over Alaska.
1968—Tommie Smith and John Car-
los, Mexico City Olympic winners, 
raise fists in the Black Power salute.
1962—At breakfast, President John F. 
Kennedy finds he’s got a Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis on his plate.
1946—Inept Army MSgt. John C. 
Woods hangs ten Nazis at Nurem-
berg. Heads bash the trap; two choke 
for 14 minutes, Ribbentrop for 24.
1920—In N.Y.C., 30,000 Great War 
vets march, demanding a bonus.
1859—John Brown and 18 others, 
both Black and white, capture the fed-
eral arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Va. 
1814—Ruptured vats in a London 
brewery release 323,346 gallons of 
beer. Many guzzle, seven drown.
1715—Daniel Fowle is baptized at 
First Church in Boston.
1660—John Cooke, King Charles I’s 
prosecutor (treason, 1649), is drawn 
and quartered under Charles II.

2004—In game four of the ALCS, 
9th inning, Dave Roberts steals 2nd, 
then scores on Bill Mueller’s single.
1999—Lissa Roche commits suicide 
after confessing she had a 19-year 
affair with her father-in-law, George 
Roche III, the president of Hillsdale 
College, “the most conservative col-
lege in America.”
1973—OPEC turns off the oil tap.
1967—Lt. Col. Terry Allen Jr. leads 
two companies of the 28th Infantry, 
outnumbered 10 to 1, into a VC am-
bush at Ong Thanh. Casualties exceed 
92 percent, 64 are KIA. The U.S. 
Army calls the catastrophe a victory.
1960—The sit-in movement pays off 
big: several chain stores with locations 
in 10 southern states desegregate 150 
lunch counters in 112 cities.
1956—“The only way to win the next 
World War,” says Ike, “is to prevent it.”
1927—Oil mogul Harry F. Sinclair 
goes on trial over Teapot Dome. Two 
weeks later it’s revealed he’s hired de-
tectives to shadow each juror.
1894—On orders from Ohio Na-
tional Guard Col. Alonzo B. Coit, 
Guardsmen fire out, through the 
closed doors of the Fayette Coun-
ty Court House, at a mob intent on 
lynching a Black man accused of rape. 
Five die, 20 are wounded; the bul-
let-riddled doors remain in place.
1777—Burgoyne, undone by Bene-
dict Arnold at Bemis Heights, surren-
ders at Saratoga; the victory inspires 
the French to back the Americans. 

2017—Diaper-wearing members of 
right-wing Turning Point USA won-
der why the point of their protest at 
Kent State is being ignored.
2017—U.S. President Donald Trump 
signs a check for $35,000 to repay his 
lawyer for buying the silence of a porn 
star with whom he had an affair.
2014—Thousands of college-age cre-
tins, urged on by social media compa-
ny Finnarage, set fires, throw billiard 
balls, and overturn cars, putting an 
end to the Keene Pumpkin Festival.
2011—Ohioan Terry Thompson re-
leases his menagerie of 56 exotic an-
imals, including lions, leopards, and 
tigers, then kills himself.
2003—The president of Bolivia is 
driven out of office (and country) by 
disgruntled peasants tired of being 
sold out to international capitalists. 
1979—“The standard of living of the 
average American has to decline,” says 
well-fed Fed Chair Paul Volcker.
1898—The U.S. colonizes Puerto 
Rico — benevolently, of course.
1891—As 12 Omaha, Neb. cops look 
on, a mob of 1,000 lynches Joe Coe, a 
married Black man with two children.
1766—During a poor harvest, with 
food prices rising, Nottingham’s 
Goose Fair devolves into a riot after 
“rude lads” prevent Lincolnshire mer-
chants from carting off local goods. 
Attempting to restore order, the May-
or is laid low by a rolling cheese wheel.
1648—Boston shoemakers form 
America’s first labor organization.

2005—Sen. Judd Gregg (R-N.H.) 
wins $853,492 in the Powerball lot-
tery. A dying woman whose real es-
tate deposit he has refused to return 
receives exactly none of it.
2005—Saddam Hussein goes on trial 
in Baghdad for crimes against human-
ity and Bushes.
2000—George W.[MD] Bush says 
at the Al Smith Dinner, “This is an 
impressive crowd, the haves and the 
have-mores. Some people call you the 
elite. I call you my base.”
1998—Shortly before his likely 
re-election, Tennessee Senator Tom-
my Burks [D] is murdered by his 
middle-name-changing opponent, 
Byron Low Tax Looper [R].
1987—Computers say stocks are too 
damn high—the Dow drops 22 pct.
1982—Automaker J. DeLorean is ar-
rested with 59 lbs. of coke.
1972—Philippine police shoot and 
kill Kinshichi Kozuka, Japan’s penul-
timate WW II holdout.
1969—Bribe-accepting Veep Spiro 
“Ted” Agnew denounces “an effete 
corps of impudent snobs who charac-
terize themselves as intellectuals.”
1936—Watertown, Mass. becomes 
the first town to fingerprint its high 
school students.
1935—At the AFL convention in 
Atlantic City, UBC boss “Big Bill” 
Hutcheson calls UMW chief John 
L. Lewis a “bastard.” Lewis leaps on-
stage, punches “Big Bill” in the face, 
re-lights his cigar, and sits back down.

2011—Brotherly Leader Muammar 
Ghadaffi is rather unceremoniously 
dispatched by Libyan rebels.
2005—Sen. Judd Gregg (R-N.H.) 
nixes an increase in Federal home 
heating aid for the poor.
1990—In 22 cities, Americans protest 
the impending Gulf War.
1983—Reagan inks the Conn. Indi-
an Land Claims Settlement Act rec-
ognizing the Mashantucket Pequots.
1973—After A.G. Eliot Richardson 
and Deputy A.G. William Ruck-
elshaus refuse on principle to comply 
with President Nixon’s order to fire 
Special Prosecuter Archibald Cox, 
Solicitor General Robert Bork, who is 
not so encumbered, complies.
1967—Roger Patterson and Robert 
Gimlin shoot 24 feet of film purport-
ing to show a Sasquatch walking along 
a streambed in northern California.
1947—HUAC opens hearings on 
commie influence in Hollywood; two 
big rats: R. Reagan & W. Disney.
1944—Two natural gas tanks explode 
in Cleveland with 1/6th of the force of 
the Hiroshima bomb, killing 130. 
1935—The Red Army’s 6,000 mile 
“Long March” ends in Shanxi.
1930—William Kogut, while incar-
cerated on Death Row at San Quen-
tin, kills himself with a pipe bomb 
made from playing cards.
1842—Commodore Thomas Jones, 
U.S.N., attacks Monterey in the mis-
taken belief that the U.S. is at war with 
Mexico. He then apologizes.

1975—In the 12th inning, New 
Hampshire’s own Carlton Fisk waves 
the ball fair, and the Red Sox win 
Game 6 of the World Series.
1967—Yippies, Diggers, & Hippies 
try but fail to levitate the Pentagon.
1966—A mountain of mine waste 
collapses onto a school in Wales, kill-
ing 28 adults and 116 children.
1965—Lyndon Johnson flashes his 
gall bladder scar for photographers.
1957—Special Forces Capt. Harry 
Cramer becomes the 2nd American 
killed by hostile action in Vietnam. 
His death is falsely listed as accidental.
1954—Indiana’s Boxing Commission 
says boxers and wrestlers must swear 
an oath they’re not Commies before 
they can fight in the Hoosier State.
1874—Birth of Charles Ives.
1861—Colonel Edward D. Baker, 
leading his brigade at the Battle of 
Ball’s Bluff, becomes the first and last 
U.S. Senator (R-Ore.) killed in battle.
1837—Osceola and 81 other Semi-
noles are captured and imprisoned at 
Ft. Payton, Fla. by U.S. troops using a 
false flag of truce.
1835—William Lloyd Garrison is 
paraded through the streets of Boston 
with a rope around his neck for saying 
“all men are created equal.”
1797—After two failures, the U.S.S. 
Constitution is launched in Boston.
1556—Poet, playwright, satirist, and 
blackmailer Pietro Aretino—“the 
Scourge of Princes”—laughs himself 
to death in Venice.

1987—At Yoken’s, noted buffoon 
Donald Trump speaks before a credu-
lous Portsmouth Rotary Club.
1979—With an OK from Jimmy Car-
ter, the Shah of Iran enters the U.S. for 
medical treatment, triggering chaos.
1968—To improve the odds of his 
re-election, Richard Nixon tells H.R. 
Haldeman to “monkey wrench” nego-
tiations to end the Vietnam War.
1967—KGB agent Manfred Ram-
minger steals a Sidewinder missile 
from Neuburg AFB, takes it off-base 
in a wheelbarrow, drives away with it 
sticking out the back of his Mercedes, 
and mails it, dismantled, to Moscow.
1963—Fed up with accurate report-
ing, JFK asks “Punch” Sulzberger to 
assign Times’ David Halberstam any-
where but Vietnam. It doesn’t work.
1962—SAC goes to DEFCON 2 as 
JFK blockades Cuba. 
1946—Despite a confession, a white 
jury in Mississippi finds five white 
men not guilty of beating Leon 
McAttee, who’s Black, to death.
1913—A dynamite blast, detonated in 
violation of safety rules, kills 265 at a 
Phelps Dodge mine in Dawson, N.M.
1909—A judge tells striking female 
garment workers in New York, “You 
are on strike against God.”
1868—James M. Hinds [R-Mo.] is 
shotgunned in the back, becoming the 
U.S.’s first assassinated Congressman. 
No charges are filed against the killer, 
George Clark, Secretary of the Mon-
roe County Democratic Party.

2015—James Comey says criticism 
of the police is responsible for the rise 
of violent crime in cities. He offers no 
evidence for this assertion.
2015—Senator Ted Cruz [R-Texas] 
warns “one more liberal justice and 
they begin sandblasting and bulldoz-
ing veterans memorials.” 
2013—Chancellor Angela Merkel 
calls the White House to complain 
about the NSA tapping her phone.
2001—Rep. James Sensenbrenner 
(R-Wisc.) introduces the senseless 
PATRIOT Act, & Justice official 
James Yoo writes a memo saying the 
President need not obey the law.
1998—Life being sacred, anti-abor-
tion fanatic James C. Kopp murders 
Dr. Barnett Slepian in Amherst, N.Y.
1987—Robert Bork gets Borked.
1983—Suicide bombers kill 241 U.S. 
Marines and sailors in Lebanon, on 
Ronald Reagan’s watch.
1962—With SAC at DEFCON 
2, JFK and aides debate whether to 
bomb Cuban SAM sites if any U.S. 
planes are shot down.
1955—In a South Vietnamese refer-
endum with 108% participation, Ngo 
Dinh Diem wins with 98.9%.
1954—Bypassing the French, Pres. 
Eisenhower authorizes direct U.S. aid 
to South Vietnam. It doesn’t help.
1775—The Continental Congress 
bars Blacks from the Army.
425—Valentinian III, six, becomes 
Emperor of the Western Roman Em-
pire, which takes 30 years to fall.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“With all thine offerings 
thou shalt offer salt.”

- Moses

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com
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Electric
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Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
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