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The Fortnightly Rant

Strangely Predictable
The Union Leader* revealed on 

Sunday that its former pub-
lisher William Loeb sexually abused 
his daughter and his step-daughter. 
Ordinarily we try to avoid clichés, 
but this is a special occasion: yes, we 
are shocked, but no, we are not sur-
prised.

Readers under a certain age may 
not appreciate the magnitude of 
this revelation. In recent decades 
the statewide daily has been but a 
shadow of its former self. For more 
than thirty years, though, beginning 
in 1946, the Union Leader was New 
Hampshire’s Pravda and Bill Loeb 
was its Stalin. His vitriolic editorials 
ran on the front page, thundering 
against anyone who dared to devi-
ate from his party line. Democratic 
politicians could perhaps afford to 
criticize Loeb, but few of them had 
any power. Republicans generally 
held their tongues. 

For a sense of his journalistic style, 
let us turn to a 1971 profile of Loeb 
in the New York Times. The follow-
ing message, addressed to those tak-
ing part in the Moratorium To End 
The War In Vietnam, ran across the 
top of the front page on October 15, 
1969, much of it in lurid red ink: 

“ATTENTION ALL PEACE 
MARCHERS: Hippies, Yippies, 
Beatniks, Peaceniks, yellow-bellies, 
traitors. Commies, and their agents 
and dupes—HELP KEEP OUR 
CITY CLEAN! . . Just By Staying 
Out of It!—The Editors.”

For the record, the hyper-patriot-
ic Loeb was also a chickenhawk. He 
dodged the draft for WW II—the 
“Good” War—by aggravating a sup-

posed ulcer with copious amounts of 
alcohol. His cowardice did not re-
flect, though, any principled objec-
tion to violence. He reportedly once 
shot the office cat with a semi-au-
tomatic pistol habitually kept on his 
person.

Loeb lifted the paper’s motto 
from Daniel Webster: “There is 
nothing so powerful as truth.” It’s a 
partial quote, actually. Webster went 
on to say, “…and often nothing so 
strange.” The only thing strang-
er than Loeb himself—see Kevin 
Cash’s 1975 biography, Who the Hell 
IS William Loeb? for that—is how 
such a monster could dominate this 
state for so long. 

Because, to a large extent, he 
still does. When Governor Chris 
Sununu jabbers on about “The New 
Hampshire Advantage,” he’s refer-
ring primarily to our regressive tax 
structure. It was set in stone—gran-
ite, of course—by Loeb and his cro-
ny, Governor Meldrim Thomson: 
no broad-based taxes, period, and 
especially no income tax. Obviously 
any putative advantage goes solely to 
the wealthy. 

Now, like the name of some dis-
credited pharaoh being chiseled 
into oblivion, Loeb’s name has been 
stripped from the Union Leader’s 
masthead.†

Sunday’s Union Leader bombshell 
triggered in us a case of déjà vu. 

In May, 2001, the Union Leader’s 
then-publisher Joe McQuaid ran 
his second-best piece of journalism 
ever,‡ blowing the whistle on his 

own father, Union Leader editor B.J. 
McQuaid; his grandfather, Com-
missioner of Motor Vehicles John 
F. Griffin; and U.S. Senator Styles 
Bridges—said to have been the most 
powerful political figure ever to rep-
resent New Hampshire in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“Dead End,” ran the first big 
headline, “Whose car killed Della 
Call in 1936? Rumors point to high 
places in Concord.” The short ver-
sion is this: Bridges, the Governor of 
New Hampshire and Senator-elect, 
was at the wheel of a car on No-
vember 12, 1936 when Della Call 
was killed and another woman was 
injured in a hit-and-run accident in 
Chichester. Griffin and McQuaid 
helped cover up the crime. 

For those who scoff at “conspiracy 
theories,” here’s the math: this one 
involved dozens of people, kept the 
truth hidden for 65 years, and was 
not exposed until all the guilty par-
ties were long dead. 

Not that exposure matters all 

that much when you’re a right wing 
muckety-muck with the stature of 
Loeb or Bridges. McQuaid’s 2001 
article was promptly forgotten. If 
not for our file copy, retrieved from 
the New Hampshire Historical So-
ciety, we’d wonder if we imagined 
the whole thing.

Eleven years later there was some 
talk about stripping Bridges’ name 
from a stretch of I-95 and the New 
Hampshire Governor’s mansion. It 
was spurred by a 2012 New York-
er article which briefly noted that 
Bridges, an ally of Joe McCarthy, 
had blackmailed Senator Lester 
Hunt [D-Wyo.]. Retire, Bridges 
said, or you’ll see your son’s arrest for 
homosexual behavior written up in 
the papers. Hunt shot himself in his 
Senate office. 

To this day, though, Bridges’ name 
remains on the highway, and on the 
Governor’s mansion—which, in 
another ignored scandal, he almost 
certainly bought with under-the-ta-
ble cash from the China Lobby.

Modern-day conservatism is 
remarkably paradoxical. While it 
claims to be clear-cut, straightfor-
ward, and unbending, in fact it turns 
out to be as flexible as a sideshow 
gymnast. 

So what if the public supports 
abortion rights by a margin of two 
to one? Forget all that blather you 
heard about “settled law” at con-
firmation hearings. Five Supreme 
Court justices—all appointed by 
presidents who lost the popular 
vote—have decided the people are 
wrong. They’re ready to throw out 
Roe v. Wade.

Meanwhile our Hereditary Gov-
ernor Chris Sununu calls himself 
“pro-choice…[and] committed 
to upholding Roe v. Wade.” Last 
year, though, he signed the state’s 
first-ever ban on second-trimester 
abortions.

The law also requires minors 
made pregnant through incest to 
notify a parent or guardian before 
getting an abortion.

Well—we sure are glad that’s 
finally over.

The Covid-19 pandemic, a once-
in-a-century pain in the butt, has 
finally ended. Everyone is free to 
roam around, inhaling and exhaling 
at will. Within the next fortnight 
the acknowledged U.S. death toll is 
going to top one million, but never 
mind all that depressing stuff—it’s 
morning in America, again!

At least, so it seems. New Hamp-
shire closed its testing clinics in 
March, just as winter was beginning 
to let up. Portsmouth’s iconic brick 
sidewalks are clogged with tourists 
from all over hell and gone. Some 
of them fly here, spending hours 
in a metal tube, sharing the air, un-
masked, with who knows who.

There used to be a CDC mandate 
requiring air travelers to mask up. 
Certain individuals, though, decided 

that masks were the perfect litmus 
test for our never-ending culture 
war.

Last month Katherine Mizelle—
the youngest Federal judge on the 
bench, appointed by a traitor and 
confirmed by a lame duck Senate 
despite a “not qualified” rating from 
the American Bar Association—
overruled the CDC and threw out 
the mandate.

The CDC was empowered in 
1944 to issue regulations regarding 
“sanitation” in order to combat in-
fectuous diseases. Mizelle decided 
that the law’s wording restricted the 
CDC’s authority to “measures that 
clean something.”

“Wearing a mask cleans nothing. 
At most, it traps virus droplets. But it 
neither ‘sanitizes’ the person wearing 
the mask nor ‘sanitizes’ the convey-
ance.”

No, it just prevents the air inside 
the conveyance from becoming con-
taminated with a potentially-fatal 
virus, that’s all. 

For a more learned rebuttal of 
Mizelle’s rash ruling, let us turn to 
Steven Lubet, a Professor of Law 
at Northwestern, who dissected the 
flimsiness of Mizelle’s argument in 
The Hill.

“[Mizelle] cited the 1948 Funk & 
Wagnall’s Dictionary (‘the removal 
and neutralization of elements inju-
rious to health’) and the 1942 Web-
ster’s New International Dictionary 
(‘rendering sanitary’), declaring that 
she had to choose one or the other.

“In fact, Mizelle strategically 
skipped even likelier, more compre-
hensive definitions from the very 
sources she cited. The full defini-
tion in the 1942 Webster’s Dictionary 
is ‘a rendering sanitary; science of 

sanitary conditions; use of sanitary 
measures,’ with no restriction to 
cleaning.”

Blatant dishonesty? Or mere in-
competence? Alas, that’s the peren-
nial question of our era. 

No matter, though. By the time 
the courts knock down Mizelle’s 
ruling, the latest Covid variant will 
have had plenty of time to knock 
down a few thousand more hapless 
Americans.

By the way, did we mention—not 
that it’s at all relevant—that Kath-
erine Mizelle’s husband is Chad 
Mizelle, formerly an assistant coun-
sel to Dolt #45, and since January an 
employee at Affinity Partners? 

Affinity is Jared Kushner’s “in-
vestment firm,” which recently land-
ed $2 billion from the Saudis.

Affinity for what? Bone saws and 
dirty money, one supposes.

Montpelier Governing Board Tries
Disenfranchising Black Descendants

As everyone knows, or used to know, 
Montpelier is the name of the grand 
Virginia estate which was once the 
home of James Madison. Civics cur-
rently being in such a parlous state, 
we’ll note as well that Madison was 
the Fourth President of these States 
which, out of sheer momentum, we 
still insist on calling United.

Montpelier was a plantation, an 
agricultural enterprise operating ac-
cording to the market principles in 
effect at that time—which is to say, 
nearly all the hard work was done by 
people who were enslaved. It’s esti-
mated that between five and seven 
generations were held in bondage by 
the Madisons at Montpelier, about 

‡ The best was an editorial published May 
14, 2015, which read, in its entirety, “Frank 
Guinta is a damned liar.”

* Once a week, to be even more annoy-
ing, the Union Leader calls itself the New 
Hampshire Sunday News. Having gone to 
the trouble of pointing this out, we’ll ignore 
this classic distinction without a difference 
and refer to both papers as the Union Lead-
er—despite the fact that both these exposés 
originally appeared on Sundays.

† We denounce this cowardly, ahistor-
ic—indeed, Stalinistic—maneuver. Should 
we remove the name of Daniel Fowle, our 
Founder, from our masthead for his en-
slavement of Primus X? Only by confront-
ing the past honestly can we hope to move 
forward.
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100 at any given time.
Montpelier’s last private own-

er was Marion duPont Scott, 
great-granddaughter of the gun-
powder tycoon Eleuthère Irénée du 
Pont. It now belongs to the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, and 
is managed by a Board of Directors. 

Last June the Board announced 
that it would “share authority equal-
ly with descendants of people who 
were once enslaved there,” as the 
Washington Post put it.

In late March, though, the Board 
reneged, rewriting its bylaws to take 
away the ability of the Montpelier 
Descendants Committee [MDC] 
to name members to the Board.

According to a March 25th article 
in the Washington Post, a “majority of 
the site’s roughly 40 full-time em-
ployees wrote an unsigned resolu-
tion urging the board not to approve 
the change….

“The employees supplied their 
names to The Washington Post but 
most asked that they not be pub-
lished for fear of retaliation.” 

At that time the National Trust 

“wrote [Board chair Gene] Hick-
ok,” according to the Post, “and urged 
him ‘in the strongest possible terms’ 
not to go ahead with changing the 
bylaws.” Last Thursday the Trust 
went further, releasing a statement 
supporting the “esteemed slate of 
recommended nominees” of the 
MDC.

In a rare instance of racial justice 
apparently prevailing, the Board an-
nounced on Monday that it would 
“approve the new MDC candidates 
at its May 16 meeting,” according to 
the Orange County [Virginia] Re-
view.

–=≈=–
Who Bankrolled Ginni Thomas

as She Sought to Overthrow
the 2020 Presidential Election?
And who funded the $1.5
million ad buy attacking

Ketanji Brown Jackson and
promoting Justice Thomas?

by Lisa Graves
On Tuesday of this week, Senator 

Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) is 
chairing a subcommittee hearing for 
the U.S. Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee on judicial ethics and transparen-
cy. This interrogation of the outside 
forces undermining the fairness of 

the U.S. Supreme Court is sorely 
needed. Respect for the Supreme 
Court has nose-dived, according to 
a 2022 Pew poll, with the share of 
Americans who see the Court in a 
favorable light reaching the lowest 
level in nearly four decades. Just 
16 percent of Americans surveyed 
believe the justices do a good job 
keeping politics out of their deci-
sion-making.

The extremism and extreme par-
tisanship of the right-wing faction 
dominating the Court has been laid 
bare by the cases they hand-picked 
out of thousands to rule on this 
term, which may result in radically 
reactionary edicts that overturn Roe 
v. Wade, gut the EPA, and push re-
ligion further into public schools. 
Such declarations by the Court that 
Donald Trump packed with the 
help of dark money would be stark-
ly at odds with long-standing legal 
precedents and the views of most 

Americans.
The expanding scandal surround-

ing Justice Clarence Thomas and his 
wife Ginni have deepened the crisis 
engulfing John Roberts’ Court.

One component of the way dark 
money continues to pervert the 
Court occurred just last month.

A curious thing happened during 
the wrangling over Judge Ketanji 
Brown Jackson’s Supreme Court 
nomination: a secretly-funded $1.5 
million ad launched, focused on…
Justice Clarence Thomas. It used 
Judge Jackson as a hook to promote 
a fawning biopic on Thomas.

Just one day later, the Washington 
Post and CBS broke the news that 
Thomas’s wife, Ginni, had repeat-
edly texted Trump’s Chief of Staff, 
Mark Meadows, to overturn the 
2020 presidential election. She even 
told Meadows which lawyer should 
lead the fight, namely conspiracy 
theorist Sidney Powell.

As public outcry over the ac-
tions of the spouse of a Supreme 
Court justice was about to explode, 
the ad was unveiled, polishing her 
husband’s image. That’s crisis man-
agement 101, and it amounts to a 
massive gift to the Thomases.

The front group behind the ad 
calls itself the Judicial Crisis Net-
work ( JCN), but who wrote the 
check?

JCN is no impartial party. It’s the 
signature group of the Thomases’ 
long-time ally, Leonard Leo, who 
sits at the center of a court capture 
network that spent millions in dark 
money to put three new allies for 
Clarence Thomas on the Court: Jus-
tices Coney Barrett, Kavanaugh, and 
Gorsuch.

In 2019, the Washington Post re-
ported Leo had raised $250 mil-
lion since 2014, which True North 
Research updated to nearly $600 
million, not including recent funds 

Last November the Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire installed a 
new bronze plaque in this little park at the corner of Church and Porter 
streets. Now a part of BHTNH’s Self-Guided Tour of Portsmouth, the 
plaque honors Pomp and Candace Spring. In addition to supplying the 
town with bread and other baked goods, the couple are thought to have 
played a role in the Underground Railroad.

TICKETS & INFO: TheMusicHall.org • 603.436.2400 
28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, NH

�/MusicHall   �@MusicHall   �/MusicHallNH

LEGENDARY ACTS IN 
AN INTIMATE THEATER
Concerts, Comics, Cinema, & Celebrated Authors

The Fechheimer Building, one of the fin-
est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port-
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows 
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a 
subscription to this newspaper.

Sometimes Old is Good
Resident ADL Assistant

Vintage Hill, LLC is seeking per 
diem weekend help for all aspects 
of keeping a home (preparing and 
serving meals, medication super-
vision, hygiene support, house-
keeping and laundry). Looking for 
a compassionate individual with 
strong organizational skills (par-
ticularly in the kitchen), a heart for 
serving the elderly and the ability 
to work independently. Pay de-
pends on experience, in addition 
to a $4.00/hour weekend differen-
tial. To apply, download application 
on our website (www.vintagehill.
net) and return by e-mail (vintage-
hill@metrocast.net) or drop off at 
10 Berry Avenue, Pittsfield.
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raised to oppose Judge Jackson.
Ginni praised Leo when she gave 

him an award she created a few years 
ago:

“I also love…Leonard Leo. [He] 
has single-handedly changed the 
face of the judiciary under the aus-
pices of…the Federalist Society…
He has many hats, that isn’t even all 
he does. He doesn’t really tell all that 
he does, but I know enough to know 
the man is a force of nature.”

Like Leo, Ginni Thomas also 
wears many hats. As journalist Jane 
Mayer detailed in The New Yorker, 
Ginni has been in the thick of high-
ly political activities, including paid 
consulting for FedUp PAC, backing 
Roy Moore’s 2017 Senate bid, and 
Frank Gaffney’s anti-Muslim group, 
Center for Security Policy, which 
has participated in Supreme Court 
litigation from which Justice Thom-
as did not recuse himself.

New revelations show Ginni 
Thomas wore another hat: trying to 
dictate whom the Trump adminis-
tration hired.

With each new revelation, new 
questions arise. Who was paying 

Thomas’s consulting fees when she 
sought to install people who fit her 
political agenda—and purge those 
who did not—in the White House?

Did Thomas receive any consult-
ing payments while she demanded 
the White House stop counting 
Americans’ votes in exchanges with 
Meadows in November 2020. Was 
she acting on behalf of a client or 
in concert with other groups or 
funders?

Notably, weeks of communica-
tions between Ginni and Meadows 
remain missing. We do know she 
promoted and attended the event on 
the Mall that launched the bloody 
insurrection, but we are entirely 
in the dark about who was paying 
Thomas at the time.

Nor do we have any understand-
ing of who Thomas was working 
for when her husband was the sole 
Justice to vote against ordering 
Trump to disclose White House 
materials related to January 6th to 
Congress—materials that include 
communications by his wife.

The financial disclosure filed by 
Justice Thomas does not reveal how 

A sunny Sunday saw another diverse afternoon of self-expression in Mar-
ket Square. Ukrainian flags, perhaps a dozen of them, constituted the mid-
dle of the bell-shaped curve. On the far left, as viewed from across the 
street, was a lone outrider on the political far right. His red, white, and 
blue signs asserted that the President is demented, called the Vice President 
a whore, and said “God bless Ivanka Trump.” Meanwhile, a black-clad 
masked man in an “Antifa All Stars” shirt held a black and red flag bearing 
a snake and the slogan, “We Will Tread Where There Is Inequality.”

much Ginni was paid in recent years, 
let alone the identities of her biggest 
clients or their funders. That’s outra-
geous and demonstrates that disclo-
sure rules must be reformed.

We the People have a moral right 
to know who is feathering the nest 
of a Justice sitting in judgment of 
cases that reach the Supreme Court. 
We have a right to know if they have 
cases before the Court or are fund-
ing groups trying to reverse legal 
precedents and people’s rights.

The American people also have a 
right to know who bankrolled the 
PR campaign to promote Justice 
Thomas as the controversy over 
Ginni’s activities became public.

From the little that we know al-
ready, however, one thing is clear: 
Justice Thomas should resign; his 
wife sought to subvert our very de-
mocracy.

If he does not, Chief Justice John 
Roberts should insist that Thomas 
retire—immediately—rather than 
let this corruption continue to tar 
the Court.

The House should initiate Thom-

as’ impeachment. The January 6th 
Committee should hold Ginni 
Thomas to account if she refuses to 
turn over the complete records.

Finally, Congress must pass the 
DISCLOSE Act and AMIC-
US Act, as Senators Whitehouse, 
Bloom, and others have implored, in 
order to prevent something like this 
from ever happening again.

Americans deserve a fair and hon-
est Supreme Court, above reproach 
and devoted to the highest standard 
of ethics—rather than the lowest of 
the low with Clarence Thomas on 
the bench.

–=≈=–
Lisa Graves is executive director of 
True North Research. Previously, she 
was Deputy Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral at the U.S. Department of Justice 
in the Office of Legal Policy/Policy De-
velopment and served as Chief Coun-
sel for Nominations for the U.S. Senate 
Judiciary Committee for Senator Pat-
rick Leahy. This work is licensed under 
Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 
3.0). Feel free to republish and share 
widely.

Yes, Time Does Fly—We Checked
It has now been 23 years since we re-
sumed regularly-scheduled publica-
tion, here in the town of our found-
ing. Consulting TimeAndDate.com, 
we see that from Saturday, May 1, 
1999 to today is 1201 weeks. That 
odd number is the result of a hiccup 
back in the mid-oughts: a hard drive 
failed just a day or two before our 
press deadline; that edition ate up 
three weeks instead of two.

Rounding down to 1,200 weeks 
would make this our 600th consec-
utive more-or-less regularly sched-
uled issue under the current alleged 
management. 

But—26 issues a year x 23 years 
only comes up with 598. Frank-
ly we’re baffled, but of this we are 
sure: we are forever indebted to the 
stalwart volunteers, past and pres-
ent, whose names have graced our 
masthead. We are likewise grateful 
to our advertisers—bold enough to 
link their fortunes, such as they are, 
with ours. And, last but never least, 
we extend our thanks to our readers, 
without whom we are nothing.

“If I had to lay bets, my bet would be that
everything is going to go to hell, but, you know, 

what else have we got except hope?”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

– Richard Rorty (1931–2007)
American philosopher

“This is the nature of war: it turns us 
into enemies. People who have never 

met kill each other out of fear.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Thich Nhat Hanh (1926-2022)
from Creating True Peace

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

john@wordpraxis.com

“It is curious that nearly all the great fortunes are made
by turning beautiful things into ugly ones.”

– Edith Nesbit

A Constantly-Changing Selection 
of

New & Used Books
in both

Hard Cover & Paperback
Your Coffee, Ice Cream, Children 

& Pets Are All Welcome

Store Hours
Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun:  10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

The New Hampshire Gazette is the most 
economical advertising medium on the Seacoast. 

This space is available for just forty dollars.  
To learn more, call (603) 433-9898,  

or email editors@nhgazette.com.

Wheelabrator
is currently looking for a 

Corporate Sales Director at our 
Portsmouth, NH location. Must 
have a B. S. in Finance, Bus. 
Admin. or similar (will accept 

edu./exp. and/or foreign
equivalent) and 5 yrs. exp. 

Email applications to:
espeiser@wtienergy.com

Mike Dater’s
cartoon originals

and other drawings by

the New Hampshire Gazette’s

very own

starving artiste

www.MikeDater.com

The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, May 6, 2022 — Page 3



Rupert’s Raiders
To the Editor:

Why the lovefest between Fox’s 
propaganda mill and Putin’s Russia?

Some suggest it’s coerced because 
Putin has “the goods” on Murdoch, 
compliments of ex-wife Wendi Deng. 
Other say the family is protecting a 
heavy investment in Russia’s adver-
tising market. A few even suggest it 
might be payback for an FBI probe 
into the family’s business practices. 
More likely, it is none of the above.

In fact, the motive driving Mur-
doch’s interest in Russia is hiding in 
plain sight. Fox’s nightly flirtation with 
sedition and Tucker Carlson’s meteor-
ic ascent to stardom are happening 
only because Rupert Murdoch and 
his family smell money. 

A lot of money.
Think about it. The Fox propaganda 

machine has proven so politically ex-
pedient and deliciously profitable here 
in the U.S., why wouldn’t the Murdoch 
family jump at the opportunity to du-
plicate its success Russia? And, more 
important, why wouldn’t Vladimir 
Putin welcome the influx of profes-
sional help to bolster his own sagging 
domestic disinformation campaign?

If you watch Fox, keep in mind 
Tucker Carlson isn’t generating ed-
itorial content to benefit American 
viewers, he’s demonstrating a lucrative 
product to Vladimir Putin, the richest 
man on the face of the earth.

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H. 
Rick:
Thanks. We weren’t paranoid enough.
The Editor

–=≈=–
The Republican Party Today

Dear New Hampshire Gazette,
What is the matter with America 

(or rather nearly half of America)? 
It is troubling to realize there is no 
bottom to the awfulness of the Re-
publican Party. As the party embraces 
fascism—yes, fascism—and its elected 
leaders sink further into a Trumpian 
web of lies, stupidity, hatred, and cor-
ruption, the American people (nearly 
half of them) do not seem to care. 

Putin-lover Marjorie Taylor Green; 
Matt Gaetz, seducer of underage girls; 

Josh Hawley, cheerleader for the Janu-
ary 6th insurrection; Lindsay Graham; 
Ted Cruz; Ron Johnson; gun-fetishist 
Lauren Boebert; Kevin McCarthy, 
whose lies were just captured on tape; 
book banner Ron DeSantis; wife abus-
er Hershel Walker; the imbecilic Sarah 
Palin; Mitch McConnell (Really, can 
you imagine a bigger hypocrite?). The 
list of despicable characters goes on 
and on and on. This is the Republican 
Party today. 

A people gets the government it 
deserves. But what about Democrats 
and those Independents who still ex-
pect decency, honesty, and competence 
in our public officials? Those of us who 
still believe in democracy.

Michael Behrendt
Durham, N.H.
Michael:
It becomes increasingly clear that if we 

want good government we’re going to 
have to fight for it like rabid wolverines 
to get it.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Climate Change, Only Our
Most Recent Global Challenge

To the Editor:
Yes, Climate Change is our most 

recent global challenge. However, for 
more than 70 years the world has been 
living with an even more devastating 
climate threat: nuclear weapons. These 
weapons, if launched accidentally or 
on purpose, would change our global 
climate to a nuclear winter. They are on 
trigger-alert status and can change our 
climate in 10 days, not 10 years.

But the threat from climate change 
is real and it is an urgent environmen-
tal challenge. Previous generations of 
citizens and scientists have made sig-
nificant contributions to protect our 
health and the environment that we 
all currently benefit from.

Some of the contributions in the 
period from 1970 to 2015 are worth 
remembering:

• 1970 First Earth Day—official 
recognition promoted by Sen. Gay-
lord Nelson.

• 1970 Establishment of the EPA, 
by President Nixon.

• 1970 Clean Air Act, protection of 
air from pollutants.

• 1972 Clean Water Act, protecting 
waterways and drinking water sources.

• 1972 Ban on DDT, stopping use 
of pesticide linked to cancer and harm 
to environment.

• 1975 CAFE (Corporate Average 
Fuel Economy) standards for fuel ef-
ficiency of cars.

• 1978 Ban on Lead Paint, linked to 
brain damage.

• 1973-1980s Ban on Leaded Gas-
oline, linked to adverse health effects.

• 1987 Montreal Protocol, banning 
the use of CFCs (Chlorofluorocar-
bons) which were causing depletion of 
Ozone layer (protecting us from can-
cer-causing UV radiation), that Ozone 
hole finally closed in 2021.

• 1995 EPA rules introduce acid 
rain reduction trading in Sulfur Diox-
ide (SO2) allowances.

• 2010-2015 CAFE standard 
strengthened, further reducing vehicle 
pollution.

• 2015 Paris Climate Agreement, 
attempting to unite the globe to com-
bat ongoing climate changes.

These are significant environmental 
improvements and protections that 
many countries are now copying. En-
vironmental protection used to be a bi-
partisan issue. We should not allow the 
difficult challenges of Climate Change 
to stop us from continuing to unite 
the global community and all politi-
cal parties behind this new challenge 
of our generation. And we should also 
reduce the nuclear threat on our global 
human community and the climate by 
removing nuclear weapons from trig-
ger alert status. 

Rep. Peter Somssich, Member, 
House Science Technology & Energy 
Committee

Portsmouth, N.H.
Peter:
Thank you. It’s reassuring to be re-

minded that the human race has been 
confronted with, and actually met, some 
global challenges before.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Always Look On The Bright Side Of Life
Dear Editor,

In 2021, President Biden success-
fully promoted, and Congressional 
Democrats passed, the American Res-
cue Plan, which put cash money into 
nearly everyone’s bank account. While 
stores, offices, and factories were shut-
ting down due to Covid, Biden’s plan 
covered our lack of paychecks. Unfor-
tunately, boosting consumer demand 
while production was down has caused 
inflation. But the alternative of people 
having no money for food and los-
ing their homes would have been far 
worse.

Yes, the cost of gasoline is too 
high, thanks in part to price gouging 
by oil companies and Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, but Americans should stop 
whining about inflation and appreci-
ate how Biden saved us from a Covid 
disaster that would have been far 
worse without his Rescue Plan.

Republicans continue to criticize 
without offering a positive alternative, 
while Democrats are working to solve 
our problems despite Republican ob-
struction.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.

–=≈=–
Are We Even Civilized?

Dear Editor:
Guns have become the leading 

cause of death for children and ado-
lescents in the United States, surpass-
ing car crashes, according to the New 
England Journal of Medicine. 

A research letter in the medical 
journal examined mortality data from 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). It found there 
were more than 4,300 firearm-related 
deaths among people under 19 in the 
U.S. in 2020. That is a 29 percent in-
crease from 2019, NBC News reports. 

Jason Goldstick, co-author of the 
letter, said that “in the last 40 years, 

and almost certainly before that, this 
is the first time that firearm injuries 
have surpassed motor vehicle crashes 
among kids.” [NBC News, The Week]

The United States is the only so-
called “civilized” nation that can claim 
such a horribly disgusting, violent 
claim to shame. Yes, some of these 
deaths are due to suicide, but evidence 
shows that suicide attempts are more 
likely to result in death when a gun is 
used. The truth is that most of these 
deaths would be preventable if we 
had reasonable gun safety laws. The 
scourge of gun violence in America 
continues to grow uncontrollably. 

Imagine if another product was 
responsible for causing the greatest 
number of deaths among children? 
Politicians would be tripping over 
themselves to pass laws to stop the 
carnage. But, when the cause is guns, 
they just run and hide behind the gun 
lobby’s Second Amendment lunacy. 

Many of the cowards who refuse to 
take any common sense constitutional 
actions to help prevent gun violence 
call themselves “pro life.” The only life 
they are pro is their own political life 
that is supported by financial contri-
butions from the gun lobby. 

Rich DiPentima, LTC, USAF, Ret.
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
But…but…depriving gun manufac-

turers of their right to make a profit from 
all those deaths would be a violation of 
the commerce clause!

The Editor
–=≈=–

This Is Unbiased Justice?
Dear Editor:

Already, not even in summer? Roe V. 
Wade is scrapped? I’m a grandmother 
with a granddaughter, like many other 
women. As a UNH freshman (1963), 
I knew a woman in my dorm who had 
a non-medical abortion. She close to 
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bleed out in her bed, post the illegal 
procedure. Luckily someone found 
her. Finally, along came abortion 
rights, via the Roe v. Wade decision 
in 1973. What happened regarding 
health care in this most stressful situ-
ation—an unwanted pregnancy—to 
how many girls and women between 
1963 and 1973? 

But health care regarding reproduc-
tion choices became, close to 50 years 
ago, the legal norm. Legalizing being 
the right thing to do. A trained med-
ical professional, not a person with 
some tool kit including coat hangers, 
did the procedure and was responsi-
ble for after-care. Thank you to Roe 
v. Wade decision. My granddaughter 
and her peers—they now are thrown 
to the wolves in a time of need, should 
that come to pass? They can be mis-
handled, and trust to luck to be saved? 
Even in the event of rape? No access 
to the abortion pill? What politics 
are these justices practicing in what 
should be an unbiased arena?

Lynn Rudmin Chong
Sanbornton, N.H.

–=≈=–
#CATALANGATE

To the Editor:
On the 18th April, The New Yorker 

uncovered in an extensive report [1] 
on the biggest case of espionage in an 
EU country. The Canadian organisa-
tion Citizen Lab had documented [2] 
the spying on 65 pro-independence 
Catalans with the Pegasus and Candi-
ru programmes. The case was dubbed 
#Catalangate.

Dictatorships spy. The Washington 
Post estimates that, worldwide, some 
50,000 mobile phones have been vic-
tims of Pegasus. But this cannot be an 
acceptable practice in countries that 
claim to be democratic and respect 
rights and freedoms. That is why it 
came as a shock to discover that Po-

land and Hungary had spied on op-
ponents with the flagship programme 
of the Israeli company NSO Group, 
which claims it only sells it to states to 
fight terrorism and crime.

Now it shocks the EU that Spain 
(what other state could it be?) has ille-
gally spied on a large number of its cit-
izens since 2017. And it has not done 
so because of the threat of terrorism or 
criminality, but because it has violated 
the privacy of people who are part of 
a political movement that is entirely 
legitimate, non-violent and demo-
cratic, albeit contrary to the interests 
of Spanish nationalism.

There are 65 documented cas-
es (MEPs, members of the Spanish 
Congress and the Catalan Parliament, 
lawyers, journalists, activists…), but 
many more could be affected. In fact, 
I myself, who am no one important, 
suspect that my mobile phone was 
infected because, in August 2019, it 
did strange things, such as recording 
phone conversations and even sent a 
message, which I did not write, to a 
relative.

In reality, we Catalans are not sur-
prised to have been spied on, nor is it 
the most serious thing that has been 
done to us. The Catalan conflict has 
driven Spanish nationalism crazy—
Spanish nationalism permeates the 
structures of the State and is not even 
considering a democratic solution. 
They are using the force and levers of 
the state to try to find their solution: 
to destroy our political movement. In 
the 1980s against ETA, Spain created 
the terrorist group GAL to murder 
Basques, as the courts proved years 
later, with convictions and subsequent 
pardons for the guilty. Against Catalan 
independence, a peaceful and demo-
cratic movement, they are equally re-
sorting to a dirty war.

They sent 10,000 riot police officers 
to Catalonia to prevent the 2017 ref-

erendum, beating and injuring 1,065 
peaceful voters. They sentenced the 
leaders to 9–13 years in prison for 
having carried out a coup d’état (false, 
because if, with 2,300,000 activists, 
we had attempted a coup d’état, there 
would have been deaths and we would 
possibly be independent, but we are a 
democratic and peaceful movement). 
After four years, they had to pardon 
those imprisoned because the case 
would not have withstood the appeals 
to the EU Justice. Likewise, more 
than 3,500 activists who have pending 
sentences have been prosecuted. And, 
on the basis of hypothetical embez-
zlement, the Court of Auditors de-
manded bail of €9M from some forty 
pro-independence activists, which has 
now been reduced to €5.6m. This will 
also end up being shelved before the 
case reaches EU justice, because they 
could not prove embezzlement, but 
above all because the aim was not to 
investigate anything but to destroy the 
pro-independence activists economi-
cally with these exorbitant bails.

So we were sure that they would 
also attack our privacy. The millions of 
pro-independence activists have lived 
knowing that our privacy could be 
violated. Not only to obtain evidence 
against those under investigation or to 
learn about plans and strategies, but 
possibly for a more unspeakable crime: 
to obtain compromising information 
about the leaders, in order to blackmail 
them and curb the movement.

But the most disturbing aspect of 
Catalangate has been the reaction of 
the Spanish press, which from day one 
hid the information. And when they 
could no longer hide it, they did not 
present it as something serious, but 
as something normal and acceptable 
against a movement that they inter-
pret as a threat to Spain. Moreover, 
they took for granted the Spanish 
government’s statements denying 
having anything to do with the matter. 
In short, the media and politicians fol-
low the line of hiding and justifying, to 

the Spanish population, all the abuses 
they have been perpetrating against 
the Catalans, this becoming a dehu-
manisation typical of regimes of other 
times. In this way it seems impossible 
for Spanish citizens to understand the 
seriousness of the matter and demand 
accountability.

Until now the EU has been look-
ing the other way and has allowed 
Spain to do all this, always repeating 
the mantra that you cannot interfere 
in the internal affairs of a member 
state. Now that this illegal espionage is 
shocking the Western world, we will 
pull the thread to bring out all the foul 
play that Spain has been practising—
totally contrary to EU standards—and 
to make it clear that, by invoking the 
“just cause,” the Catalan national mi-
nority has the right to free itself from 
this subordination to Spain that plun-
ders and subjugates a modern, plural-
istic society with its own way of doing 
things, such as the people of Catalonia.

Jordi Oriola Folch
Barcelona, Catalonia
[1] The New Yorker, Ronan Far-

row: https://www.newyorker.com/
magazine/2022/04/25/how-democra-
cies-spy-on-their-citizens.

[2] Citizen Lab: https://citizenlab.
ca/2022/04/catalangate-extensive-mer-
cenary-spyware-operation-against-cat-
alans-using-pegasus-candiru/.

–=≈=–
Major Gripes

To the Editor:
I have two simple questions for our 

Congressional “Leaders.”
1. Do you believe the lies that Secre-

tary Mayorkas spewed today alleging 
that our southern border is secure?

2. Do you support the Presidents 
proposal to have U.S. taxpayers fund 
an unlimited piggy bank for Ukraine?

Please keep in mind these facts:
Under this administration, millions 

of unvetted illegals, drugs, criminals, 
terrorists, trafficked adults and chil-
dren have broken into our country, 
with impunity.

Under this administration, our bor-
der is no longer secure, and our sover-
eignty as a country is at risk.

Our GDP is declining, while Con-
gress continues to spend money we 

don’t have. 
You refuse to complete the paid for 

U.S. border wall, but you are allocating 
unlimited funds to a foreign country, 
so they can defend their border and 
maintain their sovereignty.

You were not elected to open our 
borders to the world.

You were not elected to serve and 
protect the population of the world, 
while bankrupting our country.

You were elected to serve and pro-
tect the American people, period.

Please, do your job! 
Sincerely,
Michael Petruzziello
Major, USMC (Ret.)
Wolfeboro, N.H.
Major Mike:
Ah, yes, the old “command voice.” How 

well we remember…. We can imagine 
there would be at least one positive devel-
opment if the U.S. were to institute uni-
versal military service. Everyone would 
have a better basic understanding of the 
term “class warfare.”

You have our sympathy. It must be 
hard to lose an environment in which 
your rank gave you the right to order al-
most everybody around.

The Editor
–=≈=–

From An Unrepentant Insurrectionist
and GOP Congressional Candidate

Dear N.H. Gazette,
Every time a Capitol Stormer ex-

presses remorse a Founding Father 
rolls over in his grave. Most riot-
ers have experienced death threats, 
strained relationships, and accusations 
of high treason and terrorism.

It’s easy to forget that a year ago our 
way of life was under attack by the 
government. Private businesses were 
forced to close their doors, curfews, 
travel restrictions, and mask mandates 
left Americans feeling angry and un-
sure where to direct their rage.

Had I known entering the capitol 
would label me an insurrectionist I’d 
laugh. It’s an insult to insurrection-
ists but I appreciate the insinuation. I 
would have loved to see the criminals 
running our country forcibly removed 

p  26 Fortnightly Issues, Now Mailed First Class  P

First Name:

Last Name:

Street Address:

Town, City, or Burg:

State: Zip Code:

Gift Of: (Where Applicable)

+ 4:

Mail this form with your check for $25 to:  
New Hampshire Gazette, PO Box 756, Portsmouth, NH 03802.  

Please print clearly. Offer good in U.S. only.

New Hampshire Gazette Subscriptions

Supporting Subscribers Only: Please Check Box at Right:
(Supporting Subscribers pay the standard $25/yr, but make their 

money go twice as far for us by picking up their own papers  
at one of our many convenient locations.)

Supporting

Subscriber

HUD-VASH is a partnership between the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development and the VA’s Sup-
portive Housing unit. It helps homeless Veterans with 
housing, employment, recovery (both mental health and 

substance abuse) and independent living.  

HUD-VASH is no longer accepting donations of used furni-
ture, &c. The Homeland Heroes Foundation in Salem, N.H. 

does: homelandheroesfoundation.org. 
HUD-VASH does have a dedicated fund for purchasing new 
items veterans may need. Donations to that fund may be sent 
to The VA Medical Center, 718 Smyth Rd., Manchester, N.H. 
03104-7007. HUD-VASH  should be included on the subject 

line. Every penny will go into home goods for veterans.

For more information, contact:
VA Supportive Housing Program Manager

(603) 624-4366 X6883

Hud-VasH Helps Veterans
Get and stay Housed.

you can Help, too.

The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, May 6, 2022 — Page 5



from page five

from office, and should it happen in 
the future I’ll celebrate again.

The United States government 
isn’t getting toppled by a handful of 
right-wing vandals with zip ties. If 
we want the insider traders currently 
in office gone, we must go after the 
only thing they care about, money.

I will take that lesson into office 
[Riddle is running in the Republican 
primary for the Second District. – The 
Ed.] by proposing a 50 percent re-
duction in salary for Congress and 
donate half of my earnings to help 
battle the ongoing opioid epidemic. 
I will use the power of the office to 
force the governor to legalize mari-
juana. This will generate millions in 
tax revenue that currently flows to 
illegal drug dealers or worse, Mas-
sachusetts and Vermont.

Before heading off to jail I wanted 
to offer the people of New Hamp-
shire an apology. I’m sorry our in-
surrection failed, hopefully it goes 
better next time.

Sincerely, 
Jason Riddle
Keene, N.H.
Jason:
We see that you filled out Ballotpe-

dia’s Candidate Survey:
“Q–What is something that has been 

a struggle in your life?
“A—Mental health but I don’t let it 

keep me down.”
Who knows? If you can get over your 

urge to be honest, you may do well in 
the GOP primary. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

We Live In Dangerous Times
Dear Editor:

Martin Luther King Jr. always be-
lieved “the arc of the moral universe 
is long, but it bends toward justice.” 
Half a century later, would he be as 
convinced? I’m not so sure.

America’s tolerance of dishonesty, 
lying and unethical behavior over 
several decades has been exceeded 
only by our willingness to plunge 
ever deeper into the abyss of stom-
ach-churning, abhorrent practices.

It’s no longer deniable that the 

United States has squandered its 
long-held reputation as the world’s 
foremost constitutional government 
and become (unmistakably) an ano-
cracy. Anocracies are governments 
neither entirely democratic or auto-
cratic; they’re something in between. 
Referred to sometimes as “partial 
democracies” or “illiberal democra-
cies,” it’s in anocracies that most civil 
wars occur.

Barbara Walter (professor of po-
litical science, University of Califor-
nia, San Diego) states, “The January 
6th, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol 
was a window into what has been 
brewing beneath the surface of the 
United States for years.”

Over a year ago, former President 
Donald Trump called Georgia Sec-
retary of State (Brad Raffensperger) 
and brazonly asked him to “find 
11,780 votes” and give him Georgia’s 
electoral votes. That phone conver-
sation became public knowledge, we 
all heard it with our own ears.

Also over a year has passed and 
the former president hasn’t been 
held accountable for his impropri-
eties. In a strong, healthy democracy, 
a government is transparent and is 
also well-conditioned to be account-
able to its citizens and has the ability 
to manage a change in administra-
tions without experiencing civil un-
rest.

The reason the U.S. is on the verge 
of becoming a full-blown dictator-
ship is because we have lost the will 
to abide by our own Constitution, to 
follow fundamental rules of law and 
the basic tenets which define de-
mocracies; commitment to the peo-
ple’s welfare, to govern by consensus, 
and to maintain a high regard for 
solidarity among our citizens.

Instead we indulged a president 
who led an insurrection against his 
own government, incited a dead-
ly attack on our Congress and our 
Capitol with the clear intent to 
overturn an election and, all the 
while, seeking help from a foreign 

government (an adversary), and with 
the blessing of the Grand Old Party, 
attempted to block the legitimate 
constitutional transfer of power.

We may well be the world’s most 
powerful nation, but with men like 
Donald Trump, Mitch McConnell 
(R–Ky.), Kevin McCarthy (R–Ca-
lif.) and numerous other Republi-
cans willing to feed off Trump’s “Big 
Lie,” we are burdened with an inept, 
dysfunctional Congress and look, to 
the world, very much like a banana 
republic.

We are living in dangerous times. 
Countries least expected to experi-
ence a civil war—such as the United 
States and the United Kingdom—
are showing unambiguous signs of 
unrest.

To regain the trust of the Amer-
ican people in government and in-
stitutions, policies enacted in state 
capitols and Washington, D.C. have 
to ensure all Americans are allowed 
to vote and that all votes count. 
Americans also need the assurance 
government serves and represents all 
of us, not just the rich, the powerful 
and the famous.

David L. Snell
Franklin, N.C.
David:
You correctly identify what this 

country needs. Unfortunately, that’s 
exactly what the GOP is determined 
to thwart.

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Disenfranchised Right
To the Editor:

I read with interest the gun con-
trol article in April 26th Portsmouth 
Herald, page 9A. The writer accuses 
“pro life” people of not wanting to 
“help prevent gun violence.” All the 
“pro life” people I know support a 
government and police that are sup-
posed to punish criminal behavior, 
not law abiding citizens that own 
guns. In case you are wondering 
why we have a 2nd Amendment, all 

you have to do is see the April 14th 
Herald, page 9A. There is a picture 
of Gov. Abbott of Texas dressed in 
a Hitler uniform coming to arrest 
parents simply because they “love 
there [sic] trans Kid.” If you actually 
believe this propaganda, you would 
be the first one in line to buy a gun 
and a case of ammo. Now try to 
imagine if the sign on the wall said 
“I love my kids, that’s why I’m not 
going to let them O.D. on sex hor-
mones and mutilate their genitals”: 
now who’s going to show up dressed 
as Hitler? Actually no one will show 
up! To claim otherwise would be 
resorting to the same stupid propa-
ganda that the Left uses. You may 
wonder why conservatives cling to 
the 2nd amendment. Consider that 
we have little or no access to the 
1st amendment. We are banned on 
Face Book, Twitter, U-Tube [sic], 
Public Radio, Public TV, the Public 
Schools, (none of which are “Pub-
lic,” but are just privately run “Brain 
Pumping Machines”), all State run 
colleges, CNN, NBC, ABC, the 
entire entertainment industry, even 
music and art. Look what happened 
to folk singer Joan Biaze [sic] when 
she dared to denounce the slaughter 
of women and children by the com-
munists Vietnamese: the Chicago 7 
went on the David Frost Show and 
called her a traitor. What happened 
to Seales and Crofts when they re-
leased a song that was “pro-life,” and 
Bob Dylan when he made a conver-
sion to Christianity, and Abby Hoff-
man when he grabbed the mike at 
Woodstock and told the crowd the 
truth about the corrupt Govern-
ment we’re living under, only to have 
his neck broken when he was hit 
from behind by the butt of a guitar 
(don’t say it never happened! I was 
standing ten feet away when it hap-
pened). If you can deny your own 
people 1st amendment access, what 
chance does a conservative have? 
The article mentions suicide among 
our youth. Maybe they wouldn’t be 

killing themselves and each other 
if we, as a nation, stopped lying to 
them and telling them they’re rac-
ist because their skin-tone is lighter 
than someone else’s, or how Amer-
ica is a hate filled country that op-
presses minorities. If we stop lying 
to our kids, maybe they’ll put down 
the guns.

Francis Cormier
Portsmouth N.H.
Francis:
If you’re being censored, how did your 

letter get into our paper?
The Editor

–=≈=–
Boxers or Briefs?

To the Editor:
Why aren’t Americans making 

more babies? It might be because 
young couples are starting life 
saddled with so much debt that 
child-rearing is unaffordable. Or, ac-
cording to Tucker Carlson, it could 
be due to low sperm count, the result 
of mass emasculation caused by lib-
eral thinking. 

By now we’ve all heard about 
Carlson’s red-light cure-all for male 
infertility. What he fails to mention 
is that red light is devoid of pene-
trating ultra-violet radiation and 
tans nothing. To discover what red 
light does best, go to McDonalds 
in the middle of the afternoon and 
order the fries. 

In fact, scientists tell us bathing 
one’s “self ” in any form of heat is the 
worst thing we could do to revitalize 
the swim team. It seems our 98.6° 
core temperature is already too warm 
to sustain robust sperm production, 
which explains why Mother Nature 
has configured us in the precarious 
way she has. So, despite its promise, 
Carlson’s red-light therapy turns out 
to be a shocking blueprint for the 
slaughter of billions of Republican 
children who are innocently hang-
ing out and waiting to be born. And 
they call Putin a barbarian?

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
Great. Now we must go and rinse 

our brains with bleach.
The Editor
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We’re Stuck on a Monopoly Merry-Go-Round

In Praise of 21st Century Luddism
by W.D. Ehrhart

Believe me, I really do under-
stand that those little handheld 

electronic pocket-sized gadgets that 
do everything from making phone 
calls to taking photos and videos to 
locating your exact position on the 
planet are the future, and the future 
is already here, and there’s nothing I 
can do about it.

But you cannot make me like it, 
nor can you make me own one of 
those machines.  And though I try 
to be polite when other people pull 
out their SmartPhones and iPhones, 
it is often a struggle to refrain from 
grabbing the device and smashing it 
under my heel.

Recently, a friend of ours came to 
visit for the weekend.  He and his 
wife live several states away, so we 
don’t see them that often.  The first 
few hours went just fine.  But after 
dinner, the husband began to tell us 
about a trip they were planning later 
this spring: they were going to rent a 
cabin on Prince Edward Island and 
go ocean kayaking.

But he didn’t just tell us about 
the trip.  He whipped out his little 
phone thing, and showed me a tiny 
map of PEI.  Then he showed it 
to my wife.  Then he showed me a 
photo of the cabin they’ll be renting.  
Then he showed it to my wife.  Then 
he showed me a photo of his 22-foot 
ocean-going kayak.  Then he showed 
it to my wife.  Then he showed me 
a photo of his 22-foot ocean-go-
ing kayak with his wife sitting in it.  
Then he showed it to my wife.  Then 
he showed me a photo of his 22-foot 
ocean-going kayak with his wife and 

himself sitting in it.  Then he showed 
it to my wife.  Then he showed me a 
photo of the bay they’ll be paddling 
in at high tide.  Then he showed it 
to my wife.  Then he showed me a 
photo of the bay they’ll be paddling 
in at low tide.  Then he showed it to 
my wife.

He went on like this for most of 
the rest of the evening.  And each 
time he introduced a new photo on 
his tiny screen, he would hold the 
screen up to my face until I made 
some suitable verbal acknowledg-
ment that I had absorbed and ap-
preciated the photo.  “That’s nice.” 
“That’s beautiful.”  “That looks like 
fun.”

The next evening, we went out to 
dinner.  When I mentioned that my 
wife and I would be visiting the Ad-
irondacks this summer, he gleefully 
took out his electronic gizmo and 
called up a map of the Adirondacks 
and showed us where he’d gone kay-
aking near where we’d be.

From that moment until we left 
the restaurant, his little gizmo never 
left the table except when it was in 
his hand.  He showed us a photo of 
his son and his son’s girlfriend.  He 
showed us a photo of his son and his 
son’s dog.  He showed us a photo of 
his other son and his other son’s fi-
ancée.  He showed us a photo of him 
in the new suit his son had helped 
him pick out for his son’s forthcom-
ing wedding.  He showed us a photo 
of the two ties his son had helped 
him pick out to wear with his new 
suit.

Ties, for crying in a bucket!  Not 
even novelty ties like the ones with 
the neon hula dancer that say, “I 

love my wife, but oh you kid!”  Just 
plain—very plain, in fact—ordinary 
ties.  I’m supposed to get excited 
about his ties?

Please don’t misunderstand me.  
I’ve known this man for four de-
cades.  I like him.  He’s intelligent 
and thoughtful.  He’s a good guy.  
But this new technology seems to 
have taken over his life, giving him 
the ability to provide in detail an 
illustrated account of every facet of 
his life and the belief that everyone 
else finds it all as fascinating as he 
does.

I recently retired from teaching 
high school.  One big reason I re-
tired was a rising feeling of help-
lessness in the face of the mindless 
assault of technology. Even the best 
students—and they are relatively 
rare—could not resist the urge to 
check in on Facebook or text their 
girlfriends in the midst of a lesson 
on Ben Franklin.  How does one 
regulate it?  By having the students 
face away from the teacher so I can 
see what’s on their screens?  Talk 
about cutting off your nose.  And 
I’ve had students who can send text 
messages without even taking their 
phones out of their pockets.  Really.

My solution was simply to ban 
all electronic devices from my class-
room.  But that didn’t sit very well 
with the administration.  Most of 
my colleagues, by the end of my ten-
ure, had their entire courses posted 
online.  And many of my students 
struggled to read anything longer 
than a screen page or write anything 
longer than 144 characters.  “Words” 
like UR, OMG, and LOL were be-
ginning to show up regularly in for-

mal academic essays.  Really.
Then there was the student lounge 

just outside my classroom door.  As 
the years passed, it got worse and 
worse.  Long before I finally threw 
in the towel, it was all too depress-
ingly common to see six or eight kids 
sitting out there, each one staring at 
the little screen in front of their fac-
es while saying not one word to the 
kids on either side of them.

And that’s not all.  I regularly 
attend a Twelve Step program, but 
even in these meetings there are 
always a few people who sit there 
monitoring their screens, reading 
and sending text messages, even 
though every meeting begins with 
the admonition, “Please turn off 
your electronic devices and refrain 
from using them.”

The night I was expected to ad-
mire several very ordinary ties, there 
were four young women seated at 
the table next to us, each one star-
ing at the little screen in her hands, 
occasionally pushing the screen into 
the face of another one of the wom-
en.  As nearly as I could discern, this 

passed for conversation.
I am fully aware that doomsayers 

in every generation, going back to 
the Roman poet Horace and be-
yond, have been convinced that the 
world is going to Hell in a handbas-
ket, and yet we pathetic little hu-
mans are still here.  And maybe we’ll 
manage to survive the self-absorbed 
anti-social scourge of handheld 
technology that allows one to spend 
one’s life in a bubble even when sur-
rounded by other people.

But I still carry a flip-phone, and 
I never answer it unless it is my wife 
or my daughter calling.  I use e-mail, 
but don’t use any other so-called 
social media.  I read books printed 
on paper.  And at 73, with most of 
my life already behind me, I’m glad 
I won’t be around to see if all this 
wonderful technology at our finger-
tips is really as wonderful as most 
people seem to think it is.
W. D. Ehrhart is an ex-Marine ser-
geant who holds a PhD in American 
Studies from the University of Wales at 
Swansea, and taught for many years at 
the Haverford School for Boys.

by Jim Hightower

The problem with our so-called 
“free market” is that it’s not free 

for you and me. It’s largely controlled 
by monopolies, which are free to in-
flate prices just because they can, let-
ting gougers gleefully extract unwar-
ranted monopoly profits from us.

This milking of consumers by 
tightly consolidated industries is 
propelling today’s surging price 

hikes. Brand name corporations 
claim they’re being forced to mark-
up price tags just to cover rising costs 
for raw materials, labor, transporta-
tion, etc. But in a competitive mar-
ketplace, they’d have to eat much of 
those increases by taking a bit less 
in profits. Instead, monopolies are 
now raising prices simply to squeeze 
even greater profits from hard-hit 
consumers—a game of corporate 
greed that socks America with more 

inflation.
Consider diapers. A year ago, 

Procter & Gamble announced that 
the pandemic was driving up its 
production costs, forcing it to raise 
prices for its Pampers brand. At the 
time, it had just posted a quarterly 
profit of $3.8 billion, so P&G could 
easily have absorbed a temporary 
rise in its costs. But instead of hold-
ing the price to ease their customers’ 
economic pain, the conglomerate 

used a global health crisis to justify 
upping diaper prices. Six months 
later, P&G’s quarterly profit topped 
$5 billion. And—in that same quar-
ter—P&G spent $3 billion to buy 
back shares of its own stock, a Wall 
Street manipulation that artificially 
bloats the wealth of top execs and 
other big shareholders. In short, 
P&G used the excuse of inflation to 
inflate the price of diapers, then used 
the extra money it extracted to in-

flate the value of its stock to benefit 
rich shareholders. 

Well, couldn’t consumers just 
switch to Huggies, the brand sold 
by P&G’s main “competitor”? No, 
for it’s a co-monopolist, having also 
goosed up its prices. Welcome to the 
monopoly merry-go-round. 
Copyright 2021 by Jim Hightower 
& Associates. Contact Melody Byrd 
(melody@jimhightower.com) for more 
information.
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1979—Salvadoran police maintain 
order in a cathedral; 23 KIA, 70 WIA.
1970—With flags at half mast for 
Kent State kids shot by National 
Guardsmen, students protesting in 
NYC at Wall and Broad streets are 
attacked by 200 “hardhats” organized 
by AFL-CIO leader Peter Brennan. 
Nixon will make him Sec. of Labor.
1970—At the University of New 
Mexico, 11 people protesting the 
Vietnam War are bayoneted by Na-
tional Guardsmen.
1967—Muhammed Ali is indicted for 
refusing to be inducted.
1964—Against Ike’s orders, Curtis 
LeMay sends a B-47 into Russian 
territory on a recon mission. It returns 
with extra holes thanks to a MiG-17.
1963—In Hue, Ngo Dinh Diem’s 
goons kill nine Buddhists for flying 
their flag, then blame the ’Cong.
1958—In Lima, Richard Nixon is 
stoned and spat on by Peruvians.
1844—Nativists in Philadelphia get 
serious, burning St. Michael’s, St. 
Augustine’s, and the Seminary of the 
Sisters of Charity, and killing a few 
more of those troublesome Irish. 
1755—In Portsmouth, murderer 
Eliphaz Dow becomes the first person 
executed in New Hampshire. 
1725—John Lovewell, who had 
marched into Boston a month earlier 
wearing a wig made of Indian scalps, is 
killed by an Abenaki near Pequawket 
(now Fryeburg). A mountain in 
Washington, N.H. bears his name.

2017—D. Trump fires J. Comey.
1999—At the University of Chicago, 
two students competing in a scavenger 
hunt build a plutonium-producing re-
actor. They come in second.
1991—Bush aide John Sununu is told 
to quit using military planes to see his 
Boston dentist and ski in N.H.
1989—“What a waste it is to lose one’s 
mind,” says Veep Candidate Dan 
Quayle, addressing the Negro College 
Fund, “or not to have a mind is being 
very wasteful, how true that is.”
1980—The Summit Venture collaps-
es Fla.’s Sunshine Skyway Bridge; a 
Greyhound on it plunges, killing 35.
1974—Congress finally begins to 
ponder impeaching Richard Nixon.
1971—Major General Carl C. Turn-
er, once the Army’s top cop, then the 
Chief of U.S. Marshalls, pleads guilty 
to selling 136 confiscated guns he’d 
swindled from the Chicago P.D.
1970—Richard Nixon talks football 
with antiwar students on the steps of 
the Lincoln Memorial at 4 a.m.
1969—Enraged after reading in the 
New York Times that he’s illegally 
bombing Cambodia, Richard Nixon 
orders the illegal tapping of his staff.
1967—Because he won’t fight in Viet-
nam, Muhammad Ali is stripped of 
the championship he won in the ring.
1961—FCC chair Newton Minow 
calls U.S. TV “a vast wasteland.”
1864—Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick ut-
ters his last words: “They couldn’t hit 
an elephant at this distance.”

2017—President Trump meets with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov and Russian Ambassador Sergey 
Kislyak in the Oval Office. He divulg-
es classified info, exposes a foreign 
agent, and says firing the FBI Direc-
tor relieved “great pressure” from him.
1945—New Hampshire adopts the 
Stark motto, “Live Free or Die.”
1919—In Charleston, S.C., white 
sailors foment the first of 33 U.S. race 
riots over a five-month period.
1908—The first Mother’s Day Service 
is held in W.Va. at the instigation of 
Anna Jarvis who is arrested on Moth-
er’s Day 40 years later for protesting its 
commercialization.
1886—An ex-railroad president, now 
Reporter of the Supreme Court—
seven of whom are ex-railroad attor-
neys—writes a headnote to their Santa 
Clara decision: corporations are now 
people under the 14th Amendment.
1869—Leland Stanford fails to drive 
his railroad’s famous “Golden Spike” 
because he’s hammered himself. “Ev-
ery step of that mighty enterprise,” 
says one Senator, was “taken in fraud.”
1849—Nativist fans of Edwin Forrest 
bombard New York’s Astor Opera 
House with bricks protesting a Brit 
performer. Preserving order, the 7th 
Militia Regiment fires into the crowd 
killing 20, mostly bystanders.
1740—South Carolina nixes assem-
bling, raising food, earning money, or 
literacy for the enslaved, while legaliz-
ing slave holders killing the rebellious.

2012—The Kuala Lumpur War 
Crimes Commission finds George 
W.[MD] Bush, Dick “Dick” Cheney, 
Donald Rumsfeld, Tony Blair and 
others guilty of war crimes. 
2009—Ex-Gov. J. Ventura says, “You 
give me a water board, Dick Cheney 
and one hour, and I’ll have him con-
fess to the Sharon Tate murders.”
2006—USA Today reports that the 
NSA is tapping U.S. phones.
1975—In New York, 80,000 celebrate 
the end of the Vietnam War.
1969—Huey Cobras mistakenly fire 
on the 3/187 Battalion HQ on Ham-
burger Hill; two KIA, 35 WIA.
1969—A fire at the Rocky Flats nu-
clear bomb plant results in the release 
of plutonium—and previously-sup-
pressed news that a fire 12 years earlier 
had release 1,000 times as much.
1968—In France, labor unions turn 
out in support of student protests. 
1966—“It appears,” says Defense Sec. 
Robert Strange McNamara, “that the 
Viet Cong is [sic] losing what support 
it had from the rural population.”
1963—Blacks in Birmingham, Ala. 
riot after two more KKK bombings.
1894—George Pullman cuts his 
workers’ wages but not their rent; they 
fight back with a wildcat strike.
1886—The Milwaukee Daily Sentinel 
publishes an article headlined “No 
Poles Need Apply,” praising the rail-
roads for firing immigrants.
1854—Birth of Ottmar Mergenthal-
er, inventor of the Linotype.

2015—An FEC report says that after 
denying wrongdoing for years, Rep. 
Frank Guinta [R-N.H.] has agreed to 
repay an illegal $355K campaign loan 
and pay a $15K fine to boot.
1996—Sec. of State Madeleine Al-
bright tells Lesley Stahl on “60 Min-
utes” that sanctions killing 500,000 
children in Iraq is “a very hard choice, 
but … we think the price is worth it.”
1987—News reports say Oliver North 
lost a $10 million contribution for the 
Contras by using the wrong Swiss 
bank account number.
1984—Philip Abrams, HUD Un-
dersecretary under R. Reagan, says 
Hispanics live in crowded homes out 
of “cultural preference,” not poverty. 
1975—Khmer Rouge naval forces 
using ex-U.S. Swift Boats seize the 
U.S. container ship Mayagüez and 39 
crewmen off Cambodia.
1960—The remains of SSgt. Guy E. 
Shelley are found 97 miles from where 
he parachuted to Earth, 17 years after 
his plane crashed in the Sahara.
1958—Future Defense Secretary 
Robert Strange McNamara says cab-
bage and broccoli will protect Ameri-
cans from atomic fallout.
1947—Trunk murderess Winnie Ruth 
Judd makes her third escape from the 
Arizona State Insane Hospital.
1916—In deference to the wounds 
they inflicted during the Easter Upris-
ing, the Royal Irish Constabulary put 
James Connolly in a chair so the firing 
squad can shoot him again.

2015—The day after eight die in a 
Philadelphia derailment, Congress 
votes to slash Amtrak’s budget.
2005—A Pentagon commission rec-
ommends closing the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard.
1985—A Philadelphia police heli-
copter bombs MOVE headquarters, 
killing 11 and leaving 250 homeless.
1971—President Nixon tells his flun-
kies to get a new IRS head: “a ruthless 
son of a bitch … who will go after our 
enemies and not go after our friends.”
1957—Ngo Dinh Diem is treated to 
a ticker tape parade in New York City.
1946— American military authorities 
in Germany order the destruction of 
30,000 books.
1945—After a brief court martial in 
Amsterdam—and Germany’s sur-
render—Bruno Dorfer and Rainer 
Beck, deserters from the Wehrmacht’s 
Kriegsmarine, are executed by Ger-
man soldiers using German rifles pro-
vided by the Seaforth Highlanders.
1930—The New Hampshire Histori-
cal Society announces it’s acquired one 
of three known copies of The Monster of 
Monsters, the pamphlet that got Dan-
iel Fowle thrown in prison in 1754.
1929—Capone, Lansky, Luciano, 
Lucchese, Torrio, Nitti, Siegel, &c., 
&c. meet in Atlantic City, N.J.
1862—Robert Smalls, enslaved 
helmsman of the Confederate military 
transport Planter, commandeers the 
vessel, pilots it out of Charleston har-
bor, and turns it over to the U.S. Navy.

2019—Joe Biden predicts that with 
Trump out of the White House, “You 
will see an epiphany occur among 
many of my Republican friends.”
2015—The Union Leader’s editorial, in 
full: “Frank Guinta is a damned liar.”
1992—The George H.[H.]W. Bush 
administration opens up 1,400 acres 
of spotted owl habitat for logging.
1987—Robert “Bud” McFarlane tells 
Congress that if he’d objected to arm-
ing Central American terrorists, “Bill 
Casey, Jeane Kirkpatrick, and Cap 
Weinberger would have said I was 
some kind of commie.”
1975—The Khmer Rouge take the 
captive crew of the Mayagüez to main-
land Cambodia.
1961—Klansmen in Anniston, Ala. 
celebrate Mother’s Day by torching a 
bus. The Freedom Riders on board es-
cape the fire, but not a savage beating.
1960—The New Yorker’s A.J. Liebling 
writes, “Freedom of the press is guar-
anteed only to those who own one.”
1932—Mayor Jimmy Walker leads 
150,000 New Yorkers in a day-long 
“We Want Beer” parade.
1930—The New York Times, in 157 
words about the New Hampshire 
Historical Society’s acquisition of a 
18th century pamphlet, The Monster of 
Monsters, misstates who was jailed and 
for how long, cites the wrong printer 
(Zechariah Fowle, not Daniel), and 
misstates this paper’s name.
964—John XII’s papacy is abruptly 
ended by a jealous husband.

2002—The White House admits it 
knew before 9/11 that al-Qaeda had 
plans to hijack U.S. airliners.
2001—Two engineers in a locomotive 
chase and stop an unmanned train full 
of hazardous chemicals after it rolled 
66 miles across Ohio at high speeds.
1991—The Pentagon confirms: Man-
uel Noriega was on the CIA payroll.
1975—Some Marines retake the 
abandoned Mayaguez. Others, green, 
chopper to Koh Tang Island. Khmer 
Rouge, dug-in there, kill 15 and 
wound 50. Three are left on the beach.
1970—City and State cops shoot 14 
protesting black students, killing two, 
at Jackson State in Mississippi.
1969—Governor Reagan and his 
flunky Ed Meese send 800 cops into 
Peoples Park with shotguns. To quell 
the ensuing riot, he sends 2,700 Na-
tional Guardsmen. The butcher’s bill: 
one dead, one blinded, 35 wounded.
1968—J. Edgar Hoover orders the 
Chicago FBI office to tell the Mafia 
that Dick Gregory is bad-mouthing 
them—setting the comic up for a hit.
1951—Gen. Omar Bradley calls Gen. 
MacArthur’s Korea plan “[t]he wrong 
war, at the wrong place, at the wrong 
time, and with the wrong enemy.”
1943—A bat-borne napalm bomb 
project goes awry, setting an Army 
airfield in Carlsbad, N.M. on fire.
1935—The Labor Relations Act gives 
U.S. workers the right to organize.
1923—Upton Sinclair is arrested for 
reading the Bill of Rights out loud.

2017—As President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan looks on approvingly, two 
dozen goons attack peaceful protes-
tors outside the Turkish Embassy in 
Washington, D.C. Four are arrested, 
but all charges are dropped.
2001—Ex-FBI Special Agent, devout 
Catholic, patron of strippers, and am-
ateur exhibitionist Robert Hanssen is 
indicted for selling U.S. secrets to the 
U.S.S.R., then the Russians.
1974—Bill Harris, terrorist, is caught 
shoplifting socks from Mel’s Sporting 
Goods in L.A.; but he and wife Emily 
escape as heiress Patty Hearst blasts 
the storefront with a machine gun.
1969—AP finds that on Hamburger 
Hill, some grunts are disgruntled.
1948—CBS correspondent George 
Polk turns up murdered in Salonika 
Harbor. The U.S.-supported Greek 
government frames a Commie, and 
U.S. journalists cover up the frame.
1918—Congress passes the Sedition 
Act. It’s now a crime to “ . . .willfully 
utter, print, write, or publish any dis-
loyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive 
language about the form of govern-
ment of the United States, or the Con-
stitution of the United States . . . .”
1916—In the Sykes-Picot Agree-
ment, Britain and France, with Rus-
sia’s OK, screw the Arabs.
1879—Two men in Raleigh, N.C. are 
hanged twice: the ropes were too long 
the first time. In Utah, a firing squad 
misses the condemned man’s heart; it 
takes him 27 minutes to die.

2017—Learning his election will be 
investigated for Russian involvement, 
President Trump says, “Oh my God. 
This is terrible. This is the end of my 
Presidency. I’m [bleeped].” Sadly, no.
1987—Its weapons officer away from 
his duty station, its Phalanx gun op-
erator absent “on personal business,” 
and its radar countermeasure system 
unarmed, the frigate U.S.S. Stark is hit 
by two Exocets from an Iraqi plane; 37 
sailors die on the Gipper’s watch.
1976—R. Reagan, in Time: “Fascism 
was really the basis of the New Deal.”
1974—Six members of the Symbi-
onese Liberation Army hole-up in a 
small house in L.A. surrounded by 
400 cops. Armed with full-auto M-1 
carbines, they fire 4,000 rounds but 
hit no one. Shot or burned, they all die.
1973—To help Continental Oil de-
velop new drilling techniques, the 
AEC explodes three nukes under-
ground in Colorado.
1968—Nine people break into Ca-
tonsville, Md.’s draft board and burn 
600 files with homemade napalm.
1954—Border Patrol agents begin 
deporting a million people from five 
states in “Operation Wetback.”
1954—President Eisenhower creates 
the notion of “Executive Privilege.”
1954—The Supreme Court throws 
out “separate but equal” education.
1934—At Madison Square Garden, 
tens of thousands of Friends of the 
New Germany rally under a swastika 
in support of Adolf Hitler.

1992—The 27th Amendment, bar-
ring any Congress from raising its own 
pay, is ratified after a 202 year process.
1982—Sun Myung Moon, a Rever-
end, is now a convicted tax cheat, too.
1980—Korean students in Gwangju, 
protesting closure of their university, 
are beaten and shot by paratroopers.
1980—Mount St. Helens cuts loose 
for the first time in 123 years.
1974—Operation Smiling Buddha is 
a success: now India has a nuke.
1969—The commander at Hamburg-
er Hill orders helicopters out of the 
area to hold down friendly fire deaths.
1958—CIA pilot Al Pope is shot 
down while strafing an Indonesian 
port. The U.S. Ambassador claims 
he’s a mere “soldier of fortune.” Doc-
uments found on Pope prove it’s a lie.
1935—The propaganda plane Max-
im Gorky, equipped with a printing 
plant and loudspeakers audible from 
the ground, crashes after it’s hit by an 
escorting fighter plane; 45 die.
1927—Edwin Hughes, last Charge of 
the Light Brigade survivor, dies at 96.
1927—Anti-tax pest Andrew Kehoe 
blows up the Bath, Mich. school, 
killing 39 kids and four others. Af-
ter murdering his wife, he blows up 
himself and the school superintendent 
with a truck full of dynamite and nails.
1918—Congress creates the draft. 
Emma Goldman protests, for which 
she’s soon arrested.
1896—The Supreme Court OKs ra-
cial segregation in Plessy v. Ferguson.

2017—Big game hunter Theunis 
Botha, 51, dies in Zimbabwe when an 
elephant shot by a client falls on him.
1956—A 15-megaton bomb test in 
the South Pacific raises radiation lev-
els in the U.S. to 10 times normal.
1954—The U.S.P.O. OKs a CIA 
mail-opening project.
1953—Fallout from our dirtiest-ever 
nuke test, Upshot-Knothole Harry, 
hits St. George, Utah—H. Hughes’s 
location for The Conqueror a year later.
1950—Four barges carrying 467 tons 
of ammo explode in South Amboy, 
N.J., killing 30 and injuring 350.
1945—U-234 arrives at Portsmouth 
carrying cargo the Nazis intended for 
Japan; 1,232 lbs. of uranium eventual-
ly does arrive—at Hiroshima, on 8/6.
1943—U.S. submarine-chaser PC-
815, L. Ron Hubbard, Cmdr., battles 
non-existent Japanese subs off Ore.
1941—Founding of the Viet Minh.
1932—Rep. Claude Fuller (D-Ark.) 
introduces a bill requiring that Civil 
Service employees be able to “sing, 
write or recite the words to the Star 
Spangled Banner” from memory.
1925—Malcolm Little, later Mal-
colm X, is born in Omaha, Neb.
1920—In Matewan, W. Va., seven 
coal company stooges and four locals 
die in a main street shootout.
1918—For protesting her husband’s 
lynching the day before, Mary Turner, 
eight months pregnant, is lynched in 
Lowndes County, Ga.
1890—Ho Chi Minh is born.

2009—The FBI entraps four Muslim 
men in a bogus Bronx bomb plot.
2004—U.S. and Iraqi troops raid the 
home and offices of Ahmed Chalabi, 
formerly the neo-cons’ most trusted 
source of Iraqi intelligence.
1989—RIP, Gilda Radner.
1978—Mavis Hutchinson, 53, makes 
New York City after running across 
America for 69 days.
1973—The Camden 28, who broke 
into a draft board office, are acquitted.
1969—After 11 bloody assaults in 10 
days, American troops take Ham-
burger Hill at a cost of 70 dead and 372 
wounded. It’s abandoned 16 days later.
1937—George Orwell takes a bullet 
in the throat while fighting against 
Franco’s fascists in Spain.
1927—Charles Lindbergh leaves 
Long Island by air, heading east.
1926—Thomas Edison announces 
that Americans prefer silent films to 
those newfangled talkies.
1918—A tornado hits Codell, Kan.
1917—A tornado hits Codell, Kan.
1916—A tornado hits Codell, Kan.
1899—New Yorker Jacob German 
gets the first speeding ticket—from a 
cop on a bike, for going over 12 mph.
1873—Levi Strauss and Jacob Davis 
get a patent for copper-riveted jeans.
1631—Unpaid soldiers first conquer 
Magdeburg, then loot it. Disappoint-
ed with their booty, they slaughter 
20,000 Protestants for the greater glo-
ry of of the Holy Roman Emperor and 
the Mother Church.

2016—In Houston, hundreds rally to 
support Islam. Hundreds more rally, 
armed, to oppose it. All have been 
duped by a Russian troll farm.
2010—Fox’s Glenn Beck claims “a 
good portion” of Americans were glad 
when Franklin D. Roosevelt died.
2001—GAO refutes the GOP: Dems 
didn’t vandalize the White House.
1981—The Senate OKs $20 billion to 
resume full-scale production of nerve 
gas and other chemical weapons.
1980—In Gwangju, Korea, students 
using weapons looted from armories 
drive troops from downtown.
1968—Students protest the Vietnam 
War in West Berlin, Paris, Peking, 
Berkeley, and New York.
1952—Blacklisted actor John Gar-
field dies of a heart attack at 39.
1946—A screwdriver slips; the same 
plutonium core that killed Harry 
Daghlian the previous August gives 
Louis Slotin a lethal burst of radiation. 
1945—Bogie, 45, marries Bacall, 20.
1924—Nathan Leopold, 19, and 
Richard Loeb, 18, murder Robert 
Franks, 14, for the fun of it.
1894—“Courage, camarade, vive l’an-
archie” Emile Henry tells the crowd, 
moments before he’s guillotined.
1871—To correct the alleged errors of 
the Paris Commune, the 20-35,000 
executions of “Bloody Week” begin.
1823—The 200th anniversary of the 
settling of Portsmouth is “celebrated 
with great éclat.” 
1766—Raleigh is launched.
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“It is a true saying that a man 
must eat a peck of salt with his 

friend before he knows him.” 
— Miguel de Cervantes 

(Don Quixote)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar
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