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The Fortnightly Rant

Government by ChatGOP
Putting out a newspaper is, on 

the most basic, practical level, 
simply a matter of repeatedly doing 
a series of mundane chores. Rebec-
ca West, one most respected writers 
of the 20th century, put it this way: 
“Journalism is the ability to meet the 
challenge of filling space.”

Like some happy Sisyphus, tend-
ing to these repetitive, unending 
chores generally keeps us occupied, 
calm, and out of the gin mills. 

From time to time, though, we 
are nearly overwhelmed by the ex-
istential weight of our unique posi-
tion: steering the most-senior news 
organization in the mightiest nation 
in history through a period of turbu-
lence more extreme than any other 
in modern memory. 

How could anyone—never mind 
little old us—ever hope to adequate-
ly meet such a daunting challenge? 
At such times, we derive some com-
fort from considering Washington 
D.C. Maybe we’re not doing so 
badly, after all. Thus encouraged, we 
forge ahead. 

Sadly, we don’t have a prescription 
to remedy the situation down there 
at Dysfunction Junction. We do 
have, however, a fresh diagnosis.

To explain it we must begin with 
the latest Big Terrible Idea. No, for-
get about Collateralized Debt Ob-
ligations. Those are ancient history. 
We’re talking about ChatGPT. 

ChatGPT claims to run on “Arti-
ficial Intelligence.” Hah!—as if that 
was even real. AI, as the cool kids call 
it, is nothing but a vast collection of 
bytes: tiny magnetized spaces on 
a chip or a disk, flipping back and 
forth between two possible states: 
either a one, or a zero. 

We’re so old we can remember 
when computers took up a whole 
room, and ordinary people had the 
sense not to trust them. Humans 

immediately set about using those 
big computers to make comput-
ers smaller and smaller. Now most 
people drive cars that have enough 
computing power to guide them to 
the moon—if they could afford the 
gas—and they think nothing of it.

The only thing making these mi-
croscopic spaces more useful than 
dryer lint is how they’ve been orga-
nized by human beings. That’s our 
big flashing “Warning!” sign, right 
there. Typical uses include helping 
health care administrators figure out 
how to increase billing while reduc-
ing expenses, without killing the pa-
tient before he’s gone broke.

Computers are now small enough 
so that they can be profitably used 
not just to make even newer com-
puters even smaller, but to make 
them more devious.

“Hi. I’m a computer. But I’m 
a computer that can pretend to 
be talking to you. I once fooled a 
guy—a Harvard guy—into think-
ing I was sentient. Pretty good, huh? 

“Now, how can I screw you?”
As soon as it was released, 

ChatGPT began creeping every-
where, like kudzu down south. On 
Wednesday, even its advocates were 
urging Congress they ought to 
think about putting up some kind of 
guardrails. 

Guardrails, hell—what we really 
need is a time machine, so we could 
go back and head off the pernicious 
technology that got us into this re-
volting predicament.

We refer, of course, to ChatGOP.
ChatGOP doesn’t run in an in-

finitesimal, hypothetical space. It’s 
a creeping—and creepy—collec-
tion of idiocies, generated in think 
tanks, propagated by politicians, and 
passed along by corporate stooges 
masquerading as TV journalists.

ChatGOP is a 40-year accumula-

tion of small, individual falsehoods. 
Standing alone, they make no sense. 
They can even flip back and forth 
like a computer byte: true, false—
hey, what’s the difference? With 
ChatGOP, it’s all just BS anyway.

As it was with the bytes, so it is 
with this BS. The critical thing is 
how humans have organized it—or 
how it organized itself: An infinite 
number of financial opportunities 
are involved in the process of run-
ning a country. Consequently there 
is never a shortage of people who 
would like to be involved. Birds of 
a feather flock together, and vultures 
congregate. Over time, inevitably, a 
system will emerge.

So now here we are, stuck right 
where ChatGOP put us. A crucial 
fortnight has begun.

The President wants to spend 
the money that Congress told him 
to. Congress insists, though, that he 
can’t—because… because… just be-
cause. If the President can’t get Con-
gress to let him do what they already 

told him to do, then this whole mo-
ronic house of cards will likely come 
crashing down. At which point, we 
are morally certain, those so-called 
cards will be revealed—surprise!—
to be heavier than anyone thought.

Which shall it be? Business as 
usual? Or a sure-fire catastrophe of 
unpredictable dimensions?

Hard telling, not knowing. Rather 
than sit here fretting about whether 
the presses will still be running on 
June 2nd, or June 16th, we’re just go-
ing to try to describe, as best we can, 
how ChatGOP finagled us into this 
rotten situation.

It prepared the ground—literal-
ly—with decades of computerized 
gerrymandering, thus ensuring that 
Congressional candidates would vie 
for office by being more reactionary 
than their opponents.

Meanwhile, it blanketed the na-
tion for decades with inane pro-
paganda. Subsidized by corporate 
plutocrats, it was specifically de-
signed to gin up support for policies 

that benefit those plutocrats, at the 
expense of everyone else. Shocking, 
we know.

The inevitable result: we have a 
Dunning-Kruger caucus in Con-
gress. The Members can’t tell if a 
stove is hot without burning a hand. 

Finally, the pièce de résistance: 
make a craven weakling the Speak-
er. His gavel has a ransom note at-
tached: cater to the whims of the 
Dunning-Kruger caucus, or it’s back 
to Bakersfield for you.

The sane, responsible Members—
we’re grading on a curve—agree: the 
debt ceiling must be raised. If a cou-
ple of the Nation’s Dumbest choose 
to scratch some whimsical itch, 
though, we plunge into the abyss. 
The Director of National Intelli-
gence recently warned that “China 
and Russia would likely take advan-
tage of a U.S. debt default to portray 
the U.S. as a dysfunctional, chaotic 
and unstable nation.” 

God forbid they should tell the 
truth about us.

On May 5th we published some-
thing quite surprising. A news 

release from the New Hampshire 
Historical Marker Program said, 
“Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a well-
known labor, women’s rights and 
civil liberties activist,” had finally 
been honored by an historic mark-
er “in downtown Concord, near the 
site of her birthplace.” 

Less surprisingly, now it’s gone. It 
was removed on Monday, in a dubi-
ous and irregular procedure, after a 
panic attack among Republicans in 
high places. Why? Because:

“One gets a sense of the ener-
gy and fire of some of those turn-
of-the-century radicals,” Howard 
Zinn wrote in A People’s History of 
the United States, “by looking at the 
police record of Elizabeth Gurley 
Flynn.”

Flynn’s friend and fellow radical, 
the writer Mary Heaton Vorse, pro-

vided detail, writing in 1926, “She 
began this amazing record by getting 
arrested on a street corner when she 
was fifteen. Her father was arrested 
with her. He never has been arrested 
since. It was only the beginning for 
her. The judge inquired, ‘Do you ex-
pect to convert people to socialism 
by talking on Broadway?’ She looked 
up at him and replied gravely, ‘In-
deed I do.’ The judge sighed deeply 
in pity. ‘Dismissed,’ he said.”

Flynn joined the year-old Indus-
trial Workers of the World [I.W.W.] 
in 1906, and was a full-time “Wob-
blie” organizer by the age of 17. She 
has long been said to have been the 
inspiration for the Wobblie song, 
“The Rebel Girl.” 

It’s been suggested others might 
deserve that honor, but the evi-

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn in 1910, 
when, as a full-time organizer for 
the International Workers of the 
World [I.W.W., or Wobblies], she 
successfully led a fight for free speech 
in Spokane. We are able to share 
this copyright-free image with our 
readers thanks to an institution run 
on Communist-adjacent principles, 
known as the Library of Congress.

There are women of many descrip-
tions

In this queer world, as everyone 
knows,

Some are living in beautiful man-
sions,

And are wearing the finest of 
clothes.

There are blue-blooded queens and 
princesses,

Who have charms made of dia-
monds and pearls,

But the only and thoroughbred lady
Is the Rebel Girl.

Chorus:
That’s the Rebel Girl, that’s the 

Rebel Girl!
To the working class, she’s a precious 

pearl.

She brings courage, pride and joy
To the fighting Rebel Boy;
We’ve had girls before, but we need 

some more
In the Industrial Workers of the 

World,
For it’s great to fight for freedom
With a Rebel Girl.

Yes, her hands may be hardened 
from labor,

And her dress may not be very fine;
But a heart in her bosom is beating
That is true to her class and her 

kind.
And the grafters in terror are trem-

bling
When her spite and defiance she’ll 

hurl;
For the only and thoroughbred lady
Is the Rebel Girl.

The Rebel Girl
Words and music by Joe Hill
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dence seems clear-cut. “The Rebel 
Girl” was written in 1915 by itiner-
ant Swedish-American miner and 
I.W.W. songwriter Joe Hill. It was 
one of his later works; in November 
of that year, after a highly controver-
sial murder trial, Hill was executed 
by a Utah firing squad. Evidence 
discovered a century later makes it 
all but certain Hill was innocent. On 
the night before his execution, Hill 
wrote a note to Flynn. Written with 
a pencil, in an unwavering hand, 
it ended, “I would like to kiss you 
good-bye, Gurley, not because you 
are a girl, but because you are the 
original Rebel Girl.”

Installation of the new historical 
marker seems to have drawn less 
attention than the fairly predictable 
reaction to it. In the May 5th Bos-
ton Globe, Steven Porter reported 
that two members of the Execu-
tive Council “said at a meeting this 
month they are livid” over the sign. 

Councilor Joseph Kenney seemed 
particularly incensed. Porter wrote 
that Kenney called Flynn “an-
ti-American,” adding, “Kenney said 
honoring Flynn is especially offen-

sive to veterans like him and his fa-
ther who served in the U.S. military 
and ‘fought against people like her.’ 
He said the sign has no historical 
value in New Hampshire.*

“I think it’s an embarrassment 
that we have a program that allows 
us to put communists on historical 
markers and then say, ‘Oh, that’s part 
of our history,’ he said. ‘It’s not part 
of my history.’”

The panic attack among right 
wing political bigwigs included an 
interlude when State and City offi-
cials mimicked Abbott and Costello 
in their “Who’s on First” routine. 
Once it was determined that the 
land was the State’s, the marker was 
removed in short order. Its current 
whereabouts are unknown to us. 
Barring evidence to the contrary, we 
must assume it went down Orwell’s 
“Memory Hole.”

It could have been worse. The 
Rebel Girl marker stood for a week 
or so. In April of 2001, State Sen-
ator Burt Cohen managed to get 
a bronze plaque honoring New 

Hampshire members of the Abra-
ham Lincoln Brigade mounted on 
a wall in the State House. It was re-
moved after just a few hours.

Councilor Kenney is wrong about 
communism not being part of “our 
history.” Communism has been part 
of this state’s history for about a cen-
tury. We have in mind a few certain 
and specific details—hard evidence 
of open and unabashed Communist 
activity—that would likely blow the 
minds of Councilor Kenney and his 
fellow Commie-phobe colleague 
David Wheeler. 

We find ourselves in an odd posi-
tion, though. Our normal role—and 
it’s one we relish—is to merrily blab 
about such things so that everyone 
else might enjoy along with us the 
unrelenting weirdness of this world.

To pinpoint these home-grown 
New Hampshire relics now, though, 
would be reckless. Beautiful, irre-
placeable, and mysterious, they are 
like rare, old-growth trees deep in 
a forest. Their location, we believe, 

is better left unsaid. If Kenney, or 
Wheeler, in their official capacity, 
did not try to remove them, some 
other vigilante might take action on 
his own.

Arnie Arnesen summed up this 
frenzied commotion perfectly. On 
Monday she tweeted: “even today 
they fear the Rebel Girl.”

It’s been quite an impressive per-
formance for a woman who’s been 
dead for nearly 60 years.

As usual, when looking back at 
history, the U.S. of A. keeps its left 
eye shut. We’ll happily wallow in 
the Revolution. That’s easy, because 
we won—otherwise our heroes 
would have been hanged as traitors. 
We’re even enamored of our bloody 
Civil War. Why else would we still 
be fighting the damned thing? 
Yet mentioning the struggle that 
brought us most of what makes life 
in this country livable—the eight-
hour day, child labor laws, the right 
to collective bargaining, and the 
weekend, for example—is verboten.

This Just In †

“Don’t Like the Rules? Change Them!”
In a story datelined Monday, May 

15th, the Concord Monitor reported 
that the Flynn marker had been re-
moved that same day. Conveniently, 
it would seem, State guidelines on 
historical markers had been revised 
just days before to make that remov-
al possible.

“On Friday,” Jamie L. Costa 
wrote, “the Department of Natural 
and Cultural Resources changed 
their guidelines and policies to align 
with the removal of the marker, 
which previously stated a marker 
could only be removed if it con-
tained errors, is in a state of disrepair 
or required refurbishment.

“Now, the policy reads that ‘mark-
ers proposed for revisions beyond 
the correction of errors shall identify 

Our Wandering Photographer, lurking in the vicinity of the municipal 
sewage pumping facility on Sunday afternoon, May 7th, encountered the 
dissolute young panhandler seen above. Glassy-eyed, hand out, the dimin-
utive Dickensian figure seemed to ask, “Please, kind sir, won’t you please 
help?” Replying “Are there no workhouses?”, the brute kept walking.

* This newspaper’s readership, we are proud 
to report, includes quite a few veterans who 
were literally fighting Communists half a 
century ago. Their consensus, as we under-
stand it, is that the war was a mistake at 
best, and probably a crime.

† Our general policy is not to chase 
late-breaking news. We make an exception 
in this case because… well, because we felt 
like it. Readers are advised not to expect this 
sort of service all the time.
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elements that include, but are not 
limited to, existing inaccuracies, lack 
of historical context or references 
that could be seen as inappropriate.’”

“Inappropriate.” And who, one 
might ask, shall be the judge of that?

According to Costa, Governor 
Chris Sununu emailed the paper, 
saying, “All policies and guidelines 
were followed in removing this con-
troversial marker.” Well, sure—it’s 
easy to follow the rules, if you have 
the power to make them.

In preparing the ground to throw 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn down the 
Memory Hole, though, the forces 
of reaction may have missed a rel-
evant detail. On Wednesday morn-
ing, NHPR’s Rick Ganley reported 
that the State Historical Resources 
Council had not been consulted 
prior to the removal of the Flynn 

marker. Historical Resource Coun-
cil member James L. Garvin said in 
a sound bite, “I think that this… was 
done in haste, and did, in fact, not 
follow the procedures that were ad-
opted in January.”

The Monitor’s report of the 15th 
noted that Arnie Alpert and Mary 
Lee Sargent, whose petition got the 
marker installed in the first place, are 
“looking into whether they have any 
legal recourse to move forward with 
a lawsuit.” 

We know nothing about adminis-
trative law, but the procedural defi-
ciency noted by Garvin would seem 
to give Alpert and Sargent some 
grounds for such a suit.

As Yogi Berra said, “It ain’t over 
till it’s over.” Elizabeth Gurley Fly-
nn may not be done with the State 
of New Hampshire just yet.

The Flag Police have taken under advisement a proposal to adopt a sliding 
scale in regards to Flag Code enforcement. This initiative comes as a natural 
response to the accelerating disparity in the distribution of capital. Things 
are bad enough now. At the rate things are going, the time will come when 
only those of vast wealth will be able to buy a flag. The poor—should they 
wish to publicly declare their fealty to the nation which guarantees their 
freedom in the abstract, leaving them otherwise subject to the whims of 
their bosses—will eventually be reduced to drawing flags on scraps of dis-
carded cardboard. Due to lack of resources and the uneven distribution of 
skills, any such home-made flag will likely be in violation of the Flag Code 
from the moment of its creation. The newly-proposed enforcement guide-
lines would grant significant leeway to these heartfelt patriotic gestures. 
Flags owned by well-capitalized corporations, however—especially large, 
prominently-displayed flags—would be held to the highest standards. This 
one, for example, which has a substantial rip between the fly ends of the top 
two stripes, would most definitely be subject to citation.

Pharma’s ‘Rampant Corporate Lawless-
ness’ Cost $40 Billion in 2019: Report

by Jake Johnson
The U.S. pharmaceutical indus-

try’s aggressive and often unlaw-
ful efforts to prevent competition 
and keep drug prices elevated cost 
American patients, insurers, and 
federal health programs more than 
$40 billion in 2019 alone, according 
to a report released Tuesday.

The new report—put out by the 
American Economic Liberties Proj-
ect (AELP) and the Initiative for 
Medicines, Access, and Knowledge 
(I-MAK)—focuses specifically on 
pharmaceutical companies’ antitrust 
law violations, which the groups say 
are a key reason why U.S. drug prices 
are astonishingly high compared to 
those of other rich nations.

Examining the 100 top-selling 
drug products in Medicare Part 
D—which covers prescription med-
icines—and Medicaid, the report 
estimates that Big Pharma’s anti-

trust violations “increased Part D 
gross spending by 14.15 percent, or 
$14.82 billion, and increased Med-
icaid gross drug spending by 9.05 
percent, or $3.15 billion, in 2019 for 
the top 100 drugs in each.”

Assuming that pharmaceuti-
cal companies’ antitrust violations 
similarly affected retail brand drug 
spending, the report estimates that 
“U.S. patients and payers spent an 
additional $40.07 billion on phar-
maceuticals in 2019.”

“American families are paying far 
too much for prescription drugs, in 
large part due to rampant corporate 
lawlessness,” said Erik Peinert, re-
search manager and editor at AELP.

The report highlights 10 illegal 
anticompetitive schemes that U.S. 
pharmaceutical companies deploy 
to juice their profits and keep prices 
high, including horizontal collusion, 
patent fraud, no-generics agree-
ments, and sham citizen petitions 
aimed at delaying approval of po-

tential competitor drugs.
“This report documents the many 

ways Big Pharma is manipulating 
and breaking the law to expand 
corporate profits at the expense of 
patients and taxpayers,” said Peinert. 
“The Federal Trade Commission 
has begun fighting back, but it needs 
more assistance from Congress and 
other agencies to crack down on 
these illegal practices… .”

The researchers behind the re-
port offer several specific examples 
of how large pharmaceutical com-
panies have used their power and 
dominance of certain markets to 
push up prices.

The nation’s insulin market, they 
argue, “has been distorted by mul-
tiple overlapping anticompetitive 
schemes in recent years,” including 
the “illegal listing” of products and 
“collusion” among top manufac-

“Earth provides enough to 
satisfy every man’s needs, but 

not every man’s greed.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Mahatma Gandhi
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The Rule of the Gun
Dear Editor:

One of the more common respons-
es of gun rights supporters, besides 
offering “thoughts and prayers” after 
another mass shooting, is that “this 
is the price of freedom.” According 
to a 2019 report by the Pew Research 
Center there were 96 democracies in 
the world including the United States. 
The only nation among this group 
where an epidemic of gun violence is 
the “Price of Freedom” is the United 
States. There have been over 200 mass 
shootings in the United States this 
year, with over 250 deaths and count-
ing. (ABC News, May 2, 2023)

This begs the question, why are oth-
er countries able to maintain freedom 
for their citizens without the scourge 
of gun violence? People in other dem-
ocratic nations enjoy as much or even 
more freedom than people in the 
United States, without being afraid 
to go to school, the store, church, 
shopping, a concert, or just being out 
among people without the fear of be-
ing gunned down by someone with an 
AR-15. Their price of freedom does 
not include having to live in constant 
fear and being exposed daily to the 
news of another mass shooting in their 
country.

Americans seem to think that we 
are the freest people on the planet. In 
other democracies, women have the 
freedom to make their own reproduc-
tive decisions. People can vote with-
out obstruction and teach real history. 
Books are not banned from schools 
and libraries, and the majority actually 
rules.

If “the price of freedom” in the 
United States is represented by the 
slaughter of children in schools and 
mass shootings anywhere, anytime, 
then I think we need to reconsider 
what freedom really means. Because 
not being free to live a life without fear 
of gun violence is not freedom at all. It 
is living under the rule of the gun.

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
At first glance your letter brought to 

mind a certain popular opinion regard-
ing public discourse, to wit: it is a waste 

of your breath and other people’s time to 
raise your voice against a perceived social 
problem, unless you are also prepared to 
offer a practical solution.

For the record, we reject that supposed 
principle. It says, in effect, this is how 
things are, and this is how things shall 
remain. Changes in the status quo are 
unacceptable, unless and until they sur-
vive some nebulous debate—the terms of 
which, by definition, favor the mainte-
nance of the status quo. In short, sit down 
and shut up.

This is all beside the point, of course, be-
cause you did offer a solution—and a fine 
one, at that. If we read you right, you’re 
proposing that we reconcile the glaring 
contradiction inherent in our actual cir-
cumstances, compared to our lofty lan-
guage, by the simple expedient of speaking 
the truth. 

Of course, if you were to insist on doing 
that in public, you would run the risk of 
being shot.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Republican Hacks Attempt Extortion
To the editor;

The statutory debt limit has been 
raised 78 times since 1960 (three 
times during the Trump adminis-
tration) to avoid default on govern-
ment debt. This year, however, radical 
House Republicans are threatening 
default when the debt limit is reached 
in June unless the Biden administra-
tion agrees to a laundry list of extreme 
budget cuts. The Republicans either do 
not understand the consequences of a 
default or are willing to burn down the 
economic house to achieve their polit-
ical objectives.

Debate over the size of the debt is 
a valid political issue but the debate 
should be a part of the normal bud-
geting process. Holding the American 
people hostage by threatening default 
on previously legislated expenses is 
not acceptable. The consequences of 
default are dire. In 2011, when agree-
ment on increasing the debt limit 
appeared to be deadlocked, the stock 
market lost 17 percent of its value. For-
tunately, a last-minute agreement was 
reached, but if the U.S. should default 
today, the stock market decline would 
be considerable. Goldman Sachs has 

estimated that 10 percent of economic 
activity would cease immediately af-
ter default. Say goodbye to the value 
of your IRA and retirement savings 
and hello to a recession on the level of 
the Great Recession of 2008. Other 
sources estimate that upwards of three 
to seven million American jobs would 
be lost due to default.

Confidence in U.S. Treasury debt 
would plummet accompanied by a 
large rise in interest rates on govern-
ment debt. Increasing rates on mort-
gages and credit card debt would 
follow. The cost of servicing existing 
treasury debt would increase signifi-
cantly, making the debt burden worse 
not better. As confidence in treasuries 
declined, the value of the U.S. dollar 
would also decline threatening its sta-
tus as the preeminent global currency. 
The cost of global exchange would 
become more expensive. Financing 
America’s large trade deficits through 
the sale of Treasury debt to foreigners 
would become impossible to sustain, 
further depressing the standard of liv-
ing in the U.S. Such a situation would 
be much to the delight of Russia and 
China who have long advocated the 
abandonment of the dollar as the stan-
dard for global trade. 

Default could have additional un-
predictable consequences on fragile 
world economies. It would follow 
three years of a global pandemic, sup-
ply chain breakdowns, global infla-
tion and Russia’s war on the Ukraine. 
Global economies are still struggling 
to recover from these shocks. Another 
global financial shock may have disas-
trous effects.

Speaker of the House Kevin Mc-
Carthy claims that the House’s “Limit, 
Grow and Save Bill” that defines the 
desired budget cuts is serious legis-
lation that will lead to the control of 
the budget deficit. It is not. As he un-
doubtedly knows, the bill is dead on 
arrival in the Senate and would be ve-
toed by Biden. The bill is empty polit-
ical theater and nothing more than an 

extremist wish list. 
McCarthy fails to discuss the Re-

publican contribution to the debt lim-
it crisis. The 2017 Trump tax cuts that 
delivered 80 percent of its benefits to 
corporations and the richest Amer-
icans has cost the government $1.7 
trillion in lost revenue. If the Bush tax 
cuts, which also primarily benefited 
the rich, are factored in, $10 trillion 
has been added to government debt. 
Without Republican tax cuts that pri-
marily accrued to the richest Amer-
icans, today’s debt crisis would not 
exist. In a very real sense, our national 
debt has been used to finance the eco-
nomic gains of the rich.

Both political parties need to en-
gage in serious dialogue regarding 
government debt, but the refusal of the 
Republican Party to increase the debt 
limit needs to be recognized for what 
it is—an unconscionable extortion 
that places the prosperity of all Amer-
icans at risk perpetrated by ignorant, 
self-serving political hacks.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Robert:
It is a pleasure to present our readers 

with such an argument: calm and coher-
ent, yet forthright and forceful. In honor 
of such sterling self-control, we tip our 
green eyeshade in your direction, sir. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

They Say They Care. They Don’t.
To the Editor:

The GOP members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives voted to 
raise the debt ceiling only if govern-
ment funding for everything except 
Medicare, Social Security, the military 
and ethanol were cut back to what 
they were in 2019. 

Inflation is 21 percent higher than 
in 2019 so Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
and his party voted to cut all other 
programs by 21 percent. The GOP 

is constantly taking photo ops at the 
Mexican border to complain about 
immigration, yet they voted to cut 
spending on the Border Patrol by 21 
percent. They complain about our il-
legal drug problem, but they voted for 
21 percent spending cuts for the DEA, 
FBI and Customs.

In 2019 the war in Afghanistan cost 
$52 billion. The war is over, but cutting 
defense spending is off the table. The 
administration said the cuts would 
cost 81,000 health care jobs at the 
Veterans Administration. Clearly, the 
GOP cares more about defense indus-
try jobs in their district than their own 
veterans.

Kevin McCarthy says these cuts will 
save $2 trillion over 10 years which is 
the same amount the Trump tax cuts 
created in deficits. His party did not 
care about deficits then. They do not 
care about the country now.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, N.H.
Walter:
Jeezum crow… when you put it like 

that, it’s almost as if Republicans—de-
spite their constant pious posturing—
don’t give a bleep about the Ninth 
Commendment. (As all our readers will 
instantly recall, that’s the Commandment 
that—paraphrasing from the original 
stone tablets—says “don’t tell lies.”)

The Editor
–=≈=–

Ewing’s Latest 288-Word Hate
To the Editor:

Democrats talk about Democracy, 
but they only care about Democracy 
when the people elect them. For ex-
ample, after voters elected Republicans 
to cut the bloated spending fueling 
today’s painful inflation, in an unprec-
edented move less than two weeks 
before the new Congress was sworn 
in, the formerly Democrat [sic, passim] 
controlled Congress (with a few un-
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needed/irrelevant Republican votes) 
pushed through a bloated spending 
package benefitting their favored spe-
cial interests and further fueling to-
day’s painful inflation. 

Democrats passed it knowing that 
voters wanted a more sensible spend-
ing package. Democrats passed it 
without the decency to increase the 
nation’s debt limit that their spending 
breached; they left it for the new Con-
gress to clean up the mess they created. 

Soon, the media and many politi-
cians will try to make everyone pan-
ic because, you’ll be told, we’re about 
to default on our nation’s debt… and 
they will try to blame Republicans for 
this problem created by the formerly 
Democrat controlled Congress. 

But, Republicans in the House of 
Representatives have already passed a 
bill to increase the debt limit. This bill 
is far too generous in my opinion, but 
it starts addressing inflation and avoids 
defaulting on our nation’s debt. 

The next step is for this House 
bill, or a negotiated bill, to be passed 
by Congress and signed by President 
Biden. 

So far, neither the Democrat con-
trolled Senate nor President Biden 
seem interested in acting to avoid the 
potentially disastrous consequences of 
defaulting on our nation’s debt. 

Our nation’s credit is only threat-
ened because Democrats passed 
an undesired, unwise, and bloated 
spending bill against the wishes of the 
American people, they didn’t deal with 
the debt limit, and now Democrats re-
fuse to act responsibly to protect our 
nation’s credit and the American peo-
ple. 

Don Ewing
Meredith, N.H.
Don:
Decades of observation have led us to 

suspect that the fear-based products being 

marketed to right wingers are universally 
fraudulent.

Take, for example, the insurance pol-
icies for gun owners which are marketed 
by Sean Hannity. They purport to protect 
the policy-holder against lawsuits filed by 
surviving family members of the deceased. 
Specifically, we’d like to know why Han-
nity never reads quotes from satisfied cus-
tomers: “He cut in line at Subway—what 
did he think was going to happen? Sean 
Hannity had my back, though, so I’m still 
a free man!” These policies are obviously 
a scam, because they’re completely unnec-
essary. Go ahead and shoot the guy—no 
one’s going to hold you accountable. 

We particularly like the ads that prom-
ise a secure old age, thanks to an “invest-
ment” in precious metals. Such brilliant 
advice. How does that work? Do you go 
to the supermarket and wave a piece of 
paper at them? Or do you bring silver 
dollars, and a hacksaw to make change? 

You, though, are clearly a discerning 
customer. Congratulations! Judging from 
this letter, it appears that your solid-tita-
nium Official GOP Epistemic Bubble™ 
remains perfectly intact. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Remember the Liberty!
Dear Editor:

June 8th marks the 56th anniversa-
ry of the attack on the U.S.S. Liber-
ty (GTR-5), in international waters, 
approximately 17 miles off the Gaza 
Strip. I was aboard one of Liberty’s 
sister ships on that decisive day, the 
U.S.S. Jamestown (GTR-3). Having 
departed Singapore we were enroute 
to our assigned station off the coast of 
Vietnam.

Every administration since Lyndon 
Johnson has down-played the attack 
and national media cooperates by rare-
ly mentioning the event. The reason is 
clear. Liberty was not attacked by an 
adversary but by our “friend and ally,” 
Israel. Without warning or provoca-

tion, Israeli Air Force Mirage fighters 
strafed Liberty, resulting in 820 rocket 
and cannon holes topside. After the 
fighters, Mystere bombers dropped 
napalm. While the crew battled fires, 
Israeli torpedo boats fired five torpe-
dos at Liberty with the clear intent to 
sink her. Fortunately, four missed, but 
the one that didn’t left a 40-foot hole 
in her starboard side, killing 25 men.

When the smoke had cleared, 34 
sailors were dead or missing and 171 
were wounded including the Captain 
(CDR William McGonagle) who, 
though severely wounded, refused to 
leave the bridge. Only the bravery and 
resolve of the captain, officers and crew 
prevented Liberty from sinking with 
all hands.

Liberty managed to send an SOS 
to our 6th Fleet and two aircraft car-
riers (the America and the Saratoga) 
launched Navy fighter-bombers to 
aid Liberty but they were recalled. 
When Rear Admiral Lawrence Geis 
(Commander of U.S.S. America’s bat-
tle group) protested the recall, Defense 
Secretary Robert McNamara retorted, 
“President Johnson is not going to war 
or embarrass an American ally over a 
few sailors” (Chicago Tribune - Web 
Edition - October 2, 2007).

Liberty is one of America’s most 
decorated warships, earning a Con-
gressional Medal of Honor, two Navy 
Crosses, 38 Silver or Bronze Stars, a 
Presidential Unit Citation and 205 
Purple Hearts, and if you don’t see this 
letter, it’s unlikely you’ve ever heard 
of the Liberty. The Medal of Hon-
or is traditionally conferred by the 
President in a ceremony at the White 
House. Commander McGonagle was 
handed his by the Secretary of the 
Navy at the Washington Navy Yard.

For 56 years, no U.S. President or 
Congress has attempted to hold Israel 
fully accountable for this murderous 
and unconscionable act of aggression, 
accepting the blatant lie it was a case of 
mistaken identity.

It’s painful for Liberty survivors 

and families of those lost never to 
have experienced satisfactory closure 
to this totally unnecessary loss of life 
and ship. To keep faith with them and 
their loved ones, we who served in uni-
form on that fateful day think often of 
the U.S.S. Liberty, the captain, officers 
and crew; we pause, and we remember. 
RIP Shipmates… .

David L. Snell	
Franklin, N.C.
David:
Thank you for this timely reminder. It 

has served to prompt us to begin a piece 
about the U.S.S. Liberty which we hope 
to have ready in time for our paper of June 
2nd. For now, we’ll leave it at this: 

Wikipedia has a page euphemistically 
titled, “The U.S.S. Liberty Incident.” It 
includes the following sentence: “Both the 
Israeli and U.S. governments conducted 
inquiries and issued reports that conclud-
ed the attack was a mistake due to Israeli 
confusion about the ship’s identity.” What 
it fails to say is that those inquiries were 
inadequate, and the subsequent reports 
were misleading.

The Editor
–=≈=–

In Defense of “The Rebel Girl”
To the Editor:

Fact: “The Ford-F Series is our 
best-selling truck for 46 consecutive 
years.” Henry Ford’s politics, howev-
er, are now seen by some as negatively 
as those of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. 
Have Henry Ford’s politics had a 
negative impact on that sales record? 
Probably not.

In 1938, Ford admired Adolf Hitler 
and Germany. In 1938, he accepted 
the Grand Cross of the German Ea-
gle, the Nazi regime’s highest medal 
for a foreigner. Elizabeth Gurley Fly-
nn’s equivalent behavior came after de-
cades of working for America’s labor 
class, traveling to Russia, receiving an 
award for her devotion to her choice 
of economic philosophy, commu-
nism. Now we buy communist-Chi-
na-made products galore (as well as 
Ford trucks). 

Ford’s historical marker—“where 
stood the home in which Henry Ford 
was born on July 30, 1863, the farm-
house… owned by Ford’s parents, 
William and Mary Ford”— gets no 

complaints. Markers honor people 
who made outstanding contribu-
tions. We see no historical markers 
for Oklahoma City bomber Timothy 
McVeigh, or convicted serial killer Ai-
leen Carol Wuornos. 

Now, we honor Concord-born 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. She began 
early, working for labor rights, wom-
en’s rights, the right to vote, and access 
to birth control. She was a founding 
member of our American Civil Lib-
erties Union. Her marker should not 
be removed in a knee-jerk reaction to 
“trigger words.”

Lynn Rudmin Chong
Sanbornton, N.H.
Lynn:
Yup—yet another un-needed reminder 

that, as the saying goes, “every accusation 
is a confession.” Right wingers love to 
accuse the left of stifling free speech and 
“canceling” conservative voices. How is 
this not an example of that?

The Editor
–=≈=–

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, In Her Own Words
“We… never thought it would be 
possible, that there would be social 
security or unemployment insurance. 
Those were the results of the 30’s. The 
great struggle that came out after the 
decline of the IWW. Also, we nev-
er heard of vacations with pay. We 
never heard of vacations, let alone 
vacations with pay. We never heard 
of seniority as it is understood today. 
There were no pensions for retirement 
of workers. There were no welfare 
funds of unions. There were no health 
centers of unions, and there were no 
trade union schools such as there are 
today. All of these things have come 
with the unions that have come into 
existence since the period of the IWW.”

–=≈=–
“… the hatred against the I.W.W. was 
so great… that editorials in papers 
would say, ‘They should be arrested 
at dawn and shot before breakfast, 
without a trial.’”

–=≈=–
“There is less violence against labor 
today, but there are more legal restric-
tions. There are more attempts to in-
vade the rights of labor by repressive 
legislation… .”
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The Alleged News®
from page three

turers in violation of RICO law, as 
well as “exclusionary rebates to drive 
patients toward brand products and 
away from substantially cheaper au-
thorized generic versions.”

The groups estimate that Medi-
care Part D and Medicaid “would 
have spent approximately 50 per-
cent less on three of the four major 
insulin brands (Levemir, Novolog, 
Lantus) in 2019 but for the anti-
competitive strategies used by the 
major insulin manufacturers.”

The report also accuses AbbVie 
and Allergan—which the former 
acquired in 2020—of engaging in a 
“sustained, consistent pattern of ille-
gally blocking generic and biosimilar 
competition in violation of the anti-
trust laws.”

In the case of Bystolic, a blood 
pressure medicine, “Allergan entered 
illegal pay-for-delay agreements to 
prevent and delay generic competi-
tion” for the drug before 2019.

The groups estimate that Part D 
and Medicaid would have spent 90 
percent less on Bystolic and its ge-
neric equivalents in 2019 had Aller-
gan not entered the pay-for-delay 
agreement, which the FTC says cost 
U.S. consumers and taxpayers $3.5 
billion a year in the form of higher 
drug prices.

The report also points to a whis-
tleblower lawsuit alleging that 
Janssen Pharmaceuticals—which 
is owned by Johnson & Johnson—
committed patent fraud to prolong 
its monopoly on Zytiga, a prostate 
cancer drug.

“The patent system is at the root 
of enabling many of the antitrust vi-
olations we identified and which are 
leading to higher drug prices,” said 
Tahir Amin, an executive director of 
I-MAK.

To combat the pharmaceutical 
industry’s abuses and lower costs for 
patients, the American Economic 
Liberties Project and I-MAK rec-
ommended that lawmakers and 
regulators act to completely ban 
pay-for-delay agreements, modi-
fy patent laws to “ensure that drug 

companies cannot use bad-faith pat-
ent strategies to perpetually extend 
monopolies,” and ramp up penalties 
for antitrust violations, among other 
changes.

“Until Congress and the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office 
ensure stricter standards that would 
prevent the granting of many of the 
types of patents that are leading to 
these violations in the first place,” 
Amin said, “Americans can expect 
to see their drug prices continue to 
rise.”
Jake Johnson is a staff writer for Com-
mon Dreams. This work is licensed 
under Creative Commons (CC BY-
NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to republish 
and share widely.

–=≈=–
Pagan Workers May Pay In Order

To Accommodate the Pious
by Debbie Kaminer

The Supreme Court may soon 
transform the role of faith in the 
workplace, which could have the 
effect of elevating the rights of re-
ligious workers at the expense of 
co-workers.

On April 18, 2023, the court 
heard oral arguments in Groff v. De-
Joy, a case addressing an employer’s 
obligation to accommodate religious 
employees’ requests under federal 
law. The dispute involves a Christian 
postal worker who quit his job and 
sued the U.S. Postal Service after he 
was unable to find coverage for his 
Sunday shifts. Current law requires 
employers to make accommodations 
for workers’ religious requests only if 
doing so doesn’t impose more than 
a minimal cost on their business, 
known as the “de minimis” standard.

After listening to the oral argu-
ments in the case, I believe it’s very 
likely the court will overturn the de 
minimis standard and require em-
ployers to accommodate more reli-
gious requests. As Justice Gorsuch 
stated, “I think there’s common 
ground that de minimis can’t be 
the test, in isolation at least, because 
Congress doesn’t pass civil rights 
legislation to have de minimis effect, 
right?”

In my view, as a scholar of em-
ployment discrimination, the only 

questions are how far the justices 
will go—and who will ultimately 
pay the price.

Religious rights in the workplace
Employers are required to ac-

commodate the religious needs of 
employees under Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, so long as 
they can do so without imposing an 
“undue hardship.”

Congress didn’t define what that 
term meant, and it took another 
dozen years for the U.S. Supreme 
Court to do so in Trans World 
Airlines v. Haridson. The court de-
termined that Title VII does not 
require employers to bear more than 
a “de minimis” or minimal cost in ac-
commodating religious employees.

Relying on this narrow decision, 
employees requesting religious ac-
commodation in the workplace 
have generally fared poorly in the 
courts. Supporters of more religious 
accommodation in the workplace 
have tried many times to amend Ti-
tle VII to redefine undue hardship as 
a “significant difficulty or expense.”

From 1994 to 2013, over a dozen 
bills attempting to codify this defi-
nition were introduced in Congress, 
with none coming close to passage. 
After failing to persuade Congress 
to amend Title VII, religious advo-
cates turned to the Supreme Court. 
However, the court’s decision to 
hear this case is highly unusual, since 
it suggests it is considering overturn-
ing its own long-standing precedent.

The other key issue in the case is 
whether or not a religious accom-
modation that imposes on co-work-
ers can count as an undue hardship 
on the employer.

Since Trans World Airlines v. Ha-
ridson, most federal appellate courts 
have determined that accommoda-
tions affecting religious employees’ 
co-workers—such as those requir-
ing them to take over undesirable 
weekend shifts—can be an undue 
hardship, even if the business is not 
directly harmed. In practice, that 
has made it easier for an employer 
to avoid accommodating a religious 
request.

Business interests vs. religious 
rights

Ultimately, the Groff case pits 
business interests against religious 
rights. That presents a unique dilem-
ma for the current court led by Chief 
Justice John Roberts, which is both 

the most pro-business and the most 
pro-religion court in recent memory.

One way to resolve these two ap-
parently competing interests would 
be to overturn the de minimis 
standard and require employers to 
provide greater accommodation to 
religious employees while allowing 
employers to sometimes shift this 
cost to co-workers.

Based on what the justices said 
at the hearing and their discussion 
about accommodations that affect 
worker morale, I believe it’s likely 
that that’s exactly what the Supreme 
Court is going to do. That would 
have the effect of dramatically lim-
iting employee rights.

Take, for example, one common 
type of accommodation request, 
which is time off from work for reli-
gious observance.

In those cases, either co-workers 
can bear the cost of accommodation, 
by covering for the religious em-
ployee without necessarily earning 
more income, or the employer can 
bear the cost of accommodation, by 
hiring additional workers, paying 
premium wages or suffering a loss of 
productivity. If the Supreme Court 
determines that a cost to co-work-
ers alone can never be an undue 
hardship under Title VII, employers 
would likely shift the cost of accom-
modation onto co-workers—for 
example, requiring them to work an 
undesirable weekend shift.

Unless an accommodation also 
leads to a significant difficulty or ex-
pense on the business itself—such as 
through a loss of productivity or effi-
ciency - harm to co-workers would 
never be a justification for denying 
an accommodation, as it has been in 
most federal appellate courts.

Co-workers bearing the brunt
Co-workers could also be harmed 

in cases involving accommoda-
tion of religious expression. This 
is of particular concern in cases in 
which religious expression demeans 
LGBTQ+ people.

In 2004, the 9th Circuit deter-
mined that it would pose an un-
due hardship and be demeaning to 
co-workers for a religious employee 
to post in his cubicle the Bible verse 
“If a man also lie with mankind … 
both of them have committed an 
abomination; they shall surely be 
put to death.”

Yet if the Supreme Court broad-

ens the definition of undue hardship 
and determines costs to co-workers 
alone never create an undue hard-
ship, employers might be required—
by a civil rights law originally aimed 
at prohibiting employment discrim-
ination—to accommodate religious 
expression that demeans LGBTQ+ 
employees.

Assuming the Supreme Court 
decides this case as expected, the 
losers would be co-workers who 
will bear the brunt of the increased 
religious accommodation require-
ment. And the Roberts court would 
maintain its status as one of the most 
pro-business and pro-religion courts 
in modern times.
Debbie Kaminer, is Professor of Law, 
Baruch College, CUNY

–=≈=–
What’s a Luddite?

by Andrew Maynard
The term “Luddite” emerged in 

early 1800s England. At the time 
there was a thriving textile industry 
that depended on manual knitting 
frames and a skilled workforce to 
create cloth and garments out of cot-
ton and wool. But as the Industrial 
Revolution gathered momentum, 
steam-powered mills threatened the 
livelihood of thousands of artisanal 
textile workers.

Faced with an industrialized fu-
ture that threatened their jobs and 
their professional identity, a growing 
number of textile workers turned to 
direct action. Galvanized by their 
leader, Ned Ludd, they began to 
smash the machines that they saw 
as robbing them of their source of 
income.

It’s not clear whether Ned Ludd 
was a real person, or simply a fig-
ment of folklore invented during a 
period of upheaval. But his name 
became synonymous with rejecting 
disruptive new technologies—an 
association that lasts to this day.

Contrary to popular belief, the 
original Luddites were not an-
ti-technology, nor were they tech-
nologically incompetent. Rather, 
they were skilled adopters and users 
of the artisanal textile technologies 
of the time. Their argument was not 
with technology, per se, but with the 
ways that wealthy industrialists were 
robbing them of their way of life.
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Chicken Little 
Attacks America’s 
Teachers
by Jim Hightower

I’m a child of privilege. Not the 
privilege of money (I come from 

a family of small-town working peo-
ple). But it was my privilege to grow 
up in the public schools of Denison, 
Texas.

There I received the rich blessings 
of dedicated classroom teachers, a 
diverse student body, playground 
socialization, librarians, coaches, caf-
eteria and custodial workers, student 
politics, vocational training… and a 
deep appreciation for the unifying 
value of community and the Com-
mon Good.

That’s why I’m flabbergasted by 
today’s clique of corporate profiteers, 
theocratic zealots, and laissez-faire 
knuckleheads who’re lobbying fu-
riously across the country to de-
monize, defund, and dismantle this 
invaluable social benefit. If igno-
rance is bliss, they must be ecstatic! 

Public schools do have some real 
problems: Politicians constantly 
slashing education budgets, profes-
sional burnout created by under-
staffing and low pay, the devastating 
strain of a killer pandemic, and a 
new-normal of assault-rifle mur-
ders. But the profiteers, theocrats, 
and knuckleheads aren’t interested 
in those, instead focusing on what 
they say is the fatal flaw in public 
education: Teachers. 

Yes, the claim is that diabolical 
educators are perverting innocent 
minds by teaching America’s actual 
history, showing students that the 
full diversity of humankind enriches 
our society, and presenting our Earth 
as something to be protected, not 
plundered. And worse—Omigosh—
many classroom teachers are union 
members! So, teachers suddenly find 
themselves political pawns in the 
GOP’s culture war. “Our schools are 
a cesspool of Marxist indoctrina-
tion,” squawked Sen. Marco Rubio, 
and Donald Trump squealed that 
schools are run by “radical left mani-
acs” and “pink-haired communists.” 

These right-wing Chicken Littles 
are demonizing America’s invalu-
able educators because they need 
someone for people to hate, provid-
ing cover for their unpopular plot 
to privatize education. But hate can 
easily backfire on hatemongers—
and local teachers are a whole lot 
more popular than conniving politi-
cos and profiteers. 

–=≈=–
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By W.D. Ehrhart

So now we find out that Repub-
lican mega-donor Harlan Crow 

paid the private school tuition of a 
boy Clarence Thomas and his wife 
were raising “as a son.” We can add 
this to Thomas selling his mother’s 
home to Crow, who promptly sank 
thousands of dollars into the house 
to refurbish it, and then let Thom-
as’s mother live there rent-free. Oh, 
and there are the decades of luxury 
vacations, luxury cruises, and luxury 
private jet travel, courtesy of Harlan 
Crow. None of this was, as required 
by law, reported by Thomas.

And then there’s his wife, Virgin-
ia “Ginni” Thomas, a stridently vocal 
political activist who openly sup-
ported and participated in the “Stop 
the Steal” efforts after the 2020 pres-
idential election. She’s got all sorts of 
connections with Crow, the Federal-
ist Society, Steve Bannon, Leonard 
Leo, and other far right Republican 
operators (what else can one call 
them?), many of whom have man-
aged to funnel $$$$$ into Ginni’s 
bank account.

All of this is explained away by 
the Thomases and their supporters 
with hair-splitting semantics about 
the boy being only their legal ward, 
not their actual child, and other ex-
planations like Crow was just giving 
some gifts to his friends like any old 
pal would do, no need to report any 
of that.

Meanwhile, Senator Josh Hawley 
(R-Mo.) insists this is just partisan 
politics and part of a longstanding 
attack on Justice Thomas (Thomas? 
Justice? Talk about irony). This is the 
same senator who is about to publish 
a book called Manhood: The Mascu-
line Virtues America Needs. The same 
senator who raised his fist in support 
of the January 6th insurrection-

ists, but then a few hours later ran 
away from the people he supported 
as they attacked the Capitol (it was 
caught on tape. Google it. See for 
yourself. As King Arthur says to his 
knights in front of the French castle 
in The Holy Grail, “Run away! Run 
away!”) And he’s going to teach us 
about manhood and masculinity.

Don’t get me wrong. I don’t have 
a very good opinion of Democrats 
either. I voted for Bill Clinton be-
cause I thought maybe replacing 
the World War II generation (not 
so greatest, as it turns out) with my 
generation might result in some 
significant changes. But instead, 
Clinton turned the Democratic 
Party into Republican Lite, and his 
pathological philandering handed 
the White House over to the worst 
president this country ever had until 
Dolt .45 showed up.

Then along came Barack Obama. 
Even if he’s actually African Amer-
ican, not African-American, I never 
thought I’d see the day. But then he 
proceeded to appoint some of the 
very Wall Street manipulators who 
brought on the 2008 Crash to high 
positions in the Fed and Treasury, 
fire more drone missiles than all 
previous presidents combined, and 
lockup whistleblowers and journal-
ists at an unprecedented rate.

And now we’ve got Uncle Joe. I 
voted for him, too, though mostly 
for a single reason: he’s not Dolt .45. 
He did make the only good decision 
about Afghanistan that this country 
has ever made since 1979, and he’s 
up against Republican legislators 
who are hellbent on coddling the su-
per-rich, screwing workers and the 
poor, and doing their best to make 
sure that Biden accomplishes as little 
as possible.

But the only viable candidate the 
Democrats can come up with is a 

guy who’s six years older than I am? 
I’m 74, for cryin’ in a bucket. If he 
gets re-elected and doesn’t croak be-
fore the end of his second term, he’ll 
be 86 years old. Maybe he’ll still 
have all his marbles. All I can say is: 
here’s hoping.

Still, I’m going to have to vote for 
him. What else can any thoughtful 
person do? As a party, the Demo-
crats are about as flawed and cor-
rupt and hypocritical and beholden 
to the moneyed interests as can be. 
Prior to the rise of Dolt .45 and the 
MAGA Movement, I would have 
said they’re not much better than 
the Republicans, and that would 
have been largely true.

Now I’m not so sure. Now that the 
irrational, hate-filled, homophobic, 
misogynistic, Islamophobic, racist, 
gun-toting, book-burning politics 
of Margery Taylor Greene (R-Ga.), 
Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.), Thomas 
Massie (R-Ky.), Josh Hawley, and 
so many others of their ilk from the 
local to the national level have en-
tered the American political main-
stream, the difference between the 
two parties can no longer be called 

a choice between Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee.

I began this piece by looking 
closely at Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas. Let’s look at oth-
er members of the court. Republi-
can presidents have seated Clarence 
Thomas, John Roberts, Samuel 
Alito, Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavana-
ugh, and Amy Barrett. Democratic 
presidents have seated Sonya So-
tomayor, Elena Kagan, and Ketanji 
Jackson. And this contrast goes right 
on down through our federal judicial 
system to the appellate and district 
courts. Reason enough, in and of it-
self, to vote for Democrats.

Far more often than not, I have 
to hold my nose when I vote for a 
Democrat. But given the choices I 
have at every election, I’d have to cut 
off my nose to vote for a Republican, 
and we all know that cutting off your 
nose to spite your face is just plain 
stupid.

–=≈=–
W. D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and au-
thor of a Vietnam War memoir trilogy 
published by McFarland & Co.

John Tenniel, from Through the Looking-Glass (1871).

Tweedledum and Tweedledee?

Today, this distinction is some-
times lost.

In December 2015, Stephen 
Hawking, Elon Musk and Bill 
Gates were jointly nominated for a 
“Luddite Award.” Their sin? Raising 
concerns over the potential dangers 
of artificial intelligence.

The irony of three prominent 
scientists and entrepreneurs being 
labeled as Luddites underlines the 
disconnect between the term’s orig-
inal meaning and its more modern 

use as an epithet for anyone who 
doesn’t wholeheartedly and unques-
tioningly embrace technological 
progress.

Yet technologists like Musk and 
Gates aren’t rejecting technology or 
innovation. Instead, they’re rejecting 
a worldview that all technological 
advances are ultimately good for so-
ciety. This worldview optimistically 
assumes that the faster humans in-
novate, the better the future will be.

This “move fast and break things” 
approach toward technological in-
novation has come under increasing 
scrutiny in recent years—especially 

with growing awareness that unfet-
tered innovation can lead to deeply 
harmful consequences that a degree 
of responsibility and forethought 
could help avoid.

Why Luddism matters
In an age of ChatGPT, gene 

editing and other transformative 
technologies, perhaps we all need to 
channel the spirit of Ned Ludd as 
we grapple with how to ensure that 
future technologies do more good 
than harm.

In fact, “Neo-Luddites” or “New 
Luddites” is a term that emerged at 
the end of the 20th century.

In 1990, the psychologist Chellis 
Glendinning published an essay ti-
tled “Notes toward a Neo-Luddite 
Manifesto.”

In it, she recognized the nature 
of the early Luddite movement and 
related it to a growing disconnect 
between societal values and techno-
logical innovation in the late 20th 
century. As Glendinning writes, 
“Like the early Luddites, we too are 
a desperate people seeking to protect 
the livelihoods, communities, and 
families we love, which lie on the 
verge of destruction.”

–=≈=–
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2016—In Houston, hundreds rally to 
support Islam. Hundreds more rally, 
armed, to oppose it. All have been 
duped by a Russian troll farm.
2001—GAO refutes the GOP: Dems 
didn’t vandalize the White House.
1981—The Senate OKs $20 billion to 
resume full-scale production of nerve 
gas and other chemical weapons.
1980—In Gwangju, Korea, students 
using weapons looted from armories 
drive troops from downtown.
1975—Responding to a FOIA re-
quest, the CIA debuts its “neither 
confirm nor deny” non-response.
1968—Students protest the Vietnam 
War in West Berlin, Paris, Peking, 
Berkeley, and New York.
1952—Blacklisted actor John Gar-
field dies of a heart attack at 39.
1946—A screwdriver slips; the same 
plutonium core that killed Harry 
Daghlian the previous August gives 
Louis Slotin a lethal burst of radiation. 
1945—Bogie, 45, marries Bacall, 20.
1924—Nathan Leopold, 19, and 
Richard Loeb, 18, murder Robert 
Franks, 14, for the fun of it.
1894—“Courage, camarade, vive l’an-
archie” Emile Henry tells the crowd, 
moments before he’s guillotined.
1871—To correct the alleged errors of 
the Paris Commune, the 20-35,000 
executions of “Bloody Week” begin.
1823—The 200th anniversary of the 
settling of Portsmouth is “celebrated 
with great éclat.” 
1766—Raleigh is launched.

2022—Southern Baptists reveal their 
leaders have been conspiring for years 
to protect hundreds of sex abusers.
2004—Portsmouth’s Leftist March-
ing Band debuts in Market Square.
1980—Jimmy Carter gives South 
Korean dictator Chun Doo Hwan 
the OK: use military force against ci-
vilians to “restore order” in Gwangju. 
1977—Gun rights fanatic Harlon 
Carter takes over the NRA—46 years 
after murdering Ramón Casiano, 15.
1968—Scorpion, its nuclear torpedos, 
and 99 crewmen are lost at sea.
1962—Thomas G. Doty buys dyna-
mite and flight insurance, then boards 
Flight 11, which explodes. Instead of 
$300K, his wife gets a $3.00 refund.
1949—Ex-Defense Secretary James 
Forrestal ambiguously defenestrates 
from a 16th floor hospital window.
1944—Life runs a photo: an Ameri-
can girl looking at a souvenir from her 
boyfriend in the Pacific: “a Jap skull.”
1920—Henry Ford’s newspaper, the 
Dearborn Independent, begins pub-
lishing anti-semitic articles based on 
the bogus Protocols of the Elders of Zion.
1903—Nikola Tesla, broke, makes 
the rent by plugging Triscuits—“the 
only biscuits baked by electricity.”
1856—Rep. Preston Brooks (D-SC) 
beats Sen. Charles Sumner (R-Mass.) 
nearly to death on the Senate floor.
1622—English settlers at Jamestown 
serve the Powhatans a barrel of poi-
soned wine, killing 200. They shoot 
another 50, and scalp the dead.

2012—A mentally-unstable PNSY 
employee sets a fire that destroys the 
billion-dollar U.S.S. Miami.
1999—Wrestler Owen Hart drops 78 
feet to his death in the ring; 15 min-
utes later, the show resumes.
1976—The Washington Post reports 
that Rep. Wayne L. Hays’ (D-Ohio) 
mistress, on his payroll at $14,000 a 
year, admits she “can’t type…can’t file, 
[and] can’t even answer the phone.”
1971—Nixon meets with the milk 
cartel. His campaign gets $2 million, 
they get a $100 million price hike.
1969—Sgt. Paul Meyer steals a C-130 
from Mildenhall, UK and heads for 
Langley, Va. He crashes into the En-
glish Channel—possibly shot down.
1950—The Treaty of Detroit gives 
better benefits to workers, but they 
lose power over corporate decisions. 
1939—U.S.S. Squalus sinks off the 
Isles of Shoals with 59 aboard. Within 
40 hours, 33 are rescued; 26 die.
1934—Cops in Louisiana ambush and 
kill Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow. 
Their bodies are mauled by gawkers as 
they get hauled through town, dead, in 
their shot-up Ford V-8.
1930—Serial killer Carl Panzram 
writes to the Society for the Abolition of 
Capital Punishment, “I wish you all had 
one neck and that I had my hands on it.”
1908—In Calif., 16 passengers sur-
vive a fall from an exploding dirigible.
1849—In Haverhill, N.H., thou-
sands watch as Rev. Enos Dudley is 
hanged for strangling his wife.

2005—“See,” mansplains G.W.[MD] 
Bush, “in my line of work you got to 
keep repeating things over and over 
and over again for the truth to sink in, 
to kind of catapult the propaganda.”
2000—Linda Tripp beats a wiretap 
rap. Because she’s a right wingnut, ig-
norance of the law is an excuse.
1989—Being killed by Texas state 
employees, Stephen McCoy has a vi-
olent drug reaction. A male witness 
faints, knocking over another witness.
1978—Looking to spring skyjacker 
Garrett B. Trapnell, Barbara Ann 
Oswald tells Allen Barklage, at gun-
point, to land his helicopter in the 
Marion, Ill. prison. Barklage grabs 
her gun and shoots her dead instead.
1971—After a ski pole punctures his 
heart in a fall from a ski lift, actor Clint 
Walker is declared dead. A dissenting 
M.D. postpones his death to 2018.
1964—Barry Goldwater says let’s 
drop some nukes on Vietnam.
1961—Law-abiding Freedom Riders 
are arrested in Jackson, Miss. as per 
agreement between Sen. James East-
land and A.G. Bobby Kennedy.
1959—The first home bomb shelter is 
shown in Pleasant Hills, Pa.
1861—Shot while removing a Rebel 
flag from a hotel roof in Alexandria, 
Va., Colonel Elmer Ellsworth, friend 
of Abe Lincoln, becomes the first 
Union officer to die in the Civil War.
1824—More hours for less pay? No—
102 women and girls in Pawtucket 
hold the U.S.’s first industrial strike.

2020—A white Minneapolis cop 
murders George Perry Floyd, Jr. 
2007—As U. Mass. hands an honor-
ary degree to Andrew Card, George 
W.[MD] Bush’s ex-Chief of Staff, 
students and faculty howl and boo.
1988—Evicted from his crypt, Peter 
Lawford’s ashes are scattered at sea; 
the National Enquirer covers the cost 
of the boat—none of his children will.
1986—“Hands Across America” ends 
hunger and homelessness. Well done!
1981—Kennebunkport native Dan 
Goodwin, 25, scales Chicago’s Sears 
Tower while dressed as Spiderman.
1979—Sitting in “Old Sparky,” wait-
ing for the juice, John Spenkelink says, 
“Capital punishment: them without 
the capital get the punishment.”
1953—At the Nevada Test Site, the 
U.S. fires a 15-kt nuclear warhead from 
a cannon called “Atomic Annie,” previ-
ously seen at Ike’s Inaugural Parade.
1950—A speeding Green Hornet 
streetcar in Chicago collides with a 
gasoline truck, killing 34.
1928—After circling the North Pole, 
Umberto Nobile’s airship Italia crash-
es northeast of Spitsbergen. Eight 
crew members survive on the ice; six 
vanish as the balloon drifts away.
1920—At a parochial school in 
Hampton, Nebraska, Robert T. Mey-
er is arrested for teaching German.
1826—Hooligans in Chepatchet, 
R.I. test Hachaliah Bailey’s claim that 
his elephant, “Old Betty,” has bullet-
proof hide. He was lying, she does not. 

2020—Minneapolis says a suspect 
died after “suffering medical distress.”
2004—The NY Times admits that its 
pre-war Iraq coverage was “not as rig-
orous as it should have been.”
1989—Future Veep J. Danforth 
Quayle predicts, “We are on an irre-
versible trend toward more freedom and 
democracy, but that could change.”
1972—Nixon’s “Plumbers” first effort 
to gain entry to Democratic National 
HQ at the Watergate fails.
1970—The destroyer U.S.S. Richard 
B. Anderson’s departure for Vietnam 
is delayed due to sabotage by the crew.
1947—An FBI memo duly notes that 
It’s a Wonderful Life  is communistic.
1938—The House Un-American 
Activities Committee begins carrying 
out its un-American activities.
1937—Ford’s thugs beat hell out of 
Walter Reuther and three union col-
leagues in the “Battle of the Overpass.”
1924—Congress establishes quotas 
on immigrants: whites are alright, of 
course, but “Orientals” are banned.
1916—Louis Thomas “Moondog” 
Hardin, composer, street musician, 
and all-around Viking-helmet-wear-
ing blind eccentric is born.
1647—In Hartford, Conn., where the 
State House now stands, Alice “Alse” 
Young becomes the first American 
hanged for witchcraft.
1637—At Mystic, Conn., Captains 
John Mason and John Underhill set 
fire to the Pequots’ fort, burning alive 
about 600 men, women, and children.

2017—It’s the last “Last Call” at 
Portsmouth’s Coat of Arms. 
1994—Charles Rodman Campbell 
does his best to dodge it, but Wash-
ington State’s hangman finally man-
ages to get a noose around his neck.
1972—Nixon’s “Plumbers” fail a sec-
ond time trying to break into Demo-
cratic National HQ at the Watergate.
1962—To clear an underground land-
fill, Centralia, Pa. officials set a fire. It 
spreads to a coal seam, forcing aban-
donment of the town 30 years later. 
The fire still burns.
1959—NBC’s Today Show reports 
straight-faced on the Society for In-
decency to Naked Animals’ satirical 
campaign to clothe quadrupeds.
1944—NBC censors Eddie Cantor: 
his song, “We’re Having a Baby, My 
Baby and Me” is too lewd for the tube.
1941—Biplanes sink the Bismark. 
1940—As Brits evacuate Dunkirk, 
Captain Jack Churchill drops a Nazi 
with an arrow from his longbow.
1923—Arch-fiend Heinz Alfred 
Kissinger is born in Fürth, Bavaria.
1902—Luna Park’s owners poison 
then electrocute Topsy the Elephant. 
Edison’s cameras film the event.
1702—“I am about to—or I am going 
to—die;” says French grammarian 
Dominique Bouhours, “either expres-
sion is used.”
1541—Margaret Pole, 67, 8th Count-
ess of Salisbury, tries to dodge the ax 
in the Tower of London. It only makes 
things worse; the job takes 12 strokes.

2009—Jonathan Trappe crosses the 
English Channel suspended from a 
cluster of 54 multicolored balloons.
1987—W. German Mathias Rust, 19, 
lands a rented Cessna in Red Square.
1986—The DOE calls off its search 
for a site to dump high-level nuclear 
waste from power plants; southwest-
ern N.H. had been a candidate.
1972—Third time’s a charm for Nix-
on’s “Plumbers,” finally breaking into 
DNC HQ in the Watergate Hotel.
1962—The stock market plummets 
5.7 percent, the worst drop since 1929.
1959—The U.S. Army sends Able and 
Baker, two monkeys, into space.
1946—The Pentagon begins working 
on a long-range bomber to be powered 
by a nuclear reactor; 15 years and $8 
billion later it’s declared impractical.
1871—In Père Lachaise cemetery, 
French soldiers restore proper order by 
massacring 147 Communards.
1868—“I like an Indian better dead 
than living,” Delegate James M. Cav-
enaugh [D-Mont.] tells Congress, “I 
have never…seen a good Indian…
except…a dead Indian.”
1830—Andy Jackson says all Indians 
must move west of the Mississippi.
1754—Tanacharison, scout for Lieu-
tenant Colonel George Washington, 
murders the wounded Joseph Coulon 
de Jumonville near Fort Necessity. The 
French and Indian War ensues.
1291—Acre falls to the Mamluks; the 
Crusades end, a century after Richard 
I’s 1191 slaughter of 2,600 captives.

2020—A U.S. President, scared by 
a protest against a Minneapolis cop’s 
murder of George Floyd, hides for an 
hour in the White House bunker.
2017—A U.S. President asks an aide, 
at a Memorial Day observance, “I 
don’t get it. What was in it for them?”
2015—The Washington Post prints 
ex-Gov. John H. Sununu’s confession 
that in 1988 he bartered state assets—
low numbered license plates—to buy 
support for G.H.[H.]W. Bush.
2008—Senator (and candidate) John 
McCain [R-Ariz.] says “Mosul is qui-
et” on a day when 30 die there.
2002—FBI head Robert Mueller says 
9/11 might have been preventable.
2001—The Bush twins, charged with 
underage boozing, plead nolo.
1992—In Gibsonton, Fla., “Lobster 
Boy” Grady Stiles Jr. is murdered by a 
hit man hired by his family.
1987—Michael Jackson attempts to 
buy the Elephant Man’s bones.
1968—Charles deGaulle flees the 
Paris insurgency. In Baden-Baden, 
French General J. Massu advises him, 
“You’re in the shit and you have to stay 
in it a bit longer.” He returns.
1953—Tenzing Norgay and Edmund 
Hillary summit Mount Everest.
1941—Disgruntled Disney cartoon-
ists vote to go out on strike.
1932—WW I “Bonus Marchers” be-
gin arriving in Washington, D.C.
1922—The Supreme Court rules that 
baseball is not a business and is there-
fore exempt from anti-trust laws.

2019—The state Senate overrides 
Gov. Sununu’s veto: New Hampshire’s 
out of the killing business—except for 
that one Black guy on death row.
2007—Florida man Dale Rippy, a 
’Nam vet, is attacked by a rabid bobcat. 
He strangles it with bare hands.
1962—Missionary Archie E. Mitch-
ell, sole survivor of a Bly, Ore. picnic 
devastated by a Japanese fire balloon, 
is captured, along with two others, by 
the Viet Cong. He’s never seen again.
1961—Plotters using CIA-supplied 
weapons assassinate Rafael Trujillo. 
They fail to neutralize his secret police, 
though, and will pay with their lives.
1937—Police attack strikers at Re-
public Steel in Chicago: 10 are shot 
dead, 55 hospitalized, 30 wounded.
1927—In Queens, N.Y., Fred Trump, 
father of The Donald, is arrested for 
“refusing to disperse” from a KKK pa-
rade that devolved into a riot.
1922—The Lincoln Memorial is ded-
icated. The ceremony is segregated.
1854—President Franklin Pierce 
[D-N.H.] signs the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act, which he also co-wrote. It leads 
directly to “Bleeding Kansas.”
1806—Andy Jackson, dueling, takes 
a bullet near his heart, aims carefully, 
and shoots Charles Dickinson dead.
1783—America’s 1st daily, The Penn-
sylvania Evening Post, begins.
1741—N.Y.C. burns 13 Black men at 
the stake and hangs 21 men and wom-
en, Black and white, for planning a 
revolt against slavery.

2020—Irene Triplett, the last recip-
ient of a Civil War pension (via her 
pop), dies at 90 in Wilkesboro, N.C. 
2009—Dr. George Tiller, while ush-
ering in a Wichita, Kansas church, is 
shot dead to uphold the sanctity of life.
2007—New Hampshire becomes the 
first state to honor same-sex unions 
without court intervention.
1989—As Newt drives him from the 
Speakership, Jim Wright [D-Texas], 
denounces “mindless cannibalism.”
1921—A Black WW I veteran in 
Tulsa refuses a demand to surrender 
his pistol. During a struggle it fires; a 
massive “race war” ensues. 
1921—The mistrial of Sacco and Van-
zetti begins under Judge Webster “Did 
you see what I did with those anarchis-
tic bastards the other day?” Thayer.
1919—N.H.-born Lieut. Command-
er Albert Read and crew, in an NC-4,  
complete the first trans-Atlantic flight.
1889—A shoddy dam belonging to 
the South Fork Fishing and Hunting 
Club (Andrew Carnegie, Andrew 
Mellon, &.) collapses upstream of 
Johnstown, Pa. Roughly 2,200 die; 
unscathed, the owners pay $0.
1854—President Franklin Pierce 
[D-N.H.] tells the U.S. Atty. in Bos-
ton to incur “any expense…necessary” 
to re-enslave escapee Anthony Burns.
1779—General George Washington 
orders New Hampshire’s Gen. John 
Sullivan to bring “destruction…dev-
astation [and] total ruinment” to the 
Haudenosaunee [Iroquois]. He does.

2020—The President asks, about 
people protesting outside the White 
House, “Can’t you just shoot them?”
2005—Having wrecked Iraq, Paul 
Wolfowitz starts on the World Bank.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush an-
nounces at West Point that we’ll at-
tack pre-emptively if he feels like it.
1980—Ted Turner launches CNN—
the 24-hour news cycle commences.
1971—The N.Y. Times swallows 
Chuck Colson’s bait: a “vets group” he 
created says that it backs the war.
1967—Disgruntled vets form Viet-
nam Veterans Against the War.
1954—The AEC pulls the security 
clearance of Manhattan Project boss 
J. Robert Oppenheimer.
1950—Maine’s Margaret C. Smith 
asks fellow Republicans to renounce 
the “Four Horsemen of Calumny–
Fear, Ignorance, Bigotry, and Smear.” 
She is duly punished by them.
1921—Tulsa’s whites use planes to 
firebomb the wealthy Black neigh-
borhood of Greenwood into oblivion, 
murdering hundreds in the process.
1918—Advised by a retreating French 
officer at Belleau Woods to turn back, 
U.S.M.C. Capt. Lloyd Williams re-
plies, “Retreat? Hell, we just got here.”
1857—The American Party sends 
Baltimore’s Plug Uglies to disrupt 
municipal elections in D.C. To restore 
order President Buchanan calls out the 
Marines, who shoot 10 citizens dead.
1660—Mary Dyer is hanged in Bos-
ton for her Quaker beliefs.

2002—The CIA admits to Con-
gress—in a classified document, to 
avoid undue alarm—it had tracked 
one 9/11 hijacker months earlier than 
it had previously admitted.
1999—The Virginian-Pilot reports 
that evangelist Pat Robertson has had 
“extensive dealings” with Liberian 
war criminal Charles Taylor.
1976—Don Bolles, investigative 
reporter for the Arizona Republic, is 
mortally injured by a bomb under his 
car. Two guys take falls.
1972—Alfred W. McCoy explains to 
Congress that top South Vietnamese 
officials, the CIA, and the Mafia are 
all in the heroin racket together.
1971—“Treating [the press] with 
considerably more contempt,” Nixon 
writes to Haldeman, “is in the long 
run a more productive policy.”
1919—Anarchist bombs explode in 
eight cities. Attorney General Mitch-
ell Palmer’s D.C. home is nearly de-
stroyed; the bomber’s body parts land 
across the street on FDR’s stoop. 
1855—Reacting to a newspaper 
report, a mob breaks into Portland, 
Maine’s City Hall in search of rum 
bought on orders from Mayor Neal 
Dow, author of the state’s prohibition 
law. Dow orders militia to fire on the 
crowd; one man, a sailor, is shot dead.
1854—A Boston judge, backed to 
the hilt by N.H.’s own Pres. Franklin 
Pierce, rules that escapee Anthony 
Burns must return to enslavement in 
Virginia—boosting abolitionism.

2009—New Hampshire becomes the 
first state to legalize same-sex mar-
riage without a court order.
2002—Egypt says it warned the U.S., 
a week before 9/11, that al-Qaeda was 
about to strike the U.S.
1983—In Medina, N.D., “Greatest 
Generation” veteran, Posse Comitatus 
co-founder, and anti-tax crank Gor-
don Kahl dies in a shootout with the 
FBI, having slain five U.S. Marshals.
1980—A failed 46-cent computer 
chip briefly convinces NORAD that 
220 Soviet missiles are incoming.
1974—Brown & Williamson tests a 
cigarette blended to smell like pot.
1969—In the South China Sea, a nav-
igational mistake takes the destroyer 
U.S.S. Evans under the bow of the car-
rier HMAS Melbourne. The bow of the 
Evans sinks with 73 of her crew. “The 
Wall” does not include their names.
1961—Henry R. Marshall, inves-
tigating LBJ’s pal Billy Sol Estes 
for the Agriculture Department, is 
found with five .22 slugs in him from 
a bolt-action rifle. Verdict: “suicide.” 
1947—At West Point, 56 years before 
#43 preemptively attacks Iraq, #34 
tells graduates, “War is mankind’s 
most tragic and stupid folly; to seek 
or advise its deliberate provocation is 
a black crime against all men.”
1924—RIP Franz Kafka; last words: 
“Kill me, or else you are a murderer!”
1678—In Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, tything men are appointed “to 
inspect the neighbor’s families.”
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

“No man is worth his salt who is 
not ready at all times to risk his 
body, to risk his well-being, to 
risk his life, in a great cause.” 

— Theodore Roosevelt
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar
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Red
Door

Pottery Studio
Buy pottery…

it’s good for the soul.
www.reddoorpottery.com

44 Government Street, Kittery, Me.
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