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The Fortnightly Rant

A Little Inconvenient History

R on DeSantis—the only sitting
governor known to have both
committed torture® and gotten
married at Disneyland—rampaged
through the Granite State recently.

Can we say rampaged? After
careful consideration, yes, we can.
Other candidates—normal candi-
dates—campaign. When you try to
drum up support by threatening to
slit the throats of federal workers,
rampage is actually a euphemism.

DiSantis volunteered this insight
into his management style at a July
30th barbeque held in Rye, just
down the road apiece: “On bureau-
cracy, you know, we're going to have
all these deep state people, you know,
we’re going to start slitting throats
on Day One and be ready to go.”

It was not an errant slip of the
tongue. The week before, when
asked what changes he might make
at the Pentagon, he suggested that
he might ask the Secretary of De-
fense to “slit some throats.”

This earlier bit of bloody busi-
ness seems to have been lost in the
kerfuffle. Perhaps it’s because civil
servants are so rarely called upon to
kill, whereas at the Pentagon, next
to burning up taxpayer dollars and
fossil fuels, killing people is Job One.

DiSantis was invited to Rye by
Scott Brown, who some may recall
as the failed 2014 carpet-bagger Re-
publican nominee for Senator from
New Hampshire. Brown later served

* DiSantis, as a young Navy lawyer at Git-
mo, was asked by his CO how to deal with
hunger strikes. By his own admission in
2006, he recommended force feeding. For-
mer inmates who were force fed there say
he was in the room, overseeing it all and,
some say, enjoying the spectacle. No Tom
Cruise, he—more like Col. Jessep. Force
feeding is considered torture under the
terms of the United Nations Convention
Against Torture. The U.S. is a signatory to
the Treaty. Before signing, of course, we
carved out a slew of caveats, exceptions, and
“understandings.”

a single term as the Senator from
Massachusetts before ending up in
New Zealand. He’s a handsome,
multi-talented guy, athletic and mu-
sical, but geographically he’s all over
the map—and apparently careless
in his choice of acquaintances. Zhe
Hill’s account of the Florida gover-
nor’s blood-curdling yelp does not
mention any reaction from Brown.
Perhaps he was busy tending bar.

Plenty of other people did re-
spond, few of them favorably.

Tony Reardon, the president of
the National Treasury Employ-
ees Union, which, according to the
Washington Post, “represents about
150,000 employees at the Inter-
nal Revenue Service and 30 other
federal agencies—called the com-
ments ‘repulsive and unworthy of
the presidential campaign trail'in a
statement. Reardon is right to take
alarm. If there’s a purge, IRS workers
will be prime targets.

In their own defense, the right
wing goons who use this kind of
language suddenly become linguis-
tic scholars; readers of Chomsky, no
doubt: it’s metaphorical, it’s hyper-
bole.

It’s pick your own lame excuse, is
what it is,and a fig leaf for stochastic
terrorism.

Everett Kelley isn't having any
of that “only kidding, just figure of
speech” BS. “We've seen too often
in recent years—from the Oklaho-
ma City bombing in 1995 to the
sacking of the Capitol on January
6, 2021—that violent anti-govern-
ment rhetoric from politicians has
deadly consequences. Any candidate
who positions themselves [sic] with-
in that shameful tradition has no
place in public office.” Kelley is the
National President of the 700,000
member American Federation of
Government Employees.
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We will give DeSantis credit for
having the guts to show his face in
this vicinity. After all, we're pretty
woke around here.

Woke seems to give him the hee-
bie jeebies. What he and his cohort
call woke is actually just a reflection
of reality—and he can’t handle that.
You can tell by the measures they’ll
take to distance themselves from it.

Perhaps the high water mark for
this effort—or low-water mark, if
you prefer—is his state’s school sys-
tem trying to pass off enslavement
as some sort of benevolent jobs pro-
gram for African immigrants who,
by the way, got free passage across
the Atlantic. It’s so crazy you have to
laugh. Or cry.

Here in Portsmouth we have an
African Burying Ground Memori-
al. It gracefully commemorates the
lives of hundreds of Africans—some
free, some enslaved—who lived,
worked, and died here. Its general
whereabouts were long know, but
the site was ignored until twenty

years ago. These days you just can't
find people buried under the street
and go on pretending it’s no big deal.

We feel a particular attachment to
the Burying Ground because Prim-
us, an enslaved African man, is al-
most certainly buried there. Primus
worked the press for Daniel Fowle,
the founder of this newspaper, first
in Boston, and then up here. With-
out the benefit of Primus’ forced
labor, over the span of more than
thirty years, would Daniel have been
the success that he was? We can
never know, but his debt—and thus
ours—is undeniable.

From the lore we have about him,
Primus was more than a worker.
Though bent by his labors, he was
unbowed in spirit. And the cosmos
gave him one long, last laugh. We
can, and do, visit Primus’ grave. The
whereabouts of Daniel’s bones are
unknown.

We indulge in this reverie because
recently, another long-forgotten
African graveyard has been in the

news. Using DNA, scientists have
found more than 41,000 genetic
descendants of 27 enslaved people
buried 220 years ago in the vicinity
of Maryland’s Catoctin Furnace. We
won't presume to guess what this
means for these descendants.

We'll gleefully speculate, though,
that if Ron DeSantis knew the truth
about early American iron works, his
head would explode.

According to the National Park
Service’s Ethnography Program,
African men with iron making skills
were essential in the development
of the colonial iron industry. Iron
workers were an elite group in West
and West Central Africa. By 1775,
the colonies were the world’s third
largest producer of iron.

In the 1780s, Britisher Henry
Cort was hailed for inventing a rev-
olutionary process for converting
pig iron into wrought iron. Recent
scholarship shows that he probably
filched the process from Black Ja-

maican iron workers.
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The Cold War Continues

he Soviet Union fell more than

thirty years ago, but the Cold
War continues—at least, here in
New Hampshire.

Merrimack County Superior
Court is the site of the latest battle.
Andru Volinsky filed a lawsuit there
Monday;, calling for the restoration
of a state historical marker remem-
bering Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, also
known as “The Rebel Girl.”

The marker had been placed in
response to a public request, in ac-
cordance with established process.
After a review for historical accu-
racy and relevance, and a final OK
of the wording, molten aluminum
was poured into a mold, giving the
marker its final, familiar, and iconic
shape. On May 1st, workers for the
state’s Department of Transpor-
tation placed it atop a pole at the
corner of Court and Montgomery
streets in Concord.

A freakout immediately ensued.

The Union Leaders Kevin
Landrigan reported on May 3rd,
“Executive  Councilors David
Wheeler, R-Milford, and Joseph
Kenney, R-Wakefield, said the deci-
sion to place a marker about the life
of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn in Con-
cord was an insult to all veterans, and
state officials should have blocked it
in the first instance.

“Every man and woman who
served in uniform as a Cold War
warrior and our sisters and broth-
ers, we do not support at all that
this particular person gets a historic
marker,” said Kenney, a Gulf War
veteran.”*

According to a press release sent

* For the record, this statement is factual-
ly inaccurate. This newspaper could easily
name a score of Cold War—and hot war—
veterans who would favor a historic marker

remembering Elizabeth Gurley Flynn.

by the plaintiffs, “two days after the
Flynn marker was installed [Exec-
utive Councilor Joe Kenney] de-
manded it be removed. Governor
Sununu agreed, and the marker was
taken away by the Department of
Transportation on May 15th upon
the order of Sarah Stewart, Com-
missioner of the Department of
Natural and Cultural Resources
[DNCR], which includes the Divi-
sion of Historical Resources.”

Wheeler, according to N.H. Pub-
lic Radio, “called for the [Executive
Council] to have final approval of all
signs moving forward.” Carrying out
such a power grab would presum-
ably require passage of a bill in the
legislature.

“The marker was illegally removed
based on ideological considerations
that fly in the face of the historical
marker program’s purpose,”said Sar-
gent, who taught American history

for several decades at colleges and
universities in the Midwest and in
New Hampshire.

Further legal details were includ-
ed in the press release, as follows:

“The case is filed at Merrimack
County Superior Court as Case Num-
ber: 3127558.

“The Historical Marker Program
was established under R.S.A. 236:40,
which provides, “The commissioner of
transportation may erect historic mark-
ers or signs within the right-of-way of
any class I 1 or 111 highway. He shall
put up a marker upon the petition of 20
or move state citizens.

According to the lawsuit, the policies
and guidelines which the DNCR uses
to run the program are invalid because
their adoption was not consistent with
the requirements of the Administrative
Procedures Act.

“Neither were rules governing his-
torical markers ratified by the State

Historical Resources Council, as re-
quired by R§A 227:C5, the complaint
said.

“Moreover, the complaint asserts,
Commissioner Stewart did not even
Jfollow her own invalid guidelines,
which require DNCR to consult with
the State Historical Resources Council
before markers are retired.’

“Nor is there anything in the law or
DNCR guidelines which provide for
markers to be removed on grounds of
political or personal ideology,’ the com~
Plaint says.

“Commissioner Stewart herself told
Councilor Kenney that the purpose of
the marker program is to inform the
public about New Hampshire history,”
said Alpert, a longtime New Hamp-
shire activist.

According fo the complaint, Stew-
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art’s response to Kenney on May 3rd
was consistent with her department’s
stated policy, which says the purpose of
historical markers is to educate the pub-
lic about New Hamps/.)z'reic history, not
o honor, memorialize, or commemorate
persons, events, or places. Because His-
torical Highway Markers are not hon-
org?c in nature, they do not serve the
same purpose as monuments, statues,

memorial plaques, or war memorials.”

“Describing appropriate subjects
for historical markers, the Division of
Historical Resources policy statement
also says, “The person, place, event, or-
ganization, or innovation to be marked
had a significant impact on its times
and has demonstrated historical signif-
icance.

“There is no doubt that Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn was a significant histor-
ical figure, Alpert said.

“The complaint asked the court to de-
clare the existing policies of the histori-
cal marker program invalid, to declare
that Commissioner Stewart violated
the plaintiffs’ rights, and order the Fly-
nn marker to be reinstalled at its prior
location.”

“Today is the 133rd anniversary of
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn’s birth to An-
nie Gurley and Thomas Flynn, who at

the time were living at 12 Montgom-~
ery Street in Concord.”

Thus endeth the press release, to
which we would only add the fol-
lowing:

A Note on Objectivity in the News

Many people seem to think that
newspapers should be “objective,”
meaning they should steer an edito-
rial course that is midway between
the positions held by two opposing
factions. That widespread assump-
tion can create a dangerous situation.
A power-hungry faction can ignore
the truth and roll right over our su-
pine media like Soviet tanks pouring
through the infamous Fulda Gap.

So, pardon us for dispensing with
polite fiction, but we believe that
George Orwell would immediately
recognize this attempt to un-person
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. The Flynn
Historical Marker went through all
the proper channels before it was
created and installed. Powerful in-
dividuals in state government dis-
regarded all that, and are, in effect,
governing to suit their personal
whims.

A Trump-esque disregard for
proper order is the thin edge of the
fascist wedge. A restored marker
would indicate a healthy political

environment.

The B

ELIEABETH
GURLEY FLYNN
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Arnie Alpert and Mary Lee Sargent stand before the Elizabeth Gurley
Flynn Historical Marker. Installed, in accordance with the law, af the cor-
ner of Court and Montgomery streets in Concord, near Flynn’s birthplace,
on May 1, 2023, it was subsequently and irregularly removed a forz‘nigbt
later to accommodate certain political figures. Photo by Barbara Keshen.
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A Precursor in Soviet Graphic Arts?
U.S. Cold Warriors used to love

mocking the Soviet practice of cen-
soring photos so that Stalin’s former
comrades who had fallen into disfa-
vor would, as if by magic, disappear
from the past. Here we see a classic

example:
£ ] I {I. :.v 5
1 ! o - d

First we see Josef Stalin and Ni-
kolai Yezhov beside the Volga-Don
Canal, then we see only “Uncle Joe,”
our WW II ally. Yezhov headed the
NKVD during the Great Purge of
1936 - 1938. A special execution
chamber was built to his specifica-
tions. In 1940, he was taken there
and shot. Gone from the real world,
and gone from the photographic
record.

The recent removal of the Eliz-
abeth Gurley Flynn Historical

Marker by Governor Sununu and
his Council cronies is, of course, in
no way related to the ways the Sovi-
ets used the graphic arts.

Why is it any different, you ask?
Isn't it obvious? Nobody’s been shot
yet. Beyond that, the distinction gets
hazier. We've got a robust imagina-
tion; give us some time. Perhaps we
can come up with another reason.

Cold War Trojan Horse Mourned

'This right wing tizzy also reminds
us somehow of Epsom’s Trojan
horse. Erected during the Kennedy
administration, this cobbled-to-
gether bit of folk art, assembled
from scrap lumber, stood just north
of Route Four. It stood as a proud
warning to all who passed: beware
the United Nations!

The splintery old nag was sur-
rounded by small white crosses bear-
ing the names of Albania, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, and all the other
Captive Nations on the Wrong Side
of the Iron Curtain. The gist of the
ensemble being that continued def-
erence to the UN would eventually
result with the U.S. of A. getting a
white cross of its own.

Somehow that never happened,
at least, not yet. Tell that to today’s
Republicans, though.

Back in those halcyon pre-
Dolt #45 days, the Trojan Horse
served as a Rorschach test of sorts.
Some—perhaps a minority, but who

knows?— took it exactly as intend-
ed: an altogether serious warning,
ignored at our collective peril.

More, we suspect, may have seen
it as we did—as a unique bit of folk
art, truly representative of New
Hampshire in all its goofy glory. We
don't recall, though, any left wing
mobs demanding that it be removed
from the roadside and expunged
from memory.

The horse did go up in smoke,
early one Sunday morning in 1987.
UPI, which was still a thing in those
days, covered the story.

“Firefighters found a gasoline can
on the axle, which along with the
wheels were all that remained of the
horse,’ Police Chief Peter Burgess
said.

“But Burgess said the fire was not
directed at the anti-communist fer-
vor of Barbara and Peter Frank An-
derson, the couple who displayed the
horse in front of their home.

“Politics had nothing to do with
why it was burned,” Burgess said. Tt
was vandalism, criminal mischief.”

‘The Andersons weren't about to
let a couple of miscreants end their
crusade, though. A replacement
took the horse’s place.

In 2016, according to AP, a subse-
quent owner put it out to pasture in
an obscure field in Chichester, fear-
ful that its deteriorating condition
might inspire some firebug to repeat

the 1987 blaze.
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No Such Thing As Structural Racism, Eh?

The Center for Economic and
Policy Research [CEPR] has re-
leased an important study which
will, we fear, take the country by
snores.

We can't put our finger on it, but
CNN and the New York Times just
don’t seem to pay much attention
to stories like the following. Maybe
they just assume that it’s not news
because, as Leonard Cohen put it:
“Everybody knows the fight was
fixed/The poor stay poor, the rich
getrich.”

But enough of our jabber.

Here’s CEPR:

By investigating a variety of White-
Black unemployment-rate compar-
isons, this report reveals that White
peaple as a group always have better
employment outcomes than similar
Black people. Among wveterans, peo-
Ple with disabilities, people who were
former/y incarcerated, and the for-
eign-born, the data suggests that em-
ployers prefer White candidates over
their Black peers. White people fare bet-
ter in finding employment even when
educational attainment, skills, and city

of residence are the same.

Key takeaways:

From 2000 to 2022, in 14 out af 23
years, the overall Black unemployment
rate was higher than the rate for White
high school dropouts.

Across frve different categories of col-
lege majors, the Black unemployment
rates are double the respective White
rates.

The Black teen unemployment rate
is nearly double the White rate. Even
when employers have little or no skill
requirements, they still prefer White
candidates.

The White-Black unemployment
disparity is much larger within Chi-
cago, New York, and the District of
Columbia than in the nation overall.

Some of these outcomes can be at-
tributed to overt anti-Black attitudes,
while others to the more covert form of
discrimination that results from hiring
within White social networks. To ad-
dress these trends, the U.S. needs stron-
ger anti-discrimination enforcement, a
Federal Reserve committed to achiev-
ing maximum employment, and a
national, subsidized employment pro-
gram targeted to high-unemployment

The altogether splendid nao Trinidad, a reproduction of Ferdinand Ma-
gellan’s flagship, visited Portsmouth late last month as part of Sail Ports-
mouth. The successful circumferential voyage, though a heroic feat in its
day, had negative consequences for many. Not least among them was Ma-
gellan himself- He was killed in the Philippines by natives who resented
the suggestion that they ought to change their religion, and his body was
kept as a trophy. Then there are those who died of unfamiliar diseases, or
were forced into enslavement. But we digress. This sure is one boaty boat.

communities. None of these policy solu-
tions can stand alone, but rather can
work alongside one another o close the
White-Black unemployment gap.

To go beyond the Executive Sum-
mary, visit: httpsi//cepr.net/report/
the-continuing-power-of-white-pref-
erences-in-employment/

When Confederate Monuments Went Up,

Black Voting Went Down
by Alexander N. Taylor

Confederate monuments burst
into public consciousness in 2015
when a shooting at a historically
Black church in Charleston, South
Carolina, instigated the first broad
calls for their removal. The shooter
intended to start a race war and had
posed with Confederate imagery in
photos posted online.

Monument removal efforts grew
in 2017 after a counterprotester was
killed at the Unite the Right rally
in Charlottesville, Virginia, where
white supremacist groups defend-
ed the preservation of Confederate
monuments. Removal movements
saw widespread success in 2020 fol-
lowing George Floyd’s death at the
hands of the police.

These events linked Confederate
monuments to modern racist beliefs
and acts. But whether monuments
carry inherent racism or are merely
misinterpreted requires further ex-
ploration.

Research by economist Jhacova
A. Williams has shown that Black
Americans who live in areas that
have a relatively higher number
of streets named after prominent
Confederate generals “are less likely
to be employed, are more likely to be
employed in low-status occupations,
and have lower wages compared to
Whites.”

I study economic and political
history and have researched the ef-
fects of Confederate monuments in
the post-Civil War South. I found
that these symbols helped solidify
the Jim Crow era, which estab-
lished segregation across the South
and lasted from the 1880s until the
1960s. These symbols were accom-
panied by increases in the vote share

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

“If you can’t explain it to a six year old,
you don’t understand it yourself.”

— Albert Einstein

John@uwordpraxis.com

“The moment I found out Trump could tweet himself was
comparable to the moment in Jurassic Park when Dr. Grant
realized that velociraptors could open doors. I was like, ‘Ob no’.”

— Justin McConney, former Trump social media manager
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of the Democratic Party—the rac-
ist party that had supported slavery
and, after the Civil War, supported
segregation for another century. The
building of these monuments was
also accompanied by reductions in
voter turnout. Further research I
conducted shows that these political
effects disproportionately occurred
in areas with a larger share of Black
residents.

In other words, as these mon-
uments were erected, the vote
increased for members of the
then-racist Democratic Party, and
people turned out to vote in lower
numbers in predominantly Black
areas.

These findings demonstrate that a
connection existed between racism
and these monuments from their
inception—and provide context for
modern monument debates.
Monumental History

The South saw almost no mon-

ument dedications during the Civ-
il War, which lasted from 1861 to
1865. Monuments first appeared
during the Reconstruction era—
1865 to 1877—when Southern
states were occupied by the North
and integrated back into the Union.

Reconstruction-era monuments
in general did not glorify the Con-
federacy. These monuments largely
honored the dead and were placed in
cemeteries and spaces distant from
daily life. They compartmentalized
the trauma of the war, commemo-
rating lives but not placing the Con-
federacy at the center of Southern
identity.

As Reconstruction neared its end
in 1875, a Stonewall Jackson mon-
ument erected in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, foreshadowed the different
monuments to come.
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What We're Not Told About New Nukes
To the Editor:

It’s important to see past the hype
about future allegedly-small nukes.
‘They will almost certainly continue to
be uneconomic and slow to build.

The original designs for various
types of next generation nukes were
in the 50 to 70 megawatt [MW ] size.
'The argument is that these new 50
MW nukes, compared to the more
familiar 1,000 MW plants, would be
inherently safe, installable almost any-
where, mass produced in factories,and
standardized and plopped down in big
cities and adjacent to industrial plants.

That is not happening. The NuScale
Power Corporation’s plans for its first
plant would put five or six 60 MW
NuScale reactors at a single site, for
a total capacity of about one-third of
a traditional 1,000 MW plant. This
would mean connecting and con-
trolling five or six reactors at the same
site, which adds all sorts of design, pip-
ing, and control problems—quite the
opposite of factory built standardized
design.

Anyone who has worked around
power plants with multiple units,
whether nuclear, fossil fuel, or renew-
able, knows that multiple units means
all kinds of site-specific problems. I
was a founding member of the UN.H.
energy office in the 1980s. The Uni-
versity had a central boiler plant with
two venerable boilers burning sludgy
bunker oil which by their nature need-
ed careful attention.

This was evidenced by the blast
doors on top of the boilers where, on
occasion, control and sensor problems
lead to a small explosion that would
lift the heavy blast doors into the air
with little or no damage to the boiler.

'The University then added a com-
mercial incinerator using municipal
waste stream to generate power in
an adjacent building. It never worked
well. It frequently did not reach neces-
sary temperature to combust the fuel
properly and showered dark crap on
the university. It was scrapped after a
few years.

I suspect that the early generations
of multiple reactor units will be expen-
sive to build and operate and, unless

endlessly subsidized, too expensive
to run. Security and safety require-
ments mean that new nukes must be
large enough to even dream of being
cost effective. Add nuclear waste to
this mixture and costs will continue to
skyrocket.

The era of large base load plants
is ending. [7he generating equipment
normally operated to serve loads on an
around-the-clock basis. — The Ed.] The
tuture will be millions of points of
renewable generation and millions of
points of storage. Already there are
virtual power plants combining thou-
sands of small rooftop systems with
storage able to be dispatched to meet
utility needs. The many millions of
EVs will also provide enormous stor-
age resources.

"There is no place for a base load plan
that pushes expensive nuclear fuel to
operate 24x7.

Form Energy has an iron-air bat-
tery capable of storing energy for 100
hours, at a small fraction of the cost of
lithium batteries. It will further crush
the economics of expensive fossil fuel
and nuke power. Solar and wind have
zero fuel costs.

Storage and renewable generation
will be dispatched based on price and
demand.

'There will simply be no takers for
high priced nuke power, beyond peo-
ple who have signed long term fixed-
price contracts.

'They can plan all they want and talk
of new nukes. But the market will have
zero taste for that.

Roy Morrison

Slingerlands, N.Y.

Roy:

You have addressed the technical issues,
and some of the financial issues. It’s all
very interesting. The path forward would
seem to be pretty clear—if this were a bet-
ter world. The big problem is this: those
who have big stakes in the polluting in-
dustries see their vast wealth endangered.

Again, in a better world, it might be

fun to say to them, “You've had a nice
ride. The partys over.” The trouble is, their
money = political power. Just ask the Su-
preme Court.

Our only salvation is going to be num-
bers. Big numbers. Lots of people standing

up and saying, “Not any more, you dont.”
Now that the climate is really haywire,
it’s more obvious what's going on. The big
question, it seems to us, is how can people
unite to demand change.
The Editor

The Right’s Record of Wrongs
Dear Sir:

We have all heard the saying two
wrongs do not make a right. However,
I'wonder how many wrongs it takes for
the right to finally get it right? Since at
least the 1980s the right-wing Repub-
licans have been wrong on the major
issues of abortion, climate change/en-
vironment, democracy, taxes/economy,
education, LGBT rights, history, guns,
public health, and health care. While
I am sure some will take exception to
my characterization of who is wrong
on these issues, the facts, as one writer
stated, “speak for themselves.”

With regard to abortion, a June
2023 Gallup poll found that 69 per-
cent of Americans support legal
abortion in the first three months of
pregnancy. The results of the 2022
mid-term elections also support this
polling. With regard to climate, one
need not look far: the U.S. has broken
more than 2,000 high temperature
records in the past month, and that
the water temperature at the tip of
Florida has exceeded 100 degrees. On
democracy, the right wing now em-
braces autocrats like Orban of Hun-
gary, holding their CPAC convention
there and inviting him to speak at their
gatherings here. They also continue to
support Donald Trump despite his ob-
vious attempt to overthrow the 2020
election and his disregard for the laws
of the nation. The right continues to
support more tax cuts for the wealthy
and corporations despite the fact that
their previous tax cuts have added $10
trillion to the national debt and are
responsible for a 90 percent increase
in the debt ratio if you exclude the
one-time COVID and 2008 Great

Recession expenditures (Center for

American Progress, May 23rd). The
right also continues to oppose any
reasonable gun safety reforms, despite
the fact that 87 percent of Americans
favor criminal background checks, 77
percent favor a 30-day waiting pe-
riod, and 61 percent favor a ban on
assault weapons (FOX News, April
23rd). The right also proved to be dead
wrong with regard to public health. A
recent study determined that Republi-
cans experienced a 43 percent increase
in excess mortality after the COVID
vaccine was made available (NPR July
23rd). I could go on, but you get the
point.

Unfortunately, the right has still not
gotten the message on many of these
issues, even though the 2022 midterm
elections should have sent off alarm
bells. To make up for their losing po-
sitions Republicans have resorted to
extreme gerrymandering and voter
suppression to maintain control of
statehouses and, for the moment, the
House of Representatives. Consid-
ering the changing demographics of
the nation, and how far out of touch
the right is with the younger genera-
tions, this strategy will also prove to be
wrong. Hopefully we will still have a
country by that time.

Rich DiPentima. I'TC, USAFR,
Ret.

Portsmouth, N.H.

Calling All Heathen Carnivores...
To the Editor,

In order to save God’s creatures
from unnecessary harm, our polit-
ical representatives should support
increased public funding for cultivat-
ed-meat research. For those who don't
know, cultivated meat is grown from
animal cells, without slaughter. It has
the potential to eliminate tremendous
suffering we inflict on livestock.

While the revolutionary product is

already for sale in select restaurants,

turther development is needed for cul-
tivated meat to reach price parity with
incumbent offerings. This is crucial
for widespread adoption. Christians
should remember that in the Garden
of Eden, God’s ideal, there was no kill-
ing.

Jon Hochschartner

Granby, Conn.

Jon:

We were not expecting that turn at the
end, about the Garden of Eden. Yes, all
very nice..... .

One little bite of that apple, though,
and BAM: T will greatly multiply thy
sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow
thou shalt bring forth children ... cursed
is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life... In
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
till thou return unto the ground.”

Seems harsh... .

The Editors

Ewing Defines Qur Terms For Us
To the Editor:

Like conmen everywhere, leftists/
Marxists/Democrat leaders (“Dem-
ocrats”) often use commonly un-
derstood benign-sounding words to
deceive people. Examples:

People understand that “Justice”
means impartial punishment or award
based on law and people’s actions,
without regard to the individuals in-
volved.

When “Democrats”qualify the term
“Justice,” e.g., “environmental justice”
and “social justice,” they want you to
assign it the attributes of “Justice.” But
qualified justice isn't “Justice.” Quali-
fied justice means punishing people
for something he/she/they didn’t do to
reward people who he/she/they didn't
harm.

“Democrats” use “Diversity” and
“Inclusion” to demand that you accept
their Marxist ideology; but their “Di-
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versity” and “Inclusion” don't include
your non-Marxist ideology. People
rejecting Democrats’ Marxist ideolo-
gy are often punished: e.g., threatened,
cancelled, fired, injured, had their per-
sonal information exposed, and/or
prevented from speaking in public.

(Note: “Diversity” doesn't make a
nation strong; diversity is a divider.
Strength comes from shared values;
that is why our motto is “E Pluribus
Unum.”)

“Equity” generally means fairness
and impartiality. “Democrats” use “eq-
uity” to claim that people must com-
pensate other people that they didn't
harm and perhaps were never harmed;
e.g., requiring people who weren’t
slave-owners to reward people who
were never slaves. (Our courts exist
to punish criminals and resolve real
claims for injury.)

When “Democrats” speak, look be-
yond their words to their true mean-
ing.

Don Ewing

Meredith, N.H.

Don:

Duse, perhaps, to an undiagnosed case
of masochism, we've now read your letter
a couple of times: first to get the gist, then
to decode the twist.

In classic Bizarro fashion, you describe
a world where familiar elements take
on contradictory characteristics. It makes
perfect sense, once you think about it: how
else could one come to a conclusion that is
the absolute antithesis of reality?

In this fortnight’ diatribe, you as-
cribe to Democrats the practice of using
benign-sounding language to hide their
sinister motives from hapless voters.
Shades of Newt Gingrich, the GOP5
pioneer in using pejorative language to
describe the routine functions of govern-
ment.

1t takes some real gall for a Republican
to talk about misusing the term “justice.”

Crystal Mason was sentenced to five years
in prison for accidentally casting a vote in
violation of a confusing voting statute,
while a drafi-dodging, tax-dodging, rap-
ist former President who tried fo steal the
whole damned country is walking away
with the nomination to serve another
term in the White House.
As for your whining that ‘non-Marx~
ists” are being silenced, that is just dumb-
Sfounding. If theyre being silenced, why is
the din of their voices so unavoidable?
Thanks for writing, though. We spend
maost of our time dealing with sane, smart,
Sfunny pegple. 77)6}1’76 a joy to know, which
can be misleading. Your letters really help
us to bear in mind just how screwed up
this world is.
The Editor
No Spanish Government Can Form

Without Puigdemont’s Support
To the Editor:

State elections were held in Spain
on 23 July. President Sinchez, of the
PSOE, hoped to beat his rival, the PP,
by stoking the fear that, if they did not
vote for him, a right-wing government
could be formed with the extreme
right (PP + VOX), which is what all
the polls predicted.

In the end, although the PP won
with 136 seats, with the 33 of VOX
and the 2 of two right-wing regional
parties, they have 171 seats and fall
short of the 176 (half plus one of the
total of 350) that they would need to
be able to invest Feijéo. Nor does the
“left-wing” bloc add up to enough
seats for Sdnchez to be invested: 122
for the PSOE plus the seats of five
other parties that already supported
the PSOE in the last legislature (one
pro-independence party, ERC) make
up only 172 seats, falling short of the
176.

Therefore, although in Catalonia
there has been a high abstention of
pro-independence supporters disap-

pointed with the pro-independence
parties, the results of these parties
are decisive: The Catalan pro-in-
dependence party, JUNTS (of the
Catalan President in exile, Carles
Puigdemont), with seven seats, is in-
dispensable for Sanchez if he wants to
be invested. But JUNT'S condition for
the investiture of any president is that
the Spanish state recognises Catalo-
nia’s right to self-determination.

The truth is that the Catalan in-
dependence movement is not very
motivated to invest Sanchez, as it has
received violations of rights by his
government at the same level as the
previous government of Rajoy’s PP:
reprisals, illegal spying with Pegasus,
infiltration of spies in peaceful social
movements, police set-ups to accuse
this movement of being violent, in-
clusion of Catalan independence on
Europol terrorist lists, state operations
to prevent pro-independence parties
from gaining institutional power, at-
tacks on the Catalan language, mock-
ery of Puigdemont, non-recognition
that he is a political exile and threats
that he will be arrested, demonstra-
tions that Catalonia is better oft simply
because there are not so many demon-
strations in the streets, but without
having addressed their desire to be able
to decide their political status... .

And furthermore, the day after
the elections, when it was clear that
Sanchez needed Puigdemont to be
able to form a government, the pub-
lic prosecutor’s office (which depends
on the government) asked to reac-
tivate the Euro-order to try to arrest
Puigdemont in Belgium. And on the
same day, JUNTS MEP Ponsati was
arrested to make her testify in court in
Barcelona, thus violating her parlia-
mentary immunity.

For his part, Sinchez has been quick
to declare that he will never grant a
referendum on self-determination,
nor an amnesty for the 4,400 repressed
Catalans. But if Sdnchez refuses to al-
low a referendum, JUNTS will vote

against it and the elections will have
to be repeated. This would be the sixth
election since 2015, whereas if Span-
ish politics were not so convulsive, only
two elections would have been held in
this period. This shows that the unre-
solved conflict with Catalonia and the
undemocratic way it is being managed
is dragging the Spanish state into an
increasingly disturbing instability for
the EU.

In new elections, the vote would be
concentrated in the two big parties
and would beat the PP, but the two
blocs would probably tie again. Cat-
alan pro-independence supporters,
motivated by the usefulness of their
vote, would vote massively for JUNTS
to push even harder for a referendum
or, if the candidates refuse, again block
the governability of the state.

In the end, it is possible that in order
to overcome the blockade, the PSOE
could invest Feijéo. It would show
that they are more Spanish national-
ists than democrats. The PP is a party
founded by Francoists, very far to the
right, so it has no problem making a
pact with the extreme right. It may
cause astonishment in Europe that
the PSOE prefers a far-right govern-
ment rather than allow a referendum
in Catalonia.

A final note: The PP+VOX in Spain
(excluding Catalonia and the Basque
Country) have 55 percent of the seats.
On the other hand, in Catalonia, they
only have 17 percent. This clearly
shows that Spanish and Catalan so-
ciety would like to carry out antago-
nistic social projects and it would be
more democratic if each could develop
its own path.

Jordi Oriola Folch

Barcelona, Catalonia

Jordi:

We hope our readers find this as fas-
cinating as we do. The history and gov-
ernmental structure of the U.S. and
Spain could hardly be more different. The
machinations of power you describe here,
though, seem strangely familiar.

The Editor

On Pernicious Doctrines
To the Editor;

To paraphrase John Maynard

Keynes, the lives of ordinary people
are often influenced by the ideas of
long dead economists. Keynes was
right to point out that ideas have con-
sequences. What he left out is that
those ideas can produce unpredictable
outcomes with both good and bad
effects. The ideas of Milton Fried-
man and his cohorts of the Chicago
school of economics are a good exam-
ple. Though they have contributed to
GDP growth, the growth has primari-
ly benefitted the top one percent while
causing pain for the bottom 50 percent
as well as catalyzing unintended social
consequences.

Perhaps the most pernicious of
Friedman’s doctrines is that the most
important responsibility of corporate
managers is to maximize sharehold-
er wealth. This idea gained credence
among business leaders in the late’70s
and became a mantra for management
in the ’80s. The prior thirty years had
been a period of shared prosperity,
marked by relatively cooperative re-
lationships between labor and man-
agement. During the post-war period,
labor gained bargaining power which
it used to increase wages and bene-
fits and improve working conditions.
By the ’80s, competition from global
competitors had caused corporate ex-
ecs to look for ways to improve prof-
itability and labor costs became the
prime target. Friedman’s doctrine was
just the ticket to help them jettison co-
operative relations to drive down the
costs of labor. Whereas labor’s share of
GDP had been increasing since WW
I1, it began to decrease in the ’80s and
has been declining ever since. Instead
of being a partner, labor became a cost
to minimize.

Labor’s bargaining power was se-
verely reduced during this period by
two strategies. The first was globaliza-
tion as large corporations increasingly
moved production facilities overseas in
the search for cheap labor. Large num-
bers of blue-collar jobs were offshored
as the heartland lost the factories that
had provided middle class prosperity

to less educated workers. The second
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The Alleged News®
[from page three

The monument’s dedication drew
50,000 spectators and included a
military-style parade. The potential
presence of a local all-Black militia
proved to be controversial. To avoid
accusations of race mixing, organiz-
ers planned to place the militia and
any other Black participants in the
back of the parade.

'The militia did not attend, likely
in anticipation of the controver-
sy, and the only Black Southerners
present in the parade were formerly
enslaved people who had served in
the Confederacy’s Stonewall Bri-
gade. This stark picture of Southern
race relations served as a preview of
political developments to come.

This trend continued after Re-
construction, which ended with the
Compromise of 1877.This compro-
mise settled the disputed 1876 pres-
idential election, giving Republicans
the presidency and Democrats, then
a pro-segregation party, full polit-
ical control of the South. Demo-
crats subsequently established what
would become known as Jim Crow
laws across the South, an array of
restrictive and discriminatory laws
that disenfranchised Black South-
erners and made them second-class
citizens.

Monuments played a cultural role
in establishing the Jim Crow South.
Unlike Reconstruction monuments,
post—ReconstruCtion monuments
were erected in prominent public
spaces, and their focus shifted to-
ward the portrayal and glorification
of famous Confederates. Monu-
ment dedication ceremonies were
particularly popular around the 50th
anniversary of the beginning of the
Civil War, peaking in 1911.

Additional Confederate mon-
uments have been dedicated since
that period, but those numbers
pale in comparison to the mon-
ument-building spree of 1878 to
1912.

Monumental Effects

My research investigates the
political effects of Confederate
monuments in the Reconstruc-

tion and early post-Reconstruc-
tion—1877-1912—eras, namely
their effects on Democratic Party
vote share and voter turnout.

I expected monuments’ potential
effects to be directly related to their
centrality to everyday life and glo-
rification of the Confederacy. This
is the primary difference between
soldier-memorializing Reconstruc-
tion and Confederate-glorifying
post-Reconstruction monuments.

I expected to find little political
effect from soldier-memorializing
Reconstruction monuments, but
some pro-Jim Crow effects from
Confederate-glorifying post-Re-
construction monuments. As mon-
uments moved from cemeteries into
central public spaces such as parks
and squares, I expected them to af-
fect voters’decisions.

That is precisely what I found.

During Reconstruction, counties
that dedicated Confederate monu-
ments saw no change in voter turn-
out or Democratic Party vote share
in biennial congressional elections.
These symbols were soldier-me-
morializing and physically separate
from public life and did not influ-
ence voter decision-making.

However, when monuments be-
gan to glorify the Confederacy and
shifted into public life, political ef-
fects emerged.

Counties that dedicated mon-
uments in the early post-Recon-
struction period saw, on average,
a 5.5 percentage point increase in
Democratic Party vote share and
a 2.2 percentage point decrease in
voter turnout compared with other
counties.

As monuments changed, so did
their effect on the public. Glorifying
public monuments communicated
to the public that the Confederacy
was worth preserving, thus strength-
ening Democratic majorities and
lowering participation in the polit-
ical process.

Larger Democratic majorities
alongside lower voter turnout al-
ready suggests Black Southerners,
who almost exclusively voted for
Republicans at that time, were vot-
ing less in areas with monuments. I
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conducted further exploration and
found that these political effects dis-
proportionately occurred in coun-
ties with larger Black populations.
'This suggests that Black voters were
more responsive to Confederate
monuments, which suppressed their
political activity by signaling they
were not accepted by the local com-
munity.

The effects of post-Reconstruc-
tion monuments suggest that they
played a role in continued racism
throughout the South into the early
20th century.

Their controversy today demon-
strates the values still conveyed by
their presence in society. Recent re-
search has demonstrated the long-
run effects of the spread of Southern
white culture and prejudices across
the United States post-Civil War,
connecting it to higher levels of
modern-day Republican Party vot-
ing and conservative values.

It is thus no wonder Confederate
monuments, as prominent sym-
bols of pro-Confederate, Southern
white culture, continue to be—and
are likely to remain—cultural flash-
points.

Alexander N. Taylor is a PhD
Candidate in Economics at George
Mason University. This work is
licensed under Creative Commons
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to
republish and share widely.

Ohio Voters Reje_c; GOP ‘Power Grab’
Aimed at Thwarting

Abortion Rights Amendment
by Jake Johnson

Ohio voters on Tuesday decisive-
ly rejected a Republican-authored
measure that would have made it
more difficult to amend the state
constitution through the ballot ini-
tiative process, a billionaire-funded
effort aimed at preempting a No-
vember vote on abortion rights.

If approved by voters, the measure
known as Issue 1 would have raised
the threshold for passage of a consti-
tutional amendment from a simple
majority to 60 percent. The mea-
sure also would have imposed more
stringent signature requirements for
Ohio ballot initiatives.

'The GOP proposal—which was
the only item on the ballot in Tues-
day’s special election—failed by
a vote of 43 percent to 57 percent,
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according to the Ohio secretary of
state’s office.

“Issue 1 was a blatant attempt by
its supporters to control both the
policy agenda and the process of di-
rect democracy,” said Rachael Belz,
the CEO of Ohio Citizen Action,
one of the groups that mobilized in
opposition to the proposal. “When
they forced Issue 1 onto the ballot,
they awakened a sleeping giant and
unleashed a movement. And that
movement isn’t going away tomor-
row. It will continue to build and
grow and to carry us through to vic-
tories in November and beyond.”

'The Republican push for Issue 1
drew national attention given the
implications for both the democrat-
ic process and reproductive rights in
Ohio, where abortion is currently
legal through 22 weeks of pregnan-
cy—though the state GOP is work-
ing to change that.

A proposed constitutional
amendment on the ballot in No-
vember would codify the right to
abortion access in the Ohio consti-
tution, stating that “every individual
has a right to make and carry out
one’s own reproductive decisions, in-
cluding but not limited to decisions
on contraception, fertility treatment,
continuing one’s own pregnancy,
miscarriage care, and abortion.”

Frank LaRose, Ohio’s Republican
secretary of state and a U.S. Senate
hopeful, said in June that Issue 1 was
“100 percent about” preventing pas-
sage of the abortion rights amend-
ment.

Recent polling indicates that
around 58 percent of Ohioans back
the proposed amendment—a level
of support that would have been in-
sufficient had Issue 1 succeeded.

“From defeating Issue 1 tonight to
submitting nearly twice the amount
of signatures needed to get a mea-
sure protecting abortion access on
the ballot in November, Ohio voters
have made clear that they will settle
for nothing less than reproductive
freedom for all,” Mini Timmara-
ju, the president of NARAL Pro-
Choice America, said in a statement
late Tuesday.

“Republicans should be ashamed
of their efforts to subvert the will of
voters,” Timmaraju added. “Seeing
this measure defeated is a victory for
our fundamental rights and our de-
mocracy. We're grateful to our part-

ners on the ground for their tireless
efforts to secure abortion rights and
access. We look forward to fighting
by their side to lock this fundamen-
tal freedom into law in November.”

'The Republican attack on the bal-
lot initiative process in Ohio is part
of a nationwide GOP effort to limit
direct democracy as the party—em-
boldened by the right-wing U.S.
Supreme Court—continues its ef-
fort to roll back abortion rights and
other freedoms.

According to a March tally by
election analyst Stephen Wolf,
Republicans have recently tried to
make it harder to pass citizen-led
ballot initiatives in at least 10 states,
including Ohio, Florida, Arizona,
and Arkansas.

“In the many states where the
GOP has refused to take action,
activists have used ballot initiatives
to expand Medicaid, raise the min-
imum wage, secure abortion rights,
protect the right to vote, curb ger-
rymandering, legalize marijuana,
promote gun safety,and more,” Wolf
wrote. “How have Republicans re-
acted to this? By trying to make it
harder to pass initiatives in the first
place.”

Catherine Turcer, executive direc-
tor of Common Cause Ohio, said
Tuesday that “since 1912, Ohioans
have had the right to collect signa-
tures and bring proposed consti-
tutional amendments directly to
voters.”

“This is an important check on
the state legislature, hyperpartisan
politicians, and special interests who
did everything they could to take
away that right,” Turcer added. “It
was the hard work and resilience of
Ohioans of all parties that prevent-
ed the destruction of a foundational
right we've held for 110+ years.”

“Tonight’s results,” Turcer said,
“are a resounding victory for Ohio
voters who helped stop this power
grab by the state legislature and Sec-
retary of State Frank LaRose.”

Jake Johnson is a staff writer for

Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to
republish and share widely.

“Freedom of the press belongs to the
man who owns one.”

—AJ. Liebling
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How Is This Possible?

by W.D. Ehrhart

here do I begin? Let’s just
dive right in:

Donald J. Trump claims he is the
same as a veteran of military ser-
vice because he went to a military
academy as a schoolboy, though
he avoided military service during
the American War in Vietnam by
obtaining a medical deferment for
bone spurs from a podiatrist who
was financially beholden to Trump’s
father.

Apparently, he learned a lot about
war at the New York Military Acad-
emy because he has subsequently
claimed that he knows more about
war than career generals and admi-
rals. He has considered awarding
himself the Purple Heart Medal
while musing aloud over the graves
of American dead at Arlington
National Cemetery, “I don’t get it.
What was in it for them?”

In his stellar career as a success-
ful businessman, he has presided
over the failures of Trump Steaks,
GoTrump, Trump Airlines, Trump
Vodka, Trump Mortgage, Trump
The Game, Trump Magazine,
Trump University, Trump Ice,
The New Jersey Generals, Tour
de Trump, Trump Network, and
Trumped!, as well as the bankrupt-
cies of Trump Taj Mahal, Trump’s
Castle, Trump Plaza Casinos,
Trump Plaza Hotel, Trump Hotels
and Casino Resorts,and Trump En-
tertainment Resorts.

He has openly ridiculed hand-
icapped people, mimicking their
speech and movements on television
for an international audience. He

has bragged about grabbing women
by their genitals, and expressed sex-
ual attraction for his own daughter.
He has resorted to sex with prosti-
tutes while his (third) wife was nurs-
ing his newborn son. He has been
found liable for sexual abuse in civil
court.

Speaking of “voluptuous” Ivan-
ka (dad’s description), after Trump
became president and appointed
her a senior advisor, the Chinese
government granted her multiple
trademarks on everything from sun-
glasses, handbags, shoes, and jewelry
to beauty services and even voting
machines.

U.S. military personnel have fre-
quently stayed at Trump Turnber-
ry Resort, at a cost of hundreds of
thousands of U.S. taxpayer dollars,
though there are multiple less ex-
pensive hotels much closer to the
Scottish airport U.S. military planes
often use.

Trump International Hotel in
Washington, D.C., which Trump
retained ownership of until last year,
became a magnet for diplomats,
lobbyists, and sycophants seeking
Trump’s attention and favor.

Trump has called Vladimir Putin
a “genius,” praised Putin’s methods
of dealing with troublesome jour-
nalists by physically silencing them
(i.e. by having them murdered), and
characterized Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine as an effective negotiating
tactic.

Of North Korea’s dictator Kim
Jong Un, he has said, “We fell in
love.” Of Turkey’s strong-armed
president Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
“It’s my honor” to be his friend. Of

Chinese president Xi Jinping, who
made it possible for Xi to rule with
no term limit, “He’s a friend of mine
who's a very, very good man.”

Trump has spoken just as warmly
of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, the general
who overthrew the only democrati-
cally elected government in Egypt’s
history; Mohammad bin Salman,
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, who
ordered the murder and dismember-
ment of Washington Post journalist
Jamal Khashoggi; and Philippines
president Rodrigo Duterte, who
instigated non-judicial summary
execution of anyone suspected of
dealing drugs.

He has been impeached not once
but twice—one of multiple “firsts”
in his presidency—and would have
been convicted and removed from
office if the Senate had not been
controlled by a Republican Majority
whose Senate leader denied Barack
Obama the constitutional right to
appoint Supreme Court nominees
only to ramrod through three radical
Republican appointees nominated
by none other than Donald Trump.

He has steadfastly denied the
legal results of the 2020 presiden-
tial election, though every credible
source has found it to be the most
transparent and fair election in U.S.
history. He has been recorded ask-
ing Georgia’s Republican Secretary
of State Brad Raffensberger to “find
enough votes”to overturn that state’s
election results.

On the very day the election was
to be officially certified, he urged
his supporters to descend upon the
Capitol and “fight like hell”in an at-
tempt to disrupt the peaceful trans-

fer of presidential power for the first
time in U.S. history, saying to the
insurrectionists, “I'll be there with
you,”and describing them as “peace-
tul people, these were great people.”

Nevermind the state criminal
charges pending for his payment of
hush money to the hooker he was
screwing while Melania was nursing
his latest child, or his federal indict-
ment over mishandling of classified
documents, or even this newest in-
dictment stemming from the events
of January 6th. The laws he so open-
ly disdains say he’s innocent until
proven guilty.

Those last three items aside, have I
missed anything? Probably. But this
should be enough to raise the ques-
tion: How in the name of Abraham
Lincoln can Donald J. Trump still be
a viable candidate for another term
as president of the United States, let
alone the front runner for the Re-
publican Party? What does this say
about the Republican Party, once the
party of Lincoln?

Even more damning is the ques-
tion: What does this say about the
American electorate, roughly half
of whom continue to support this
shameless, lying, narcissistic, igno-
rant, mean-spirited, sexist, racist, in-
competent grifter? Of the people, by
the people, and for the people? God
help us.

W. D. Ebrhart is a retired Master
Teacher of History & English, and
author of a Vietnam War memoir
trilogy published by McFarland &
Co.
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trend was the move to factory auto-
mation. Advances in robotics meant
that machines could perform factory
tasks with more efficiency and lower
total costs than blue collar workers.
'The result was that factory produc-
tion that remained in the U.S. re-
quired fewer workers.

The effect of these profit maxi-
mizing strategies was to significantly
reduce the demand for labor, driving
down wages for unskilled workers
and reducing the bargaining power
of labor unions. Relative wages to
workers either declined or remained
stagnant as GDP increased. It was as
if a giant pump was draining wealth
from the working class into the top

10 percent comprised of owners of
capital (especially to the top one
percent) and knowledge workers.
It is no surprise that both income
and wealth inequality in the U.S.
has reached levels not seen since the
Roaring Twenties.

There is a reason that Trump says
he loves the uneducated. The wealth
pump, activated by corporate strat-
egies based on maximizing return
to owners of capital, has immiser-
ated the uneducated working class
while enriching the top 10 percent.
Accompanying economic insecurity
has been the destruction of social
cohesion in working-class commu-
nities as demonstrated by increased
drug use and “deaths of despair.” It
is this alienated class that constitutes
Trump’s rabid political base and al-
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lows him to maintain a stranglehold
on the Republican Party. Their sup-
port enabled him to initiate a popu-
list power struggle within the Party
and has empowered right wing rad-
icals such as the so-called “Freedom
Caucus” who prefer to burn down
the house rather than work within
the system. The radical right has no
agenda beyond the destruction of
the current system. Likewise, the
Republican voting base has no loyal-
ties beyond a devotion to Trump and
a hatred for the coastal elites. It is
the radical right that constitutes the
greatest threat to democracy in the
U.S. It is ironic that this movement
has been initiated within a party
that was formerly controlled by the
plutocrats and now constitutes the
greatest threat to their interests.

It is unlikely that Friedman
could have envisaged the effect of
his economic ideology on social
and political events, but ideas have
consequences that are often un-
predictable. Friedman’s “maximize
shareholder wealth” mantra cer-
tainly has had a role in generating
strategies that produced a great eco-
nomic divide between the owners of
capital and workers. The perception
among the working class that they
were being treated unfairly bred dis-
satisfaction and helped to generate
right-wing reaction and social dis-
order. The ultimate resolution of this
conflict is just as uncertain as was the
blowback from Friedman’s doctrine
of maximizing shareholder wealth.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.

Breaking Neaws:

New Life for Local
Newspapers

by Jim Hightower

H ow about a little bit of good
news for a change? Specifical-
ly, good news about news.

The demise of local newspapers
has been a very depressing story
in the last few years, with several
thousand of them gobbled up by
Wall Street profiteers. Those money
powers loot the publications’ assets,
then callously shut down each com-
munity’s paper, or reduces them to
empty news shells. So that’s that—
local print journalism is passé, right?

Wrong! High-spirited, commu-
nity-minded subscribers in places
like Glen Rose (Texas), Hamburg
(Iowa), Portland (Maine), and Inter-
national Falls (Minnesota) are hum-
ming an upbeat tune of regeneration
that could be titled “Not Dead Yet!”
In Maine, for example, five of the
state’s six daily papers and 17 week-
lies were sinking under the owner-
ship of an investment group. But
all were recently bought by the Na-
tional Trust for Local News (nation-
altrustforlocalnews.org), a non-profit
started two years ago. The Trust is
turning each publication over to
local owners and helping them find
ways to become sustainable.

Another new effort, called Cher-
ry Road Media, has bought 77 rural
papers in 17 states, most from the
predatory Gannett conglomerate
that wanted to dump them. Cher-
ry Road’s business plan is simple,
old-time genius—return editorial
decision-making to local people and
journalists who know the town, be
an active presence and participant
in community affairs, make the lo-
cals responsible for sustaining their
town’s paper—and most important,
reinvest profits in real local journal-
ism that advances democracy.

In both of these new initiatives,
the foremost mission is to serve the
common good of the communities,
not to pad the wealth of a few dis-
tant financiers. To learn more about
these models (and how you might
implement something similar in
your town), contact Institute for
Rural Journalism and Community
Issues: RuralJournalism.org.

Copyright 2023 by Jim Hightower
&3 Associates. Contact Laura Ebrlich
(Laura@jimbightower.com) for more
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s PiscaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.
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2002—*T promise you I will listen to
what has been said here,” says George
W.[MD] Bush at the President’s Eco-
nomic Forum in Waco, Texas, “even
though I'wasn’t here.”

1981—R. Reagan gives tax cuts to the
rich and takes health care from the
mentally ill; prisons become asylums.
1971—Criminal Attorney General
John Mitchell announces that there
will be no grand jury investigation of
the May 4th shootings at Kent State.
1966—In two or three years, or even
before” says Premier of South Viet-
nam Nguyen Cao Ky, “the Commu-
nists will accept defeat.”

1957—Daisy and Bill Myers, who are
Black, geta “warm welcome” to Levit-
town, Pa.—burning cross and all.
1955—Lamar Smith, a Black WWI
vet and voting activist, is shot dead at
10:00 a.m. on the lawn of the Lincoln
County Courthouse in Brookhaven,
Miss. Witnesses: 30; Indictments: 0.
1925—Baltimore’s Chamber  of
Commerce accuses H.L. Mencken
of damaging the city’s trade with
the South due to his reporting of the
Scopes “monkey” trial.
1906—A frican-American
raid Brownsville, Texas to avenge ra-

soldiers

cial insults; one man is killed.
1899—David Terry, former Chief
Justice of the California Supreme
Court, assaults U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Stephen J. Field. Terry is shot
dead by Field’s bodyguard, a U.S.
Marshallater cleared of wrongdoing.

10:22 10:30]
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2019—7he New York Times publishes
“The 1619 Project,” arguing chattel
slavery was central to the nation’s cre-
ation. Conservatives freak out.
1966—“As long as the United States
and our brave allies are in the field,”
says LBJ, “[a Communist takeover of
South Vietnam] is impossible.”
1945—President Truman announces
Japan has surrendered. Enlisted sail-
ors in San Francisco celebrate their
reprieve with three nights of looting,
vandalism, rape, and murder.
1936—In Owensboro, Ky., at 5:30
a.m, 15,000 watch as Rainey Bet-
hea becomes the last person publicly
hanged in America. Arthur Hash,
the assigned executioner, is so drunk
adeputy sheriff has to pull the lever.
1935—FDR signs the Social Security
Act; the GOP begins trying to gutit.
1908—A would-be lynch mob in
Springfield, I1L., frustrated that two
Black men had been removed from
jail for their safety, begins to riot.
1884—The coffin of Lieut. Frederick
F. Kislingbury is exhumed and an au-
topsy performed in Rochester, N\Y.,
10 days after the survivors of the Gree-
ly expedition were féted with a parade
in Portsmouth, N.H. The heroes ap-
pear to have cannibalized his remains.
1862—Lincoln, at the White House,
hosts a delegation of African-Amer-
icans, who he offends by suggesting
that they should go colonize Panama.
1765—Boston’s Liberty Tree is chris-
tened: two figures are hanged in effigy.

11:09 1LI§

454 455

1980—The rising popularity of sky-
jackings prompts the FAA to put more
gun-totin’ sky marshals on airplanes.
1977—Ohio State’s “Big Ear” radio
telescope records a 72-second burst
suggesting there may be intelligent
life...out there, somewhere.
1971—With the U.S. budget busted
by the Vietnam War, Richard Nixon
reneges on the gold standard.
1969—Half a million half-naked,
drugged-up baby boomers begin a
three-day mud wallow in Bethel, N.Y.
1966—71he New York Herald Tribune,
founded as the 7ribune by N.H.-born
Horace Greeley 125 years earlier,
succumbs to a strike called by a labor
union also founded by Greeley.
1953—TR’s grandson Kermit sends
Iran’s Imperial Guard to arrest the
Prime Minister, but they’re captured
byhis guards. The Shah flees to Rome.
1943—About 35,000 Allied troops
land on Kiska, one of the Rat Islands
in the Aleutians. Though unop-
posed—the Japanese had evacuated
two weeks earlier—300 end up miss-
ing in action or killed by friendly fire.
1935—RIP Will Rogers and Wiley
Post, ina plane crash in Alaska.
1921—The Times of London exposes
the “Protocol of the Elders of Zion”
as an anti-Semitic fraud. Undeterred,
Henry Ford continues publishing it.
1908—The Illinois state militia sub-
dues a mob of rioting whites. Seven
people are dead; the Black part of
Springfield is left a smoking ruin.

LI 1:56
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2017—Free State reject Chris Cant-
well posts a video online which earns
him the moniker, “The Crying Nazi.”
1977—Elvis allegedly dies.
1971—]John Dean writes his boss,
Richard Nixon, a memo on how to
“use the available federal machinery to
screw our political enemies.”
1968—Armed guards subdue—tem-
porarily—228 rioting Marines in the
brig at Danang, wounding seven.
1966—Chaos erupts as HUAC tries
to hold a hearing into anti-war protes-
tors’ alleged aid to the Viet Cong.
1956—F-89s shoot up a car and two
houses, and burn 800 acres of L.A.,
but fail to down a rogue target drone.
1951—In France, Pont-Saint-Esprit
suddenly seems to go mad. Ergot is
blamed at first, but later evidence sug-
gests CIA-administered LSD.
1945—Two State Dept. guys in their
30s use a National Geographic map to
determine where to split Korea.
1942—Two Navy officers disappear
off San Francisco. Their unoccupied
blimp crashes in Daly City.
1938—Hell hounds catch up with
Robert Johnson, 27.
1841—Protestors hurl rocks at the
White House, fire guns in the air, and
burn in effigy “His Accidency,” for
vetoing a bill re-establishing a bank.
1819—British authorities respond to
60,000 peaceful protestors at St. Pe-
ter’s Field in Manchester with a caval-
ry charge. Atleast 500 are injured, but
somehow only 15 are killed.

12:28
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2008—Confederate widow Maudie
Hopkins dies in Arkansas at 93. She
married William M. Cantrellin 1934,
when he was 86 and she was 19.
2002—U.S. Generals admit that
the U.S. assisted Iraq during its war
against Iran knowing that Saddam
Hussein would “use chemical weap-
ons against his own people.”
1998—“It depends,” President Clin-
ton tells a Grand Jury, “on what the
meaning of the word ‘is’is.”

1988—A Pakistani C-130 explodes
in mid-air killing President Muham-
mad Zia-ul-Haq. General Pervez
Musharraf, also scheduled to be on-
board, somehow misses the flight.
1988—]. Danforth Quayle informs
the Republican National Convention,
“in 1988 the question is whether we're
going forward to tomorrow or wheth-
er were going to go past to the back!”
1984—]Jack Kemp talks the GOP
Platform Committee out of using the
term “Democrat Party”—for a while.
1965—U.S. Marines begin Opera-
tion Starlite, their first major ground
offensive in Vietnam. It would have
been Satellite, but for a typo.
1959—An earthquake in Montana
kills 28 and blocks the Madison River
with 80 million tons of rock, forming
six-mile long Quake Lake.

1901—As 900 intoxicated anarchists
from Paterson, N.J. tour New York
Harbor on the General Slocum, some
try to seize the ship. The captain docks
at the police pier; 17 are arrested.

12:32 o2
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1996—The U.S. prison population
hits 1,600,000, double what it had
been just 10 years earlier.
1988—Accepting the GOP nomina-
tion, George H.[H.JW. Bush solemn-
ly vows, “Read my lips: no new taxes!”
1960—Kindly old Ike tells the CIA to
assassinate Congolese Prime Minister
Patrice Lumumba.

1959—Sailors aboard the U.S.S. Wasp
bring a severe fire under control, bare-
ly averting the need to flood the ship’s
nuclear weapons storage space.
1950—A climbing party at the sum-
mit of the Matterhorn (14,692 feet)
encounters a ten-month-old black and
white kitten from the Hotel Belve-
dere, situated at 10,820 feet.
1933—Germany introduces the Vo/k-
sempfiinger, or Peoples’ Radio. Built
to Joseph Goebbels’ specifications, it
receives only local (Nazi-controlled)
broadcasts.

1920—Tennessee ratifies the 19th
Amendment; after a 42-year struggle,
[white] women get the vote.
1634—Urbain Grandier, a French
priest whose sexual prowess earned
him accusations from a scorned
Mother Superior, is burned at the
stake for witchcraft.

1590—YVirginia Dare, three, becomes
Anmerica’s first missing white girl, and
an inspiration for future “journalists.”
1587—At Roanoke, Virginia Dare
becomes the first white child born in
the New World, and an inspiration for
future neo-Nazis.

Loy 1:34
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1999—The FBI puts the name of
James “Whitey” Bulger—its partner
in crime—on the Most-Wanted List.
1997—Anti-regulation fanatic Carl
Drega murders two cops, a selectman,
and a judge in Colebrook, N.H. The
carnage inspires Vin Suprynowicz, fu-
ture Signed Member of the Free State
Project, to write an essay and a book
sympathizing with the killer.
1953—Despite setbacks four days
carlier, the CIA’s coup succeeds in
Iran. Allwill be well now, right?
1950—Called “blind,” “stupid,” and
“pig-headed,” Rep. Clarence Cannon,
[D-Mo.], shouts “TI've taken all I'm
going to” as he rushes Sen. Kenneth
McKellar [D-Tenn.]. Senators wrest
the gavel from McKellar, 81, before he
can apply it to the head of Cannon, 71.
1942—An Allied force of 6,000 lands
at Dieppe, France, where 68 percent
become casualties. Mountbatten’s
censors spin that into win, though.
1854—Lt. John L. Grattan, a West
Pointer from N.H., leads 29 cavalry-
meninto a Sioux encampment near Ft.
Laramie and gets them all killed. The
First Sioux War has begun.
1791—Benjamin Banneker, “the sa-
ble genius,” sends his just-published
almanac to Thomas Jefferson with
an admonition to practice what he
preaches about the rights of all men.
1692—George Burroughs, Martha
Carrier, George Jacobs, John Proctor,
and John Willard are hanged as witch-
es by the pious folks of Salem Village.
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2018—Greta Thunberg strikes, de-
manding action on the climate crisis.
1998—Days after admitting he’d lied
about sex with an intern, Bill Clinton
throws 13 Tomahawk missiles at Su-
dan’s only pharmaceutical factory.
1986—Former Marine Patrick Sher-
rill “goes postal” in Edmonds, Okla.;
he kills 14 co-workers and wounds six.
1975—A bomb explodes in front of
San Francisco Mayor Joe Alioto’s
home. Top suspects? City cops, who
are conducting an illegal strike.
1965—Keene, N.H. seminary stu-
dent & civil rights worker Jonathan
Daniels is murdered in Nayneville,
Ala. White jurors acquit his killer.
1945—Ex-puppet Emperor Bao Dai
warns Charles de Gaulle, if France
tries to rule Vietnam, “each village
will be a nest of resistance, each former
collaborator an enemy... .” Does de
Gaulle listen? What assilly question.
1907—T.R. lambastes “malefactors
of great wealth” for causing “as much
financial stress as possible” so as to dis-
credit government regulators.
1794—“Mad Anthony” Wayne’s vic-
tory at Fallen Timbers sets off one of
history’s greatest land grabs.
1672—Dutch peasants rip out the
hearts of head of state Johan de Witt
and his brother Cornelis.
1619—The first 20 enslaved Africans
in North Americaland in Jamestown.
1191—Richard the Lion Hearted’s
troops bravely slaughter 3,000 Arabs
in the Holy Land, in Jesus’ name.

214 2:36

2017—As an aide tells him, “Don’t
look,” President Trump takes off his
protective glasses and stares at the sun
asitis being eclipsed.
2017—The Navy destroyer U.S.S.
MeCain collides with a freighter in the
Gulf of Molucca; ten sailors die. Just
65 days before, the destroyer U.S.S.
Fitzgerald hit a freighter off Honshu,
killing seven aboard.
1992—Samuel Weaver, 14, and U.S.
Marshal W.F. Degan die in a shootout
at Ruby Ridge, Idaho.
1982—The U.S.~trained Atlacatl Bat-
talion murders more than 200 Salva-
dorans at E1 Calabozo.
1976—A two-day occupation of the
Seabrook, N.H. nuke site begins.
1963—Ngo Dinh Nhu’s secret police
kill hundreds of Buddhist protestors
across Vietnam—for democracy.
1927—TJustice Louis Brandeis refuses
to hear a request for a stay of execution
of anarchists Sacco and Vanzetti.
1911—Vincenzo Peruggia walks out
of the Louvre with the Mona Lisa un-
der his arm, wrapped in his coat.
1863—William A. Quantrill and
several hundred of his Raiders attack
Lawrence, Kan. and kill hundreds of
men, women, and children.
1831—Nat Turner begins a slave re-
bellion in Virginia. About 60 whites
are killed in two days; whites kill twice
as many Blacks in response.
1791—Haitiansrise in revolt; 12 years
later, history’s greatest rebellion of en-
slaved people ends in victory.
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2016—The lift span of the Sarah
Long Bridge is raised for the last time.
2008—On a tip from an Afghan, a
U.S. AC-130 gunship shoots up Aziz-
abad. The Afghan’s rival is among the
91 dead; the rest are mostly civilian
women and children. Embedded in
this bloody fiasco is Fox’s Ollie North,
who callsita great victory.
2002—The Bush Administration
announces trade sanctions on North
Korea, with which we do not trade.
1992—An FBI sniper wounds Ran-
dy Weaver and kills his wife Vicki at
Ruby Ridge in Idaho.

1991—Derick Lynn Peterson’s ob-
stinate heart continues beating for ten
minutes after his electrocution, so Vir-
ginia officials zap him again.
1976—Police arrest 179 at Seabrook,
N.H. anti-nuke rally.

1972—Aided and abetted by an FBI
informant, 28 leftists burgle Camden,
N.J’s Draft Board and begin destroy-
ing documents before they’re busted.
1953—The last prisoners leave the
French prison at Devil’s Island.
1952—The Justice Department sues
four big U.S. oil companies for over-
charging on oil shipped to Europe
under the Marshall Plan.

1914—In the Ardennes, 27,000 sol-
diers of the French Army are killed.
1900—Rioters in Akron, Ohio push
the world’s first police car into a canal.
1893—Birth of Dorothy Parker. At
70, she wrote, “If T had any decency,
I'd be dead. Most of my friends are.”
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2010—Gareth  Williams,
ey-laundering investigator for M16, is
found dead inside alocked gym bag in
a London “safe house.” Metropolitan
Police rule he died accidentally, alone.
2000—The 2nd Circuit Court rules
that aspiring cops can be denied a job
on grounds that they’re too smart.
1985—San Francisco cops wince as
Mayor Dianne Feinstein reveals their
evidence in the “Night Stalker” case.
1971—Future Supreme Court Justice
Powell releases The Memos: it exhorts
billionaires to conspire and, using pro-
paganda, negate the New Deal.
1968—Yippees nominate Pigasus J.
Pig for President, saying, “if we can’t
have him in the White House, we can
have him for breakfast.”
1966—Robert Strange McNamara
sets new, lower standards for induct-
ees. Among 345,000 “McNamara’s
Morons,” fatalities run 3X higher.
1956—The FDA burns six tons of
books by Wilhelm Reich at NYC’s
Gansevoort Destructor Station.

mon-

1942—An Italian cavalry charge suc-
ceeds against Russians at Izbushensky.
1927—Boston murders Nicola Sacco
and Bartolomeo Vanzetti; obscure
anarchists become immortal interna-
tional heroes in the struggle for justice.
1917—Two racist cops harass Black
soldiers from Camp Logan; 150
of their comrades arm themselves,
march on Houston, and fire on cops.
Seventeen die in the riot, mostly
whites; 19 Black soldiers are hanged.
414 434
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2020—Rep. Katie Porter [D-Calif.]:
“You don’t know the cost to mail a
postcard?” Postmaster Louis DeJoy,
laughing, confesses: “Idon’t.”
1970—Graduate student Robert
Fassnacht is killed and three others
are injured when peaceniks blow up
a physics lab at the U. of Wisconsin.
1967—Abbie Hoffman and Jerry Ru-
bin scatter 300 one-dollar bills on the
floor of the Stock Exchange. Bedlam
erupts as greedy capitalists scramble.
1964—1LF. Stone reports the U.S.
government and press “have kept the
full truth about the Tonkin Bay inci-
dents from the American public.”
1963—The State Department orders
Ambassador Lodge to encourage
Vietnamese generals to stage a coup.
1954—Genial old Ike signs the first
U.S. law banning a political party—
the Communist Party, of course.
1936—After a 12-year hiatus, J. Ed-
gar Hoover gets the OK from FDR to
begin the FBI's Golden Age of spying
on domestic political groups.
1889—On St. Pierre, off Newfound-
land, murderer Auguste Neel becomes
the only person ever to be guillotined
in North America.

1827—The first U.S. labor paper, Zhe
Mechanics Gazette, is published in
Philly. By 1832 there are 67 more.
1814—U.S. tactical errors and sheer
panic allow British troops to march
unopposed into Washington, D.C.
where they set fire to the Presidential
Mansion and the Capitol.
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1999—The FBI admits, sixyears after
the fact, that the tear gas canisters it
fired into David Koresh’s compound
in Waco were incendiary—but still
denies they started the fatal fire.
1995—Zany Speaker of the House
Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) announces
his innovative new policy, sure to win
the drug war: execute “27 or 30 or 35
people at one time.”
1985—Ronald Reagan admits that,
as head of the Screen Actors Guild, he
ratted on its members to the FBI.
1967—]. Edgar Hoover’s FBI sets out
to “expose, disrupt, misdirect [and]
discredit” the Black Panthers.
1967—George Lincoln Rockwell,
founder of the American Nazi Party,
is shot dead by an ex-aide and former
Marine with a broomhandle Mauser.
1945—Hotheaded Army Captain
John Birch argues with Chinese
Communists while snooping in Ji-
angsu Province. They shoot him dead.
1945—Bao Dai, puppet Emperor
of Vietnam for France, and more re-
cently for Japan, and puppet-to-be for
America, surrenders his imperial seal
and sword to Ho Chi Minh.
1925—The Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Portersis founded in Harlem with
A. Philip Randolph as President.
1923—Largely Catholic Carnegie,
Pa. is invaded by 10-30,000 Klans-
men, one of whom ends up dead.
1914—Germans burn the library at
Louven, Belgium, full of medieval
manuscripts and incunabula.
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2016—Colin Kapernick registers
his protest against racial injustice by
sitting as the National Anthem plays.
2005—The Portsmouth Naval Ship-
yard gets a stay of execution.
1980—Ex-Luftwaffe pilot John Birg-
es, trying to recoup his gambling loss-
es, plants a half-ton bomb at Harvey’s
Resort Hotel in Stateline, Nev.
1969—Five men from New Hamp-
shire’s 197th Field Artillery are killed
days before leaving Vietnam when
their truck detonates a land mine.
1968—Mayor Richard Daley wel-
comes Democrats to the 1968 Dem-
ocratic National Convention while his
cops prepare to bust heads outside.
1967—]Jimi Hendrix’s “Purple Haze”
isteleased escapes.
1967—Burt Munro, a 68-year old
Kiwi, hits 183.58 mph ona 1920 Indi-
an at Bonneville. His under-1,000 cc
speed record still stands today.
1924—Sitting out a storm off Cutty-
hunk, Wanderer, New Bedford’s last
whaler, drags her anchor and is lost.
1919—Coal company goons in
Brackenridge, Penn. shoot UMW
organizer Fannie Sellins dead for in-
terrupting them as they beat striking
miner Joseph Starzeleski to death.
1883—Krakatoa begins a three-day
eruption, killing tens of thousands.
Sunlight reaching Earth drops by 13
percent during the following year.
1874—Hundreds of armed men on
horseback open the Gibson County
jailin Tenn. and lynch 18 Black men.
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