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The Fortnightly Rant

“Only in America…”

The Alleged News®

Worst-Case Scenarios? Not Bad Enough

Our headline today comprises 
a phrase which has long been 

used to preface anecdotes which cast 
the nation in a flattering light. 

That usage of the phrase, though, 
may soon become inoperative. In 
fact, as with the party once known 
for law and order, the meaning of 
the phrase “Only in America” seems 
destined for reversal.

The House of Representatives just 
elected a new Speaker, Rep. Mike 
Johnson, of Louisiana. Citizens 
who have longed for a functioning 
national legislature may have been 
tempted to breath a sigh of relief. 
Those familiar with Hollywood 
tropes, of course, knew better. 

In well-done horror flicks, audi-
ence members may yell at the big 
screen, “the threat is in the house!” 
Out here in the allegedly real world, 
the House is now an actual threat.

The first clause of the First 
Amendment says “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion….” For a couple of 
hundred years, the nation’s reading 
comprehension level was sufficient 
for most people to understand that 
meant there was a separation be-
tween church and state.

Yet according to CBS News, in 
a podcast last month Johnson re-
ferred to “the ‘so-called separation 
of church and state’ and said ‘the 
founders wanted to protect the 
church from an encroaching state, 
not the other way around.’

“If anybody tries to convince you 
that your biblical beliefs or your re-
ligious viewpoint needs to separated 
from public affairs, you should po-
litely remind them to review their 
history and you should not back 
down.”

At this newspaper, we believe in 
religious tolerance. That is to say, 
given its prevalence in American life, 
we’ve learned to tolerate those who 

hold religious views. This has been 
becoming easier over time, of course. 
NPR reported earlier this year, “Just 
16 percent of Americans surveyed 
said religion is the most important 
thing in their lives… down from 20 
percent a decade ago.” 

That being said, some religious 
beliefs seem to cry out for mock-
ery—and Johnson’s are among 
them. In 2015, before he became 
a Congressman, Johnson, a lawyer, 
founded Freedom Guard, which 
Wikipedia describes as “a nonprofit 
legal ministry designed to represent 
Christian clients in lawsuits.” 

As Freedom Guard’s chief coun-
sel, Johnson sued the State of Ken-
tucky after it “withdrew millions of 
dollars of tax breaks from the Ark 
Encounter theme park in William-
stown, Kentucky because Ark En-
counter required park employees to 
affirm that they held Young Earth 
creationist beliefs.”

Ark Encounter’s main attraction 
is a 300-cubit ark. The following 
description of it came from a Yelp 
review: “Well, let me start this out by 
saying I consider myself a Christian. 
But I consider myself a reasonable 
Christian. This place isn’t reasonable. 
There were not t-Rex’s on the ark 
[but] half of the animal cages were 
filled with dinosaurs. … There are 
also statues and art of biblical figures 
fighting dinosaurs. I don’t remember 
that in the Bible either.”

Johnson’s nuttiest religious belief 
has nothing to do with dinosaurs on 
boats, though. In his first speech af-
ter he was elected Speaker, he said, 
“God is the one who raises up those 
in authority.”

What, then, are we in for from 
God’s annointed Speaker? Well, if 
you’re rich, prepare to be richer. Ap-
parently that’s the way the Bible says 
it ought to be.

Joe Biden wants to give Israel an 

additional $14 billion in military aid. 
Because clearly the Palestinians have 
not been suffering enough.

On Monday, Speaker Johnson 
and his GOP colleagues said they’re 
OK with that—provided they can 
offset that expenditure by cutting 
$14 billion from the IRS’s budget. 
The IRS commissioner estimated 
that such a cut would cost taxpay-
ers $90 billion over ten years by re-
ducing the agency’s ability to audit 
corporations and the wealthy. It is 
a perennial article of faith among 
Republicans, of course, that the rich 
have not been coddled enough.

Lest readers jump to the conclu-
sion that Rep. Johnson is self-deal-
ing here, trying to shield his own 
private Scrooge McDuck vault from 
IRS agents, let us reassure them. If 
his financial disclosures can be be-
lieved, he has no bank accounts. A 
regular St. Francis, he is. At least, so 
sayeth Wednesday’s news reports. 

Not to get all RICO about this, 
but according to Politico’s Heidi 

Przybyla, Ginni Thomas, wife of 
Supreme Court Justice and free RV 
enthusiast Clarence Thomas, teamed 
up with future election-denier Cle-
ta Mitchell in 2009 to build “a vast 
network of advocacy around the 
Supreme Court using nonprofit tax 
laws,” to act as a political machine 
for the Federalist Society’s Leonard 
Leo. They succeeded in creating a 
“billion-dollar network of groups, 
most registered as tax-exempt char-
ities or social welfare organizations.”

“As a result of Mitchell’s success-
ful effort,” Przybyla writes, “IRS 
audit rates plunged as the division 
became overwhelmed by hundreds 
of new nonprofits supposedly do-
ing charitable and educational work 
but actually doing mostly political 
work.”

You have to admit, it’s an ele-
gant scheme. Neuter the IRS so 
your rich friends can better afford 
to subsidize the lifestyles of Su-
preme Court justices, and pack the 
Court with justices who see nothing 

wrong with neutering the IRS. Ev-
erybody wins—except us schmucks, 
of course.

Journalists like to assume an im-
perturbable pose of having seen it all 
before. The reader can imagine what 
it’s like for those of us with an in-
stitutional memory of the battles at 
Lexington and Concord. That said, 
we’re this close to freaking out. We 
haven’t even gotten to the part where 
Speaker Johnson wrote the play-
book that Congress almost followed 
to overthrow the 2020 election, and 
that he’s third in the line of Presi-
dential succession. No time to worry 
about that, though. Unless this di-
nosaur-believer gets his cats herded 
quick, the government’s going broke 
before the month is over. 

Only in America, to be sure. 
For some reason that brings to 

our heathen mind a verse from the 
Bible:
 “Pride goeth before destruction, 
and an haughty spirit before a fall.” 

– Proverbs 16:18

Extreme Weather Is Outpacing
Even The Worst-Case Scenarios

Of Our Forecasting Models
by Ravindra Jayaratne

In the wake of the destructive 
Hurricane Otis, we find ourselves 

at a pivotal moment in the history of 
weather forecasting. The hurricane 
roared ashore with 165 mph winds 
and torrential rainfall, slamming 
into the coastal city of Acapulco, 
Mexico and claiming the lives of at 
least 48 people.

The speed at which Otis intensi-
fied was unprecedented. Within 12 
hours it went from a regular tropical 
storm to a “category 5” hurricane, 
the most powerful category and one 
which might occur only a few times 
worldwide each year.

This rare and alarming event, 
described by the U.S. National 
Hurricane Center as a “nightmare 
scenario,” broke records for the fast-

est intensification rate over a 12-
hour period in the eastern Pacific. 
Otis not only caught residents and 
authorities off guard but also ex-
posed the limitations of our current 
predictive tools.

I specialise in the study of natural 
disasters with the goal of improving 
our ability to predict them and ulti-
mately to save lives. It is critical that 
we address the pressing concerns 
related to the tools we use for fore-
casting these catastrophic events, all 
while recognising the significant in-
fluence of rapid climate change on 
our forecasting capabilities.

The predictive tools we rely on
At the core of weather forecasting 

are computer programs, or “models,” 
that blend atmospheric variables 
such as temperature, humidity, wind 
and pressure, with fundamental 
physics.

Since the atmospheric process-

es are nonlinear, a small degree of 
uncertainty in initial atmospheric 
conditions can lead to a large dis-
crepancy in final forecasts. That’s 
why the general practice now is to 
forecast a set of possible scenarios 
rather than predict the single sce-
nario most likely to occur.

But while these models are in-
strumental in issuing early warnings 
and evacuation orders, they have 
fundamental limitations and carry 
a significant degree of uncertainty, 
especially when dealing with rare or 
extreme weather. This uncertainty 
arises from various factors including 
the fundamentally chaotic nature of 
the system.

First, the historical data is incom-
plete, since a hurricane such as Otis 
might occur only once in several 
millennia. We don’t know when an 
east Pacific storm last turned into a 
category 5 hurricane overnight—if 

ever—but it was certainly before 
modern satellites and weather buoys. 
Our models struggle to account for 
these “one in 1,000-year events” be-
cause we simply haven’t observed 
them before.

The complex physics governing 
the weather also has to be simplified 
in these predictive models. While 
this approach is effective for com-
mon scenarios, it falls short when 
dealing with the intricacies of ex-
treme events that involve rare com-
binations of variables and factors.

And then there are the unknown 
unknowns: factors our models 
cannot account for because we are 
unaware of them, or they have not 
been integrated into our predictive 
frameworks. Unanticipated interac-
tions among various climatic drivers 
can lead to unprecedented intensi-
fication, as was the case with Hur-
ricane Otis.

The role of climate change
To all this we can add the prob-

lem of climate change and its impact 
on extreme weather. Hurricanes, in 
particular, are influenced by rising 
sea surface temperatures, which 
provides more energy for storms to 
form and intensify.

The connection between climate 
change and the intensification of 
hurricanes, coupled with other fac-
tors such as high precipitation or 
high tides, is becoming clearer.

With established weather pat-
terns being altered, it is becoming 
even more challenging to predict 
the behaviour of storms and their 
intensification. Historical data may 
no longer serve as a reliable guide.

The way forward
The challenges are formidable but 
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not insurmountable. There are a few 
steps we can take to enhance our 
forecasting and better prepare for 
the uncertainties that lie ahead.

The first would be to develop 
more advanced predictive models 
that integrate a broader range of fac-
tors and variables, as well as consider 
worst-case scenarios. Artificial intel-
ligence and machine learning tools 
can help us process vast and complex 
datasets more efficiently.

But to get this additional data 
we’ll have to invest in more weather 
monitoring stations, satellite tech-
nology, AI tools and atmospheric 
and oceanographic research.

Since even world experts and 
their models can be caught out by 
sudden weather extremes, we also 
need to educate the public about 
the limitations and uncertainties in 
weather forecasting.

We must encourage preparedness 
and a proactive response to warn-
ings, even when predictions seem 
uncertain. And of course we still 
have to mitigate climate change it-
self: the root cause of intensifying 
weather events.

Hurricane Otis provided a stark 
and immediate reminder of the in-
adequacies of our current predictive 
tools in the face of rapid climate 
change and increasingly extreme 
weather events. The urgency to 
adapt and innovate in the realm of 
weather forecasting has never been 
greater.

It is incumbent upon us to rise 
to the occasion and usher in a new 
era of prediction that can keep pace 
with the ever-shifting dynamics of 
our planet’s climate. Our future de-
pends on it.

–=≈=–
Dr. Ravindra Jayaratne is a Read-
er in Coastal Engineering at the 
University of East London. This 

article is republished from The 
Conversation under a Creative 
Commons license. 

–=≈=–
The Factor That Won’t Fit in the Model

Without wishing to suggest that we 
know better than Dr. Jayaratne—
who has been studying tsunamis, 
storm surges, extreme waves and 
glacier lake outburst floods for 20 
years—we do believe there is one 
important factor that his model does 
not seem to incorporate. As long as 
our national and global political sys-
tems are controlled by the corpora-
tions profiting from fossil fuels, his 
work will be for naught.

–=≈=–
Fighting Billionaires’ Control of the 
Media: Individual News Vouchers

by Dean Baker
Mark Twain famously quipped 

that everyone always talks about 
the weather, but no one ever does 
anything about it. (This was before 
global warming.) In the same vein, it 
is common for people to rant about 
billionaires, like Rupert Murdoch 
and Elon Musk, controlling major 
media outlets and using them to ad-
vance their political whims. But, no 
one seems to do anything about it.

There is a reason for inaction. For 
the foreseeable future, it is hard to 
envision a political scenario in which 

the ability of the rich and very rich 
to own and control major news out-
lets will be restricted. That means 
that if the goal is to prevent Elon 
Musk from owning Twitter (or “X,” 
as he now calls it), then we will likely 
be able to do little more than rant. 
(That is not entirely true.)

However, we can go the other way. 
We may not be able to stop the rich 
from owning major media outlets, 
but we can give a voice to everyone 
else. This can be done through a sys-
tem of individual vouchers, where 
the government gives each person 
a sum, say $50, to support the news 
outlet of their choice.

One $50 voucher will not go 
far but thousands and millions of 
vouchers can support a lot of people 
doing journalism. The billionaires 
and the news outlets they control 
may still have more money, but there 
will be outlets they don’t control that 
will have the resources they need to 
do serious reporting that has a major 
impact.

If anyone doubts this point, just 
look at the work done by ProPublica 
or the Intercept in recent years. These 
two non-profit news outlets have 
broken story after story that were 
largely ignored by the major news-
papers and television chains. (There 
are also many other great non-profit 

news organizations.)
ProPublica’s reporting is the rea-

son that we know about Justice 
Clarence Thomas’ right-wing bil-
lionaire friends who buy him lavish 
vacations. But this important story 
is just the tip of the iceberg for the 
in-depth reporting they have done 
for more than a decade. The Inter-
cept has also broken a wide range of 
stories that were neglected by cor-
porate-owned news outlets, notably 
on political corruption and dubious 
foreign policy ventures.

The high-budget news outlets 
may spend tens or hundreds of mil-
lions pushing fluff stories and acting 
as public relations vehicles for their 
favored politicians, but serious news 
outlets can do important reporting 
on a fraction of their budgets. They 
don’t need to pay buffoonish news 
anchors millions of dollars a year. 
This is why a voucher system makes 
so much sense.

An individual voucher system also 
gets around the problem of having 
the government decide what news 
should be reported. It will be up to 
individuals to decide which outlets 
get their support.

The government would only set 
broad parameters, comparable to 
what it does now with the I.R.S. 
determining which organizations 

The Flag Code is not ambiguous. Section 7 (i) states quite clearly, “When 
displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should 
be uppermost and to the flag’s own right, that is, to the observer’s left. When 
displayed in a window, the flag should be displayed in the same way, with 
the union or blue field to the left of the observer in the street.” The Flag Po-
lice, fittingly, are never uncertain. Frequently, though, they are perplexed. 
Certainly that was the case for the indefatigable Officer Krupke when, 
while making his rounds, he discovered the Flag Code violation depicted 
above. That mild discomfort is all too familiar for those who uphold the 
Flag Police motto: “Eternal vigilance is the price of upholding the fetishi-
zation of material objects which symbolize the values of a purported repub-
lic in the absence of any perceptible functionality.”
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qualify for 501(c)3 status, so that 
contributors can get a deduction 
on their income taxes. The I.R.S. 
only makes a determination as to 
whether the organization is in fact 
a church, a shelter for the homeless, 
or a think tank, or whatever else 
they claim to do that qualifies for 
tax-exempt status. It doesn’t try to 
determine if they are a good church 
or think tank, that is done by their 
contributors.

It would be the same with the 
news voucher system. The agency 
administering the system would just 
determine whether the organization 
is in fact engaged in collecting and 
distributing news. It would be up to 
individuals to determine which or-
ganization gets their support.

At this point, there is little pros-
pect of getting this sort of voucher 
system through at the national level, 
however, it can be done at the state 
or local level. Just last week, Wash-
ington, D.C. city council members 
Janeese Lewis George and Brianne 
Nadeau introduced a bill that would 
set aside $11 million (0.1 percent 
of the city budget) for individual 
vouchers to support local news re-
porting.

The way the program is structured 
is that the value of the voucher, or 

coupon, that each individual gets 
would depend on how many people 
use it. If only a thousand people used 
the vouchers, each person would 
have $11,000 to give to the news 
outlet of their choice. If 100,000 of 
DC’s residents (its population is just 
under 700,000) used the vouchers, 
each one would have $110 to sup-
port the local news they value.

A condition of getting the mon-
ey would be that all the material 
produced would be posted on the 
web and available at no cost. The 
idea is that the public pays for news 
once, we don’t give people a subsidy 
through the voucher and then allow 
them to collect a second time by 
charging to get around a paywall.

A voucher program to support 
local news in D.C. may seem a long 
way from challenging the Mur-
dochs and the Disneys for control of 
the media, but it is an important first 
step. And, what can be done in D.C. 
can be done in other cities. Mark 
Histed, with the group Democracy 
Policy Network, has been working 
with groups in other cities who have 
similar plans.

The point is that this has to start 
somewhere, and if this sort of vouch-
er system can work in one city, it can 
work in others. And, if it is successful 

What could be better than spending a pleasant afternoon with a few 
friends, down by the river overlooking the tugboats? This past Saturday, 
for example. October 28th. Wait…what month was this…? Three days 
later, during the Halloween Parade, the temperature was a brisk 40°.

and the public values it, then we can 
envision a similar program could be 
introduced nationally at some point.

If this still sounds small bore, it 
is worth paying a bit of attention to 
what the right has managed to do 
over the years. The privatization of 
Medicare began under Reagan in 
the 1980s, as private insurers were 
allowed to get a slice of Medicare 
dollars. The privatization was ex-
panded gradually over the years so 
that the current incarnation, Medi-
care Advantage, now covers 44 per-
cent of all beneficiaries. More than 
half of new enrollees sign up for 
Medicare Advantage.

If we need another example of 
the success of the right in starting 
small and building up, we can just 
look at the current Congress. We 
have states like Wisconsin, that are 
relatively evenly balanced in votes 
in national elections. (Obama won 

twice, Trump won in 2016, and 
Biden won in 2020. It has one sen-
ator from each party.) Nonetheless, 
its congressional delegation has six 
Republicans and two Democrats.

This wasn’t the result of a magic 
trick. The Republicans worked to get 
people elected to the state’s legisla-
ture over the years. These legislators 
then gerrymandered districts (both 
their own and the congressional 
districts) to ensure that Republicans 
would have a share of seats that vast-
ly exceeded their share of the votes. 
This resulted from years and decades 
of getting people to run for relatively 
boring positions in the state house 
or state senate. It has now paid big 
dividends for them in national pol-
itics.

It would be great if we could do 
something tomorrow that would 
drastically reduce the income and 
power imbalances that have explod-

ed in the last half century. But the list 
of items that would do this and have 
a remote chance of getting anywhere 
politically is pretty close to zero.

Our choice is whether to do 
things that have an incremental im-
pact and can grow through time, or 
empty ranting into the wind. The 
D.C. local news voucher program 
fits in the first category. People who 
really want to do something to re-
duce the power of billionaires should 
get behind it. 

–=≈=–
Dean Baker is Senior Economist 
at the Center for Economic and 
Policy Research. Its website, cepr.
net, where this article appears, is li-
censed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International Li-
cense.
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Let’s Meddle With Some Primal Forces
To the Editor:

In a previous letter, I noted that 
ideological posturing both on the left 
and right are preventing collaborative 
action on serious issues. An example is 
the culture war over public education. 
The far right has mounted an orga-
nized attack on public education, crit-
icizing educational content ostensibly 
based on critical race theory and gen-
der identity. This strategy is facilitated 
by a campaign to ban books related 
to these topics. The focus on critical 
race theory is particularly disingenu-
ous. CRT emerged from research in 
law schools and graduate programs to 
explain the lack of racial progress fol-
lowing the civil rights legislation of the 
Johnson administration. It is unlikely 
that most of the far-right scolds of 
public education have ever read any of 
the arcane CRT-based research. Rath-
er, the CRT critics object to any effort 
to teach the malicious effects of slavery 
if it contradicts conservative ideology 
even if the teaching is based on his-
torical fact. Likewise, courses designed 
to explore gender issues are uniformly 
opposed on ideological bases rather 
than their factual content. The bottom 
line is that the far right is more con-
cerned with promoting a conservative 
ideology rather than the truth.

Progressives are not innocent of 
injecting ideology into educational 
content. Some diversity, equity and 
inclusion projects based on the ideas 
of DiAngelo and Kendi reduce entire 
races to simple characterizations and 
make unsupported generalizations 
regarding the behavior of individual 
group members. Their ideas are ide-
ology not social science. DEI issues 
are important but should be taught as 
objectively as possible. They should not 
be designed using the Progressive ide-
ology du jour. This is not false equiva-
lence. It is simply to note that extremes 
on the left and right are operating 
from flawed ideological presupposi-
tions that obstruct truthful inquiry and 
promote conflict.

Ideological debate carried out by 
the ignorant on the right and zealots 
on the left obscure understanding 
and collaborative action on pressing 

public education issues. The fact is 
that public education in the U.S. is in 
trouble. For several years prior to the 
pandemic, test scores of American 
students in reading and math were in 
decline compared to other countries. 
The decline has primarily occurred 
among Black, Hispanic, Native Amer-
ican and low-income White students. 
School closures during the pandemic 
have exacerbated the decline. Some 
estimates are that students have lost 
from one to two years of education-
al progress due to pandemic closures. 
Public school teacher morale is at an 
all-time low. They are criticized by the 
left and right regarding the cultural 
issues discussed above and are often 
held falsely accountable for poor stu-
dent performance. They endure this 
criticism while being significantly un-
derpaid in comparison to their educat-
ed peers. The result is that many skilled 
educators are leaving the profession 
and fewer college students are opting 
to major in Education. 

The consequence of educational de-
cline is obvious. Declining test scores 
indicate that students will be less ca-
pable of competing in the high-tech 
industries that now comprise the glob-
al economy. As experienced teachers 
become rarer, there are fewer skilled 
professionals to stem the decline and 
train students in the critical thinking 
skills necessary not only for economic 
success but for making effective life 
decisions. 

The situation calls for a major effort 
to renovate public education, especial-
ly for low-income students. Students 
who graduate from affluent suburban 
schools generally do well on perfor-
mance tests and go on to prestigious 
colleges and achieve advanced degrees. 
This includes middle class black stu-
dents who perform at the level of their 
peers when the educational context is 
conducive. The fact that poorer educa-
tional performance is overwhelmingly 
concentrated among lower income 
students whether Black, Hispanic, Na-
tive American or White indicates that 
the issue is better understood as a class 
rather than racial problem. Solutions 
need to be devised on this basis to 
help low-income students overcome 

inherent disadvantages. Economical-
ly disadvantaged students often enter 
school with academic and emotional 
deficits compared to their more afflu-
ent peers. Pre-school programs need 
to be made comprehensively available 
to help counter both behavioral and 
academic deficiencies. High quali-
ty programs and teachers need to be 
available in schools primarily com-
prised of low-income students. And 
an effort must be made to change the 
culture of low-income families that 
may undervalue educational excel-
lence. This is not blaming the victim. 
It is recognizing that family culture 
matters and must be considered in 
a comprehensive effort to improve 
educational outcomes among low-
er income students. There is only so 
much that dedicated teachers with-
in well-resourced schools can do to 
educate students that have not been 
taught to value education. But before 
any effort can be made to solve these 
problems, we need to focus on realistic, 
fact-based analyses rather than engage 
in feckless ideological conflict. 

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Robert:
“The situation calls for a major effort 

to renovate public education,” you write, 
“especially for low-income students.” We 
agree completely.

That effort will never be made, though, 
under current conditions, and no arcane 
research is required to explain why: the 
same societal forces that have slowed 
racial progress will decline to cooperate. 
Wouldn’t be prudent. Wouldn’t you really 
rather have a voucher?

DiAngelo and Kendi are bit play-
ers in this game, mere distractions only. 
The real player here is Arthur Jensen in 
“Network,” as played by Ned Beatty: “You 
want to provide the same educational op-
portunities for everyone, Black or white, 
rich or poor? You’re proposing to meddle 
with the primal forces of nature!”

Ordinary people have to struggle like 
hell just to keep their heads above water. 

And, in the minds of the people who run 
this country, that’s exactly as it should be. 
Keeps wages down, and profits up. 

As another famous fictional personage 
once said, “It’s not personal. It’s just busi-
ness.”

This is not to say we, the people, should 
not demand a complete renovation of 
public education—minus the vouchers. 
We should. That, and more. Lots more. 
Oprah voice: “You get medicare, and you 
get medicare, and you get medicare,” ad 
infinitum.

The Editor
–=≈=–

“Wars are never won. Victory is a myth…”
Dear Editor,

Here are some quotations taken 
from recent news reporting on the 
Gaza situation.

“Biden is green lighting a far-right 
leader’s policy in Israel that holds all 
Palestinians responsible for Hamas.”

Biden’s acceptance of this despot-
ic narrative contradicts everything 
his party stands for. It would be like 
America punishing all Mexicans 
for cartel activity in American cities. 
Trump and a few other Republican 
candidates have already said they will 
implement this same kind of military 
campaign south of our own border.

“Hundreds in the American Con-
gress have literally said nothing about 
the loss of Palestinian lives while 
loudly bemoaning the loss of Israelite 
lives.” “Congress held a vigil bemoan-
ing Israeli deaths only, not Palestinian 
deaths.”

This kind of silence indicates a dis-
criminatory worldview related to reli-
gion, ethnicity, national origin, human 
rights, and wealth that a democratic 
society is not supposed to have. Pales-
tinian lives do not matter in America 
the same way poor Black lives do not 
matter.

And finally, an impressive word of 
wisdom from a neighboring Arab na-

tion: “Wars are never won. Victory is a 
myth invented by political leaders to 
justify the loss of many lives.” (Queen 
Rania Al Abdullah of Jordan).

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
We generally share Thomas Paine’s 

stance on monarchy, but thanks to you, 
we’ll cut Queen Rania Al Abdullah some 
slack.

The Editor
–=≈=–

It’s Time For an “Unfit to Serve” Tour
Dear Editor:

It isn’t often that I feel vindicated 
but today my hat is off to Max Boot at 
The Washington Post for declaring that 
“Trump’s generals have one last duty 
to perform, they must tell American 
voters what they saw first hand: their 
former boss is unfit to serve as com-
mander-in-chief.”

Boot was referring to retired Ma-
rine Gen. John Kelly, Trump’s longest 
serving chief of staff, former Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis, and former 
national security advisor H.R. Mc-
Master. I would add a fourth, recent-
ly retired Gen. Mark Milley, former 
Chair of the Joint Chiefs.

Max Boot believes the generals have 
an obligation to tell voters about “the 
unique threat Trump poses to Amer-
ican democracy” and that they should 
launch an “Unfit to Serve” tour, “re-
vealing the horrors they witnessed.” I 
couldn’t agree more.

I’m retired Navy myself so I fully 
understand and appreciate the reluc-
tance of military affiliated personnel to 
involve themselves in politics. Howev-
er, these are unprecedented times. We 
have a twice impeached former presi-
dent presently awaiting four criminal 
trials totally 91 charges across four 
states plus an assortment of civil tri-
als pending. Donald Trump poses a 

te
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severe risk to national security and he 
is clearly unfit, unqualified, and an un-
deniable threat to our democratic form 
of government, our way of life.

Donald Trump has shown only dis-
tain for our Armed Forces for as long 
as we’ve known him, particularly for 
those killed, wounded or captured, re-
ferring to them publicly as “losers” and 
“suckers.” Gen. Kelly described Trump 
as having “nothing but contempt for 
our democratic institutions.” Is this 
the kind of president we want in the 
White House? I think not.

I agree with Max Boot, unequivo-
cally, the generals must speak up and 
tell Americans the truth about former 
President Trump. Our past presi-
dents must speak up as well. Present 
and former members of the United 
States Congress must speak up. And, 
most importantly, veterans and vet-
erans organizations, all veterans who 
are serving and who have served this 
nation in uniform, must speak up; we 
must not allow this misfit to denigrate 
and malign and slander our soldiers, 
sailors and airmen who daily put their 
lives and limbs on the line to keep our 
country free. None of us has the privi-
lege of remaining silent any longer.

David L. Snell
Franklin, N.C.
David:
We hold brass hats in about the same 

regard that we do so-called monarchs 
[see reply above]. As for Max Boot, we’ve 
never thought he had enough sense to 
pour… never mind.

Having thus established our chronic 
closed-mindedness, we agree wholeheart-
edly with your letter. We will joyfully join 
all generals, right-wing writers, reformed 
politicians, and repentant preachers in a 
grand kumbaya moment to just say “No” 
to the Mango Man from Mar-a-Lago.

The Editor
–=≈=–

That’s What The Money’s For, Right?
To the Editor:

The Help America Vote Act of 2002 
gave New Hampshire federal funds 
“for the use of improving election se-
curity and technology.” The state has 
been holding onto these funds, and 
they now amount to “approximately 
$12.9m,” according to the wording of 
House Bill 447-FN: Relative to the 
purchase of election equipment. The 
bill, to allow this money to be spent, 
will be voted on by members of the 
N.H. House Committee on Election 
Law, on October 31.

The money is there. What is the 
need? Most of the election equip-
ment currently used throughout N.H. 
has aged and may soon be in need of 
repairs or replacement. Yet the one 
company that has manufactured the 
majority of these machines will no 
longer be in business.

Much effort went into finding 
other voting machines that met New 
Hampshire’s standards. Election offi-
cials and other individuals statewide 
had the opportunity to test out these 
machines. The will to purchase the 
new machines is there, but many mu-
nicipalities don’t have room in their 
budgets for such an expense.

HB 447-FN would release federal 
funds from the Help America Vote 
Act of 2002, allowing the Secretary of 
State to “establish a grant system for 
cities and towns” to apply for these 
funds. Why should our cash-strapped 
municipalities struggle to find the 
means to ensure a safe and secure vot-
ing system when we are sitting on this 
federal money? Please urge your local 
representatives to support HB 447-
FN.

Susan Richman
Durham, N.H.
Susan:
This would seem, on the face of it, to be 

a pretty danged simple decision to make. 

Of course, you never know these days 
what kind of imaginative argument 
might come swooping down out of the 
belfry.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Media Pile-On Misses the Point
To the Editor:

I’m sick of the media obsession with 
President Biden’s age and not his re-
markable accomplishments. With 
only a 50-50 “majority” in the Sen-
ate and a narrow House majority, the 
President achieved more in less than a 
single term than presidents have nor-
mally managed in two full terms. A 
letter isn’t long enough to summarize 
Biden’s many achievements.

The long overdue Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law provides the largest 
investment in transportation infra-
structure since the building of the In-
terstates in the 1950s. It also expands 
access to broadband internet and to 
clean drinking water.

The Inflation Reduction Act allows 
Medicare for the first time to negoti-
ate the price of prescription drugs. It 
caps the monthly cost of insulin for 
seniors at $35, to end Big Pharma’s 
profiteering on the backs of seniors. 
It also invests in combating climate 
change through supporting solar and 
wind energy, electric vehicles, etc. The 
Department of Energy estimates it 
will both drive clean energy generation 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
significantly.

The CHIPS & Science Act invests 
in scientific research and increased 
domestic manufacturing of micro-
chips, so we don’t have to depend on 
China. We all remember what hap-
pened during the pandemic when car 
manufacturers couldn’t import enough 
chips.

Biden’s age and decades of experi-
ence in Congress and as Vice President 
are an advantage. Age and experience 
give him foreign and domestic poli-
cy expertise, and the tools to get stuff 
done for Americans—as he’s demon-

strated repeatedly. I’m looking forward 
to a second Biden term. 

Susan Mayer
Lee N.H.
Susan:
Marlin Perkins’s voice: “Ever fear-

ful of being singled out for criticism by a 
big-name columnist or—worse-yet—be-
coming the subject of an attack campaign 
by a phalanx of right-wing propaganda 
mills, career-minded journalists at corpo-
rate media companies quickly develop an 
ability to blend in with the herd.”

Negotiating drug prices, capping the 
cost of insulin, supporting common-sense 
energy policies, promoting domestic man-
ufacture of critically-important compo-
nents…these are all, without question, 
important achievements.

What is maddening is that any of these 
things needed doing in the first place. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Let’s Really Railroad the Former Guy
Dear Editor,

Recent reports state that trump [sic] 
and his lawyers are asking to delay his 
four separate criminal trials until after 
the election, so as not to “cripple his 
chances of being elected.”

That justification is false, and it is 
dangerous to our democracy. In fact, 
the opposite is true. Voters need to 
know whether a presumed candidate 
for President of the United State is 
guilty of any of the 91 serious crim-
inal charges against him before the 
election.

Court trials, conforming to our sys-
tem of justice, are the best and only 
way we can know whether an accused 
person is guilty or not guilty. An inno-
cent candidate for office could be pre-
sumed to want the trials’ results before 
the election. A criminal candidate can 
be presumed to want to delay his trials 
until after we have voted.

Delaying trials cripples our chances 
of knowing if the candidate is a crook.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.
Bruce: 
Yet another reason why this country 

needs high-speed rail. Can’t you just see 
The Former Guy in a private rail car—
gold-plated, of course—shuttling back 
and forth between Atlanta, Washington, 

D.C., and New York City? We could fund 
it with a confiscatory wealth tax on bil-
lionaires.

The Editor
–=≈=–

We Need a Better City Council
To the Editor: 

While I consider myself a progres-
sive Democrat, local elections are usu-
ally not about partisan issues. Party 
affiliation can be a help to voters, but 
more important is the quality of the 
candidate and their willingness to ask 
hard questions and make hard deci-
sions.

In recent elections, a political action 
group, Progress Portsmouth, endorsed 
candidates that were favorable to a 
developer that has sued our city for 
millions of dollars. It is important that 
voters ask for candidate’s definition of 
progressive. I certainly hope that for-
mer mayor Steve Marchand stays out 
of this election, considering his 2021 
campaign violations, and because he 
does not live here anymore. 

The current council has been weak 
and ineffective regarding the entire 
McIntyre project resulting in signif-
icant costs to taxpayers. At the same 
time, they often remained silent in-
stead of asking important questions 
during council deliberations, leaving 
the public in the dark. 

I am planning to vote for candidates 
who put residents first not businesses 
and developers. Our zoning laws are 
there for good reasons, and variances 
should not be awarded just because a 
developer wants to increase their prof-
it. That is not a real hardship. 

The candidates that I plan to en-
dorse should have these top three 
issues: maintaining our good city ser-
vices, keeping our tax rate increases 
reasonable (thereby affordable), and 
support restrictions on new devel-
opment. They also need to involve 
our neighborhoods more in deci-
sion-making. 

That is why I am planning to vote 
for some of the former Becksted 5 in-
cluding Rick Becksted. I am also con-
sidering current city councilors who 
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can stand up to aggressive devel-
opers and who do not delegate city 
policy to the city manager, but set 
those policies. Finally, I am also con-
sidering some of the new candidates 
to give the council some fresh ideas. 

Regardless of your political view, 
please do not rely on social media 
alone to decide on a candidate, and 
be suspicious of mailer sources you 
do not recognize. Attend candidate 
forums either in person or by Zoom, 
and check out the questions and an-
swers provided by the candidates to 
media outlets, e.g. Seacoastonline, 
&c. 

Peter Somssich / former Ports-
mouth Democratic Chair

Portsmouth, N.H.
–=≈=–

Public Education Reflects
Our Future Community 

Dear Editor, 
I am Leigh Hudson, I am run-

ning for Portsmouth School Board 
because public education reflects our 
future community and what we in-
vest in it is what we can expect in re-
turn. Students are our future leaders, 
business developers and the success 
of our community. 

The school department believes 
that too. It’s evident in the evolving 
“Portrait of a Graduate” vision. A 
graduate that can succeed through 
adaptability in a collaborative di-
verse environment and do so with 
empathy. It’s evident in our school’s 
mission statement, “The purpose of 
the Portsmouth schools is to educate 
all students by challenging them to 
become thinking, responsible, con-
tributing citizens who continue to 

learn throughout their lives.” 
We fog that vision and tarnish 

the mission when 43 percent of the 
special needs instruction budget is 
used for out-of-district placements. 
The associated tuition and transpor-
tation expenditures are a multiple 
of the in-district per student cost. 
While families are involved in these 
placement decisions, it brings into 
question how well intentioned we 
are in serving our students. 

My son is one of the 16 percent 
student demographic with disabil-
ities. He has MECP2 duplication 
syndrome, a rare neurogenetic dis-
order with developmental delays, 
motor skills challenges, speech is-
sues, autism, and more. My son’s first 

year Portsmouth 
School District experi-

ence was a mix of wonderful faculty 
executing education or therapies but 
thwarted by accessibility issues that 
made our family question the “edu-
cate all students” mission. 

I seek to lead school improve-
ment efforts that ensure all students 
achieve their highest abilities, in-
cluding those with significant dis-
abilities, by leveraging best practices 
of inclusionary schools. Choosing 
not to only perpetuates exclusion in 
the community, and acceptance of 
that in key including employment, 
skills training, and health services. 
We fail our future community. 

When we are not purposefully 
inclusionary, we are unintentionally 
exclusionary. 

Leigh Hudson (he/him)
Portsmouth, N.H.
e: leigh4portsmouth@proton.me

–=≈=–
Has A Taste for Ewing-Skewering

To the Editor:
I look forward to your cutting 

down Don Ewing’s letters with your 
sharp wit so I was saddened to read 
that you’re not going to publish any 
of his letters… . Hopefully others 
will feel as I do and you’ll reconsider.

M.D.
Bow, N.H.
M.
As it turns out, you are not our only 

reader who had an ear for our dulcet 
duets with Don Ewing. Before we 
could reconsider our decision to stop 
publishing his screeds, a certain sine 
qua non would be required: he would 
have to resume his practice of sending 
those screeds to us.

The Editor

Biden DOJ ‘Bending Over Backwards’ to 
Protect Corporate Criminals: Report

by Jake Johnson
An analysis released Mon-

day shows that the Biden Justice 
Department prosecuted just 99 
corporate offenders last year, de-
spite pledging to crack down on 
white-collar crime following years 
of lax enforcement during former 
President Donald Trump’s White 
House term.

Corporate prosecutions have de-
clined sharply since 2000, a trend 
that President Joe Biden has failed 
to reverse, the consumer advocacy 
group Public Citizen observed in a 
new report.

During Biden’s first year in office, 
corporate prosecutions fell to 90, 
just below the 94 that the Trump 
administration recorded in 2020 
and far below the 304 prosecutions 
in 2000.

“The Biden Justice Department’s 
light-touch approach to enforce-
ment encourages corporate scofflaws 
to push the limits of what’s legally 
allowed to maximize their prof-
its—risking our health and safety, 

our environment, our finances, and 
our communities,” Rick Claypool, a 
research director for Public Citizen 
and author of the new report, said in 
a statement.

“The Justice Department is still 
bending over backwards to pro-
tect corporate offenders from the 
consequences of their lawbreaking, 
and it’s creating ideal conditions 
for the next corporate catastrophe,” 
Claypool warned. “The worst cor-
porate-caused crises of the 21st 
Century—the 2008 financial crisis 
and the opioid epidemic—are sto-
ries about enforcement agencies 
failing to fight systemic criminal 
misconduct before it was too late.”

The Biden administration’s rhet-
oric on corporate crime and the 
policies it has implemented in a pur-
ported attempt to deter wrongdoing 
and hold bad actors to account have 
not translated into much, if any, 
measurable progress.

Public Citizen found that cor-
porate leniency agreements—deals 
that companies reach with the Jus-
tice Department to avoid or defer 
prosecution—fell to just 11 last year, 
the lowest level since 2004.

“But whether the shift can be seen 
as a sign of strengthened corporate 

enforcement is a separate question,” 
the group said. “If the DOJ’s interest 
in prosecuting corporate crime was 
truly waxing, one would expect to 
see increasing prosecutions accom-
pany the decreasing leniency agree-
ments.”

“Instead,” Public Citizen added, 
“the near-record low number of cor-
porate prosecutions combined with 
plunging corporate leniency agree-
ments means the federal govern-
ment concluded 110 criminal cases 
against corporations in fiscal year 
2022—fewer than any previous year 
since 1994, when it concluded 106.”

The new report points to several 
examples of companies that es-
caped prosecution through leniency 
agreements last year and in 2021, 
including Credit Suisse, Uber, and 
Stericycle.

“A society that punishes the 
crimes of the poor while permitting 
the crimes of the powerful is not a 
just society,” Public Citizen’s report 
says. “The principle that no one 
should be above the law includes 
corporations.”

The report was published weeks 
after the Biden Justice Department 
faced backlash for announcing that 
it would not pursue charges against 
companies that voluntarily disclose 
wrongdoing committed by busi-
nesses they are acquiring.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) 
wrote in a letter to Attorney General 

Merrick Garland and Deputy At-
torney General Lisa Monaco earlier 
this month that the policy “would 
incentivize corporations to engage in 
illegal activity of all kinds—knowing 
that they could simply wipe the slate 
clean during a merger.”
Jake Johnson is a senior editor and 
staff writer for Common Dreams. 
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 
3.0).

–=≈=–
Big Banks Funneled $1.8 Trillion

to Carbon Bombs Since 2016
by Olivia Rosane

Major banks funneled more than 
$150 billion in 2022 toward “carbon 
bomb” fossil fuel projects that would 
blow through the world’s chances 
of limiting global heating to 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels. 

The data, published by The Guard-
ian Tuesday, shows that major banks 
in the U.S., Europe, and China 
funded the companies behind these 
projects with a total of $1.8 trillion 
between 2016 and 2022, with U.S. 
banks contributing more than half a 
trillion of that total.

“Criminal,” Nuclear Consulting 
Group chair Paul Dorfman tweeted 
in response to the news.

“We need to rapidly decline our 
production of fossil fuels and sup-
port for fossil fuels, whether that’s 
regulatory or financial.”

The “carbon bombs” are 425 fossil 

fuel extraction projects identified by 
The Guardian and other nonprofit 
and media organizations and com-
piled in an online database in 2022. 
Each bomb has the potential to re-
lease more than a gigaton of carbon 
dioxide over its lifetime. At first, it 
was calculated that igniting all 425 
bombs would release emissions 
more than double the remaining 
carbon budget that scientists say hu-
mans can spend and still have a 50 
percent chance of limiting warming 
to 1.5°C. However, research pub-
lished Monday calculated that the 
remaining carbon budget is actually 
around 250 gigatons of carbon diox-
ide, not the 500 previously believed. 
The carbon bombs would release a 
combined total of more than 1,000 
gigatons, or four times the revised 
number.

“The budget is so small, and the 
urgency of meaningful action for 
limiting warming is so high, [that] 
the message from [the carbon bud-
get] is dire,” study co-author Joeri 
Rogelj of Imperial College London 
told The Guardian Monday.

JPMorgan Chase led the pack 
with more than $141 billion invest-
ed between 2016 and 2022, followed 
by Citi with $119 billion, Bank of 
America with $92 billion, the Chi-
nese ICBC with $92.2 billion, and 
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A Gordian Knot
by W.D. Ehrhart

I was among a small unit of U.S. 
Marines who entered Hue City, 

Vietnam, on January 31st, 1968, at 
the beginning of what turned out 
to be the Tet Offensive. The city 
had been secretly occupied by Viet 
Cong and North Vietnamese Army 
forces (VC/NVA), and it took us 
nearly a month to drive them out. 
By the time we were done, the city 
was largely in ruins.

A year and a half later, and imme-
diately after public revelation of the 
massacre of hundreds of unarmed 
Vietnamese civilians by units of the 
U.S. Americal Division at a place 
known as My Lai, the Nixon Ad-
ministration accused the VC/NVA 
of murdering anywhere from 3,000 
to 5,000 innocent civilians during 
their occupation of Hue City.

This accusation has since been 
absorbed wholesale by American 
popular culture and even many 
historians as fact, although there is 
no documentary or photograph-
ic evidence supporting the claim. 
There was supposedly a written list 
of those to be murdered that turned 
up briefly in 1969, but has since dis-
appeared.

I personally believe that this is 
all “urban mythology” designed to 
demonstrate that, yes, well, maybe 
we Americans got carried away now 
and then, but look how bad the oth-
er guys were; there’s no comparison.

During a visit to Hue City in 
1990, I spent time with a former VC 
medic who had been in the battle, 
and I asked him about the so-called 
“Hue Massacre.” He told me that 
several hundred Vietnamese had 
been executed. The VC/NVA had 
rounded up collaborators who had 
been working for the Saigon gov-
ernment and the U.S. military and 
were taking them to the mountains 
west of the city, but U.S. forces had 
cut off the escape routes faster than 
the VC/NVA had anticipated.

The choices were therefore: try 

to herd several hundred captives 
through American lines, turn them 
all loose, or kill them. I vividly re-
member him saying to me, in En-
glish, “Look what the French did to 
their traitors who collaborated with 
the Nazis. What did you expect us 
to do?”

But how then does one account 
for the mass graves that were subse-
quently unearthed around the city? 
Let me tell you something, folks. 
This was a big city. We were fighting 
house to house, floor to floor, room 
to room. We didn’t have the luxury 
of ringing the doorbell, waiting until 
someone answered, and then asking 
who was home.

You kicked in the door, flipped in 
a grenade, stepped in and emptied 
half a magazine on full automatic, 
and then looked around to see who 
was there. A lot of civilians were 
killed in the process, not because 
we targeted them, but only because 
they got caught in the middle of one 
of the most ferocious battles of that 
ugly war.

And when the fighting was over, 
all those dead civilians had to be dis-
posed of. You don’t just leave them 
lying around, and in many cases 
there was neither time nor oppor-
tunity for families to reclaim their 
dead. Many of the dead had been 
dead for days and weeks, and were 
already decomposing, presenting a 
terrible health risk.

But regardless of how they died or 
who killed them, however, they were 
still innocent and still dead. This 
is what happens in urban warfare 
waged in built-up and heavily pop-
ulated areas. And Gaza is one of the 
most densely populated places in the 
entire world.

There seems to be incontrovert-
ible evidence that Hamas actively 
targeted civilians in a murderous 
rampage on the first day of their as-
sault. Even if that were not the case, 
I would have no fondness or sym-
pathy for Hamas, an organization 
that makes no secret of its desire to 

remove the state of Israel from the 
face of the earth. 

But—always that “but”—Yitzak 
Rabin, who signed the Oslo Accords 
and was working toward a peaceful 
solution to the Israel/Palestine di-
lemma, was not murdered by a Pal-
estinian, but by an ultranationalist 
Israeli. Netanyahu came to power 
soon after Rabin’s assassination, and 
during his long off-and-on tenure, 
he has made it perfectly clear that he 
harbors pretty much the same wish 
for Palestine as Hamas has for Israel.

At least some members of the 
Netanyahu government are just as 
bloodthirsty and uncompromising 
as Hamas, and with no apparent 
reluctance, Netanyahu feeds those 
extremists the red meat they de-
mand, undermining the Palestinian 
Authority, constantly opening new 
Israeli settlements in the West Bank, 
building walls to separate Palestin-
ian farmers from their livelihoods, 
and generally making life misera-
ble for ordinary Palestinians with 
checkpoints, searches, restrictions of 
movement, and a thousand and one 
disruptions to daily life.

Meanwhile, let’s assume that 
Hamas did indeed deliberately and 
brutally target innocent civilians 
on the opening day of their attack. 
There is, as I have said in writing 
previously, absolutely no justification 
for that. None. Zero. Zilch. Not even 
a history of similar behavior by ter-
rorist groups such as the Irgun and 
the Stern Gang. Murder is murder, 
and innocent civilians are just that.

But—again that “but”—a dead 
Palestinian child in the rubble of a 
building destroyed by a 500-pound 
bomb dropped from an Israeli F-16 
is still just as dead as an Israeli child 
shot by a Hamas gunman. That the 
pilot may not have been targeting 
that Palestinian child is not likely 
to be of much comfort to the child’s 
parents. Urban warfare will inevita-
bly produce dead civilians.

In his poem “Olympic Hopscotch 
Leap,” the Palestinian poet Mosab 

Abu Toha describes an errant Is-
raeli drone missile that vaporizes his 
infant niece: “We look around and 
find only / her milk bottle.” And 
this taking place not in the midst 
of a Hamas offensive, but on a “hot 
night of Ramadan” while the family 
drinks tea. Day after day, month af-
ter month, year after year. To argue, 
“well, yeh, but the other guys are 
worse,” just doesn’t cut it.

So what is the path forward? 
How do Israelis and Palestinians 
extricate themselves from this Gor-
dian Knot. As I wrote in an earlier 
essay, “Is Peace Possible?” I’m not 
optimistic. But my Jewish friend 
Wayne Karlin, a Marine veteran of 
the Vietnam War who has lived in 
Israel, is more hopeful than I am.

Wayne recently sent me a posi-
tion statement from a group called 
Combatants for Peace, which he 
describes as veterans of the Israeli 
Defense Forces, former members of 
the Palestinian resistance, ex-pris-
oners, and members of families who 
have lost people on either side. The 
statement ends: “This is not a time 
for revenge or collective punishment 
of the innocent. The only solution is 
ending the occupation. We call for 
non-violence, a renewed sense of 
humanity, and better days ahead for 
all of our children.”

President Biden has declared re-
peatedly in recent weeks, “We stand 
with Israel.” What the heck does 
that mean? Maybe we ought to be 
standing with organizations like 
Combatants for Peace, Peace Now, 
Standing Together, The Parents Cir-
cle, and other groups of Israelis and 
Palestinians dedicated to finding a 
peaceful and permanent solution 
to endless oppression, violence, and 
hatred that has been life in this part 
of the world for well over a century.

–=≈=–
W. D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War memoir 
trilogy published by McFarland & 
Co.

by Jim Hightower

Which is the “greenest” state in 
America?

You might think California, or 
maybe Oregon. But go 3,000 miles 
east, and you’ll come upon the 
physical beauty and ecological vi-
tality of the Green Mountain State: 
Vermont. Indeed, its very name is 
derived from the French term for 
green mountains: Verts Monts.

And now, Vermont’s green ethic 
is being advanced in a very innova-
tive way by perhaps the least likely 
source: The state’s biggest electric 
utility! These outfits are usually rank 
profiteers, with their only green con-
cern being the extraction of more 
dollar bills from consumers.

But, says Mari McClure, CEO 
of Green Mountain Power, “call us 
the un-utility.” She is flipping the 
industry model—instead of having 
thousands of customers hooked on 
a system of massive, centralized, in-
creasingly-expensive and unreliable 
power plants—GMP is decentral-
izing. Not just symbolically, but by 
literally putting its power source 
in customers’ homes, businesses, 
schools, &c.

Specifically, Green Mountain 
will install television-size storage 
batteries statewide in homes and 
buildings, each one soaking up wind 
and solar energy when the weather 
is right, releasing stored power when 
needed. This turns out to be far 
cheaper than building central power 
plants, having to constantly replace 
miles of electric lines downed by 
storms, and paying for widespread 
power outages.

Plus, it delivers priceless customer 
goodwill by doing away with infuri-
ating outages that shut down peo-
ple’s lights, refrigerators, medical 
equipment, etc. “We don’t want the 
power to be off for our customers 
ever,” says McClure.

Indeed, power outages cost U.S. 
utilities about $150 billion a year… 
while costing customers even 
more. That’s a failed system! Green 
Mountain Power is showing that 
decentralization is a path away from 
business-as-usual greed—literally 
generating energy sanity.

The question to ask is: What’s 
your utility doing? 
© 2023 by Jim Hightower & As-
sociates. Contact Laura Ehrlich 
(Laura@jimhightower.com).

BNP Paribas with $71.9 billion. 
Last year alone, the banks directly or 
indirectly funded the projects with 
around $161 billion. This comes 
despite greenwashing rhetoric from 
financial institutions pledging to act 
on climate. 

For example, JPMorgan has 

promised to set goals to reduce the 
emission intensity of its portfolios 
for key sectors, including oil and gas, 
electricity, and auto making. …

In a worse-case scenario, nothing 
will be done to limit emissions, these 
carbon bombs will be exploited and 
burned, and weather will turn ever 
more extreme. However, if world 
leaders do succeed in rapidly phas-
ing out fossil fuels, these projects 

could become stranded assets for 
the companies and banks that in-
vested in them, and if this happens 
all at once, it could trigger a financial 
crash, University of Witten-Her-
decke sustainable finance research 
fellow Jan Fichtner told The Guard-
ian.

To avoid this, the world must 
work to make fossil fuels less prof-
itable, Fichtner said.

“In a capitalist system, profitabil-
ity is the most important current,” 
Fichtner told The Guardian. “You 
can try to swim against the current, 
it’s possible, but it’s very, very diffi-
cult.”

–=≈=–
Olivia Rosane is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is 
licensed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
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1986—In a hijacked helicopter, ’Nam 
vet Ron McIntosh springs his girl 
from the prison he recently escaped.
1974—In New Hampshire, Louis C. 
Wyman gets 355 more votes than John 
Durkin. It ain’t over yet, though; 317 
days later, Durkin’s a U.S. Senator.
1968—George Wallace wins five 
states in the deep South.
1964—A loaded KC-97 crashes on 
takeoff at Pease: five crewmen die.
1949—Deranged WW II veteran 
and daily churchgoer Howard Unruh 
(1921—2009) shoots 16 people, kill-
ing 13, in Camden, N.J.
1935—After buying the anti-capital-
ist game cheap, Parker Brothers mar-
kets a pro-capitalist Monopoly.
1930—Thinking the phone call is a 
hoax, Nobel winner Sinclair Lewis 
imitates his Swedish caller’s accent.
1916—Vigilantes fire on IWW 
members in Everett, Wash. They kill 
two of their own and five Wobblies.
1872—Susan B. Anthony and 14 
less-notorious women vote in Roch-
ester, N.Y. Nine days later, only An-
thony is arrested.
1855—Birth of Eugene V. Debs.
1796—Sen. John Rutherfurd [Fed.-
N.J.], 36, bashes British Consul Gen-
eral John Temple with a club during 
Guy Fawkes night in New York City. 
Temple, 65, knocks Rutherford into 
the dirt after a good horsewhipping.
1765—Boston gangs forego their usu-
al Guy Fawkes Day ruckus and jointly 
demonstrate against the Stamp Act.

2018—Nevada’s 36th district elects 
brothel-owner Dennis Hoff to the 
State Assembly by a huge margin. 
He’s been dead for three weeks.
2016—FBI Director James Comey 
says never mind about those emails.
2012—Trump tweets, “The electoral 
college is a disaster for a democracy.”
2000—Saddam Hussein stops ac-
cepting dollars for oil, thus under-
mining U.S. hegemony and possibly 
shortening his own life.
1998—Newt Gingrich says he’s re-
signing as Speaker of the House be-
cause he’s “not willing to preside over 
people who are cannibals.”
1984—Reagan defeats Mondale—it’s 
mourning in America.
1971—The AEC detonates a 5-mega-
ton nuke—the largest ever exploded 
in the U.S.—one mile below Amchit-
ka Island, 87 miles from a Soviet naval 
base in Siberia.
1965—In Times Square, five men 
burn their draft cards, the first such 
protest of the Vietnam War.
1944—The Zionist Stern Gang as-
sassinates Britain’s Lord Moyne in 
Cairo. Israel honors the assassins with 
a stamp in 1982.
1917—After three months of fighting 
in mud, Canadians take Passchen-
daele, ending the Third Battle of 
Ypres; Allies gain five miles at a cost of 
250,000 casualties.
1816—Founding Father Gouverneur 
Morris dies after catheterizing him-
self with a piece of whalebone.

2020—The Wall Street Journal runs an 
op-ed by Chief of Staff Mick Mul-
vaney under the headline, “If he loses, 
Trump will concede gracefully.”
2020—Dolt 45’s cracked legal team 
holds a press conference at the Four 
Seasons…Total Landscaping garage.
2007—Private Jessica Lynch accuses 
the Pentagon of exploiting her capture 
for propaganda purposes.
2000—Mel Carnahan defeats in-
cumbent Sen. John Ashcroft [R-Mo.], 
despite being three weeks dead.
1961—Under Sec. of State George 
Ball warns JFK, “Within five years, 
we’ll have 300,000 men in the paddies 
and jungles and you’ll never find them 
again.” JFK tells Ball he’s “crazier than 
hell. That just isn’t going to happen.”
1957—Ike tells close aides that in the 
event of nuclear war, “You might as 
well go out and shoot everyone you see 
and then shoot yourself.”
1940—The mile-long Tacoma Nar-
rows bridge wiggles, wobbles, and 
falls down. The State’s insurance is no 
help—its agent stole the premiums.
1917—The Bolshies take Petrograd.
1874—A Thomas Nast cartoon estab-
lishes forever that Republicans are el-
ephants and Democrats are donkeys.
1837—An Alton, Ill. mob murders 
abolitionist editor Elijah P. Lovejoy.
1775—Turning on his former 
land-grabbing cronies, e.g., George 
Washington, Lord Dunmore tells 
enslaved Blacks in Virginia he’ll free 
them if they join the Redcoats.

2016—Donald J. Trump wins the 
Presidency. Everybody else is a loser.
2013—Naval Intelligence boss Ted 
“Twig” Branch has his security clear-
ance lifted. He can’t do his job any-
more, but the Navy leaves him in it.
2010—On TV, George W.[MD] 
Bush says his mom once asked him 
for a ride to the hospital, displaying a 
jar with a miscarried sibling in it. 
2000—At 2:16 a.m., Fox News “re-
porter” John Ellis calls Fla. in favor 
of his cousin, George W.[MD] Bush.
1994—The GOP, led by serial philan-
derer Newt Gingrich, take Congress.
1965—Dorothy Kilgallen’s investiga-
tion into JFK’s assassination ends due 
to an allegedly accidental overdose.
1954—Ike writes his brother Ed that, 
“a tiny splinter group [e.g. Texas oil 
men] believes you can do” things like 
“abolish social security [and] unem-
ployment insurance,” but their “num-
ber is negligible and they are stupid.”
1932—Socialist Norman Thomas 
gets 884,885 votes for President.
1923—Disgruntled corporal A. Hit-
ler, with help from disgruntled gener-
al E. von Ludendorff, stages the “Beer 
Hall Putsch” in Munich.
1897—Birth of Dorothy Day, anar-
chist founder of Catholic Worker.
1876—The editor of The New York 
Times and the chairman of the Repub-
lican National Committee conspire 
to bribe election officials in Florida, 
South Carolina, and Louisiana to 
“elect” “Rutherfraud” B. Hayes.

2020—“What is the downside for 
humoring him…?” says “a senior Re-
publican official” to the Washington 
Post. “It’s not like he’s plotting how to 
prevent Joe Biden from taking power.”
1998—Brokers who rigged the game 
at NASDAQ  are compelled to pay 
their bilked customers $1 billion.
1989—The Berlin Wall suddenly be-
comes unexpectedly porous.
1979—Zbigniew Brzezinski gets a 
call: “250 nuclear missiles incoming!” 
Then another: “Make that 2,000!” A 
third says, [Gilda voice.] “Never mind.”
1977—William C. Sullivan, former 
Hoover hatchet man who once pre-
dicted he’d be murdered in a faked ac-
cident, is accidentally shot by a fellow 
hunter in Sugar Hill, N.H.
1969—Indians land on Alcatraz. 
Some are removed by the Coast 
Guard, others stay overnight.
1965—One power plant in Ontario 
fails; the whole Northeast goes dark.
1953—Dylan Thomas dies in New 
York at 39, mostly from bad doctoring.
1938—German Nazis demon-
strate their racial superiority during 
Kristallnacht by killing 91 Jews.
1932—To restore order, the Swiss 
Army fires on a crowd of protestors in 
Geneva, killing 13 anti-fascists.
1919—Columbia U. head Nicholas 
M. Butler tells veterans to “crush these 
[radical leftist] enemies of our nation.”
1863—Abraham Lincoln watches 
John Wilkes Booth perform in Selby’s 
“The Marble Heart” at Ford’s Theatre.

2004—George W.[MD] Bush nom-
inates a new AG. Alberto Gonzales 
ends up making John Ashcroft look a 
tad less terrible by comparison.
1982—The Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial, a gift to the nation from those it had 
shunned, opens in Washington, D.C.
1975—The ore carrier Edmund Fitz-
gerald sinks on Lake Superior, taking 
with her a crew of 29.
1973—In Drake, N.D. the school 
board fires a teacher and burns the 
book he assigned, Slaughterhouse Five.
1972—Facing bogus charges in De-
troit, anti-police-brutality activist 
Louis Moore skyjacks a DC-9. Days 
later he’s in a Cuban prison and airline 
passengers are getting searched.
1964—Australia re-introduces the 
draft to protect the Empire from Ho.
1961—Estelle Griswold is busted for 
selling contraceptives to married cou-
ples. Her winning appeal established a 
right to privacy—enjoy it while it lasts.
1950—Flying over Canada, a U.S. 
Air Force crew in a B-50 experiences 
engine trouble. They chuck the bomb 
(minus its plutonium core) which then 
explodes in Riviere du Loup, Quebec.
1934—Declaring martial law, Gov. 
Benjamin Moeur sends 100 Arizo-
na Guardsmen to stop Californians 
building a dam across the Colorado.
1898—In Wilmington, N.C., 400 
Democrats overthrow the city govern-
ment and murder hundreds of Blacks. 
Newspaperman & future Sec. of the 
Navy Josephus Daniels is a ringleader.

2000—Republicans go to court to 
stop manual recounts in Florida.
1956—The last pockets of resistance 
are suppressed in Hungary.
1940—In Taranto, Brit biplanes sink 
half the Italian Navy at anchor.
1933—“The Great Black Blizzard,” 
first great dust storm, hits the Plains.
1919—Centralia, Wash. Legionaires 
attack an I.W.W. union hall. Oops—
the Wobblies are armed. With four 
attackers dead, the surviving Legion-
aires kidnap, torture, and kill Wobblie 
and fellow WW I vet Wesley Everest.
1918—The War to End Wars ends, 
too late for 2,738 who die this day.
1906—Last living widow of a Revo-
lutionary War veteran, Esther Sumner 
Damon dies in Plainfield, Vt. at 92.
1887—Albert Parsons, George En-
gel, Adolph Fischer, and August 
Spies, none of them accused of the act 
itself, are hanged in Chicago for the 
Haymarket bombing.
1861—Confederate Gen. & ex-Bish-
op Leonidas Polk is wounded and 
denuded when “Lady Polk,” a cannon 
named after his wife, explodes.
1778—Brits and Iroquois massacre 
dozens of American settlers and sol-
diers at Cherry Valley, N.Y.
1769—Thirteen days after the death 
of her first husband, Frances Atkinson 
marries her first cousin John Went-
worth, Governor of New Hampshire.
1620—Influential Pilgrims draft the 
Mayflower Compact to assure ade-
quate control over unruly colonists.

2001—Flight 587 falls apart and 
crashes off Queens, N.Y., killing 261.
1970—A half ton of dynamite set off 
by Oregon highway workers sends 
parts of an eight-ton sperm whale 100 
feet in the air. The tail crushes Walter 
Umanhofer’s new Olds, bought from a 
lot advertising “a whale of a deal.”
1941—Abe “Kid Twist” Reles earns 
the posthumous sobriquet “the canary 
who sang but couldn’t fly” when he 
autodefenestrates (or is defenestrated) 
from the sixth floor of a Coney Island 
hotel while under the protection of six 
New York City cops.
1926—The first documented aerial 
bombing conducted in the U.S. leaves 
Shady Rest, bootlegger Charlie Birg-
er’s Benton, Ill. roadhouse, undam-
aged. The dynamite the Shelton Gang 
drops from a Curtis “Jenny” kills only 
Birger’s bulldog and pet bird.
1914—At a White House meeting, 
Monroe Trotter, a Black newspaper 
publisher, criticizes President Wil-
son’s policy of segregating federal 
employees. Wilson tells him to leave.
1816—T. Jefferson writes, “I hope we 
shall…crush in its birth the aristocra-
cy of our monied corporations which 
dare already to challenge our govern-
ment to a trial of strength, and to bid 
defiance to the laws of their country.”
1779—Twenty enslaved Granite 
Staters—Daniel Fowle’s enslaved 
pressman Primus X being notably ab-
sent—petition the legislature for the 
abolition of slavery. They are ignored.

2003—Because he would not remove 
his Ten Commandments monument 
from the courthouse, Alabama Chief 
Justice Roy Moore is himself removed.
1982—The Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial is dedicated in Washington, D.C. 
Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger, and 
Robert McNamara are no-shows.
1974—Karen Silkwood, a disgrun-
tled Kerr-McGee worker, convenient-
ly turns up dead.
1970—Up to half a million die as a 
cyclone hits Bangladesh.
1965—The dysfunctional tinderbox 
Yarmouth Castle burns en route to 
Nassau; 90 passengers burn or drown, 
deserted by captain and crew.
1942—The torpedoed cruiser USS 
Juneau sinks in 20 minutes, 100 of 673 
surviving the explosion. Two other 
cruisers depart, assuming no survi-
vors. Eight days later, ten are rescued. 
Among the dead are the five Sullivan 
brothers, of Waterloo, Iowa.
1933—Hormel workers in Austin, 
Minn. invent the sit-down strike.
1909—In a Cherry, Ill. coal mine, lit 
by torch due to an electrical outage, a 
cartload of hay for mules catches fire. 
The resultant inferno kills 259 miners.
1887—On the original Bloody Sun-
day, British cops, soldiers, and cavalry 
charge the unemployed in Trafalgar 
Square, killing 3 and arresting 300.
1877—A locomotive and three freight 
cars plunge from an open drawbridge 
into the Piscataqua, just missing three 
ships; there are no injuries.

2002—Donald Rumsfeld predicts 
the Iraq War will last “five days or five 
weeks or five months…[no] longer….”
1968—In Quang Tri, Marine PFC 
Frank Baldino, 19, is killed by a tiger.
1965—The First Cav, choppering 
into the Ia Drang Valley, is surprised 
to discover six battalions of NVA.
1943—USS W.D. Porter accidentally 
launches a torpedo—in the direction 
of USS Iowa. FDR, aboard Iowa en 
route to Cairo, is amused.
1942—Seaman Calvin L. Graham 
is wounded at Guadalcanal. He’s 12.
1932—Nison Miller is denied citi-
zenship due to “ignorance.” Dolt 45 
will make his grandson Stephen his 
immigration policy czar.
1927—Workmen in Pittsburgh, using 
an open flame blowlamp to fix a leak in 
the world’s largest gasometer, ignite 5 
million cubic feet of natural gas, clear-
ing one square mile and killing 28.
1925—D.C. Stephenson, ex-Grand 
Dragon of the Indiana KKK, is con-
victed of rape, torture, and murder. 
1917—Before locking up 33 women 
for protesting in front of the White 
House, guards beat them with clubs.
1909—“A great American [whose] 
stature will grow with the passage of 
time,” according to N.H. Sen. Styles 
Bridges: Joe McCarthy is born.
1908—A heart attack fells the Chief 
of the Imperial Military Cabinet, 
Dietrich Graf von Hülsen-Haeseler, 
at 56, while he dances before Kaiser 
Wilhem II in a ballerina’s tutu.

2010—Ex-cop James B. Fowler 
pleads guilty to the 1965 murder of 
civil rights activist Jimmie Lee Jack-
son in Ala. He gets six months.
2008—Somali pirates take the MV 
Sirius Star. With a total value of $250 
million, it’s the largest prize ever. 
1996—British officials return the 
Stone of Scone to the Scots from 
whom they stole it 700 years earlier.
1967—The NVA mortars the Dak To 
ammo dump; 1,100 tons of ordnance 
create the war’s biggest explosion. 
1967—“I have never been more en-
couraged,” says General Westmore-
land. Tet is 77 days away.
1967—The CIA hands LBJ the first 
of four reports on its illegal surveil-
lance of anti-war activists. Because it 
refutes his belief in foreign influence, 
he rejects it and demands another.
1904—Al Swearengen, ex-Deadwood, 
S.D. whoremaster, is found on a Denver 
street with his head bashed in.
1887—F(ranklin) P(ierce) Adams, 
namesake of N.H.’s only president (so 
far) and the godfather of the newspa-
per column, is born in Chicago.
1864—General William Tecumseh 
Sherman burns Atlanta, Georgia, 
thereby inspiring a popular movie.
1717—Six pirates who survived the 
April wreck of Whydah on Cape Cod 
in April are hanged in Boston.
1558—In celebration of Queen Eliza-
beth’s coronation, a wickerwork effigy 
of the Pope is burned. It’s stuffed with 
live cats to simulate shrieking devils.

2000—Bill Clinton goes to Vietnam 
— finally, when it’s safe, as President.
1989—U.S.-backed pro-government 
“freedom fighters” in El Salvador mur-
der six Jesuit priests, their housekeep-
er, and the housekeeper’s daughter.
1969—President Nixon’s Communi-
cations Director Herb Klein says he 
opposes government intervention in 
the news but the networks are asking 
for it if they don’t regulate themselves.
1966—Strasbourg students blow the 
student government’s annual budget 
to publish a pamphlet, “On the Pov-
erty of Student Life.” Hilarity ensues, 
including the Situationist Movement.
1965—Mission accomplished with 
79 KIA & 121 WIA, U.S. units in 
Ia Drang propose withdrawal. Gen. 
Wm. Westmoreland says “stay.”
1890—George Seldes is born. At 19 
he’ll start an 85-year career as a jour-
nalist, media critic, and author.
1856—Siding with Britain and its 
opium smugglers, the USS Portsmouth 
bombards a Chinese fort on the Pearl 
River in Canton, China.
1849—Fyodor Dostoevsky, 28, is 
sentenced to death for spreading “im-
pudent words.”
1776—The American brig-of-war 
Andrew Doria receives the nation’s 
first salute from a foreign power at 
Fort Oranje, St. Eustatius.
1688—Boston hangs Ann Glover—
old, Irish, and Catholic—as a witch.
1384—Jadwiga, a ten year-old girl, is 
crowned King of Poland.

2008—Citigroup announces it will 
sack 52,000 workers.
2006—“We’ll succeed [in Iraq] unless 
we quit,” says George W.[MD] Bush.
2003—An Austrian muscleman be-
comes Governator of California.
1995—President Clinton, multitask-
ing, speaks on the phone with a Con-
gressman while violating his marriage 
vows with an intern.
1995—The Commander of the Pacif-
ic Fleet calls the rape of an Okinawan 
girl “stupid.” The culprit should have 
hired a prostitute instead, he says.
1992—Dateline broadcasts a rigged 
video of a GM truck exploding.
1973—Speaking to newspaper ed-
itors at Disney World, Richard M. 
Nixon says, “I am not a crook.” 
1965—First Cav survivors of the Ia 
Drang are marched into an ambush; 
155 are KIA, and 126 WIA. It’s the 
deadliest day of the war for the U.S.
1953—An Air Force C-119 “Flying 
Boxcar” kills 10 Fort Bragg para-
troopers in mid-air; five more die 
when the C-119 subsequently crashes.
1943—Soviet tank driver/mechanic 
Mariya Vasilyevna Oktyabrskaya is 
promoted to Sergeant for performing 
repairs under withering Nazi fire.
1917—The destroyers Fanning and 
Nicholson sink the U-58 off Ireland, 
the first sub sunk by the U.S. Navy.
1747—Rioting sailors, laborers, and 
free Blacks fed up with naval press 
gangs take British officers hostage and 
shut down the city of Boston.

2020—Feds indict Kansan Shawn L. 
Parcells for wire fraud. He collected 
$1.1 million from 375 clients for per-
forming autopsies, yet was neither a 
physician nor a pathologist.
2005—Rep. Jean Schmidt (R-Ohio) 
apologizes to ’Nam combat vet Rep. 
Jack Murtha (D-Pa.) on the House 
floor for implying he’s a coward.
1999—Texas A&M’s student-built 
Bonfire—a 59-foot stack of vertical 
logs—somehow collapses; 12 die.
1997—Operation Northwoods is 
exposed: the 1962 plan would have 
murdered U.S. citizens on the street to 
build support for an invasion of Cuba.
1988—Congress jacks up penalties 
for smoking crack. Lighter penalties 
for powder cocaine are unchanged.
1978—Jim Jones and 913 followers 
drink cyanide-laced Flavor-Aid in 
Jonestown, Guyana.
1977—“Dynamite Bob” Chambliss 
gets life for his 1963 bombing of Bir-
mingham’s 16th Street Church. 
1929—Marshall Ratliff, sentenced 
to the chair for robbing a bank in a 
Santa Claus suit, kills a man in a failed 
breakout from the Cisco, Texas jail.
1916—The Battle of the Somme pe-
ters out. The Allies have gained 2.5 
square yards each for 1,250,000 Brit-
ish, French, and German casualties. 
Germans later re-take most of it.
1883—U.S. railroad corporations are 
empowered to dictate what the time is.
1755—New England’s worst earth-
quake [Richter 6.2] hits Cape Ann.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

“No man is worth his salt who is 
not ready at all times to risk his 
body, to risk his well-being, to 
risk his life, in a great cause.” 

— Theodore Roosevelt
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