
Let us begin with a brief look 
back, and end with a concise 

look forward. It’s the only way we 
can imagine making the middle—
the present—tolerable.

We are approaching the quar-
ter-century mark for our appearance 
in this format: a fortnightly tabloid, 
broadly distributed for free, and 
available for subscription by First 
Class mail. We hope to continue in 
this form… well, basically forever. It 
works so well for us that a casual ob-
server might think it was arrived at 
by design. Such was not entirely the 
case; we found our path mostly by 
stumbling in the dark.

We acquired the legal rights to 
this newspaper in 1989, thanks 
to inattention in the offices of the 
Portsmouth Herald, then owned by 
the world’s biggest press baron, a 
Canadian, Kenneth Thomson, 2nd 
Baron Thomson of Fleet. The daily 
Herald and the weekly Gazette had 
been published in tandem since the 
turn of the 20th century. Such ar-
rangements have been common in 
newspapering since the 19th cen-
tury.

Early in 1960, the same year as 
the Nixon-Kennedy debates, the 
management of the Herald made 
an inexplicable decision: change the 
name of the Saturday Gazette to the 
Herald Weekend Edition. That would 
have been the end, had they not also 
added a line to the Herald’s mast-
head: “Continuing the New Hamp-
shire Gazette - America’s Oldest 
Newspaper.” Again, an old tradition: 
newspapers have been absorbing 
and continuing other newspapers 
since the beginning.

By 1989, though, the Baron’s local 
minions had grown careless. They 
allowed the registration of the tra-
dename to lapse. A $40 check to the 
Secretary of State, and it was ours—
with a cherry on top. The certificate 
bearing Bill Gardner’s official seal 
was signed on May Day. 

We saw two potential paths 
forward: present some ginned-up 
business plan to some theoretical 
group of investors, or simply blun-
der ahead, bankrolled by pocket lint, 
and get back into print. By framing 
that moment in this way, we dis-
ingenuously imply that a thought 
process was involved and a decision 
was made. That’s not actually true. 
No notion of surrendering an iota of 
independence ever entered our edi-
torial head. Not that anyone would 
have staked a dollar on us anyway.

So, for a decade, we published in 
several short-run formats, from a 
few locations, on an unscheduled, 
episodical basis, mailing the paper 
to subscribers. 

Then, in 1999, here in Ports-
mouth, we managed to get the re-
quired pieces in place. We went 
from short runs on a sheet-fed press 
to runs in the thousands, on news-
print, from a big web press.

We had no idea how the reading 

public might respond. Would they 
public accept the paper? Or laugh us 
out of town? Well, there has been a 
certain amount of laughter—but we 
are still here. We met, not just accep-
tance, but welcome. Long known 
as the City of Open Doors, Ports-
mouth has certainly lived up to its 
reputation in our case.

A small contingent of allies quick-
ly appeared—and pitched in. More 
people joined in. We all learned, to-
gether, that putting out a newspaper 
can be a lot of fun.

It’s paradoxical, we’ll admit. Espe-
cially in a world where the news can 
be like this:

–=≈=–
Bloodbath, Schmudbath

A fake billionaire and would-be 
despot who recently locked up the 
Republican presidential nomination 
said in Dayton, Ohio last weekend, 
“…if I don’t get elected, it’s going 
to be a bloodbath, for the whole—
that’s going to be the least of it. 
It’s going to be a bloodbath for the 
country.”

Cult followers attempted to min-
imize the unprecedented attempt 
to pitch a civil war as a campaign 
promise, citing the chronic blow-
hard’s use of a “pig-in-a-blanket” 
propaganda technique. When your 
rhetorical style consists of rambling 
incoherence, violent code phrases 
wrapped in bullshit are more easily 
dismissed.

Even such allegedly august in-
stitutions as the Annenberg Public 
Policy Center still fall for this trick. 
FactCheck.org’s Robert Farley tackled 
the issue on Monday. Well, maybe 
“tackled” is too strong a word. “Bent 
the knee” is more like it.

Writing about a Washington Post 
story in which the “Biden campaign 
characterized the comment as a 
promise of political violence,” Farley 
turned to Steven Cheung for anoth-
er perspective: 

“‘If you actually watch and lis-
ten to the section, he was talking 
about the auto industry and tariffs,’ 
he wrote in an email, adding that 
‘Biden’s policies will create an eco-
nomic bloodbath for the auto indus-
try and autoworkers.’” 

Farley’s ruling? “That explanation 
seems the most plausible, given the 
context of [the candidate’s] com-
ments.”

TPM’s Josh Marshall summed 
up the “controversy” best: “If a mob 
boss says someone is going to go 
sleep with the fishes I’m not going to 
get into an argument about whether 
that person has a big aquarium in his 
bedroom. Because he’s a mob boss 
and I’m not a chump and murdering 
people is what he does.”

In other news from Dayton, the 
Republican candidate for presi-
dent—who, according to his first 
wife, kept a book of Adolf Hitler’s 
speeches in a cabinet by his bed—
also called immigrants “animals” 
who “are not people.”

Intel Briefings for Fake Billionaire? 
Lawyers for the Republican Par-
ty’s 2024 presidential nominee re-
cently informed a New York judge 
that their client—alleged by many 
former business associates to be a 
notorious deadbeat—cannot find a 
financial institution willing to risk 
half a billion dollars on a guy who’s 
run six companies into bankruptcy.

On Monday, the New York Times 
reported that Paul Manafort “is in 
discussions to return to help with 
the Republican National Conven-
tion… Mr. Manafort’s potential role 
at the party’s convention in Milwau-
kee has not been decided.”

Let’s see… what job experience 
does he have? Money laundering? 
Check. Tax fraud? Check. Bank 
fraud? Check. Witness tampering? 
Check. Conspiracy to defraud? 
Check. “Grave counterintelligence 
threat due to opportunities for Rus-
sian intelligence services to exert 
influence over, and acquire confi-
dential information on, the Trump 
campaign”? Check—according to a 
Republican-controlled Senate com-
mittee.

Still no word on any cancellation 
of the routine intelligence briefings 
normally given to presidential can-
didates.

In local news, Governor Sununu 
and would-be Senator Kelly Ayotte 
are still on record backing the GOP 
nominee.

Where You Can Get the Gazette—Long overdue, but here at last—at 
least, so we hope. The plan is for our website to go live today with a map 
that shows the current locations at which our newspaper may be found. 
Visit nhgazette.com to see if we made the deadline.

Is Failure an Option? Of Course It Is!
This rant began by reminiscing 
about re-aquainting readers in 
Portsmouth and its environs with 
a paper it hadn’t seen since in print 
since Eisenhower was president. 
Our odds were probably better than 
we’d guessed; we are still here, so we 
must have succeeded, but that out-
come was certainly not a given. 

A certain idiotic catchphrase* 
notwithstanding, failure has always 
been an option, and forever will be. 
In the long run it’s a certainty. In five 
billion years the Sun will run out of 
hydrogen and begin burning helium. 
It will then expand until Earth—or 
whatever’s left of it after the Anthro-
pocene—burns to a crisp. 

To be afraid to fail is to be afraid 
to live. Having liberated our minds, 
what shall we risk next?

Let’s risk looking like fools by re-
doubling our efforts to expand our 
system of distribution by volunteers. 

That is the point behind the map 
shown above, which should now be 
live on our website. 

Our aim is to increase our read-
ership, by increasing the number of 
our distribution locations. For that, 

we will need assistance from two 
types of volunteers. 

We will need couriers—people 
who regularly commute, and are 
willing to carry a bundle or two of 
papers.

We will also need local distribu-
tors—people willing to receive those 
bundles, and distribute them to lo-
cations near where they live.

There may be some people who 
are willing to do both these things, 
but the default plan is to divide up 
the tasks, so as to minimize the dis-
ruption from peoples’ daily routines.

If you regularly travel a certain 
route in this general area, and you 
like the paper well enough to con-
sider being part of our team, drop us 
a line at editors@nhgazette.com. Put-
ting “Distribution” in the subject line 
will help.

Organizing this system will take 
some time—if it works at all. There 
will be a lot of moving parts, partic-
ularly coordinating between couriers 
and distributors. But as our long-
time volunteers can tell you, it’s actu-
ally fun. Kind of like painting a fence 
in Hannibal, Mo.

–=≈=–

Time grinds on, and even the Na-
tion’s Oldest Newspaper™ must 
submit to its inexorable demands. 
Accordingly, readers will find a few 
changes in this edition, and in papers 
to come. 

One is particularly worthy of 
note. As his term of Herculean ser-
vice nears its quarter-century mark, 
our friend Mike Dater has elected 
to add Emeritus to his title, Starving 
Artiste. 

This does not mean, we hasten to 
add, that we have seen the last of his 
work. See page three, for example. 

Mostly it means Mike has been 
emancipated from this paper’s rig-
idly-enforced fortnightly schedule, 
and management has relaxed the 
harsh Productivity Quota it former-
ly imposed. 

Leonard Seagren first drew our 
attention to one of Mike’s cartoons, 
affixed inside the front door of Fed-
eral Cigar, just a few months after 
our resumption of regularly sched-
uled publication and broad local 
distribution. The compatibility of 
interests was immediately apparent. 
Since then Mike has contributed at 
least 1,600 cartoons to this paper. 
They have drawn more compliments 
than any other feature.

Our papers are, of course, ephem-
eral by their nature. Fortunately 
Mike has collected his favorites in a 
series of books. An ad on page four, 
featuring the latest volume, aptly 
titled The Godawful Years, also pro-
vides the necessary details explain-
ing where they may be obtained.

Hey—Where’s Mike?The Fortnightly Rant

Looking Back and Looking Forward

* Terminally tired of this fatuous trope, we tracked it backwards in the vain hope we might 
kill it. We expected to find John Wayne in its first instance, cosplaying a Marine in the Pa-
cific, circa 1943. What we found was even better. Google Books’ Ngram Viewer says “failure 
is not an option” appeared first in 1970—just about the time that even “realists” were admit-
ting that success was not an option in Vietnam. It disappeared, statistically speaking, in 1972, 
only to be resurrected in 1979—the time of the Iranian Hostage Crisis. Another blip came 
in 1986, about the time the Sandinistas shot down Eugene Hasenfus’ C-123. It achieved 
liftoff during the Clinton administration, and has been annoying the hell out us ever since.
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by Sonali Kolhatkar

There are many issues on the 
line this election year but one 

that gets little attention is former 
President Donald Trump’s 2017 
tax reform law that cut taxes on 
the wealthiest Americans and cor-
porations. The Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act permanently reduced the tax 
rate for big corporations from an 
already-low 35 percent to a ridicu-
lously minuscule 21 percent. It also 
lowered tax rates for the wealthiest 
people from nearly 40 percent to 37 
percent. Several provisions of that 
law are set to expire in 2025, making 
this November’s Congressional and 
Presidential elections particularly 
critical to issues of economic fairness 
and justice. 

A few months after Trump signed 
the bill, he boasted, “We have the 
biggest tax cut in history, bigger than 
the Reagan tax cut. Bigger than any 
tax cut.” It became a common refrain 
for him when touting his achieve-
ments. But, Trump, who was known 
for breaking all records on lying to 
the public while in office, conflated 
many different facts to come up with 
a positive-sounding falsehood in a 
nation already primed by the likes of 
Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton to 
view taxation as anathema. Trump’s 
tax cuts as a whole were the eighth 
largest in history. But his corporate 
tax cut was in fact the single largest 
reduction ever in that category. 

Wealthy corporations have for 
years lobbied for and won so many 
carve-outs and loopholes to the U.S. 
tax system, and hidden so much 
money in offshore tax havens that 
their pre-2017 effective tax rates 
were already far lower than the of-
ficial rates. Then, Trump lowered 
them even more. Imagine telling 
the American public that you are re-

sponsible specifically for the biggest 
tax cuts to the biggest corporations 
in U.S. history. It wasn’t a good look. 
And so, he lied, saying that he signed 
history’s biggest tax cut overall. 

In the simplest terms, taxes are a 
way to pool collective resources so 
we can have the things 
we all need for safety and 
security. Progressive tax-
ation is when wealthier 
individuals (and corpora-
tions) are taxed at high-
er-than-average rates 
because the richer one is, 
the less excess money one 
needs beyond one’s basic 
necessities. Progressive taxation en-
sures that wealth inequality doesn’t 
spiral out of control and helps ensure 
money that’s being sucked upwards, 
gets redistributed downward. When 
wealthy elites pay fewer taxes, they 
are effectively stealing from the pub-
lic. 

Since the cuts have been in place, 
many studies have attempted to as-
sess their impact on the U.S. econ-
omy. The Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities concluded in a 
March 2024 report that “[t]ogeth-
er with the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts 
enacted under President Bush (most 
of which were made permanent in 
2012), [Trump’s] law has severely 
eroded our country’s revenue base.”

Trump’s law accelerated the 
draining of our collective revenues to 
fund the things we need. Even the 
fiscally conservative Peter G. Peter-
son Foundation concluded that, as a 
result of Trump’s law, “The United 
States collects fewer revenues from 
corporations, relative to the size of 
the economy, than most other ad-
vanced countries.”

Trump’s tax cuts were quite liter-
ally regressive, rewarding the already 
rich. A 2021 ProPublica report 

found that just one last-minute 
provision to the bill demanded by 
Senator Ron Johnson (R-WI) for 
so-called pass-through corporations 
benefited a handful of the wealth-
iest people in the nation: “just 82 
ultrawealthy households collective-
ly walked away with more than $1 
billion in total savings, an analysis 
of confidential tax records shows.” 
It only cost about $20 million in 
bribes to Johnson (i.e., donations 

to the Senator’s reelection 
campaign) to enact this 
windfall. 

It’s no wonder that the 
rich were thrilled with 
Trump’s presidency and 
that his virulent white su-
premacy and fascist lean-
ings were not deal breakers. 

It’s also unsurprising 
that wealthy elites are backing a sec-
ond term for Trump. They want an 
extension of those tax bill provisions 
that are expiring in 2025, and per-
haps an even bigger tax cut, if they 
can get it. If those provisions are left 
to expire, people making more than 
$400,000 a year—the top 2 percent 
of earners—will see an increase in 
taxation in 2025. 

This is a demographic that is al-
ready prone to tax cheating given 
the IRS’s recent announcement 
that 125,000 Americans making 
between $400,000 and $1 million a 
year have simply refused to file taxes 
since 2017. 

If the GOP wins control of the 
Senate and the House of Represen-
tatives this fall, and if Trump beats 
President Joe Biden, those cuts will 
become permanent. A GOP sweep 
in November will also usher in a 
new wave of threats to people of col-
or, LGBTQ people, especially trans-
gender communities, labor rights, 
and reproductive justice, as well as 
an escalation to the already-dire Is-
raeli genocide in Gaza that Biden is 
fueling. It’s hard to believe but many 
Americans seem to have forgotten 
the horrors of 2016 to 2020. 

But, at its heart, this election will 
be about money, for it will take a lot 
of money to fund the GOP’s reelec-
tion campaigns in order for mon-
eyed forces to ensure they retain 
control of more money—democra-

cy, justice, and equity be damned. 
For Trump, this is even more 

important given his legal challen-
ges. He’s relying on small-dollar 
donations from his base to cover 
his mounting legal fees and has had 
to post a $91 million bond to cover 
the fines he faces from a defamation 
lawsuit by E. Jean Carroll. The more 
desperate Trump gets in his bid to 
secure the White House, the more 
willing he and his party will be to 
sell the nation to the highest bidder. 
And, he will lie to the public by con-
flating tax cuts for the rich with tax 
cuts for all. 

We ought to think of tax cuts in 
terms of public revenue theft. When 
the wealthy win lowered taxes, they 
are stealing money from the Amer-
ican public as a whole. As per the 
U.S. Senate Budget Committee, 
permanently extending Trump’s 
tax cuts will result in a loss of $3.5 
trillion in revenues through the year 
2033. That’s highway robbery. 

–=≈=–
Sonali Kolhatkar is an award-win-
ning multimedia journalist. She 
is the founder, host, and executive 
producer of “Rising Up With Son-
ali,” a weekly television and radio 
show that airs on Free Speech TV 
and Pacifica stations. Her most re-
cent book is Rising Up: The Power 
of Narrative in Pursuing Racial 
Justice (City Lights Books, 2023). 
She is a writing fellow at the In-
dependent Media Institute and the 
racial justice and civil liberties ed-
itor at Yes! Magazine. This article 
was produced by Economy for All, 
a project of the Independent Media 
Institute.

Corporations That Pay Their
Executives More Than Uncle Sam

by Sarah Anderson, William Rice, 
and  Zachary Tashman

Corporate tax dodging and CEO 
pay have both gotten so far out of 
control that a significant number 
of major U.S. companies are pay-
ing their top executives more than 
they’re paying Uncle Sam. 

Tesla is perhaps the most dramat-
ic example. Over the period 2018-
2022, the electric car maker raked 
in $4.4 billion in profits but paid no 
federal income taxes. Meanwhile, 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk became one 
of the world’s richest men. 

When it comes to fleecing tax-
payers while overpaying executives, 
Tesla is hardly alone. A new report 
we co-authored for the Institute for 
Policy Studies and Americans for 
Tax Fairness analyzes executive pay 
data for some of the country’s most 
notorious corporate tax dodgers. 

What did we find? In addition 
to Tesla, 34 other large and profit-
able U.S. firms—including house-
hold names like Ford, Netflix, and 
T-Mobile—paid less in federal in-
come taxes between 2018 and 2022 
than they paid their top five execu-
tives.

Another 29 profitable corpora-
tions paid their top executives more 
than they paid Uncle Sam in at least 
two of the five years of the study pe-
riod. 

One company on our list stands 
out for the infamous role its execu-
tives played in the 2008 financial cri-
sis: American International Group. 
Back then, the insurance giant ignit-
ed a firestorm by pocketing a $180 

Construction continues apace in the North End, because nothing says 
“Home” like diesels in the moonlight, steel wheels screeching on the rails, 
and the piquant scent of burned hydrocarbons wafting on the breeze. 

The 2024 Election is About the Rich Stealing From the Public
A fight over extending provisions of Trump’s 
tax cuts is at stake in November’s election.
Ultimately, the race is about money.
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Distribution Help 
Wanted in Exeter
Our volunteer distributor in 
Exeter will soon be facing 

higher than normal demands 
on his time. It’s just a seasonal 

thing. He’ll be back.

We are looking for someone 
who could fill in for a while, 
beginning on March 8th. 

Could you spare us an hour, 
once a fortnight?

If so, please drop us a line at 
editors@nhgazette.com
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The Alleged News®
to page seven

billion taxpayer bailout and then 
announcing plans to hand out $165 
million in bonuses to the very same 
executives responsible for pushing 
the company—and the nation—to 
the brink of collapse.

Today, AIG is playing the same 
greedy game of overpaying its top 
brass and sticking taxpayers with 
the bill. Between 2018 and 2022, the 
company paid its top five executives 
more than it paid in federal income 
taxes, despite collecting $17.7 billion 
in U.S. profits. In 2022, CEO Peter 
Zaffino alone made $75 million.

Lavish executive compensation 
packages and skimpy corporate tax 
payments are not unrelated phe-
nomena. Executives have a huge 
personal incentive to hire armies 
of lobbyists to push for corporate 
tax cuts because the windfalls from 
these cuts often wind up in their 
own pockets. 

The 2017 Republican tax law 
slashed the corporate tax rate from 
35 percent to 21 percent and failed 
to close loopholes that whittle down 
IRS bills even further. Many large, 
profitable corporations ended up 
paying no federal taxes at all.

Corporations took the savings 
from those tax cuts and spent a re-
cord-breaking $1 trillion on stock 
buybacks, a financial maneuver that 
artificially inflates the value of exec-
utives’ stock-based pay. 

Wealthy executives became even 
wealthier while the nation lost bil-
lions of dollars in corporate revenue 
that could have been used to lower 
costs and improve services for or-
dinary people. Until this self-rein-
forcing cycle is broken, we’ll have a 
corporate tax and compensation sys-
tem that works for top executives—
and no one else.

What can we do to break this cy-
cle? 

Congress can tackle the entwined 
problems of inadequate corporate 
tax payments and excess executive 
pay on several fronts. Raising the 
corporate tax rate to 28 percent (just 
halfway back to Obama-era levels) 
would generate $1.3 trillion in new 
revenue over the next decade.

Congress must also close loop-
holes and eliminate wasteful tax 
breaks, for instance by removing the 
incentives for American firms to 
shift profits and production offshore.

Policymakers also have a wealth of 
tools to curb excessive executive pay, 
from tax and contracting reforms to 
stronger regulations to rein in stock 
buybacks and banker bonuses. 

We know we need change when 
corporations are rewarding a hand-
ful of top executives more than they 
are contributing to the cost of public 
services needed for our economy to 
thrive. 

–=≈=–
Sarah Anderson directs the Glob-
al Economy Project and co-edits 
Inequality.org at the Institute for 
Policy Studies. William Rice is a se-
nior writer and Zachary Tashman 
is a Senior Research and Policy As-
sociate at Americans for Tax Fair-
ness. This op-ed was distributed by 
OtherWords.org. This content is 
licensed under a Creative Com-
mons 3.0 License

–=≈=–
RiverRun Bookstore Recommends:
Prequel, by Rachel Maddow.
Everyone says we are living in 

unprecedented times, but Maddow 
shows that’s not true with a close 
look at the rise of fascism in Amer-
ica in the late 1930s. Many people, 
including dozens of congressmen, 
thought that what Germany was 
doing was just fine, and none of our 
business. It was only when some ex-
traordinary citizens stepped up in 
defense of our freedom that things 
changed. — Tom Holbrook

–=≈=–
“Working-Class People Aren’t Lazy, 

They’re Fed Up”
—UAW Leader Shawn Fain To Senate

by Jessica Corbett
United Auto Workers president 

Shawn Fain last week made clear 
to a key U.S. Senate panel that 
working-class people nationwide 
are deeply frustrated with the “epi-
demic of lives dominated by work” 
and the fight for livable wages while 
executive compensation continues 
to climb.

“Are the employers gonna act? 
Will Congress act? How can work-
ing-class people take back their lives, 
and take back their time?” Fain asked 
during a Senate Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Com-
mittee hearing on a 32-hour work-
week. “And I know what people and 
many in this room will say. They’ll 
say, ‘People just don’t want to work,’ 
or, ‘Working-class people are lazy.’

“But the truth is, working-class 
people aren’t lazy, they’re fed up. 
They’re fed up with being left behind 
and stripped of dignity as wealth 
inequality in this nation, this world, 
spirals out of control,” he continued. 
“They’re fed up that in America... 
three families have as much wealth as 
the bottom 50 percent of citizens in 
this nation. That is criminal. America 
is better than this.

“So, I want to close with this: I 
agree there is an epidemic in this 
country of people who don’t want to 
work; people who can’t be bothered 
to get up every day and contribute 
to our society, but instead want to 
freeload off the labor of others,” Fain 

added. “But those aren’t blue-collar 
people; those aren’t the working-class 
people. It’s a group of people who are 
never talked about for how little they 
actually work and produce, and how 
little they contribute to humanity. 
The people I’m talking about are the 
Wall Street freeloaders, the masters 
of passive income.”

The UAW leader stressed that 
“those who profit off the labor of 
others have all the time in the world, 
while those who make this country 
run, the people who build the prod-
ucts and contribute to labor, have 
less and less time for themselves, for 
their families, and for their lives. So 
our union’s gonna continue to fight 
for the rights of working-class peo-
ple to take back their lives, and take 
back their time, and we ask you to 
stand up with the American workers 
and support us in that mission.”

After nearly seven minutes of 
opening remarks that led some 
to urge Fain to consider someday 
running for a political office in the 
United States, the UAW president 
took questions from Senate HELP 

Committee Chair Bernie Sanders 
(I-Vt.) and other members of the 
panel, touching on topics including 
what it is like to work in a factory, 
corporate greed, and work-life bal-
ance.

When Sanders announced the 
hearing on a shorter workweek, he 
noted that U.S. workers “are over 
400 percent more productive than 
they were in the 1940s,” but work 
longer hours for lower wages. He 
argued that “the financial gains from 
the major advancements in artificial 
intelligence, automation, and new 
technology must benefit the work-
ing class, not just corporate CEOs 
and wealthy stockholders on Wall 
Street.”

While the senator has been a 
friend to the UAW, backing its 
strike last year and previously invit-
ing Fain to testify to the panel, the 
union chief in recent months has 
repeatedly taken aim at billionaires 
and anti-worker politicians, includ-

“I never considered a difference of opinion
in politics, in religion, in philosophy,

as cause for withdrawing from a friend.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Thomas Jefferson
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“When we get more houses than we can live in, more cars than we can 
ride in, more food than we can eat ourselves, the only way of getting 

richer is by cutting off those who don’t have enough.”
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He’s Got a Bad Feeling About This…
To the Editor:

It’s beginning to seem almost inev-
itable, doesn’t it? Super Tuesday has 
come and gone, and the sociopath-
ic criminal is on his way back to the 
White House. A bought and paid for 
Supreme Court and millions of—I 
don’t even know how to refer to them 
anymore—have voted to make this 
happen. And here’s another reality 
to chew on; we’re just going through 
the motions for the next eight months 
because whether he wins the popular 
vote by a whisker or goes down by 15 
million, he will be waddling back into 
the Oval, fat, stupid and miserable, 
with his tiny little thumb on the nu-
clear button.

2020 was amateur hour. This year 
is the real deal. Whether through vi-
olence or shenanigans his Congres-
sional brat packs and state legislatures 
have cooked up to ensure the next Jan-
uary 6th goes their way, put your mon-
ey on his standing on the Capitol steps 
lying through his teeth again, January 
20, 2025. I do solemnly swear, indeed. 
91 felony counts, 4—or is it 5 trials?—
and multiple convictions won’t make 
the slightest bit of difference. 

The arc of the moral universe has 
somehow been bent into a pretzel, 
turned in on itself, no longer bending 
towards justice but somewhere else, 
somewhere dark. The violent attempt 
to overthrow our government is now 
merely an afterthought, the atten-
tion-deficit disordered media predict-
ably and infuriatingly returning to its 
old ways. Everything’s normal again, 
not to worry, politics is entertainment, 
haha!, and the horse race is back on. 

I’ve never hoped I was more wrong 
about anything like I am about this, 
but I can’t shake the feeling. Is it me 
or is it just the darkest hour before the 
dawn?

John C. Ficor
Richmond, Va.
John:
First, a bit of context for our readers: 

this letter arrived well before the socio-
pathic criminal to whom John refers 
threatened a bloodbath if he is not restored 
to the presidency.

In other words, “Nice country you got 

here. Be a shame if anything happened to 
it.” We begin to wonder: is he daring the 
Justice Department to arrest him? 

The core of his strategy is firing up his 
base. What better way to do that than to 
get arrested for incitement?

Nearly eight more months of this… .
The Editor

–=≈=–
Serve the People, Not the Parties

To the Editor:
It is time to vote and elect individu-

als who will serve the nation’s and the 
peoples’ needs, not what the political 
parties want.

The U.S. Senate finally had a com-
prehensive immigration bill the vast 
majority of the nation would approve, 
but former President Trump opposed 
it. It would help Biden. Movement on 
the legislation came to a halt.

Trump also opposes helping 
Ukraine. As a result only 22 of 49 
GOP Senators voted for the foreign 
aid bill, which is in limbo in the House.

Ukraine, sadly, is left twisting in the 
wind thanks to Trump’s affection for 
Putin.

E.A. Murphy
Melbourne, Fla.
E.A.,
It really is that simple: to get his butt 

back in the White House, and thereby stay 
out of the Big House, it’s in Dolt .45’s best 
interest for the nation and the world to 
descend further into chaos. He’s shown 
himself to be a depraved, self-serving 
monster—and if that’s libel, let him make 
the most of it. 

He’s probably incapable of being even 
a marginally acceptable human being. 
What excuse do his supporters have, 
though?

The Editor
–=≈=–

Them That’s Got Shall Get …
To the Editor;

Those of you who cherish your sin-
gle-family zoned neighborhoods need 
to start paying attention!

Today, the House Municipal Com-
mittee voted to “ITL” [Inexpedient to 
Legislate] CACR 16, a bill that would 
have preserved local control, which 
is when townspeople vote at annual 
town meetings to determine how they 
want their towns organized.

The need for a bill like this was pre-
cipitated by the fact that the state is 
pushing “new urbanism” on even the 
most rural areas.

It is a blatant attack on the middle 
class and the family.

Our governor has created unelect-
ed boards and commissions (basical-
ly these are taxpayer-funded lobbies) 
who have proceeded to override town 
boards, and the speaker has allowed 
“stacked” committees to hear bills that 
were written by the members of those 
very same committees. This is corrup-
tion!

If you bought a home in a sin-
gle-family zoned neighborhood and 
don’t want the area suddenly turned 
into multi-unit apartments and watch 
your property values plummet as a 
result, you’d better sit up and pay at-
tention.

HB 1291, HB 1399, and SB 538 are 
among the most damaging bills cur-
rently coming out of committee and 
due for floor vote. There are more.... 
Get off your butts and write to your 
State Reps and tell them to just say no 
to this overreach by the state.

We won’t even get into the connec-
tion between the push for low income 
housing and illegals being allowed in 
the country to drive, vote, and collect 
benefits.

What’s next, the takeover of your 
spare rooms by squatters?

Jane Aitken
Bedford, N.H.
Jane:
You’ve been sending dispatches from 

leafy Bedford for years, but this is the first 
mention of “illegals” we can recall. It was 
the missing piece of an ugly picture puz-
zle. All that’s lacking now is a reference to 
the Bible. May we recommend Leviticus 
25:44? That’s where the Lord lays down 
holy law, allowing the enslavement of 
foreigners and their children. Under those 
conditions, would “others” finally be wel-
come in your neighborhood?

The Editor

Can We Keep Our Republic?
Dear Editor: 

We have all heard the response 
Benjamin Franklin gave when asked 
what kind of a government they had 
given us; “A Republic if you can keep 
it.” Whether we will be able to keep 
our Republic today is in serious jeop-
ardy. The threat facing the survival 
of the Republic comes directly from 
Donald Trump with the aid of his loy-
al supporters. 

Republicans had three opportuni-
ties to end the destructive autocratic 
political career of Donald Trump, in 
2016, 2021 and 2024. In 2016 Repub-
licans had the chance to defeat Trump 
and deny him their Party’s nomina-
tion. They failed, and he went on to 
win the election without winning the 
popular vote thanks to the Electoral 
College system. Then in 2021, after 
having lost the 2020 election and be-
ing impeached by the House for his 
role in inciting and supporting the 
insurrection of January 6, 2021, most 
Senate Republicans voted against con-
viction, and thus opened the door for 
Trump to run for public office again. 
After the recent primaries, Republi-
cans have given Trump enough dele-
gates to secure the 2024 nomination. 
When it came to keeping our Repub-
lic, the Republicans struck out three 
times. 

As a result of the Republicans aban-
doning democracy, the Constitution, 
and the rule of law, Donald Trump 
is on the brink of regaining the Pres-
idency. Republicans have chosen to 
support a man twice impeached, four 
times indicted on 91 felony counts, a 
confirmed sexual abuser, declared a 
financial fraud, pathological liar and 
would-be dictator on day one of his 
second term. The entire former Re-
publican Party, with few exceptions, 
have declared their loyalty to Don-

ald Trump over their loyalty to the 
Republic that we now face losing. In 
effect they have joined the domestic 
enemy to the Constitution by aban-
doning the oath that those elected 
Republicans swore to protect and de-
fend it against all enemies foreign and 
domestic. 

After failing three times before, 
in November it will be left to those 
Americans still loyal to the Constitu-
tion who will have one last chance to 
rid the nation of the existential dan-
ger and threat represented by Donald 
Trump and his followers. If we fail to 
stop him this time we may never get 
the opportunity again to save the na-
tion from dictatorship and disaster. By 
the time the nation realizes what has 
happened, the damage will have been 
done, and it will take decades to undo 
the damage if it can ever be undone. 
The despots and haters of democracy 
in China, Russia, North Korea, Hun-
gary, and elsewhere will celebrate the 
fall of the great experiment in democ-
racy. 

Ben Franklin knew that the Repub-
lic would one day face challenges to its 
survival from unscrupulous people. 
Unfortunately, after almost 250 years 
his admonishment may have fallen on 
too many deaf ears and blind eyes to 
keep the Republic. 

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
Ah, Ben Franklin—one of our favorite 

Founders. A printer, a wit, a revolution-
ary, and a slaveholder-turned abolition-
ist. Also, although no record exists of any 
interaction between them, we believe Ben 
Franklin must have met with Daniel 
Fowle in 1763, when Franklin made a 
long tour through the colonies as Deputy 
Postmaster General.

Franklin was a brilliant man who did 

te
st
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much for mankind. Sadly, the upcoming 
Netflix docudrama about him appears 
likely to do to his legend what Dolt #45 
wants to do to the Republic.

The Editor
–=≈=–

#45 Worse Than Jack Teixeira
Dear Editor:

In early March, Jack Teixeira, the 
former Massachusetts Air National 
Guardsman who posted classified in-
telligence reports online, switched his 
pleas to guilty in exchange for a sen-
tence of 16 years in prison, avoiding 
espionage charges and a possible 60-
year term. Teixeira will be 38 when he’s 
released as opposed to 82. Prosecutors 
found no evidence of espionage, he 
was just trying to impress his friends.

When I joined the Navy 64 years 
ago my first assignment was a com-
munications school in California. On 
day one the instructor announced; 
“Gentlemen, everything you will see in 
this school, everything you hear, every-
thing you touch, is classified, don’t talk 
about it outside this space.” I thought, 
this ain’t rocket science, I can do this. 
Jack Teixeira apparently didn’t get the 
same message, and times do change.

I was in the workforce over 30 years 
following retirement from the Navy, 
many years in and around schools in 
five states. Near the end of my career I 
had occasion to substitute teach. I was 
greeted one day, by an 8th grader, with 
“Morning Dude,” and he followed 
that up with, “I do pretty much what 
I want in this class, if you have any 
trouble with that you can speak to my 
mother, she works in the office.” Say 
what??? I cannot imagine any teach-
er I had in school having to accept 
that kind of disrespect... but times do 
change.

The last 60 years have exposed a 
notable decrease in acceptable stan-

dards, a consequential loosening of 
moral and ethical principles and after 
three generations of depreciating par-
enting skills underscored by a lack of 
discipline and accountability, we find 
ourselves witnessing the collapse of 
American society leading to the ir-
refutable fact that simply telling the 
truth is as immaterial as violating an 
oath of office.

It seems to me that bad behavior 
has become the accepted norm in our 
homes, in our schools, the workforce 
and throughout our society in general. 
Consequently the actions of the Jack 
Teixeira’s of our world surprise me not 
at all. He was sent out into the human 
community unprepared for obliga-
tions, responsibilities or to be held 
accountable.

Unlike the former president, who 
is best described as a sociopathic nar-
cissistic incompetent self-worship-
ping liar, who was fully cognizant and 
mindful that the crimes he was com-
mitting could lead to two impeach-
ments and a 37-count indictment for 
stealing and storing some of the Unit-
ed States’ most closely held secrets—
including information about nuclear 
programs, defense vulnerabilities and 
attack plans—in his home at Mar-a-
Lago, in a ballroom, a bathroom and 
shower, his bedroom, an office, a stor-
age room; and then obstructed federal 
officials seeking their return.

Jack Teixeira has not been a free 
man since the day he was caught for 
what, in comparison, was a far lesser 
offense than that committed by #45, 
crimes which had global repercus-
sions affecting our national defense 
and our allies, gravely serious acts for 
which the former president may never 
be held accountable. Meanwhile, he 
enjoys his freedom and the luxury of 
portraying the prosecutor in the case 
( Jack Smith) as “deranged,” a “thug,” 

and of course, a “Trump hater.”
That will appeal to the new Re-

publican Party, the MAGA cult that 
Trump owns lock, stock, and barrel. 
However, I lean toward more equi-
table disciplinary action befitting the 
enormity of Trump’s crimes against 
the United States. As Saint Augustine 
would say, “Justice for the Unjust.” The 
lower level of the Pompeii dungeon 
seems appropriate. I’ve been there and 
it’s not a pleasant place.

David Snell
Franklin, N.C.
David:
Kids these days… . Clearly Teixera 

hasn’t got sense enough to pour… liquid 
out of a boot with the instructions on the 
heel. Well, he’ll learn now—if he lives.

We would not mind seeing Dolt #45 
in the hoosegow you’re recommending. 
Our preference, though, would be Leav-
enworth. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Pity the Poor Ewing
To the Editor:

In his State of the Union address 
President Biden seemed very angry 
that I don’t feel better off now than 
during Trump’s Presidency. 

Am I better off when $20 buys three 
gallons of gas fewer [sic] than under 
Trump?

Or when my normal groceries are 
now too expensive? And my taxes are 
up? 

My fixed income doesn’t buy what it 
bought before. 

How do middle-income and poorer 
Americans support their families?

[Two hundred words of misleading 
blather dispensed with due to a sudden 
spasm of editorial responsibility. — The 
Ed.]

Most Americans don’t feel better off 
under Biden because they aren’t better 
off!!

Don Ewing
Meredith, N.H.
Don:

Waaah, waaah, waah. Really… do 
you expect us to accept this as an argu-
ment? You can do better. Try harder.

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Supreme Court Owes Many Apologies
To the Editor,

How long before the Supreme 
Court apologizes to American vot-
ers for putting its thumb on the scale 
of the Bush v Gore election? There is 
a straight line from that disastrous 
election outcome to the lie-based in-
vasions directed by Bush/Cheney that 
have killed or wounded thousands of 
American servicepersons, contractors, 
and an estimated 2-4 million Iraqi, 
Pakistani and Afghani citizens. Four 
times as many post-9/11 U.S. ser-
vicepersons have died by suicide than 
by combat.

When will the Supreme Court 
apologize to American citizens for 
unleashing torrents of unattributed 
political cash considered as “Speech” 
in the 2010 Citizens United decision 
to support political policies favored by 
the rich and well-connected, but op-
posed by huge margins of American 
voters?

When will the Court apologize for 
emasculating the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 in its shortsighted 2013 de-
cision Shelby County v Holder? Many 
southern and other states have now 
resurrected voter restriction activities 
and policies!

How long before the Court apolo-
gizes to women for repealing five de-
cades of settled law; some jurists lying 
during their confirmation hearings 
[about their respect for stare decisis], 
and relegating to state legislatures the 
regulation of reproductive health de-
cisions for women—something that 
demands nationwide recognition of 
women’s rights?

When will Justice Roberts or the 
Congress rein in Supreme Court 
members (Thomas, Alito, & Gor-
such) from their clear ethics viola-
tions for accepting large gratuities… 
their unseemly courting of wealthy 
business leaders who ply some Court 
members with treasures to direct their 
decision-making on important cases?

Why does Justice Thomas not re-

cuse himself on cases where his wife 
has been involved in efforts supporting 
the insurrection of January 6, 2021?

Ultra-Conservative members of 
the Supreme Court have let the pol-
itics surrounding Donald Trump de-
termine if they will even hear Trump 
cases before the Presidential Election, 
potentially depriving voters of critical 
information on whether they could be 
voting for a convicted felon. Conser-
vative jurist decision-making, regard-
ing totally unnecessary and irrelevant 
writings in the Colorado case about 
keeping Trump off the ballot, could 
have applicability to the upcoming 
case of Trump’s claim for total immu-
nity from the law.

America deserves much better !
Herb Moyer
Exeter, N.H.
Herb:
We’re going to stick out our collective 

necks here, emulate our profit-making 
colleagues, and blame both sides for the 
catastrophic consequences of the rulings 
made over the past several decades by the 
un-elected Justices of the Supreme Court.

The decisions you cite, and numerous 
others, have been exactly as you describe: 
disastrous. They can be directly attributed 
to the justices appointed by Republicans, 
selected from a menu of extremists put 
forward by the Federalist Society. This 
pattern has been obvious for decades.

What has been the Democratic response 
to this steady and unrelenting judicial as-
sault? No strategy that we’ve been able to 
discern. Just feckless hand-wringing and 
relentless fund-raising. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Sununu Has Violated His Oath of Office
Dear Editor,

Governor Sununu took the follow-
ing Oath each time he was sworn into 
office; “I, Chris Sununu, do solemnly 
swear, that I will bear faith and true al-
legiance to the United States of Amer-
ica and the State of New Hampshire, 
and will support the constitutions 
thereof, so help me God.”

It was reported at InDepthNH that 
Governor Sununu, who has endorsed 
Donald Trump, has stated that “I am 
going to campaign hard for the Re-
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Mash Notes, Hate Mail, &c.
from page five

by Jean Stimmell

Traditionally, New Hampshire 
folks have been known to be 

self-reliant—maybe to the extent of 
appearing standoffish—because of 
our “live and let live” philosophy. Yet, 
while flinty and frugal, we believe 
in community: coming together to 
raise barns, build schools, and prac-
tice home rule through direct de-
mocracy in our town meetings. That 
is, until three Republican governors 
came along to disrupt our Yankee 
ecosystem, just as invasive species 
are decimating our forests.

First came Mel Thompson, a law 
book publisher who became our 
73rd governor, aided and abetted by 
William Loeb, the fiery, right-wing 
editor of the Manchester Union 
Leader. Both of these carpetbaggers 
were cosmic bad luck, warping our 
destiny to this day. They were the 
ones who brainwashed us with the 
motto, “No Broad-Based Taxes,” 
which is still reverberating in our 
heads like a stuck record, continu-

ing to wreak havoc on our poorer 
schools.

It was Meldrim, you may remem-
ber, who lobbied to arm the N.H. 
National Guard with nuclear weap-
ons, coincidentally or not, at the 
same time the Clamshell Alliance 
was holding mass protests against 
the Seabrook Nuclear Power Plant. 
It was also Mel who led the push 
to construct a huge oil refinery in 
Durham—it would have been the 
biggest in the world at that time—
defiling, in the process, the Great 
Bay Estuary, that precious jewel on 
our already miniscule 19 miles of 
ocean coastline.

Then we have Governor John 
Sununu, Chris’s Daddy. As chief of 
staff to President George H. Bush, 
he thwarted the U.S. from joining 
the international conference to ad-
dress climate change. In addition, he 
single-handedly pushed through the 
completion of Seabrook, that colos-
sal white elephant first championed 
by Mel. 

The reactor ended up costing 

seven times the original estimate, 
causing the utility owner, Public 
Service, to go bankrupt. Of course, 
we, the N.H. taxpayers, had to bail 
them out. We are still on the hook 
to shell out the fortune it will cost 
to decommission Seabrook, which is 
supposed to happen soon, hopefully 
before it blows a radioactive gasket.

Now, let’s move on to John 
Sununu’s son, Chris, who has served 
as our popular governor for four 
terms now. His affable-appearing 
personality hides a dark agenda.

Governor Sununu has ties to 
Koch Industries, the Free State 
Movement, and the Libertarian 
Party. The Koch brothers (Charles is 
now deceased) own Koch Industries, 
the largest privately owned company 
in the country. The Kochs were in-
strumental in creating the Libertar-
ian Party in 1989, using it to increase 
their business profits by maximizing 
individual liberty, no matter the so-
cial or environmental cost. They and 
their colleagues have spent hundreds 
of millions to weaken democracy 

nationwide.1 
At the state level, Sununu has 

installed Frank Edelblut, libertari-
an-leaning with a divinity degree, as 
our commissioner of education. To-
gether, they are laying the ground-
work to eliminate public education 
by promoting private charter schools 
and giving folks vouchers to defray 
the cost of private schools, which 
will be paid for by—you guessed 
it—our hard-earned tax dollars. 

Governor Sununu also has ties 
to Jason Sorens, founder of the Free 
State Movement, who has recently 
moved to N.H. to become a profes-
sor at St Anselm’s College—conve-
niently appointed to the post after 
the Kochs donated $1 million to the 
college in 2018.2 

Another strand of this dark web is 
Koch’s Young Americans for Liber-
ty (YAL), an anti-public education 
PAC based in Texas that has made 
significant inroads into our state, 
listing nearly 100 N.H. GOP state 
house representatives as members of 
its coalition.3

These extremist groups are plan-
ning a coup that would spell disaster 
for N.H. As Leonard Witt explains 
at InDepthNH, “Almost half of the 
GOP members of our state legis-
lature have become YAL-inspired 
ideologues, not guardians of our 
children’s future and certainly not 
champions of fiscal responsibility.” 
Public schools are just the begin-
ning, a wedge issue followed by 
plans to end Social Security, Medi-
care, and Medicaid.”4

If we do not confront these dark 
forces now, our traditional way of life 
will be dismantled in the same way 
invasive species like the emerald ash 
borer and Asian longhorned beetle 
are demolishing our forests today.

1. https://mailchi.mp/grani-
testatematters/march2024?e=-
00177fab1c

2. Ibid.
3. https://indepthnh.

org/2024/02/19/op-ed-dark-money-
texas-pac-has-foothold-on-half-the-
gops-nh-state-reps/

4. Ibid.

Invasive Forces Plundering New Hampshire

publican ticket, for the Republican 
Party as a whole, without a doubt 
especially here in New Hampshire 
which is where the need is the larg-
est.”

By supporting Donald Trump, 
Governor Sununu is violating his 
oath. He is supporting a man who 
stated that, referring to the 2020 
election, “A massive Fraud of this 
type of magnitude allows for the 
termination of all rules, regulations, 
and articles, even those found in the 
Constitution.” 

He is supporting a candidate for 
President who stated that he would 
be a dictator on day one of his pres-
idency. 

He is supporting a candidate for 
President who incited an insurrec-
tion in an attempt to overturn a legal 
fair election for which he is facing 

numerous criminal charges. 
He is supporting a candidate 

for President who has stolen very 
sensitive classified documents and 
obstructed the recovery of those 
documents for which he is facing a 
number of criminal charges. 

He is supporting a candidate for 
President who has encouraged the 
murdering dictator Putin to attack 
our NATO allies and “do whatever 
the hell he wants.” 

Sununu is supporting a candidate 
for President who by his own actions 
and words represents a clear and 
present threat to our Constitution 
and national security. By doing so, 
Governor Sununu has violated his 
sacred oath and has placed the inter-
ests of his Party, himself, and Donald 
Trump above the Constitutions of 
the United States and the State of 
New Hampshire which he swore to 
bear faith and true allegiance to. If 
there are no consequences for violat-

ing your oath to the nation and the 
state, why do we even bother to con-
tinue such meaningless charades? 

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
In our judgment, there has always 

been a significant gap between what 
Chris Sununu says he does, and what 
he really does. Perhaps we’re prejudiced, 
though. We’ve always been leery of those 
who seek the limelight, especially if 
they’re prone to a rapid delivery of an 
abundance of verbiage.

Thank you for paring his posturing 
down to what seems an undeniable 
truth.

The Editor
–=≈=–

There Is No Comparison
To the Editor:

Americans are not happy with 
either 2024 presidential candidate. 
They have been feeling so anxious, 
distressed and helpless about the 
choices they have in the upcoming 
election that Steven Stosny, a cou-
ples therapist, has coined the phrase 
“election stress disorder” to describe 
their condition.

Age has been exploited as a po-
litical tool. Both candidates be-
ing elderly, chronological age is a 
non-issue. Biological age, motives, 
experience, integrity, principles, pol-
icy, cognitive health and emotional 
stability are more important consid-
erations. There are stark differences!

Donald Trump expresses his ad-
miration for authoritarian figures 
such as Putin and Kim Jong Un, 
and sees himself in a similar role. 
He demonstrates his ignorance of 
NATO as a collective security sys-
tem to preserve democracy, describes 
our booming economy and declin-
ing inflation as disastrous, our cities 
as crime ridden as the crime rate 
continues downward. 

Trump frequently lapses into gib-
berish. At a recent NRA gathering 
in Pennsylvania, he said, “We have 
to win in November or we’re not 
going to have Pennsylvania. They’ll 
change the name. They’re going to 
change the name of Pennsylvania.”

In his State of the Union address 
Joe Biden demonstrated vitality, 
stamina and agile executive func-
tioning. He clearly articulated the 

needs of the country and his policies 
for meeting them. He displayed a 
knowledge of world events and an 
understanding of America’s vital role 
in them. He believes in the rule of 
law and democracy. These compe-
tencies, plus his experience and wis-
dom, qualify him for the demanding 
job of being president. 

We do have a choice, an excellent 
one. I feel better!

Cynthia Muse
Rye, N.H.
Cynthia:
We blame the advertising racket—in 

which, of course, we are a tiny cog. Hey, 
nobody’s prefect, right? 

Since the early days of Ivy Lee and 
Edward Bernays, those who could 
afford their services have worked to 
accustom the public to the notion that 
it’s their right to have a vast array of 
choices, e.g., the cereal aisle at the super-
market.

We hate to break the bad news to the 
would-be artisanal election crowd, but 
this coming election is an on-off switch. 
Like Biden or not, a vote for the other 
guy is a nihilistic self-indulgence.

The Editor
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The Alleged News®
from page three

Why Are We Letting 
Financial Hucksters 
Dictate Our Local 
News?

What’s Wrong With This Picture?
by W.D. Ehrhart

Let me get this straight. The 
United States military, using 

our tax dollars of course, has be-
gun air-dropping humanitarian aid 
packages into Gaza while the Israeli 
Defense Forces continue to pummel 
Gaza with bombs and artillery shells 
paid for with U.S. money—our tax 
dollars again—provided to the Is-
raeli government. So the U.S. is con-
cerned about civilian suffering in 
Gaza, but has so far vetoed United 
Nations ceasefire resolutions three 
times?

Does this seem strange to any-
one other than me? No, not strange. 
Cockamamie. Schizophrenic. Stark 
raving nutso. It’s like one of those 
kindergarten picture puzzles where 
there’s a fish in a tree and bird in a 
pond, and the five-year-old is sup-
posed to circle what’s out of place, 
and maybe earn a gold star for find-
ing all the mistakes.

Look, I know that what Hamas 
did on October 7th was barbar-
ic, inhuman, unjustifiable, beyond 
the pale. Exact numbers vary, but 
Hamas killed somewhere around 
1150 people, and took about 240 
hostages, many of whom are still 
being held. One cannot and should 
not minimize the suffering of the 
many wounded and dead, or that of 
the hostages, and all of their families 
and loved ones.

But—sorry, folks, but there is a 
but—since October 7th, the Net-
anyahu government and the IDF 
have killed 30,000 Palestinians, 
injured another 70,000 with thou-
sands more missing and presumed 
dead, and displaced nearly 2,000,000 
(some 85 percent of the population 
of Gaza).

Talk about what’s wrong with this 
picture. These figures don’t represent 
self-defense. This is retribution. This 

is revenge, plain and simple. This 
is the inflicting of destruction and 
human misery on a colossal scale, 
far out of proportion to the unfor-
givable actions that have triggered 
it. There can be no more justification 
for this degree of violence against a 
largely innocent civilian population 
than there was for what Hamas per-
petrated against innocent civilians 
on October 7th.

Moreover, if Netanyahu and the 
Israeli government think they will 
put an end to Hamas once and for 
all, they are completely out of their 
senses. Unless they can manage 
to kill every last Palestinian in the 
world, which is not possible, there 
will surely and inevitably be men 
and women and children who will 
crawl out from under the rubble 
of their bombed-out homes and 
cities, bury and mourn their dead, 
and swear vengeance on the people 
and the government that did this to 
them and those they loved.

This is absolutely guaranteed. It 
doesn’t take a rocket scientist or a 
historian to understand that this 
is the perfectly predictable human 
reaction to injustice. It is worth re-
membering that Hamas did not 
even exist before the first Palestinian 
Intifada. Before Hamas, there was 
the Palestinian Liberation Orga-
nization. And if Hamas somehow 
doesn’t survive the current Israeli on-
slaught, there will simply be another 
organization with another name.

A few weeks ago, I participated 
with several hundred other people in 
a silent march calling for a ceasefire 
in Gaza sponsored by the American 
Friends of Combatants for Peace, 
an organization of former Israeli 
and Palestinian fighters whose basic 
premise is that neither Israelis nor 
Palestinians are going to relinquish 
their claims to this land, and there-
fore the only solution to avoid per-

petual war is to learn to live together.
I had learned of the march while 

attending a presentation by repre-
sentatives of Combatants for Peace 
that took place at Congregation Ro-
deph Shalom in Philadelphia, and 
clearly quite a few of the marchers 
were themselves Jewish, and very 
much supporters of Israel. Yet they 
are horrified by what the Israeli gov-
ernment is doing in Gaza, and are 
calling for an end to the violence. A 
ceasefire.

Which brings me back to where I 
began: the completely contradictory 
response to all this by the U.S. gov-
ernment. “Let’s give the Palestinians 
humanitarian aid while continuing 
to underwrite their destruction.” 
It’s kind of like the proverbial “kiss 
and slap,” but with consequences far 
beyond that of a puzzled suitor. In-
deed, the consequences of the U.S. 
response are global.

While world response to the 
Hamas barbarity was almost uni-
formly in sympathy with Israel, the 
ongoing slaughter by the IDF has 
turned that initial response on its 
head. No one except the fanatical 
fringe supports Hamas, but most 
of the nations of the world have lost 
sympathy for Israel after months of 
merciless destruction.

Meanwhile, whatever the Biden 
Administration thinks it is accom-
plishing by sending humanitarian 
aid to Gaza while sending bombs 
and shells to Israel, such a schizo-
phrenic policy is only alienating a 
large portion of the U.S. electorate, 
which is not a smart thing to do 
with another presidential election in 
the offing and Donald Trump and 
his MAGAsters astoundingly viable 
in spite of all he has foisted on the 
American people over the past de-
cade and more.

I personally don’t know of any-
one who is likely to vote for Dolt 

.45 (aka: the Trumpster) because of 
Biden’s inability to bring himself to 
tell Netanyahu, “Enough. Stop this 
now,” which he could do if he had 
the backbone for it.

But I do know people who have 
decided they cannot vote for Biden 
at least in part because of his irrec-
oncilable approach to Israel and 
Gaza. They will simply not vote 
at all. Consider, for instance, what 
happened in the Michigan primary, 
a state with a significant number of 
Muslim voters. Thousands of Dem-
ocrats marked their ballots “uncom-
mitted” in a crucial swing state that 
Biden barely won in 2020. And now 
the same thing has happened in 
Minnesota.

So if you think what is happening 
to Palestinians in Gaza doesn’t have 
an impact on you, you can stuff that 
opinion into the same trash bin with 
Netanyahu’s notion that he can put 
an end to Hamas.

But what can you do? Well, it 
may sound a bit corny, but you can 
write letters, send e-mails, and make 
phone calls to your elected represen-
tatives in the House, the Senate, and 
even the White House. Let them 
know you support an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza. If you are writing 
to a Democrat, let that person know 
your support for Biden is wavering 
because of this issue. Believe it or 
not, politicians do take note of such 
communications, and even if they 
respond with stupid boilerplate let-
ters that say nothing worth reading, 
they do keep track of opinion trends.

Help Uncle Joe circle the correct 
misplaced objects in his kindergar-
ten picture puzzle. Help him earn a 
gold star.

–=≈=–
W. D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War memoir 
trilogy published by McFarland.

by Jim Hightower

Too many American newspapers 
have shut down or shriveled to 

irrelevance, but, luckily, we still have 
such bastions of local journalism as 
the Chicago Chronicle and New York 
News Daily.

But wait… those aren’t real news-
papers, aren’t local, and aren’t even 
American. They are Russian fake-
news outlets, created in recent weeks 
by Putin’s propagandists to interfere 
in our presidential election. They are 
web publications with names and 
designs that mimic real U.S. news 
sites, but have no reporters or local 
newsrooms. Rather, they exist sole-
ly to fabricate “news reports” that 
appear legitimate, getting picked 
up and re-reported as fact in un-
der-staffed, chain-owned newspa-
pers, then promoted on right-wing 
social media sites. 

This is what happens to people 
and democracy when local journal-
ism is stripped away or hollowed 
out—no one is on regular watch, 
allowing charlatans, profiteers, and 
propagandists to dupe unsuspecting 
residents. Not only have hundreds of 
papers been eliminated, but half of 
the remaining dailies are now owned 
by Wall Street predators like Soft-
Bank, the Japanese hedge fund that 
controls the huge USA Today/Gan-
nett chain. Their interest is not in 
your town or quality journalism, but 
in slashing news coverage to jack up 
their profits. Such absentee owners 
have eliminated nearly 60 percent of 
America’s reporters and other news-
room staff in just 20 years.

Let’s be clear: Real journalism 
is labor-driven. No reporters on 
the ground, no local news. Hel-
lo—“news” is the lifeblood of de-
mocracy, so why hold it hostage to a 
handful of corporate profit-seekers? 
Are we such unimaginative clods 
that we can’t figure out how to fi-
nance honest, non-plutocratic news 
for our democracy?

For ideas on how to revive local 
news in your town, contact rebuildlo-
calnews.org—and give news democ-
racy a boost.

–=≈=–
© 2023 by Jim Hightower & As-
sociates. Contact Laura Ehrlich 
(Laura@jimhightower.com) for 
more info.

ing former Republican President 
Donald Trump, who is set to face 
UAW-endorsed President Joe Biden 
in November.

“Donald Trump is a scab,” Fain 
declared in January when the UAW 
officially backed Biden—who, 
during the union’s walkouts, became 
the first sitting president to join 
striking workers on the picket line. 
“Donald Trump is a billionaire, and 

that’s who he represents... Donald 
Trump stands against everything 
we stand for as a union, as a society.”

Since the UAW’s “Stand Up 
Strike” led to new contracts with 
the “Big Three” automakers—Ford, 
General Motors, and Stellantis—
that contain pay raises and other im-
provements for workers, the union 
has launched the largest organizing 
drive in U.S. history.

The new auto contracts are set 
to expire in April 2028, which was 
strategically chosen to coincide 

with International Workers’ Day, to 
enable unions to “begin to flex our 
collective muscles,” Fain explained. 
“Even though May Day has its 
roots here in the United States, it is 
widely celebrated by workers all over 
the world. It’s more than just a day of 
commemoration, it’s a call to action.”
Jessica Corbett is a senior editor and 
staff writer for Common Dreams. 
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 
3.0). Feel free to republish and 
share widely.

’Twas Ever Thus
“If the historian of the year 2024 
should consult the files of the dai-
ly press of 1924 he will not be to 
blame if he concludes that at this 
time our nation was governed by 
a venal cabinet; that all our politi-
cians were grafters; that the heads of 
all our oil corporations were crooks, 
and that the leading industry of the 
United States was bootlegging.” 

– Casper [Wyo.] Daily Tribune, 
March 25, 1924, tweeted by Paul 
Fairie, @paulisci, 10/21/23.
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2004—A-list broadcast journalists 
crack up at a black-tie dinner as Pres-
ident George W.[MD] Bush jokes 
about “his” failed search for WMDs. 
Less amused: families of the 691 GI’s 
killed to date in his pre-emptive war.
1989—Exxon issues a message about 
its stance on the environment—
through the hull of the Exxon Valdez.
1985—Shot by a Soviet sentry while 
peeping at an East German tank shed, 
U.S. Army Maj. Arthur D. Nicholson 
becomes what the Pentagon calls “the 
last casualty of the Cold War.”
1972—A gang of burglars breaks 
through the roof of the United Cali-
fornia Bank’s vault in Laguna Niguel, 
Calif., to rip off Richard Nixon’s $30 
million slush fund.
1972—At Washington, D.C.’s May-
flower Hotel, E. Howard Hunt and G. 
Gordon Liddy try to score an “LSD-
type drug” from an ex-CIA doctor. 
They even fail at that.
1971—The Washington Post reports 
that stolen FBI documents show 
mailmen, a Swarthmore switchboard 
operator, and a local police chief have 
been spying on Philadelphia activists.
1971—Operation Lam Son 719, the 
ARVN invasion of Laos, ends. Casu-
alty count: enormous; winners: none.
1966—The Supreme Court rules that 
poll taxes—a key element of Jim Crow 
oppression—are unconstitutional.
1944—At Stalag Luft III, 76 POWs 
exit via “Tunnel Harry;” three get 
away, 50 are shot. Not so great, really.

2003—Four Air Force generals are 
sacked over a massive rape scandal.
1997—Florida’s “Old Sparky” sets 
Pedro Medina on fire as it kills him.
1976—Execs at the Ford plant in Ar-
gentina begin doing the new military 
junta’s bidding. Work incentives in-
clude torture, kidnapping, & murder.
1971—Three dairy co-ops get $600 
million in milk price supports for a 
$427,000 “contribution” towards Dick 
“Original Dick” Nixon’s re-election.
1966—“Of all the forms of inequality,” 
says MLK Jr., “injustice in health care is 
the most shocking and inhumane.”
1966—Fifteen WW II and Korean 
War veterans burn discharge papers 
in NYC to protest the Vietnam War.
1965—In Montgomery, Ala., 25,000 
civil rights marchers arrive at the state 
capitol, thanks to the National Guard.
1960—The head of Oliver Cromwell, 
struck off in an “execution” two years 
after his death and piked for decades, 
is buried at his Cambridge alma mater.
1955—U.S. Customs seizes Allen 
Ginsburg’s “Howl” as “obscene.”
1947—A Centralia, Ill. coal mine, 
long the subject of ignored complaints 
and warnings, explodes, killing 111.
1931—In Alabama, the Scottsboro 
Boys are arrested on bogus charges.
1931—RIP, Ida B. Wells: fierce foe of 
lynching, born of enslaved ancestors.
1911—The Triangle Shirtwaist Fire 
kills 146 sweatshop workers in New 
York City. The factory’s fire doors had 
been locked shut to enhance profits.

2021—Under a painting of a planta-
tion, flanked by white men, Gov. Bri-
an Kemp signs a law restricting voting. 
Rep. Park Cannon, who’s Black, is 
arrested and dragged out of his office.
2006—Justice Antonin Scalia is pho-
tographed making an obscene gesture 
on the steps of a Boston church.
1983—Bob “Bob Dole” Dole calls 
Ford, Carter, and Nixon “Hear no 
evil, see no evil, and evil.”
1982—Ground is broken in D.C. for 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
1972—Gen. John D. Lavelle loses 
two stars and command of the 7th Air 
Force for obeying Nixon’s secret orders 
and bombing North Vietnam.
1968—A dozen “Wise Men” finally 
tell LBJ it’s time to get out of Vietnam.
1964—Malcolm X and MLK shake 
hands in Washington, D.C.: their first 
meeting, and their only meeting. 
1920—After the rope breaks, James 
Johnson tells his executioners in Pop-
lar Bluff, Mo., “Hurry up, boys, and 
get me out of my misery.” They do.
1892—Walt Whitman, the great 
American poet, utters his last words, 
“Hold me up, I want to s__t.”
1812—The gerrymander is born, in a 
Boston Gazette cartoon.
1669—In New Castle, Jane Walford, 
the Editor’s great x 8 grandmother, 
recovers damages for an unproven al-
legation of witchcraft.
1623—As a preventive measure, Myl-
es Standish and his squad kill six local 
natives, but relations do not improve.

2014—Receipts in hand, the UN ac-
cuses the U.S. of civil rights violations.
2003—Iraq “can really finance its own 
reconstruction and relatively soon,” 
U.S. Undersecretary for Defense Paul 
Wolfowitz tells Congress. “There’s a 
lot of money to pay for this that doesn’t 
have to be U.S. taxpayer money.”
1986—Congress slashes welfare 
while approving $100 million for a 
drug gang called “The Contras.”
1980—The Norwegian oil platform 
Alexander L. Kielland collapses in the 
North Sea: of 212 aboard, 123 perish.
1964—History’s 2nd largest earth-
quake hits Anchorage; 115 die.
1956—Alleged Christian Billy Gra-
ham advises Ike to ignore civil rights.
1943—So that forged IDs may avoid 
Nazi detection, openly gay Dutch 
artist Willem Arondeus and others 
bomb the Amsterdam Public Records 
Office. The plot is a success.
1942—RADM John W. Wilcox, Jr., 
commanding a task force bound for 
Scapa Flow, is washed off his flagship 
and lost one day out of Casco Bay.
1814—A severed-nose count shows 
that General Andy Jackson’s troops, 
with a 3-1 advantage, massacred 85 
percent of their Creek opponents at 
Horseshoe Bend on the Tallapoosa. 
1800—Federalist Senators find Au-
rora editor W. Duane in contempt for 
publishing the truth about them.
1513—Searching for the Fountain 
of Youth, Ponce de Leon sights Flor-
ida—now the land of geriatrics.

2007—Phyllis Schlafly explains to 
Bates students that a married wom-
an “has consented to sex, and I don’t 
think you can call it rape.”
2003—Two U.S.A.F. A-10 “Wart-
hogs” mistakenly strafe British tanks 
in Iraq. One soldier is KIA.
2003—“The enemy we’re fighting [in 
Iraq],” General William S. Wallace 
admits, “is different from the one we’d 
war-gamed against.” 
1979—After a stuck valve dumps too 
much coolant, an emergency cooling 
system kicks in, but it’s overridden by 
operators who fail to see a hidden in-
dicator light. The nuclear reactor core 
at Three Mile Island in Pennsylvania 
partially melts, releasing 43K curies.
1967—The RAF drops bombs on 
Torrey Canyon to mitigate an oil spill 
in the English Channel; most miss.
1920—Thirty-eight tornadoes in 
eight states kill 380 on Palm Sunday.
1904—Western Miners Federation 
president Charlie Moyer is arrested in 
Colorado for flag desecration. He’s so 
ticked off he helps found the IWW.
1884—A mob in Cincinnati tries to 
lynch a white murderer. Thwarted, 
the mob grows to 10,000. Gun battles 
rage. Order is restored by the State 
Militia: 56 dead and 300 wounded.
1757—“The day will be hard,” says 
Robert-François Damiens as he’s 
hauled from his cell. For trying to kill 
Louis XV, his arms and legs are pulled 
off by horses. His still-living torso is 
then burned at the stake.

2003—Newsweek publishes a poll 
saying 74 percent of Americans be-
lieve that the Bush administration has 
“a well thought-out military plan.”
1995—Rep. Dan Burton [R-Ind.] 
says the U.S. “should place an aircraft 
carrier off the coast of [land-locked] 
Bolivia and crop dust the coca fields.” 
1973—Army Master Sergeant Max 
Beilke becomes the last U.S. combat 
soldier to leave Vietnam. He will die 
at the Pentagon, a civilian, on 9/11/01.
1972—In anticipation of a $100,000 
“contribution” to the Nixon re-elec-
tion campaign, the EPA eases up on 
enforcement at a lead smelter in Idaho.
1971—Lt. William Calley gets “life 
in prison” for 22 My Lai murders, i.e., 
three years home confinement.
1960—For reasons which are unfath-
omable, France launches a nuclear sub.
1956—Mississippi creates a State 
Sovereignty Commission. Its $250K/
yr. budget buys PR, then surreptitious 
surveillance of civil rights groups.
1929—Abdulaziz ibn Abdul Rahman 
Al Saud’s army defeats Ikhwan rebels 
at Sabilla, removing any lingering 
doubts about the efficacy of machine 
guns against camel-mounted cavalry.
1849—In Richmond, Va., friends nail 
Henry Brown, an enslaved Black man, 
into a box. Shipped as freight to Phila-
delphia, he’s free 27 hours later.
1843—Sec. of War J.C. Spencer lung-
es at Sec. of the Navy Abel Upshur., 
who breaks a chair on Spencer’s head. 
President Tyler breaks up the fight.

2023—An ex-U.S. President is in-
dicted for paying hush money to a 
porn star without declaring it as a 
campaign expense, which it clearly is.
2016—School bus mechanics in Vir-
ginia discover plastic explosives inad-
vertently left behind by the CIA.
2003—Secretary of Defense Don-
ald Rumsfeld announces “we know 
where” Iraq’s WMDs are: “the area 
around Tikrit and Baghdad and east, 
west, south, and north somewhat.”
2003—During a live Fox “News” 
broadcast from Iraq, Geraldo Rivera 
reveals the 101st Airborne’s current 
location, where they’re going to attack 
next, and when.
2000—Fred Trump III, whose son is 
chronically ill and needs special care, 
learns his family’s health care is being 
terminated by his uncle Donald.
1981—John Hinckley Jr. empties a 
six-shooter at Pres. Ronald Reagan. 
A richochet off the armored limo hits 
Ronnie. Al Haig announces he’s “in 
control here.” In Denver, John’s old-
er brother cancels dinner with V.P. 
George H.[H.]W. Bush’s son Neil. 
1972—Hanoi’s Easter Offensive 
sends 200,000 PAVN soldiers across 
the DMZ: the mightiest attack since 
China crossed the Yalu.
1964—Senators (18 Democrats and 
one Republican) begin a 74-day fili-
buster of the Civil Rights Act.
1870—The 15th Amendment passes, 
giving the right to vote to all, regard-
less of race. All males, that is.

2016—Darcie Rae Hall, 36, of Troy, 
N.H., is arrested in Keene for selling 
“Donald Trump” brand heroin.
2004—Four American contractors 
are ambushed and killed in Fallujah, 
their bodies displayed from a bridge.
1980—The American banking indus-
try is deregulated with bipartisan sup-
port. What could possibly go wrong?
1969—By his orders, the body of Pres. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower is carried by 
baggage car, like any other G.I., to its 
final resting place in Abilene, Kan.
1968—LBJ says he won’t run for 
re-election. Millions rejoice, having 
no inkling of who will replace him.
1966—In New York City, 200,000 
gather to protest the Vietnam War.
1960—A B-47 explodes over Little 
Rock, Ark. Three on board die, and 
two on the ground; two homes and an 
apartment building burn.
1959—John Birch Society head 
Robert Welch, author of a book call-
ing Pres. Eisenhower “a dedicated, 
conscious agent of the Communist 
conspiracy,” denies he ever called Ike a 
“Card-Carrying Communist.”
1950—The U.S. Gov’t. burns copies 
of the Scientific American because they 
carry an article about the A-bomb.
1929—PR pioneer Edward Bernays, 
working for the American Tobacco 
Co., pays women to publicly smoke 
Luckies in New York’s Easter Parade.
1904—British soldiers with Maxim 
guns shoot 700 musket-bearing Ti-
betans in the back at Chumik Shenko.

2013—In Portsmouth Harbor, the 
tanker Harbour Feature allides with 
the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge.
2004—Britain declassifies “Blue Pea-
cock,” a 1957 plan to bury nukes in Ger-
many with live chickens keeping the 
electronics warm. [No, this isn’t a joke.]
2003—Bush administration propa-
gandists claim Special Forces have 
“rescued” PFC Jessica Lynch. It’s a lie.
1997—A blizzard dumps 18 inches of 
snow on Portsmouth.
1994—Steve Bannon, accompanied 
by federal marshals, arrives via limo 
to manage Biosphere 2, an ecological 
experiment in the Arizona desert. A 
break-in, lawsuits, and failure ensue.
1974—Sitka, Alaska residents fear 
dormant Mount Edgecumbe is erupt-
ing. Nope. It’s just “Porky” Bickar 
burning tires up there in the crater.
1971—Texas legislators honor Albert 
de Salvo for “unconventional tech-
niques involving population control.”
1966—RIP Brian O’Nolan, aka Flann 
O’Brien, aka Myles na gCopaleen.
1957—The BBC reports that Swiss 
farmers are struggling to cope with “an 
exceptionally heavy spaghetti crop.”
1920—Five New York legislators are 
expelled for being socialists.
1865—Gov. John Milton [D-Fla.], a 
descendant of the poet, shoots himself 
in the head because, “Death would be 
preferable to reunion.”
1671—A blizzard leaves six-foot 
drifts of snow in Portsmouth.
1649—The Diggers begin digging.

2014—In McCutcheon v. FEC, the 
Supreme Court rules that rich folks 
deserve to have more influence in elec-
tions than the unwashed proletariat.
1982—U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 
Jeanne Kirkpatrick dines at the Ar-
gentine embassy hours after Argenti-
na invades the Falklands. 
1974—Governor Ronald Reagan’s 
former speechwriter Robert Opel 
streaks the 46th Oscars ceremony.
1969—President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower is buried in an $80 G.I. coffin.
1963—Martin Luther King, Jr. leads 
a voter registration drive in Birming-
ham. Police Chief “Bull” Connor re-
sponds with dogs and fire hoses.
1958—San Francisco columnist Herb 
Caen introduces his readers and the 
world to the term “beatnik.”
1942—Three soldiers, two black and 
one white, are shot to death, and five 
are wounded, near Ft. Dix, N.J., in a 
fight over use of a payphone.
1917—In the corridor outside his 
Senate office, Henry Cabot Lodge 
(R-Mass.), 66, starts a brawl with 
Alexander Bannwart, a 36-year old 
pacifist and Lodge’s constituent. 
1902—“The Electric Theatre,” the 1st 
full-time movie house, opens in L.A.
1865—In Richmond, Confederate 
troops burn the city to the ground as 
President Jefferson Davis flees.
1863—In Richmond, women rioting 
in the streets for bread are dispersed 
at bayonet point by troops under the 
direction of President Jefferson Davis.

2014—Sen. Jerry Moran [R-Kan.], 
whose top contributor is Koch In-
dustries, reads into the Congressional 
Record a Wall Street Journal op-ed in 
which Charles Koch defends his right 
to spend millions buying elections.
2004—Asked to name his biggest 
mistake, George W.[MD] Bush is 
unable to supply an answer.
2003—U.S. Marines cross the Tigris 
River on their way to Baghdad.
1996—Ted “Unabomber” Kaczynski 
is arrested in his Montana cabin.
1974—Hit by 148 tornadoes, 13 states 
lose 315 people; 5,484 are injured.
1973—The first mobile phone call is 
made, on a 2.4 lb. device, by a Motoro-
la employee to a rival at AT&T.
1968—“I may not get there with you,” 
says Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. to 
Memphis sanitation workers and eter-
nity, “But I want you to know tonight, 
that we, as a people, will get to the 
promised land!”
1967—Ron Jones’ 10th graders in 
Palo Alto are introduced to new rules 
imposing strict classroom discipline.
1966—In South Vietnam, 3,000 
troops protest against the Ky gov’t.
1964—In a Cleveland speech, Mal-
colm X says, “1964 threatens to be the 
most explosive year America has ever 
witnessed.” He’s right, of course.
1954—In Wisconsin, a strike begins 
at the Kohler bathroom fixture facto-
ry. Six years later the workers win.
1936—Bruno Hauptmann gets the 
chair in the Lindbergh baby case.

1989—In her Porsche, reaching for 
her cellphone while speeding to the 
bank she owns, Wal-Mart heiress Al-
ice Walton hits and kills Oleta Har-
din, a 50 year-old Arkansas cannery 
worker. Walton is not charged.
1984—Congress nixes Contra fund-
ing. President Reagan sells arms to the 
Ayatollah to make up the difference.
1975—Operation Babylift begins 
with a C-5A flight out of Tan Son 
Nhut. It crashes into a nearby rice 
paddy killing 154, including 78 kids.
1970—On the National Mall, 50,000 
followers of a radio televangelist hold 
a “March for Victory,” protesting the 
Vietnamization of the Vietnam War. 
1968—Martin Luther King, Jr. is 
murdered in Memphis, perhaps by 
James Earl Ray; if so, with help from 
others who are still unknown.
1967—In Palo Alto, Robert Jones’ 
students adopt a cross-chest salute and 
form a movement, “The Third Wave.”
1967—Martin Luther King, Jr. de-
nounces the Vietnam War and calls 
for common cause between civil rights 
and antiwar movements. He is then 
denounced by 168 major newspapers.
1953—Busy CIA head Allen Dull-
es OKs plans to (a) knock over Iran’s 
elected government, and (b) study 
controlling people’s minds with drugs. 
1949—NATO forms to counter the 
U.S.S.R. The U.S.S.R. disbanded in 
1991, but NATO is still here.
1877—A home in Somerville, Mass. 
gets the world’s first home telephone.

2014—Jack Kimball, ex-Chairman 
of N.H.’s GOP, calls upon Arizona’s 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio to put President 
Obama “in an orange suit…and drag 
his butt out of that White House.”
2010—W.Va.’s non-union Upper Big 
Branch coal mine explodes, killing 29 
miners. After a year in prison, its own-
er, Don Blankenship, will run for the 
U.S. Senate as a Republican.
2006—Texans in Waco boo Bill Nye 
the science guy for saying the Bible’s 
wrong to say the Moon emits light.
1995—Sen. Bob Smith [R-N.H.] 
presciently asks, “How do you stop 
an elephant if it goes berserk on the 
grounds of the Capitol?” Alas, his 
motion to ban pachyderms is defeated.
1967—In Palo Alto, as Robert Jones’ 
students embrace the Third Wave 
movement, others clamor to join.
1962—LBJ crony Billy Sol Estes is 
indicted for selling fake mortgages on 
fake fertilizer tanks.
1956—A hired thug throws acid and 
blinds Victor Riesel, New York news-
paper columnist and crusader against 
labor racketeers.
1955—The Farmers Home Admin-
istration announces it will issue mort-
gages on home bomb shelters.
1952—H. Hughes briefly shuts down 
MGM—all 11 movies in production 
are scripted by suspected commies.
1943—The U.S. destroyer O’Bannon 
defeats the Japanese sub Ro-34 in 
close battle, partly by pelting its deck 
gunners with spuds.

2016—For each of the 29 miners 
killed in his death trap, coal mine 
owner Don Blankenship is sentenced 
to serve 12.5 days in jail.
2009—A year before it blows up, BP’s 
Deepwater Horizon gets relief from 
oppressive federal over-regulation.
1992—Donald E. Harding gasps, 
moans, and makes obscene hand ges-
tures for five minutes before dying in 
Arizona’s gas chamber.
1977—“If the president does it,” 
Richard Nixon tells David Frost, “that 
means it’s not illegal.”
1968—Oakland police shoot it out 
with the Black Panthers. Bobby Hut-
ton, 18 and unarmed, is killed.
1967—Knocked overboard three 
miles off North Vietnam, U.S. sailor 
Doug Hegdahl is saved by fishermen. 
Two years later he’s set free, with 
memorized details of 256 POWs.
1967—In Palo Alto, Robert Jones 
announces a Third Wave Presidential 
candidate will speak the next day.
1954—“The time has come,” says 
JFK, “for the American people to be 
told the truth about Vietnam.”
1917—Woodrow Wilson, the peace 
candidate, declares war on Germany.
1909—Matthew Henson, Black share-
cropper’s son, is the first non-Inuit to set 
foot on the North Pole. Admiral Peary 
stays in the sled but later takes credit.
1712—Twenty-three enslaved Afri-
cans revolt in New York, killing nine 
whites and injuring six others; 21 are 
eventually convicted and hanged.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

“Salt is what 
makes things taste bad 
when it isn’t in them.” 

- unknown

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

ORGANIZE!
Declutter and 

organize the rest.
A helping hand to

work with you to create
the space you can imagine.

One room, home offices, studios.

Live happily with the results!
Call or text 603 405-8042
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