
The Fortnightly Rant

Justice at a Glacial Pace

“The wheels of justice turn 
slowly, but grind ex-
ceedingly fine.” 

— Anon
No newspaper could arrive at our 
advanced age without having a deep 
respect for tradition. By extension, 
then, the ancient bit of wisdom 
quoted above should help us calmly 
accept the pace of a certain trial in 
Manhattan. Alas, it does not.

The case itself seems solid enough. 
But will the jury have time to find 
the defendant guilty? Or will his ap-
parent mental deterioration result in 
a compassionate release, on grounds 
of advanced senility? The first day of 
the trial saw the accused—who calls 
the incumbent President “Sleepy 
Joe”—nodding off at the defendants 
table. Some Twitter wag quickly 
dubbed him “Don Snorleone.” 

That little gag set us to wonder-
ing: could that mid-trial nap have 
just been a ruse, borrowed from a 
former business associate? As the 
Village Voice’s Wayne Barrett revealed 
in 1992, Don Snorleone built his 
signature Trump Tower using ready-
mix concrete from a company partly 
controlled by Vincent “The Chin” 
Gigante, boss of the Genovese crime 
family. Gigante avoided prison for 
decades by shuffling around in a 
bathrobe while “Fat Tony” Salerno 
acted as front man.

But enough about speed. Let us 
consider the rest of that quote. Is 
“exceedingly fine” really necessary or 
appropriate? Given the defendant’s 
usual deportment, we would argue 
that “extra coarse” would suffice.

Trump’s Schnecksville Address
“The battle of Gettysburg. What 
an unbelievable… I mean it was so 
much, and so interesting, and so vi-
cious and horrible and so beautiful 
in so many different ways. It rep-
resented such a big portion of the 
success of this country. Gettysburg. 
Wow. I go to Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania, to look, and to watch. And, 
uh, the statement of Robert E. Lee, 
who’s no longer in favor, did you ever 
notice that? No longer in favor.”

– Donald J. Trump, April 13th, 
Schnecksville, Pa.

Naming Names
The news broke on April 
1st, so we suspected the 
headline was a gag: 
“Rep. Guy Reschen-
thaler Moves to Re-
name Dulles Airport 
After Donald Trump.” 

But no, it was 
straight news—if that 
term can be applied to 
Breitbart.com. Pennsyl-
vania’s Rep. Reschenthaler is being 
serious, or as serious as any Repub-
lican can be these days. He and a 
handful of others have actually filed 
such a bill.

Loathe to let a perfectly good 
farce go to waste, a group of Dem-
ocratic legislators promptly filed a 
bill to name the Federal prison in 
Miami after our 45th President. 

Though clearly intended as a satir-
ical rebuke, the proposed legislation 
also reveals the party’s characteristic 
inner marshmallow: should the ex-
pres actually wind up in his epon-
ymous hoosegow, his adoring wife 
will only have to take a 90-mile bus 
ride to visit her sweetheart.

Unfortunately, Dolt #45 is unlike-
ly to get the chance to reminiscing in 
the rec room with his former Direc-
tor of the Office of Trade and Man-
ufacturing Policy. Peter Navarro, 
who is currently incarcerated at that 
facility, will have served his sentence 
before his ex-boss’s first trial ends.
Plumbing New Depths of Self-Abasement
Part of a Governor’s job is to draw 
national spotlight to his state. That is 
exactly what Chris Sununu did last 
weekend, by appearing on ABC’s 
“This Week with George Stepha-
nopoulos.” New Hampshire would 
have been better served if he had 
stayed home.

Stephanopoulos: “Just to sum up. 
You support Trump for president 
even if he’s convicted in the classified 
documents case. You support him 
for president even though you be-
lieve he contributed to an insurrec-
tion. You support him for president 
even though you believe he’s lying 
about the last election. You support 
him for president even if he’s con-
victed in the Manhattan case. I just 
want to say, the answer to that is yes, 
correct?”

Sununu: “Yeah. Me and 51 per-
cent of America.”

A couple of things about this 
exchange should be noted for the 
record. First, Stephanopoulos went 
easy on Sununu by leaving out, “even 
though he’s a sex offender.” 

Second, Trump has never been 
supported by “51 percent of Amer-
ica.” He lost the popular vote to 
Hillary Clinton—a woman, let’s re-
call—in 2016, with just 46.1 percent 
to her 48.2. His highest approval 
rating in office was 49 percent, and 
his average was just 41—a record, 
four points lower than anyone else 
since Gallop began tracking. He left 
office with 29 percent approval.

Sununu’s Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Cult of Trump drew 
immediate and well-de-

served condemnation. 
The online pile-on was 
so brutal we feel com-
pelled to record one 
more detail, which 
mitigates in his favor: 
After Stephanopou-
los put the question, 
Sununu noticeably 

hesitated before abasing himself.
Bananas Republicans

Sununu wasn’t the only New 
Hampshire figure doing pratfalls on 
the national stage this fortnight, just 
the only one getting attention. But 
it’s hardly the fault of Trump 2024 
National Press Secretary Karoline 
Leavitt that her boss and her gover-
nor both hog the spotlight.

“Banana Republic tactics,” Leavitt 

tweeted, after Judge Juan Merchan 
told Trump that failure to show up 
would result in his arrest—just like 
any other criminal defendant.

L’Etat, C’est Merchan?
The first U.S. President ever to have 
been let out on bail recently request-
ed that court proceedings not be 
held on May 17th. That’s the day his 
son Barron will celebrate his grad-
uation from Oxbridge Academy, a 
private school in Palm Springs, Fla. 
Oxbridge was founded in 2011 by 
Bill Koch, the oleaginous oligarch.

Merchan replied, according to AP, 
that “he was not prepared to rule on 
[the] request, but that if the trial 
proceeds as planned he’s willing to 
adjourn….”

For Trump and his cult of Mag-
amaniacs, this was the most hei-
nous act of official repression since 
August 24, 1669, when King Lou-
is XIV jailed the Man in the Iron 
Mask.

Press Secretary Leavitt tweeted 
“WITCH HUNT,” inexplicably 
refraining from adding a few excla-
mation points. She made up for that 
lack with a screen shot from Breit-
bart.com, which ran the headline, 
“Judge May Force Trump To Skip 
Son Barron’s High School Gradu-
ation.”

Among Magamaniacs, this al-
leged act of cruelty will no doubt 
live in infamy. Among the reali-
ty-based, it triggered a host of free-
lance fact-checkers. If Trump does 
make it to Barron’s graduation, the 
boy may want to prepare for some 
sibling envy. The old man is said to 
have missed Junior’s big day in 1996, 
Ivanka’s in 2000, Eric’s in 2002, and 
Tiffany’s in 2012.

No Wonder They Hid His File…
Our readers are probably as tired of 
reading about the former guy as we 
are of writing about him. That is not 
a problem. This is New Hampshire, 
where startling events spring up as 
predictably as rocks in the cow pas-
ture. 

One such story appeared at In-
DepthNH.org, two weeks ago to-
day. A dogged reporter turned over 
a Stone, and what he found was 
shocking: a cop who “threatened to 

kill fellow police officers in a shoot-
ing spree, and murder his chief after 
raping the chief ’s wife and children.”

Reporter Damien Fisher had 
struggled for several years to get ac-
cess to records of an internal investi-
gation into former Claremont police 
officer Jonathan Stone, who is now a 
State Representative for Claremont. 
After Fisher’s story became public, it 
was clear why Stone had fought so 
hard against their release.

In February, 2006, Claremont Po-
lice Captain Mark Chase began in-
vestigating Stone over allegations of 
an inappropriate relationship with a 
16-year old girl. Stone, who was do-
ing drug investigations on the night 
shift, claimed she was a source. There 
was no sign, however, that she had 
actually provided any information.

Fisher relates that the investiga-
tion, by now deceased Claremont 
Detective Colby Casey, “brought out 
a violent and deranged side of Stone 
that had other officers scared….”

“‘If he gets fired, people are afraid 
he will go postal,’ then Claremont 
Detective Jesse Vezina told Casey. 
‘He makes me nervous as far as after 
a confrontation with him, he may 
try to do something to my wife or 
family. Generally people think he is 
crazy and wonder why he is a police 
officer.’

“Vezina told Casey he started 
staying up late with a loaded shot-
gun in case Stone ever came to his 
house.”

According 
to the website 
for his business, 
BlackOp Arms, 
in Claremont 
[see inset for logo], “Jon Stone is a 
professional firearms trainer. He and 
his staff at BlackOp Arms provide 
services to military, law enforcement, 
private security and students inter-
ested in basic and intermediate fire-
arms self-defense.”

Predictably, Democrats are per-
turbed by Fisher’s revelations, but 
Republicans not so much. The last 
paragraph of Fisher’s article begins, 
“Stone currently sits on the House 
Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee.…”

Does Ayotte Endorse Stone’s Message?
Never shy about delving into its 
northern neighbor’s piquant poli-
tics, the Boston Globe ran an item on 
Stone by Steven Porter, one week 
ago today:

“[Kelly] Ayotte,” Porter wrote, 
“who is running in a contested GOP 
primary for New Hampshire gover-
nor, has touted Stone’s endorsement 
and posted photos on social media 
from her visit to Stone’s gun store 
while on the campaign trail. Her 
spokespeople did not respond to re-
quests for comment from the Globe, 
and Democrats have been criticizing 
her for remaining silent.

“Aside from the endorsement, 
Ayotte has another potential con-
nection to this case. She was New 
Hampshire attorney general from 
2004 to 2009. In that capacity, she 
served on the Police Standards & 
Training Council. Her spokespeople 
did not respond to questions about 
whether authorities took adequate 
steps in 2006 and 2007 to hold 
Stone accountable.”

Dark Horse Democrat in Gov. Primary
With Sununu out of the running, 
the corner office is wide open. On 
the Democratic side, former Man-
chester Mayor Joyce Craig and 
Executive Councilor Cinde Warm-
ington seem to be getting all the 
coverage. There is another Demo-
cratic candidate: Newmarket busi-
nessman Jon Kiper: votekiper.org.

–=≈=–
RiverRun Bookstore Recommends …
… Bad Blood, by John Carryrou.
Not related to Taylor Swift, this is 

the story of Elizabeth Holmes, the 
wunderkind of Silicon Valley until 
it was revealed by Carryrou, a Wall 
Street Journal reporter, that her com-
pany, Theranos, was lying. Despite 
the fact that the tech she was selling 
never worked, Holmes assembled a 
high-profile board of non-medical 
people and raised over one billion 
dollars in venture capital. Spoiler 
alert: She’s in prison now.
Readers: Because we love and de-
pend on RiverRun Bookstore, we 
signed up for membership at riv-
errunbookstore.com/Patreon. We 
hope you will, too. – The Ed.
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Last Year, You Spent More Than 
a Month’s Rent on Pentagon Contractors

A class from the Paul Mitchell School of Cosmetology and Cosmology took 
a field trip to the top of the Foundry Parking Garage and Observatory on 
the afternoon of April 8th, the better to observe the partial solar eclipse.

By Lindsay Koshgarian

Ever wonder where your taxes 
go? Each year, the Institute for 

Policy Studies releases a tax receipt 
so you can find out.

One item always stands out: the 
Pentagon—and the contractors who 
profit off it.

In 2023, the average taxpayer 
spent $2,974 on the Pentagon. Of 
that, just $705 went to salaries for 
the troops, who often have to rely on 
programs like food stamps. A much 
larger sum—$1,748—went to cor-
porate Pentagon contractors. That’s 
more than the average American’s 
monthly rent, $1,372.

From Lockheed Martin (the 
top federal contractor and long-
time weapons maker) to SpaceX 
(which Elon Musk runs when he’s 
not spewing racist and anti-semit-
ic tropes), these corporations don’t 
need your support. And they aren’t 
operating with your well-being in 
mind.

Enriching them comes at the 
cost of better health care, education, 
clean air and water, disaster manage-
ment, and more. Here are just five 
examples from the average tax bill.

1. Pentagon contractors ($1,759) 
vs. the Child Tax Credit ($110).

In 2024, the Pentagon budget is 
set to increase by $27 billion, bring-
ing the department’s budget to 
about $825 billion. About half of 
that will go to for-profit contractors.

Meanwhile, an expansion of the 
Child Tax Credit during the pan-
demic succeeded in cutting the child 
poverty rate almost in half—prog-
ress that was almost immediately 
reversed when the expansion expired 
in late 2021.

Lifting kids out of poverty can 
have lifelong effects on their health, 

education, and employment. Isn’t 
that worth more than a tiny fraction 
of our spending on military con-
tracts?

2. Lockheed Martin ($249) vs. 
renewable energy ($11). 

Lockheed Martin is perhaps best-
known as the maker of the always 
over-budget, never-quite-ready 
F-35 jet fighter, which has sponta-
neously caught fire three separate 
times. Despite claims that programs 
like this are job creators, Lockheed 
recently made moves to cut jobs.

Meanwhile, despite the necessity 
of addressing climate change and 
reducing our reliance on fossil fuels, 
the average taxpayer’s contribution 
to renewable energy programs tops 
out at just $11. 

3. Boeing ($87) vs. the Federal 
Aviation Administration ($23).

From commercial flights that 
crashed to others that fell apart in 
midair, Boeing’s commercial safety 
record lately has been abysmal. Yet 
the company is also among the top 
five Pentagon contractors. Among 
other military aircraft, it’s the mak-
er of the V-22 Osprey that crashed 
and killed eight service members in 
November.

The FAA, of course, is the under-
staffed, underfunded government 
regulator responsible for the safety 
of commercial flights. Maybe we 
should spend more on regulating 
companies like Boeing than subsi-
dizing them?

4. Federal prisons ($32.29) vs. 
substance use and mental health 
programs ($31.69).

With about 2 million people in-
carcerated nationally, about one in 
three Americans will have an im-
mediate family member who has 
been in prison or jail. Your federal 
income tax dollars support this sys-

tem, which often treats substance 
use and mental health challenges as 
issues best confined to a prison cell.

By contrast, help for substance use 
disorder or mental health issues can 
still be profoundly hard to get, as any 
affected person or family member 
will tell you. What if we spent more 
on treating these health conditions 
than punishing them?

5. Foreign militaries ($112) vs. 
wildfire management ($14).

From Afghanistan and Iraq to 
Ukraine and now Gaza, it feels like 
the U.S. is always either starting a 
war, fighting a war, or subsidizing a 
war. These wars are increasingly un-
popular—and they’re not making us 
any safer.

Meanwhile, a growing number of 
Americans have experienced the di-
rect or indirect effects of wildfire in 
recent years. These disasters cost up-
ward of $394 billion each year. Isn’t 
that threat worth addressing?

Pentagon contractors want us to 
think we need what they’re selling, 
but wrong-headed priorities like 
these mean we’re actually worse off. 
Spread the word: every taxpayer de-
serves better.
Federal budgeting expert Lindsay 
Koshgarian directs the National 
Priorities Project at the Institute 
for Policy Studies. This op-ed was 
distributed by OtherWords.org.

–=≈=–
This Fortnight in 1892

Up To His Old Antics Again
George Stover, well known in police 
circles, is at his old antics again and 
recently beat his wife and cruelly 
abused his horse by prodding the 
animal with a pitchfork, and has 
since got out of town to avoid ar-
rest. Stover used to make south-end 
howl when a resident there, but this 
is his first escapade since he moved 
into the country.

Annie Gammon, Portsmouth, 
keeping a disorderly house, pleaded 
guilty, three months in jail.

– New Hampshire Gazette
April 21, 1892, pg 6.

By Omar Ocampo

A new, disturbing milestone has 
been confirmed in the latest 

Forbes World Billionaires List. The 
U.S. billionaire class is now larg-
er and richer than ever, with 813 
ten-figure oligarchs together hold-
ing $5.7 trillion.

This is a $1.2 trillion increase 
from the year before—and a gar-
gantuan $2.7 trillion increase since 
March 2020.

The staggering upsurge shows 
how our economy primarily benefits 
the wealthy, rather than the ordinary 
working people who produce their 
wealth. Even worse, those extremely 
wealthy individuals often use these 
assets to undermine our democracy.

Billionaires have enormous pow-
er to influence the political process. 
They spent $1.2 billion in the 2020 
general election and more than $880 
million in the 2022 midterms. Even 
when their preferred candidates ar-
en’t in office, our institutions are still 
more likely to respond to their policy 
preferences than the average voter’s, 
especially when it comes to taxes.

The vast majority of Americans, 
including 63 percent of Republicans, 
support higher taxes on the wealthy. 
Yet our representatives consistently 
fail to deliver. A quintessential ex-
ample was Donald Trump’s 2017 tax 
cuts for corporations and the rich—
the most unpopular legislation signed 

into law in the past 25 years.
Though backers promised the tax 

cuts would benefit all Americans, a 
recent report by the Center on Bud-
get and Policy Priorities revealed 
that the primary beneficiaries were 
the top 1 percent.

The good news? Those cuts are 
set to expire after next year. So we’ll 
have an opportunity for a new tax 
reform—one that raises more mon-
ey for the services we rely on while 
protecting our democracy from ex-
treme wealth concentration.

President Joe Biden’s Billionaire 
Minimum Income Tax (BMIT) is 
one promising proposal. By raising 
the top tax rate and taxing unreal-
ized capital gains, the BMIT seeks 
to repair a system where billionaires 
pay a lower average tax rate than 
working people. It would raise $50 
billion a year over the next decade, 
making our tax system a bit more 
equitable.

Senator Ron Wyden’s (D-OR) 
similarly named Billionaire Income 
Tax (BIT) is more straightforward. 
It would target asset gains that can 
easily be tracked by the public, like a 
billionaire’s stock holdings in a pub-
licly traded company.

Another idea? A well-designed 
progressive tax on billionaire wealth.

A modest 5 percent tax on all 
wealth above $1 billion would raise 
more than $244 billion this year 
alone. And that’s likely an underes-

A dollar by dollar look at how our taxes enrich military contractors —  
at the expense of things that actually make us secure

Billionaires Are Bad for Democracy. 
Taxing Them Is Good for It.
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Distribution Help 
Wanted in Exeter
Our volunteer distributor in 
Exeter will soon be facing 

higher than normal demands 
on his time. It’s just a seasonal 

thing. He’ll be back.

We are looking for someone 
who could fill in for a while, 
beginning on March 8th. 

Could you spare us an hour, 
once a fortnight?

If so, please drop us a line at 
editors@nhgazette.com
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The Alleged News®
to page seven

timate, since some billionaires keep 
their wealth concealed from Forbes. 
Wealth-X, a private research firm, 
identified 955 billionaires in their  
Census last year, 142 more than 
what Forbes just registered.

A wealth tax wouldn’t hurt invest-
ment and innovation—most inno-
vation in the U.S. is driven by people 
worth less than $50 million. But for 
billionaires, it would function “as 
a constraint on their rate of wealth 
accumulation,” according to Patri-
otic Millionaires, a group of wealthy 
people who support higher taxes on 
the rich.

Of course, a wealth tax alone 
isn’t enough to ensure the safety 
of our democracy. We also need 
campaign finance reform to limit 
political spending. And stronger 
labor unions could prevent extreme 
concentrations of wealth from oc-
curring in the first place. Unions not 
only increase the collective power of 
workers, they also close wage gaps 
between workers and CEOs.

Finally, we need better tax en-
forcement. The Inflation Reduction 
Act gave the IRS more resources 
to track down wealthy tax dodgers, 
and now the agency is projecting an 
unexpected windfall in tax revenue 
over the next decade.

That’s a great first step towards 
strengthening our democracy and 
democratizing our economy. Now 
let’s take the next step and fix the tax 
code itself.
Omar Ocampo is a researcher for 
the Program on Inequality and 
the Common Good at the Institute 
for Policy Studies. This op-ed was 
adapted from a longer version at 
Inequality.org and distributed for 
syndication by OtherWords.org.

–=≈=–
This Fortnight in 1892

An Aged Officer
Capt. James E. Rand began his 93rd 
consecutive year as a member of the 
police force of Concord on Saturday. 
– Exchange

A lively fistic encounter took place 
on Water street Sunday evening.

– New Hampshire Gazette,
April 21, 1892, pg 6.

by Julia Conley

“Incredible,” said one journalist 
on Friday of right-wing legal 

activist Leonard Leo’s reasons for 
refusing to comply with a subpoena 
from the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee as the panel investigates con-
servative Supreme Court justices’ 
relationships with Leo and other 
Republican operatives and donors.

The Federalist Society co-chair-
man told the Washington Post that 
the subpoena was “politically moti-
vated.”

“I am not capitulating to [com-
mittee Chair Dick Durbin’s (D-Ill.)] 
lawless support of Sen. Sheldon 
Whitehouse and the left’s dark 
money effort to silence and cancel 
political opposition,” said Leo, who 
has lobbied for the appointments of 
far-right judges to federal benches, 
in a statement.

The subpoena came over four 
months after the committee voted 
along party lines to subpoena Leo 
and billionaire GOP donor Harlan 
Crow following numerous reports 
about luxury travel and gifts they 
and others bestowed on Justices 
Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito.

ProPublica revealed last June that 
Leo organized a luxury fishing trip 
to Alaska for Alito, with lodging and 
private jet travel paid for, in 2008. 
The trip was not included on Ali-
to’s federally required financial dis-
closure forms, continuing a pattern 
that ProPublica first reported on last 
April with several luxury vacations, 
real estate transactions, and other 
financial gifts to Thomas that were 
paid for by Crow.

Durbin said Thursday that the 
subpoena was issued because of the 
“blanket refusal to cooperate” with 
the investigation that Leo has dis-
played since last July.

“His outright defiance left the 
committee with no other choice 

but to move forward with compul-
sory process. For that reason, I have 
issued a subpoena to Mr. Leo,” said 
Durbin. “Mr. Leo has played a cen-
tral role in the ethics crisis plaguing 
the Supreme Court and, unlike the 
other recipients of information re-
quests in this matter, he has done 
nothing but stonewall the commit-
tee. This subpoena is a direct result of 
Mr. Leo’s own actions and choices.”

The ethics violations revealed by 
ProPublica’s reporting forced the 
Supreme Court last fall to adopt a 
code of conduct for the first time, 
modeled on the rules followed by 
judges on lower federal courts.

But ethics watchdogs labeled the 
code a “toothless PR stunt” and a 
“cover-up for Clarence Thomas,” as 
it did not include an enforcement 
mechanism and provided the jus-
tices with discretion over recusal 
decisions.

Debt relief advocates called on 
Alito to recuse himself last year 
from two cases pertaining to Biden’s 
student debt cancellation program, 
citing the reporting on Leo’s gifts 
to the justice. The plane Alito took 
to Alaska was owned by billionaire 
investor Paul Singer, who has finan-

cially backed groups that lobbied the 
court to overturn Biden’s plan.

The court struck down the debt 
relief program last June.

Like former President Donald 
Trump, said Alex Aronson, former 
chief counsel for Judiciary Com-
mittee senior member Sen. Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-R.I.), “the other 
man most responsible for shap-
ing our Supreme Court’s runaway 
majority is a lawless con man and 
crook.”

Caroline Ciccone, president of 
government watchdog Account-
able.US, said Friday that “Supreme 
Court billionaire matchmaker 
Leonard Leo” is the force behind 
“a full-blown corruption crisis has 
plagued the high court for over a 
year, undermining its credibility and 
plummeting public trust in the court 
to record lows.”

“Today’s subpoena is a critical step 
toward accountability, and toward 
ensuring that our high court adheres 
to the highest possible ethics stan-
dards,” said Ciccone. “As a result of 
the strong leadership of Chairman 
Durbin and the Judiciary Commit-
tee, we can now begin to get to the 
bottom of the corruption crisis per-

vading the Supreme Court.”
With Leo refusing to comply 

with the subpoena, Democrats 
would need to hold a vote in the 
closely divided Senate to seek en-
forcement.

Former Trump aide Peter Navar-
ro was found guilty of contempt of 
Congress for defying a subpoena 
from the committee that investigat-
ed the January 6, 2021 insurrection, 
and reported to a federal prison last 
month to serve his four-month sen-
tence.

“Leonard Leo thinks he’s above 
the law just like Navarro did,” said 
one attorney. “We’ll see if he’s right.”

–=≈=–
Julia Conley is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

–=≈=–
This Fortnight in 1892

Granite State Journalism
Will Be Less Acid

H.H. Metcalf, of the Concord Peo-
ple and Patriot, has sold out his share 

‘Lawless Con Man’ 
Leonard Leo Defies 
Senate Subpoena Over 
Supreme Court Gifts

“Music was my refuge. I could crawl 
into the space between the notes 
and curl my back to loneliness.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Maya Angelou (1928-2014)
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“People who believe in absurdities will eventually commit atrocities.”

– Voltaire
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N.H. Jews say “Not in My Name”
To the Editor:

A letter signed by 67 Jewish resi-
dents of New Hampshire calling for a 
ceasefire in Gaza was delivered to the 
state’s U.S. Senators and Representa-
tives today. The statement also calls 
for halting U.S military aid to Israel, 
release of hostages, and allowing hu-
manitarian aid to be delivered in Gaza.

“We, as New Hampshire Jews, are 
horrified by the atrocities Israel is 
committing in Gaza, backed by U.S. 
military aid. Incessant Israeli bomb-
ing and military action has killed 
more than 30,000 people, the major-
ity of them women and children, and 
wounded tens of thousands more,” 
the letter begins. “These numbers 
don’t count many more deaths due to 
disease and famine caused by Israel’s 
intentional destruction of the Palestin-
ian infrastructure, its blockage of the 
vast bulk of humanitarian aid, and its 
brazen attacks on hospitals,” it says.

The signers of the letter said, “We 
strongly condemn Hamas’s despicable 
and barbaric attacks on October 7. Yet 
that horror does not excuse killing at 
least 25 times as many Palestinians, 
whether it be in the name of revenge 
or security.” 

“Israel’s actions serve no long-term 
strategic purpose. For every actual 
Hamas terrorist killed, Israel is cre-
ating many more potential terrorists 
in their place. We understand Israel’s 
right of self-defense, and we vigorous-
ly oppose anti-Semitism, but Israel’s 
morally indefensible overreaction has 
only fueled Jew-hatred that is putting 
both Israel and all Jews at greater risk,” 
the letter said.

The signers of the letter, from more 
than two dozen New Hampshire 
towns and cities, called on Senators 
Shaheen and Hassan, and Represen-
tatives Kuster and Pappas to work for 
three goals: 

1. An immediate and sustained 
ceasefire. Besides the importance of 
stopping the war, a ceasefire must lead 
to the immediate release of all hos-
tages so they can be returned to their 
loved ones. 

2. Full humanitarian aid via UN-
RWA (United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees). This group has been providing 
aid on the ground for years, and it is 
the only entity with the capability to 
reach the masses of people in need. Air 
drops and seaport shipments with no 
ground network in place simply aren’t 
enough to prevent mass starvation and 
a humanitarian crisis of unimaginable 
proportions.

3. Suspension of military aid to Isra-
el for its actions in Gaza and the West 
Bank. Our tax dollars and our weap-
ons should not go to massacre any 
more people, especially children. By its 
reckless and brutal actions, Israel has 
forfeited the right to receive addition-
al, unrestricted American military aid.

“We, as Jews, know all too well that 
dehumanizing others can lead to un-
imaginable tragedy. When six million 
Jews were murdered in the Holocaust, 
so many people and nations said noth-
ing. This history is why we cannot 
remain silent in the face of Israel’s con-
duct,” the letter concludes. “We want 
to make it clear that this is not being 
done in our name. That is why we 
must speak out to end this war now.”

Bob Sanders
Concord, N.H.

And: Joshua Meyrowitz, Durham; Jona-
than P. Baird, Wilmot; Sharon D. Racusin, 
Hanover; Ruth Abelmann, Durham; Ron 
Abramson, Bow; June Adinah, Contoocook; 
Arnie Alpert, Canterbury; L.R. Berger, Con-
toocook; Elliott Berry, Manchester; Ann C. 
Bliss, Portsmouth; Jessica Bolker, Dover; 
Marla Brettschneider, Portsmouth; Henry 
Bromberg, West Lebanon; Deborah Brown, 
Warner; Nancy Jo Chabot, Hopkinton; Ste-
phen A. Cherry, Henniker; Burt Cohen, New 
Castle; Jonathan Cohen, Contoocook; Teresa 
Cohn, Durham; Hannah Darking, Cornish; 
Marcela Dorfsman-Hopkins, Durham; Mark 
Fischler, Thornton; Ruby Fogg, Contoocook; 
Harriet Forkey, Durham; Phil Ginsburg, 
Newmarket; Elizabeth Goldman, Dover; 
Amy Goldstein, Concord ; Daisy Goodman, 
Lyme; Holly Grossman, Barrington; Ken 
Grossman, Barrington; Phyllis Heilbronner, 
Durham; Lori Hopkins, Durham; Philip Is-
enberg, Durham; Barbara Keshen, Concord; 
Donald Kollisch, Hanover; Dorothy G Kras-
ner, Manchester; Emmanuel Krasner, Farm-
ington; John M. Lewis, Durham; Ted Loth-
stein, Concord; Grace Mattern, Northwood; 
Andrew Merton, Durham; Adam Meyrowitz, 
Durham; Beth Olshansky, Durham; Bri-
ane Pinkson, Cornish; Ilsa Pinkson-Burke, 
Plainfield; Robert Racusin, MD, Hanover; 
Anne Romney, Portsmouth; Jack Ruderman, 
Contoocook; Susan Russo, Plainfield; Debo-
rah Schachter, Concord; Mindy Schorr, West 
Lebanon; David M. Schwartz, Durham; Les-

lie Schwartz, Durham; Jed Siebert, Madbury; 
Betsy Small, Milford; Andrea Stein Gold-
sworthy, Portsmouth; Terry Sturke, Bow; 
Peter Taubman, Durham; Rachel Trubowitz, 
Durham; Judy Ullman, Portsmouth; Larry 
Vogelman, Durham; Andru Volinsky, Con-
cord; Frank Weber, Mont Vernon; Jill Weber, 
Mont Vernon; Jane-Holly Weintraub, Mont 
Vernon; and Leonard Ziefert, Enfield.

–=≈=–
Our Ethics-Free Court

Dear Editor:
The Supreme Court’s authority to 

overturn legislation or executive ac-
tions that, in the Court’s judgment, 
conflict with the Constitution, is 
based in America’s democratic system 
of checks and balances. Through the 
power of judicial review, the Court 
is charged with assuring citizens’ in-
dividual rights as guaranteed by the 
Constitution, as well as in maintaining 
a “living Constitution” (balanced with 
“original intent”), broad provisions are 
constantly applied to complicated new 
situations.

From these two viewpoints 
emerged a third type of interpretation: 
the “plain meaning of text” doctrine. 
Under this doctrine, a law’s constitu-
tionality is measured against what the 
words of the Constitution obviously 
seem to say. This is not without con-
troversy since the framers themselves 
included ambiguous language in order 
to win ratification

What would the founders think of 
today’s High Court where, in most 
cases heard, either the government or 
a public interest group acts as an amic-
us curiae (third party)? Remember, the 
framers intended the Supreme Court 
to rule on cases solely on the basis of 
facts and law, and to be above the pres-
sure of the general public.

Keep in mind the framer’s design 
for the Supreme Court as we analyze 
and size up the Robert’s Court 234 
years later. What do we find… not 
quite what the framers had in mind I 
suspect.

Not only are the Justices having a 
hard time interpreting the Constitu-

tion, they’re also having a bit of diffi-
culty with terms like “the appearance 
of impropriety,” and words such as 
ethics, standards, moral code, and in-
tegrity.

The Roberts Court has given a 
green light for public officials to accept 
generous gifts from “friends”, some of 
whom clearly have business with the 
Supreme Court. It’s been reported that 
Justice Thomas has taken at least 38 
luxury vacations, 26 private jet flights 
and other special favors worth millions 
from partisan benefactors, particularly 
billionaire Harlan Crow. Justice Alito 
secretly enjoyed lucrative “gifts” from 
hedge fund billionaire Paul Singer, and 
then voted in his favor in a court case.

Supreme Court improprieties are 
common but Chief Justice Roberts 
turned down an invitation to testify 
before the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee about the court’s ethics rules. 
Roberts cites “separation of powers” 
concerns and the importance of “pre-
serving judicial independence.” Re-
garding one ruling, Roberts stated: “It 
may be distasteful for public servants 
to cash in on their power, but it’s an in-
evitable part of democratic discourse.”

In the court’s 5-4 Citizens United 
ruling striking down campaign finance 
law, Justice Thomas argued “the court 
had not gone far enough, it should in-
validate all mandatory disclosure and 
reporting requirements.” I guess in the 
Court’s ideal world, wealthy “friends” 
of politicians and Supreme Court jus-
tices could shower them with dona-
tions and no one would know.

The framers would not be 
pleased….

David L. Snell
Franklin, N.C.
David:
We’re generally holding our tongue this 

fortnight to accommodate the volume of 
correspondence, but here we must kibitz. 

While your indictment of the Court is un-
impeachable, you have left out a co-con-
spirator: the fourth estate. The corporate 
media showed the Justices what they could 
get away with in 2000. It only whetted 
their appetites.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Khrushchev’s Prophecy Coming True
Dear Editor:

It is quite obvious that Donald 
Trump, who holds no position in gov-
ernment, is dramatically impacting 
foreign policy and damaging our na-
tional security. Despite strong bipar-
tisan support to supply the necessary 
funding for Ukraine’s battle for surviv-
al against Putin, Speaker Mike John-
son (R-La.) is preventing the funding 
bill from coming to the House floor 
for a vote. Mr. Johnson is bowing to 
the demands of Donald Trump and 
Vladimir Putin in defiance of his own 
oath of office and the survival of de-
mocracy in Ukraine and threatening 
the stability of Europe and America. 

Despite a host of foreign leaders 
coming here to urge Congress to sup-
port Ukraine, including Japan’s Prime 
Minister Kishida, Italian Prime Min-
ister Meloni, German Chancellor 
Scholz and British Foreign Minister 
Cameron, Trump and Johnson refuse 
to change their position. Prime Min-
ister Kishida warned lawmakers that 
the United States is abdicating its role 
in world affairs by its apparent aban-
donment of Ukraine. And to highlight 
the gravity of the situation, U.S. am-
bassador to Ukraine Bridget A. Brink 
reported that “Russia launched more 
than 40 drones and 40 missiles into 
Ukraine…. The situation in Ukraine 
is dire; there is not a moment to lose.” 

Since the Trump take over of the 
Republican Party there has been a 
very disturbing relationship between 

te
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them and Russia. This concern is ev-
ident even among some Republicas. 
For example, Michael R. Turner (R-
OH), chair of the House Intelligence 
Committee, said it is “absolutely true” 
that Republican members of Congress 
are parroting Russian propaganda. 
“We see directly coming from Russia 
attempts to mask communications 
that are anti-Ukraine and pro-Russia 
messages, some of which we even hear 
being uttered on the House floor”, he 
said on CNN’s State of the Union. 
And Representative Michael Mc-
Caul (R-Texas), chair of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, told Rus-
sia specialist Julia Ioffe that “Russian 
propaganda has made its way into the 
United States, unfortunately, and it’s 
infected a good chunk of my party’s 
base.”

This all raises some very disturbing 
questions as to why Trump and oth-
er Republican leaders are so tightly 
aligned with Putin and what are the 
implications for the future of democ-
racy if Trump were to be reelected. 
How ironic that Putin, who dreams 
of recreating what Ronald Reagan 
called the “evil empire”, is being giv-
en aid and comfort by many in Rea-
gan’s Party. As former Soviet Leader 
Khrushchev stated, “We do not have 
to invade the U.S. We will destroy you 
from within.”

Rich DiPentima, LTC, USAFR, Ret.
Portsmouth, N.H.

–=≈=–
We Should Stop Helping Israel Starve Gaza
To the Editor:

The U.S. should not be supporting a 
country using starvation as a weapon.

After the killing of 7 aid workers 
for the World Community Kitchen in 
Gaza, a spokesman for the Israel De-
fense Forces (IDF) was interviewed by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation. 

He called the killings a tragic mistake, 
but that the IDF conduct in the war 
was the most ethical in the history of 
wars. He then bragged that the IDF 
had allowed 18,000 truckloads of aid 
into Gaza since the war began. 

Prior to the war Gaza received 500 
truckloads of aid each day; 18,000 
truckloads constitute 36 days of aid in 
180 days. Instead of proving how eth-
ical Israel was in conducting the war, 
it proves Israel was deliberately starv-
ing the people of Gaza. Even our own 
Secretary of State has stated that all of 
Gaza is facing starvation, though he 
diplomatically called it food insecurity.

The Public Broadcasting Service’s 
Newshour reported that Israel has 
damaged or destroyed 800 schools in 
Gaza. It has all but rendered hospitals 
unable to operate by depriving them 
of fuel for their generators as well as 
medical supplies.

Israel is a signatory of the Geneva 
Convention. The time has come for 
America to stop arming Israel until it 
comes into full compliance with the 
Convention and all international rules 
of war. 

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth N.H.

–=≈=–
Gaza is a PTSD Factory

To the Editor,
As a combat veteran from the Viet-

nam War who has PTSD, I have a 
growing concern and fear for the peo-
ple of Gaza.

When I returned ‘to the World’ as 
we called it, PTSD was not recognized 
as a medical condition. When it finally 
was recognized and for a long period 
of time, it was defined as a soldier’s 
condition from being in war. Earli-
er terms had been ‘battle fatigue’ and 
‘trench fever’.

As more studies were undertaken, 
it was realized it could affect many 

people that have suffered in a number 
of ways including: loss of family and 
close friends; trauma; loss of homes, 
facilities, environment; and major 
changes in life. 

All of these conditions have hap-
pened, are continuing to happen, and 
from all appearances will continue to 
happen to the people in Gaza. The 
consequences will be major with long 
term mental health problems affecting 
their society as a whole.

I encourage all to press your Con-
gressional Representatives and Sen-
ators to have the U.S. stop sending 
military aid being used in the slaughter 
which is being done in violation of a 
number of our own U.S. laws.

To press for an immediate and 
permanent ceasefire for peace to be 
established, and to press for human-
itarian aid and reconstruction to be 
undertaken. 

W.D. Flierl
Rochester, N.H.
W.D.:
Netanyahu says he’ll end the slaughter 

once he’s eliminated Hamas. Westmore-
land said he’d end the war by eliminating 
the V.C. Neither would admit the respec-
tive preconditions for success: elimination 
of the Palestinians and the Vietnamese.

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Spring of Our Discontent
To the Editor:

Recent commentary has noted the 
disconnect between the healthy state 
of the economy and dissatisfaction 
expressed in opinion polls regarding 
economic conditions. Most economic 
markers indicate a strong and growing 
economy. Inflation has significantly 
moderated, coming down from a high 
of approximately 9 percent to about 
3.4 percent (although it appears that it 
has hit a sticking point for the last two 
months). Job growth has been consis-
tently strong, and the unemployment 
rate is at historically low levels. Wage 
growth has exceeded inflation since 

February, 2023 by approximately 3 
percent allowing the working class 
to gain a bit on inflation. Consumer 
spending continues to be robust and 
GDP growth has been consistent at 
around 3 percent. The recession that 
many economists had predicted as the 
Federal Reserve raised interest rates to 
combat inflation has not materialized. 
Yet, polls consistently indicate that 
most respondents are dissatisfied with 
the economy (although most also say 
that their personal economic situation 
is good). What accounts for this dis-
satisfaction?

There are a few proximate factors 
that may explain the discontent. There 
has been a constant drumbeat from 
right wing media to the effect that we 
are suffering through a Biden-induced 
recession. Although the facts deny 
this, the negative coverage certain-
ly influences the opinion of MAGA 
Republicans. Prices are still well above 
levels seen just before the pandemic 
and short-term fluctuations in fuel 
and grocery prices can mask economic 
progress. Another important dissatis-
fier is that the price of housing (both 
rents and homes) has skyrocketed 
beyond many consumers’ ability to af-
ford. It is useful to examine this factor 
in more detail.

The price of buying a home has 
increased significantly since the pan-
demic. The median price of a house in 
2000 was $165,300 while in 2023, it 
was $417,000. Redfin estimates that to 
comfortably purchase a median-priced 
house today requires an income of at 
least $115,000 (this figure varies de-
pending on what part of the country 
you live in). Rental prices, which usu-
ally move with the price of homes, 
have also increased 30 percent since 
the end of the pandemic. Commen-
tary has focused on market factors to 
explain the rise in housing prices and 
rents but the decline in affordability is 
a result not only of rising costs but also 
trends in income. 

Pew Research Center estimates that 
middle class incomes today range from 
approximately $39,000 to $119,000. 
This indicates that a large portion of 
the middle class may have been priced 
out of the housing market. Only the 

very top of middle-class incomes and 
above are considered qualified to pur-
chase a median priced home today. 
The ability to acquire affordable hous-
ing used to be widespread in America. 
What has changed? 

A look at the growth in income in-
equality may provide some insights. 
GDP has increased 79 percent since 
1980. Most of the benefits of this 
increase were captured by economic 
elites at the top of the income distri-
bution. During this period working 
class wages remained flat or showed 
small increases. Income for middle 
class workers showed moderate in-
creases although they badly trailed 
GDP growth. 

It’s a different picture for the 
wealthy. Their incomes increased by 
420 percent during this period. The 
share of aggregate income going to 
the middle class declined from 62 
percent to 43 percent from 1970 to 
2018. During the same period, the top 
earners increased their share from 29 
percent to 48 percent. The rise in in-
come inequality following forty years 
of income transfer from the working 
and middle classes to economic elites 
has endangered the expectation of af-
fordable housing. While earners at the 
top of the distribution are relatively 
unaffected by price increases, the mid-
dle and lower classes struggle. 

The increase in income inequality 
was the result of conscious decisions 
made by corporate leaders and gov-
ernment policy makers. It was not the 
outcome of impartial market forces as 
claimed by some economists. These 
decisions have contributed to the pri-
vation of the working class and the en-
richment of elites. It should be noted 
that many who have suffered econom-
ically are also some of the most fervid 
MAGA supporters. It is past time for 
policy makers to begin to undo past 
damaging decisions.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Robert:
Do you suppose there’d be less confusion 

if U.S. teachers could criticise capitalism 
in the classroom without being fired?

The Editor
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Legal Notice
Please take notice that Todd Bookman, 32 Williams Ave., Kit-

tery, ME 03904 is intending to file a Natural Resources Protec-
tion Act permit application with Maine Department of Environ-
mental Protection pursuant to the provisions of 38 M.R.S. §§ 
480-A thru 480-BB on or about April 3, 2024. The application is 
for: Residential dock at 32 Williams Ave., Kittery. 
A request for a public hearing or a request that the Board of 

Environmental Protection assume jurisdiction over this appli-
cation must be received by the Department in writing, no later 
than 20 days after the application is found by the Department 
to be complete and is accepted for processing. A public hear-
ing may or may not be held at the discretion of the Commis-
sioner or Board of Environmental Protection. Public comment 
on the application will be accepted throughout the processing 
of the application. For Federally licensed, permitted, or funded 
activities in the Coastal Zone, review of this application shall 
also constitute the State’s consistency review in accordance 
with the Maine Coastal Program pursuant to Section 307 of the 
federal Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1456. 
The application will be filed for public inspection at the Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection’s office in Portland during 
normal working hours. A copy of the application may also be 
seen at the municipal offices in Kittery, Maine. Written pub-
lic comments may be sent to the regional office in Portland, 
where the application is filed for public inspection: MDEP, 
Southern Maine Regional Office, 312 Canco Road, Portland, 
Maine 04103 
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from page five

Our Lobotomized Electorate
Dear Editor:

“How is it possible, what has lo-
botomized people who cheer and 
celebrate the most transparent fraud, 
the most outrageous liar, the most 
straitjacket-ready psycho ever visited 
on the body politic?” Those are the 
words of Hal Crowther, longtime 
journalist and essayist.

As I so often am, Crowther will 
be written off by some people as 
suffering “Trump Derangement 
Syndrome.” But are we really, or is 
it more likely that someone simply 
neglected to make a burnt offering 
to the god of common sense.

Here is a former President who 
has slightly less than 100 felony 
indictments against him. He’s the 
only president in history to ignite 
a deadly armed assault on his own 
Capitol in an attempt to overturn 
an election he knew he’d lost. Pres-
ently that same former president is 
endeavoring to discredit the people 
trying to bring him to justice, at-
tacking judges, prosecutors, jurors, 
court staff (and their families), any-
one who dares attempt to hold him 
accountable.

What can I say about Donald 
Trump that has not been said ad 
nauseam? “His tweets and his ly-
ing, the change of stories, the lack 
of preparation, he has no princi-
ples, none. It’s the phoniness and 
this cruelty, Donald is cruel.” Those 
are the words of the late Maryanne 
Trump Barry, his older sister. Mary 
Trump (his niece) refers to Donald 
Trump as “the world’s most danger-
ous man”.

Also, have we not heard enough 
from people who worked in the 
Trump Administration or those 
closely associated with him: Mark 
Esper, Rex Tillerson, William Barr, 
John Kelly, Mark Milley, John 
Bolton (the list is virtually endless); 
and the descriptions of Trump re-
lentless: “a phoney, a fraud, a moron, 
contemptuous of our democratic 
institutions and the rule of law, an 
existential threat to democracy, a 
consummate narcissist”—and the 

ever-present un-
derlying truth—“unfit to be Presi-
dent of the United States”.

If those eyewitnesses cannot con-
vince the average voter of Trump’s 
unfitness, I certainly can’t. With the 
possible exception of his niece and 
his ghostwriter, all these warnings 
came from conservatives, Repub-
licans, individuals who would or-
dinarily be on Trump’s side of the 
political divide.

The things that render Trump 
unfit for office are conspicuously 
transparent and absurdly obvious to 
anyone who is paying even marginal 
attention. In addition to his criminal 
activities, he is ridiculous, repulsive, 
crude, infantile and unquestionably 
unhinged from reality.

Donald Trump lacks any be-
liefs beyond self-gratification and 
self-glorification, and I say that as 
a lifelong conservative and an al-
most lifelong Republican. How the 
Grand Old Party of Lincoln and 
millions of seemingly intelligent 
men and women got drawn into the 
orbit of this shameless conman may 
forever remain the unsolved mystery 
of the ages.

History teaches us many things 
and recent history reveals that Ger-
many’s Hitler was so thoroughly 
untruthful that he finally could no 
longer recognize the difference be-
tween lies and truth. And so it is 
with Trump, and with that handicap 
he has been able to seduce a large 
spectrum of our populace into his 
swamp of lies, distortions and half 
truths.

Consequently, Trump supporters 
(while many citizens remain deafen-
ingly silent) are raining death threats 
on judges, prosecutors, states attor-
neys general and other elected and 
honest officials (and their families), 
anyone who tries to impose justice 
on or hold the former President ac-
countable. This is the real life 21st 
Century threat of fascism and tyr-
anny.

Will the American electorate 
wake up in time to save us from 

ourselves, to rebuild and strengthen 
the foundations upon which Amer-
ica was conceived and established, 
in time to save our Republic and 
democratic form of government 
from this would be dictator? We will 
know the answer in approximately 
six months.

David L. Snell
Franklin, NC

–=≈=–
Thank You, Councilors Cook and Denton
To the Editor: 

We have all witnessed a horrific 
attack in Israel on Oct. 7, 2023 with 
1139 deaths and 250 taken hostage 
by the Hamas rebels. There is no ex-
cusing the violations of human dig-
nity and human rights of that attack, 
no matter what the justification may 
be. 

On the other hand, Israel’s 
non-proportional response to that 
attack which has now caused the 
death of over 32,000 residents of 
Gaza (the majority of which are 
women and children) should also be 
condemned. The U.S. government 
is currently providing many of the 
military weapons that Israel is us-
ing against residents of Gaza. These 
are being used to attack and drop 
hundreds of bombs on a civilian 
population. Yes, it is probably true 
that there are many Hamas fighters 
hiding within the population, but 
that does not justify collective pun-
ishment of all residents.

I am convinced that most Amer-
icans and most other countries sup-
port the right for Israel to have safe 
and secure borders. But that must 
also be the case for the Palestinians. 
American taxpayers should not be 
asked to subsidize perpetual wars 
in the Middle East. There must be a 
plan to provide safety and security to 
both Israelis and Palestinians. 

That is why an immediate cease-
fire is needed to avoid more deaths 
from bombs, starvation, and disease. 
That ceasefire will allow an oppor-
tunity for all parties involved to look 
for a long-term solution to this con-
flict. 

The Portsmouth City Council 
should allow the ceasefire resolution 
proposed by Councilors Cook and 

Denton to be dis-
cussed and it should vote 

in support of finding a peaceful solu-
tion to the current conflict. 

Peter Somssich, former N.H. 
State Representative and former 
Portsmouth Democratic Chair

Portsmouth, N.H.
–=≈=–

One Nation, Unrecognizable
Dear Editor,

America is unrecognizable in 
2024.

Huge numbers of adult Amer-
icans are just fine with a politician 
abusing our judicial system by pur-
chasing an indefinite delay of his day 
in court.

Citizens who should know better 
are okay with a candidate halting 
Congressional action on the big-
gest issue in generations because he 
wants to muscle in on its solution.

People who have gone to law 
school, occupy offices of public trust, 
and stoutly express their opinions in 
public forums have so little under-
standing of our Constitution that 
they don’t even know when it is be-
ing broken into pieces.

Those who serve jury duty, attend 
school board meetings, and regularly 
honor the fallen on Memorial Day 
are wildly enthusiastic about hav-
ing an indicted and even convicted 
felon, sexual predator, and business 
fraudster running the county.

Those who claim to be color-blind 
suddenly have no qualms about re-
sponding to racist dog whistles that 
could turn America into a Yankee 
version of Aryan racial supremacy.

Those who proudly graduated 
high school, served our country 
overseas, and supervise others at 
work couldn’t care less about natural 
science, preferring politicized sci-
ence instead.

Yep, not our ancestors’ America. 
Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah

–=≈=–
Our Entertaining, Perplexing State House
To the Editor:

As you may know, this is an Elec-
tion Year! 

We’re really excited, because we 
just love all the drama and enter-
tainment this brings us, nationally 
and locally. Then, especially in New 

Hampshire, after the candidates 
have (sometimes) appeared to meet 
their prospective constituents, the 
People Speak. Then, especially in 
New Hampshire, these candidates 
scurry into obscurity, every so often 
to Vote on matters of concern to the 
People.

So, recently, the N.H. legislature 
has been working in Concord, and 
the results are not pretty. This week 
the House voted down HB 593, one 
of several efforts to develop respon-
sible gun use. HB 593 would have 
restricted carrying firearms in school 
safe zones. The House also “killed” 
HB 1212 which would have ex-
panded school food programs and 
provided financial support for work 
with homeless youth. The “killer” 
was Speaker Sherm Packard, who 
broke the tie and thus tabled the bill. 
Tabling does sound a bit better than 
Killing, but the effect is the same.

Next week, we can look forward 
to Our Representatives bringing 
up bills to expand income eligibil-
ity levels for Education Freedom 
Accounts, sometimes called school 
vouchers. This is a program that 
was presented a few years ago as a 
pilot program to offer school choice. 
Since then, there has never been 
a thorough analysis of criteria for 
what sorts of school programs quali-
fy. There has never been any explana-
tion of how the quality of said school 
programs will be assessed. We only 
hear words to the effect that “it’s very 
popular!”, and that somehow the 
ballooning cost of this pet project 
can be met by the state’s education 
trust funds, while the state evades 
court orders to implement adequate 
and fair education funding for all 
public schools… not to mention 
that one of the arguments against 
the increased food program is that 
it’s too costly.

It’s very hard to follow all this, and 
even harder to communicate with 
one’s Representatives about the de-
tails of these baffling decisions. They 
are incommunicado… until the 
N.H. election cycle get rolling lat-
er this year. It’s going to be a rough 
ride!

Beth McCarthy
Tamworth, N.H.
Beth:
It sure is hard to follow—please con-

tinue trying to help us keep up!
The Editor
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The Alleged News®
from page three

Can’t Oil Barons 
Ever Be Honest? 
(Hint: No)

Bombs Away!
by W.D. Ehrhart

I turned on my computer this 
morning and was greeted by this 

headline in the Washington Post: “Six 
months into Gaza war, Biden con-
fronts the limits of U.S. leverage.”

It was all I could do to keep from 
shouting at the top of my lungs, “Are 
you freakin’ kidding me?” Can Joe 
Biden really pretend that he’s run up 
against “the limits of U.S. leverage”? 
Can an editor of the Washington Post 
write such a headline with a straight 
face, or the publisher print it without 
either gagging or laughing?

According to Axios, in 2022, 
the U.S. government gave 
$3,300,000,000 to Israel, 99.7 per-
cent of that money going to the 
Israeli military. According to the 
Chicago Council on Global Af-
fairs, in 2023, the U.S. gave Isra-
el $3,800,000,000. Various other 
sources consistently report the same 
figures.

On the very day that the Israeli 
Defense Forces killed seven World 
Central Kitchen civilian aid work-
ers with American-made weaponry 
while they were engaged in trying to 
provide food to starving Palestinians 
in Gaza, President Biden authorized 
the release of yet more bombs to the 
Netanyahu government.

This latest arms package in-
cluded 1,800 MK84 2,000-pound 
blockbuster bombs and 500 MK82 
500-pound bombs. In addition, 
Biden authorized the shipment of 
25 more F-35A fighter-bombers to 
Israel. It is probably safe to assume 
that at least one task of those new 

warplanes will be to drop those new 
bombs on the Palestinians of Gaza.

And President Biden thinks he’s 
reached the limits of U.S. leverage 
against Benjamin Netanyahu and 
the Israeli government?

Meanwhile, the death toll in 
Gaza has now surpassed 33,000 
with thousands more injured and 
millions unhoused and displaced, 
the overwhelming majority of these 
people innocent civilians, one third 
of them children. According to the 
World Health Organization, over 
a million Gazans are facing cata-
strophic hunger, somewhere on the 
order of 12 percent to 17 percent of 
them children under the age of five 
(yes: 5).

I wonder what would happen 
if the United States government 
simply stopped subsidizing the Is-
raeli war machine. I wonder why 
Biden continues to provide material 
and direct support to what has be-
come—not withstanding October 
7th—a crime against humanity in 
its own right.

No sane person, no thoughtful or 
caring person, no person who de-
serves to be taken seriously, has ex-
cused or can excuse what Hamas did 
that day. But what Netanyahu and 
the IDF have done in Gaza over the 
past six months dwarfs by orders of 
magnitude what happened on Oc-
tober 7th, 2023. Almost the entire 
Gaza Strip has been bombed and 
shelled and beaten flat. Hospitals 
destroyed. Schools. Roads. Infra-
structure of all kinds. Look at the 
photographs. Google the pictures. 
See for yourself.

And there seems to be no end 
in sight. It just goes on and on, day 
after day week after week, and now 
month after month. This is not 
self-defense. This is not defense of 
any kind. This is retribution. This is 
vengeance. This is not even an eye 
for an eye. This is eyes, ears, nose, 
arms, legs, and life for an eye.

Nevermind the insanity of Ne-
tanyahu and his supporters imag-
ining that all of this will somehow 
irradicate Hamas or convince 
Palestinians to accept whatev-
er oppression and discrimination 
and—yes—apartheid conditions the 
Israeli government chooses to saddle 
them with.

Does Biden really think his po-
litical fortunes are dependent on his 
continued support of an utterly in-
humane and violent policy of mass 
destruction that increasingly looks 
like an attempt to leave Gaza de-
populated and uninhabitable?

Some people might call me an-
ti-semitic. They would be wrong. 
This is not “the Jews” who are doing 
this. It is the government of Israel, 
and more specifically the Netanya-
hu regime, who is responsible, and 
against whom I am “anti.”

Indeed, most of the Jewish people 
I know are equally appalled by what 
has been happening in Gaza these 
past six months. Back in February, I 
attended a presentation of the Mid-
dle Eastern antiwar organization 
Combatants for Peace that took 
place at a Jewish synagogue here in 
Philadelphia.

A month later, I took part in a si-
lent march calling for a ceasefire in 

Gaza that was largely organized by 
Jews and led by a rabbi. Shouting 
“anti-semitism” is simply a way of 
allowing yourself to dismiss rational 
discourse and go on turning a blind 
eye to what has become a blood-let-
ting madness.

And if Biden thinks his schizo-
phrenic approach to the destruction 
of Gaza is anything other than a po-
litical liability, he may find out oth-
erwise on November 5th. Very few 
voters are going to vote for Donald 
Trump because of Biden’s approach 
to Gaza.

But a lot of them may vote for 
Robert Kennedy, Jr., or Jill Stein, or 
Cornel West, or not vote at all. I my-
self will vote for Biden only because 
a non-vote or a vote for a third-par-
ty candidate is actually a vote for 
the most disastrous candidate in 
American history. But I fear that a 
significant number of voters—espe-
cially younger voters—fail to grasp 
the consequences of not voting for 
Biden, however odious that choice 
has become.

And I fear that Joe Biden does 
not grasp the consequences of his 
continuing military support for the 
destruction of Gaza and the Pales-
tinian people. I want the madness 
in Gaza to stop. And I don’t want 
another four years of madness in the 
White House.

–=≈=–
W. D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War memoir 
trilogy published by McFarland.

–=≈=–

by Jim Hightower

Former New Mexico Gov. Bruce 
King once opposed a bill be-

cause, he said, he feared it would 
“open a whole box of Pandoras.”

An odd rhetorical twist, but 
it would be helpful if today’s 
ego-bloated, high-tech billionaires 
and corporate profiteers had a bit 
of self-restraint, rather than think-
ing their money equals genius. For 
example, such doofuses are pres-
ently pushing convoluted schemes 
to “solve” our globe’s technolo-
gy-caused climate crisis with—what 
else?—technology. 

Their latest box of Pandoras in-
cludes a grandiose plan to “geoengi-
neer” carbon dioxide, the destructive 
gas spewed into our air by the pro-
duction and use of fossil fuels. The 
geniuses say they have the tech-
no-knowhow to suck-up that bad 
gas and pump it a mile deep into the 
Earth. See, problem gone! All they 
need, they say, is for taxpayers to put 
up trillions of dollars.

Who’s behind this hustle? Oil 
giants. Yes, the same prevaricating 
snake oil salesmen who cause most 
of the suffocating CO2 pollution 
that’s rapidly cooking our planet! 
Such petro-peddlers as Occidental 
Petroleum are now trying to re-
brand themselves as “carbon man-
agement” experts, asking us to trust 
them to re-engineer our atmosphere. 
But they’re frauds—their magical 
“Vacuum Cleaner in the Sky” won’t 
remove even one-percent of the new 
carbon emissions released every year.

Worse, Occidental says it intends 
to keep much of the CO2 it vacu-
ums up, using the gas to force more 
oil out of the ground—thus creating 
more global warming! As Occiden-
tal’s CEO gleefully puts it, geoengi-
neering “gives our industry a license 
to continue to operate for… 60, 70, 
80 years.” 

Razzle-dazzle technology is 
not a climate solution. It’s a busi-
ness-as-usual lie told by profiteers 
desperate to keep burning fossil fu-
els—and our globe.

–=≈=–
Copyright 2024 by Jim Hightower 
& Associates. Contact Laura Ehrlich 
(Laura@jimhightower.com) for more 
information.

–=≈=–

in the Democratic Press association, 
and resigned his editorship of the 
Patriot. 

– New Hampshire Gazette,
April 21, 1892, pg 6.

A Tale Told by an Idiot…
Steam Launch No. 132, the suc-
cessor to the Emerald, on the route 
between the navy yard and this 
city, ran her first regular trip at ten 
o’clock a.m. Saturday from the navy 
yard. There is no knowledge of any 
attempt being made to get this boat 
away and she will doubtless continue 
here for many years. The sensational 
figures of the cost of this boat, print-
ed a few days ago by the idiot who 
picks up navy yard items at Mrs. 
Chesley’s lunch counter at New-

market Junction, were evidently giv-
en him by a woodchopper at East 
Epping. …

– New Hampshire Gazette,
April 21, 1892, pg 6.

Rum Shops Open Sunday
We heard recently, through certain 
newspapers, that Sheriff Coffin was 
determined to suppress road houses, 
and stop the sale of rum on Sunday 
throughout Rockingham coun-
ty. The statement was evidently a 
“roor back,” and not authorized by 
the sheriff, as Sunday a a number 
of road houses within five miles of 
Portsmouth were running full blast, 
and young men not yet twenty-one 
years of age residing here, thronged 
these houses, and many of them 
came home in an intoxicated con-
dition. At one house, on Sagamore 
road, where the Russell house for-

merly stood, there were more than 
a dozen half-grown boys under the 
influence of liquor Sunday after-
noon, and making a noisy time of 
it. This house, and others of its kind, 
ought to be suppressed and its pro-
prietor made to feel the penalty of 
the law. The talk of closing up road 
houses amounts to nothing. In this 
city it is notorious that gin mills and 
rum shops keep open on Sundays 
with the full knowledge of the city 
marshall and his police force. Last 
year, with a republican city marshall, 
the rum shops were kept closed on 
Sundays, but there is a different or-
der of things now.

– New Hampshire Gazette,
April 28, 1892, pg 3.

Professional Egg Eater
Frank Berry, the professional egg 
eater from Rye, managed to eat forty 

eggs in a minute and twelve seconds 
on Saturday evening last at a resort 
on Fleet street. This is his best time. 
We are not informed whether the 
egg shells were part of the diet or 
discarded.

Beware the Tramps
The boys have made a hole in the 
front of the old mill building at the 
north mill bridge, and can gain ac-
cess to the interior at any time. It 
should be boarded up, so that tramps 
and evil disposed persons cannot 
make a rendezvous.

Jubilation Over Sewer
The Market street and Market 
square merchants feel quite jubilant 
at the prospect of getting a sewer af-
ter years of hitherto fruitless appeal.

– New Hampshire Gazette,
April 28, 1892, pg 6.
–=≈=–
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1999—NRA president Charlton 
Heston says that to honor those mas-
sacred at Columbine the day before, 
the gun lobby’s Denver convention 
will be shortened by one whole day.
1992—Robert Alton Harris is 
strapped into San Quentin’s gas 
chamber at 3:00 a.m. Twelve minutes 
later he’s taken back out amid legal 
wrangling. At 6:00 a.m., he’s put back 
in and successfully gassed to death.
1980—Newsweek quotes Ronald 
Reagan saying that Vietnam vets 
aren’t eligible for the GI Bill because 
their war wasn’t declared. It’s not true.
1975—South Vietnam’s last presi-
dent, Nguyen Van Thieu, calls it quits.
1972—General Wm. Westmoreland, 
ex-U.S. commander in Vietnam, is 
pelted with tomatoes in El Paso.
1971—Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War defy the Supreme Court and stay 
on the National Mall. Park police de-
cline to arrest. Tomorrow’s headline: 
“Vets Overrule Supreme Court.”
1964—A Thor Able-Star rocket 
proves unable to lift Transit 5BN3 into 
orbit. Its SNAP-9 generator burns on 
re-entry; the amount of Plutonium 
238 in the atmosphere is tripled.
1930—Ohio National Guardsmen 
with machine guns and bayonets pre-
vent escape as the State Pen burns; 322 
inmates die, 230 are hospitalized. 
1910—Train robber Frank Grigware 
busts out of Leavenworth with a pistol 
carved from wood, and makes his get-
away on a stolen steam train.

2018—Nearly naked, fully schizo-
phrenic, Travis Reinking kills four 
and injures two at a Nashville Waffle 
House with an AR-15 police had 
seized but his father had returned.
2004—U.S. Army Spec. and ex-NFL 
star Pat Tillman is shot by his own side 
in Afghanistan; a cover-up ensues.
2002—Dick “Dick” Cheney, fund-
raising in Florida, says “The Taliban is 
out of business permanently.”
1987—The Supreme Court rules in 
McCleskey vs. Kemp that just because 
the death penalty is applied in a racial-
ly biased manner, that’s no reason for 
states to stop killing Black convicts.
1983—The first two jolts from Ala-
bama’s electric chair set John Louis 
Evans on fire. It takes a third to stop 
his heart from beating, though. 
1973—“Just remember you’re doing 
the right thing [lying about Water-
gate],” Nixon tells Haldeman. “That’s 
what I used to think when I killed 
some innocent children in Hanoi.”
1971—Capitol police arrest 110 Viet-
nam veterans for serenading the Su-
preme Court with God Bless America.
1956—Rebecca West defines journal-
ism: “An ability to meet the challenge 
of filling the space.”
1915—The German 4th Army at-
tacks French Territorial soldiers with 
chlorine gas as the 2nd Battle of Ypres 
begins; four future Nobel winners 
supervise the gas release. Despite 
117,000 casualties, the month-long 
battle is inconclusive.

2018—U.S. President #45 says, “If 
[George Washington] was smart, he 
would’ve put his name on [Mount 
Vernon]. You’ve got to put your name 
on stuff or no one remembers you.”
1993—RIP Cesar Chavez.
1971—National Security Advisor 
Henry Kissinger, speaking over the 
phone with Allen Ginsberg, agrees to 
meet personally but draws the line at 
doing so naked on live TV. 
1971—Concluding Operation Dew-
ey Canyon III, “a limited incursion 
into the country of Congress,” Viet-
nam Veterans Against the War heave 
medals over a fence at the Capitol.
1956—The USSR proudly announces 
it’s now got its own hydrogen bomb.
1952—“Do you know who’s being 
discriminated against?” asks Rep. 
John E. Rankin [D-Miss.]. “The 
white Christian people of America, 
the ones who created this nation.”
1917—The Norwegian bark Royal, 
carrying contraband timber to En-
gland, is boarded at sea and seized by 
crewmen from the Zeppelin LZ-66.
1904—Congress flimflams Flatheads 
out of half their Montana reservation.
1734—The King’s Surveyor Gener-
al visits Exeter, N.H. with a team of 
men, looking for misappropriated 
timber. Locals beat them mercilessly.
1014—The Irish under High King 
Brian Boru defeat the Vikings at 
Clontarf. Boru is slain by Brodir, who 
in turn is disembowelled by Brian’s 
brother, Ulf the Quarrelsome.

2020—The lead item on all news 
broadcasts: the manufacturer has an-
nounced that, contrary to what the 
President has said, people should not 
inject themselves with Lysol.
1980—Eight Americans die and five 
are wounded trying to get American 
hostages out of Teheran.
1967—“The military situation [in 
South Vietnam] is favorable,” says 
Gen. Wm. C. Westmoreland, but 
protests at home might lose the war.
1967—Soyuz 1’s chutes fail; misfiring 
retro-rockets incinerate the remains of 
Cosmonaut Vladimir Komarov.
1959—Michigan native Capt. John 
S. Lappo, piloting a six-engine RB-
47, flies under the Mackinac Bridge at 
425 mph; clearance: 155 feet.
1953—A B-29 with an F-84 bolted to 
each wingtip is inexplicably test-flown 
over Long Island Sound. The B-29 
and an F-84 crash with no survivors.
1916—The Easter Rising: the Irish 
Republic is proclaimed in Dublin.
1904—A prohibition debate be-
comes a gunfight in Waller County, 
Texas courthouse square; four die, 
including Rep. John M. Pinckney.
1877—Reconstruction ends as Fed-
eral troops leave Louisiana. Best of 
luck, all you Black folks…. 
1778—Ranger, under John Paul Jones, 
captures Drake—the first U.S. victory 
over a British ship in British waters.
1704—John Campbell begins The 
Boston News-Letter, the first newspa-
per to succeed in the Americas.

2005—Charles Duelfer, the CIA’s 
man in charge of finding WMDs in 
Iraq, says there are none.
2003—George W.[MD] Bush fires 
his Secretary of the Army for saying 
we don’t have enough troops in Iraq.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush and 
Saudi Prince Abdullah play kissy-face 
at the President’s Texas “ranch.”
1984—Asked if he’s ever been to a 
communist country, Reagan Chief 
of Staff James A. Baker III replies, 
“Well, I’ve been to Massachusetts.”
1962—The U.S. re-starts atmospheric 
nuclear testing with a bang—actually, 
26 bangs over 77 days.
1959—Accused of raping a white 
woman, Mack Charles Parker is 
dragged from Mississippi’s Pearl Riv-
er County Courthouse and lynched 
with help from a deputy sheriff.
1915—Australian and New Zealand 
troops under British command attack 
Turks at Gallipoli. They die in droves.
1898—The U.S. obliges William R. 
Hearst by declaring war on Spain.
1847—Leftovers from the Donner 
Party straggle out of the wilderness.
1846—Mexicans attack a U.S. 
“scouting party” near the border. As 
U.S. Grant later writes, “We were sent 
to provoke a fight, but it was essential 
that Mexico should commence it.”
1835—Two trains collide in Chicago 
at a grade crossing built illegally by 
the Illinois Central’s chief engineer, 
Roswell B. Mason. Despite 21 deaths, 
Mason is elected Mayor in 1868.

1986—Murphy’s Law at Chernobyl: 
Ukrainian real estate values plum-
met, northern Earth is irradiated, and 
thousands are condemned to death.
1970—When the Louisiana Senate 
Chamber is dynamited, a pencil sticks 
in the ornate ceiling. It’s still there.
1952—The captain of the USS Hob-
son, disregarding an underling’s ad-
vice, takes his destroyer across the 
bow of the USS Wasp. Cut in half, the 
Hobson sinks with more than half its 
crew, captain included.
1944—The U.S. takes over Mont-
gomery-Ward after it defies the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board.
1937—German and Italian planes 
destroy Guernica, Spain.
1931—Lou Gehrig hits a home run 
but is called out for passing another 
runner on the basepath.
1922—On the Detroit street where 
he’d parked it earlier, Henry Ford 
finds that someone has stolen his Ford.
1901—“I’ll be in Hell before you start 
breakfast!” says train-robber Tom 
“Black Jack” Ketchum, whose head 
flies off after the hangman drops him.
1865—Hatter-turned-cavalryman 
Boston Corbett, who had earlier cas-
trated himself with scissors to better 
resist enticement by prostitutes, shoots 
and kills John Wilkes Booth.
1717—A Nor’easter takes Whydah 
to the bottom off Wellfleet. Captain 
“Black Sam” Bellamy—richest pirate 
ever—goes down with his ship, most 
of his crew, and four tons of booty. 

2017—“This is more work than my 
previous life,” whines Dolt #45. “I 
thought it would be easier.”
2016—Ex-Speaker John Boehner: “I 
never worked with a more miserable 
son-of-a-bitch in my life” than Ted 
Cruz—“Lucifer in the flesh.”
2011—On the worst day of the largest 
tornado outbreak in history, 324 peo-
ple are killed from Texas to Ontario.
1994—In South Africa, ex-prisoner 
Nelson Mandela is elected President.
1978—A cooling tower being hastily 
built at Willow Island, W.Va. by N.J.-
based Research-Cottrell collapses, 
killing 51 construction workers. The 
company is fined $1,700 per death.
1961—JFK tells newspaper publish-
ers that if N.H.-born editor Horace 
Greeley had been less stingy, his cor-
respondent Karl Marx might never 
have written the Communist Manifesto.
1951—An Air Force B-36—biggest 
bomber ever—is cut in half by an F-51 
fighter during a training flight over 
Oklahoma; 13 die, four live. One, 
TSgt. Dick Thrasher, survived a B-36 
“Broken Arrow” crash a year earlier.
1911—Rep. Victor Berger [Socialist–
Wisc.] files a Resolution to Abolish the 
Senate, which he calls “obstructive…
useless…a menace to…liberties…and 
an obstacle to social growth….”
1865—The steamboat Sultana ex-
plodes on the Mississippi: 1,800 dead; 
1,450 are just-freed Union POWs.
1813—American troops take York 
[now Toronto], then they burn it.

2011—During a speech in Las Vegas, 
Donald Trump drops about seven 
f-bombs, promising to tell the Chi-
nese, “listen you mother______s, 
we’re going to tax you 25 percent.”
2006—Rush Limbaugh’s lawyers an-
nounce that their fine work will keep 
their dope-addled client out of prison.
2004—The SEC says banks can risk 
more money and keep less on hand. 
2004—Frank Lautenberg [D-N.J.] 
says on the floor of the Senate, “We 
know who the chickenhawks are. 
They talk tough on national defense 
and military issues…but when it was 
their turn to serve, they were AWOL.”
1988—Aloha Airlines 737 develops a 
20 foot hole in its fuselage; stewardess 
Clarabelle Lansing falls to her death.
1987—Contras in Nicaragua, “moral 
equivalent of our Founding fathers” 
according to President Reagan, mur-
der American volunteer Ben Lindner.
1975—Daniel Schorr reports on CBS 
that the CIA plotted to assassinate the 
leaders of Chile, Congo, Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic, and Vietnam.
1973—Hot brakes start a fire in the 
Roseville, Calif. railyard, and a train-
load of bombs explodes. No one dies, 
but 5,500 buildings are damaged and 
the town of Antelope disappears.
1945—Shot the day before, the corps-
es of Mussolini, his mistress, and three 
accomplices are abused and hanged by 
the heels at a Milanese gas station.
1789—HMS Bounty undergoes an 
unscheduled change of command.

2014—Despite nine tries, Okla. pris-
on officials miss Clayton Lockett’s 
veins; the poison goes into muscle. 
Without enough left to kill, they dis-
cuss options as he writhes. He ends 
their debate by dying of a heart attack.
2006—During the Correspondents 
Dinner, Stephen Colbert performs 
the first autopsy of a sitting President.
2004—The Commission “investigat-
ing” 9/11 allows George W.[MD] 
Bush and Dick “Dick” Cheney to 
“testify” without taking an oath.
1992—A mostly-white jury in Simi 
Valley finds L.A. police not guilty of 
assaulting Rodney King. Soldiers and 
Marines end the rioting six days later.
1975—As helicopters begin evacuat-
ing Saigon, Marines Charles McMa-
hon and Darwin Judge become the 
last two Americans to die in Vietnam.
1974—The term “expletive deleted” 
enters the English language when the 
Nixon White House releases redacted 
transcripts of Oval Office recordings.
1961—The Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Army says “we cannot win a conven-
tional war in Southeast Asia.”
1938—FDR to Congress: “[T]he lib-
erty of a democracy is not safe if the 
people tolerate the growth of private 
power to a point where it becomes 
stronger than their democratic state it-
self. That, in its essence, is Fascism….”
1899—Hundreds of union miners 
hijack a train in Idaho, haul 1.5 tons 
of dynamite to the mill of the Bunker 
Hill Mine, and blow it to bits.

1993—The first website goes online.
1977—The Clamshell Alliance as-
sembles at Seabrook to fight the nuke.
1975—Saigon falls.
1973—Rabid Nixon supporter Rev. 
Sun Myung Moon gets a green card.
1973—Announcing their resigna-
tions, Richard Nixon calls felons-
to-be John D. Ehrlichman and H.R. 
Haldeman “two of the finest public 
servants I have ever known.”
1971—Medal of Honor recipient 
Dwight H. Johnson is shot to death 
while robbing a Detroit grocery store.
1966—Rep. Melvin Laird (R-Wisc.) 
says that the problem with Vietnam is 
“an administration that fails to inform 
the people fully and frankly about the 
objectives and progress of the war.”
1961—Leonid I. Rogozov, the sole 
doctor at a Soviet station in Antarcti-
ca, removes his own appendix.
1956—Former Vice President Alben 
Barkley concludes his keynote speech 
to the Washington and Lee Mock 
Convention, then keels over dead.
1900—The Illinois Central’s Cannon-
ball Express slams into a freight train 
at Vaughan, Miss. Engineer John Lu-
ther “Casey” Jones is the only fatality.
1871—Despite having surrendered, 
Apaches living at Camp Grant in the 
Arizona Territory are attacked by a 
mob of American vigilantes and To-
hono O’odham; 144 die, all but eight 
are women and children.
1844—Hank Thoreau accidentally 
sets 300 acres of Concord forest afire.

2011—After outliving the Adminis-
tration of G.W.[MD] Bush, Osama 
bin Laden is whacked by its successor.
2006—With stereotypical inefficien-
cy, state workers in Lucasville, Ohio 
jab Joseph Clark 19 times over 86 min-
utes to kill him by lethal injection[s].
2003—Richard Perle gloats his Iraq 
War is over, “without the quagmire 
[his critics had correctly] predicted.”
1972—Proof only the good die young; 
J. Edgar Hoover croaks at 77. 
1971—John Dean revokes a permit 
and tells 40,000 protesters to leave 
D.C. Some do, but many reply, if the 
government won’t shut down the war, 
we’ll shut down the government.
1967—Gov. Reagan says “There is 
absolutely no reason why…a civilian 
should be carrying a loaded weapon,” 
minutes after the State Capitol is visit-
ed by 26 armed Black Panthers.
1963—In Birmingham, 959 kids are 
arrested for being attacked by dogs, 
firehoses, and cops with billy clubs.
1957—Morphine-addicted Sen. Joe 
McCarthy [R-Wisc.] dies of liver fail-
ure at 48. Top U.S. dope cop Harry J. 
Anslinger, who’s been slipping him 
government morphine “for reasons of 
national security,” can quit now.
1940—Mississippi Governor Paul 
Johnson, 60, clubs Jackson Daily News 
editor Major Frederick Sullens from 
behind. Sullens, 62, floors the Gover-
nor and beats him without mercy.
1933—Hitler’s Brownshirts occupy 
the offices of Germany’s trade unions.

2020—Dolt #45 desecrates the Lin-
coln Memorial with a campaign event.
2016—Lindsey Graham tweets, “If 
we nominate Trump, we will get de-
stroyed…and we will deserve it.”
2016—After accusing Ted Cruz’s fa-
ther of being tied to the JFK assassina-
tion, Donald Trump wins Indiana and 
clinches the GOP nomination.
2003—The Old Man of the Moun-
tain is busted by the Law of Gravity.
1995—Alabama Governor “Fob” 
James brings back the chain gang.
1971—Cops in D.C. set a record: 7,000 
protestors arrested in one day [12,000 
over five days]—no food, no water, no 
toilets. Most charges are dropped, many 
arrestees recoup damages.
1970—“[The NVA has] been in a war 
for years and years,” says Veep Spiro 
“Ted” Agnew. “I don’t think they are 
capable…of continuing this fight.”
1968—French students protest; ad-
ministrators call cops. Big mistake.
1946—Wired by a drunken trustee, 
“Gruesome Gertie,” Louisiana’s elec-
tric chair, fails to kill Willie Francis; 
back to Death Row he goes. Gertie 
does get Willie a year later; he’s 18.
1945—The RAF bombs the German 
ship Cap Arcona, believing it’s carrying 
SS officers. Of 4,500 concentration 
camp inmates aboard, 350 survive.
1844—Nativist “American Repub-
licans” hold a “Save the [Protestant] 
Bible” rally in Philadephia’s Catholic 
Kensington district. The ensuing cha-
os allegedly includes flag desecration.

1990—Six-inch flames shoot from 
Jesse Joseph Tafero’s head as Florida’s 
“Old Sparky” takes three jolts and sev-
en minutes to kill him.
1989—U.S.M.C. Lieut. Col. Oliver 
North is convicted of four felonies in 
the Iran-Contra scandal, but a Con-
gressional screw-up lets him skate.
1988—Ron & Nancy Reagan admit 
they’re “both deeply interested in as-
trology,” but deny acting on it.
1970—In Haymarket Square, Chica-
go, a new cop statue replaces one de-
stroyed by a bomb months earlier. This 
one gets blown up, too, months later.
1970—Ohio National Guard troops 
shoot 13 unarmed students, killing 
four, at Kent State.
1961—The Freedom Rides begin.
1942—The Battle of the Coral Sea be-
gins. In four days 14 ships are sunk or 
damaged, 159 planes destroyed, and 
1,565 men killed; it was a great victory.
1940—Nora Joyce tells Jim, “I haven’t 
read any of your books but I’ll have to 
someday because they must be good 
considering how well they sell.”
1927—A motorman “sick of seeing 
that policeman with his arm raised” 
drives his streetcar into a nine-foot 
statue of a cop commemorating the 
Haymarket bombing.
1886—In Haymarket Square, Chi-
cago, demonstrators against May 3rd 
police brutality at the McCormick 
Reaper plant are attacked by more po-
lice. A bomb kills seven cops; a dubi-
ous trial later convicts eight anarchists. 

2022—The Union Leader reports that 
its late publisher, arch-conservative 
William Loeb, had sexually molested 
his daughter and his step-daughter.
2003—G.W.[MD] Bush says “major 
combat operations in Iraq have end-
ed.” U.S. death toll so far: 140.
1999—The New Hampshire Gazette 
resumes regular (fortnightly) publica-
tion in Portsmouth.
1989—“Bill” Gardner, Secretary of 
State for Life, assigns rights to the 
trade name New Hampshire Gazette to 
a collateral descendant of the founder.
1977—N.H. Governor Mel Thomson 
leans on district judges to send 1,414 
Seabrook protestors to makeshift jails.
1975—Tom Polgar sends CIA’s last 
cable from Saigon: “…we have lost.…
Let us hope…that we have learned our 
lesson. Saigon signing off.”
1970—U.S. troops join ARVN sol-
diers in the Cambodian “Incursion.”
1960—Soviets bring down a U-2.
1955—To supplant Harding’s failed 
“Americanization Day,” Ike proclaims 
an equally-doomed “Loyalty Day.”
1944—Jacob Coxey, 90, on the Capi-
tol steps, completes the speech he be-
gan 50 years earlier.
1921—To supplant filthy leftists’ sub-
versive May Day, Warren G. Harding 
proclaims “Americanization Day.”
1894—Jacob Coxey leads a 500-man 
“Army of the Unemployed” to the 
Capitol steps, where he calls for a fed-
erally-funded jobs program. Within 
minutes, police hustle him away.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Give neither counsel 
nor salt until 

you are asked for it 
— Italian proverb

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

  GET ORGANIZED!
Need a helping hand  

to work with you to create the 
space you can imagine?

We’ll declutter,  
then organize the rest.

One room, home offices, studios.
Live happily with the results!
Call or text 603-405-8042 
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