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When last we looked in on the 
Party of Lincoln, Mitt Romney, 
fresh from a narrow victory in 
Iowa, had just won big in New 
Hampshire, trouncing Rick San-
torum, the second-place finisher 
in Iowa, and the suddenly insur-
gent Newt Gingrich. 

At the time, members of the 
Republican Establishment were 
no doubt breathing sighs of re-
lief as professional speculators on 
the televised news-product shows 
pondered whether the primary 
process was over already. 

What a difference a fortnight 
makes — in more ways than one.

Who’s Got the Ballots?
On the night of January 3rd, 

unofficial results in Iowa had 
Romney the winner by eight votes. 
Two days later Edward True, who 
had counted votes for one Appa-
noose County precinct, signed an 
affadavit claiming a 26-vote dis-
crepancy, including 20 extra votes 
for Romney. The state GOP told 
True to sit down and shut up and 
denied any irregularities in the 
count, but by then the chad was 
hanging out of the ballot box. 

The official certification of the 
Iowa results, scheduled for Janu-
ary 19th, became a small-scale 
flashback to Florida in 2000. Ir-
regularities were eventually re-
vealed in 131 precincts — more 
than 7 percent of the total — and 
the ballots for eight precincts were 
apparently missing.

State Republican officials at-
tempted a Whatever Gambit — 
too many votes had been lost or 
misallocated to determine what 
had really happened, so they were 
declaring the contest a “split deci-
sion.” Soon, though, it was appar-
ent that such a solution was too 
amateurish for even the Republi-
can Party. In the end, Santorum 
was declared the official winner 
by 34 votes.

Mr. Not-So-Inevitable?
The result of the Iowa mess was 

awkward enough for Romney, but 
the timing made it worse. On the 
same day this loss was announced, 
he was humiliated in South Car-
olina by a second-place finish to 
Newt Gingrich. After seeming to 
have swept the first two primaries 
earlier in the month, Romney had 
suddenly lost two out of three.

One problem Romney faced in 
South Carolina was being the sole 
target of a pro-Gingrich Super 
PAC. The appropriately named 
Winning Our Future began the 
month with $5 million to spend, a 
sum previously extracted from the 
pockets of gamblers in Las Vegas 
and Macau by Gingrich supporter 
and casino owner Sheldon Adel-
son, the world’s 16th wealthiest 
person. 

Much of that money was spent 
treating South Carolinians to 
a relentless barrage of “When 
Mitt Romney Came to Town,” a 
28-minute neo-noir video epic. 
Replete with references to “for-
eign seed money” and images of 
suitcases full of cash, it depicts 
Romney at Bain Capital as the 
French-speaking “privileged son 
of a wealthy politician” who raked 
in millions by throwing people 
out of their jobs and homes. Karl 
Marx, if he were a living film re-
viewer, would give it five stars.

In addition to the vengeful 
spewings of the Gingrich team, 
Mitt Romney faced another 
daunting problem: himself. The 
dog can be banished to the roof 
of your car and illegal aliens can 
be dragooned into mowing your 
lawn; but when you’re running for 
President, there’s no one you can 
hire to stand behind the podium 
or shake the hands of the great 
unwashed. Not yet, anyway. The 
Supreme Court is probably work-
ing on it, though.

A Knight in Filthy Armor
Romney had been the Republi-

can Party’s presumptive nominee 
— in a reluctant sort of way — 
from John McCain’s 2008 deba-
cle until approximately two weeks 
ago. Yet it took all that time for 
the Party’s Establishment elite to 
finally accept him. Why would 
they not? He is the embodiment 
of the Party’s economic program, 
collecting more money in a day 
from his investments than most 
people earn in a year. 

His conservatism has always 
been suspect. That’s what happens 
when you promise gay activists 
you’ll treat them better than Ted 
Kennedy would.

Another likely reservation, 
which GOP pollster Frank Luntz 
has probably calculated out to 
three decimal places but would 
never discuss on Fox News, is the 
proportion of evangelicals who 
will never, ever, vote for a Mor-
mon.

The Party elites finally managed 
to reconcile themselves to their 

photogenic candidate. Which 
makes it all the more entertaining 
to watch their buttoned-down 
automaton, infamously unable to 
tell the difference between a cor-
poration and a human being, get 
savagely wounded by the cham-
pion of the Party’s own morality-
obsessed populist base — a pre-
posterous knight of Falstaffian 
proportions, fitted out in filthy 
armor. 

America should some day build 
a Hypocrites Hall of Fame, with 
a grand courtyard in the middle 
featuring a towering statue of 
Newt Gingrich — surrounded by 
his righteous and adoring follow-
ers.

The Establishment, of course, 
would never concern itself with 
Newt Gingrich’s moral short-
comings. And why should they? 
When you’re in the habit of gin-
ning up wars on false pretenses, 
buying and selling politicians by 
the carload, and poisoning the 
planet for profit, petty crimes like 
draft-dodging, tom-catting, and 

influence-peddling don’t even 
register. 

The most satisfying aspect to 
this battle royal is that it comes 
courtesy of the Supreme Court. 
Without its Citizens United de-
cision opening the floodgates to 
all that Chinese gambling money, 
none of this would ever have hap-
pened.

Deus ex Machina Time?
Gingrich now has the benefit 

of another $5 million in gambling 
proceeds and his poll numbers 
show him ahead of Romney go-
ing into next Tuesday’s important 
Florida primary. 

On the other hand, his unfa-
vorability ratings among voters 
nationwide put him about on a 
par with communicable diseases. 

Along with fighting Gingrich, 
Romney has his own income tax 
returns to worry about.

Altogether, it’s a tough spot for 
a Party to be in — and it could 
not happen to a nicer amalgam 
of people with diametrically op-
posed interests.

About every six years, when 
it has nothing better to do, the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
calculates the size of the tax gap 
— the difference between what it 
is supposed to receive, and what it 
actually collects. 

The latest figures available are 
for 2006. The gross tax gap, the 
amount not paid on time, is esti-
mated to be $450 billion. The net 
tax gap, the amount the IRS as-
sumes it will never collect, is esti-
mated at $385 billion. 

The Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities took a look at 
the new estimate and was disap-
pointed. It noted that in “the areas 
of the tax code with substantial 
information reporting and with-
holding requirements — most 

notably workers’ wages, which 
employers report to the IRS and 
on which they withhold income 
and payroll taxes — compliance 
is extremely high.  But where 
there is no third-party informa-
tion reporting or withholding, 
tax collections are abysmal.  Sole 
proprietors, a major class of small 
businesses, report less than half of 
their income to the IRS.”

Reducing the tax gap could go 
a long way towards balancing the 
budget. In its infinite wisdom ad-
herence to its Right Wing ideol-
ogy, though, the 212th Congress 
has repealed laws — signed into 
law by George W. Bush — re-
quiring government contractors 
to withhold taxes. 

And, just to make matters 

worse, Congressional Republi-
cans also blocked an increase in 
the IRS’s compliance budget that 
could shave $30 billion off the 
deficit over the next decade.

Victory — For Now
Anyone who has used the in-

ternet for more than five minutes 
during the past fortnight has seen 
the fur flying over SOPA and 
PIPA — two bills intended, ac-
cording to their sponsors, to stop 
online piracy and protect personal 
privacy. 

SOPA, sponsored by Rep. La-
mar Smith (R-TX), would allow 
law enforcement to block access 
to websites found to be violating 
copyright laws. PIPA is a related 
bill sponsored by Sen. Patrick Le-
ahy (D-VT), has a similar intent. 

If passed, they’d be reconciled 
into law.

Due to the nature of the in-
ternet, any and all arguments 
either for or against these bills 
begins with a headlong dive into 
the densest of thickets. We’re not 
going there. Here’s the short ver-
sion: the laws would a) break the 
internet, and b) not solve the al-
leged problem. In other words, 
the whole exercise is business as 
usual for Congress.

We also note with some amuse-
ment that Vice.com has discovered 
a copyrighted photograph being 
used without permission on the 
website of SOPA sponsor Lamar 
Smith.

Hollywood studios are among 
the biggest backers of SOPA 

and PIPA. For years they have 
been throwing around spectacu-
lar claims about 750,000 lost jobs 
and $200 to $250 billion in lost 
revenue. Julian Sanchez investi-
gated those claims three years ago 
for ArsTechnica.com and concluded 
that “we have no good reason to 
think that either [set of numbers] 
is remotely reliable.”

Taking Hollywood’s word on 
matters of accounting is impru-
dent at best. David Prowse, the 
man under the Darth Vader cos-
tume in Return of the Jedi, wrote 
in 2009 that he had yet to receive 
any residuals for his work because, 
though the film had grossed more 
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News Briefs
from page one

The space formerly known as RiverRun Bookstore still sits empty on Con-
gress Street. Seems odd given how hastily RiverRun was asked to vacate. 
No matter, though: the word from Tom Holbrook is that the doors are ten-
tatively scheduled to open at the new location, on the Fleet Street side of the 
lovely Franklin Block, on Friday, February 10th.

than $570 million, it had yet to 
make a profit. Winston Groom, 
author of the novel Forrest Gump, 
sold the movie rights for a three 
percent share of the profit. The 
movie grossed $677 million 
worldwide, but Groom never got 
a dime.

The weirdest thing about this 
flap is that those who are fight-
ing so hard to stop the scourge of 
online piracy are the same ones 
who created the problem in the 
first place. CNet.com, a division of 
CBS — which is now leading the 
charge for the industry — was for 
about a decade the primary dis-
tributor of the file-sharing soft-
ware that makes piracy possible. 

A fellow named Mike Mo-
zart, who normally spends his 
time posting toy reviews on You-
Tube, presents this case pretty 
convincingly  in a couple of vid-
eos at youtube.com/JeepersMedia. 
Another site, onecandleinthedark.
blogspot.com, has scores of com-
puter screenshots backing up the 
videos.

Neither Frank Guinta nor 
Charlie Bass, to their credit, back 

this legislation. Kelly Ayotte did 
but has since backed off. 

Jeanne Shaheen, a co-sponsor 
of PIPA, seems to be on the fence. 
She says it needs to be revised. 

It Is To Laff-er
Though his name is no longer 

mentioned as often as it used to 
be, Arthur Laffer remains one of 
the GOP’s Head Prophets. His 
Laffer Curve still dominates Re-
publican tax policy.* 

Laffer has never been brought 
to account for the disastrous effect 
his theory has had on the national 
debt. Fifty-two investors in Hous-
ton are hoping they’ll have better 
luck recouping what he cost them 
in a private investment.

The investors charge in a law-
suit that Laffer lent his name 
to Business Radio Network LP 
(BizRadio) “for a fee to increase 
the credibility” of the offering. 

They put in a total of $3.1 million 
into what they now call a Ponzi 
scheme. One co-founder, sued 
by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, has already paid a 
$1.5 million fine. Laffer and his 
former colleagues are fighting the 
charges.

Slip-Sliding Away
Reporters Without Borders has 

just published its annual Press 
Freedom Index. Due in large part 
to the arrests of journalists cov-
ering Occupy protests, the U.S. 
dropped twenty places and now 
ranks 47th, behind such beacons 
of democracy as Taiwan, South 
Africa, and — say it ain’t so — 
France. Maybe we’ll start calling 
our favorite part of the Constitu-
tion the .47th Amendment.

Iraq was listed at 130th in 
2002, the first year of the study, 
when Saddam Hussein was still 
in power. 

This year it placed 152nd.
Self-Inflicted Wound

Governments always try to 

hamper journalists because, like 
other semi-sentient entities, they 
have an instinct for self preserva-
tion. The way our modern corpo-
rate media operate, though, they 
don’t have to try all that hard. 

An online article posted the 
morning of January 12th by the 
New York Times’ Public Editor, 
Arthur S. Brisbane, helps illustrate 
why. Under the headline, “Should 
The Times Be a Truth Vigilante?” 
Brisbane asked “whether and 
when New York Times news re-
porters should challenge ‘facts’ 
that are asserted by newsmakers 
they write about.” 

Media critics across the internet 
soon caught the scent of blood in 
the water. Brisbane’s understated 
description of the response was 
that a “large majority of respon-
dents weighed in with, yes, you 
moron, The Times should check 
facts and print the truth.”

Later that day Brisbane at-
tempted to defend his original 
question by pointing to an exam-

ple he had cited in his earlier post, 
“an article on the Supreme Court, 
[in which] a Court spokeswoman 
said Clarence Thomas had ‘mis-
understood’ a financial disclosure 
form when he failed to report his 
wife’s earnings from the Heri-
tage Foundation. The reader [who 
complained to Brisbane] thought 
it not likely that Mr. Thomas 
‘misunderstood,’ and instead that 
he simply chose not to report the 
information.”

In his defense later, Brisbane 
wrote, “If you think that should 
be rebutted in the text of a story, 
it means you think a reporter can 
crawl inside the mind of a Su-
preme Court justice and report 
back. Or perhaps you think the 
reporter should just write that 
the ‘misunderstanding’ excuse is 
bull and let it go at that. I would 
respectfully suggest that’s not a 
good approach.”

And we would respectfully sug-
gest that Mr. Brisbane look up 
“pettifoggery.” 

* Four Republicans walked into a bar 
in Washington one afternoon in 1974. 
One, Arthur Laffer, drew a curve on a 
cocktail napkin, claiming it showed how 
by lowering tax rates, tax revenues would 
increase. Another, Jude Wanniski, an editor 
at The Wall Street Journal, wrote about the 
curve later and put Laffer’s name on it. 
The other two, Donald Rumsfeld and Dick 
Cheney, talked it up to their boss, President 
Gerald Ford. He passed it on to the next 
Republican President, Ronald Reagan, and 
the government has been broke ever since.
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The lift span of the Memorial Bridge seems suspended over downtown Ports-
mouth on the afternoon of January 18th. Contractors have been working 
well into the night preparing for removal of the span. Progress can be easily 
monitored thanks to Michael McCormack’s invaluable PortsmouthWeb-
Cam.com. The Coast Guard will be closing a 600-yard stretch of the Pis-
cataqua River, from about the Seacoast Repertory Theatre to Four Tree Is-
land, to all maritime traffic from 7:00 a.m. Monday, February 6th through 
7:00 a.m. Thursday, February 9th, so that the span may be safely lowered 
onto a barge. If all goes as planned, when our next paper hits the streets the 
span will be shipping down to Boston; and there will be nothing between the 
towers but air, the occasional ship, and an odd gull or two.

 A Plausible Explanation
“When Newt Gingrich speaks, 

he doesn’t look at a teleprompter, 
he looks in a mirror. That’s why he 
talks so much about ‘radical’ and 
‘despicable.’”

— Sam Smith, ProRev.com
Probation Violation?

Hordes of people came to New 
Hampshire for our most recent 
First in the Nation© Presiden-
tial Primary,™ most of them 
welcome. Then there were those 
colleagues of James O’Keefe, the 
infamous faux-pimp. We refer, of 
course, to the wretch who, abet-
ted by various gutless members 
of Congress, destroyed the Asso-
ciation of Community Organiza-
tions for Reform Now (ACORN) 
by means of phony videos. We 
presume that he did not make the 
trek up here himself, since he’s 

still on probation in New Jersey 
for entering a federal building 
under false pretenses while trying 
to sandbag Sen. Mary Landrieu 
(D-LA).

These intrepid individuals ap-
peared at several polling stations 
while rolling surreptitious video 
cameras and requesting ballots 
in the names of deceased Granite 
Staters. They were trying to man-
ufacture proof of the old GOP 
myth that the country is overrun 
by voter fraud. 

House Majority Leader D.J. 
Bettencourt swallowed O’Keefe’s 
bait whole. The Manchester Union 
Leader quoted him saying, “It’s 
clear today that the emperor has 
no clothes and that it’s time to 
undo the damage of the Demo-
crat rule and put some real teeth 
into the integrity of our elections 

by passing photo ID and residen-
cy laws to ensure that this doesn’t 
happen again.”

TalkingPointsMemo.com spoke 
to a faculty member at Rutgers 
Law School, Frank Askin, who 
had a somewhat different take.

“I think it’s nonsense, nobody 
voted, and if they voted, they’re 
facing a five year jail sentence, and 
I think very few people would be 
willing to risk that,” he said.

ThinkProgress.org has reported 
that Nashua City Clerk Paul 
Bergeron said the stunt “appears to 
be a violation of the state’s wiretap-
ping code for one thing, which is a 
Class B felony in New Hampshire, 
in addition to a possible violation 
election fraud.” [sic]

What does it take to violate 
probation these days?

Could be Worse
Depressed by what passes for 

leadership in Concord these days? 
Cheer up, Bunky — it could be 
worse. In Missouri, a Republican 
candidate for Governor, Dave 
Spence, was recently outed for 
falsely claiming he had a degree in 

economics. Turns out it was home 
economics.

First District Primary
The Farmington Democratic 

Committee informs us they will 
hold a forum featuring the three 
candidates for the Democratic 
Nomination for the First Dis-
trict Congressional seat at the 
Old Town Hall in Farmington 
on February 15th, starting at 7:00 
p.m. Participating will be Carol 
Shea-Porter, former First Dis-
trict Congresswoman of Roches-
ter; Joanne Dowdell, Democratic 
National Committee Member of 
Portsmouth; and Andrew Hos-
mer, former State Senate Candi-
date of Laconia.

The candidates will discuss the 
issues in the coming campaign 
and their reasons for running for 
Congress and answer questions 
from the public. Each candidate 
will make a brief opening state-
ment, then the meeting will move 
immediately to questions from 
members of the audience. After 
about an hour of questions, each 
candidate will make a closing 

statement. There will be refresh-
ments and informal discussion 
after the program. Admission is 
free and open to the public. For 
further information, contact Em-
manuel Krasner at (603) 755-
2082 or manny.krasner@gmail.
com.

Press Room Gets Good Press
The February issue of Down 

Beat magazine, in print since 
1934, includes an article head-
lined “212 Great Jazz Rooms: An 
International Listing of the Best 
Places to See and Hear Live Jazz.” 
The magazine describes the piece 
as “a comprehensive look at where 
great jazz and improvised music 
are being played globally — from 
terrific, intimate rooms to the 
most sophisticated concert halls.” 
[Emphasis added.]

One of those 212 best places in 
the world is right here in River 
City — the Press Room, on Dan-
iel Street. Down Beat does not 
mention him by name, but there 
can be no doubt that Bruce Pin-
gree, who books the music, de-
serves the credit for this honor.
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Guinta’s Hypocrisy
To the Editor:
Earlier this month, Congress-

man Guinta met with Dover city 
officials about several local devel-
opment projects. They asked Mr. 
Guinta to assist in tracking down 
federal funds to help bring the 
concepts to fruition.

Congressman Guinta appeared 
delighted to be asked for federal 
money, saying that, “There are a 
lot of things members of Congress 
can do … to help local economies 
achieve their objects.” He agreed 
to reach out to the Economic De-
velopment Administration and 
inform them that Dover’s infill 
projects as well as fitting out both 
mill buildings is something he 
is interested in and wants to see 
work. And he’d like to make some 
calls to find out if the Cocheco 
waterfront development project 
could qualify for financial assis-
tance.

Wait a minute. Is this the same 
Frank Guinta who absolutely 
rejected federal funds for local 
projects during his campaign? 
Who said in 2010, if a project is 
not a federal responsibility, other 
funds than federal funds are go-
ing to have to be found “since we 
have to bring the budget into bal-
ance.” And also: “Being a member 
of Congress today shouldn’t be 
about bringing money back to 
your community or your state or 
your district.”

Does he think that once he 
speaks, the words evaporate, with-
out leaving a trace? That people’s 
memories are too short to hold 

him to account? Mr. Guinta’s hy-
pocrisy is breathtaking. 

Joe Cicirelli
Strafford, NH

§
Guinta’s Extremism

To the Editor:
As a constituent of Representa-

tive Frank Guinta, I receive oc-
casional communications from 
him. One recent missive quoted 
Rep Guinta about Medicare, in-
cluding that “even the President 
of the United States is saying 
that Medicare has to be changed.” 
Well, yes; but the President’s idea 
of “change” does not include gut-
ting Medicare by privatizing it — 
as most House Republicans, and 
Mr. Guinta, favor.

Those who have studied Medi-
care recognize that some change 
is needed; change like eliminating 
waste and making prescription 
drugs more affordable — but not 
privatization. What our President 
actually said was: “I’m not going 
to allow that [i.e. reform] to be an 
excuse for turning Medicare into 
a voucher program that leaves se-
niors at the mercy of the insurance 
industry.” The President added 
that he would not “abandon the 
fundamental commitment that 
this country has kept for genera-
tions” (speech, 9/19/11).

Mr. Guinta works hard to sound 
moderate. But his constituents 
should not be fooled. His glib, de-
ceptive rhetoric cannot be trusted: 
Guinta is a tea-party extremist 
who voted for Congressman Ry-
an’s “Vouchercare” privatization 
scheme for Medicare. His state-
ments may not be extreme, but his 
voting record shows that he is.

J. S. Gardner
Dover, NH

§
HB 1297 Misguided

To the Editor:
Throughout decades of debate 

on how to improve the American 
health care system, one proposal 
has enjoyed consistent support 
among lawmakers and the public 
— setting up a reliable mechanism 

to allow uninsured individuals and 
small businesses to join together 
to purchase health insurance. Un-
der such an arrangement (known 
as a health insurance exchange), 
premium costs would be lower 
and coverage more generous. 

But currently lawmakers in 
Concord are considering a bill 
(HB1297) that would prohibit the 
State of New Hampshire (and all 
its agencies) from “participating 
and otherwise enabling a func-
tioning exchange for health insur-
ance, whether created by the state 
or the federal government.” This 
was discussed on January 19th at 
a House Commerce Committee 
hearing. 

I testified at the hearing because 
my own experience underscores 
the value of a health insurance 
exchange. 

As a federal employee, I had 
guaranteed coverage even though 
I have a serious chronic condition 
(multiple sclerosis). This benefit 
gave me great peace of mind. I en-
joyed choice from a vast array of 
health insurance plans. I knew I 
could not be denied coverage due 
to my pre-existing condition. In 
addition, all these plans were fully 
vetted. I knew they were solvent. 
I knew participating doctors were 
fully qualified. I knew my doctors 
would get timely payment. I knew 
the plans were required to submit 
data so they could be monitored 
for the quality of care provided.

Now that the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) is the law of the land, 
New Hampshire has the opportu-
nity to create a state-based health 
insurance exchange which would 
help many individuals and small 
businesses.

But the Republican majority in 
the New Hampshire legislature is 
determined to do anything and 
everything to stop implementa-
tion of ACA. The constitutional-
ity of HB 1297 is dubious, and 
passage of HB 1297 could result 
in costly court cases.

If this bill were to become 
law, New Hampshire families 

and small businesses would be 
denied access to a health insur-
ance exchange. I am perplexed 
that lawmakers would want to 
deny Granite Staters a way to 
get health insurance in a venue 
that will increase choice, provide 
transparency in cost and quality, 
and promote competition among 
health plans. 

The Republican majority in 
Concord ran on creating jobs and 
improving the economy of New 
Hampshire, but they are not do-
ing that. They are devoting their 
time and energy to social issues 
and ideological causes like repeal-
ing marriage equality and block-
ing measures like implementation 
of a health insurance exchange 
which would bring an economic 
boost to individuals and small 
businesses. 

Joan Jacobs
Portsmouth, NH

§
Ignorance or Indifference?

To the Editor:
At his recent senior center 

visit in Somersworth, Rep. Frank 
Guinta said that seniors “worry 
about the future,” especially about 
Medicare and Social Security, un-
til he manages to “assuage” their 
fears “somewhat.” But seniors 
should worry. Mr. Guinta’s slick 
line is deceptive. 

Mr. Guinta keeps on denying 
the undeniable, namely, that he 
voted to privatize Medicare and 
yes — to turn it into a voucher 
system. He voted for privatiza-
tion; he should have the courage to 
embrace it. He voted to terminate 
Medicare as a guaranteed benefit 
program and to make seniors — 
many of whom have preexisting 
conditions or serious illnesses 
— buy insurance on the private 
market. The premium support 
payments (yes, they’re vouchers) 
would be tied to the cost of living 
and NOT to the cost of health 
care (which has been rising more 

than three times faster). The ever-
increasing gap between voucher 
support and premium costs will 
eventually force seniors to choose 
between, say, food and medical 
coverage. What insurance com-
pany would even want to sell af-
fordable insurance to seniors, who 
are certain to need medical care? 
Where’s the profit in that? 

This is why Medicare was insti-
tuted in the first place — because 
by the 1960s, most seniors had 
no health insurance and couldn’t 
afford it. Though Guinta is too 
young to remember how it was, 
he should at least inform himself. 
Is he ignorant or does he just not 
care about his constituents? Ei-
ther way, he’s in the wrong job. 
He should go back to the insur-
ance business.

Susan Newman Manfull
Portsmouth, NH

§
He Warned Us

To the Editor:
Don’t say Frank Guinta didn’t 

warn us. After a perfectly miser-
able year with this tea partier in 
Congress damaging the economy 
(and getting our credit rating low-
ered), and working hard with his 
tea party leader, Michelle Bach-
mann, to try to shut down the 
government, he now has written 
this in his latest column: “Thank 
you, New Hampshire, for the 
privilege of representing you in 
Washington. Looking back on all 
that was accomplished in 2011, I 
only have one thing to say: ‘You 
haven’t seen anything yet!’ Believe 
me, the best is yet to come.” 

Warn your friends and neigh-
bors that he apparently is going 
to vote again for polluters and the 
top 1 percent. Warn your parents 
that it sounds like he plans to go 
after Social Security and Medi-
care again. Warn small businesses 
that he is going to again favor 
corporations over them, since that 
is where he gets his money. Warn 
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your kids that he probably will 
vote again to reduce federal aid 
and their college Pell grant money, 
and warn your schools and towns 
that he will vote against them and 
the citizens they serve again this 
year. 

Thanks for the warning, Rep 
Guinta. And here is my warning 
to you — you are going to be fired 
this November. Our district is go-
ing to vote for Carol Shea-Porter. 

Herb Moyer
Exeter, NH

§
What Were They Thinking?

To the Editor:
If you think things in the New 

Hampshire House have sim-
mered down, guess again. Last 
week, the New Hampshire House 
approved a bill that allows people 
to drive around in their vehicles 
with loaded rifles and shotguns, 
and to carry concealed guns with-
out a permit. Worse, HB 334, also 
approved, prohibits college, state, 
and local officials from banning 
guns on state and community col-
lege campuses, and on other state 
property such as at sports and 
concert arenas.

For those of us who live in a 
college community, we know all 
too well that the combination of 
alcohol consumption and young 
people can lead to very unfortu-
nate results. Now add a loaded 
gun or two to the mix, and the 
combination could be deadly. 

What in the world are the 180 
State Representatives who voted 
for these bills thinking? The bill 
now goes to the New Hampshire 
Senate for a vote. 

Beth Olshansky
Durham, NH

§
A Change in the Tide

To the Editor:
As the wheels of politics turn 

about the great axis of the world, 
we are sometimes left to wonder 
what underlying factor, what sub-

tle undertow of the human con-
scious, leads to the events we wit-
ness in the world of the electoral 
battlefield. We have seen the rises 
of Gingrich, Cain, and Bachman, 
tower before us like unstoppable 
pillars of conquest, before falling 
again into the reaches of obscuri-
ty. Therefore we may conclusively 
pronounce that the penultimate 
year to election season has been 
no stranger to this phenomenon 
of the popular opinion. However 
it is wholly another thing (though 
opportune withal) for such an un-
foreseen domination of one’s op-
ponents, in the final hour, to oc-
cur in a major voting event, as did 
Mr. Santorum. Until this point, 
the ostensible “sampling” of can-
didates, which the public enjoyed 
throughout the year, has been pro-
fessed to the American people via 
the reports of private polls. What 
makes the result of this most 
proximal caucus, and the primary 
which succeeded it, so powerful, 
is their ability to raise from the 
dead (so to speak) the candidates 
who previously had been cast to 
the four winds of public opinion. 
Thus, as is not often possible, we 
have witnessed the very might of 
said opinion cause the steady en-
gine of the frontrunners to grind 
across the rails, in the most dra-
matic fashion. Some may specu-
late that New Hampshire has set 
aright this spectacular display of 
the giddy whims of the demo-
cratic process, whilst others may 
recognize the results at Iowa as 
a more telling sign of a change 
to the foreseen ballot. The ques-
tion of whether or not this sud-
den shift in our conception of the 
primary, prompted by the change 
in the Iowa vote, will effect the 
result of the nominating process, 
is one that weighs heavily on the 
minds of all those contemplating 
the same. Mr. Romney, who was 
initially thought to have achieved 
victory in the competition by a 

confounding 8 votes, until a re-
port from the Iowa GOP affirmed 
Mr. Santorum as champion by 
34 votes, has campaigned more 
heavily in New Hampshire than 
his opponent; and while the direct 
effects of his presence there has 
decidedly manifested in the polls, 
we cannot yet know how greatly 
the success of his competitor will 
impact the voters in the remain-
der of the nation. What impres-
sion he has left on those who he 
has met, will likely serve to his 
benefit, however the tremendous 
agitation in such close proximity 
to the vote, caused by the Santo-
rum triumph, has all the potential 
and momentum of a veritable 
coup d’état in the Republican Na-
tional Convention. 

D. S. Dexter Tarbox, Jr.
Dover, NH

§
Whose Schools?

To the Editor:
Does the public school sys-

tem serve the educators in New 
Hampshire or the students and 
parents?

Governor Lynch vetoed HB 
542 showing many parents that 
he is out of touch with what is 
going on in the public school 
system. I applaud and thank the 
legislators for overriding his veto 
and putting the control of public 
education back into the hands of 
parents and students.

HB 542 does not dictate what 
needs to be taught in a classroom, 
so the argument that there is an 
“overreach” with this legislation 
is simply false. HB 542 supports 
parents when they object to mate-
rial used in the classroom. Parents 
must pay for alternative material 
and it must be agreed upon by 
both the parents and the Admin-
istration.

Parents pay the taxes that fund 
public schools, and it is their chil-
dren who are sometimes subjected 
to inferior programs. Why would 
anyone object to allowing parents 
to direct the taxes they paid to 
guide their children the best way 

they see fit? The “one size fits all” 
education does not work for many 
students.

[Paragraph holding up the Texas 
public school system as an example to 
be emulated deleted. — The Ed.]

[Paragraph citing anecdotal evi-
dence from an un-named employee 
at a national for-profit tutoring 
franchise deleted. — The Ed.]

The New York Daily News 
recently reported that Mayor 
Bloomberg’s plan could remove 
1,700 teachers from failing 
schools. Unfortunately, nowhere 
in the plan does it state that they 
will remove the poor-quality text 
books many teachers are forced 
to use in the classroom. Ignoring 
again the deficiencies in materi-
als that sometimes prevent the 
teacher from offering the quality 
parents expect.

Several states have passed leg-
islation tying a teacher’s evalua-
tion to the standardized test. Not 
only are students and parents pay-
ing a high price for poor-quality 
programs, unfortunately teachers 
are now going to also going to be 
paying a high price.

I don’t expect we will see large 
numbers of parents objecting to 
any material that is academically 
rich in content. However, if the 
material is “dumbed down” or from 
an extreme political perspective, I 
suspect we may see some parents 
objecting and asking for quality 
materials as a substitute.

I would hope that any legisla-
tion that seeks to empower par-
ents and improve the quality of 
education would have bi-partisan 
support.

I applaud the teachers who’ve 
had to use inferior materials in 
their classroom and have worked 
to fill in the gaps as best they can. 
Not only have many parents been 
ignored, teachers have also been 
told they have to use these mate-
rials because fuzzy math programs 
meet the fuzzy math standards.

Parents know what’s best for 
their children. I would hope that 
educators would be supportive of 

collaborating with parents instead 
of having to answer to govern-
ment bureaucrats who think they 
know how best to run the school 
system.

Ann Marie Banfield 
Eduction Liaison, Cornerstone 

Action: www.nhcornerstone.org 
Bedford, NH 

§
Get GOooh-ey

To the Editor:
On January 16 a pollster report-

ed that a record low of 11 percent 
of Americans approve of how 
Congress is handling its job. I am 
not surprised. More often than 
not I have voted against a Con-
gressional candidate rather than 
for one. My choices were limited 
to two candidates that were each 
bound to their party and indebted 
to special interest groups. Most 
congressmen are more interested 
in raising money to finance their 
next campaign than they are do-
ing what is best for the country. 

There is a process to select can-
didates that will take the money 
out of politics and hold congress-
man accountable. GOooh (pro-
nounced Go) intends to challenge 
incumbents, in the primaries, with 
citizen representatives chosen by 
the members of their district. Join 
me and thousands of others who 
are committed to reforming the 
way candidates are selected. Find 
out more at www.goooh.com.

Irving B. Welchons III
Charlotte, NC
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The Poor Rich

MoreMash Notes, Hate Mail, And Other Correspondence, from Page Five
Frank’s Reflections

To the Editor:
Monday, January 23, Foster’s 

published “Reflections...” by 
Representative Frank Guinta. I 
expected to read about what has 
been done for his constituents. 
After all, we pay his salary! In-
stead let’s just see the emphasis of 
his reflections on his ‘performance 
for us. After his short introduc-
tion I have his extracted excerpts 
beginning in the second para-
graph to highlight what he sees as 
important:

“I reached.... I took.... I’ve 
done.... ...I went..., I made.... I’m 
pleased...my office... . My staff....

“I have.... My weekly..., I held... 

everybody can talk to me.... I’m 
working.... I’m working.... I vis-
it....

“I’m pleased... I’ll tell.... I’ve 
sponsored.... I’ve cosponsored....

“I was honored.... I’m actively.... 
I voted.... I voted.... I only have..., 
I look.... I can.... I’m doing.... I 
am....”

And what did you accomplish 
for the rest of us, Mr. Guinta? 
What about us, Frank? All you 
seem to care about is providing 
us voters with what you want 
us to think — that you are busy. 
I noticed that you never men-
tioned privatizing Medicare, So-
cial Security, Medicaid. You never 
mentioned trying to strangle the 

government’s resources by refus-
ing to support revenue increases. 
Try using first person singular a 
little less and a conscience a little 
more. 

Hiram Connell
Somersworth, NH
Hiram:
On behalf of our readers, we 

thank you for trudging through Mr. 
Guinta’s prose.

The Editor
§

Everyone’s a Critic
To the Editor:
Your Calendar for January 18, 

2004, said Israel’s prime minister 
Sharon praised its ambassador to 
Sweden, Zvi Mazel, for vandal-

izing art in Stockholm that was 
critical of Israel. It’s shocking to 
imagine the scene in the museum 
when Mazel destroyed what had 
annoyed him, but his violent at-
tack did bring back to memory 
Israel’s homicidal record.

Its record includes the 1948 
murder of United Nations media-
tor Folke Bernadotte by Israel’s 
jackals in Jerusalem and even 
more murders it’s gotten away 
with since inflicting itself in Pal-
estine. I look forward to learning 
whether Israel’s fans among your 
readers will stick together as a 
cheering section whenever the 
Israelis terrorize and show their 
urge to kill.

Marjorie Gallace
Camden, ME
Marjorie:
Your reference to “jackals in Je-

rusalem” troubles us. The urge to 
use dehumanizing language can be 
tempting. We almost called a cer-
tain young Republican with a video 
camera a “weasel” in this issue. It’s 
risky enough when referring to a 
specific individual. Applying it to a 
broader class of persons is more dan-
gerous. Please be careful.

The Editor
§

Reactionary Pranksters
To the Editor:
For those paying attention to 

the circus that has become our 

by William Marvel 

Up here in Conway, our lo-
cal newspaper hears often 

from the Sage of Hale’s Location, 
who occasionally offers cherry-
picked statistics to demonstrate 
how beneficial and benevolent 
America’s rich are to its poor. 
How appropriate for such lectures 
to emanate from the most para-
sitic community in northern New 
Hampshire. 

Hale’s Location is an unincor-
porated township of palatial resi-
dences bordering Conway. I don’t 
think I’ve been there more than a 
dozen times — mostly while try-
ing to catch the town clerk dur-
ing her office hour, to determine 
just how much residents there 
pay in real estate taxes (which 
ain’t much). At least twice I went 
there for one of Jeb Bradley’s 
town meetings, among the well-
heeled homeowners who were 
his primary constituency. You re-
member Jeb Bradley: he was an-
other of those congressmen who 

went to Washington as a small 
businessman and came back a 
multi-millionaire — unlike Carol 
Shea-Porter, who foolishly spent 
four years working for our inter-
ests, rather than her own. 

According to the Sage’s latest 
published letter, the poor, benight-
ed rich pay most of the federal 
taxes in the United States, while 
the “bottom 50 percent paid just 
over 2 percent of federal taxes.” 
I will neither certify nor dispute 
those specific proportions, but I 
would like to point out that this is 
the general way the main federal 
tax — income tax — is supposed 
to work. The more you earn, the 
greater the proportion you are 
supposed to contribute. 

Rich folks prefer a regressive 
sales tax. The bottom 50 percent 
usually have to spend everything 
they earn just to survive, so a five-
percent sales tax would claim five 
percent of their entire income. 
The millionaire need only pay a 
small fraction of his income for 
the necessities of life, and can 

either stash the rest or otherwise 
avoid the sales tax. 

It may be true that we of the 
great unwashed multitude pay 
little in income tax, but that’s 
because so many in the bottom 
50 percent have no income at all. 
My household actually comes 
close to supporting the Sage’s 
contention. We fall well under 
Conway’s already low median in-
come, and last year less than three 
percent of our earnings went for 
income taxes. We are not rich, 
and we are not public employees, 
who can expect a pay raise every 
year, so our combined income 
has diminished appreciably since 
2007. My wife has worked four 
years now at the same take-home 
pay, which is reduced weekly by 
rampant, unacknowledged infla-
tion, while my own income has 
followed the downward trend of 
book sales. We don’t go out much 
anymore, or replace our aging ve-
hicles, and every year we put off 
another important home-main-
tenance project. I would be glad 

to jump to a higher tax bracket, 
just so I could afford a new roof, 
or furnace. 

No matter how little we earn, 
however, we still pay through the 
nose for property taxes. Last year, 
before my veteran’s exemption, our 
property tax equaled ten percent 
of our combined income. Mean-
while, Hale’s Location is notori-
ous as a tax haven. The March is-
sue of New Hampshire Magazine 
listed numerous trophy homes 
there that incur ridiculously little 
in taxes. One of them was assessed 
at more than four times the value 
of my South Conway hovel, but 
the taxes were barely half what I 
am asked to pay. 

How do they do it? They sim-
ply rely on their bottom-feeding 
neighbors to supply service in-
frastructures so they can meet 
resident demands and state re-
quirements through contracted 
services. They have no police, or 
schools. There isn’t much crime in 
a neighborhood of half-million-
dollar homes, except white-collar 

crime, so they are safe to depend 
nominally on the strained capac-
ity of our sheriff ’s department 
and call on cop-heavy Conway 
for mutual aid in a real emergen-
cy. They pay a hefty tuition rate 
for any kids they might send to 
Conway schools, but those who 
can afford a $700,000 house sel-
dom have school-aged children, 
or would send them to pub-
lic schools. We therefore cover 
their statutory obligations for 
them, bond-free, by providing 
and maintaining all that school 
capacity and staff — just in case 
they condescend to enroll all 
their kids. 

Residents of Hale’s Location 
couldn’t so much as get home to 
their mansions without wearing 
out Conway’s roads, for which 
they pay nothing. They can’t even 
provide their own election and 
registration services: Conway 
does all that for them, every elec-
tion, for 50 bucks a year. Perhaps 
their spokesman is well suited to 
tell us about moochers. 
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Memo to Supremes: Got Ethics?

state legislature it will come as no 
surprise that the Nashua Telegraph 
has called the GOP majority the 
“merry band of reactionary prank-
sters.” Recently, the Telegraph has 
also called attention to the special 
interest groups who are calling 
the shots for legislation. That is 
why we are seeing proposed bills 
to eliminate the Department of 
Education, privatize the Depart-
ment of Transportation, and es-
sentially force all workers to mini-
mum wage or below.

Not every GOP legislator is 
marching in lockstep with lead-
ership on these issues. One, Rep-
resentative Tim Copeland of 
Stratham, stands out as a model 
of courage for his common-sense 
Republican colleagues to follow. 
Despite retaliatory measures that 
include removing him from com-
mittees, changing his seat assign-
ment in session to create physical 
hardship, and threats made to 
challenge him in a primary, Rep-
resentative Copeland has never 
compromised his integrity and 
continues to voice his conscience.

I am not always in agreement 
with Mr. Copeland on issues. But 
I never doubt that he is acting in 
what he believes to be the best 
interest of his constituents and 
his community. That’s a whole lot 
more than I can say about Speaker 
O’Brien and his cabal of bullies.

Joe Cicirelli

Strafford, NH
Joe:
We are deeply chagrined to learn 

that the Telegraph came up with 
“reactionary pranksters” before us.

The Editor
§

Pop Quiz
To the Editor:
First a pop quiz: Who hearts 

Frank Guinta? OK, times up. The 
answer: the 1 percent, and the 
Honorable Frank hearts them, 
too! After all, they put him in of-
fice, which means he represents 
them, not you and me who live in 
New Hampshire. 

Dump trucks full of Republican 
Big Money are right now all set to 
roll into New Hampshire again as 
they did in 2010, (after, of course, 
a short detour to Wisconsin) 
and swamp anybody who gets in 
Frank’s face. One person planning 
to do just that is Carol Shea-Por-
ter, who renounces Big Money. So 
Carol is toast, right class? You bet, 
because — this is important — 
Big Money equals democracy in 
America these days. 

Time for another pop quiz: If 
the 1 percent wants Frank, and 
the 99 percent wants Carol, who 
wins? Frank wins, of course! You’re 
catching on, class — it’s America’s 
New Math — the 1 percent wins, 
the 99 precent loses. Why? Be-
cause the 1 percent are very, very 
rich, and very, very organized. The 

99 percent, alas, are neither.
However, the 99 percent hap-

pen to be the working stiffs, the 
returning veterans, the unem-
ployed recent college grads, the 
bankrupt, the foreclosed, the 
barely-making-it, the struggling-
to-get-by — in other words, most 
of New Hampshire’s residents. 
However — please pay atten-
tion here — the 99ers may have 
a few small bucks which when 
added together to other 99ers’ 
small bucks equals bigger bucks. 
(This is called Old Math.) Since 
Carol doesn’t take tainted Wall 
Street’s bucks, only small bucks, 
the “small bucks added together” 
is the key to throwing America’s 
New Math into the trash can 
where it belongs.

That’s it for today, class. Hope 
you were taking notes. 

Barnabas Umbrage
Portsmouth, NH

§
Frank’s True Colors

To the Editor:
Congressman Frank Guinta 

revealed his true colors the other 
day in an exchange with the new 
head of the Financial Consum-
er Protection Bureau, Richard 
Cordray. While the Bureau was 
established to protect consum-
ers against abuses by those who 
prey on middleclass and working 
class families such payday lenders 
and companies that charge ex-

orbitant credit card fees, Guinta 
told Cordray that he wished the 
agency did not exist. Apparently 
our Congressman prefers to stand 
with the top 1 percent rather than 
protect middleclass and working 
class families. Cordray reminded 
Mr. Guinta that the Bureau em-
ploys 757 Americans. Guinta, 
who has all along claimed to be 
for job-creation, remarked, “I 
would not object to your being at 
zero [employees].” So much for 
Guinta’s interest in job-creation 
or serving the interests of his con-
stituents.

It’s time New Hampshire vot-
ers put Carol Shea-Porter back 
in office. Unlike Congressman 
Guinta, Carol Shea-Porter truly 
represented and protected the in-
terests of New Hampshire fami-
lies. She stood with the bottom 
99 percent long before the Oc-
cupy Movement shed light on the 
injustices in our country. We need 
to put her back in office so we 
have a Representative who truly 
represents “the rest of us.”

Beth Olshansky
Durham, NH

§
Notes from Subscribers

To the Reader:
From time to time our sub-

scribers add little notes to their 
renewals. They hearten us greatly 
and we’d like to share a few:

“Thank you all — I am always 

happy (and relieved!) to find the 
New Hampshire Gazette in my 
mail — it lifts my spirit! Thank 
you, thank you — Sincerely, Anne 
O., Laconia, NH.”

“Thanks. Great job on the pa-
per! Keep up the good work. PS 
— My mom just turned 88, in 
the nursing home. I believe we’re 
speaking for people like her. Dave 
D., Eliot, ME.”

“Thank you for being a vital 
voice and beam of light in our re-
gion. Let’s hope your example of 
the Gazette will spread and take 
root just as healthy vegetation 
spreads, nourishing the soil and 
stopping the erosion of the land. 
This small gesture of support [a 
welcome donation] is inspired by 
my parents, Helen L. and Brad 
T…, both natives of the area. They 
gave me my roots and taught me 
to think for myself. The Gazette 
may well inspire its readers, and 
by extension our entire commu-
nity to the same pillars of living 
sustainably and intelligently well, 
with regard for our descendants 
and ancestors. In solidarity, Mark 
T., Exeter, NH”

And, finally, our favorite:
“Dear Alleged Editor: I am re-

newing and throwing in an extra 
five bucks because I saw your for-
mer Governor John Henry Su-
nunu on television spouting his 
usual crap. Peter B., Enterprise, 
AL.”

by Jim Hightower

Good grief — how can some-
one so smart be so stupid? 

So clueless? So wrong?
John Roberts is not just any 

someone. He’s Chief Justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court, the 
judicial body of last resort with 
god-like power to impose “jus-
tice” and alter the rules that the 
rest of us are expected to obey. 
But what rules of ethical conduct 

must these nine justices obey?
The answer is: None. While 

there are written codes of con-
duct for every other judge in 
America, the Supremes have 
majestically exempted them-
selves from any such enforceable 
ethical burden. This is now caus-
ing a public stink for the Court, 
since three of the exalted jurists 
have recently been exposed for 
participation in nakedly political 
events to advance the fortunes 

of right-wing corporate interests 
for whom they’ve been ruling. 
This political partisanship is ex-
pressly prohibited by the code of 
conduct that governs other fed-
eral judges, so why should these 
nine public officials be exempt?

Because, explained Chief Jus-
tice Roberts, all nine of us are 
“jurists of exceptional integrity 
and experience.” He added that 
they do “consult” the code, duck-
ing the obvious difference that 

he and his eight privileged col-
leagues can ignore the code with 
impunity. “At the end of the day,” 
sniffed the imperious Roberts, 
“no compilation of ethical rules 
can guarantee integrity.” Wow, 
Chief, how sage is that? Since 
written rules can’t “guarantee” 
your integrity, why have them for 
lower courts, for any public of-
fice holder, or even for common 
citizens?

Roberts proves that you can’t 

cover stupidity with a law degree 
and a black robe. A coalition of 
citizen organizations is demand-
ing that the Court stop toying 
with the integrity of the judicial 
system and at least follow the 
code of conduct for other judges. 
To join the push, contact www.
commoncause.org.

Copyright 2012 by Jim Hight-
ower & Associates. Contact Laura 
Ehrlich (laura@jimhightower.
com) for more information.
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

who you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious cur-

rent is caused by the tide, which, 
in turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the seawater 
that just fought its way upstream 
goes back home to the ocean. This 
is when the Piscataqua earns its 
title for xth fastest current. Look 
for the red buoy, at the upstream 

end of Badger’s Island, bobbing 
around in the current. It weighs 
several tons, and it bobs and 
bounces in the current like a cork. 

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Sunday, January 29 Monday, January 30 Tuesday, January 31 Wednesday, February 1 Thursday, February 2 Friday, February 3 Saturday, February 4

Sunday, February 5 Monday, February 6 Tuesday, February 7 Wednesday, February 8 Friday, February 10 Saturday, February 11Thursday, February 9

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork

Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

Concert Artistry  
For Any Occasion  

&  
Expert and Flexible Piano 

Instruction For All Ages

Paul Dykstra Piano Studio
The Hill, Portsmouth  

(603) 498-1320
ivorywinter@gmail.com

150 Congress Street
Portsmouth, NH
603-766-FISH

3:253:04 3:52 4:18 4:43 5:16 5:39 6:17 6:36 7:18 7:32 8:13

9:12 9:27 10:15 10:59 11:08 11:5910:03 12:05 12:59 1:02 1:55

2:46 3:30 3:33 4:11 4:17 4:52 5:01 5:32 5:45 6:13 6:31 6:55

9:09 9:539:45 10:26 10:35 11:06 11:17 11:46 12:00 12:27 12:44

1:57

1:11

8:23

7:18

1:31

2:45

7:40
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2001—”I am mindful not only of 
preserving executive powers for 
myself,” says George W. Bush, “but 
for predecessors as well.”
2000—Campaigning for president 
in Concord, NH, George W. Bush 
asks, “Will the highways on the In-
ternet become more few?”
1969—Union Oil drillers, using 
sub-standard pipe, cause a 200,000 
oil spill off Santa Barbara, creating 
an 800 square mile oil slick and 
envigorating the environmental 
movement.
1967—LBJ’s pal Bobby Baker is 
convicted of income tax evasion, 
theft, and conspiracy to defraud 
the government.
1964—Kubrick’s Dr. Strangelove 
premiers.
1916—Zeppelins bomb Paris.
1880—William Claude Duken-
field is born in Philadelphia.
1863—In Utah, 400 Bannock and 
Shoshone Indians are massacred in 
four hours.
1856—An attack on Seattle by 
1,000 Nisqually and Yakama Indi-
ans is repulsed by cannon fire from 
ships in the harbor.
1834—Striking workers on the 
Chesapeake Canal riot after their 
strike is met with violence. Presi-
dent Jackson initiates an American 
tradition by calling out Federal 
troops.
1820—King George III dies in 
Windsor Castle, insane.

2005—A U.S. official reports that 
$9,000,000,000 is … well … sort of 
… missing in Iraq.
2004—Arwin Meiwes, the Roten-
burg Cannibal, gets 8 1/2 years for 
manslaughter.  After he is incarcer-
ated, he becomes a vegetarian.
1981—An FB-111A “Aardvark” 
based at Pease AFB crashes near 
homes at Mariner’s Village, about 
1.25 miles northwest of Market 
Square. One apartment building is 
destroyed, no one is injured.
1976—The Supreme Court decides 
that limiting campaign contribu-
tions would unfairly restrict the 
speech of rich people.
1968—Two hundred U.S. colonels 
in the U.S. MACV staff attend a 
pool party in Saigon. “Not one … 
knew Tet was coming” the next day, 
an analyst said later.
1945—A Soviet sub sinks the MV 
Wilhelm Gustloff. About 9,400 pas-
sengers lose their lives.
1835—Richard Lawrence pulls two 
pistols on President Andy Jackson, 
but they both misfire.
1798—Rep. Matthew Lyon insults 
Rep. Roger Griswold on the House 
floor. Griswold calls Lyon a coward. 
Lyon spits in Griswold’s face.
1661—Oliver Cromwell, dead for 
two years, is posthumously execut-
ed and decapitated. His head goes 
unburied for 300 years.
1649—Cromwell and his Round-
heads decapitate King Charles I.

2007—Reacting to 18 gadgets 
showing an LED-illuminated car-
toon figure, Boston transit authori-
ties close I-93 and two bridges.
2003—At the White House, 
George W. Bush tells Tony Blair 
he’s going to invade Iraq with or 
without WMDs, and the diplo-
macy will have to fit around the 
military strategy.
1971—In Detroit, Vietnam Vet-
erans Against the War begin the 
Winter Soldier hearings, testifying 
against U.S. policies in Vietnam. 
Few listen.
1968—The Tet Offensive demon-
strates that Robert Strange McNa-
mara has learned nothing since 1963.
1963—”The war in Vietnam is 
going well and will succeed,” says 
Robert Strange McNamara, U.S. 
Secretary of Defense.
1958—In North Africa, a B-47 
crashes on takeoff and burns for 
seven hours. Luckily the armed 
nuke on board doesn’t go off.
1950—Truman orders the con-
struction of the first H-bomb.
1945—The U.S. Army executes 
Pvt. Eddie Slovik for desertion.
1915—Germany becomes the first 
civilized nation to employ poison 
gas in warfare.
1900—William Goebel is sworn 
in as Governor of Kentucky while 
lying on his back, having been shot 
by an assassin the day before. Three 
days later he dies.

2005—Canada OK’s same-sex 
marriage; world does not end.
2004—Janet Jackson bares a nipple 
on TV; world nearly ends.
2003—The space shuttle Columbia 
disintegrates over Texas.
1974—Richard Nixon meets for 
twenty minutes with The Rev. Sun 
Myung Moon.
1968—In Saigon, General Nguyen 
Ngoc Loan executes VC Captain 
Nguyen Van Lem in front of AP 
photographer and former Marine 
Eddie Adams, who snaps the anti-
Iwo Jima Flag Raising photo of the 
Vietnam War.
1964—Indiana governor Matthew 
E. Welsh declares The Kingsmen’s 
song “Louie Louie,” which every-
one else finds incomprehensible, to 
be obscene.
1963—Fleetwood Linley, the last 
living person to have looked upon 
the face of the dead Abraham Lin-
coln, dies aged 75.
1960—Civil rights sit-ins begin in 
Greensboro, North Carolina.
1951—An inevitable confluence: 
the first telecast of an atomic ex-
plosion.
1926—Col. Billy Mitchell, the 
lone U.S. military officer who un-
derstands the potential of aircraft 
in warfare, is court-martialled for 
criticizing his “superiors.”
1923—In Japan, most of Tokyo 
and all of Yokohama are destroyed 
by an earthquake.

2007—Smelly, oily orange snow 
falls across Siberia.
2004—George W. Bush reluctantly 
OK’s an investigation of intelli-
gence failures.
1972—In Dublin, Irish Catholics, 
irate over “Bloody Sunday,” burn 
the British Embassy.
1970—Capt. Gary Faust bails out 
after his F-106 goes into a spin 
over Montana. The pilotless plane 
straightens out and lands in a corn-
field. It’s later returned to service.
1966—Australians burn conscrip-
tion papers in Sydney.
1956—350 American troops are 
assigned to “reclaim U.S. military 
equipment in Vietnam.”
1952—Winnie Ruth Judd, the 
“trunk murderess,” escapes from 
Arizona State Insane Hospital. For 
the 5th time.
1912—Steeplejack Frederick R. 
Law succesfully parachutes from 
the Statue of Liberty’s torch.
1893—The first close-up in motion 
picture history is shot at the Edison 
studio in West Orange, New Jersey, 
immortalizing a sneeze.
1882—Birth of James Joyce.
1870—The “Cardiff Giant,” hyped 
for months as a petrified, ten-foot-
tall human, is revealed to be a to-
bacconist’s hoax.
1848—The Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo legalizes the American 
seizure of 525,000 square miles of 
Mexico.

2006—Donald Rumsfeld lik-
ens Venezuela’s President Hugo 
Chavez to Adolph Hitler, inspiring 
Venezuela’s VP to compare the U.S. 
with the Third Reich.
1959—In Iowa, a plane crash kills 
Buddy Holly, “The Big Bopper,” 
and Richie Valens.
1956—In Memphis, the Sun stu-
dio simultaneously records Elvis 
Presley, Carl Perkins, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, and Johnny Cash.
1953—J. Fred Muggs, a bad-tem-
pered chimpanzee from Camer-
oon, becomes the first non-human 
primate to appear regularly on a 
television show.
1943—Four U.S. Navy chaplains 
aboard the U.S. Army transport 
Dorchester drown after giving their 
life jackets to others.
1931—The Arkansas state legis-
lature passes a motion to pray for 
the soul of newspaperman H.L. 
Mencken after he calls the state 
“the apex of moronia.”
1916—In Zurich, Hugo Ball opens 
Café Voltaire, hotbed of dadaism.
1811—Future newspaperman and 
eccentric Horace Greeley is born 
on a farm in Amherst, NH.
1793—Shot in the face and bayo-
neted 13 times by the British at 
Lexington 17 years before, Samuel 
Whittemore, a farmer, dies of natu-
ral causes at 98.
1690—America’s first paper money is 
issued, to finance war with Quebec.

1996—President Clinton furtively 
gropes a 22 year-old intern.
1987—RIP Liberace.
1976—Lockheed Aircraft admits 
paying $22 million in bribes to sell 
its product.
1974—William Randolph Hearst’s 
granddaughter Patty, 19, is kid-
napped by the Symbionese Libera-
tion Army.
1968—A considerable chunk of 
Cholon, the Chinese sector of 
Saigon, is declared a free-fire zone. 
The South Vietnamese Air Force 
bombs its own capitol using U.S.-
supplied planes.
1968—Neal Cassady, ur-beat, dies 
alongside railroad tracks in San 
Miguel de Allende, Mexico.
1929—In New York, John Giola 
dances the Charleston for 22 hours 
and 30 minutes.
1913—Rosa Parks is born in 
Tuskegee, Alabama.
1912—Franz Reichelt, an Aus-
trian tailor, tests his experimental 
parachute/overcoat from the Eiffel 
Tower. It is fatally flawed.
1899—Philippine revolt against 
U.S. rule begins.
1894—Adolphe Sax, inventor of 
the saxophone, dies broke.
1869—Birth of Bill Haywood, leg-
endary Wobbly.
1861—Delegates from six south-
ern states meet in Montgomery, 
Alabama to form the Confederate 
States of America.

2007—Astronaut Lisa Marie 
Nowak is arrested for attempting 
to kidnap the girlfriend of another 
astronaut and suspected misappro-
priation of NASA diapers.
2005—A man in a pub in Wales 
vows to cut off his own testicles 
if Wales beats England in a rugby 
match. They do. He does.
2003—Secretary of State Colin 
Powell tells the UN that Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq is bristling with 
WMDs.
1992—George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush encounters a super-
market checkout scanner and con-
fesses he is “amazed.”
1958—The Navy makes its sec-
ond attempt to launch a Vanguard 
rocket. Oops.
1958—A B-47 bomber collides 
with a jet fighter near Tybee Island 
off the coast of Georgia, and jetti-
sons an H-bomb. It’s still lost.
1937—Roosevelt attempts to 
“pack” the Supreme Court.
1934—Birth of Hank Aaron.
1918—Stephen W. Thompson be-
comes the first American pilot to 
down an enemy aircraft.
1914—William Burroughs is born 
in St. Louis, MO.
1897—Marcel Proust meets critic 
Jean Lorrain for a pistol duel at 
3:00 p.m.—the earliest hour decent 
people are up and about.
1861—Samuel Goodale patents 
the peep show machine.

2003—George W. Bush tells the 
American people that Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq is full of WMDs.
1994—U.S. Army Golden Knights 
parachutist Dana Bowman collides 
with a partner in mid-air and loses 
both legs. Nine months later he’s 
back on the team.
1978—The northeastern U.S. is 
clobbered by a huge blizzard; 29 
die, 10,000 are homeless.
1976—Leonard Peltier is arrested 
because … because … well, he’s just 
arrested, that’s all.
1971—New Hampshire’s own 
Alan Shepherd uses a nine iron to 
whack a golf ball on the moon.
1968—North Vietnamese forces 
equipped with 12 Soviet tanks at-
tack and overrun a Special Forces 
camp at Lang Vei. Of 24 U.S. 
Green Berets at the camp, 21 are 
killed, captured, or wounded.
1933—Highest sea wave (non-
tsunami) on record is recorded: 110 
feet, during a Pacific typhoon.
1919—A shipyard strike kicks off 
a General Strike in Seattle. Work-
ers control city for a week. Crime 
drops dramatically. Union bureau-
crats intervene to end it.
1910—Triangle Shirtwaist strike 
ends, workers accept arbitration.
1908—Birth of Edward Lansdale, 
spook.
1756—Aaron Burr, the first Vice 
President to shoot a man, is born 
in Newark, NJ.

1994—British journalist and Con-
servative member of Parliament 
Stephen Milligan is found dead of 
auto-erotic asphyxiation.
1991—The IRA attacks 10 Down-
ing St. with mortars.
1968—”It became necessary to 
destroy [the Vietnamese village 
of Ben Tre] in order to save it,” 
U.S.A.F. Major Chester Brown 
tells reporter Peter Arnett. 
1965—VC attack Camp Holloway 
near Pleiku, killing 9 Americans 
and wounding 137. The U.S. re-
sponds by bombing North Viet-
nam.
1950—U.S. recognizes Emperor 
Bao Dai’s government of Vietnam, 
putting the itself at odds with the 
Soviets and Ho Chi Minh.
1950—Sen. Joe McCarthy (R-WI) 
claims the State Dept. is full of 
Commies.
1926—First Negro History Week 
observed.
1891—Great Blizzard of 1891 
begins.
1848—Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, 
the first man to call himself an an-
archist, begins Le Représentant du 
peuple, the first anarchist paper.
1821—John Davis becomes first 
person known to set foot on Ant-
arctica.
1812—The last, and most destruc-
tive, of the three big New Madrid, 
MO earthquakes causes the Mis-
sissippi to briefly reverse direction.

2001—Knight-Ridder quotes an 
Air Force official who says “The 
public was misinformed” about the 
alleged Democratic looting of Air 
Force One. “There was no china or 
anything like that missing.”
1971—Operation Lam Son 719, a 
U.S.-supported ARVN incursion 
into Laos, begins. It ends in disas-
ter three weeks later.
1962—The U.S. Military As-
sistance Command for Vietnam 
(MACV) is formed in Saigon.
1942—The House Un-American 
Activities Committee recommends 
prison camps for Japanese-Ameri-
cans.
1924—Nevada becomes the first 
state to kill someone in a gas cham-
ber: Gee Jon, a hit man for the Hop 
Sing Tong.
1904—The Japanese make a 
surprise attack on Port Arthur, 
Manchuria, beginning the Russo-
Japanese War.
1855—A 100 mile stretch of 
strange tracks called “The Devil’s 
Footprints” appears in England.
1692—A Salem, Mass. doctor says 
three teenage girls are under Satan’s 
influence, setting off witch trials.
1587—For conspiring against 
Elizabeth I, Mary, Queen of Scots, 
is executed. It takes the drunken 
executioner three blows of the ax, 
after the first of which, Mary is said 
to have said, “Executioner, achieve 
your work.”

2007—A Pentagon report con-
cludes that Douglas Feith’s policy 
office inappropriately manipulated 
intelligence on Iraq.
2001—The USS Greeneville, while 
giving thrill-rides to a group of 
local dignitaries, surfaces under a 
Japanese fishing boat off Hawaii, 
killing nine crewmembers.
1982—George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush denies he ever used 
the phrase “voodoo economics.” 
Then NBC plays the tape.
1971—Satchel Paige becomes the 
first Negro League player inducted 
into the Hall of Fame.
1964—The Beatles appear on Ed 
Sullivan’s show.
1950—”I have here in my hand,” 
says Sen. Joe McCarthy, “the names 
of 205 men that were known to the 
Secretary of State as being mem-
bers of the Communist party and 
who nevertheless are still working 
and shaping the policy of the state 
department.” Years later he admits 
he held a laundry list.
1920—Birth of Brendan Behan.
1914—Birth of Gypsy Rose Lee.
1909—First federal legislation pro-
hibiting narcotics (opium).
1909—Birth of Carmen Miranda.
1904—Japanese destroyers launch 
a sneak attack on Russian ships at 
Port Arthur.
1861—Jefferson Davis is elected 
President of Confederate States of 
America.

2007—Senator Barack Hussein 
Obama announces he’s running for 
President.
2004—The Washington Post re-
ports an apparent six-month gap 
in George W. Bush’s Air National 
Guard service record.
2003—Federal authorities tout 
plastic sheeting and duct tape as 
our first line of defense against the 
Axis of Evil.
1990—Perrier Water is pulled 
from shelves due to benzene con-
tamination.
1989—To evade regulation, the 
World Wrestling Federation ad-
mits in court that it’s an exhibition, 
not a sport.
1971—Protests take place across 
the nation in response to the U.S. 
invasion of Laos.
1962—Captured U-2 pilot Fran-
cis Gary Powers is released by the 
Soviet Union during a spy swap in 
Berlin.
1910—Five members of the 
Bloomsbury group, disguised as 
Abyssinian royalty, trick Royal 
Navy officers into giving them a 
tour of HMS Dreadnaught.
1897—The New York Times first 
proclaims it publishes “All the news 
that’s fit to print.”
1355—In Oxford, England, a dis-
pute over beer between local resi-
dents and university students ends 
with 63 students and about 30 lo-
cals dead.

2006—Dick “Dick” Cheney be-
comes the second sitting Vice 
President to shoot a man when he 
“peppers” his pal Harry Whitting-
ton in the face. 
1992—”I’d like to thank my fam-
ily for loving me and taking care 
of me,” says mentally handicapped 
Johnny Frank Garrett as Texas pre-
pares to poison him, “and the rest 
of the world can kiss my ass.”
1990—Nelson Mandela is released 
from prison after 27 years.
1981—Eight workers are con-
taminated when 100,000 gallons 
of radioactive coolant leak at the 
Sequoyah 1 nuclear power plant in 
Tennessee.
1963—The CIA creates a “Domes-
tic Operations Division.”
1963—The third time’s a charm for 
Sylvia Plath.
1937—The Great Flint, MI Sit-
Down Strike ends in victory for 
the workers.
1926—The Mexican government 
nationalizes all church property.
1919—Emma Goldman is arrested 
for the crime of telling women 
about birth control.
1861—The U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives unanimously resolves 
not to interfere with slavery.
1812—Massachusetts gets “gerry-
mandered” by Republican governor 
Elbridge Gerry.
1790—Quakers petition Congress 
to emancipate the slaves.


