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Dr. Green, the Bootlegger’s Friend
Granite Staters of a certain age 

may recall an old nickname 
for the State Liquor Commission: 
“Dr. Green.” 

The name derived from the 
green-fronted, dispensary-like fa-
cilities the State used to use to ped-
dle booze, at least in the more rural 
districts. A rather cryptic menu on 
the wall listed the available products, 
along with their item numbers. Cus-
tomers marked those numbers on a 
slip of paper, as if they were writing 
their own prescription, then handed 
the slip to a dour old gent behind a 
screen. He’d disappear out back and 
return with the goods, which, on 
leaving the store, had to be discreetly 
hidden in a brown paper bag. 

The whole experience—we’re only 
reporting a vague memory of what 
we were once told, you understand, 
oral history, as it were—reeked of 

furtiveness and disapproval.
Times have changed, but the un-

derlying principle has not. The State 
Liquor Commission [SLC] was or-
ganized, as was the state lottery, to 
shift the cost of government from 
thrifty, decent folks onto ne’er-do-
wells and flatlanders, and it still per-
forms that function. 

Over the years, though, the user 
experience has been transformed. 
The furtiveness and disapproval have 
been replaced with expert market-
ing and overall Wal-Mart-ization. 
Nothing says “Welcome to New 
Hampshire” like a huge liquor store 
right off the interstate.

This more presentable but still 
ethically dubious system was cook-
ing along quietly when, in mid-Jan-
uary, the Union Leader’s Kevin 
Landrigan quoted New York and 
Vermont officials accusing the 

Commission of bootlegging.
Liquor and tax authorities in 

those states, he wrote, “believe there 
is a growing pipeline of cheaply 
bought liquor here that is smuggled 
over to New York, so end users in 
clandestine markets can avoid pay-
ing their own high excise taxes.”

Landrigan cited as an example a 
New York man who was pulled over 
in that state on November 10th. In-
side his van, “troopers found stacked 
floor to ceiling 757 liters of high-
priced liquor bought at five different 
New Hampshire liquor stores.”

Commission Chairman Joe 
Mollica told Landrigan the state 
had done nothing wrong: “If he 
bought it and purchased it in the 
state, and he followed our policy, 
then the state of New Hampshire is 
covered. And I am sure we did.”

An anonymous liquor broker sug-

gested to Landrigan that Mollica’s 
view was perhaps a tad Panglossian. 
“When the [pre-Christmas holiday 
season] gift card is available, the 
bootleggers come out of the wood-
work and flood the store,” buying 
slightly less than $10,000 worth of 
Hennessy cognac at a time. Purchas-
es of over $10,000 would trigger an 
IRS reporting requirement.

Vermont Commissioner of Li-
quor Control Patrick Delaney told 
Landrigan that “while this is not an 
enforcement priority for his state, 
an Internal Revenue Service agent 
recently contacted him about New 
Hampshire.” According to Delaney, 
the IRS agent’s “[had the] impres-
sion that this activity had been going 
on for a long time.”

Mollica countered that “the Wash-
ington Post judged New Hampshire’s 
operation to be the best run in the 

nation.”
He was probably not referring 

to the Post’s article of September 3, 
2015, headlined, “Bartending book 
with drink names like ‘stripper mom’ 
pulled by N.H. liquor commission.” 
The Liquor Commission, it said, had 
shelled out $3,300 for 500 copies of 
The Bartender’s Black Book Tenth Edi-
tion, said to include more than 2,500 
drink recipes. The Post cited only 
the aforementioned “stripper mom” 
and “the panty dropper.” Further 
research has established that other 
recipes included the “gang banger” 
and the “screw me sideways.” To no 
one’s surprise, then-Governor Mag-
gie Hassan was not amused. The 
books were pulled from the shelves. 
No doubt the Commission’s ledgers 

The details of America’s most 
recent inexplicable tragedy 

are as follows: a former student 
of a well-regarded Florida high 
school returned to his alma mater 
on Valentine’s Day while wearing 
a maroon polo shirt issued by its 
JROTC program—apparently the 
only subject at which he excelled. 
He then shot 32 people with a le-
gally-purchased AR-15, killing 17 
of them.

There appears to be a broad con-
sensus that such events, though 
increasingly common, are funda-
mentally undesirable; the ubiquity of 
that opinion paradoxically making it 
unique in American politics.

There is much debate over what 
should be done. Some may even be 
arguing—it’s difficult to tell, given 
the level of obfuscation—that noth-
ing should be done.

One proposed course of action 
seems to be receiving the prepon-
derance of news coverage. That is 
probably because it’s being touted 
by the President and other members 
of his Party, which happens to con-
trol both houses of Congress. That 
proposal would involve the issuance 
of arms, ammunition, and training 
to those teachers who are willing to 
accept them. 

If one teacher in ten, say 300,000, 
accept this responsibility, and all of 
them are issued a relatively afford-
able pistol, that’s one new $150 
million line item right there. They’ll 
need to be trained and certified, of 
course; there goes another $150 
million. Ammo is extra; call that 
$60 million. Altogether that would 
mean an increase in school spending 
on the order of a third of a billion 
dollars, conservatively speaking. 

Teachers have long argued that 
schools and students would benefit 
from increased funding. Media re-
ports suggest that this is not what 
they had in mind.

Proponents of this approach ar-
gue that “the only thing that stops 
a bad guy with a gun, is a good guy 
with a gun.” While that statement 
has a certain rhetorical appeal, being 
a sequence of short, simple words 
arranged in an easily-remembered 
pattern, it seems to fall short as an 
accurate representation of reality.

On the day the Floridian bad guy 
shot 32 people, there was a good 
guy with a gun on the premises. As 
a Broward County Deputy Sheriff, 
presumably he was trained. Appar-
ently that’s no guarantee.

Some people have called that dep-
uty a coward, including many public 
figures who are unfamiliar with the 
sound of bullets passing nearby. They 
tend to agree with the NRA: safety 
is always enhanced when there are 
good guys with guns on the scene. 
Another incident that same day 
seems to suggest otherwise. 

About 100 people were worship-
ping in the Faith City Mission in 
Amarillo, Texas when a thirty-five-
year-old man barged in brandishing 
a pistol. Several of them grappled 
with the gunman; in the scuffle, 
good guy Tony Garces grabbed the 
gun. When the police arrived Garc-
es didn’t drop the gun fast enough to 
suit them, so one of the other good 
guys shot him. His bad aim was 
Garces’ good luck: the bullet hit him 
in the neck, but missed his carotid 
artery. He’s expected to recover.

Many Americans insist rather 
reflexively that “we’re number one.” 
When judged objectively against the 
standard set forth in the Preamble 
to the Constitution—the common 
welfare, domestic tranquility, and 
all that jazz—that’s not an easy case 
to make. When it comes to school 
massacres, though, we win, hands 
down. No other allegedly-civilized 
country comes close. 

Polite folk may be shocked, but 
history gives them few excuses. His-

torians write euphemistically of how 
the country was “settled.” As histori-
an Francis Jennings has made clear, it 
was really an armed invasion. Spoiler 
alert: the guys with more guns won. 
There’s debate over whether the 2nd 
Amendment was intended to assure 
Southern states that they’d be able 
to suppress slave rebellion. There is 
no doubt that guns gave Southern 
whites the upper hand, before and 
after emancipation. The conclusion 
may be regrettable, but it’s also in-
escapable: violence, particularly gun 
violence is, indeed, as American as 
cherry pie.

Stepping up to grapple with this 
issue—and duly registering with 
the Internal Revenue Service as a 
501(c)(4) social welfare organiza-
tion, so as to gain exemption from 
any pesky taxation—is the National 
Rifle Association, or NRA. It has 
two core principles: one, with the 
exception of bad guys and babies, 
everybody should always be carry-

ing a gun; and, two, any resemblance 
between the first principle and the 
fever dreams of the marketing de-
partments of gun manufacturers and 
dealers is merely a coincidence.

The NRA has undergone a dra-
matic transformation since its in-
ception in 1871. Co-founder and 
Civil War General Ambrose Burn-
side’s original intent—should such a 
thing matter to anybody—was the 
promotion of better marksmanship. 
He said with some chagrin that only 
one in ten of his soldiers could “hit 
the broad side of a barn.” Burnside’s 
legacy thus includes an apparently 
immortal cliché, a quasi-epony-
mous facial hairstyle unlikely ever 
to be surpassed, thousands of Union 
soldiers needlessly dead at Freder-
icksburg and Antietam, and an or-
ganization seemingly geared to kill 
more Americans, should another 
Civil War occur, or just Tuesday.

The organization was alive but 
boring until 1977, when it took a 

sudden, sharp turn to the weird. At 4 
a.m. on May 22nd, during its annu-
al convention in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Harlon Carter took over. In 1931, at 
the age of 17, Carter was convicted 
of murdering a 15-year-old Mex-
ican-American boy in Laredo. The 
conviction was later overturned, but 
kept hush-hush until the 1980s. It 
didn’t seem to hinder his employ-
ment. In 1950 he ran Operation 
Wetback, a massive deportation of 
farm workers. Since 1991 the NRA 
has been run by Wayne LaPierre. 
Except for a murder charge, he 
makes Carter look like Mr. Rogers.

Thus stands our imperfect union: 
on one side the NRA, backed up by 
its five million members—and, ap-
parently, Vladimir Putin’s close ally, 
Russian banker Alexander Torshin.

On the other, the rest of us, in-
cluding 150,000 young Americans 
whose school days have been inter-
rupted by gunfire and the ensuing 
chaos. Hang on, folks.
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recorded the venture as a loss. 
Perhaps Mollica has a broad view 

of what approval looks like, or may-
be he’s talking about a different ar-
ticle.

The kerfuffle did not stop with 
Landrigan’s article. In fact, that was 
just the beginning.

On February 13th, Executive 
Councilor Andru Volinsky present-
ed Governor Chris Sununu and 
Attorney General Gordon Mac-
Donald, Senate President Charles 
Morse, House Speaker Gene Chan-
dler, and his colleagues on the Exec-
utive Council, a 23-page memo, “Re: 
Questionable Business Practices of 
the State Liquor Commission.” The 
memo was the result of Volinsky’s 
personal sleuthing, including at least 
one on-site visit, and revelations by 
Commission whistle-blowers.

The memo states that the Liquor 

Commission “has adopted practices 
that appear designed to undermine 
the policy and facilitate money 
laundering.” Money laundering is a 
crime.

Furthermore, he charges that the 
Commission “further facilitates cash 
bulk sales by maintaining inexplica-
bly high inventories of Hennessey 
products at its stores that are conve-
niently located adjacent to the state’s 
borders and near major highways 
for the benefit of out-of-state bulk 
cash purchasers.” It also is said to 
have equipped some of those same 
stores with cash-counting machines, 
“another indication of the awareness 
of the problem by the SLC central 
administration.”

According to Volinsky, the Com-
mission sold $26 million worth of 
Hennessy in fiscal year 2017. That 
represents 3.7 percent of the SLC’s 
$700 million income. That’s a lot of 
cognac for this Bud-swilling state. 

There is already something fairly 

“Sports build character,” it is commonly said. The veracity of that assertion 
is not for the Flag Police to determine. Blatant violations of the Flag Code, 
however, are another matter entirely. The so-called Olympic Games—
played everywhere but in the vicinity of Mt. Olympus—are even worse 
than American football games when it comes to the casual desecration of 
the U.S. Flag. In this photo, according to Military.com, “A fan wearing the 
American flag cheers during the men’s curling semi-final match between 
United States and Canada at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Gangneung, 
South Korea, on Feb. 22, 2018. Fort Shafter officials are updating evacua-
tion plans for American civilians in South Korea should war break out on 
the peninsula.” Let us hope, should the President decide to nuke the Korean 
Peninsula, that the departing Americans will lower the colors before they 
depart, lest they be irradiated in any subsequent nuclear holocaust.

funny about the state being in the 
booze biz. For the state to cater to 
bootleggers, though, really ratchets 
up the irony. However, below its 
humorous surface, this story is re-
ally serious. As Volinsky notes, the 
state may be making itself liable in a 
whole array of ways, and its employ-
ees may be at risk due to the large 
amounts of cash floating around.

What to do, then?
Shoot the messenger, of course!
In a rather baffling document, 

the SLC wrote that “Well-before 
[sic] receiving the accusations from 
Councilor Volinsky, we had begun 
investigating the matter and our ini-
tial findings are deeply concerning.”

The SLC’s document insists that 
“There’s nothing illegal or unscrupu-
lous about making large sales to out 
of state customers as long as our em-
ployees follow the policies in place 
set forth ….” 

The problem, in their eyes, is ap-
parently that “a political figure, who 
happens to be an attorney,” is treat-
ing Dr. Green “like a political foot-
ball.”

–=≈=–
A Parade? OK—On One Condition!
One week ago, in classic Friday-

news-dump style, Politico reported 
that an unnamed “senior adminis-
tration official” had “summarized” 
an unclassified memo on the Pres-
ident’s proposed military parade. 
Trump wants a briefing from De-
fense Secretary Mattis on “concepts 
of operation” for a parade from the 
White House to the Capitol.

National Security Adviser H.R. 
McMaster’s memo “makes clear the 
administration, at the president’s 
direction, is moving forward with 
plans for the parade, and has poten-
tially settled on a date,” according to 
Politico. That date would be Novem-
ber 11th—Veterans Day. 

“Whether the president himself 
will participate in the event remains 
unclear,” Politico’s article concluded. 
“[French President Emmanuel] 
Macron took part in France’s parade, 
riding in an open-top military vehi-
cle alongside the former chief of the 
French armed forces and surround-
ed by hundreds of military men on 
horseback.”

Macron’s parade gave Trump the 
idea to have one himself. Politico’s 
last paragraph gave us an idea for 
a way to make Trump’s parade tol-
erable: let’s arrange to borrow Roy 

Moore’s balky little pony, so that 
President Bone Spur can ride it 
down Pennsylvania Avenue, leading 
ranks of men and women with more 
character than himself.

Alternatively, we could take the 
$20 or $30 million this farce is ex-
pected to cost and use it to fill some 
of the 35,000 vacant positions in the 
VA health care system.

–=≈=–
An Heroic Historical Effort

A Greenland resident, Leonard 
Schwab, sent us the following dis-
patch of historical note:

“If a book cannot be judged by its 
cover, then the nine volume history 
of the Town of Greenland, A Qui-
et Abiding Place, certainly cannot 
be judged by its covers. The town’s 
history encompasses 2,646+ type-
script pages covering the period 
1635 to 2000. Originally begun in 
the 1960s as a labor of love by Paul 
C. and Anna Hughes, the work of 
organizing data and fact checking 
was continued and completed in 
2002 by their son Paul F. Hughes 
(Greenland’s 2016 Citizen of the 
Year). When supplemental pages 
were added, the total number of 
volumes came to eleven over-sized 
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3-ring binders chock full of town 
history that otherwise could have 
fallen to the wayside and been for-
ever forgotten.

“Until this January there existed 
only two paper copies of this remark-
able work, one of which sat atop the 
archival cabinet at the Weeks Public 
Library. Beyond the obvious limited 
lifespan of paper documents, having 
only a single local source presented 
a serious problem for historians, ge-
nealogists, and various scholars who 
might wish to refer to it. For a re-
searcher who might know a person’s 
name or event of interest but does 
not know the associated time frame, 
this would become a major problem 
due to the lack of an index, forcing a 
researcher to take the time to read a 
large portion of the history in search 
of a specific event or person of in-
terest. Also, anyone not located in or 
near Greenland would have needed 
to travel here to do their research.

“Shortly after the Greenland His-
torical Society was rebooted in Oc-
tober 2017 by town residents Karen 
Mason and Leonard Schwab, a goal 
was set to scan, digitize and store the 

entire town history as a searchable 
PDF (Portable Document Format) 
file. Thanks to the generous support 
of local businessman Steve Leonard 
for the use of his Xerox workstation 
scanner, the history now exists as a 
single 80 MByte digital volume, af-
ter the three-month effort to convert 
it to the digital world. The conver-
sion was completed none too soon 
when in early February a Massa-
chusetts gentleman who is a distant 
relative of a long time Greenland 
family inquired by “snail mail” about 
the availability of certain genealogi-
cal data. The Ctrl-F search function 
was well exercised to extract the re-
quested information from the digi-
tal history file.

“The Greenland Historical Soci-
ety is dependent on a very limited 
source of funds from member dues 
at the paltry rate of $10 per year. The 
society plans to acquire a URL ad-
dress on the internet where all things 
historical related to Greenland will 
be found in the future, including 
links to WeeksBrickHouse.org and 
WeeksLibrary.org. After the internet 
address is acquired and the digital file 

Monday, February 19th began with the temperature at 19° Fahrenheit—
approximately “normal.” By Wednesday afternoon it reached a record-set-
ting 74°. Perhaps some hitherto-unknown force struck the region and 
vaulted Market Square a few months into the future. Or perhaps the fossil 
fuel industry has broken the climate; opinions vary. Meanwhile, over the 
past few days, Europe has been colder than the North Pole. This develop-
ment tends to confirm the work of those pointy-headed liberals with science 
degrees who say fossil fuel use is changing the climate. For some reason, 
though, it’s not giving them comfort. It’s freaking them out, instead.

of the Hughes Family Collection of 
Greenland History is installed, the 
society plans to acquire and install 
digital copies of the U.S. Geological 
Survey topographic maps of Green-
land, which have been printed every 
ten years since 1890. If a generous 
donor comes forth to fund the lease 
or purchase of a book-edge scanner, 
then the society would also scan and 
digitize all the annual town reports, 
allowing anyone to search for infor-
mation on specific items of interest 
in the town’s history. Until that time, 
preservation of Greenland’s history 
will continue at a slow pace consis-
tent with the limited funds available.

“For further information or to vol-
unteer for some of the preservation 
work, please contact Karen Mason 
at kjkmason@gmail.com or at (603) 
366-6336, or alternately Leonard 
Schwab at lmschwab2@gmail.com or 
at (603) 661-5209.”

To which we can only add, the 
Town of Greenland, and its resi-
dents past, present, and future, are 
fortunate to have such stewards.

–=≈=–
Maplewood Avenue Graboid Alert!

We’ve been impressed before by 
the efficacy of this town’s SeeClick-

Fix system, which allows anyone 
with internet access, via desktop or 
smartphone, to alert City Hall of 
situations requiring official attention 
[SeeClickFix.com]. 

Now we’re intrigued by the possi-
bility of its entertainment value. On 
Saturday, an anonymous user posted 
the photo below showing the crum-

bling sidewalk next to the empty 
lot where the recently-demolished 
Shaines & McEachern law offices 
formerly stood, along with the mes-
sage, “Looks like a Graboid from the 
movie Tremors just tunneled under 
the sidewalk chasing Kevin Bacon.”

Distribution Record Nearly Broken!
We reported on September 19, 

2008, that Portsmouth’s own Brian 
Wazlaw had set a record for North-
ernmost Ad Hoc Hand Delivery of 
the Gazette. Brian brought a copy to 
the Waldo Arms, “Kaktovic’s Finest” 
hotel, on Barrow Island, Alaska; lat-
itude: 70°07’ 05”N—1,380 miles 
from the Pole.

Murph, who, like many Indo-
nesians and Afghans, dispenses 
with the pretentious use of multi-
ple names, nearly broke that record 
recently. He brought a copy of our 
February 2nd paper to the Mag-
ic Mountail Lodge in Lyngseidet, 
Norway; latitude 69° 34’ 57” N. By 
our measure, and with a little help 
from Google Earth, that’s just about 
50 miles farther south than Kak-
tovic.
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Take to the Streets 
To the Editor:
At some point between the brief 

time span separating the mass slaugh-
ter on the streets of Las Vegas and the 
Valentine’s Day massacre in the Park-
land high school I came across a rele-
vant YouTube video. It featured Keith 
Richards of The Rolling Stones and 
rocker Sheryl Crow. Richards was dis-
cussing the Stones’ 1968 song, “Street 
Fighting Man,” which was banned in 
some U.S. cities. The gist of the mes-
sage was that of taking to the streets in 
protest of injustice or to rally in favor 
of a worthy cause. Crow agreed, saying 
that the song is pertinent now and is 
the anthem for what is happening in 
America right this second. 

Taking to the streets en masse or 
speaking directly to legislators rep-
resent time-honored mores of our 
democracy since its very beginning. 
Whether demonstrating in support 
of issues like women’s rights, racial 
equality or environmental concerns 
of Native Nations at Standing Rock, 
taking action is imperative. Conversely, 
acting in opposition to affronts such as 
a senseless war, the Northern Pass or 
to the rampant availability of AR-15 
assault rifles and 30-round magazines, 
peacefully speaking out is an essential 
right under the First Amendment of 
our Constitution. 

In retracing the origins of “Street 
Fighting Man,” Richards reminds 
viewers that “America wouldn’t be 
here if it wasn’t for people going to the 
streets.” 

All Americans have been trauma-
tized by the never-ending gun violence 
(so often committed by Americans) 
against innocent citizens, whether in 
school, in church, at a concert or at 
about any place where people gather. 
Time after time we’ve said this has 
to stop. But with our vomitous au-
tocrat-in-chief and his right-wing 
minions in Congress so monetarily 
influenced by NRA lobbying power, 
nothing meaningful has changed. 

Now, Trump’s toilet paper bandage 
to school massacres is to arm teachers. 
More guns, not less. Overwhelming-
ly, teachers, cops, students and their 
parents don’t want any part of such a 

ridiculous idea. For one thing, they un-
derstand Murphy’s law: “anything that 
can go wrong will go wrong.” Making 
assault weapons illegal would lessen 
the chances of that adage’s probability 
without arming educators. 

Nearly 70 years ago President Tru-
man said in a message to Congress, 
“Once a government is committed 
to the principle of silencing the voice 
of opposition, it has only one way to 
go, and that is down the path of in-
creasingly repressive measures, until 
it becomes a source of terror to all its 
citizens and creates a country where 
everyone lives in fear.” The Rolling 
Stones’ song says this in a different 
way! 

I’m so proud of the Parkland sur-
vivors and students all across this 
country for the courage, resilience and 
energy they’re so clearly expressing in 
words and actions. With Truman’s and 
the Stones’ message in mind, I encour-
age them not to give up and for all of 
us who are older to join their efforts 
toward significant gun control. There 
exist many restrictions which would 
uphold responsible gun owners’ rights 
while helping to protect people just 
innocently carrying on with their lives. 

Paul Nichols
Loudon, N.H.
Paul:
Thanks for writing. It is always a de-

light to assist a former Marine with a 
Purple Heart when he’s busting up an old 
stereotype.

The Editor
–=≈=–

You Call That Interference? 
To the Editor:
Notwithstanding any Russian in-

terference in U.S. elections, how many 
times has the U.S government (CIA) 
intervened in the internal affairs of 
numerous countries from Iran (1953), 
Guatemala (1954), Cuba (1961), 
Chile (1973) and others such as Syr-
ia today. (See William Blum’s Killing 
Hope: U.S. Military and CIA Interven-
tions Since WW II).

About a month ago, Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson said: “the U.S. will 
maintain a military presence in Syria 
… insuring ISIS cannot re-emerge.” 
Tillerson also stated that the U.S. is 

committed to regime change in Syr-
ia. As Syria is a sovereign nation, by 
what authority are some 2,000 Amer-
ican troops in Syria and an unknown 
number of Special Forces inside Syr-
ia? Moreover, who has authorized the 
building of a permanent U.S. military 
base there? As far as I know, there has 
been no Congressional authorization 
for sending and keeping these 2,000+ 
troops inside Syria. What about inter-
national law, the U.S. Constitution and 
the 1973 War Powers Act concerning 
placing our military in harm’s way? It 
would appear that the corporate-con-
trolled Congress abdicates its respon-
sibility in pledging to support and 
uphold the Constitution. 

Who is encouraging the U.S. to en-
gage in regime change in Syria? None 
other than our strongest “ally,” Israel, 
and the terrorist-sponsoring Saudi re-
gime. Naturally, the real target is Iran 
whose government Israel wants gone 
(as it also lobbied in 2002 for remov-
ing Saddam).

Is U.S. preparing for another war? 
“Oh, what a tangled web we weave 
when first we practice to deceive.” 

Will Thomas
Auburn, N.H.
Will:
Lo and behold: another veteran heard 

from, also dissenting from the knee-jerk, 
militaristic stereotype. Thank you for rais-
ing the red flag about what may prove to 
be our next idiotic war.

Ex-U.S. Rep. and current radio talk 
show blatherer Joe Walsh [R-Ill.], tweet-
ed Tuesday that he was proud to be “hon-
ored with an award by Jerusalem TV as 
one of #70at70. One of 70 non-Israelis 
who have most stridently [sic] supported 
#Israel.” That prompted one John Cardel-
la to respond, “So you support Israel and 
their strict gun laws, universal health 
care and paid abortions? Why don’t you 
support that here?”

If he (a) knew what he was doing, 
which is doubtful, and (b) was honest, 
which would be politically suicidal, Walsh 

would reply, “I am a Republican, ergo, I 
am a hypocrite.”

The Editor
–=≈=–

Incomplete Text in the Rant of February 16 
To the Editor:
In column two, where it states “…

occupies the lavish unit of public 
housing …” the text should should 
more completely state, “ … occupies 
the lavish unit of public housing pre-
viously occupied by a black family of 
better credentials and greater intelli-
gence …”.

Leonard Schwab
Greenland, N.H.
Leonard,
[In the voice of Sydney Greenstreet 

playing Kasper Gutman in The Maltese 
Falcon] Right you are, sir, right you are. 
We extend our most sincere apologies for 
our careless omission.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Amend to Protect Our Future 
To the Editor:
I recently testified before the New 

Hampshire House Municipal & 
County Government Committee in 
favor of the New Hampshire Commu-
nity Rights Amendment, CACR19. 
Local people from the Towns of New 
Hampshire do not find it difficult to 
understand how the structure of law 
and government work to deny us our 
individual rights enumerated within 
our state Bill of Rights. 

There’s been concern expressed 
over whether the proposed state con-
stitutional amendment is propos-
ing unlimited Home Rule for New 
Hampshire municipalities, after all, 
New Hampshire is a Dillon’s Rule 
state! Dillon’s Rule is a legal doctrine 
that says towns are only empowered 
to enact laws permitted by the State. 
The State is the parent, the Munici-
pality is the child. Home Rule is a legal 

doctrine that empowers towns to pass 
laws that are not specifically prohib-
ited by the State. The problem is that 
both doctrines allow preemption to 
override local law-making that affords 
greater protections than provided by 
state and federal laws. 

I would describe CACR19 as a 
“limited home rule” amendment, of-
fering a narrow portal of allowable 
municipal laws that are not subject to 
punitive preemption, thereby protect-
ing municipalities from certain kinds 
of legal action. 

And, clearly, we do not have to be a 
home rule state to empower munici-
palities with forms of home rule au-
thority. As a matter of fact, we already 
do! During the Onassis Oil Refinery 
debacle in the mid-70’s, the legislature 
saw fit to pass HB 18 leading to RSA 
31:109 and 47:27, which reaffirmed 
the Town’s home rule decision-mak-
ing authority over refinery siting in 
both towns and cities.

Government is supposed to protect 
the people and regulate corporations, 
not protect corporations and regulate 
the people. Yet the current structure 
of law and government renders the 
people within a community as abused 
children; corporations as the abuser; 
with the state as the enabler of the 
abuse through the issuance of land-use 
permits that legalize the abusive activ-
ity; then the courts are there to protect 
the abuser from the abused when they 
attempt to stop the abuse! 

If I were truly speaking of an abused 
child, there would be outrage over 
such a system that would legalize child 
abuse, protect the abuser and punish 
the abused for trying to stop the abuse, 
and yet I am talking about children; 
their mothers, their fathers, and other 
family members too. We all make up 
our communities. We are the fami-
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lies that live, work and play amongst 
legalized harmful corporate activities 
that reduce our property values, kill 
our local economies, and contaminate 
our air, water and soil; leaving us sick, 
sometimes prematurely dead, and we 
just keep on keeping on. 

CACR19 is the only way to stop the 
abuser because it empowers the abused 
with legal authority to stop the abuse 
and instructs the courts to protect the 
abused from the abuser and no longer 
the other way around. Learn more at 
www.nhcommunityrights.org.

Michelle Sanborn
NHCRN President
Alexandria, N.H.

–=≈=–
Let the People Vote on CACR19 

To the Editor:
On February 6th, the New Hamp-

shire Community Rights Amend-
ment, CACR19, inspired so many 
supportive citizen testimonies that its 
House Municipal & County Gov-
ernment committee hearing ran 90 
minutes rather than the scheduled 30. 
The following week, CACR19 left its 
subcommittee with a 3-2 bi-partisan 
vote recommending it ought-to-pass. 

The next step is CACR19’s execu-
tive session on Tuesday, February 27th, 
at 9 a.m. in Room 301 of Concord’s 
Legislative Offices Building. The 
complete House Municipal & Coun-
ty Government committee will vote 
how to recommend CACR19 to the 
full New Hampshire House. If recom-
mended ought-to-pass and approved 
in both New Hampshire House and 
Senate by three-fifths majority, then 
a two-third vote by the New Hamp-
shire people would establish CACR19 
as Article 40 of New Hampshire’s Bill 
of Rights.

Supported by nine bi-partisan 
co-sponsors, CACR19 seeks to codify 

the recognized constitutional right of 
New Hampshire citizens to pass local 
laws by majority vote to protect their 
human communities and the natu-
ral ecosystems (e.g. air, water, soil) on 
which they depend—so long as any 
locally-made laws do not infringe on 
real persons’ existing rights under state 
and federal constitutions and laws. 

CACR19 would give New Hamp-
shire citizens real voices against harm-
ful corporate interests that routinely 
and successfully lobby legislatures and 
petition courts to apply state preemp-
tion to nullify local ordinances and 
any say New Hampshire people have 
over where they live and what projects 
come into their communities. 

Plymouth’s Rep. Steven Rand 
(D) outlines the solution CACR19 
would offer legislators and constitu-
ents: “We represent constituents to 
create statutes, but the people repre-
sent themselves constitutionally. The 
constitution is higher than statutes. 
Giving them the chance to vote on 
CACR19 is the one thing we can 
do to support their ability to protect 
their health, safety, and welfare. It will 
help them expand, not decrease their 
rights.”

Rep. Vincent Migliore (R) of 
Bridgewater, a self-identified conser-
vative, believes that “In lieu of revolu-
tion, CACR19 offers a peaceful way 
for people to self-govern when the 
need arises.” To those worried over 
CACR19’s scope, the NRA member 
quotes the amendment itself: “Local 
laws adopted pursuant to this article 
shall not weaken existing protections 
for, or constrict the fundamental rights 
of, natural persons, or their local com-
munities, or nature, as those protec-
tions and rights are secured by local, 
state, federal, or international law.”

Jaffrey’s Rep. Franklin Sterling (R) 
shockingly retorts that “New Hamp-

shire is not a democracy, it is a republic. 
This amendment changes our form of 
government to democracy and we are 
not a democracy.”

In response, Swanzey’s Rep. Bruce 
Tatro (D) asserts that New Hampshire 
indeed is a democracy: “CACR19 is an 
amendment to a constitution that was 
formed by the people of the state. The 
people should have the opportunity to 
vote this amendment up or down. I’m 
not in favor of short-circuiting that.”

For more information on CACR19 
and the community rights movement 
in New Hampshire, please visit www.
nhcommunityrights.org.

Adam Tardif
Newmarket N.H.

–=≈=–
Single Payer Will Boost Economy 

To the Editor:
America spends more than twice as 

much on healthcare as the average de-
veloped country (almost one-fifth of 
its GDP—the world’s largest share), 
yet it ranks very low, and in some cas-
es, last, among developed countries in 
all major health care categories such as 
infant mortality, life expectancy, heart 
and lung disease rates and teen preg-
nancies.

We pay $8,745 per capita, versus an 
average of $3,484, causing many citi-
zens to go bankrupt from the medical 
expenses. The primary reason that we 
pay so much more, and get less than 
other advanced nations, is that we 
have an insane employer-based health 
insurance “system” consisting of thou-
sands of for-profit medical insurance 
companies, whose main motivation is, 
not to administer to your well-being, 
but to make higher profits for their 
executives and shareholders.

Not only is this system not healthy 
for American patients but it is also 
terrible for businesses. It compels the 
business community to shoulder the 
enormous non-operational expense 
of providing health insurance to their 
employees, to the detriment of ac-

tually operating their business. The 
current system often forces business 
leaders to limit their number of em-
ployees and the number of hours that 
they are hired to work. It encourages 
businesses to outsource or export jobs 
overseas where they can escape pro-
viding healthcare. It keeps them from 
maintaining a healthy workforce and 
providing competitive wages and ben-
efits. Most of all, it prevents businesses 
from innovating, expanding and mak-
ing profits. The current system also 
deters Americans from starting-up 
their own businesses. Despite it all, the 
business community continues to be 
the major pillar holding up this decay-
ing structure.

Establishment politicians, bought 
and paid for by industry lobbyists, 
won’t listen to the people, but will 
surely listen to American’s business 
leaders who should inform their elect-
ed officials that they’ve had enough 
and that Single-Payer Healthcare (i.e. 
Medicare for All), with greatly low-
ered administrative costs, like Medi-
care, is the only sensible solution. The 
American economy would save about 
$500 billion per year while all citizens 
would receive quality healthcare and 
businesses could concentrate solely on 
production and making profits.

Wayne H. Merritt
Dover, N.H.
Wayne:
Have you ever thought about going on 

a road trip, visiting all New Hampshire’s 
largest businesses, and getting their CEOs 
to sign a petition demanding Medicare 
for All?

Your argument ought to convince them, 
and a long list of their names might con-
vince some Republicans to be less stupid.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Our Spineless “Leaders” 
To the Editor:
In response to yet another mass 

shooting involving an assault type 
weapon, our spineless “leaders” in 
Congress are proposing raising the age 
for purchasing an assault weapon to 21 
years old. If you look at the history of 
all mass shootings in the United States 
since 2000, it is very obvious that in-
creasing the age to purchase an assault 

weapon would have very limited im-
pact.

Since 2000, there have been 31 mass 
shootings, not including the Texas 
motorcycle gang shootout involving 
dozens of shooters. Of the 31 shoot-
ings, five involved a shooter less than 
21 years old, or 16 percent of the mass 
shootings. Of those five, three used an 
assault-type weapon, and in the Sandy 
Hook event, the 20-year-old shooter 
did not buy the weapon but used an 
assault weapon his mother owned. As 
such, nine percent of all mass shoot-
ings in America since 2000 were com-
mitted by a person less than 21 years of 
age using an assault type weapon. This 
means that the proposed legislation 
would not have made any difference 
in more than 91 percent of the mass 
shootings (Metro.us news, February 
14th).

Reviewing the above data clearly 
tells you why Congress, at the behest 
of the NRA, prohibited the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) from conducting gun vio-
lence research. As an epidemiolo-
gist, I was trained to evaluate adverse 
health events, including intentional 
injury, based on an analysis of the per-
son, place and time of the events. The 
goal in any epidemiology study is to 
evaluate all the risk factors leading to 
the event and working to identify the 
weakest link in the chain of causation, 
including the agent, host and environ-
ment, to help prevent future events. 
When you analyze the 31 mass shoot-
ing events, the key risk factors that 
emerge are that in all but one of the 
cases (one involved a man and a wom-
an), men were the shooters, in most of 
those involving a large number of vic-
tims, an assault type weapon was used, 
and the median age was about 32. The 
age range was from 16 to 64 years old.

If we were to take appropriate pub-
lic health prevention action based on 
these data, clearly assault weapons 
should be banned for males at any 
age. Since singling out males might be 
considered unconstitutional, assault 
type weapons should be banned for 
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The Northcountry Chronicle

Life in Monowi

from page five

by William Marvel

Three summers ago we drove 
out to northern Nebraska for 

my in-laws’ 60th wedding anni-
versary. It turned into a days-long 
celebration at my favorite brother-
in-law’s ranch near the Niobrara 
River—on a gravel road 18 miles 
north of the nearest town and 
14 miles south of the next house. 
During the days we were there I 
saw only one vehicle on the road 
that wasn’t carrying family mem-
bers, who swarmed in by platoons 
and claimed all the open space for 
campsites.

On the day I left I got up at 4:00 
a.m. and went outside to wake my 
stepdaughter, who was tenting solo 
somewhere between the Kansas 
City delegation and the tribes from 
western and southeast Kansas. She 
had to catch a late-morning flight 
from Omaha, over 250 miles away, 
so we headed toward the Missouri 
River with the sun rising so early 
and so far to the north that I initially 
mistook it for the glow of lights in 
Yankton. Early in our pilgrimage we 
passed close to, but not through, the 
village of Monowi, Nebraska, popu-

lation one.
Monowi was once a lively little 

farm community with a railroad 
running nearby. It barely exceeded 
a hundred residents at its height, 
which came around 1930. The 1940 
census recorded exactly 99 men, 
women, and children living there. 
The Depression had hit hard, and 
of the 29 residents in 1940 who had 
jobs, 14 were publicly employed, 
mostly by the CCC and the WPA. 
The only working woman in town 
was the assistant postmaster, whose 
father—named Frank Post, believe 
it or not—was the postmaster. The 
rest were mostly farm hands or rail-
road workers, with a blacksmith, 
carpenter, and mechanic for trades-
men. Monowi had one grocery store, 
and one man ran a “beer parlor.”

A bar called the Monowi Tavern 
is the only business still operating 
there, run by the only remaining res-
ident, Elsie Eiler. Elsie was born on 
her father’s farm on the edge of the 
village in the first year of Franklin 
Roosevelt’s administration. Her hus-
band, Rudy, was born in the village 
in the last year of Herbert Hoover’s 
presidency, and after serving in the 
Air Force during the Korean War 

he married Elsie and went to work 
for the railroad. Between 1960 and 
1970 the village shrank from 40 in-
habitants to 16, and in 1971 Rudy 
and Elsie opened the tavern in what 
was clearly a dying town.

They were the last two residents at 
the turn of the millennium, yet the 
ever-optimistic Rudy started build-
ing Monowi’s first library, which 
Elsie finished and opened after his 
death in 2004. Now she and her na-
tive village are one, and patrons from 
near and far stop to sip cold beer and 
sample what comes off her grill. It’s 
the most likely spot for a traveler to 
get a satisfying meal on the Outlaw 
Trail between Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Valentine, Nebraska. The tavern, 
the library, and her house are sur-
rounded by decaying and collapsing 
homes, a precariously tipsy grocery 
store, an abandoned one-room 
school, and an empty grain eleva-
tor; away off on the banks of Ponca 
Creek stands a derelict Methodist 
church untouched and unattend-
ed in over half a century. The most 
densely populated nearby place is 
the Alford Cemetery, where Rudy 
rests and where Elsie will inevitably 
lie in a few years.

Elsie Eiler’s story is well known, 
and most of the people who know 
it seem to pity her the isolation and 
ennui of her fate. That seems to strike 
her as funny. She has been granted a 
gift that few today are allowed to en-
joy. In a life that has lasted through 
fourteen presidents, she has never 
had to turn her back on the home 
she first knew. Like many people in 
their ninth or tenth decades, she has 
watched all the friends and relatives 
of her youth pass from the earth, and 
she is the repository for the memo-
ries of an entire village. Each of the 
crumbling buildings of Monowi is 
the scene of some of those memo-
ries, and so long as she lives, so will 
her vanished neighbors.

When strangers in my com-
munity have tried to engage me in 
conversation, their introductory 
question is usually where I’m from. 

I’ve always regarded that as a symp-
tom of tourist saturation, but it may 
simply reflect the American addic-
tion to transiency. Living in a house 
my parents bought before I was 
born, I can easily comprehend why 
Elsie hangs on in Monowi. A glance 
in any direction, inside the house or 
outside, reminds me of myriad little 
episodes and interactions for which 
I alone am left to tell the tale.

Personal attachment to place is 
one of the most lamentable casu-
alties of a seductive society con-
ditioned to thirst for activity and 
acquisition. Succeeding generations 
that have been regularly uprooted 
and transplanted since childhood 
have developed a sense of disposable 
community. The luckier children 
grow up in only one spot; as adults 
they may find that “nice place to 
raise kids,” and many move yet again 
for retirement. For others the dis-
placement is much more frequent. 
Through numerous houses in dif-
ferent towns and states, the appar-
ent goal at each step is too improve 
property values until one cuts the 
traces. Therein lies the predominate 
value of place in a world Elsie Eiler 
rejects.

all non-military or law enforcement 
purposes. To suggest that simply 
raising the legal age to purchase an 
assault type weapon to 21 will make 
any real difference ignores reality 
and science, something not unique 
to gun violence these days. This pro-
posal is nothing more than a sham 
and cover for politicians to say that 
they did something to respond to 
the epidemic of gun violence, while 
in reality still allowing the agent (as-
sault weapons) to be legally available 
to the people who most often use 
them for mass murder. 

Rich DiPentima, MPH
Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:
You nailed it.
The Editor

–=≈=–
It’s The Ammo 

To the Editor:
During my stay as a Med-

ic-in-training at Shepard AFB in 
1970, we were introduced to a new 
high-velocity round being used by 
U.S. forces in Viet Nam. Unlike 
conventional handgun or rifle pro-
jectiles that punched holes in the 
body, this one struck at extremely 

high velocity and radiated devas-
tating shockwaves throughout the 
entire zone of impact (a medical 
event called cavitation). It didn’t just 
lacerate your liver, it turned the en-
tire organ into unrepairable mush. 
It didn’t just penetrate your thigh, it 
pulverized your entire leg. And, you 
didn’t need to be a good shot—just 
hit your adversary anywhere on the 
body and it will end his tour. Great 
news for the shooter, but very bad 
news for the medical staff charged 

with repairing the damage or saving 
a life.

Take a moment to envision what 
one or more of these high-velocity 
rounds might do to the youthful 
body of your still-developing son or 
daughter.

Now, hold that thought.
NRA proponents will tell you the 

AR-15 is simply another semi-auto-
matic hunting rifle, and in one sense, 
they’re right. It’s not a machine gun 
and it doesn’t spit super-heated plas-
ma balls at the enemy. However, the 

reason it looks different is because it 
is especially adapted to fire a lot of 
high-velocity rounds from high-ca-
pacity magazines in rapid succession 
without overheating. It’s more of a 
“specialty” hunting rifle designed 
to eradicate an entire herd of ani-
mals—or a room full of humans—in 
two minutes or less.

The bad news is, there are millions 
of AR-15s already in circulation, so 
banning their sale tomorrow would 
do little to shut down the supply. The 
good news that nobody ever seems 
to talk about is that we don’t need 
to ban the AR-15. There is a much 
simpler solution.

Just as your car won’t run without 
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What’s in Trump’s food-box?

gasoline, the AR-15 can’t kill anyone 
without ammunition. Ban the dis-
tribution, sale, and possession of the 
readily-available 35-cent-a-round 
high-velocity ammo that makes this 
firearm “special,” and it will quickly 
become little more than an obsolete 
relic to hang over the fireplace man-
tel.

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
While this approach would no doubt 

have some effect, it would only restrict 
the ammunition supply. There are 
millions of gun owners who are fully 
equipped to reload spent ammunition. 
Mostly, they’re duck hunters reloading 
shotgun shells. 

Some of them, though, are full-bore 
2nd Amendment fanatics. We suspect 
that for a subset of them, an ammu-
nition ban would represent what pro-
hibition did to Al Capone: a business 
opportunity.

We can’t say what the overall effect 
of an ammunition ban would be—but 
we recognize creative thinking when 
we see it!

The Editor
–=≈=–

Gun Control Language and Fentanyl 
To the Editor:
Fentanyl does not kill people, 

people do. The only way to stop a 
bad guy with fentanyl is a good guy 
with fentanyl. Drug control does not 
work. Fentanyl should be deregulat-
ed.

These statements only make sense 
to those who make them with guns 
instead of fentanyl. If you are upset 
about opiate deaths in this country 
and support getting opiates off the 
street then you should be upset by 
gun deaths and support getting guns 
off the street too. Clearly the spread 
of more and more deadly guns has 
not made us safer.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth N.H.
Walter:
Tyrants aiming to abuse the popula-

tion must first abuse the language.
The Editor

–=≈=–
The Donald’s Suspect Gun Safety Policy 

To the Editor:
My longevity is due to this policy: 

“never argue with someone holding 
a gun.” So, how will students be able 
to question what their gun-totin’ 
teachers say, in safety?

What happens if a disruptive stu-
dent throws a spitball in class? Will 
he/she be shot? How about just a 
simple wound if it’s a first offense?

Since substitute teachers don’t 
work full-time, will the school pro-
vide a gun when they get an assign-
ment, or will they have to bring their 
own?

Since three armed guards were 
unable to stop carnage at the Park-

land school, how many armed 
guards will it take?

If giving “good guys” guns will 
protect against bad guys with guns, 
how will we know who are the good 
guys? How will they be chosen?

Questions abound, but I’m sure 
the President has thought this 
through thoroughly. The Donald 
wouldn’t duck deep analysis, would 
he?

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.

–=≈=–
Donald: A Great Disappointment

To the Editor:
Donald Trump’s performance as 

President has been a disappoint-
ment. He has done absolutely 
nothing to prevent further Russian 
meddling in our elections. He has 
refused to enforce additional sanc-
tions against Russia despite over-
whelming bipartisan support for 
such action by Congress.

He withdrew the United States 
from the Paris Climate Accords so 
that we are now the only nation not 
to have signed it. He has failed to 
protect our school children by not 
backing gun safety legislation. At 
a time when the world is moving 
toward renewable sources of energy 
such as wind or solar, Trump has ig-

nored them and attempted to revive 
the polluting coal industry. 

He has failed to solve the DACA 
dilemma, placing at risk for de-
portation, hundreds of thousands 
of blameless children who were 
brought illegally to the United 
States by their parents. These chil-
dren know no country other than 
the United States. And perhaps 
most senseless, Donald Trump 
wants to spend anywhere from $15 
to $25 billion on a wall separating 
the United States and Mexico to 
fulfill a campaign pledge, an action 
most voters and experts see as a 
waste of money. 

Yet, beyond that, Trump does ad-
ditional long-term damage to our 
country by virtue of his unstable per-
sonality. The Washington Post ( Janu-
ary 2nd) reports that Trump lied 
1,950 times during his first 347 days 
in office, an average of over five lies a 
day. His combative partisan style has 
deepened the divide among Amer-
icans and undermined institutions 
such as the FBI, the Department of 
Justice, and our intelligence agen-
cies, three organizations long held 
in high repute by the public. 

Trump’s personal life has de-
meaned the dignity of the presi-
dency. In the 1950s, the fitness of 
candidate Adlai Stevenson to be 

president was questioned simply 
because he was divorced. A decade 
later, Gov. Nelson Rockefeller was 
rejected as a presidential candidate 
by voters after he left his wife for 
another woman in the midst of his 
campaign. By contrast, Trump has 
been married three times; has been 
alleged to have had two extramar-
ital affairs, and has been accused 
of sexual harassment by 19 differ-
ent women (New York magazine, 
12/12/2017).

By virtue of his behavior, Trump 
lowers presidential decorum and 
sets a damaging precedent for future 
Presidents. “If Trump could do this, 
why shouldn’t I?” It is said that Vlad-
imir Putin meddled in our 2016 
presidential election because he 
wanted to undermine our democra-
cy, deepen our partisan divides, and 
destroy our support for respected 
institutions. He saw his support for 
Trump as a mechanism for achiev-
ing his goals. Considering the effects 
of Trump’s behavior in office, Putin’s 
plan has been wildly successful.

Gary Patton
Hampton, N.H.
Gary:
While we share your disapproval of 

the Grand Yam, we cannot say we’re 
disappointed. That would imply we 
had some sort of positive expectations. 

We were not without expectations, of 
course; it’s just that they were all nega-
tive. Would that we were disappointed!

The Editor

by Jim Hightower

Even Charles Dickens, En-
gland’s masterful satirist of 

the Victorian upper class, couldn’t 
have imagined elite rulers using 
a box of food as a gratuitous way 
to slap poor people. But Donald 
Trump and two of his slap-happy 
cabinet officials did imagine it—
and then did it.

They slipped a malicious, punish-
the-poor provision into the food 

stamp budget Trump sent to Con-
gress. Instead of providing a small 
monthly allowance for destitute 
families to spend on foods of their 
choice, the Trump provision would 
take away half of the allowance and 
substitute a monthly box of peanut 
butter, canned goods, and other 
packaged edibles chosen for them 
by the Federal government.

It’s bureaucratic, patronizing, de-
meaning … and stupid, but Trump 
Ag secretary, Sonny Perdue, hailed 

it as a “bold, innovative” idea. Sonny 
has also disdainfully said that food 
stamp recipients are hooked on a 
culture of dependency—so maybe a 
diet of peanut butter will cure them 
of that.

Then came Trump budget direc-
tor, Mick Mulvaney, a Tea Party ex-
tremist who bizarrely tried putting 
a luxury spin on the government-is-
sued box of grub by comparing it 
to Blue Apron, an upscale grocery 
delivery system. But, Mick—get a 

clue—Blue Apron patrons get to 
choose what’s in their box—and 
it ain’t peanut butter! It’s local-
ly-sourced, fresh food.

As the leading Democrat oppos-
ing the Trump mob’s food-stamp 
gut job says in dismay, “My god, 
these people are awful … really just 
not nice people.”

Less nice is their real intention to 
kill the food stamp program entirely. 
Trump’s budget calls for slashing 30 
percent of the funding this year. As 

watchdogs at the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities put it, “That’s 
the real battle.” The food-box silli-
ness is a distraction to let them pull 
off the big theft. To help stop them, 
go to www.cbpp.org.

Populist author, public speaker, and 
radio commentator Jim Hightower 
writes The Hightower Lowdown, a 
monthly newsletter chronicling the 
ongoing fights by America’s ordinary 
people against rule by plutocratic elites. 
Sign up at HightowerLowdown.org.
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2014—The NY Times reports that 
the CIA has been illegally snooping 
on the computers of Senate staffers 
investigating the Agency’s torture 
program.
2001—Fox broadcasts a “Lone Gun-
man” show in which U.S. agents 
remotely hijack an airliner and try to 
crash it into the WTC.
1992—Despite extensive experience 
with the model, and awareness of its 
vulnerabilities, a Robinson R22 he-
licopter pilot over Maricopa, Ariz. 
allows its main rotor to destroy its tail 
cone, with fatal results.
1987—Ronald Reagan admits trad-
ing arms to Iran for hostages.
1960—La Coubre, a French muni-
tions ship, explodes in Havana harbor. 
Between 75 and 100 people die. CIA 
involvement is “suspected.”
1937—The UAW wins a sit-down 
strike in Flint, Mich.
1933—“We have nothing to fear,” 
says FDR, “but fear itself.”
1917—During a filibuster, Sen. Harry 
Lane (D-Ore.) prepares to stab Ollie 
James (D-Ky.) in the neck if James 
pulls out his pistol; meanwhile, Dem-
ocrats prevent Sen. Robert La Fol-
lette (Progressive Rep.-Wisc.) from 
bashing the presiding officer with a 
spittoon.
1909—President Taft and First Lady 
Nellie move into the White House. 
Under the lawn is a voodoo doll of 
Mrs. Taft, buried by Teddy Roos-
evelt’s daughter Alice.

2007—In Bloomington, Ill., Dee 
Riddle is startled by a meteorite crash-
ing through her bedroom window.
2003—Dixie Chick Natalie Maines 
says she’s ashamed that George 
W.[MD] Bush is a Texan.
2003—In a White House press 
conference, Helen Thomas tells Ari 
Fleischer “There is no imminent 
threat” to the U.S. from Saddam Hus-
sein. Apparently he fails to pass that 
information along to his boss.
2001—A Nor’easter begins which 
will dump 40 inches of snow on Rock-
ingham County.
1963—Patsy Cline, singer of “I Fall to 
Pieces,” dies in a plane crash.
1960—Alberto Korda takes a nice 
photo of Che Guevara.
1953—Everybody dies; this time, for 
a change, it’s Stalin.
1933—In Germany, the Nazi party 
wins a plurality in the Reichstag.
1933—On his first full day in office 
FDR declares a bank holiday.
1927—One thousand U.S. Marines 
land in China.
1877—“Rutherfraud” B. Hayes is 
sworn in as President.
1871—Rosa Luxemburg is born.
1854—“Know-Nothings” throw a stone 
the Pope sent for use in the Washington 
Monument into the Potomac.
1770—Heinous British troops 
slaughter innocent Bostonians in the 
Boston Massacre. (Or, provincial 
terrorists attack duly constituted au-
thority.)

2007—A jury finds Dick “Dick” 
Cheney’s Chief of Staff I. Lewis 
“Scooter” Libby guilty of perjury and 
obstruction of justice.
2003—Pres. George W.[MD] Bush 
claims Saddam Hussein has “biolog-
ical and chemical agents” that move 
“to different locations every 12 to 24 
hours, or placed in vehicles that are in 
residential neighborhoods.”
1991—President George Herbert 
[Hoover] Walker Bush claims that his 
defeat of Saddam Hussein has created 
a “new world order.”
1981—President Reagan determines 
who to call upon at a press conference 
by drawing jelly beans from a jar.
1981—Walter Cronkite weighs anchor.
1975—Tech. Sgt. Leonard Matlovich 
openly challenges the Air Force’s “no 
gays” rule.
1974—Ayn Rand addresses West 
Point cadets on the topic, “Philosophy 
— Who Needs It?”
1971—The same day the FCC bans 
songs that “promote or glorify the 
use of illegal drugs,” unsuspecting 
Lawrence Welk singers perform “One 
Toke Over the Line.” 
1944—The U.S. Army uses napalm 
for the first time, in Berlin.
1896—Charles B. King (1868-1957) 
becomes the first person ever to drive 
an automobile in Detroit.
1857—The Supreme Court rules in 
Dred Scott: “the unhappy black race 
[never possessed] rights which the 
white man was bound to respect.”

1981—A stabbed 18 year-old becomes 
Disneyland’s first murder victim.
1965—Peaceful civil rights marchers 
marching from Selma to Montgom-
ery make their first attempt to cross 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. They’re 
mercilessly beaten by law enforcement 
officers and deputized goons.
1955—Baseball Commissioner Ford 
Frick says legalize the spitball.
1942—Pentagon builders are told to 
double the restrooms to accomodate 
Virginia’s segregation laws.
1932—Detroit police fire on Ford 
hunger marchers; four die.
1911—Twenty thousand U.S. troops 
are dispatched to the Mexican border 
to protect “American interests.”
1908—In Cincinnati, Mayor Mark 
Breith announces that “women are not 
physically fit to operate automobiles.”
1906—In Finland, the Senate ap-
proves of universal suffrage—except 
for the poor.
1876—Alexander Graham Bell gets 
a patent for the telephone without 
having submitted a working model. It 
is remarkably similar to Elisha Gray’s 
previously-submitted design.
1850—New Hampshire native Dan-
iel Webster, representing Massachu-
setts in the U.S. Senate, argues that 
slaveholders are entitled to be secure 
in their ownership of their slaves.
1799—In Bethlehem, Pa., John Fries 
and a mob of four hundred free 19 
property tax protestors from a federal 
marshal and 13 deputies.

2016—Stabbed several times, Israeli 
Yonatan Azarihab pulls a knife from 
his neck and kills his attacker. 
1983—Ronald Reagan runs the 
phrase “evil empire” up the flagpole.
1971—The Citizens Commission to 
Investigate the FBI breaks into the 
Bureau’s Media, Pa. office, obtaining 
1,000+ documents revealing illegal 
suppression of dissent. The Bureau 
fails to find the perps.
1971—Radio Hanoi plays Jimi Hen-
drix’s “Star-Spangled Banner.”
1968—The Soviet sub K-129 sinks in 
the Pacific. The CIA later retrieves 
part of it.
1966—Fifty years after the Easter 
Rising, an IRA bomb destroys Nel-
son’s Pillar in Dublin. Soon the song 
“Up Went Nelson” tops Irish charts.
1965—The first U.S. combat troops—
U.S. Marines—hit the beach at Da-
nang ready to fight. Vietnamese girls 
greet them with flowers.
1958—William Faulkner says Amer-
ican schools have “degenerated to be-
come babysitters.”
1950—The USSR announces it’s got 
an A-bomb.
1913—The IRS begins collecting.
1906—Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood, 
a Winchester, N.H. native, views 
the result of his illegal order: 900 
dead Moros [Filipino Muslims, men 
women and kids] in a volcanic crater. 
Teddy Roosevelt calls the massacre “a 
brilliant feat of arms [that upheld] the 
honor of the American flag.”

2016—An Australian Robinson R66 
pilot dies after a “mast bump” causes 
the craft to disintegrate.
2007—Presidential candidate Newt 
Gingrich admits he committed adul-
tery while impeaching Bill Clinton.
1992—Donald Trump files his sec-
ond bankruptcy in eight months.
1986—Divers locate the crew com-
partment of the Shuttle Challenger.
1982—It’s revealed that the Contras 
have gotten $19 million in covert aid.
1974—After his ex-commander 
comes to the Philippines to give him 
the order, Lieut. Hiroo Onoda finally 
surrenders. He is pardoned for killing 
30 Filipinos after WW II.
1969—Terrified CBS execs decline to 
broadcast the Vietnam drama “Sticks 
and Bones.”
1969—Terrified CBS execs cancel 
“The Smothers Brothers.”
1965—Activists march again in Ala-
bama; racist goons beat white minister 
James Reeb to death.
1954—Ed Murrow dismantles Joe 
McCarthy on CBS. The network as-
sures nothing like it happens again.
1954—WMUR-TV in Manchester 
begins broadcasting.
1950—Britain hangs Timothy J. 
Evans for murder. He’s pardoned in 
1966, because he was innocent.
1945—A Japanese coup overthrows 
Vietnam’s Vichy-French government.
1916—Pancho Villa and his guerril-
las attack Columbus, N.M. and kill 17 
Americans. Bad hombres.

2004—Pres. George W.[MD] Bush 
finds out simultaneously that: 1) his 
Terrorist Surveillance Program ex-
pires that day; 2) his lawyers won’t 
renew it; and 3) Atty. Gen. John 
Ashcroft has been in the ICU for a 
week. He sends Al Gonzales racing 
to Ashcroft’s hospital bed, to no avail.
1992—Injected with poison by Okla. 
state workers, Robyn Lee Parks gasps 
& gags for eleven minutes before dying.
1974—A Pa. commission says police 
corruption is “systematic at all levels” 
in Philly. Mayor Rizzo tries to block 
an investigation.
1968—Thirteen of 19 airmen die at 
Lima Site 85, a remote radar site in 
Laos; the greatest single U.S.A.F. 
combat loss of the war.
1966—U.S.A.F. Major Bernard 
Fisher, seeing a fellow A-1 pilot make 
an emergency landing at a Special 
Forces camp at A Shau, lands, picks 
him up, and flies him to safety despite 
intense fire from the two NVA bat-
talions which were overrunning the 
camp all the while.
1951—Genial old Ike says America 
might try a first-strike nuclear attack.
1945—U.S. bombers drop 2,000 
tons of incendiary bombs on Tokyo, 
killing 100,000 civilians and leaving 
1,500,000 homeless.
1945—Japan temporarily shuts down 
U.S. plutonium production for “Fat 
Man,” the Nagasaki A-bomb, by 
balloon-firebombing electric wires in 
Hanford, Wash.

2011—An earthquake moves Japan 
four feet closer to the U.S., knocks 
Earth 10 inches off its axis, causes a 
tsunami that kills 15,850 people, and 
triggers three nuclear meltdowns.
2005—Pentagon documents reveal 
that some Abu Ghraib prisoners were 
as young as 11.
2004—Pres. George W.[MD] Bush 
knuckles under. He’s forced to sus-
pend an illegal surveillance program 
to dissuade his top three Justice offi-
cials from quitting.
2008—SEC Chair Chris Cox says 
“We have a good deal of comfort 
about the capital cushions at these 
firms,” three days before Bear Stearns 
collapses.
1958—A B-47 accidentally drops a 
Mark 6 A-bomb, minus its core, on 
Mars Bluff, S.C. On the ground, 6 are 
injured by a non-nuclear explosion and 
a house is destroyed. 
1954—The U.S. Army says Sen. Joe 
McCarthy & aide Roy Cohn used 
threats to get special treatment for 
Private G. David Schine.
1942—At Corregidor, “Dugout 
Doug” MacArthur bugs out, leaving 
his troops behind.
1847—Death of John “Johnny Ap-
pleseed” Chapman, Daniel Fowle’s 
3rd cousin twice removed.
222—Fed up with Emperor Elaga-
balus prostituting himself in taverns 
and brothels, and egged on by his 
grandmother, the Praetorian Guard 
cut his head off.

2009—Self-professed expert Frank 
Gaffney asserts that Saddam Hussein 
may have been involved in the Okla-
homa City bombing.
2006—In Fordland, Mo., Matt Suter 
is sucked out of his house trailer by a 
tornado and dropped, alive, in a pas-
ture 1/4 mi. away.
2003—The Guardian reports that 
Halliburton is still paying VP Dick 
“Dick” Cheney up to $1 million a year 
in “deferred compensation.”
2002—Homeland Security Tsar Tom 
Ridge unveils a Homeland Security 
Advisory System which never went 
below “Elevated.”
1968—Eugene McCarthy places 2nd 
in the New Hampshire Democratic 
Primary, inspiring President Lyndon 
Johnson to drop out.
1947—Piper pilot Carmen Onofrio 
of Milan, N.H. makes the first of 43 
landings atop Mt. Washington, deliv-
ering ice research equipment.
1928—Hours after a personal inspec-
tion by its builder Wm. Mulholland, 
L.A.’s St. Francis dam collapses kill-
ing 600 people.
1912—Captain Albert Berry be-
comes the first man to jump out of an 
airplane and live.
1888—The New York Weather Bu-
reau predicts “light snow” just before 
a blizzard kills hundreds.
1804—Federal district judge John 
Pickering is impeached by the U.S. 
Senate for “drunkenness, profanity, & 
violence” on the bench.

2008—A Robinson R22 helicop-
ter flying over Wilmington, N.C. is 
heard “spitting and sputtering,” then 
seen “shedding” parts before crashing 
and killing its pilot.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush says of 
Osama bin Laden, “We haven’t heard 
much from him … I don’t know where 
he is … I truly am not that concerned 
about him.”
1968—Nerve gas drift from the Ar-
my’s Dugway Proving Grounds in 
Provo, Utah, poisons 6,400 sheep in 
nearby Skull Valley.
1962—The Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General Lyman L. 
Lemnitzer, signs a Top Secret memo 
authorizing Operation North-
wood—a “terror campaign” on U.S. 
soil intended to build public support 
for an attack on Cuba.
1957—Georgia’s General Assembly 
votes to impeach five U.S. Supreme 
Court justices.
1954—Viet Minh forces beseige 
French troops at Dien Bien Phu.
1921—The “Mad Baron” Roman von 
Ungern-Sternberg becomes dictator 
of Mongolia — briefly. 
1881—Russian nihilists use bombs to 
assassinate Czar Alexander.
1877—Chester Greenwood, 18, of 
Farmington, Maine, receives the 
first of his 130 patents, this one for 
earmuffs.
1851—Typhoon sails from Portsmouth 
for Liverpool. The clipper will set a re-
cord, 13 days, 10 hours.

2002—The Justice Dept. charges ac-
counting firm Arthur Andersen with 
obstruction of justice for shredding 
Enron documents.
1983—A Robinson R22 helicopter 
falls apart over the Mississippi River 
near St. Louis, Mo. The bodies of the 
pilot and a passenger are never found.
1965—“Except for Vietnam,” the AP 
reports Richard Nixon saying, “U.S. 
foreign policy is in a shambles.”
1964—We still don’t know who killed 
JFK, but on this day a jury decided 
Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald.
1961—A B-52, its cabin temps over 
130° due to a heater snafu and its 
crew’s performance perhaps sub-par 
due to bennie use, runs out of fuel over 
Yuba City, Calif, and crashes with two 
nukes on board. All aboard survive.
1927—Birth of Edward Abbey, writer 
and anarchist.
1912—In Lawrence, Mass., strikers 
win both “Bread and Roses.”
1891—A mob of 20,000 in New Or-
leans lynches 11 Italian immigrants 
recently acquitted of murder.
1888—James “Honest Dick” Tate, 
Kentucky’s State Treasurer, vanishes 
with $247,000 of its money.
1883—Karl Marx, 64, dies in Lon-
don, impoverished.
1757—For not “doing his utmost” in 
battle at Minorca, the Royal Navy has 
Admiral John Byng shot.
1471—Sir Thomas Malory, author 
of Le Morte d’Arthur, dies in Newgate 
Prison.

2008—JPMorgan and Federal Re-
serve auditors inspect Bear Stearns’ 
books and turn pale.
2005—Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Ca-
lif.) says the White House hid an audit 
showing a $108 million overcharge 
by Halliburton in Iraq until after the 
presidential election.
1989—To flatter veterans without 
incurring actual additional expenses, 
the Veterans Administration is elevat-
ed to Departmental status.
1982—CIA-trained forces in Nicara-
gua blow up commie bridges.
1982—Donald Trump gets a New 
Jersey casino licence—normally a 
months-long process—in hours.
1980—A Boston Globe editorial about 
a speech by Pres. Jimmy Carter ap-
pears under the headline, “Mush from 
the Wimp.”
1962—A Lockheed Constellation 
carrying 96 U.S. Army Rangers to 
Vietnam disappears between Guam 
and the Philippines. 
1948—“Without superior air power 
America is … easy prey to any yellow 
dwarf with a pocket knife,” says Rep. 
L.B. Johnson [R-Texas], on the floor 
of the House.
1916—President Woodrow Wilson 
sends 16,000 soldiers into Mexico to 
catch Pancho Villa. They fail.
1874—A French “protectorate” takes 
over in Annam (Vietnam).
1760—Governor Benning Went-
worth, 64, marries his housekeeper, 
Martha Hilton, 23.

2008—JPMorgan buys Bear Stearns, 
with the New York Fed’s $30 billion.
2003—On “Meet the Press,” Dick 
“Dick” Cheney claims that Saddam 
Hussein “has, in fact, reconstituted 
nuclear weapons,” and that “we will, 
in fact, be greeted as liberators.”
1993—“The Storm of the Century” 
kills 318 on the East Coast.
1990—On his deathbed, Lee Atwa-
ter claims to repent; sadly, there are no 
lie detectors present.
1988—Kurds in Iraq are gassed with 
ingredients Saddam Hussein bought 
from the U.S. and Europe.
1987—A Robinson R22 helicopter 
drops parts on Scottsdale, Ariz.; then 
it plummets, killing two.
1970—Sen. Roman Hruska (R-Neb.) 
defends G. Harrold [sic] Carswell’s 
nomination to the Supreme Court 
by saying, “there are a lot of mediocre 
judges and people and lawyers. They 
are entitled to a little representation, 
aren’t they?”
1968—GIs in Vietnam kill hundreds 
of civilians at My Lai.
1965—Alice Herz, 82, self-immo-
lates in Detroit to protest the Vietnam 
War. She dies 10 days later.
1965—In Montgomery, Ala., police 
attack civil rights marchers.
1962—Flying Tiger Flight 739 from 
Travis AFB to Saigon disappears with 
107 soldiers and crew on board.
1862—Four years of digging by 
hand pays off in Brighton, England; a 
1,285-foot deep well hits water.

2013—Two men hijack a tourist heli-
copter and help two convicts break out 
of a Quebec prison.
2008—Eliot Spitzer’s nocturnal hab-
its cost him his day job as Gov. of N.Y.
2007—The Navy Times reports that 
Fox News guest and U.S.M.C. Cor-
poral Matt Sanchez had an earlier 
career as a gay porn star.
2005—“[B]ased on a review of the 
video footage [Terri Schiavo] certain-
ly seems to respond to visual stimuli,” 
says Sen. [Dr.] Bill Frist [R-Fla.] on 
the Senate floor. An autopsy later re-
veals she was blind.
2004—Local narcs and off-duty cops 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day by duking it 
out in the parking lot at Paddy’s on the 
Pease Tradeport.
2003—George W.[MD] Bush tells 
Saddam Hussein that Iraq isn’t big 
enough for the both of them, and gives 
Hussein 48 hours to get out.
2003—Disgruntled tobacco farmer 
Dwight Watson drives his John Deere 
into a pond on the Mall, paralyzing 
Washington D.C. 
1992—Dick “Dick” Cheney and 
two other members of G.H.[H.]W. 
Bush’s cabinet admit they wrote rub-
ber checks on the House bank.
1960—Genial ol’ Ike signs off on a 
clandestine plan to overthrow the 
government of Cuba.
1922—The suburbs of Washington, 
D.C. are littered with racist propa-
ganda dropped from a biplane by the 
Ku Klux Klan.
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“Salt is what 
makes things taste bad 
when it isn’t in them.” 

- unknown

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

Tuesday, March 13Monday, March 12Sunday, March 11 Wednesday, March 14 Thursday, March 15 Friday, March 16 Saturday, March 17

CRESCENT
AROMATICS

Kate Leigh 
94B Pleasant St

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801

603.501.8813
crescentaromatics.com

Come in and check out your community’s
new aromatics shop

offering products, services, and classes.
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