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Missions Accomplished

The Fortnightly Rant

In the Hall of Mirrors
One is tempted to call the entire 

Trump Administration—its 
personnel, its legislation, its regula-
tory actions, its general demeanor, 
its every jot and tittle [see Matthew 
5:18, ye heathens]—a govern-
ment-funded late-term abortion. 
That, though, would be an insult to 
a medical procedure which, though 
virtually forbidden these days due to 
undemocratic and unconstitutional 
prohibitions, is probably, in those 
rare cases when it is actually carried 
out, not just legitimate from a legal, 
medical, and moral point of view, but 
a positive blessing to all concerned. 

In contrast to the rest of the re-
cord, though, the Helsinki Summit 
was sublimely appropriate: it took 
place in a Hall of Mirrors. That little 
factoid transformed the meeting be-
tween Putin and Trump into a mi-
crocosmic simulacrum of the world 
in which all of us live. We see what 
we see, but we can’t be sure that what 
we’re seeing is really real.

Let us, however briefly, put doubt 
aside; perpetually questioning every-
thing makes it impossible to achieve 
anything—which, according to one 
theory, is the goal of Big Bad Vlad, 
the world’s worst supervillain.

Early last week the White House 
was informed of upcoming indict-
ments of 12 Russian agents who 
helped put him in office. From a PR 
point of view—the only one that 
matters to him—that spelled trou-
ble.

Lo and behold, the day before 
those indictments were announced, 
not one but two Congressional 
committees just happened to hold 
what they seemed to think would be 
the Greatest Show Trial of the 21st 
Century. The Guest of Dishonor, 
former FBI agent Peter Strzok, had 
been tenderized in advance with a 
year’s worth of villification courtesy 

of Sean Hannity, Grand Inquisitor 
of Fox “News.” Skewered on a vir-
tual spit, he was roasted with hot 
air for ten hours straight. Christian 
martyrs of old, were they watching 
from heaven, would have shed a tear 
of admiration for the condemned. 
Strzok struck back as good as he got.

Thus the event did not entirely go 
as planned—unless, perhaps, cha-
os was the plan. One participating 
Congressman called the televised 
event “a freak show”—and he can’t 
be accused of partisan bias. Rep. Trey 
Gowdy [R.–S.C.] is the Chairman 
who convened one of the hearings. 

One does not trifle with im-
mutable laws of the universe, not 
even the one which states that 
any hearing in which Rep. Louie 
Gohmert [R.–Texas] speaks au-
tomatically ends up filed under 
“Farce.” In one important sense, of 
course, the hearings were a great 
success. Campaign managers for 
participating Republicans will have 
plenty of footage for the TV com-
mercials they will run later on this 
year.

Let us put aside light entertain-
ment for the moment, now, and 
dispel some of the confusion that 
has settled on us during the three 
benighted years since The Donald 
descended the Gold-Plated Es-
calator. Who exactly is rooting for 
whom here? 

For the better part of a century—
well, the worst part, really—the FBI 
has been the bane of anyone to the 
left of the Rotary Club. From the 
Palmer Raids of 1919, through the 
campaign against Martin Luther 
King, right up to Whitey Bulger’s 
Get Out of Jail Free Card, the Bu-
reau has earned, shall we say, a cer-
tain degree of healthy skepticism. 

For Republicans, ever the Party 
of Law und Order, these transgres-

sions against the Bill of Rights have 
never been more than trifles. Now, 
though, they suddenly see the Bu-
reau as some sinister Fifth Column. 
To be fair, they have little choice. 
Authoritarian to the core, they must 
defend their champion, even if he is 
a compromised goon.

For the Democrats, as usual, ev-
erything depends on which way the 
wind is blowing. If Trump and the 
Republicans are now the enemy 
of the FBI, Democrats will be its 
friend—never mind how it’s treated 
their various constituencies since the 
Presidency of Woodrow Wilson.

If that Congressional grand-
standing was a sideshow intended 
to distract from last Friday’s in-
dictments, they came up short. The 
indictments still had plenty of im-
pact, even though those Russians 
are unlikely ever to occupy cells in 
the same block with Trump’s former 
campaign manager. No, Rosenstein’s 
press conference was upstaged by 
the latest performances of the Com-
mander-in-Chief.

First Trump went to Brussels 
and threatened to blow up NATO. 
Hijacking a meeting on a different 
topic, he conjured up a fake funding 
crisis, bullied and berated a boatload 
of actual diplomats, then left claim-
ing he’d solved a problem that did 
not exist. On his way out the door 
he thanked the President of Finland 
for his country’s support—it isn’t 
even a member of NATO. He then 
warmed up for the main event by 
honing his boorish behavior skills on 
the Queen of England and telling 
Theresa May how to run the U.K. 

Trump might have gotten 
through even Helsinki unscathed, 
had it not been for his old nemesis, 
the lying media. 

The AP’s Jonathan Lemire asked, 
“Just now President Putin denied 
having anything to do with the elec-
tion interference in 2016. Every U.S. 
intelligence agency has concluded 
that Russia did. My first question 
for you, sir, is who do you believe?”

Blowing off the assessment of 
his own Director of National In-

telligence, among a host of others, 
Trump replied that “President Putin 
was extremely strong and powerful 
in his denial today. He just said it’s 
not Russia. I will say this: I don’t see 
any reason why it would be.”

One observer claimed that re-
sponse “rises to & exceeds the 
threshold of ‘high crimes & misde-
meanors’ [and is] nothing short of 
treasonous.” But, what does former 
CIA Director John O. Brennan 
know about any of these things? 

Three U.S. Senators also de-
nounced Trump’s response, calling 
it “disgraceful,” “shameful,” and “bi-
zarre and flat-out wrong”—and they 
were all Republicans. 

A day late and several gobs of 
credibility short, Trump tried to 
walk back his fateful answer. 

Will the Senators buy his recanta-
tion? More to the point, will people 
who show up at his rallies? 

We’ll find out soon enough. It 
looks like his trade war with Chi-
na is going to double the price of 
MAGA hats.

Stage magicians traditionally used 
young, attractive, scantily-clad 

female assistants to distract their 
audiences, thus making it easier to 
fool them. As it has done with ev-
erything else, this Administration 
has turned that practice on its head. 
With this bunch, the titular head is 
the distraction. As he cavorts and 
thrashes across the world stage, his 
assistants are busily picking pock-
ets—or worse.

For example, on Monday Trea-
sury Secretary and part-time car-
toon villain model Steven Mnuchin 
announced that Charles and David 
Koch, two of the world’s richest 
men, and several hundred other oli-
garchs of their ilk, would no longer 
suffer the onerous burden of paying 
accountants the exorbitant cost of 
filing reports with the IRS revealing 
which of their billionaire buddies 
were chipping in millions of dollars 
from their loose pocket change to 

cover the rent and pay the salaries at 
the innumerable propaganda mills 
which perform the vital daily task of 
feeding the public fresh lies. Amer-
icans for Prosperity, at 767 Islington 
Street, across from the Pic ’n Pay, for 
instance.

Two weeks ago the FCC, led by 
Trumpazoid Ajit Pai, voted 3–1 to 
discontinue the review of “infor-
mal” customer complaints about 
misbehavior by telecom companies. 
Undoubtedly, their past behavior 
has placed them above reproach. If, 
some nebulous day in the theoreti-
cal future, a worker from AT&T or 
Comcast does somehow manage to 
slip up, it will still be possible for a 
customer to file a “formal” com-
plaint—so long as they pay a $255 
filing fee.

Due to budget cuts which should 
make it possible for the fabulously 
wealthy to become slightly more 
fabulous, the Agency for Healthcare 

Research and Quality has pulled the 
plug on the National Guidelines 
Clearinghouse [NGC]. Funding 
for 2017 was a rounding-error level 
$1.2 million.

The NGC was “perhaps the 
most important repository of evi-
dence-based research available,” the 
Director of Research at the Center 
for Evidence-based Policy at Or-
egon Health & Science University 
told The Daily Beast’s Jon Campbell.

“Guideline.gov was our go-to 
source,” Valerie King said, “and there 
is nothing else like it in the world.”

Make that was, Val.
On July 3rd, the FAA announced 

that if airlines want to jam passen-
gers into flying aluminum tubes so 
tightly that they can’t fully inhale, 
well, it’s not the government’s busi-
ness to say they can’t. Market cap-
italism has apparently reached the 
stage at which, in an emergency, only 
the nimble deserve to survive.

Given the prevailing inability of 
our political system to counter these 
multitudious adventures in neo-feu-
dalism, what is a mere peasant, with-
out access to his or her own team of 
highly-paid lobbyists, to do? 

Ever resourceful, many Ameri-
cans have taken to spontaneously 
chastising, insulting, and ridicul-
ing these second-level oppressors, 
hounding them on the streets, re-
fusing to serve them in restaurants, 
&c. &c.

It ain’t much, but it’s something.
–=≈=–

Big Orange Baby versus Real Babies
Try as they might to attain his lev-
el of expertise, none of his minions 
have the effortless knack of the big 
orange baby in the White House. As 
evidence we submit the following 
dispatch, received from an expert on 
the particular subject:

“There have been so many assaults 
on health by this administration it’s 

hard to keep it all straight. One in 
particular caught my eye.

“According to an article by An-
drew Jacobs on the front page of 
the July 9th New York Times, the 
United States has gone after Ec-
uador, threatening to withdraw 
aid and take punishing trade mea-
sures if that small country took to 
the World Health Organization a 
proposition for it to strengthen its 
support for breast feeding. Oddly, 
Russia came to the defense of the 
proposal—no other country would 
stand up against the threats from the 
United States. 

“Trump denied the allegations of 
threats and tweeted ‘The failing NY 
Times Fake News story today about 
breast feeding must be called out. 
The U.S. strongly supports breast 
feeding but we don’t believe women 
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The Foundry Place Parking Garage is beginning to take shape. We don’t 
know if it’s going to solve this town’s parking problems, and we don’t know 
if it’s in the right place. Considering that the section shown here represents 
only half of its eventual footprint, here’s what we can say with assurance: 
It. Is. Going. To. Be. Freak. Ing. Hugh. Mon. Gus.

should be denied access to formula. 
Many women need this option be-
cause of malnutrition and poverty.’

“Contrary to Trump’s tweet, 
there is certainly no lack of access 
to formula. WHO has long recog-
nized the multiple health benefits of 
breastfeeding, especially for women 
living in poverty, and it is the cure for 
malnutrition, not a cause.

“The only trouble with breastfeed-
ing is that it produces no revenue for 
companies manufacturing formula. 
So, those companies have used a 
variety of tactics to entice women 
to buy their products. Back in the 
1970’s, many of us will remem-
ber, Nestlé was pushing formula in 
Third World countries, effectively 
convincing women that they could 
not keep their babies healthy and 
that formula was superior to breast 
milk. As a result, millions of wom-
en stopped breastfeeding. Without 
access to good water for mixing for-
mula, they were not able to maintain 
sanitary conditions. Estimates are 
that about 66,000 infant deaths oc-
curred as a result.

“This is what prompted the 
World Health Assembly—the 
forum which governs the World 
Health Organization—to create the 
Infant Formula Code of Marketing 
in 1981. It basically states that nei-
ther health professionals nor hos-
pitals should promote human milk 
substitutes. The code is lengthy and 
lays out plans for governments to 
protect infants from the influence 
of industry advertising. Of course 
the U.S. voted against it—Ronald 
Reagan was president. We were a 
bit more honest then, and admitted 
the reason was it infringed upon free 
enterprise. 

“Nestlé is still a major formu-
la producer, but other big players 
now are Abbott Laboratories and 
Mead Johnson, recently purchased 
by Reckitt Benckiser for a mere 
$16.7 billion. Both companies have 
been doing about four billion dol-
lars worth of business a year. Abbott 
produces no food products other 
than Similac and its derivatives, and 
has the contract for WIC, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture pro-
gram for healthcare and nutrition 
of low-income pregnant women, 
breastfeeding women, and children 

under the age of five. 
“Overall, formula is a $70 billion 

industry and is expected to grow by 
four percent this year. 

“Once upon a time, formula com-
panies provided hospitals with all 
the diaper bags given to new moth-
ers, along with free formula samples. 
Now, at designated ‘Baby Friendly’ 
hospitals, all formula promotion is 
prohibited. These hospitals do not 
allow formula vendors to promote 
their products. Any formula used is 
purchased by, not given to, the hos-
pital.”

— Shannon Darr, RNC, CLC 
[Registered Nurse, Certified; Certified 
Lactation Counselor]

–=≈=–
Four Die in Three Robinson Crashes

A 91-year-old Virginia woman was 
killed Sunday, July 8th, when a Rob-
inson R44 helicopter crashed into 
her Williamsburg, Va., townhouse. 
Nine other units in the complex 

were evacuated, but Jean Lonchak 
Danylko was the only casualty 
among the residents. Danylko lived 
independently and was active and 
cheerful, according to friends. June 
Kasparek, 92, a fellow-member of 
a chair-based exercise class for ar-
thritic seniors, told the Williamsburg 
Yorktown Daily, “I never saw her in a 
bad mood, not once in all the years 
I knew her. Some of us get a little 
cranky at times. Jean never did.”

The pilot, Henry E. Schwarz, 85, 
also perished. As a Major in the 
U.S. Army, Schwarz led more than 
100 combat air assaults in Vietnam. 
He was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for heroism above and 
beyond the call of duty during a 
mission on February 24, 1967. Lift-
ing reinforcements to an ambushed 
Vietnamese convoy, he hovered his 
UH-1D “Huey,” under continuous 
enemy fire, to direct other ships to 
safe landing areas.

According to reporting by the 
Newport News Daily Press, Schwarz 
had just left a meeting of the Virgin-
ia Helicopter Association [VHA] at 
the Williamsburgh Jamestown Air-
port. Schwarz was President of the 
VHA. 

Ray Jarman, membership coordi-
nator of VHA, told the Daily Press, 
“I don’t know what happened yes-
terday after Henry took off. I know 
he was the type of person that if he 
had any type of control over that air-
craft at all, it wouldn’t have ended up 
where it did.

“The thing with helicopters is, 
helicopters have thousands of rotat-
ing, moving parts. Helicopters have 
everything that moves. It’s got to 
all work together, and maintenance 
wise, it all has to be put together for 
things to work right.”

An airport worker told the Wash-
ington Post, “Schwarz kept his heli-
copter well maintained, even flying 

 Lafayette Plaza, Route 1, Portsmouth, 422-6758 • Mon - Sat 8am - 8pm,  Sun 10am - 6pm
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The splendidly proficient Piscataqua Rangers Fife & Drum Corps enter-
tained passersby for several hours at Vaughan Mall on Saturday, July 14. 
Perhaps they were honoring Bastille Day, in honor of the French allies who 
helped us gain our independence; we don’t know, our Wandering Photog-
rapher is notoriously lazy when it comes to ascertaining that sort of detail. 

it to the manufacturer in California 
last year to have it overhauled for just 
shy of around $400,000.”

A July 10th story about the crash 
in the Williamsburg Yorktown Dai-
ly raised the question of Robinson 
helicopters’ fundamental airworthi-
ness. It quoted aviation attorney and 
helicopter pilot Ladd Sanger, who 
said, “The R44 does have a statisti-
cally higher accident rate than oth-
er helicopters. The question on this 
case is why did the helicopter come 
out of the air in the first place?”

Ray Jarman, who had seemed 
to suggest to the Daily Press that 
Schwarz’s Robinson had been at 
fault, paradoxically defended the 
machine to the Williamsburg York-
town Daily. Countering Sanger’s 
assessment, Jarman said, “I take issue 
with that. That’s untrue as far as I’m 
concerned. They are not unsafe. Any 
aircraft can be unsafe if it operated 
outside of its design limits”—which 
would seem to put the onus back on 
Schwarz.

Several witnesses told the media 
that the helicopter was in distress 
shortly before the crash. A man liv-
ing nearby said it “basically didn’t 
sound right.” He saw the helicopter 
crash into the building, then heard 
an explosion and saw the building 
catch fire. He, along with others, 
pounded on doors to alert other res-
idents to evacuate.

One day earlier, a Robinson R44 

crashed in the Slovakian village of 
Veľký Šariš, killing Marián Troliga, 
its pilot and sole occupant. Troli-
ga owned an eponymous company 
which built buses.

“The helicopter probably got 
snagged on [electrical] wires and 
this resulted in its fall,” according to 
rescue personnel. The Východoslov-
enská Distribučná electricity utility 
said the incident caused a blackout 
for 55,000 of its customers.

On June 29th, in Sterling, Texas, 
an experienced helicopter pilot died 
when his Robinson R22 crashed 
as he was attempting to land his 
machine on a trailer. Ewing Fowl-
er McEntire, 66, was close to the 
ground when, according to a wit-
ness, “a loud popping sound emit-
ted from the aircraft and then the 
aircraft crashed to the ground on its 
right side.”

Two Australians survived an R44 
crash in rural Lethbridge, just west 
of Melbourne, on July 11th. In a 
now-familiar scenario, the machine 
appeared to be operating properly 
until it crashed. The severed tail was 
found 25 meters from the cabin. 
Both men were taken to hospitals, 
one with back injuries.

Noting that the U.S. helicopter 
industry “just endured the worst 
10-day stretch of fatal accidents 
observed since late 2012,” a trade 
association called the U.S. Helicop-
ter Safety Team issued a statement, 

saying, in part, “None of the individ-
uals involved in these tragic events 
woke up that morning thinking 
this would be their last helicopter 
flight. The series of fatal helicop-
ter accidents is a reminder to our 
community. There is sometimes a 
fine line between a flight that ends 
uneventfully and one that ends di-
sastrously. In response to the recent 
fatal accidents, the USHST is en-
couraging members of the U.S. he-
licopter community to do their part 
to ensure the 10-day surge in fatal 
helicopter accidents is an anomaly 
and does not stretch into a long-
term trend.”

–=≈=–
Hear Live Jazz and Support WSCA!

We see by a recent e-newsletter that 
the Button Factory Stage is keep-
ing busy. On Thursday evening, July 
26th, the Nick Mainella Quartet 
will play as part of the ongoing But-
ton Factory Jazz series. There’s a sug-
gested donation of $8 to $10, most 
of which goes directly to the artists. 
The general ambience has been en-
hanced with some new tables.

The station is always looking for 
additional volunteers. To sign up, just 
call (603) 430-9722, select option 5 
from the menu, and leave your name 

along with a contact number. A staff 
member will call back to place you 
on the volunteer list. 

WSCA broadcasts at 106.1 FM 
in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
and covers the Seacoast area. The 
station also streams live on the in-
ternet at wscafm.org. 

It’s a Banner Day—Or So We Hope
In February, 2013, an obscure 
change in a minor postal regula-
tion required us to re-engineer our 
method of preparing this news-
paper for mailing to subscribers. 
During the ensuing 142 fortnights, 
our Subscription Fulfillment Crew 
has gamely faced the challenge of 
attaining ridiculously high levels of 
expertise in the art of origami. Our 
subscribers, meanwhile, have been 
forced to accept a certain level of 
occasional disfigurement of their 
reading material caused by peeling 
off self-adhesive dots.

Furthermore, to accommodate 
our indicia, that is, the printed mat-
ter asserting that we have paid the 
requisite postage, and have that in-
dicia appear in its proper location 
once the tortuous folding and seal-
ing process had been completed, our 
nameplate, or flag—the top part of 
the front page, which carries our 

paper’s venerable name—had to be 
redesigned. Horror of horrors, it was, 
by necessity, assymetrical.

We are pleased—hell, we’re damn 
near ecstatic—to announce that, 
thanks largely to the dogged per-
sistence of Judy Graham at the Her-
itage Avenue Bulk Mail Facility, we 
have developed a new mail prepara-
tion method which we believe will 
largely obviate most of these diffi-
culties. 

We hope this new mailing meth-
od will also speed delivery. That was 
our original intent when we set out 
on this arduous process—which, 
for the record, involved delving into 
some of the seamier intricacies of 
Bill Gates’ demon child Micro-
soft Word. It was like living for a 
fortnight on a set where “War and 
Peace,” “Dr. Zhivago,” and “Pla-
toon,” were being filmed simulta-
neously, bombarded all the while 
with Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, 
played at deafening volume on out-
of-tune plastic instruments.

There’s only way to find out if this 
latter variable has changed. Readers: 
if your paper arrives earlier in the cy-
cle—or, God forbid, later—we’d be 
grateful if you’d drop us a note. We’re 
at editors@nhgazette.com.

241 Hanover Street, Portsmouth, N.H.
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The Game of Personal Attack
To the Editor:
This kitchen-table pastime lets you 

create some great retorts for those 
pro-Trump barstool patriots who’ve 
managed to wedge themselves under 
your skin. Play it to excrete your polit-
ical venom in a safe place, here among 
friends, rather than in a public forum 
or on Twitter where it can come back 
to haunt you!

To begin play, spend a few minutes 
writing down every derogatory ad-
jective you can dredge up to describe 
your least-favorite Trump supporters. 
For illustration, I came up with the 
following:

 “Trash-mouth, gun-waving, Is-
lamophobic, baggy-eyed, dissembling, 
sexist, whitey-up-tight, frat-boy, Putin 
pandering, gay bashing, slogan-spew-
ing, child molesting, girlie-groping, 
baby-snatching, gun-waving, knuck-
le-dragging, Kremlin-kissing, bot-
tom-pinching, and muckraking”.

Once you have a list, pick four or 
five entries at random, string them all 
together, and turn the last one into a 
noun. Finally, put it into a sentence. 
For example, you might say:

 “Why should I believe anything 
coming from a baggy-eyed slogan 
spewing trash-mouth baby-snatcher 
like you?”

Play this game knowing that in real 
political discussions, communication 
experts warn against resorting to per-
sonal attack at all cost. In fact, under 
the rules of forensic debate, “going 
personal” equates to abdicating your 
position, throwing in the towel, and 
admitting defeat.

If you should aspire to become a 
strong political persuader, far better to 
channel “The Silver Fox”, Bill Clin-
ton, than to emulate our bloviating 
commander-in-chief and his rabid 
friends at Fox. Clinton was something 
of a master at disarming his toughest 
critics without resorting to disparag-
ing words. In addition to an excep-
tional ability to recall facts and figures, 
he was skillfully empathetic – able to 
listen carefully, acknowledge, and con-
vince you that he understood exactly 
how you were feeling. Then, instead 
of lecturing, he would ask thoughtful 

questions – the type that would force 
you to unravel your own argument. 
Republicans hated him for that!

Feel free to work on your persua-
sion skills later. First, let’s just gather 
around the table, break out the tequila, 
take pen in hand, and indulge our bas-
er instincts. Invite a Trump supporter 
to join if you dare, but be advised that 
the game of Personal Attack cuts both 
ways!

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.

–=≈=–
The Right Kind of Troublemaker Speaks Up

To the Editor:

Last week my friends and I disrupt-
ed Governor Sununu during his State 
of the State address in Rochester. We 
did this as a team because young peo-
ple in our state are facing a crisis like 
we never have before. We are in a crisis. 
For decades our legislators have been 
relying on our votes, but not returning 
the favor when it comes to policies. It’s 
no secret we have the most expensive 
in-state college tuition in the country, 
and our generation is being hit the 
hardest by the heroin epidemic. Also, 
our legislators have done nothing to 
make substantial change to stopping 
climate change. That’s because they 
are bought out by the fossil fuel in-
dustry. This was very clear as Gover-
nor Sununu sat with Eversource vice 
president Paul Ramsey, and gave his 
remarks in front of an Eversource ban-
ner, leaving the rest of us to just won-
der what an energy company, as large 
as they are, could do to our democracy.

[Due to the 2008 financial crisis, 
the writer’s family moved from rela-
tively-wealthy Derry to Carroll Coun-
ty. — The Ed., trimming to cope with a 
flood of letters.]

What I saw was the tale of two New 
Hampshires, one with a high fast-
paced standard of life, where the ma-
jority are scraping by and fighting to 
stay put, and the other a slowed down, 

beat-up economy drained of most of 
its culture and still haunted by income 
inequality. The average family in Car-
roll County make $20,000 dollars less 
than the rest of the country. 

I felt like it was time to take it to the 
Governor. In 2018, we have a major 
opportunity to make steps toward a 
New Hampshire that works for all of 
us. But we have to want it. The longer 
we stay out of the ballpark the more 
times the 1 percent get to pitch strikes, 
and I don’t know about you but my 
life has seen way too many strikeouts 
rule in favor of the big banks, CEOs, 
and establishment. If young people 
turn out to vote on September 13th 
and November 6th for candidates 
that share our values, we can outnum-
ber the Republicans and main stream 
Dems. We can win back some ground 
in the state to make sure we won’t see 
Sununu’s anti-immigrant, anti-en-
vironmental justice and anti-young 
people policies become law, and then 
we can take it to 2020 to elect more 
young people champions. I’m ready to 
work beside you to do this, join me and 
New Hampshire Youth Movement.

Dylan Carney, 22, 
Newmarket, N.H.
Dylan:
Bravo, young man. Your generation 

would have to work awfully hard to do 
any worse than ours.

New Hampshire generally has, we be-
lieve, a better turnout that most states, but 
you are exactly right to point out that the 
key to taking back power—which, let’s re-
call, is the point of this whole exercise—is 
in converting non-voters to voters.

The Editor
–=≈=–

New PFC Law Potentially Dangerous
To the Editor:
A year ago, I was a New Hampshire 

parent worried about how to address 
our statewide problem with PFCs—
persistent synthetic chemicals that 
don’t leave the environment or our 
bodies and that are especially con-

sequential for those in utero, like the 
child I am carrying. 

A year ago, I would have lauded 
Governor Sununu for signing into 
law a pathway for lowering PFC 
standards to reduce New Hampshire 
water contamination. But I’ve evolved 
from concerned parent to community 
rights activist. Today I see the law as 
a potentially dangerous lateral move 
toward complacency.

Before I continue, the mothers of 
Testing for Pease and Greenland Safe-
Water Action—and New Hampshire 
Representative and now New Hamp-
shire Congressional candidate Mindi 
Messmer—deserve copious praise for 
making New Hampshire’s PFC issue 
so public and officially recognized. 
My criticism is not for these tireless 
advocates, but for our institutionalized 
minds.

We’re conditioned to celebrate 
lowered levels of toxic chemicals even 
when we know that no amount is 
good for us. To be fair, I’ve heard New 
Hampshire Department of Environ-
mental Services scientists genuinely 
concerned about PFCs state the im-
practicality of setting a zero standard 
because of the ubiquitous nature of 
PFCs. I respectfully can’t accept this. 

The CDC just reported that New 
Hampshire has the nation’s highest 
rate of pediatric cancer. Our children 
are being poisoned and dying. We 
must go beyond standards and re-
ductions to elevate people’s and eco-
systems’ rights by wholly preventing 
future contamination by disallowing it.

Problematically, New Hampshire 
and its permitting agencies abide by a 
regulatory system standardizing “safe” 
chemical levels, thereby legalizing 
the claimed “right” of corporations to 
harm us, favoring corporate profit and 
toxic consumer choice over health of 
people and planet. 

I believe we rely on this system be-
cause we’re not awoken with outrage 
that we have such little democratic 
pathway to directly protect ourselves 
in a state functioning under Dillon’s 
Rule, meaning that New Hampshire 
is the parent and its municipalities are 
the children who must obey even if the 
parent allows harm to come to them.

Enter community rights, a people’s 
movement of rights-based ordinanc-
es [RBOs]. RBOs are local laws New 
Hampshire residents adopt to protect 
themselves and their ecosystems from 
corporate harm while not limiting al-
ready protected state and federal rights 
of individuals. Since 2006, RBOs have 
been adopted in New Hampshire 
towns by individual residents collec-
tively exercising their right to vote yes 
or no in a town vote on the RBO.

Residents adopting and enforcing 
RBOs reference a number of New 
Hampshire Bill of Rights Articles, 
namely Article 1—all government of 
right originates from the people, is 
founded in their consent, and insti-
tuted for the general good; and Article 
10—people have the right and duty to 
reform governments when those gov-
ernments manifestly endanger public 
liberty. 

This year, a people’s movement of 
supporters brought forth the New 
Hampshire Community Rights 
Amendment to recognize and secure 
the right of New Hampshire residents 
to adopt RBOs, so long as they always 
expand, not limit, established rights of 
New Hampshire residents. As a con-
stitutional amendment, it needs 2/3 
the New Hampshire people’s vote, 
but we can’t cast this vote unless our 
legislators allow us to by giving the 
amendment at least 3/5 support in 
both House and Senate. This year it 

Acupuncture, Cranial Sacral Therapy, 
& Shiatsu

Pam Bailey (603) 828-6759

56 Route One Bypass
Kittery, Maine
207.439.1133

JACKSON’S HARDWARE

100 YEARS STRONG

“The road that starts with exclusion 
ends at the crematorium.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

— from the ITV (UK) TV series “Endeavor” 
episode 4: “Colours” (2018)

Spreading Truth, Humor, and Love

The Devil’s Post
On your laptop at:

TheDevilsPost.org163 Islington St ≈ 436-7330

Don’t just give a gift.
Give a unique newspaper — 
every other Friday for a year.
Gift subscriptions - page 5.

Join Us and Stand Up
For Your Civil Rights!

Social Justice • Economic Equality
Market Square, Portsmouth, N.H.

Every Sunday 3 to 4 p.m.
OCCUPYNHSEACOAST@gmail.com

The  
New Hampshire  

Gazette 
is the most economical  

advertising medium on the 
Seacoast. This space is  

available for just twenty  
dollars. To learn more, 

call (603) 433-9898, or e-mail 
editors@nhgazette.com.

Page 4 — The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, July 20, 2018



Mash Notes, Hate Mail, &c.
to page six

earned 1/3 House support and will 
be back. You can learn more from the 
New Hampshire Community Rights 
Network, a statewide, grassroots 
non-profit that informs citizens and 
legislators about their inalienable right 
to local self-government.

In the meantime, New Hampshire 
towns continue adopting and organiz-
ing RBOs, including my town where 
I co-founded Alliance for Newmarket 
Citizen & Ecosystem Rights. We’re 
so new we’ve yet to make a website or 
Facebook page, but we invite you to 
these upcoming public events. 

Monday July 30th, from 7-9pm, 
ANCER will host an all-ages fund-
raiser at Newmarket’s Stone Church, 
with a brief informational presentation 
between two sets by local blue-grass 
duo Green Heron. $5 suggested door 
donation. 

Friday August 17th from 6-9pm 
and Saturday August 18th from 9am-
5pm, ANCER will host Daniel Pen-
nock Democracy School at The Loft 
in the Newmarket Mills. Given by the 
non-profit, public interest Commu-
nity Environmental Legal Defense 
Fund, Democracy School explores 
how corporations have hijacked de-
mocracy and how New Hampshire 
residents can push back against le-
galized unsustainable activities that 
violate the rights of residents, our 
communities, and nature. Registration 
due August 10th on a sliding scale: 
$30-$50 (scholarships available). 

Please email monica.christofili@
gmail.com for more information.

Monica Christofili
ANCER co-founder
6 Central Street, 
Newmarket, N.H. 03857
(503) 853-9279
Monica:
For the record, you understate the 

radical import of Article 10. In the late 
1970s, the Editor asked Rep. Joe Eaton, 
who was then Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Constitutional Revision, if 
the title of Article 10 really mean what it 
said. He said yes. The authors of our 1784 
Constition were deadly serious when they 
gave Article 10 the title, “Right of Rev-
olution.”*

The Editor
–=≈=–

It’s Still Bogus
To the Editor:
None of the indictments that Chief 

Inquisitor Mueller achieved has any 
relation to Russian meddling in the 
2016 election. Not one polling booth 
was compromised, and not one vote 
was changed by Putin or Pokémon 
or any of the other fantastic ways the 
liberals have convinced themselves of. 
Hillary lost, and that is that. 

The Mueller investigation is bogus, 
a witch hunt, and a waste of taxpayer’s 
money. 

If they want to see shenanigans the 
Democrats should look in their own 
backyards where they will find the 
sabotaging of Bernie Sanders’ bid to 
become the Democratic candidate. 
Then they should look at the contribu-
tions made by the Saudis. Then there 
is the crime of the Clinton servers and 
the pay-for-play Clinton Foundation. 
And of course, the lies presented to the 
FISA court in order to obtain warrants 
to spy on Trump and his supporters. 

These are real crimes. 
And, as far as the Supreme Court is 

concerned the demise of the Warren 
Court is welcomed and long overdue. 
This court found rights that were not 
in the Constitution and wanted to 
deny rights that are there. But liberals 
with their childish concepts of gov-
erning believe that you can change the 
rules in the middle of the game—the 
living Constitution concept. Try that 
in sports or in a poker game, and see 
how that works out. 

The Constitution guarantees equal-
ity of opportunity, not equality of 
outcome through government inter-
vention and special rights based on 
group identity. 

In short, the only way the liberals 
can force their bizarre agenda onto 
others is through a strong central gov-
ernment that uses duress to accom-
plish its goals. The liberals’ love affair 
with Uncle Joe Stalin will never end. 
Now, there’s a man who knew how to 
run a trial such as Mueller wants. Af-
ter all, who needs evidence, when you 
have fantasy, hearsay, and innuendo?

John Dente
Wilmington, Del.
John:
The fact that Clinton ran a deplorable 

campaign does not negate the near-cer-
tainty that Putin’s crew meddled in the 
2016 election—and has his sights on 
2018. 

For some reason, as we read your letter, 
we hear the relentless, angry drone of that 
well-fed friend of the common man, the 
millionaire Sean Hannity.

We the people have failed to perceive 
the real source of our problems: rampant 
corruption, due mostly, we believe, to two 
things: the success of the dominant corpo-
rate press in turning a blind eye, and the 
success of vested interests in their perpetu-
al campaign to further legalize it.

By the way—about those indictments 
… .

The Editor
–=≈=–

About Those Indictments
To the Editor:
Special Counsel Mueller, as part of 

his investigation into the Russian at-
tack on our 2016 election, AKA “The 
Witch Hunt,” has found and indict-
ed 12 Russian intelligence agents/ 
“witches.” This is in addition to the 
almost two dozen previous individ-
uals/businesses/”witches” indicted or 
convicted for their roles in attempting 
to destroy our Republic.

What was interesting is that Mr. 
Rosenstein said that the Russian 
hacking did not change the “vote 
count” of the 2016 election. This state-
ment may give people the idea that the 
entire Russian attack on our election 
had no effect on the outcome, and 
that Trump was not assisted by the 
Russian interference. Such thinking 
is naive and dangerous. The Russian 
government would not have gone to 
such lengths, spending millions or ru-
bles, involving their entire intelligence 
community for an exercise that would 
not provide great rewards. While the 
Russian hacking may not have actually 
changed votes after they were cast, it 
certainly influenced votes before they 
were cast, or created such disgust that 
many decided not to vote at all. The 
misinformation, distortions, lies, con-
fusion and fabrications distributed by 
the Russians and possibly others on 
social media targeted voters’ minds not 
voting machines, with great success.

In making his announcement, Dep-
uty Attorney Rosenstein also said that 
these indictments do indicate that 
there was or was not collusion by the 
Trump Campaign with the Russians. 
Of course, the Trump administration 
quickly stated that these indictments 
prove that there was no collusion, 
which is patently false and wishful 
thinking on their part. Mr. Mueller 
has now identified specific individ-
uals within the Russian intelligence 
community along with an exquisitely 
detailed accounting of the methods, 
tactics, and possible sources they used 
to attack our election. Having this lev-
el of detail, indicates that these agents 
likely had sources in America, and the 
next shoe that Mr. Mueller will drop 
will be possible indictments of Amer-

icans who colluded and conspired with 
these Russians agents.

For all the criticism by Republicans 
that the Mueller investigation has 
gone on too long and has found noth-
ing, the reality is that in almost a year 
and a half, Mueller has accomplished 
much more than Mr. Starr in his four 
years of the Bill Clinton investigation. 
The walls are closing in on the Trump 
White House, and Republicans know 
it. I fear that as the pressure continues 
to build, Mr. Trump will take drastic 
measures and create a constitutional 
crisis to save himself. That will leave 
us with a Republican controlled Con-
gress and Supreme Court to save the 
country. Will they serve the needs of 
the nation or their party and power? 
Considering their recent history, I fear 
the answer.

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.

–=≈=–
No Court Confirmation Until Next Year
To the Editor:
Can the President pardon himself or 

others, to free himself from criminal in-
vestigation? Can the president be com-
pelled to testify before a grand jury? Can 
a sitting President be criminally indicted 
for obstructing justice? What is the le-
gal consequence for Trump’s violations 
of the Emoluments Clause? These are 
some of the crucial questions that the 
next Supreme Court Justice may decide. 
The man whose legal and political jeop-
ardy is at stake should not be the one to 
select that Justice. 

America is great because we are a 
nation of laws, not a vassal of orga-
nized crime. Even Republicans who 
support the President’s most ques-
tionable policies ought to agree that 
law and order require postponing con-
firmation of the next Justice until after 
the mid-term elections, when the Will 
of the People can guide their represen-
tative Senators. 

Presidential power must be checked 
now, to prevent our democracy from 
becoming his autocracy.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.

* “[Art.] 10. [Right of Revolution.] Govern-
ment being instituted for the common ben-
efit, protection, and security, of the whole 
community, and not for the private interest 
or emolument of any one man, family, or 
class of men; therefore, whenever the ends of 
government are perverted, and public liberty 
manifestly endangered, and all other means 
of redress are ineffectual, the people may, and 
of right ought to reform the old, or establish 
a new government. The doctrine of nonresis-
tance against arbitrary power, and oppression, 
is absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good 
and happiness of mankind.” — June 2, 1784
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The Northcountry Chronicle

Escaping Albany

from page five

by William Marvel 

Most of my life has been lived 
less than 250 miles from Al-

bany, N.Y., but until last month I 
had never been there. Heretofore I 
knew the city only through the nov-
els of Albany native William Ken-
nedy, whose nostalgic portrait in-
fected me with a vicarious affection 
for it, but a few hours there cured 
me of that. Trash and derelicts lit-
tered South Pearl Street at 5:45 a.m., 
but a left turn on Madison Avenue 
soon produced a vast concrete and 
faux-marble capital complex that 
had settled like a spaceship over the 
center of the city, turning the prin-
cipal thoroughfares into tunnels. 
Guarded or barricaded at every en-
trance, the towering, vaulted walls of 
the Empire State fortress brought to 
mind the Forbidden City of another 
empire. 

It was nearly 8:00 before I found 
a place that served a real breakfast, 
and even there one had to stand in 
line with the Starbucks generation 
until the food emerged. I managed 
to juggle plate, coffee, and satchel 

toward a table, and there lay a copy 
of the Albany Times Union. Because 
I was in New York I was not sur-
prised by a blatantly liberal slant to 
the letters and columns, but I read 
them through anyway. Few things 
are more infuriating than the dog-
matism that dominates most op-ed 
pages, but I’m always hoping for evi-
dence that independent thought still 
survives somewhere, so wherever I 
travel I scour the local newspaper’s 
editorial section. 

For a few moments in Albany I 
thought I had stumbled onto such 
evidence in a commentary by Sister 
Honora Kenney, a retired history 
professor. She began with Martin 
Luther King’s call for “a radical rev-
olution of values,” and his denuncia-
tion of the materialism that sustains 
the oppressive triad of “racism, mil-
itarism, and economic exploitation.” 
She added that “our thing-oriented 
society has spawned a fourth evil gi-
ant—ecological devastation.” 

She certainly had my attention 
that far. I blame our environmental 
crisis on a surfeit of people as much 
as on avarice, but the insatiable con-

sumption to which she alluded is de-
structive enough by itself. Partly in 
recognition of that evil, our house-
hold is not very acquisitive—which 
is a good thing, considering the piti-
ful remuneration of the vocations 
we’ve chosen. In fact, my wife has 
just returned from a conference that 
focused on living simply and reject-
ing society’s emphasis on money; my 
only objection was that she had to 
pay $90 to hear how it’s done.

Sister Honora only started losing 
me when she seemed to mobilize 
such broad truths for the benefit 
of specific, partisan constituencies, 
and to contradict her own apparent 
advocacy for egalitarian, ascetic hu-
manism. She touted “women’s and 
gender equality,” for example, with-
out recognizing that the less militant 
majority of her readers might find 
that oxymoronic. For most peo-
ple, “gender equality” would mean 
equality between the genders, and 
the addition of “women’s equali-
ty” suggests an Orwellian world 
in which one gender is more equal 
than the other. Since political cam-
paigns allegedly devoted to equality 

often simply reverse inequality in 
the end, rather than eliminating it, 
her unintended interpretation may 
be at least as likely as the utopia she 
probably envisions.

In the midst of her commentary 
she seemed to abandon her own 
aversion to “our thing-oriented soci-
ety.” Citing statistics about poor and 
low-income Americans, she implic-
itly advocated a direct redistribution 
of wealth—beginning perhaps with 
a $15 minimum wage, which her 
order supports. My income has long 
qualified as “low,” but I would expect 
a significant increase in the mini-
mum wage to worsen my condition 
rather than improve it, since it would 
eventually increase the price of near-
ly everything I have to buy. Better to 
establish single-payer health care 
for the benefit of all, I thought, than 
to penalize everyone so those at the 
bottom will have the ability to buy 
more “things.” 

Still, it was not so much her ob-
jectives that closed the book on 
Sister Honora for me as her means. 
After quoting an appeal at the 2016 
Democratic National Convention to 

“shock this nation with the power of 
love” she went on (with an irony that 
was not likely deliberate) to praise 
an announced plan for nationwide 
civil disobedience on behalf of the 
poor. She wasn’t talking about the 
symbolic, truly nonviolent form of 
protests undertaken by the Berrigan 
brothers, who turned their punish-
ments into a continuation of their 
protests. Instead, she seemed to fa-
vor an anonymous, disruptive variety 
that is usually consequence-free, at 
least for the protestor. Blocking traf-
fic on the highways would cause a 
desirable amount of “disarray,” she 
suggested. I understand why she 
and other intellectually cloistered 
radicals can’t see the violence in that, 
but how do they expect it to engen-
der love? 

The Times Union did nothing for 
my faith in individual reason, but it 
gave me fair warning. Rather than 
dawdle around after my work was 
done, I made sure to get out of Alba-
ny before Sister Honora’s mendicant 
mob made it to the freeway.

–=≈=–

Addressing Serious Problems
To the Editor:
The “progress” man has made has 

led to serious problems such as glob-
al warming, nuclear proliferation, 
over-population, pollution, disparity 
of wealth and power, terrorism, ex-
hausting of natural resources, devas-
tating warfare, millions of displaced 
persons, shortage of potable water, 
psychological stress, etc. We need to 
find ways to deal with these prob-
lems before they become too big to 
handle, if they are not already so.

They primary way we have ap-
proached these problems has been 
through governments and inter-
governmental organizations, such 
as the UN. Unfortunately, political 

processes have limited the resources 
devoted to solving them. Contribut-
ing to that barrier has been attitudes 
such as that of Ronald Reagan, who 
said that government cannot solve 
our problems, it is the problem. It 
has certainly been a problem for 
money-grubbers who want noth-
ing to stand in their way of making 
more money and getting more po-
litical power, no matter how much 
damage they do.

The present administration is dis-
mantling the measures taken over 
the years to prevent harm and to 
provide a safety net for those rav-

aged by the system. The issue now 
is whether our democracy is strong 
enough to reverse the trend and to 
provide for a better future for all 
Americans.

Milt Lauenstein
Exeter, N.H.

–=≈=–
Governance by Chaos, Whim, and Tweet

To the Editor:
With no warning or planning this 

Administration’s “zero tolerance” 
policy was hastily implemented last 
April. Over 650 children, 102 of 
them under age five, were separated 

from their parents. The court-or-
dered attempt to reunite families 
revealed chaos and government dys-
function. Health and Human Ser-
vices doesn’t know which children 
are involved or who or where their 
parents are. Records were either 
not properly kept or deleted. Some 
parents were deported without their 
children. Was this an inability to 
foresee predictable consequences, 
administrative incompetence, or 
simply lack of concern for the wel-
fare of children?

I submit that it is part of an on-
going pattern of governance by cha-

os, whim and tweet. There was the 
chaos at ports of entry due to the 
first immigration ban subsequently 
found unconstitutional. Business 
and economists have warned that 
tariffs and a trade war will lose more 
jobs than it will produce and ham-
per their ability to plan. Appointing 
“all the best people” has resulted in 
a chaotic White House with the 
biggest turnover in the shortest time 
in history and one scandal after an-
other.

Our Negotiator-in-Chief is 
meeting with two of the shrewdest 
and most corrupt dictators in the 
world while dismissing any need for 
state department briefings, advice 
from experienced negotiators and 
allies, or overall strategy. Intuition, 
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Delivering the news to the New York Times

charm or bullying, and the art of the 
deal has worked so well for Trump 
that he has gone bankrupt six times. 
He or his company have been in-
volved in over 3,500 legal cases and 
were the defendants in over 1,450 of 
them.

The framers of the Constitution 
envisioned three equal branches of 
government to provide balance and 
restraint. The Republicans in Con-
gress have abdicated their responsi-
bilities and abandoned all principles 
in their pursuit of tax cuts and de-
regulation. 

How are you sleeping at night 
with this person at the helm with no 
adults setting limits on his reckless 
behavior?

Cynthia Muse
Rye, N.H.
Cynthia:
Sleep?
The Editor

–=≈=–
What Does Putin Have On Trump?

To the Editor:
Many of us in America suspect 

the reason Trump meets autocrats 
alone like Kim Jung-un and Vlad-
imir Putin is because he is being 
controlled. The Trump meeting with 
Kim Jung-un in Singapore delivered 
a concession to North Korea; Trump 
agreed to end military exercises with 
South Korea. On the world stage, in 
my opinion and many others, Trump 
is dividing America by only sending 
dog whistles to his base, combined 
with insulting allies of the United 
States of America. It is my notion, 
the firing of James Comey, the for-
mer FBI Director, the pulling out 
of the Climate Change agreement, 
ending the Iran Nuclear agreement, 

the decision to move the Embassy to 
Jerusalem to declare Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, and now the tariff 
against our allies, are all on Vladimir 
Putin’s wish list to make trouble for 
our allies and America.

What does Vladimir Putin have 
on Donald Trump to have him un-
der his control? Could it be funds 
were given to Trump from Russia 
during a bankruptcy? Or could it be 
the suspected pee-pee tapes? Any-
how, if all the above has some truth, 
we have a treasonous President in 
open sight under a majority Repub-
lican-controlled Congress.

Alfred Waddell
Marstons Mills, Mass.
Alfred:
A pretty picture, ain’t it?
The Editor

–=≈=–
Fox News Didn’t Go Along

To the Editor:
It is encouraging that for once Fox 

News didn’t go along with Trump. 
In his obsequious fawning over Pu-
tin and his disavowal of American 
intelligence agencies, Trump went 
too far even for Fox. Trump will no 
doubt walk back his sell-out. So the 
real question is whether his new-
found critics in the Republican Par-
ty and at Fox will accept the next set 
of lies claiming “I didn’t really mean 
it.”

Trump keeps doing the heavy lift-
ing for Putin’s Russia. Why? Why 
his efforts to destabilize NATO 
and the EU? Why the vicious crit-
icism of our allies? There has been 

much speculation that the Russians 
have compromising tapes they are 
threatening Trump with to control 
him. They may, but neither you nor I 
know for sure.

What is almost 100 percent cer-
tain, however, is that Trump’s busi-
nesses are kept afloat by laundering 
money for the Russian mafia, oli-
garchs, and other crooks. This has 
been going on for years. Many have 
traced the threads. Check out Goo-
gle, “Trump and Money Launder-
ing.” The Russians are able to control 
Trump either by threatening to cut 
off the source of funds that keep him 
afloat or by threatening to provide 
the proof of Trump’s law breaking 
activities. 

Follow the money. This is exactly 
what the Republican “investigative” 
committees did not do. This is exact-
ly what the Mueller investigation is 
doing. 

We have a President who has sold 
out the country. Now that it is so 
blatant, what will the Republicans 
do about it?

Michael Frandzel
Portsmouth, N.H.
Michael:
We believe you’re absolutely right.
The Editor

–=≈=–
No Collusion?

To the Editor:
Donald Trump is constantly say-

ing “no collusion” with Russia during 
the campaign. That is odd as there 
has been so much collusion since he 

took office.
He has left embassies without 

ambassadors and staff. He has tried 
to destroy NATO. He calls Euro-
pean countries our foe. He has im-
posed tariffs on countries that came 
to our assistance in Afghanistan 
and Iraq while saying he can think 
of nothing Russia has done that is a 
problem. He is trying to wreck the 
Iran nuclear agreement, freeing Iran 
to restart their bomb-making pro-
gram without any inspectors on the 
ground.

He says the FBI, CIA and NSA’s 
intelligence cannot be trusted. He 
offered to send the agents who 
tracked down the Russian hackers 
to Russia so Russia can find out how 
we traced their hackers’ activity.

Finally, he held a meeting with 
Vladimir Putin with no witnesses 
except an interpreter. One wonders 
if Putin awarded Trump a medal for 
service to the motherland.

It is time for Congress to aiding 
and abetting his assault on our coun-
try and support our allies while we 
still have them.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, N.H.
Walter:
Don’t hold your breath.
The Editor

–=≈=–
District of Columbia v. Heller

To the Editor:
No, absolutely, you are not incor-

rect that in the District of Columbia 
vs. Heller decision it was demon-
strated that an individual has a right 

to possess firearms unconnected 
with service in a militia.

That decision however, in no way 
negates the fact that states can (and 
do) pass various laws imposing a 
variety of restrictions regarding fire-
arms.

Remember, Heller was a five-four 
decision so there was a lot of blus-
ter and grandiloquence in both the 
majority opinion (written by Scal-
ia) and the two separate dissenting 
opinions (written by Stevens and 
Breyer).

Consider too, the Second 
Amendment consists of a prefato-
ry clause (a well-regulated militia 
is necessary to the condition of a 
free state) followed by an operative 
clause (the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms). The authors of 
the Second Amendment could not 
possibly have foreseen the debate 
we’re having in the 21st Century.

With this reasoning, Scalia sim-
ply retreated to what he believed the 
root of the Second Amendment that 
(“the right of the people to keep and 
bear Arms shall not be infringed”) is 
controlling and a decade ago he had 
the number (five) to back him up.

It is most unfortunate that today 
(in the 21st Century), unlike in the 
18th, correctly interpreting the spir-
it and intent of one of the greatest 
documents ever produced by man 
(The U. S. Constitution), and serving 
the greater good, is of no more value 
to the Judicial Branch than to the 
Executive and Legislative branches 
of our government.

David L. Snell
Franklin, N.C.

–=≈=–

by Jim Hightower

Before major news organizations 
pronounce someone dead, they 

ought to check the person’s pulse.
Take, for example, a recent New 

York Times screed prematurely 
pronouncing the Our Revolution 
political organization—launched 
only two years ago by Sen. Bernie 
Sanders—a moribund failure. “The 
group has repeatedly picked fights 
with the Democratic establishment 

in primary elections, losing nearly 
every time,” the paper barked. 

But, lo and behold, the very next 
day, Our Revolution’s endorsed can-
didate for governor in the Maryland 
primary, Ben Jealous, handily defeat-
ed the party establishment’s favorite. 
Also, in New York a 28-year-old 
Our Revolution activist, Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, shocked the nation-
al party’s entire corporate hierarchy 
with her resounding grassroots 
victory over Rep. Joe Crowley, the 

fourth highest ranking Democrat in 
the US House.

These big scores followed OR’s 
earlier outsider victories over mon-
ied insiders in the Georgia and Tex-
as gubernatorial primaries. Also, the 
insurgent group, which the Times 
ridiculed as “failing,” has been win-
ning dozens of upset victories in 
down-ballot primary elections from 
coast to coast, electing 45 percent of 
its candidates.

Just as significant, these Sand-

ers-inspired progressive rebels have 
now defined the Democratic Party’s 
agenda. Plus they’ve enlivened both 
its supporters and many of its pre-
viously-lethargic office holders by 
backing such populist (and popular) 
proposals as Medicare For All and 
debt-free higher education. 

Apparently, it’s hard to see Amer-
ica’s grassroots reality through the 
dusty-distant office windows of the 
New York Times. So, before the edi-
tors and writers do another hit piece 

on the people and candidates of Our 
Revolution, maybe they could come 
out of their journalistic cubicles … 
and at least visit the countryside.  

–=≈=–
Populist author, public speaker, and 

radio commentator Jim Hightower 
writes The Hightower Lowdown, a 
monthly newsletter chronicling the 
ongoing fights by America’s ordinary 
people against rule by plutocratic elites. 
Sign up at HightowerLowdown.org.

–=≈=–
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2003—Uday and Qusay Hussein, 
ratted out by a cousin for a $30 million 
reward, are shot dead by the 101st.
2001—“I know what I believe,” says 
G.W.[MD] Bush. “I will continue to 
articulate what I believe and what I be-
lieve — I believe what I believe is right.”
1991—Milwaukee police arrest Jef-
frey Dahmer, the famous cannibal.
1983—A Robinson R22 helicopter 
falls apart over Canton, Pa. and crash-
es, killing the pilot and a passenger.
1975—Owen J. Quinn parachutes 
from the top of the South Tower of 
New York’s World Trade Center. 
1974—On the steps of the Capitol, 
600 young Moonies begin a three-day 
fast and pray for Richard Nixon.
1946—Irgun bombs the King David 
Hotel in Jerusalem, killing 91.
1934—Chicago FBI agents kill John 
Dillinger, shooting him in the back.
1919—The Army, Navy, Marines, 
and a downpour finally end a four-day 
race riot in Washington, D.C. 
1916—A bomb kills 10 and wounds 
40 during a Preparedness Day parade 
in San Francisco. Perjured testimony 
sends two innocent men to prison.
1915—The excursion steamer East-
land nearly tips over at the dock in 
Chicago. The boat’s instability is kept 
secret to prevent loss of business.
1905—Henderson’s Point vanishes 
from the Piscataqua, thanks to 60,000 
tons of dynamite.
1877—Militia stage a fighting retreat 
from burning Pittsburgh, killing 20.

2014—Arizona authorities experi-
menting with new poisons find Joseph 
Wood’s execution takes 12 times lon-
ger than the expected 10 minutes.
2001—Gary Sampson calls the FBI 
to turn himself in for bank robberies, 
but a clerk disconnects him. Over the 
next week he murders three people.
1983—Out of fuel halfway between 
Montreal and Edmonton, a 767 be-
comes “The Gimli Glider” by coasting 
60 miles and landing safely.
1970—The last clash between the 
U.S. & NVA ends in futility: the 101st 
Airborne evacuates Firebase Ripcord. 
Cost: 75 KIAs & 463 WIAs. 
1968—Charging the Court nominee 
was soft on smut, Sen. Strom Thur-
mond brandishes examples during 
Abe Fortas’ confirmation hearing.
1967—Cops raid a blind pig in De-
troit, interrupting a welcome home 
party for two Vietnam veterans. A five 
day riot ensues, and 43 die.
1944—The International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank are created in 
Bretton Woods, N.H., [where the first 
tax collector was Daniel Fowle].
1892—Anarchist Alexander Berk-
man shoots and stabs Henry Clay 
Frick, architect of the Homestead 
Massacre; but the capitalist survives.
1877—During a railroad strike in 
Reading, Pa., the State Militia shoots 
ten civilians dead.
1846—Henry David Thoreau is jailed 
for refusing to pay a $1 poll tax to sup-
port the Mexican War.

2017—“Who the hell wants to talk 
about politics … in front of the Boy 
Scouts?,” asks Donald Trump, who 
then talks politics at the Jamboree.
2008—An F2 tornado hits nine 
towns along a 50-mile path in central 
N.H., killing a Deerfield woman.
2003—Congress says the FBI and the 
CIA blew off warnings of a possible 
al-Qaeda attack on the U.S.
2003—In Iraq, the U.S. proudly dis-
plays photographs of the corpses of 
Uday and Qusay Hussein.
2002—James Traficant (D-Ohio) is 
booted from the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for taking bribes.
1998—To prevent a cannibal holo-
caust, Rusty Weston murders Rep. 
Tom DeLay’s bodyguard and another 
Capitol cop. Shot and near death him-
self, he is revived by Sen. Bill Frist.
1974—The Supreme Court tells 
Richard Nixon to turn over his tapes.
1967—French President Charles de-
Gaulle says, from a balcony in Mon-
treal, “Vive le Québec libre!”
1959—During the “Kitchen Debate” 
in Moscow, Khruschev asks Nixon 
if Americans have machines to push 
food down their throats.
1951—A UFO, “grayish with many 
black spots,” is seen flying at 800 to 
1,000 mph over Portsmouth by two 
officers from Hanscom AFB.
1921—The Aerowagon, a high-speed, 
propeller-driven railcar, crashes on its 
way to Moscow, killing six passengers 
including its inventor.

2000—In a touching display of 
naiveté, George W.[MD] Bush an-
nounces that he has picked Dick 
“Dick” Cheney as running mate.
1990—Ambassador April Glaspie 
tells Saddam the U.S. won’t take sides 
in an Iraq-Kuwait border dispute.
1975—Chester Plummer, Jr., a black 
’Nam vet and D.C. cabbie, hops a 
fence with a three-foot pipe in his 
hand and becomes the first person 
shot dead on the White House lawn.
1972—U.S. health officials admit 
black men were used as guinea pigs in 
a 40-year syphilis experiment.
1969—Sen. Ted Kennedy gets two 
months (suspended) for leaving the 
scene of a fatal accident.
1965—Bob Dylan outrages the New-
port Folk Festival with electricity.
1962—A stuck valve results in a fire at 
Johnston Island, forcing a technician 
to blow up a missile and its nuclear 
warhead on the launch pad. Contami-
nation delays testing for months.
1946—The first underwater A-Bomb, 
at Bikini Atoll, causes far more con-
tamination than anticipated, especial-
ly to sailors of the U.S. Navy.
1853—The freshly-killed head of leg-
endary bandit Joaquin Murietta is put 
in a jar of brandy for display—until it’s 
lost in the San Francisco Earthquake.
1826—“Nothing succeeds with 
me,” says Decembrist revolutionary 
Mikhail Bestuzhev-Ryumin after the 
hangman’s first rope breaks. “Even 
here I meet with disappointment.” 

1979—Three and a half feet of rain fall 
on Alvin, Texas.
1968—Nguyen Van Thieu, winner 
of 1967 Vietnamese presidential elec-
tion, jails the runner-up. Same day: 
Mexican troops arrest thousands of 
students, shoot hundreds, kill dozens.
1959—An engine failure forces 
U.S.M.C. Lt. Col. William Rankin 
to eject from his F-8 fighter jet over a 
thunderstorm. Aloft for 40 minutes 
amid lightning, hail, and -58° tem-
peratures, he survives.
1953—Arizona State Police and Na-
tional Guard arrest the whole damn 
town of Short Creek for polygamy.
1948—Harry Truman orders the de-
segregation of the U.S. military.
1947—The National Security Act cre-
ates the CIA and NSA and turns the 
War Department into the DoD.
1942—A Mississippian starts writing 
screenplays for Warner Brothers; his 
name is William Faulkner.
1877—In Chicago, at the Battle of the 
Viaduct, Federal troops kill 30 strik-
ing railroad workers.
1826—Spanish authorities hang 
schoolmaster Cayetano Ripoll; the 
Inquisition had ruled him a heretic.
1758—The French fortress of Louis-
burg, taken by New Englanders in 
1744 and given back by Britain three 
years later, is re-taken by the British.
811—Byzantine Emperor Nicepho-
ros I is killed in battle. His skull is 
made into a drinking vessel by Krum, 
King of the Bulgars.

2017—Trump tells Russia, “If you’re 
listening, I hope you’re able to find the 
30,000 emails that are missing.”
2013—Its pilot unable to control its 
yaw, a Robinson R44 helicopter crash-
es in Montana and kills him.
2008—Shotgunning in a Knoxville 
church, Jim David Adkisson kills two 
and wounds seven. He cites Fox News’ 
Bernard Goldberg as one inspiration.
1996—To protect the sanctity of life, 
Eric Robert Rudolph bombs the At-
lanta Summer Olympics; for a while, 
the press finds Richard Jewell guilty.
1974—The House Judiciary Com-
mittee votes to impeach Richard M. 
Nixon for trying to cover his tracks.
1963—Dick “Dick” Cheney gets his 
second drunk driving conviction.
1957—Jimmy Wilson (black) is sen-
tenced to death in Ala. for stealing 
$1.95 from a woman (white).
1954—Guatemalan President Jacobo 
Árbenz Guzmán is overthrown by 
mercenaries at the behest of the CIA. 
Genocide follows.
1953—A truce “ends” the fighting in 
Korea; our troops are still there.
1919—After a white man throwing 
rocks kills a black man swimming at 
a segregated Chicago beach, a white 
cop arrests a black man. Nearby blacks 
who object are attacked by whites.
1893—William Taylor survives a jolt 
from New York’s electric chair, and 
breaks its straps. Morphine and chlo-
roform keep him alive during repairs; 
a third jolt finally kills him.

2012—Three elderly troublemakers 
infiltrate Oak Ridge, Tenn. and spill 
blood on its nuclear weapons plant.
2006—A wild storm topples the 
partially-renovated steeple of North 
Church and its attendent scaffolding 
onto Pleasant Street, Portsmouth.
2004—Nine minutes after a pilot re-
ports his Robinson R22 helicopter is 
shaking violently, it crashes in Mount 
Clemens, Mich., and kills him.
2003—Tom DeLay (R-Texas), who 
once said Americans smoke Cuban ci-
gars “at the cost of our national honor,” 
is photographed in Jerusalem lighting 
up a $25 Hoyo de Monterrey.
1965—LBJ doubles the draft quota.
1957—An Air Force C-124 with 
engine trouble jettisons two core-less 
nukes 100 miles off Atlantic City.
1945—A B-25 hits the Empire State 
Building. Six floors burn and elevators 
plummet. Toll: 13 dead, 26 injured.
1945—The destroyer U.S.S. Cal-
laghan is sunk off Okinawa by a kami-
kaze biplane.
1932—U.S. Army troops led by 
Dwight Eisenhower, aided by George 
S. Patton, and commanded by Gener-
al Douglas MacArthur drive the “Bo-
nus Expeditionary Force”—20,000 
hungry World War I veterans—out 
of Washington D.C., killing two in 
the process.
1919—Chicago is engulfed by a race 
riot in which the Hamburg Athletic 
Club plays a prominent role. Its pres-
ident: future Mayor Richard J. Daley.

1986—Ex-Chaplain Charlie Liteky 
renounces the Medal of Honor he was 
awarded for bravery in Vietnam over 
U.S. policies in Latin America.
1981—Congress passes Ronald Rea-
gan’s tax cut for the rich.
1974—The House Judiciary Com-
mittee again impeaches Richard M. 
Nixon, this time for abuse of power 
and violating his oath of office.
1967—Bum equipment and bad pro-
cedures let a stray electrical charge ig-
nite a Zuni rocket on an F-4 jet on the 
flight deck of the U.S.S. Forrestal. The 
rocket slams into John McCain’s A-4, 
releasing the first of eight half-ton 
bombs, killing 134 sailors and nearly 
sinking the ship.
1966—Bob Dylan crashes his Tri-
umph, breaking his neck.
1965—The 101st Airborne lands in 
South Vietnam.
1950—In Korea, the U.S. 7th Caval-
ry withdraws from No Gun Ri having 
shot hundreds of civilian refugees, 
mostly women, children, and old men, 
under orders from high command.
1921—Disgruntled former corporal 
Adolf Hitler becomes President of the 
German Nazi Party.
1910—Responsing to a bogus claim 
about a pending race war against 
whites, hundreds of armed whites be-
gin a race war against predominant-
ly-black Slocum, Texas.
1588—The Spanish Armada is de-
feated and scattered by the British 
Navy and the weather.

1975—Teamsters’ boss Jimmy Hoffa 
makes his last public appearance in 
Birmingham, Mich.
1974—The House Judiciary Com-
mittee takes a hat trick, this time 
impeaching Richard M. Nixon for 
contempt of Congress.
1972—Near an Army chemical and 
biological warfare lab, 53 caribou are 
found dead. The base commander 
suggests they were hit by lightning.
1956—Congress adopts “In God We 
Trust” as the national motto.
1945—After delivering the Hiroshi-
ma A-bomb, the U.S.S. Indianapolis is 
torpedoed and sunk. Due to security 
measures, the sinking isn’t reported 
for 5 days; sharks and drowning claim 
880 out of 1,100 aboard.
1938—Adolph Hitler pins the Grand 
Cross of the Supreme Order of the 
German Eagle on his pal Henry Ford.
1916—German saboteurs destroy a 
thousand tons of  munitions stored on 
a barge at Black Tom Island in New 
York Harbor. Three men and a baby 
are killed; the Statue of Liberty’s up-
raised arm is hit by shrapnel.
1866—Blacks march for civil rights in 
New Orleans; rioting whites kill 44.
1864—Union forces breach Con-
federate defenses at Petersburg with 
a a huge mine. A drawn straw puts 
Brig. Gen. James Ledlie in command. 
Drunk, he sends Union soldiers into 
the crater; 4,000 are slaughtered. 
1419—A religious dispute precipitates 
the First Defenestration of Prague.

1999—Eugene Shoemaker becomes 
the first Earthling whose cremated 
remains are interred on the moon.
1996—Gerald Ford and George 
H.[H.] Walker Bush uphold the dig-
nity of their former office by speaking 
for pay before an audience of Moonies.
1993—The control stick of a Robin-
son R44 helicopter breaks after 174 
hours of use. It crashes and burns in El 
Monte, Calif., killing all three aboard.
1974—Richard Nixon’s former advi-
sor John Ehrlichman gets a free five-
year stay at a felons’ country club.
1972—Tom Eagleton withdraws his 
candidacy; the public is shocked.
1971—The “Justice” Department 
OK’s ITT’s ownership of Hart-
ford Fire Insurance; ITT’s recent 
$400,000 “contribution” to the GOP 
convention is a mere coincidence.
1971—Dave Scott drives the first a 
motor vehicle on the moon. 
1961—Bruce Britt Sr. outruns cops 
at 120 mph, runs aboard a DC-3 in 
Chico, Calif., and shoots two men, 
but the first U.S. skyjacking fails.
1950—Chicago OK’s a plan to tattoo 
citizens with their blood type.
1944—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 
disappears over southern France.
1938—New York Yankee Jake Powell 
is suspended for saying on Chicago ra-
dio that he’d “hit every colored person 
in Chicago over the head with a club.”
1934—Gerhard Zucker’s proposed 
mail rocket explodes in Scotland: the 
mail is incinerated, and he’s deported.

2007—An interstate highway bridge 
in Minneapolis collapses, killing 13.
1989—In New Zealand, a Robinson 
R22 breaks up in mid-air and crash-
es, killing the pilot and a passenger.
1976—First occupation of the 
Seabrook nuclear power plant site.
1972—The Washington Post reports 
on a “two-bit burglary” at DNC HQ.
1972—First Lt. G.W. Bush loses his 
Air National Guard flying status be-
cause he skipped a required physical 
exam that included a drug test. 
1969—A Mass. Superior Court judge 
denies a DA’s request for an inquest 
into Mary Jo Kopechne’s death.
1966—Ex-Eagle Scout, honor stu-
dent, and former Marine Charles 
Whitman shoots 45 (killing 12) from 
a tower at the University of Texas.
1946—Corrupt Democrats in Ath-
ens, Tennessee, hole up in a jailhouse 
with ballot boxes. Disgruntled vets 
armed with Thompson guns stolen 
from the local Guard armory lay seige.
1921—Police Chief Sid Hatfield and 
Deputy Ed Chambers are shot dead 
on the courthouse steps in Matewan, 
W.Va. The Baldwin-Feltes detectives 
who shot them claim self-defense and 
are not prosecuted.
1917—IWW organizer Frank Little 
is lynched in Butte, Mont. No one 
bothers to look for the culprits.
1870—Norton I is listed on the San 
Francisco census as “Emperor.”
1758—The nation’s first Indian reser-
vation is established—in New Jersey.

2007—A Robinson R44 crashes in 
Easton, Wash. after its tail rotor fails. 
The ensuing fire kills the pilot and 
three passengers, and burns 485 acres.
2000—The GOP picks George 
W.[MD] Bush to preside, and Dick 
“Dick” Cheney to run the country.
1993—A short circuit sends a self-de-
struct command to a Titan IV rocket 
over the Pacific which blows up, de-
stroying $1 billion in spy satellites.
1990—Iraq invades Kuwait.
1964—The U.S.S. Maddox, in North 
Vietnamese territorial waters to sup-
port covert South Vietnamese attacks, 
fires on North Vietnamese torpedo 
boats. When they fire back, Maddox 
reports an “unprovoked” attack.
1946—Disgruntled veterans in 
Athens, Tenn. prevail over a crooked 
Democratic machine, thanks to sever-
al well-placed dynamite blasts.
1943—Treblinka prisoners revolt. Only 
40 survive, but they close the camp.
1943—The nimble American PT boat 
#109 is rammed and sunk by a relative-
ly ponderous Japanese destroyer.
1939—A. Einstein informs FDR that 
a nuclear bomb is doable.
1931—A. Einstein urges all scientists 
to refuse military work.
1865—The CSS Shenandoah, after 
capturing and sinking American 
whaling vessels all summer, learns 
that the war’s been over since April.
1832—Starving Sauk and Fox wom-
en and children surrender at Bad Axe, 
Wis. They’re massacred by militia. 

2016—A tidy German drifter on La 
Palma in the Canaries lights his used 
toiled paper with a match; his fire burns 
12,000 acres and kills a firefighter.
1981—Federal air traffic controllers 
have the gall to go on strike. 
1980—Ronald Reagan delivers his 
first post-convention speech, touting 
“states’ rights,” two miles from where 
three murdered civil rights workers 
had been buried 19 years earlier.
1971—New Hampshire’s own Alan 
Shepard becomes the first man to 
whack a golf ball on the moon.
1966—Lenny Bruce beats a four-
month bit for obscenity by dying.
1962—Tusko the elephant dies in an 
Oklahoma City zoo two hours after 
researchers give him LSD.
1961—Leon Beardon and his son 
Cody skyjack a Boeing 707 being 
piloted by Byron Rickards over New 
Mexico. Rickards also piloted the first 
plane to be skyjacked: a Ford Tri-Mo-
tor, in Peru, in 1931.
1943—Gen. George S. Patton slaps 
a shell-shocked private in an Army 
hospital in Sicily.
1931—In Chicago, an anti-eviction 
march by 60,000 turns into a riot; 
three die.
1923—In Plymouth, Vt., at 2:47 a.m., 
by the light of a kerosene lantern, Cal-
vin Coolidge is sworn in as President 
by his own father.
1919—The Chicago race riot ends 
with 38 dead, 537 injured, and 1,000 
blacks homeless.

2003—Lightning strikes a Bard-
stown, Ky., warehouse, sparking a 
fire; 19,000 barrels release 800,000 
gallons—a flaming river of Jim Beam; 
thousands of fish die as high winds 
whip up a 100-foot firenado.
1992—Republicans re-nominate the 
Bush/Quayle ticket. Snicker.
1987—The FCC jettisons the Fairness 
Doctrine, declaring it “restricts the 
journalistic freedom of broadcasters.”
1973—Toronto cops bust Yankee 
outfielder Dave Winfield for killing a 
seagull with a thrown ball.
1964—The U.S.S. Maddox and U.S.S. 
Turner Joy report a second torpedo at-
tack in Gulf of Tonkin. There are no 
casualties; nor is there any damage. 
Defense Secretary McNamara with-
holds from President Johnson warn-
ings that it may just be a false alarm.
1961—Barack H. Obama allegedly is 
born in Hawaii.
1948—HUAC chairman J.P. Thom-
as’s pocketing of the payroll from 
his pals’ no-show jobs is exposed in 
Drew Pearson’s column.
1945—Joe Cleary’s MLB career lasts 
one-third of an inning, pitching for 
the Senators. He gives up five hits 
and three walks—ERA: 189. Bert 
Shepard, whose career lasts one 
game, relieves him. The one-legged 
pitcher gives up just three hits and 
one run. The Red Sox win 15-4.
1892—Andrew and Abby Borden get 
the axe; Lizzie, acquitted, lives on in 
Fall River until 1927.
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“It is a true saying that a man 
must eat a peck of salt with his 

friend before he knows him.” 
— Miguel de Cervantes 

(Don Quixote)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996

The  
New Hampshire  

Gazette 
is the most economical  

advertising medium on the 
Seacoast. This space is  

available for just twenty  
dollars. To learn more, 

call (603) 433-9898, or e-mail 
editors@nhgazette.com.
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