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The Fortnightly Rant

Conservatives Flock to Socialist
Hellhole, Worship Golden Effigy

T

he Conservative Political Action Conference [CPAC] for
the Year of Our Lord 2021—we
hope they appreciate that pious
flourish—began yesterday in sunny,
socialistic Orlando, Florida.
Say what? Socialistic?
Sure—what else would you call
a place that requires everybody to
wear a mask, just to keep the rest of
its puny citizens alive?
Orlando is the Seat of Orange
County, which is ruled—with an
iron fist, of course; mustn’t leave out
that important detail—by an elected mayor and six commissars. They
claim to be “commissioners,” but
let’s keep it real: only one of those
seven is a Republican.
It’s probably safe to assume that
the true purpose of the County’s
mask mandate is to train the proletariat to obey the will of the commissars. They would claim otherwise, of
course, perhaps citing some alarmist
narrative in the liberal media as justification for their tyranny.
If so, the New York Times stands
ready. It was claiming on Thursday
that anyone in Orange County
faced a “very high risk” of becoming
infected with the virus some say is
causing the alleged Covid-19 pandemic. ICU occupancy is above 74
percent; test positivity is also high.
That suggests, according to the
Times, that actual cases may be being
undercounted.
The Times may be confusing
Covid infection stats with 2020
Census figures on resident Hispanic
non-citizens—those are supposed to
be undercounted.
This annual Right Wing Festivus
is billed as “The largest and most influential gathering of conservatives
in the world.” In theory, that could
be true; based on that ilk’s record,

though, we wouldn’t bet on it.
We’re not sure these people are
even conservatives. The Hyatt Regency, the site they chose for their
convention, has a mask mandate
of its own. Does that mean attendees will be forced to wear two
masks, one for the County and one
for the Hyatt? Didn’t Dr. Anthony “The Little Fascist” Fauci just
recommended two masks? Are we
supposed to believe this is all just a
coincidence? Sheesh—just march
into the gulag, why don’t ya?
[Sound effect of static crackling…] Woops—stand by…. This
just in: we have a report that a golden calf has been sighted at the Hyatt.
Here’s the video—two men are
trundling something along a soulless corridor on a wheeled pallet…
but that’s no golden calf. That’s a
larger-than-life, gold-plated
effigy of Donald Trump
wearing flag-themed
shorts and flipflops.
We take it all
back. They are
conser vatives.
Or perhaps we
should say, they’re
“Conservatives.”
Not so very long
ago—back when the
editor was still learning his
letters—there was a Senator from
Ohio named Robert Alphonso Taft,
Sr. The son of the 27th President,
who became a Chief Justice, Taft
was often called “Mr. Republican.”
How in the ever-loving world,
one has to wonder, did the GOP
devolve from “taciturn and coldly
intellectual” Bob Taft to Donald
Trump?
Here’s our version of the story:
Nixon demonstrated unequiv-

ocally that it’s possible to be simultaneously a hard-core
Republican and a crook.
More importantly,
he proved that you
could be a fairly unrepentant
crook, and still
be eventually rehabilitated.
After Ford
fanned some of
Nixon’s stench away,
Ronald Reagan came
along and cleared a new
path—or clearcut the forest. Citing the increase of viewing options
made possible by cable TV, he nixed
the Fairness Doctrine. His position on the matter was firmly sited
in conservative doctrine; no one
has any right to expect the state to
promote fairness. Thomas Paine, of
course, would be appalled. Such a
position directly conflicted with everything he ever wrote.
Given free rein by Reagan, Rush

Limbaugh prepared the soil. Freed
from the minimal constraint of
giving equal time to opposing
views—sane ones, for example—
Limbaugh’s employers lined their
pockets by allowing him to vent his
noxious spleen.
Limbaugh’s audience—disgruntled people who were even then
being cast aside by an economy that
had no use for them—found his act
intoxicating. They learned that they
were not alone. They wanting someone to blame for their woes; Limbaugh offered them women and
people of color. Hating innocent
victims proved easier than figuring
out that they, too, were victims of the
system making Limbaugh rich.
Then along came Newt. In 1994,
reaping a bountiful harvest of the
now-chronically enraged, Gingrich
converted their energy into support
for his “Contract With America,”
a package of policies designed to
amplify the causes of their miseries.
Contract On America would have

been more accurate.
After 40 years of Democratic control, the House flipped in a landslide.
The freshmen class of Republicans
made Limbaugh an Honorary
Member of Congress.
Now, as the decedent himself
was wont to say when a decent person expired, Rush Limbaugh “has
assumed room temperature.” The
GOP is charging ahead, though,
on the path he blazed. Perhaps it’s a
coincidence, but the stage at CPAC
is shaped like the
Norse rune “odal,”
which SS troops
wore on the collars
of their uniforms.
Dolt #45’s closest
allies are playing hookie from the
House, citing “the ongoing public
health emergency”—for which they
won’t wear masks. They’re on the
schedule in Orlando, though—can’t
be among the missing when it’s time
to bow to the golden effigy, up on
the Nazi stage.

‘comrade Kostin.’”
The authors, according to the Post,
write that “Comrade Kostin,” real
name Valery Kostikov, “belongs to
the KGB’s Thirteenth Department
for assassinations abroad.”
Actually, no. That Kostin/Kostakov link to the Thirteenth Department is a lie the CIA’s James Jesus
Angleton told to J. Edgar Hoover.
It’s been previously debunked, but
apparently won’t die. It sells too
many books.
Speaking of books, Jefferson
Morley’s Our Man in Mexico: Winston Scott and the Hidden History of
the CIA puts Operation Dragon in
quite an interesting light.
Winston Scott was the long-time
CIA station chief in Mexico City
in 1963. Author Morley worked on
the book with Scott’s son Michael.
Here’s the short version: Morley

and Scott fils discovered plenty of
evidence that James Jesus Angleton
and David Atlee Phillips were running an operation in Mexico City,
bypassing Scott, the station chief.
In the book’s afterword, Morley
quotes Angleton saying, of the assassination, “A mansion has many
rooms and there were many things
going on.…I am not privy to who
struck John.” David Atlee Phillips—a prime suspect for many assassination researchers—is quoted
saying, “My final take on the assassination is that there was a conspiracy,
likely including American intelligence officers.”
To all of which we can only add,
that’s life for you—just one limited
hangout after another.

The Alleged News®

Well, That Mystery is Finally Solved…

I

t’s about damn time. What has it
been, now…57 years?
“Lee Harvey Oswald was a KGB
associate who was personally instructed by Soviet leader Nikita
Khrushchev to assassinate President Kennedy. Sometime shortly
thereafter, the Soviets changed their
minds, and Oswald was told to drop
the plan. But Oswald, harboring a
blinding love for all things USSR,
refused.”
At least, so say the authors of Operation Dragon: Inside the Kremlin’s
secret war against the United States,
according to a write-up about the
book in Monday’s New York Post.
“Well,” you may well say, “that
assertion seems rather bold. What
evidence do the authors have have
to back it up?”
The Post says that the “authors
claim that all the evidence needed

to make their case is contained in
the 26-volume Warren Commission Report, but that so much of it is
‘codified’ that no one understood its
significance until now.
Clever fellows, these authors, to
have deciphered that which so many
others have failed for so long to perceive. Who might they be?
“Ambassador R. James Woolsey, who ran the CIA from 19931995 (and who, ironically, resigned
abruptly during the scandal over
Aldrich Ames, a CIA officer turned
Russian double agent), and Lt. Gen.
Ion Mihai Pacepa, a former acting
chief of Communist Romania’s
espionage service and the ‘highest-ranking intelligence official from
an enemy country ever granted political asylum in the United States’
(Pacepa died of COVID earlier this
month).”

In our current political climate,
some unknown percentage of the
population already believes that
The Former Guy might have taken
marching orders from a murderous
ex-FSB goon. Now one of our exspy chiefs would have us believe that
JFK was bumped off by a KGB plot
gone wrong.
Maybe it’s good that it took so
long for this book to come out. At
this stage it can’t do much harm.
We can’t say we’re convinced,
though. In fact, it sounds more like
Woolsey’s ready for some rest. Does
anyone have the number for Marla
Grayson, Rosamund Pike’s character from I Care A Lot?
What is genuinely intriguing
about Operation Dragon is its reference to Lee Harvey Oswald having
“a clandestine meeting in Mexico
City with his Soviet case officer,

The Alleged News®
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Approximately How Doomed Are We?

We humans had some bracing climate news this fortnight. Species
which can’t read were spared, of
course.
On Monday, Gizmodo’s Molly
Taft reported on the disturbing results of a subtle new study.
It has long been understood
that fresh water streaming from
the Greenland ice sheet into the
Atlantic Meridional Overturning
Current [AMOC] has the effect
of slowing down the Gulf Stream.
This has been understood for so
long that Roland Emmerich made
a ridiculous Hollywood blockbuster
extrapolating on that premise back
in 2004.
Taft points to a study, published in
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences—so, real journal, real
scientists—which summarizes its
findings thusly:
“Ongoing greenhouse gas emissions
put elements of the Earth system at risk
for crossing critical thresholds (tipping
points), leading to abrupt irreversible
climate change. … Here we show that
increasing rates of change of ice melt

can induce a collapse of the Atlantic
Meridional Overturning Circulation
in a global ocean model, while no critical threshold in ice melt is crossed and
slower increases to the same level of
ice melt do not induce tipping. Moreover, the chaotic dynamics of the climate
make such a collapse hard to predict.
This shows that the safe operating space
of the Earth system might be smaller
than previously thought.”
In short, people have been primarily concerned about the volume
of fresh water being added. It looks
like the speed at which it’s being
added matters, too—and maybe
more.
So, that’s the rather vague, abstract
bad news. What else is going on at
the Doomsday Desk?
Michael Mann, whose “hockey
stick graph” caused the right wingers to flip their wigs, posted a Twitter
thread about AMOC on Thursday.
He cites another new study published in Nature GeoScience which
has found that:
“(AMOC)…redistributes heat on
our planet and has a major impact on
climate. Here, we compare a variety of

published proxy records to reconstruct
the evolution of the AMOC since about
AD 400. A fairly consistent picture of
the AMOC emerges: after a long and
relatively stable period, there was an
initial weakening starting in the nineteenth century, followed by a second,
more rapid, decline in the mid-twentieth century, leading to the weakest
state of the AMOC occurring in recent
decades.”
Is it too late to become illiterate?
–=≈=–

Free State Reject Gets Tough Sentence

It took Chase Winovich about one day to find a rental apartment in Portsmouth. It didn’t take much effort, either. He just went on Twitter and
declared his love for the town. People went nuts trying to help. Apparently when you play defensive end for the New England Patriots, everyone
wants to be your friend. To get similarly rapid results, less-celebrated people
must generally resort to offering huge wads of cash. People new to the area
must first overcome a case of sticker shock, though. Who would’a thunk this
mini-mansion would be priced at $1,800,000? It is, though—no foolin’.

We don’t often see fit to run press
releases from the U.S. Attorney, but
this came through on Wednesday….
“CONCORD—Christopher C.
Cantwell, 40, of Keene, was sentenced to 41 months in federal prison after being convicted of extortion
and threat charges by a federal jury
in September, United States Attorney Scott W. Murray announced
today.”
Yes, this would be Christopher
Cantwell, the famous “Crying Nazi.”
The wheels of justice grind slowly,

but they grind exceeding small.
“During four days of trial testimony, the jury was presented with
evidence that Cantwell maintained
an active online presence, including
operating a website and an internet
call-in program. Evidence at trial
showed that Cantwell believed that
members of an online group called
the ‘Bowl Patrol’ had been harassing
him online….”
Sadly, the work product of those
wheels tends to be rather dull, too.
Let’s cut to the chase.
Cantwell earned the name “Crying Nazi” in August, 2017, after the
deadly Charlottesville, N.C. “Unite
the Right” rally. He told Vice News
that day that the murder of Heather
Heyer was “more than justified,” but
cried as he filmed a video of himself whining about his own legal
problems. He also described, during
the same video, making a desperate call for advice to a Keene police
officer—a rather odd move for a
self-described libertarian.
Perhaps it was that lack of com-

Sometimes Old is Good

The arts are vital to our vibrant Seacoast community.
Please consider supporting your many local arts and
culture organizations in this time of crisis.
Gathering together to experience the arts is the heart
and soul of what we do here at The Music Hall.
We are ever grateful for the unwavering support of our
community, and look forward to seeing you when our
doors reopen.
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603.436.2400 • THEMUSICHALL.ORG
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The Fechheimer Building, one of the finest examples of a cast-iron facade in Portland, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in
the National Register of Historic Places,
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a
subscription to this newspaper.

mitment to principle which caused
him to get kicked out of the Free
State Project in 2012.
“Cantwell was convicted of one
count of transmitting extortionate
communications and one count of
threatening to injure property or
reputation,” the U.S. Attorney continued. “The jury found Cantwell
not guilty of cyberstalking. Cantwell
has been in custody since his arrest
on January 23, 2020.”
The worst thing about that press
release is that it missed the best part
altogether. Hilary Sargent has that
covered, though. She has been following the Cantwell saga at Nick R.
Martin’s TheInformant.news.
“The ‘Crying Nazi’ cried during
the hearing before U.S. District
Judge Paul Barbadoro issued the
sentence at an in-person hearing
this morning in Concord, New
Hampshire.”
Of course he did. He also snitched
on a whole mess of other Nazis,
which ought to make his next 41
months…interesting.

“Happy
to
Support
Progressive
Journalism
and
The
New Hampshire
Gazette”
– Joe Keefe
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“I Was A Slave,
Even Here in New Hampshire”

The Black Heritage Trail of New
Hampshire [BHTNH] has a challenging mission: reveal Black history that never was taught to a state
whose citizens are 93 percent white.
Its latest presentation, “‘I was a
slave, even here in New Hampshire’:
The Concord Black Heritage Tour,”
shows how well that can be done.
The 45-minute video presents
sites and notable African Americans from Concord’s founding until
recent times. It tells the story of the
first meeting of the legislature in
the new capital in 1782, at the Rev.
Timothy Walker’s house and warehouse, where Governor, Governor’s
Council, and legislature, were served
by Prince, Violet, and Luce, enslaved
in his household.
It includes stories of enslavement,
emancipation, the underground
railroad, abolitionism, and the visits of Frederick Douglass. In more
recent times, the tour tells the story
of renowned African American il-

lustrator, Mel Bolden, and concludes
with an interview with Sen. Melanie
Levesque. The tour is part of BHTNH’s mission to expand statewide,
and the video will be a resource for
teachers and for community learning and discussion.
BHTNH board member, tour cohost and writer Sen. David Watters
remarked, “African American history is New Hampshire history, and
this is especially true in the capital
city, since actions by the legislature
determined the course of racial relations from the beginning.”
BHTNH Director JerriAnne
Boggis said, “By reintroducing these
stories of New Hampshire’s early
Black citizens, we create a space for
dialogues around race, diversity, and
inclusion. These corrective narratives
make it possible to decrease barriers
of misunderstanding and decrease
people’s racial anxiety.”
The video can be accessed now
at https://youtu.be/WhNu6mWn4xI.
Soon there will be a guide to resources to accompany the video.

Meet Ruth, The Scent Guru

Photo courtesy of @Scentguru

The Flag Police were minding their own business—well, they were lurking on Twitter—and came across this shocking photo of a torn, tattered,
ripped, and fouled flag, flying in blatant violation of 4 U.S.C. § 8, Respect
for the Flag. It was posted by The Scent Guru [@Scentguru], and accompanied by this message: “When I was a kid, I was taught our flag had to be
taken down & folded at the end of the day. On 2/23/20, I saw this torn &
tired flag on a town property—for me, it was a symbol of how we were as
a nation. I complained to the town & it was replaced. #LeadershipMatters
#OurFlag.” Intrigued, naturally, the Flag Police made inquiries—and
found a new friend. See “Meet The Scent Guru,” at right.
Murph’s Fortnightly Quote
“Hitler loved to describe any newspaper
that exposed him for what he was as Luegenpresse,
which is German for Fake News.”
– Oliver Markus Malloy, author, comic

Acting on behalf of the Flag Police, we requested permission from
@Scentguru to reproduce the photo
at left. Permission was promptly
granted, and, what’s more, our faith
in humanity is partially restored. @
Scentguru wrote back:
“My name is Ruth Sutcliffe, and
I live in Greenwich, Conn. I am a
proud American with a lineage
that goes back to the Revolutionary War (I’m a descendant of Miles
Standish). When I was a child we
were taught to take the flag in and
fold it at the end of the day. (And
remember the time when wearing or
displaying the flag in the wrong way
would create a scandal?)
“My ancestors fought for freedom
of religion, speech and inclusion, so
this past year has been terribly upsetting for me. When I saw this
flag every day I took my walk, it just
made me very sad. I contacted the
Parks and Recreation Department
more than once, and even offered

“…I have a total irreverence for anything connected with society except
that which makes the roads safer, the beer stronger, the food cheaper and
the old men and old women warmer in the winter and happier in the summer.”
– Brendan Behan (1923–1964), Irish rebel, poet, and playwright

john@wordpraxis.com

North River Woodworks

Pining for the Newsprint, 265/12

Once again we devote this space to a
brief meditation on returning to our
former physical presence on plain
old newsprint.
Normally this practice is both
soothing and envigorating. The
way things have been going lately, though, we have to wonder: will
there still be a Post Office to mail
them?
We have been relying on the U.S.
Post Office and its successors to
deliver our newspaper to subscribers since Benjamin Franklin was
still Postmaster and all those pretty
French girls were just a twinkle in
his roguish eye. Ol’ Ben has now had
74 successors. Never has there been
one half so truculent as Louis DeJoy.
DeJoy has always seemed familiar, in a queasy-making kind of way.
Today we realized why: he reminds
us of M. Emmet Walsh playing
Lorren Visser, in the Coen Brothers’ Blood Simple—all that’s lacking
is the charm.

“Nothing in all the world is more dangerous
than sincere ignorance and conscientious stupidity.”
– Martin Luther King, Jr., Strength to Love (1963)

Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

them a flag we have in our house
that is still folded in its box. The flag
was change a few weeks later.
“I am a scent designer, and after
a long career developing fragrance
for all kinds of end-uses, from soaps
and detergents to celebrity perfumes, I decided to develop Essential Awakenings® Smell & Memory
kits for seniors living with dementia
and MindScent® a multi-sensory
kit for children with development
and speech communication impairments such as autism.
“Since COVID-19 I am now
selling my kits for Smell Training to
people who have anosmia from the
virus or other illnesses.
“With Kind Regards,
“Ruth”
Working with the vexillological
arm of the law enforcement community has always been rewarding,
but meeting Ruth has been special.
Readers, here is her URL:
https://thescentgurugroup.com.
–=≈=–

51 Penhallow Street, Portsmouth, NH 603 436 6518
Check our website for today’s specials! www.ceresbakery.com

Open 7 days!

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

As soon as it’s safe for them to do so, our volunteer distributors
will resume bringing this newspaper to following locations:

Concord:

The State House Visitor’s Center,
Gibson’s Book Store, 45 S. Main St.
Concord COOP Grocery Store, 24 S. Main St.
Concord Public Library, 45 Green St.
Franklin Pierce Law School, 2 White St.

A Constantly-Changing Selection
of

New & Used Books
in both

Hard Cover & Paperback
Your Coffee, Ice Cream, Children
& Pets Are All Welcome
Store Hours
Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sun: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

Hanover:

Hanover Public Library, 13 South St.

Keene:

Keene Public Library, 60 Winter St.

Lebanon:

Lebanon Public Library, 9 E. Park St.
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To the Editor:
I agree with the conclusions made
by the author of [an article at RedState.com, headlined “Wow—Missouri
County Passes an Act Empowering Sheriffs to Arrest Feds Who Try to Confiscate
Guns”] and add one thought.
If the other states follow this lead,
and state law enforcement and/or other state resources, like their National
Guard units, have to be used at any
time to stop federal agents from restricting or taking people’s “guns,” [sic]
there will be a real moral dilemma for
the officers in the military.
Can those protecting their right to
bear arms—John Q. citizen and their
state civil servants—under laws like
this, really be “enemies foreign and
domestic,” when the states have an
obligation and right to protect that
Constitutional right? The Second
Amendment was written to keep all
other rights in the Constitution enforceable.
Having arms—for the noncriminal
citizens whose rights are inalienable—
is the only way individuals can protect
those rights if an oppressive entity attempts to take them. For the military
passing on getting involved there is a
recent precedent to say they should
stay out of it:
The USSR air force would not
support the Communist party leaders against Letsin [Yeltsin?] and his
fight for liberty and freedoms when
they were called up to do so. This
ended the suppressive and dictatorial
failed Marxist socialist “communist”
single-party (Democrats wish) ruling
central planning government that we
are quickly approaching here in the
good OLD USA.
Given the Democrats’ evolved position toward firearms, I’d bet we’re
going to see other places following
Newton’s lead.
And personally, I don’t think any
of this is heartening. It indicates the
level of polarization we’re likely to
face in the future. Many have said two
Americas are forming, and that can’t
be helpful in a place called the United
States.

But this is where we are, and Missouri’s on the cutting edge. Or…the
trigger.
Jeff Frost
Alexandria, N.H.
Jeff:
Thanks for writing; we are grateful
for your letter, which we edited a bit for
clarity. We apologize for any errors; please
advise if we missed the mark. The topic
you raised was too intriguing to pass over.
RedState’s editorial policies are, of
course, in line with current Republican
orthodoxy, i.e., the Constitution consists of
the Second Amendment, plus a few other
items which may be optional and extraneous. Your letter was a model of clarity,
compared to its article. It did link, though,
to its more coherent source: Ben Shapiro’s
DailyWire.com. While no less ideological than RedState, at least the DailyWire believes in grammar:
“One Missouri County, concerned that
the federal government might infringe
on the Second Amendment rights of its
citizens, passed an ordinance this month
which would invalidate any such attempt
by the federal government.
“The Second Amendment Preservation
Act of Newton County, Missouri, states:
“Be it enacted by the Newton County Missouri Commission as follows: All
federal acts, laws, orders, rules and regulations passed by the Federal government
and specifically any Presidential Administration whether past, present or future,
which infringe on the people’s right to
keep and bear arms as guaranteed by the
Second Amendment to the United States
and Article 1, Section 23 of the Missouri
Constitution shall be invalid in the county, shall not be recognized by this county,
and specifically rejected by this county,
and shall be considered null and void and
of no effect in this county.
“Such acts, laws, orders, rules and regulations include but are not limited to
any tax levy, fee, or stamp imposed on
firearms, firearm accessories, or ammunition not common to all other goods and
services … any registration or tracking of
firearms, firearm accessories or ammunition…any act ordering the confiscation of
firearms, firearm accessories or ammunition…and finally, any act, whether past,
present or future passed by the United
States Congress and signed into law by

Protest

To sin by silence, when we should protest,
Makes cowards out of men. The human race
Has climbed on protest. Had no voice been raised
Against injustice, ignorance, and lust,
The inquisition yet would serve the law,
And guillotines decide our least disputes.
The few who dare, must speak and speak again
To right the wrongs of many. Speech, thank God,
No vested power in this great day and land
Can gag or throttle. Press and voice may cry
Loud disapproval of existing ills;
May criticise oppression and condemn
The lawlessness of wealth-protecting laws
That let the children and childbearers toil
To purchase ease for idle millionaires.
Therefore I do protest against the boast
Of independence in this mighty land.
Call no chain strong, which holds one rusted link.
Call no land free, that holds one fettered slave.
Until the manacled slim wrists of babes
Are loosed to toss in childish sport and glee,
Until the mother bears no burden, save
The precious one beneath her heart, until
God’s soil is rescued from the clutch of greed
And given back to labor, let no man
Call this the land of freedom.
john@wordpraxis.com

Ella Wheeler Wilcox (1850 –1919)

the Federal Government and specifically
any Presidential Administration which
infringes on the people’s right to keep and
bear arms in Newton County, Missouri
shall be considered null and void by the
county and not recognized by this county.
“The law adds: ‘Any and all federal
agents trying to enforce the regulations
listed in Section (1) shall be subject to arrest by the Sheriff ’s department.’”
Needless to say that, in a country already overrun by so-called Sovereign
Citizens espousing ever more fanciful
theories about the inherent powers of
sheriffs, this matter will peacefully sort
itself out in no time.
The Editor
–=≈=–

Catalonia And Spain At Loggerheads
In The Catalan Elections

To the Editor:
On February 14th there will be
elections to the Catalan Parliament.
[Note: We received this letter on February
11th, too late for inclusion in our paper of
the 12th. – The Ed.] These are not normal elections in a regional parliament
but are yet another chapter in the confrontation between the Catalan independence movement and the Spanish
state.
The European institutions are hoping that the Socialist Prime Minister,
Pedro Sánchez, will defuse the independence movement with some kind
of negotiation. The problem is that
Sánchez is very reluctant to negotiate, firstly, because his party is deeply
Spanish nationalist and, secondly,
because any concessions in Catalonia
would be used against him by Spain’s
ultra-nationalist right-wing parties.
Sánchez would need to be the party
with the most votes in the elections to
force a pact that would allow him to
expel the pro- independence supporters from the Catalan institutions and
end the crisis. If he succeeds, he will be
able to say in Europe that the Catalan
problem is deflating and that there is
no need to worry.

Will things go as the Spanish prime
minister wishes? After three years of
relentless repression, the grassroots
independence movement remains
determined and mobilised. Catalan
pro-independence supporters see
these elections as an opportunity to
show that the Catalan problem has
not gone away and will not go away
as long as their demands are not heard.
Polls show a three-way tie between
Junts, the pro-independence party
of Carles Puigdemont, ERC, also
pro-independence, and the PSC, the
Catalan branch of the Spanish socialist party. The pro-independence parties
could repeat the absolute majority and
exceed 50 percent of the votes. Therefore, it seems unlikely that Sánchez’s
party will win enough seats to form a
non-independence government.
Europe has so far been inclined not
to interfere in the Catalan case, for fear
of stirring up other separatist movements and to avoid angering Spain.
However, if pro-independence supporters achieve a resounding victory
on February 14th, Europe will have to
accept that the Catalan problem will
not be solved by looking the other way.
Maria M. Garayoa
Barcelona, Catalonia
–=≈=–

Pro-Independence Parties Win
The Catalan Elections

To the Editor:
For the third time in a row, the Catalan pro-independence movement
wins with an absolute majority in the
Catalan elections. It has won resoundingly with 74 seats, more than the 68
that establishes the majority (in the
previous elections it had won with
70). This time also with 51.22% of the
votes, making it the majority among
the voters.
The elections were due next year, but
they were brought forward because

Acupuncture, Cranial Sacral Therapy,
& Shiatsu

the Spanish courts overthrew Catalan President Joaquim Torra for having disobeyed an electoral board that
ordered him to take down a banner
criticising the imprisonment of Catalan politicians. The President refused,
citing freedom of expression, and the
Spanish judiciary considered that the
contempt was sufficient to force the
removal of the President of the Parliament of Catalonia and cause the elections to be brought forward.
Furthermore, after consulting experts on the pandemic, the provisional
Catalan executive decided to postpone
the elections for five months until the
third wave of Covid-19 had subsided.
However, yet again, the Spanish judiciary interfered forcing the elections to
be held on February 14th.
This is the same Spanish Justice
that keeps nine Catalan politicians
and activists in prison, that has issued
search and arrest warrants against seven exiled Catalan politicians (which
the German and Belgian courts rejected because they did not see the
accusations as justified or because they
understood that there were no guarantees of a fair trial in Spain). It is the
same Spanish Justice that maintains
the search and arrest warrant against
a Majorcan musician—exiled in Belgium—for singing against the King
of Spain and that is imminently going
to imprison another Catalan musician, Pablo Hasel, for also having sung
against the King.
In this context, and despite having the entire state apparatus and the
Spanish press against them, independence has won again, and has done so
obtaining a larger absolute majority
than ever and with over 51% of the
votes. In front of the pro-independence movement, we have the former Spanish socialist health minister
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during the pandemic, who has had
the full support of the state, the press
and unionism in general, and also the
Spanish extreme-right of VOX, which
has burst onto the Catalan Parliament
with 11 seats.
Given this scenario, the Spanish
state and the European Union cannot
deny the right of self-determination
of Catalan society, which must be expressed in a referendum with democratic guarantees, transparency and
without foul play. All in all, democracy
is about allowing citizens to decide at
the ballot box, not about violating their
will with the application of laws that
should in fact serve to guarantee there
is a framework that respects what societies want for themselves.
Jordi Oriola Folch
Barcelona, Catalonia
Maria and Jordi:
We don’t know what we did to deserve
it, but we’re honored to be getting news
from Catalonia. If we’re ever forced into
exile, it’s on our short list.
The Editor
–=≈=–

Republicanism Is Morphing Into Fascism

To the Editor;
The election of Joe Biden engendered optimism among some Progressives that Trump’s control over
Republican legislators would diminish, facilitating a return to a more
rational politics based on a respect for
Constitutional principles and democratic processes. The hope was based
on the assumption that most if not all
Republicans continued to honor traditional Republican values such as a
belief in small government, fiscal conservancy and a reverence for individual
initiative. Recent events, however, have
called this assumption into question.
The invasion of the Capitol revealed
the extent of Trump’s control over his

base who demonstrated their willingness to resort to violent insurrection at
his instigation. A motley collection of
fascists, white supremacists, neo-Nazis and deluded conspiracy theorists
attempted to subvert a democratic
election and threatened the lives of
political opponents on the basis of
Trump’s lies aided by crackpot internet speculation.
Such an overt attack on the foundations of democracy should have
been met with comprehensive condemnation. It largely was—except for
many right wing Republicans, most of
whom had actively participated in the
wrongful effort to overthrow election
results. During Trump’s second impeachment, over 100 House Republicans continued to support his election
lies and voted not to impeach him.
Subsequently, only seven Republican
senators voted to find him guilty of
instigating an insurrection even in the
face of overwhelming evidence.
Several state Republican Committees have censured the Senators who
voted to convict Trump. Republican
controlled state legislatures are currently engaged in crafting voter suppression legislation to preserve their
control over state elections. House
Republicans failed to censure Marjorie
Taylor Greene, the harebrained Georgia Representative who has publicly
supported the preposterous ramblings
of QAnon and other bizarre conspiracy theories.
These events indicate that the Party of Lincoln has become the Party
of Trump and is not likely to honor
traditional values any time soon. They
indicate that a fundamental social
and economic divide now separates
Republicans and Democrats and will
continue to mark an era of political
conflict. The Republican base is largely comprised of white, middle class

working people living in the heartland and rural areas of other states.
This group has chafed at the loss of
well-paying blue collar jobs to globalization and technology that has resulted in the stagnation of working class
wages while educated elites in coastal
cities have prospered. The relative economic decline has generated a deep
disdain for global and coastal elites by
the Trump base accompanied by a resentment that they have been betrayed
by politicians in both parties.
The Republican base also consists of
a large and vocal group of Protestant
fundamentalists (such as Evangelical Christians) who see coastal elites
as morally debased and Progressive
politicians as a threat to their religious
values. The abortion debate clearly indicates this divide.
Additionally, this rural white working class views the influx of brown
and black immigrants as a threat to
their cultural and ethnic identity. As
they see the U.S. becoming a majority
minority country, they see themselves
and their birthright being displaced
and their culture being eclipsed.
The convergence of economic, religious and cultural concerns among
the white rural working class has
provided Republican demagogues
with an aggrieved political base with
disturbing characteristics. It has produced a populist movement based on
a racist nationalism that harkens back
to an idealized historical period (e.g.
MAGA). It has elevated an authoritarian demagogue to its leadership and
demonstrates an emotional and often
irrational attachment to him. The
invasion of the Capitol has demonstrated that it will resort to violence in
the effort to achieve the political ends
defined by its leader. You do not have
to be a political scientist to recognize
these characteristics. They are a textbook definition of fascism. A large
faction of the Republican Party led by
Donald Trump has become a fascist

party. It should be recognized as such
and seen as a threat to Constitutional,
democratic governance.
Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.
Harrisburg, Pa.
–=≈=–

Why No Mention Of Plutonium
In Media Coverage Of Mars Rover?

To the Editor:
I am disheartened that the media
shows little inclination to mention the
words “plutonium” or “probabilities of
accidental release” in their so-called reporting of the Mars rover arrival. You
have to question who they work for.
A “1 in 960 chance of a deadly plutonium release” is a real concern—
gamblers in Las Vegas would be happy
with those odds.
We daily hear the excited anticipation of the nuclear industry as stories
reveal the growing plans for hosts of
launches of nuclear devices—more
rovers on Mars, mining colonies on
the moon, even nuclear reactors to
power rockets bound for Mars. The
nuclear industry is rolling the dice
while people on Earth have their fingers crossed in the hope technology
does not fail—as it often does.
But the media, while ignoring the
Mars rover plutonium story, is also
guilty of not reporting about the years
of toxic contamination at the Department of Energy (DoE) nuclear labs
where these space nuclear devices are
produced. The Idaho Nuclear lab or
Los Alamos Nuclear lab in New Mexico have long track records of worker
and environmental contamination
during this dirty space nuke fabrication process.
The public will need to do more
than cross their fingers in hopes that
nothing goes wrong. We need to speak
out loudly so Congress, NASA and
the DoE hear that we do not support
the nuclearization of the heavens.
Go solar or better yet—stay home
and use our tax dollars to take care
of the legions of people without jobs,
health care, housing, food, or heat.
Mars can wait.
For more, see: http://space4peace.
blogspot.com/2021/02/our-opposition-remains-dangers-of.html
Bruce K. Gagnon, Coordinator,

Global Network Against Weapons &
Nuclear Power in Space
PO Box 652
Brunswick, ME 04011
(207) 389-4606; http://www.space4peace.org; http://space4peace.blogspot.
com (blog)
“Thank God men cannot fly, and lay
waste the sky as well as the earth.”
– Henry David Thoreau
Bruce:
Thanks a lot. With our deadline looming, we just spent an hour surveying the
history of radioactive satellites. Yoiks!
The Editor
–=≈=–

Keep the Help Homeless

To the Editor,
The legislature is coming at New
Hampshire with numerous Republican-sponsored bills that would
“urbanize” the state faster than Joe
Biden and Kamala Harris can revive
Obama’s AFFH.
These bills should be opposed because they reward developers with
your tax money and promote the
building of apartments everywhere.
Single-family homeowners beware.
Your taxes will go up, and your property values will go down. HB 586, HB
132, HB 189, HB 154, SB 86.
HB 288 is a bill that was submitted
to repeal the Housing Appeals Board
and should be supported. No 3-person
state board should allow predatory developers to override your votes at town
meeting.
For more information on these bills
and what to do about them please see
bedfordresidents.com’s newsletter for Feb
13, 2021
You might also ask the Governor
what he is thinking by promoting this?
Jane Aitken
Bedford, N.H.
Jane:
Stalwartly protecting the sacred right
of every Granite Stater to own a McMansion, the environs of which are unsullied by the homes of the sort of people
who do the yardwork. Quelle surprise.
We can’t help but wonder where you stand
on public transportation. Perhaps you just
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To Pave Way for DeJoy’s Ouster, 80 House Democrats Urge Biden to Quickly Fill Postal Board Vacancies
by Jake Johnson, staff writer
Common Dreams

W

arning that the U.S. Postal
Service will continue to be
under threat as long as Postmaster
General Louis DeJoy has “free rein”
to impose his agenda, a group of 80
House Democrats is calling on President Joe Biden to quickly fill the vacancies on the mail agency’s board in
order to stop DeJoy from inflicting
further damage and set the stage for
his removal.
Led by Reps. Alma Adams
(D-N.C.), Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.),
and Gerry Connolly (D-Va.), the
lawmakers argued in a letter to
Biden on February 17th that “filling the vacant seats on the Postal
Service’s Board of Governors with
strong, passionate advocates for the
institution will allow it to function
in a nonpartisan manner, and will
allow the board to seriously consider whether the current postmaster

general is suitable to continue in his
role.”
Connolly, the chairman of the
House Subcommittee on Government Operations—a panel
with jurisdiction over the Postal
Service—said in a statement that
DeJoy’s tenure as former President
Donald Trump’s “handpicked postmaster general has been one of deliberate sabotage, draconian service
cuts, and craven partisanship.”
“The Postal Service cannot continue to operate without dedicated
leadership who believe in its mission and will fight for its success,”
said Connolly, who has been demanding DeJoy’s resignation since
last August. “I urge President Biden
to quickly fill the vacancies on the
Board of Governors with individuals who respect this treasured American institution and who will work
tirelessly to restore it for the use of
generations to come.”
There are currently four vacancies

on the 11-member Postal Service
board, including three Senate-confirmed governor spots. While Biden
does not have the legal authority to
remove DeJoy himself, filling the
three open positions with Democrats would give the party a majority of board governors and the votes
necessary to replace the postmaster
general.
“We do not doubt that the Postal Service requires some thoughtful reforms in order to continue
to provide excellent service to the
American people in the years to
come; however, there is a plethora
of evidence that Postmaster General DeJoy is not equipped to meet
the rigors of these challenges,” the
House Democrats wrote.
The lawmakers’ letter came as DeJoy is preparing to unveil a new slate
of policy changes that—if allowed
to take effect—would further slow
mail delivery and increase prices for
consumers and businesses.

As the Washington Post reported
earlier this month, DeJoy—a GOP
megadonor to Trump—is considering a proposal that would “put all
first-class mail onto a single delivery
track…a move that would mean
slower and more costly delivery for
both consumers and commercial
mailers.”
DeJoy’s new plan, which has yet
to be finalized, would also prevent
“First Class mail from being shipped
by airplane…forcing all of it into
trucks and a relay of distribution depots,” according to the Post.
Any additional delivery slowdowns would come on top of dramatic USPS performance declines
that critics attributed to the operational changes DeJoy implemented
soon after he took office last June.
Despite his complete lack of experience at the Postal Service, the
USPS Board of Governors unanimously appointed DeJoy last May
and has since defended his actions

from page five
give the help castoff shoes.
Our readers will no doubt understand that we publish your letter only
as an heuristic aide: you’re against it?
Duly noted. We’ll review it, and probably support it.
The Editor
–=≈=–

The Die is Cast

To the Editor:
The privileged class of Congress
has spoken. What kind of America
will we be?
Republican Senators voting to
acquit ex-President Trump have
steered our country toward rocky
reefs of autocracy, where oaths of
office mean nothing but the means
to power. Their votes have proclaimed they no longer stand for
values and principles encoded in the
lives and writings of our Founding
Fathers (and Mothers) in 1787, nor
the brave women and men who
have fought and died for America

throughout our history.
To the Republican wing of the
Senate, facts and truth continue to
be irrelevant. Democratic House
managers provided America with a
master class in democracy, attended by 50 Democratic Senators and
seven Republican Senators. The
enduring shame of it is that those
43 Republican Senators who voted
acquittal were truant and skipped
class; they failed spectacularly!
Those who voted to acquit revealed their true cynicism and disdain for our constitution when they
rose and applauded the Congressional Gold Medal given to true hero
and Capitol Police Officer, Eugene
Goodman. Goodman represented
the bravery and honor shown by
his “blue” brothers and sisters who
risked, and in one case gave, their
lives in service of protecting those
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same Republicans who have now
stained themselves and our country.
Stealing from President Lincoln:
“The world…can never forget what
they did here.”
How much more future hate,
malevolence, and cowardice will
America endure because the Senate
and leader Mitch McConnell didn’t
do their jobs ?
Herb Moyer
Exeter, N.H.
–=≈=–

PEN Condemns Anti-Semitism

To the Editor:
The N.H. Palestine Education
Network (PEN) condemns anti-Semitism. We are shocked that
some State Representatives have
used social media to spread this
prejudice. Representatives Spillane
(R-Deerfield) and Dawn Johnson

(R-Laconia) have utilized social
platforms that promote harm and
discord.
Another State Representative,
Terry Roy (R-Deerfield) has used
“Gab,” which has been described
as “the social media home for
Neo-Nazis and white supremacists.”
Roy, according to a tweet we have
seen, is seeking “to implore Gab
users around the country to flood
the New Hampshire House remote
sign-in sheets,” either opposing or
supporting bills to their liking! Representative Roy on another tweet
wrote: “I want these liberal commies
to not know what hit them!” This is
not only abhorrent but smacks of an
unethical practice.
As citizens of New Hampshire,
we want our state’s legislative members to welcome and appreciate
the state’s diversity and different
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amid widespread public backlash,
leading several Democratic lawmakers to call on Biden to terminate every sitting postal governor.
In their letter on Wednesday, the
80 Democratic lawmakers noted that under DeJoy’s leadership,
“the on-time delivery of flat mail
has plunged drastically; veterans,
who rely almost exclusively on the
Postal Service to receive their medications through the VA, have faced
life-threatening delays in receiving
those parcels; and the public perception pertaining to the integrity of the
2020 general election was threatened by the impact of these delays
on the timely delivery of mail-in
ballots.”
–=≈=–
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share
Alike 3.0 License; republish and share
widely.
–=≈=–
perspectives. PEN unequivocally
denounces anti-Semitism and prejudice and hatred directed against
any human being.
We request that Governor
Sununu and state leaders, Speaker Packard and Senate President
Morse, call on these three Representatives and suggest to them that
if they do not believe in full equality for all people who live in New
Hampshire, then they should consider resigning.
Will Thomas, for N.H. PEN
Auburn, N.H.
Will:
Resignation would certainly be the
honorable thing…. Please keep us posted on the work of the N.H. Palestine
Education Network.
The Editor
–=≈=–
“One of my fave Wall Street expressions: ‘putting your money to work.’ No,
you’re putting someone else to work to
magnify your money!”
– Doug Henwood
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Repair & Maintenance
Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured
(775) 984-5054 ~ Durham
anthonyshsllc@gmail.com

Mike Dater’s
cartoon originals
and other drawings by
the New Hampshire Gazette’s
very own

starving artiste
www.MikeDater.com

The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, February 26, 2021 — Page 7

Is This the Beginning or the End?
by Jean Stimmell

I

strive for idleness. My best ideas
come to me not from hard work
but from being unfocused, just lolling around. My creative life, such
as it is, coincides with what Mark
Taylor tells us in “Idleness Waiting
Grace:” “Many of the most important thoughts are unintentional—
they can be neither solicited nor
cajoled but have a rhythm of their
own, creeping up, arriving, and leaving when we least expect them.”1
Certain seemingly inconsequential events stick in our minds. For
me, one such thing is a TV commercial, from fifty years ago, about
margarine: In the ad, Mother Nature, dressed in a gown of white
and adorned in a crown of flowers,
becomes enraged when she discovers that what she is eating is not real
butter but margarine. She bellows,
“It’s not nice to fool mother nature,”
and proceeds to rain down thunder
and lightning upon the evil perpetrators.
That old TV ad came back to
mind recently after reading a quote
by climate scientist Wally Broecker
in Atlantic Magazine: “The climate
system is an angry beast, and we are
poking it with sticks.”2 It made me
wonder, why aren’t we paying attention to Wally’s warning, speaking on
Mother Nature’s behalf.
We have no excuse: We all learned
in 2006, if not before, that we were in
deep trouble. That’s when Al Gore
released, “An Inconvenient Truth,”
educating us about the dangers of
global warming. The documentary

was a huge hit, winning two Academy Awards and is still one of the
highest-grossing documentaries of
all time.
Back then, the threat, for some,
might have been passed off as conjecture. But now climate change is
no longer theoretical but a storm
raging all around us, from wildfires to hurricanes to pandemics, of
which covid-19 may only be only
the first of more deadly plagues to
come.3
Despite overwhelming evidence,
now so clear to the naked eye, we
have done little to change our ways.
Part of the complacency is due to
big businesses, like the fossil fuel
industry, who have worked tirelessly to discredit the whole concept of
climate warming because it adversely affects their bottom line. A good
argument can be made, along these
lines, that the root cause of this is
capitalism itself.
However, I think a big part of our
denial is hard-wired within us. We
are not the higher-order rational beings, we think we are, but mere animals. And like all of our kind, we are
driven foremost by our short-term
emotions and appetites, not what is
best for us in the long run.
To some extent, our short and
long-term interests coincide. If
we do not eat when we are hungry, we will soon die. If we all stop
having sex, the human species will
die. Craving material possessions,
however, is a more complicated
question. Perhaps, being well off
provides some security, but our current shop-until-you-drop mentality

is beyond the pale, driving global
warming, polluting the planet, and
depleting scarce resources. My theory is that this shopping obsession is
a perversion of a primal instinct left
over from our hunter-gatherer days
when we had to forage every day to
survive.
Whatever the reason, our brains
are hard-wired to satisfy these shortterm desires. We are like a cunning,
old buck who usually makes good
decisions but loses his head during
rutting season: With his nose glued
to the ground, following the scent of
a doe in heat, the buck gets crushed
by a bus while crossing the road.
For us, the bus bearing down on
us is climate change.
Many experts say the climate crisis will soon wipe us out. Eminent
virologist Frank Fenner4 predicts
human extinction will happen next
century. A few say this century. And
that’s not considering the deadly
consequences of war and pestilence.
However, most likely, a few of us
will survive, living in small, isolated
tribes.

Perhaps Mother Nature is orchestrating this scenario to protect her
realm by transplanting our primal
animal brain into a natural environment where it can thrive, rebooting
us as nomadic hunter-gatherers. We
will no longer have the means or the
opportunity to cook the planet from
our flagrant consumption or blow
each other up with weapons of mass
destruction.
A flock of new books suggests
that the American way of life isn’t
the pinnacle of existence.5 In his
book Affluence without Abundance,
James Suzman points out that contemporary indigenous people, like
the Australian Bushmen, work only
about 15 hours a week with an equal
amount of time spent on domestic
chores. The rest of the time, they can
relax and focus on family, friends,
and hobbies.
This atmosphere creates a very
different sense of time, as ecologist
David Abram tells us. For us, nature
is merely a passive backdrop to our
lives. But, for indigenous people,
the present is all-encompassing: an

alive, vibrating “field of intelligence
in which our actions participate.”6
While we take yoga or mindfulness
classes to live in the present briefly, indigenous people live that way
all the time. That’s why some have
called hunter-gatherers the happiest
humans ever to inhabit the earth.
What a fantastic feeling, being
totally alive in the moment without
any craving to do or to have! That’s
what “idleness” means to me, not
the derogative, modern meaning
suggesting sloth. This spaciousness
allows us to travel to places we have
never been, as expressed so elegantly
by Taylor: “Idleness allows time for
the mind to wander to places never
before imagined and to return transformed.”7
Maybe, with that in mind, going
back to our roots is not all bad.
–=≈=–
1 https://tricycle.org/trikedaily/
idleness-waiting-grace/
2 https://www.theatlantic.
com/magazine/archive/2021/03/
extreme-climate-change-history/617793/
3 https://www.washingtonpost.
com/opinions/2020/10/06/fareed-zakaria-lessons-post-pandemic-world/
4 https://www.sciencefocus.com/
planet-earth/how-human-extinction-would-change-the-earth/amp/
5 https://www.npr.
org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/10/01/551018759/
are-hunter-gatherers-the-happiest-humans-to-inhabit-earth
6 Ibid.
7 Ibid.

few did nothing to earn this haul.
They didn’t work harder, didn’t get
one-digit smarter, didn’t create some
new breakthrough product to benefit humankind—they could just
crank back in their gold-plated LaZ-Boys and let their money make
money for them.
Then there are multimillionaire
corporate chieftains who are cashing in on their own failure. Having
closed stores throughout America,

fired thousands of workers, stiffed
suppliers and creditors, taken bailout
money from taxpayers, and even led
their corporations into bankruptcy,
the CEOs of such collapsing giants
as Hertz, J.C. Penney, and Toys “R”
Us have grabbed millions of dollars
in—believe it or not—bonus payments! The typical employee at J.C.
Penney for example, is held to parttime work, making under $12,000
a year. Thousands of them are now

losing even that miserly income as
the once-mighty retailer is shutting
154 stores. Yet, the CEO was paid a
$4.5 million cash bonus before the
company filed for bankruptcy last
year.
And still, the corporate establishment wonders why the people
consider it a club of heartless, greedy
bastards.
Copyright 2021 by Jim Hightower
& Associates.

Morning vultures, Santa Cruz, Cal., Feb., 2021. – CC Jean Stimmell.

A wealth of riches, a poverty of morals
by Jim Hightower

L

et’s say you’re a millionaire.
That’s a lot of money, right?
Now let’s say you’re a billionaire.
That’s a lot more money! But how
much more?
Think of all those dollars as seconds on a clock. A million seconds
would total 11 days—but a billion
seconds equals nearly 32 years! Rich
is nice, but billionaire-rich is over

the moon—and the wealth of billionaires is now zooming out of this
world. There are only 2,200 of these
überrich dudes in the world, but the
wealth stashed away by these elites
hit a new record this summer, averaging more than $4 billion each.
They’ve even pocketed an extra
half-billion bucks on average in the
midst of the COVID-19 economic
crash.
Bear in mind that these fortunate
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horse. Comes with stirrups and girth.

Asking $600 - (603) 812-3745
Pay is $10.25 –
$10.75/hr.

Please contact Ashley at
(603) 568-4930 or
atruong@gsil.org
for more information.

Alternative Clothing & Goods
33 Vaughan Mall • Portsmouth, NH 03801 • (603) 431-2243

Granite State Independent Living
is looking to add caring and compassionate individuals who are interested
in making a difference in people’s lives
as a Personal Care Attendant. Duties
include: personal care, housekeeping,
lifting, transfers, errand and grocery
shopping. We offer a flexible schedule
and paid training.
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the
river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Monday, March 1

Tuesday, March 2

Wednesday, March 3

Sunday, February 28

2003—An ex-gay male escort begins 2002—U.S. forces in Afghanistan 2004—UN weapons inspectors re- 2016—Donald Trump feels the urge
attending White House press brief- begin Operation Anaconda, aimed at port that Saddam Hussein didn’t have to assert on live television that his genings with an official pass issued to him capturing or killing Taliban fighters any WMD after all. Oops.
italia are of adequate proportions.
under the pseudonym “Jeff Gannon.” in the Shah-i-kot Valley. The mission 1991—At Ramaila, Iraq, under fu- 1991—A troublemaker videotapes
1997—That blue dress gets soiled.
starts badly, then gets worse.
ture-MSNBC military analyst Barry Los Angeles Police officers vigorously
1993—The ATF tries to serve a 1985—President Reagan insults the McCaffrey, the U.S. 24th Infantry chastising motorist Rodney King.
warrant on a religious community in Founding Fathers, saying the Contras Division kills about ten percent of 1969—An under-manned company
Waco. It does not go well.
are their “moral equivalent.”
the 7,000-man 1st Hammurabi Ar- of the 4th Division is sent after a crack
1991—“By God,” says President 1978—The late Charlie Chaplin’s mored Division, two days after the NVA batallion west of Kontum; reGeorge Herbert [Hoover] Walker tomb is raided by corpse-nappers.
Gulf War cease-fire.
sult: 47 percent end up KIA or MIA.
Bush, “we’ve kicked the Vietnam Syn- 1971—The Weather Underground 1965—The U.S. begins a bombing 1934—John Dillinger busts out of the
drome once and for all.”
bombs the U.S. Capitol.
campaign over North Vietnam, under Crown Point, Ind. jail with a hand1986—Ronald Reagan calls reporters 1954—After 39 combat missions in the brand name Rolling Thunder.™
carved wooden pistol and drives off in
“sons-of-bitches” for asking questions Korea, Ted Williams breaks his col- 1955—The Screen Actors Guild votes the sheriff’s new V-8 Ford.
during a photo-op; press aide Larry larbone at spring training.
to expel any member who takes the 1931—In Laredo, Texas, 17-year old
Speakes explains he really said, “It’s 1954—H-bomb test Castle Bravo de- Fifth to avoid self-incrimination.
Harlon Carter murders Ramón Casunny and you’re rich.”
livers thrice its expected yield at Biki- 1942—Lieutenant General John siano, 15, with a shotgun. Sentenced
1958—In New York, a first batch of ni Atoll. Unanticipated winds spread DeWitt tells all Japanese-Americans to three years, Carter does two; 46
27 people die after drinking “King millions of tons of radioactive debris to move away from the West Coast, years later he takes over the NRA.
Kong” moonshine.
over occupied islands.
voluntarily, for their own good.
1903—Congress bars entry to whore1947—Hooligans in Taiwan riot over 1954—Four Puerto Rican nation- 1877—The Electoral Commission to mongers, epileptics, and anarchists; its
routine government corruption. Kou- alists in the Gallery fire 30 rounds which Congress had passed the buck own members are not sanctioned.
mintang troops—brave anti-Com- towards the floor of the U.S. House, adopts a plan concocted by newspaper 1873—Congress passes the Communists—justly massacre thousands. wounding five U.S. Congressmen.
editors and railroad barons: Repub- stock Act, banning obscenity, contra1933—On Hitler’s say-so, Hinden- 1953—Joe Stalin spends the day on licans gets the Presidency, Southern ceptives, abortifacients, and sex toys
berg sets the pattern, curtailing civil the floor in a puddle of urine because Democrats get white supremacy.
from the U.S. Mail, and the “Salary
rights after the Reichstag Fire.
his aides don’t dare open his door.
1860—Abraham Lincoln visits the Grab Act,” giving itself a 50 percent
1921—The Kronstadt Rebellion 1910—In Wellington, Wash., an ava- Amoskeag mills, then speaks at City raise, retroactive for two years.
against bolshevism begins in Russia. lanche pushes two trains 150 feet into Hall in Dover.
1871—Congress passes an act effec“Shoot them down like partridges,” the Nye River, killing 96.
1859—Pierce M. Butler, profligate tively denying that Indian tribes exist:
orders Leon Trotsky.
1906—Emma Goldman publishes grandson of a signer of the Constitu- they’re all invididuals from now on.
1893—Birth of Ben Hecht, author of the first issue of her anarchist newspa- tion, holds a two-day auction in Sa- 1863—Congress passes the first U.S.
The Front Page.
per, Mother Earth.
vannah, Ga. to settle gambling debts. draft law, exempting men who can pay
1877—The U.S. seizes the Black 1872—Yellowstone, the world’s first On the block: 439 human beings.
the government a $300 bribe.
Hills, in violation of a treaty.
national park, is created.
1808—At Bladensburg, Md., Rep. 1791—Congress passes Hamilton’s
1854—A group of political activists 1860—Abraham Lincoln speaks at Barent Gardenier [F-N.Y.] and Rep. whiskey tax. It pays tax-free interest
meet in Ripon, Wisc.; they may or Phenix Hall in Concord, N.H. and George Washington Campbell [DR- to rich bond holders and puts small
may not found the GOP.
again later in Manchester.
Tenn.] meet to shoot at each other.
distillers out of business.
11:50
12:17
12:35
1:01
1:22
2:12
1:47

5:34

6:04

6:21

7:08

6:46

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.
The river also has its placid moments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.

Thursday, March 4

Friday, March 5

Saturday, March 6

2001—Fox broadcasts a “Lone Gunman” show in which U.S. agents
remotely hijack an airliner and try to
crash it into the World Trade Center.
1987—Ronald Reagan admits trading arms to Iran for hostages.
1964—FBI agents stake out Frank
Wilkinson’s home in Los Angeles;
they expect the activist to be assassinated, but do not warn him.
1960—La Coubre, a French munitions ship, explodes in Havana harbor.
Between 75 and 100 people die. CIA
involvement is “suspected.”
1937—The UAW wins a sit-down
strike in Flint, Mich.
1933—“We have nothing to fear,”
says FDR, “but fear itself.”
1929—Oscar Stanton de Priest
[R-Ill.] becomes the first African-American to take a seat in Congress since Reconstruction.
1917—In Congress, Sen. Harry Lane
(D-Ore.) prepares to stab Ollie James
(D-Ky.) in the neck if James pulls out
his pistol; meanwhile, Democrats
prevent Sen. Robert La Follette (Progressive Rep.-Wisc.) from bashing the
presiding officer with a spittoon.
1909—President Taft and First Lady
Nellie move into the White House.
Under the lawn is a voodoo doll of
Mrs. Taft, buried by Teddy Roosevelt’s daughter Alice.
1831—Daring to eschew the Christian Bible, John Quincy Adams takes
the Presidential Oath with his hand
on a book of Constitutional law.
3:07
2:36

2007—In Bloomington, Ill., Dee
Riddle is startled by a meteorite crashing through her bedroom window.
2003—Dixie Chick Natalie Maines
says she’s ashamed that George
W.[MD] Bush is a Texan.
2001—A Nor’easter begins which
will dump 40 inches of snow on New
Hampshire’s Rockingham County.
1963—Patsy Cline, singer of “I Fall to
Pieces,” dies when her plane crashes.
1960—Alberto Korda takes a particularly popular photo of Che Guevara.
1953—Car thief and armed robber
Pearlie Miller, on the lam since an escape in 1948, on the FBI’s most wanted list for one day, is arrested at a diner
in Somersworth, N.H.
1953—Everybody dies; this time, to
the relief of many, it’s Joe Stalin.
1933—In Germany, the Nazi party
wins a plurality in the Reichstag.
1933—On his first full day in office
FDR declares a bank holiday.
1927—One thousand U.S. Marines
land in China.
1877—“Rutherfraud” B. Hayes is
sworn in as President.
1871—Rosa Luxemburg is born.
1854—“Know-Nothings” throw a stone
the Pope sent for use in the Washington
Monument into the Potomac.
1770—Evil British troops slaughter
innocent Bostonians in the Boston
Massacre. (Or, provincial terrorists
attack duly constituted authority.)
1740—The boundary is set between
Massachusetts and New Hampshire.
3:29
4:07

2011—The Hooksett water treatment
plant disgorges two million two-inch
plastic discs into the Merrimack after heavy rains. By August they’re at
Campobello Island and Rhode Island
Sound, in 2014, the English Channel.
2007—The Vice President’s Chief of
Staff is found guilty of perjury and obstruction of justice.
2003—President George W.[MD]
Bush claims Saddam Hussein has
“biological and chemical agents” that
move “every 12 to 24 hours…in vehicles…in residential neighborhoods.”
1991—President George Herbert
[Hoover] Walker Bush claims that his
defeat of Saddam Hussein has ushered
in a “new world order.”
1981—President Reagan determines
who to call upon at a press conference
by drawing jelly beans from a jar.
1974—Ayn Rand addresses West
Point cadets on the topic, “Philosophy
— Who Needs It?”
1971—Lawrence Welk’s singers perform “One Toke Over the Line;” the
FCC bans songs that “promote or glorify the use of illegal drugs.”
1944—The U.S. Army uses napalm
for the first time, in Berlin.
1918—U.S. Army intelligence officers break into the New York office
of the National Civil Liberties Bureau
and steal documents.
1857—The Supreme Court rules in
Dred Scott: “the unhappy [B]lack race
[never possessed] rights which the
white man was bound to respect.”
5:13
4:29

8:18

7:59

7:31

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

8:52

11:07

10:54

10:05

9:50

9:09

Sunday, March 7

Monday, March 8

Tuesday, March 9

Wednesday, March 10

Thursday, March 11

Friday, March 12

Saturday, March 13

1981—Stabbed at Disneyland, Mel C.
Yorba becomes the Magic Kingdom’s
first murder victim because Disney
employees feared the consequences if
they called an ambulance.
1965—Civil rights marchers en route
to Montgomery try to cross the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma. They’re
mercilessly beaten by law enforcement
officers and deputized goons.
1953—Newark, N.J. officials publicly
burn allegedly lewd photos, movies,
and books valued at $100,000.
1932—Dearborn, Mich. cops fire on
Ford hunger marchers; five die.
1908—In Cincinnati, Mayor Mark
Breith announces that “women are not
physically fit to operate automobiles.”
1906—Finland’s Senate OKs universal suffrage—except for the poor.
1905—NYC subway workers strike.
The City hires James Farley, the notorious strikebreaker. In a week his
thugs beat workers into submission.
1876—Alexander Graham Bell gets
a patent for the telephone without
having submitted a working model. It
is remarkably similar to Elisha Gray’s
previously-submitted design.
1850—New Hampshire native Daniel Webster, representing Massachusetts in the U.S. Senate, argues that
slaveholders are entitled to be secure
in their ownership of the enslaved.
1743—Conducting a Bonfire of the
Vanities in Southold, N.Y., Yale grad
Rev. James Davenport removes his
pants and throws them onto the fire.
5:34
6:24

1985—A joint U.S./U.K./Saudi operation detonates a 440 lb. car bomb in
Beirut; 83 innocent civilians die. The
target—also innocent—is unscathed.
1983—Ronald Reagan runs the
phrase “evil empire” up the flagpole.
1973—President Nixon gripes to Al
Haig, “What the hell’s Agnew doing?
He’s never spoken up once on this
Goddamn [Watergate] thing.”
1971—The Citizens Commission
to Investigate the FBI breaks into
the Bureau’s Media, Pa. office, obtaining 1,000+ documents revealing
COINTELPRO. The Bureau fails to
find the perps. [See 1956.]
1965—The first U.S. combat troops—
U.S. Marines—hit the beach at Danang ready to fight. Vietnamese girls
greet them with flowers.
1956—At a meeting of the National
Security Council, J. Edgar Hoover
proposes a measure to include warrantless wiretapping and break-ins:
COINTELPRO. Despite the illegalities, Ike and his A.G. say, “OK.”
1906—Winchester, N.H. native Maj.
Gen. Leonard Wood proudly beholds
his illegal order’s results: 900 Filipinos
of all ages and genders, massacred in
a volcanic crater. TR later says it’s “a
brilliant feat of arms [upholding] the
honor of the American flag.”
1782—After granting them a night of
prayer, Pennsylvania militiamen massacre and scalp 96 captive Christian
Lenape Indians, men, women, and
children, at Gnaddenhutten, Ohio.
6:43
7:34

2007—Presidential candidate Newt
Gingrich admits he committed adultery while impeaching Bill Clinton.
1992—Donald Trump files his second bankruptcy in eight months.
1986—Divers locate the crew compartment of the Shuttle Challenger.
1982—It’s revealed that the Contras
have gotten $19 million in covert aid.
1969—Terrified CBS execs nix the
Vietnam drama “Sticks and Bones.”
1969—Terrified CBS execs cancel
“The Smothers Brothers.”
1965—Activists march again in Alabama; racist goons severely beat Boston minister James Reeb.
1954—WMUR-TV does it live.
1954—Ed Murrow dismantles Joe
McCarthy on CBS. The network assures nothing like it happens again.
1941—Writer Sherwood Anderson
dies of peritonitis after swallowing a
toothpick at a party in Panama.
1920—Favorite Son and war hero
Gen. Leonard Wood [See 3/8/1906.]
wins the N.H. Presidential Primary.
1916—Pancho Villa leads nearly
500 guerrillas in a raid on Columbus, N.M. It does not go well: 190 are
killed, wounded, or captured; but, a
six-month “Punitive Expedition” fails
to capture El Centauro del Norte.
1841—Black mutineers who took the
Amistad from enslavers are declared
free men by the U.S. Supreme Court.
1776—Adam Smith publishes The
Wealth of Nations, once a treatise on
economics, now a license to steal.
7:50
8:36

2020—“Just stay calm,” says Dolt
#45. “It will go away.”
2004—Pres. George W.[MD] Bush
is surprised to learn his Terrorist
Surveillance Program expires that
day, his lawyers won’t renew it, and
his A.G., who will, has been in the
ICU for a week. In a bedside standoff,
Bush’s team loses.
1993—Showing his respect for the
sanctity of life, a Floridian puts three
slugs in Dr. David Gunn’s back.
1992—Injected with poison by Okla.
state workers, Robyn Lee Parks gasps
& gags for eleven minutes before dying.
1974—With police corruption “systematic at all levels,” Philly Mayor
Rizzo tries to block an investigation.
1968—At remote Lima Site 85 in
Laos, 13 radarmen die; the greatest
single U.S.A.F. combat loss of the war.
1966—U.S.A.F. Maj. Bernard Fisher
sees a fellow A-1 pilot crash land at
A Shau. With two NVA battalions
overrunning the A-team camp, Fisher
lands, picks up the pilot, and flies out.
1951—Genial old Ike says America
might try a first-strike nuclear attack.
1950—Turned down once, Gen.
Douglas again requests permission to
nuke Korea. Bomb parts are gathered.
1945—Curtis LeMay’s napalm-laden B-29s visit the deadliest six hours
in history on Tokyo, Japan.
1945—Japan shuts down plutonium
production for the Nagasaki bomb
when its balloon-firebombs down
electric wires in Hanford, Wash.
8:51
9:31

2020—Dolt #45 announces a travel
ban; infected U.S. citizens turn airports all over into super-spreader sites.
2012—Freedom, Maine’s Town
Meeting votes to amend the Constitution, nixing corporate “personhood.”
2011—An earthquake knocks Earth
10 inches off its axis, brings Japan four
feet closer to the U.S., causes a tsunami that kills 15,850 people, and triggers three nuclear meltdowns.
2008—SEC Chair Chris Cox says
“We have a good deal of comfort about
the capital cushions at these firms,”
days before Bear Stearns collapses.
2002—Fox military expert Lt. Col
Joe Caffasso, who boasts a Green Beret and a Silver Star, resigns. Weeks
later the N.Y. Times reveals his true
military career: 44 days in boot camp.
1965—In Alabama, Rev. James Reeb
gives up his life for equal voting rights;
a white jury will acquit his killers.
1958—A B-47 accidentally drops a
Mark 6 A-bomb on Mars Bluff, S.C.
Lacking a fissile core, its explosion
only injures six and destroys a house.
1954—The U.S. Army charges that
Sen. Joe McCarthy [R-Wisc.] and
Roy Cohn used threats to get special
treatment for Pvt. G. David Schine.
1942—“Dugout Doug” bugs out of
Corregidor, leaving his troops behind.
1811—Luddites in Nottingham,
England, destroy 63 knitting frames.
It’s not about the machines, though—
they’re protesting against inhumane
working conditions.
10:19
9:44

2014—Austin Ruse, head of the
Catholic Family and Human Rights
Institute, says on American Family
Radio, “the hard left, human-hating
people that run modern universities…
should all be taken out and shot.”
2013—Jim Clapper, Dir. of Nat’l Intelligence, swears to Congress citizens
aren’t being spied on. He’s lying.
2009—Frank Gaffney says Saddam
Hussein may have been involved in
the Oklahoma City bombing.
2003—The Guardian reports that
Halliburton is still paying VP Dick
“Dick” Cheney up to $1 million a year
in “deferred compensation.”
1956—The Southern Manifesto, a
promise to use “all legal means” to
maintain school segregation, is signed
by 101 Congressmen, including William Fulbright, Sam Ervin, and Hale
Boggs, father of Cokie Roberts.
1947—President Harry announces
the Truman Doctrine: we’ll fight
Commies everywhere and anywhere.
1947—Piper pilot Carmen Onofrio
of Milan, N.H. makes the first of 43
landings atop Mt. Washington, delivering ice research equipment.
1888—Rather than pay a New York
cabbie’s $50 blizzard rate, Roscoe
Conkling walks home in a blizzard;
37 days later the most powerful man in
America is dead of pneumonia at 58.
1804—John Pickering, Federal District Judge for N.H., is impeached by
the U.S. Senate for “drunkenness,
profanity, & violence” on the bench.
11:01
10:32

2020—Dolt #45 states the obvious: “I
don’t take responsibility at all.”
2019—Gambino family mob boss
Frank Cali is whacked in front of his
Staten Island home by a QAnon follower who thought “he was enjoying
the protection of President Trump.”
2002—George W.[MD] Bush says of
Osama bin Laden, “We haven’t heard
much from him…I don’t know where
he is…I truly am not that concerned
about him.”
1968—Nerve gas drift from the Army’s Dugway Proving Grounds in
Provo, Utah, poisons 6,400 sheep in
nearby Skull Valley.
1962—General Lyman L. Lemnitzer, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, OKs Operation Northwood.
This Top Secret campaign would employ domestic terrorism to build public
support for an attack on Cuba.
1957—Georgia’s General Assembly
votes to impeach five U.S. Supreme
Court justices.
1954—Viet Minh forces beseige
French troops at Dien Bien Phu.
1930—The Smoot Hawley Act jacks
up tariffs; Crash becomes Depression.
1921—The “Mad Baron” Roman von
Ungern-Sternberg becomes dictator
of Mongolia—briefly.
1881—Russian nihilists use bombs to
assassinate Czar Alexander.
1877—Chester Greenwood, 18, of
Farmington, Maine, receives the
first of his 130 patents, this one for
earmuffs.
11:41
11:16

1:24

2:27

12:02

12:15

1:12

2:16

3:13

3:23

4:03

4:13

121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

4:58

5:26

A wise woman puts a grain of
sugar into everything she says to
a man and she takes a grain of salt
with everything he says to her.
— Helen Rowland

Madore
Electric

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

4:46

Residential & Commercial
Wiring Service
Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street j (603) 742-1737

Since 2011

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

