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The Fortnightly Rant

Nothing to Worry About...

t’s all a bit much, so let’s break it

down into smaller pieces. We'll
begin with the most volatile issue.
Then we'll assess the threats which,
should they succeed, will take longer
to annihilate us.

Russia invaded Ukraine on Thurs-
day, February 24th—the day our pa-
per went to press.That paper carried
an article headlined “Physicians
Warn Russian War On Ukraine
Risks Global Nuclear Catastrophe.”
In essence, it said that firing rockets
and artillery in the immediate vicin-
ity of facilities containing industrial
quantities of highly radioactive ma-
terial is inherently dangerous.

A week later, as Americans went
to bed, news outlets reported that a
battle between Russians and Ukrai-
nians had set the largest nuclear
power plant in Europe on fire. That
emergency has apparently been re-
solved, and yet things may have got-
ten worse.

On Wednesday of this week, we
learned that the decommissioned
ruins of Chernobyl—captured
by Russians on February 24th—
had been disconnected from the
high-voltage electrical grid, and the
pumps cooling the reactor cores had
only enough diesel fuel to last 48
hours. Ukraine is Eastern Orthodox
territory, but clearly what is needed
here is a Maccabean miracle.

Many people find it deeply un-
comfortable to know they have no
control over a threatening situation.
Some people find that having infor-
mation about that threat can ame-
liorate that discomfort.

Fortunately for them, some
thoughtful online genius created @
chernobylstatus. It’s a bot that au-
tomatically tweets out the safety
level at Chernobyl. Unfortunately,
on February 24th, the safety level at
Chernobyl went from 1.1944 per-
cent safe down to 0.0000.

OK, that’s enough of that for now.
We're allegedly professionals, but
everyone has limits—Joey “Jaws”
Chestnut has never downed more
than 76 hot dogs at one sitting. Let
us turn to Mother Nature for solace
in these trying times.

Uh-oh. Bad idea. Looks like pros-
tituting the old gal has had some
dire consequences.

Australia is essentially a desert
surrounded by water. Lately it’s been
under water. Brisbane, in the middle
of the east coast, was hit by a four-
day “rain bomb” in late February.
Then it was Sydney’s turn. The east
coast of Australia got a year’s worth
of rain in a week. Twenty people
were killed and sixty thousand have
been evacuated.

Scientists are loathe to attri-
bute specific weather anomalies to
global heating. [Warming is passé
now.] There are two reasons for
this. First, being scientists, they un-
derstand that correlation does not
equal causation. They require hard
evidence. That’s harder to come by
in climate science than on TV cop
shows. Second, they're sentient hu-
man beings. They know that if they
are not exceedingly careful, the fossil
tuel industry’s propagandists will put
an early end to their careers.

Now that reticence seems to be
dissipating. On February 28th, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) issued a re-
port which began, “Human-induced
climate change is causing dangerous
and widespread disruption in nature
and affecting the lives of billions of
people around the world, despite ef-
forts to reduce the risks. People and
ecosystems least able to cope are be-
ing hardest hit....

“The world faces unavoidable
multiple climate hazards over the
next two decades with global warm-
ing of 1.5°C (2.7°F). Even tem-
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porarily exceeding this warming
level will result in additional severe
impacts, some of which will be ir-
reversible. Risks for society will in-
crease, including to infrastructure
and low-lying coastal settlements. ...
“Increased heatwaves, droughts
and floods are already exceeding
plants’and animals’tolerance thresh-
olds, driving mass mortalities in spe-
cies such as trees and corals. These
weather extremes are occurring
simultaneously, causing cascading
impacts that are increasingly diffi-
cult to manage. They have exposed
millions of people to acute food and
water insecurity, especially in AfTica,
Asia, Central and South America,
on Small Islands and in the Arctic.
“To avoid mounting loss of life,
biodiversity and infrastructure,
ambitious, accelerated action is re-
quired to adapt to climate change,
at the same time as making rapid,
deep cuts in greenhouse gas emis-
sions. So far, progress on adaptation
is uneven and there are increasing

gaps between action taken and what
is needed to deal with the increasing
risks....”

In other words, things are get-
ting worse faster than we thought.
We have some idea of what to do,
but we're not doing it nearly well
enough. And, as conditions get
worse, so does our performance.

We can't claim to have read all
3,600 pages of this document. For-
tunately that was not necessary. If;
anywhere in those 3,600 pages, the
TPCC had the following, we would
have heard about it:

“There are two great obstacles
preventing ‘ambitious, accelerated
action required’ to save us: the fossil
tuel industry that created the prob-
lem, and the political system that
protects it.”

If that seems overstated, consider
this: the same day the IPCC issued
its dire warning, the U.S. Supreme
Court hosted oral arguments on
West Virginia vs EPA.

The Court could have told the

plaintiff to go pound sand. Instead
it chose to give itself the option of
preventing the EPA from regulat-
ing carbon dioxide emissions—that
is, trying to save the planet. Three of
these knuckleheads—please pardon
the legalese—were appointed to the
Court by The Former Guy.

The Former Guy was the pre-
ferred candidate of the criminal run-
ning and ruining Russia. There’s a
theory afoot which says Pooty-Poot
Putin—pal of Bush #43,idol of Dolt
#45, icon amongst the members of
the NRA—wanted the Republican
candidate to win in 2016 so that a
$500 billion deal between Exxon
and Rosneft might succeed.

In the Oval Office on May 10,
2017, The Former Guy played host
while Secretary of State and former
former Exxon CEO Rex Tillerson
yukked it up with Russia’s Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov and Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Sergey Kislyak.

Don't worry, though—it’s just
business as usual.
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Now Let’s Do the American Oligarchs

by Richard Eskow

F rom President Biden’s State of
the Union:

“Tonight I say to the Russian oli-
garchs and corrupt leaders who have
bilked billions of dollars off this vio-
lent regime: no more.

“The U.S. Department of Justice
is assembling a dedicated task force
to go after the crimes of Russian oli-
garchs.

“We are joining with our Euro-
pean allies to find and seize your
yachts, your luxury apartments, your
private jets. We are coming for your
ill-begotten gains.”

With these words, the president
unintentionally laid out a blueprint
for responding to the American oli-
garchs, superpredators who dwarf
their Russian counterpoints in

wealth and political power.

Oligarchs in a Violent Regime
About that “violent regime” busi-

ness: It’s possible to condemn the
violence perpetrated by Russia’s
government while at the same time
recognizing and condemning our
own. Our direct attacks on Iraq and
Afghanistan,among other countries,
have been matched by the proxy vio-
lence we have funded in nations like
Palestine and Syria. Our sanctions
have taken countless lives around
the world, a form of bloodshed we
pretend isn't warfare.

America’s oligarchs, like their
Russian counterparts, have bilked
billions—no, make that trillions—
from their own regime. Some of
their bilking comes directly from
its violence, in the form of “defense”
contracts to entities like Halliburton,
Lockheed Martin, and the Carlyle
Group.

A 2014 Princeton political science
study showed that government ac-
tions nearly always conform to the
wishes of wealthy and powerful U.S.
elites. “Our central finding was this:
Economic elites and interest groups
can shape U.S. government policy—
but Americans who are less well off
have essentially no influence over
what their government does,” wrote
co-authors Martin Gilens and Ben-
jamin Page.

America’s oligarchical influence
extends from healthcare and fos-
sil fuels to the industry of war it-
self. American companies account
for more than half of all arms sales
worldwide. The Center for Respon-
sive Politics reports that “in the past
two decades, [the arms industry’s]
extensive network of lobbyists and
donors have directed $285 million
in campaign contributions and $2.5

billion in lobbying spending to in-
fluence defense policy.”

Arms manufacturers (more com-
monly known by the Orwellian
appellation, “defense industry”)
shrewdly concentrate on hiring
ex-government officials to advance
their agenda and pump up their
ill-gotten gains. This ensures that
their interests are represented by
people who know the officials
they’re lobbying. Even more im-
portantly, it puts those officials on
notice that there is a lucrative future
in store for them if they play along.
Arms oligarchs have hired more
than 200 lobbyists who, in the re-
port’s words, “have worked in the
same government that regulates and
decides funding for the industry.”

Arms manufacturers played a
dominant role under Trump, but are
also well-represented in the Biden

Administration:

“While Biden has touted strict
ethics rules that attempt to thwart
the influence of lobbyists on the ad-
ministration, several of his earliest
appointees, including Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin and Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken con-
sulted for a private equity firm that
emphasized its “access, network and
expertise” in the defense industry.
Austin also had a seat on the United
Technologies and Raytheon boards,
earning more than $250,000 from
the now merged companies.””

[ll-Gotten Gains

It’s not just the arms industry, of
course. Other oligarchs have bilked
the people of the United States in

more creative ways. Jeff Bezos built
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his Amazon empire off his abili-
ty to sell products online without
charging sales tax. This govern-
ment-granted loophole made him
an oligarch, a position he has used
to further cement his power and in-
fluence. He has purchased the most
influential paper in the nation’s cap-
ital—an oligarch’s move if there ever
was one—while constantly extend-
ing his monopolistic power into new
markets.

Despite the fact that he already
possessed great wealth, Elon Musk
has received billions in subsidies and
contracts for his automobile and
space ventures. Bill Gates parlayed
a government contract and some
aggressive patent strategies into
his own oligarchical status. Insur-
ance executives have bilked billions
from the violence of our privatized
healthcare system, which takes an
estimated 45,000 lives per year.

Money, of course, is only part of
an oligarch’s wealth. President Biden
also mentioned the property that
belongs to Russian oligarchs: “your
yachts, your luxury apartments,
your private jets. We are coming for

your ill-begotten gains.” (He meant
“ill-gotten,”but I suppose you could
call such malapropisms part of
Biden’s charm.)

Russians own an estimated 7-10
percent of the world’s superyachts,
leaving plenty for their American
counterparts. Luxury apartments?
Check out “New York Condo Sells
for Close to $190 Million; Hedge-
Fund Billionaire Doubles His Mon-
ey.” Private jets? Jeffrey Immelt, job
outsourcer and financial predator at
GE, used to take two jets when he
traveled so that he'd have a spare—
and charged it back to GE’s share-
holders.

Little Oligarchs, Big Oligarchs

We're told that the Russians
whose yachts have been seized in-
clude Alisher Usmanov, whose net
worth is $20 billion, and Alexei
Mordashov, whose wealth is de-
scribed as “nearly” $30 billion. Com-
pare that with Elon Musk, who’s
worth nearly $300 billion, or Jeft
Bezos at $202 billion. These guys
are pikers.

Globally, in the U.S.-led world
financial order, billionaires have
gained $5 billion in wealth since
the pandemic began. Think of our

The blue and yellow colors of the Ukrainian flag flew in Market Square for
about ﬁve hours on Saz‘urday. Cars beeped their horns in solidarity, drivers
raised their ﬁsts in salute, and pedestrians engaged in—mosz‘ly—respectful
conversation. John Jones did the honors. A North Sutton resident, and a
subscriber to this newspaper for more than 30 years, Jones was a medic on
a Special Forces A Team in the highlands of Vietnam.
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economic leadership as a “global
endowment for oligarchy.” Oxfam
reports that the ten richest men in
the world (yes, they’re all men) own
more wealth than the bottom 3.1
billion people (“six times more, in
fact”). Oxtam also notes that “if the
10 richest men”—nine of whom live
in the U.S—"lost 99.999% of their
combined wealth, they would still be
richer than 99% of the world.”

Now that’s oligarchy.

Making a Killing

No industry has taken more ad-
vantage of government-granted
patent monopolies than Big Phar-
ma. Even when its oligarchs misled
the country into an opioid epidem-
ic—one of the largest mass-casualty
events in American history—they
are able to escape criminal culpabili-
ty for their actions.

Then came Covid-19. As Forbes
reported in January, U.S. billionaires
held an estimated $3.5 trillion before
the pandemic struck, a figure that
reached nearly $5.3 trillion two years

later. That’s $1.8 trillion in gains, di-
vided among only twenty oligarchs.
Musk led the pack, with Bezos in
second place. The billionaires’list is a
cavalcade of monopolists and specu-
lators whose wealth has been fueled
by their government’s benign view
of their predatory business practices.

Once the pandemic hit, Big Phar-
ma’s oligarchs were able to parlay
their political power into exclusive
patent rights for Covid-19 vaccines.
Moderna made $17.7 billion from
its vaccine in 2021 and anticipates
making $22 billion this year, from a
formula developed with $2.5 billion
in funding commitments from the
U.S. government. The money from
these government-granted profits
could vaccinate the entire world, but
they’ve been used to enrich share-
holders instead. That’s oligarchy.

Restoring the Balance

What can Americans do about
their oligarchy? President Biden’s
blueprint is a good place to start. A
“dedicated task force to go after the

crimes of American oligarchs”is an
excellent place to start. It could ad-
dress questions such as:

1. Why have nine American bil-
lionaires acquired more than $755
billion during the Covid pandemic,
while so many other people strug-
gled?

2.What role did government and
central bank policy play in this en-
richment?

3. What unethical or illegal ac-
tions, if any, were undertaken in
amassing this wealth?

4. What eftect will these levels of
economic inequality have on social
justice, political power, social mobil-
ity, and the rights of consumers and
workers?

5. Is there any reason why this
money should not be taxed at 99 or
100 percent?

Item #5 would not be unprece-
dented. It would revive a proposal
from President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt for a “100 percent war super-
tax” on extremely high incomes and
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it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows
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would echo the 94 percent top tax
rate passed during World War II.
(The top marginal tax rate stayed
above 90 percent for the next two
decades.)

We certainly face a World
War-level emergency. Oxfam ob-
serves that “a 99% windfall tax on
the Covid-19 wealth gains of the 10
richest men could pay for enough
vaccines to vaccinate the entire
world and fill financing gaps in cli-
mate measures, universal health and
social protection, and efforts to ad-
dress gender-based violence in over
80 countries, while still leaving these
men $8bn better oft than they were
before the pandemic.”

If a “supertax” were levied against
America’s oligarchs by the federal
government, it would produce as
much as $755 billion in revenue.
That’s enough to pay for the orig-
inal, ten-year “Build Back Better”
proposal—twice.

To See, and to Act

It’s striking that the current de-
bate about American democracy
ignores its biggest antagonist: the
oligarchs who have undermined
the political process and drained the
nation of its wealth. Restraining the
oligarchs would help build true de-

mocracy. It would be good politics,
too.

“We know from polling that (an-
ti-oligarchical) policies and rhetoric
like these are wildly popular,” writes
Eleanor Eagan of the Revolving
Door Project.“In our deeply divided
country, anger at elite impunity and
a desire to see it end are among the
rare uniting forces that we have left.”

Not that we can expect an an-
ti-oligarchical agenda from this
government any time soon. Politi-
cians know that America’s oligarchs,
unlike Russia’s, have the ability to
crush their careers at any time. But
the rest of us are free to speak out
and demand an end to oligarchical
rule anywhere in the world. Our
condemnation of other country’s
oligarchs will ring hollow until we
do.

1. “Biden ethics rules aim to cur-
tail revolving door,” Karl Evers-Hill-
strom, OpenSecrets.org, January 21,
2021.

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
Feel free to republish and share wide-
. Richard (R]) Eskow is a freelance
writer. Much of his work can be found
on eskow.substack.com. He is a senior
advisor with Social Security Works.
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New Hampshire’s highways are adorned with 272 Historical Markers. We
propose adding one more, next to the Yoken’s sign on Lafayette Road. This
marker would not commemorate the lovingly-restored sign—why gild the
lily>—but to mark an infamous incident that took place on October 22,
1987 at the eponymous restaurant which it once advertised.
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Is It Time for a New
New Hampshire Historical Highway Moarker?

The New Hampshire Division of
Historical Resources:

“New Hampshire’s historical
highway markers illustrate the
depth and complexity of the state’s
history and the people who made
it, from Abenaki Native Americans
to poets, painters and contemporary
sports figures; from meeting houses
to stone arch bridges and long-lost
villages; and from factories and cem-
eteries to places where international
history was made.

“Any municipality, agency, orga-
nization or individual wishing to
propose a historical highway marker
to commemorate significant New
Hampshire places, persons or events
must submit a petition of support
signed by at least 20 New Hamp-
shire citizens. They must also draft
the text of the marker and provide
footnotes and copies of supporting
documentation, as well as a suggest-
ed location for marker placement.
NHDHR staff will review the
marker application and draft text
and shall make revisions. Finalized

text will be shared with the appli-
cant for approval before the marker
is manufactured.”

Proposed text for an Historical
Highway Marker to be placed next
to the Yoken's sign:

“At this site, on October 22,
1987, Donald J. Trump addressed
the Portsmouth Rotary Club at the
invitation of a local Republican ac-
tivist representing the ‘Draft Trump
Committee.” As he spoke, college
students rallied outside, carrying
“Trump for President’ placards.

“Trump ‘delivered what sound-
ed like an impassioned campaign

speech to an enthusiastic audience,’

according to news reports, yet de-
nied he was running for President.
He also called for an attack on Iran
and the seizure of its oilfields.

“The State of New Hampshire
apologizes to the nation and the
world for having thus given en-
couragement to the first—and let us
hope only—President to have en-
couraged a mob to subvert an elec-
tion through mob violence.”

R.IP, Jim Philips

Jim Philips, the contractor who has
faithfully distributed our paper in
the outlying towns of Exeter, New-
market, Durham, Dover, Rochester
and points in between for the better
part of 20 years, died Sunday, Febru-
ary 27th. He was 77.

Allan James “Jim” Philips was
born in Pennsylvania and served in
the U.S. Air Force. Though he was
not a native of the Granite State he
fit right in, being frugal, often taci-
turn, and occasionally contrary.

In addition to the Gazette, Jim
distributed other publications. These
included the Weirs Times, which we
reviewed in our issue of December
3rd. Switching rapidly from one pa-
per to the other would put a reader
at risk of ideological whiplash. Every
fortnight, Jim would leave us a copy
of the latest Times. Sometimes he
would add, “Here, you might learn
something.” An insult, perhaps,
from someone else, from Jim it was
just a friendly invitation to a lively
conversation.

We will miss Jim, and not just
because he so faithfully provided us

with an essential service.

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

“When you fight a war against a
tyrant, who do you kill? You kill
the victims of the tyrant.”

- Howard Zinn (1922-2010)

John@wordpraxis.com

“War is the unfolding of miscalculations.”

— Barbara Tuchman

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443
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Home Assistant
Vintage Hill, LLC is seek-
ing part time help to assist
in all aspects of keeping a
home (preparing and serv-
ing meals, medication su-
pervision, hygiene support,
housekeeping and laundry).
Looking for compassionate
team players with strong or-
ganizational skills (particu-
larly in the kitchen), willing
to learn and work weekends
and/or weekday evenings.
Call (603) 435-5133 or stop
by (10 Berry Avenue, Pitts-

field) to apply.
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The New Hampshire Gazette is the most
economical advertising medium on the Seacoast.
This space is available for just forty dollars.
To learn more, call (603) 433-9898,

or email editors@nhgazette.com.
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Dear Reader: Thank You

Without you, our paltry efforts
would be without meaning, and void.
To show our appreciation, we have held
our subscription rate to $25 per
increasingly-hellish annum.

Please see the form on the opposite page to

take advantage of our sincere appreciation.

“War is God s way of teaching Americans geography.”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

— Attributed to Ambrose Bierce

Herrmace Trai
New HamesHire

Raising awareness of New Hampshires Black History
to build inclusive communities today

Giwve the Gift of History — Come Shop with Us!
Visit blackheritagetrailnh.org

Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire

222 Court Street, Portsmouth NH 03801 | 603-570-8469
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N.H. GOP Entrenching a Purple State?
To the Editor:

For the past six weeks New Hamp-
shire GOP Chair Steve Stepanek has
actively encouraged Elliot Gault to
remain both the Executive Director
and Assistant Secretary of the N.H.
GOP. The Executive Director is a sal-
aried, hired, non-voting position. The
Assistant Secretary is a non-compen-
sated voting officer elected to the N.H.
GOP Executive Committee. N.H.
GOP State Bylaws Article IV Section
3 (Compensation) and 5 (Conflict of
Interest) are clear as the sky is blue:
whoever is paid cannot vote, and vice
versa.

During February’s N.H. GOP Ex-
ecutive Committee meeting, instead of
leading with integrity by immediate-
ly asking Elliot to resign as Assistant
Secretary, Mr. Stepanek recited his
interpretation of the Bylaws’ intent,
rather than what is clearly written.
When the group majority challenged
this interpretation, Mr. Stepanek pro-
posed selecting individuals himself
for a “special counsel.” No personally
selected special counsel is necessary.
Especially when it is Mr. Stepanek’s
judgment itself that is in question.

If there is any doubt why New
Hampshire is becoming entrenched as
a purple state, Mr. Stepanek’s behav-
ior demonstrates how easily unethical
party leadership rears its head and
speaks against the Republican Party’s
interest.

Does Mr. Stepanek understand his
actions are making our state deep pur-
ple? Why did he lobby to decide his
own salary? Why does he refuse to
retain official legal counsel? Any rea-
sonable, rational and Bylaw-abiding
Republican should be concerned by
the fundamental disrespect exhibited
by Mr. Stepanek. Moral courage mat-
ters.

Gary Whitehill

Colebrook, N.H.

Gary:

We are shocked—shocked!—by these
allegations.

Everyone is familiar with Republi-
cans’ general contempt for the rule of law
out there in the Marketplace of ldeas™—
i.e., the phone-jamming scandal of 2002,

for which Allen Raymond served three

montbs in the Crowbar Hilton.

But a state chair of the Republican
Party playing fast and loose with the
Party’s own bylaws? If true, that would
be unconscionable.

The Editor

Ukrainians vs Palestinians
To the Editor:

Let me be clear that I believe Pu-
tin and his generals, by attacking and
occupying Ukraine, have committed a
war crime. And, as we have seen, most
of the world has reacted swiftly to of-
fer military equipment, humanitarian
aid and moral support to the people of
Ukraine, and that is just. The separa-
tion of families, the dire humanitari-
an situation impacting especially the
children, even babies, informs us of the
brutality and sorrow of war.

On the other hand, there have
been another people who have been
attacked and occupied for some 55
years. I speak of the Palestinians who
have suffered much during those years
of an ugly and brutal occupation, and
with nearly 700,00 illegal Israeli set-
tlers colonizing stolen Palestinian land.
'This has resulted in the loss of much of
their land, including their olive groves,
the theft of their water resources, the
on-going house demolitions and
forced evictions, and even the jailing
and maiming and killing of children.
This, too, is unjust.

'The International Criminal Court
(ICC) has quickly initiated an inves-
tigation of potential war crimes that
Russia may have committed, and is
still likely carrying out, against the
citizens of Ukraine. This has been the
start of a valid criminal investigation.

On the other hand, Palestinians
have been waiting for almost six years
for the ICC to expedite its investi-
gation of Israel for possible crimes
against humanity involving Palestin-
ian citizens. Why has the ICC acted
so quickly to investigate Russia, but
much more slowly to examine Israel’s
potential crimes?

Might it be that Ukrainians are con-
sidered “European” and more worthy
than Palestinians who are referred to
by many as “Arabs”? If one examines

“Arab” stereotypes and the use or mis-
use of language and propaganda, then
we see how easy it is to think that
these “Arabs” are “unworthy.” Pales-
tinians have been demonized as ter-
rorists, dehumanized as a people who
use their children as “human shields,”
and essentially regarded as the “other.”
No, they are not the “stranger to be
welcomed,” neither by most Israelis or
even by North Americans.

Israeli journalist Jack Khoury of the
Israeli newspaper Haaretz wrote this
in a recent column: “Joe Biden’s speech
last week against the occupation of
another people and against Russian
aggression can be easily embraced by
Palestinians, but everybody knows that
nothing will happen here. The world,
touched by pictures of light-skinned,
blue-eyed refugees trudging toward
the border of a neighboring coun-
try, remain indifferent to the sight of
a darker woman in a hijab walking
through ruins in Gaza City.” In May
of 2021, the fourth horrific military
assault on the human beings in Gaza
occurred. The previous 2014 invasion
and attack on Gaza resulted in the
deaths of over 2,000 Palestinians, in-
cluding 520 children. One Israeli child
was killed. Every death is a tragedy.

How will history remember this
moment in time? This is the question
we face in 2022—what is the answer?

Will Thomas

Auburn, N.H.

Will:

This seems irrefutable to us. Neverthe-
less, we expect a few attempts towards
that end.

The Editor

Dime-Store Patriots
To the Editor:

It’s not difficult to understand why
the U.S. is acting cautiously when
dealing with Vladimir Putin. He is,
after all, an unpredictable autocrat
in possession of devastating nucle-
ar-strike capability, much of it pointed
directly at us.

He e, He Sk

A S

You Suffered Through Them...
Now Enjoy Them!

The Goddawrul Years

i Baloee

vty of &

pALRE Diater, DD

a compendium of drawings by Mike Dater
most of which first appeared in

The New Hampshire Gazette
Now Available at RiverRun Bookstore
and at MikeDater.com

REd

EsT. 2000
~

JUMPIN' JAY'S

FISH CAFE

THE FINEST IN FRESH SEAFOOD
FROM AROUND THEWORLD

AND AROUND THE CORNER

150 COMGRESS STREET
WWWJUMPINJAYS.COM | 603.766.3474

VISIT NORTH
HAMPTON'S
HISTORIC
CENTENNIAL

A community center for the arts,

WWW.CENTENNIALHALL.ORG

Nukes matter, and Putin is al-
ready playing nuclear brinksmanship
by placing his arsenal on high alert.
Duck-and-cover kids from the ’50s
understand what this means. Get
ready because, after a 60-year hiatus,
concepts like first-strike capability and
mutually assured destruction are about
to re-enter the American lexicon.

The real danger is that events in
Ukraine are unfolding too quickly,
making the potential for a misstep
exponentially greater. To survive the
revival of nuclear confrontation as a
negotiation tactic, America needs to
put its best face forward, show national
unity, and project resolve.

Sadly, that objective is being ham-
pered by attention-seeking faux pa-
triots who are busily praising Russia,
extolling Putin’s genius, and tearing
down America’s leadership on the
world stage.

Back in the ’50s, our government
hunted down subversives who sabo-
taged U.S. policy and praised our ad-
versaries in the face of a bitter cold war.
We called them disloyal communist
sympathizers.

Today we call them Republicans.

Rick Littlefield

Barrington, N.H.

Rick:

1If Eisenhower were alive today, hed
wish he were dead.

The Editor

The Republicans’ Conundrum
To the Editor,

The Republicans have a conun-
drum. The MAGA wing, giving aid
and comfort to the enemy with their
effusive praise for Putin, is attacking
our commander in chief for doing too
much for Ukraine. The non-MAGA
faction is criticizing him for not do-
ing enough. At any rate, they share
an agenda of undermining President
Biden, unconcerned if their actions

weaken Americas position. We should
be grateful for Biden's steady leader-
ship in this crisis. Imagine the danger
if the self-absorbed Trump (“Vladimir
likes me. He really likes me!”) were still
in charge.

Michael Behrendt

Durham,N.H.

Michael:

We cherish the hope of someday know-
ing—ifwe're not baked to death by our oil
habit ﬁm‘, or ionized by a rodent-like ex-
KGB agent—how the GOP eventually
resolves this conundrum.

The Editor

New Hampshire Town Meeting, 2022
To the Editor:

Town Meeting is coming Some
towns have elected the SB2 alternative
to traditional town meeting because of
the growth of their municipalities. The
SB2 form of local government requires
two meetings. The first is the deliber-
ative session: discussion of warrant
articles, when amendments are con-
sidered. The second day is voting day,
when the votes on the warrant articles
are taken. Traditional town meeting is
a one-day session for the deliberation
of the articles where amendments can
be made to the warrant articles, fol-
lowed by a call to vote by the modera-
tor for each article on the warrant.

When a resident participates in this
honorable right, they are expressing
their civic duty as well as recognizing
their elected town officers who pledge
to uphold the New Hampshire State
Constitution and the laws of the State.
Ideally, we expect our municipal elec-
tions to protect the health, safety and
welfare of the communities they serve.

Town Meeting votes express the
importance of direct democratic de-
cision making, to pass warrant articles
that govern our municipalities. It must
be recognized that all warrant articles
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are subject to the General Court’s
powers of pre-emption to override any
and all local votes that do not please
the State.

Town Meeting is a pure form of
a quorum of the body politic, by a
municipality making laws from the
bottom up, and can be the healthiest
redress to our Representative body of
the General Court. The representa-
tives of the General Court need to be
informed by their local constituency.
Town meeting initiatives should be
the final decision-making authority in
the doctrine of checks and balances of
the three offices of the General Court.
'This is the fundamental foundation of
a republican form of government. Our
democracy will not stand up to what
we have been educated to believe un-
less the principals are understood and
actualized.

Find out more by visiting www.
nhcommunityrights.org.

Douglas Darrell

Ctr. Barnstead, N.H.

Douglas:

Town Meeting is a fine institution,
but not without its weaknesses. With only
a fraction of eligible voters in attendance,
small factions can pass unpopular arti-
cles—or block popular ones. Experienced
Moderators can use parliamentary ma-
neuvers to drag things out until certain
parties grve up.

Your point about local control is well
taken. Towns are free to do as they like—
but only up to a point.

The Editor

The Roots of a Rigged System
To the Editor:

Will NATO’s economic war on
Russia’s Oligarchs provide a roadmap
for breaking up the American Oligar-
chy’s chokehold on Main Street?

Probably not. But wouldn't it be nice?

Nice as we watch hedge funds like

.

Black Rock gobble up real-estate in
mammoth blocks and then overprice
it, shoving millions of potential buyers
back into the renter column.

Nice when, in 2021, big oil man-
aged to gouge consumers with faux
overcharges totaling $174 billion.

Nice when we see our duly elected
public servants defecting in droves to
the tyranny of dark money and pri-
vate-sector campaign financing.

Nice as we watch the growing
partnership between Oligarchy and
Authoritarianism spread, revealing
in detail how the system is rigged to
put the kibosh on a fair distribution of
wealth.

Just like in Russia.

Only here in America—where it all
began.

Rick Littlefield

Barrington, N.H.

Rick:

Such audacity—pointing out the par-
allels between corrupt systems.

The Editor

Please, Let’s Not Play It Again, Uncle Sam
To the Editor:

Russia invades Ukraine and every
politician and talking head are now
shouting “Democracy is at stake.”

Let’slook at our track record for go-
ing to war to “Save Democracy.”

Vietnam: Thousands killed, count-
less wounded.

Result: Death and Destruction - No
democracy.

Iraq: Thousands killed, countless
wounded.

Result: Death and Destruction - No
democracy.

Afghanistan: Thousands killed,
countless wounded.

Result: Death and Destruction - No
democracy.

This faux outrage from our political
leaders is meant to redirect our inten-
tion away from their failures.

T

'The truth is that their feckless lead-
ership and impotent foreign policy
are the reasons this invasion is taking
place.

Weakness invites war, and this ad-
ministration is pathetically weak.

This president and congress have
turned a blind eye as millions of un-
vetted foreigners have invaded our
country this past year.

Not a single politician or media
minion ever uttered “Democracy is at
stake” during this ongoing invasion.

‘They've also given us a skyrocketing
national debt, out of control inflation
and record breaking food and gas pric-
es,all in a year.

Don't forget the historically high
crime and murder rates throughout
the country, while they protect crim-
inals and ignore victims.

Our department of injustice is not
blind, they prosecute based on politics,
meting out punishment, instead of
equal justice.

'The people don’t want any of the
things you've given them.

'That is the unvarnished state of our
union.

Americans dont want to get in-
volved in a war between Russia and
Ukraine.

Merriam-Webster dictionary de-
fines democracy as “government by
the people.”

Over the last year, our elected lead-
ers have acted more like autocrats in
a totalitarian government, instead of
representatives serving the people.

Yes, the politicians and the media
who are shouting “Democracy is at
stake” are correct.

Unfortunately they got the country
wrong.

Democracy certainly is at stake,
right here in America.

Every American should be out-
raged that our leadership wants to get
us involved in another foreign war for
“Democracy.”

When Hunter Biden, Paul Pelo-

si and at least one immediate family

It just keeps happening.

Another War

Last night it rained, and then turned cold.
Today the trees are coated in ice,

every bare branch, every tiny needle

on the evergreens. Now the sun's come out,
the sparkle on the trees is dazzling,

enough to lift the heaviest heart,

enough to make you think this world’s

not so hopeless as it seemed last night.

Last night, Russian missiles hit Ukraine,
and Russian tanks crossed the border
headed for Kyiv. Who' at fault?

Who did what to whom? No doubt

the fingers will be pointing sixteen
different ways to Sunday. Anymore,

it’s hard to care whose fault it is.

And after seven decades plus, I

finally can't avoid accepting

that there’s nothing I can do about it,
this is simply what and who we are,

this is how we’ll finally nail shut

our own coffins. Grant me the serenity.
Listen: you can hear the little chunks

of ice tinkle softly as they hit the ground.

—W.D. Ebrbart

member of every member of congress
signs up to fight Russia, then we can
send troops to defend Ukraine.

Until then, please, let’s not Play it
again Uncle Sam.

Michael Petruzziello

Major, USMC (Ret.)

Wolfeboro, N.H.

Major Mike:

We just don't know what to make of
you. On the one hand you express disgust
with our pointless wars. Coming from a
former Marine qﬁcer, we have to respect
that. But then you complain of ‘feckless
leadership and impotent foreign policy.”
Can't you see that's just code for “lets fight
more pointless wars™?

You go on to hallucinate about “millions
of unwetted foreigners [who| have invad-
ed our country this past year.” Come on,

man—youre a _former Marine. Don’t
show cowardice in the face of a bunch of
women and children fleeing criminals in
Central America.

You then pivot to hysteria about the
national debt. Listen to Robert Re-
ich explaining why thats all a load
of BS: https://m.facebook.com/
watch/?v=1009412163222994&, rdr.

As for Hunter Biden...get a grip.
That’s ared herring ginned up to distract
you _from the real, systemic corruption
that funds the propaganda mills. Dont
let chickenhawks like Sean Hannity and
Tucker Carlson spook you. Smedley Butler
would be ashamed.

The Editor
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HUD-VASH HELPS VETERANS
GET AND STAY HOUSED.
YOU CAN HELP, TOO.

HUD-VASH is a partnership between the Department
of Housing and Urban Development and the VA's Sup-
portive Housing unit. It helps homeless Veterans with
housing, employment, recovery (both mental health and
substance abuse) and independent living.

HUD-VASH is no longer accepting donations of used furni-
ture, &5c. The Homeland Heroes Foundation in Salem, N.H.

does: homelandheroesfoundation.org.

HUD-VASH does have a dedicated fund for purchasing new
items veterans may need. Donations to that fund may be sent
to The VA Medical Center, 718 Smyth Rd., Manchester, N.H.
03104-7007. HUD-VASH should be included on the subject

line. Every penny will go into home goods for veterans.

For more information, contact:

VA Supportive Housing Program Manager
(603) 624-4366 X6883
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Good Covid News, But...
Dear Sir:

The good news is that Covid
cases, positivity rates, and hospital-
izations are falling. Although this is
very good news, we are still not out
of the woods. Our vaccination rates
have not increased very much, and
less than 60 percent of New Hamp-
shire residents are fully vaccinated.
We are still at a high risk level of
community transmision. In response
to this good news, what do our lead-
ers propose? You guessed it, stop do-
ing the things that have caused the
number of cases, the positivity rate
and the hospitalizations to fall! Just
brilliant!

If you were being treated for a dis-
ease and the medication is working
and you have no serious side effects,
would your health care provider de-
cide to stop the treatment before you
are cured? Of course not!

Ifyou have a strategy that is work-
ing in any endeavor, why would you
ever decide to end or change that
strategy until you have achieved your
final objective? It makes no sense in
business, politics, health care or in
public health. The only explanation
for such a response is politics, not
public health or science.

While I understand the urgen-
cy we all feel about getting back to
normalcy, we need to make sure we
do not act too hastily and end up
going backwards by taking coun-
terproductive actions. We are at a
point where the pandemic is almost
under control, but as we should have
learned from what happend last fall,
things can take a bad turn quickly.
WEe are close to getting to where we
want to be, but we just need to hold
on and continue doing what we have
been doing for a few more weeks.

Why risk the possibility of anoth-
er Covid surge or dangerous variant
emerging just as we are about to re-
turn to normal? We need to contin-
ue with mask policies in schools and
in indoor public settings like grocery
stores and entertainment venues.
We need to continue to emphasize
and encourage more people to get

vaccinated and to get their booster
shots. If we do these things, there is
an excellent chance that by spring
or summer we can return to as close
to normalcy as possible, considering
Covid-19 will be with us at some
level for the long-term.

I encourage everyone to just take
a deep breath and consider staying
the course for a little bit longer. We
have all gone through a very difficult
two years, we are strong and tough
enough to go another few weeks
with a little inconvenience consider-
ing the possible reward for doing so.

Rich DiPentima, RN. MPH

Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:

Keep these letters coming. The voice of
informed sanity—just what the doctor
ordered.

The Editor

Two Parties, No Representation
To the Editor:

'The purpose of a democratic-rep-
resentative form of government is
for We the People to have control
over our elected officials and our
communities, but at this time we
have neither!

The two-Party system has been
controlled by rich special interests
for decades, who profit from wars,
fossil fuel destruction, economic
manipulations, health care lies and
fears, big banksters, and food chain
contamination. Political prostitutes
rewarded by PACs and super PACs
dominate Congress and the White
House.

Elections are the way to replace
corrupt politicians but most folks
just vote the same every two years
and then they expect different re-
sults (a sign of mass insanity?). We
need to vote for new independent
thinking people who will refuse
PAC bribes and promote commu-
nity rights!

The New Hampshire Commu-
nity Rights Network has assisted a
dozen towns with passing ordinanc-
es that protect their water resources
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and ecosystem, and we need many
more people taking charge in their
communities. We really need more
legislators working for grassroots
democracy!

We can and must re-organize our
democracy from the local towns up,
and the 2022 elections provide the
way if We the People develop the
will! Vote for change instead of the
corrupt status quo!

Peter A. White, Treasurer, N.H.
Community Rights Network

Nottingham, N.H.

IfIt Ain’t Broke...
To the Editor:

We're all proud of our “First in the
Nation” primary election. But the
outcome of our celebrated primary
may be put in doubt, if SB418 is
made law. When asked if the results
of our “FITN” primary might only
be provisional, bill author Senator
Bob Giuda answered “that’s a pos-
sibility.” Remember the mess when
results of the Iowa caucus were in
doubt? We don't want to jeopardize
our First in the Nation status.

How could this happen? About
20 percent of the people casting
their vote in New Hampshire elec-
tions are “same day” registrants.
According to SB418 all same day
registrants would be given a provi-
sional ballot, an affidavit verification
page, and “a prepaid Federal Express
envelope addressed to the Secretary
of the State for the affidavit voter
to return the afhidavit verification
page...and missing documentation
to the Secretary of State.”

All this back-and-forth of affida-
vits to Concord could delay election
results by two weeks. Maintaining
First in the Nation status entails
clearly naming a winner within 10
days of an election.

Most same day registrants have all
their documentation. What would
they need to furnish and mail to
Concord? Since these provisional
ballots have tracking numbers, elec-
tion privacy is uncertain—especially
in small towns where one or two
votes make the difference. Please
let the Governor, your Senator and
Representatives know that SB418
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will lengthen the lines at the polls,
insult the integrity of 20 percent of
our voters, and threaten First in the
Nation status.

Susan Richman

Durham,N.H.

Susan.:

Thanks for this illuminating letter.
Disoriented by the current blizzard of
looney legislation, this angle had not
occurred to us.

SB418 is a bad idea for a whole raft
of reasons, but this one alone should be
enough to sink it. Too bad reason and
legislation rarely coincide these days.

The Editor

“Independence Without Enmity”
To the Editor:

1) The Russian government’s act
of all-out conventional war is wildly
excessive. Any individual or volun-
tarily funded institution wishing to
help defend Ukraine against this
overstep is far within their rights,
recent Kremlin threats against this
non-withstanding.

2) The initial success of the attack
on this Western-leaning nation...
is a reminder that Washington
cannot be relied on to defend New
Hampshire. Counterintuitive as
is sounds, New Hampshire would
be better off—and the Western
world should benefit—if we han-
dled own defense and diplomacy.
[Deleted for lack of space: A 72-word
explication of this wildly implausible
“idea.” More, we presume, at this link
provided by the writer: https://free-
keene.com/2022/01/14/the-porcu-
pine-peace-plan-how-nh-indepen-
dence-could-boost-american-secu-
rity-and-stop-armageddon/].

3) Ukraine’s government has
made this invasion practical by
doing something most European
governments and even American
governments are still doing...[A4n-
other 55 non-essential words yanked.]
GunPolicy.org lists Ukraine as having
only seven civilian firearms per 100
persons. ..a foreign invader’s dream.
Civilians in the average U.S. state,
including New Hampshire, report-
edly possess over 115 per 100.

4) Washington has unnecessarily
provoked Moscow over the last 30
years. By moving NATO so close to

Russian borders and arguably spon-
soring a Ukranian coup in 2014, it
ignored the Rodind’s security con-
cerns. Since 2001 especially, it has
bombed, blockaded, and invaded
many nations with little good rea-
son but much abuse of local civilians.
It has cast away the relative ethical
high ground, against the wishes of
most New Hampshirites. It has also
become a direct physical threat to all
of us with its unconstitutional rules
and raids inside our libertarian-lean-
ing state. ....

5) U.S. ruler Joe Biden’s statement
of February 24, 2022 is partially
worthy of condemnation: “Putin
chose this war, and now he and his
country will bear the consequenc-
es.” By speaking in this manner, he
equated the Russian people with
their quasi-dictator. . .that would be
like equating General Franco with
the Catalan anarchists he so victim-
ized in the Spanish Civil War. In-
dividual Russians and the Russian
nation should be treated as poten-
tial allies against Putin; many have
already risked their lives this week to
protest against him.

6) New Hampshire, unlike Swit-
zerland and Costa Rica, is currently
on the nuclear target list as a result of
its membership in the United States
system. This would be one thing if
the U.S. were generally in the right
and generally humane. It is not and
thus is not worthy of our lives. Both
D.C. and Moscow deserve opposi-
tion; neither deserve support.

7) Moscow’s move may be de-
signed to divert attention from a
planned attack on Taiwan, where
invasion-friendly gun laws are even
more severe than Ukraines.

8) The appropriate New Hamp-
shire move is to peaceably declare in-
dependence from the U.S. ...."Then
it should set a clean foreign policy of
its own crafting. ..one that does not
overextend and does not aggress but
does keep faith with foreign allies by
insisting...that their governments
end all the gun controls they are im-
posing on their people.

Dave Ridley

NHexit.com

Dave:

“‘U.S. ruler Joe Biden”? Cmon,
man. ...get real. We'll say this for you
Free Staters, though—your horticul-
turists are achieving wonders.

The Editor
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The Western Left doesn’t understand Putin — or the world outside the U.S.

After Russia’s shelling of Kharkiv, the
post-Soviet Left sees all too clearly what
has been lacking from the West’s analysis

by Volodymyr Artiukh, writing
from the left end of Ground Zero

ere in the post-Soviet world,
we have learned a lot from the
Western Left.

By “we,” I mean communist,
democratic socialist Left anarchist
and feminist scholars and activists
from Kyiv, Lviv, Minsk, Moscow,
Saint-Petersburg, and other places
that are plunging into the horrors of
war and police violence.

After our own Marxist tradition
was degraded and marginalised, we
read commentaries on Das Kapital
in English. After the Soviet Union
collapsed, we relied on your analysis
of American hegemony, neoliberal
forms of capital accumulation, and
Western neo-imperialism. We have
also been encouraged by Western
social movements such as anti-war
protests, Occupy and Black Lives
Matter.

We appreciate the way you have
tried to theorise our corner of the
world. You have correctly pointed
out that the U.S. has helped to un-
dermine the democratic and eco-
nomically progressive options of
post-Soviet transformation in Rus-
sia and elsewhere. And you are right
that the U.S. and Europe have failed
to create a security environment that
includes Russia and other post-So-
viet countries.

Amid Russia’s shelling of Kharkiv,

however, the limits to what we can
learn from you are clear.

Your knowledge was produced
under the conditions of American
hegemony, which has reached its
limits at Russia’s blood-red lines.
The U.S. has lost its ability to rep-
resent its interests as common inter-
ests for Russia and China. It cannot
enforce compliance using military
power, and its economic leverage
is shrinking. In spite of what many
of you claim, Russia is not reacting,
adapting or making concessions
anymore. It has regained agency and
is able to shape the world around
it. Russia’s toolkit is different from
that of the U.S. It relies on brute
force rather than on soft power and
economy. But brute force is a power-
ful tool, as you know from the U.Ss
own behaviour in Latin America,
Iraq, Afghanistan and all over the
globe. Russia has mimicked the
coercive infrastructure of America’s
imperialism, if not its liberal democ-
racy and free market.

But Russia’s mimicry of U.S.
imperialism does not mean de-
pendence. Russia has become an
autonomous agent. Its actions are
determined by its own internal polit-
ical dynamics, and the consequences
of its actions are now contrary to
Western interests. Russia shapes
the world around it and imposes its
own rules in the same way the U.S.
has been doing, albeit through other
means. The Russian warring elites
are able to turn their delusions into
the facts on the ground, to make
others accept them despite their

will. Russia’s delusions are no longer
determined by the U.S. or Europe.
They are not a reaction—they are a
creation.

Having faced the unimaginable, I
see how the Western Left has been
doing what it does best: analysing
American neo-imperialism and
the expansion of NATO. But this
is not enough: it does not explain
the world that is emerging from the
ruins of Donbas and Kharkiv’s main

“Russia shapes the world around it
and imposes its own rules in the
same way the U.S. has been doing,
albeit through other means.”

square. The world is not exhaustively
described as shaped by or reacting to
the actions of the U.S.It has gained
dynamics of its own, and the U.S.
and Europe are in reactive mode in
many areas. You explain the distant
causes instead of noticing the emer-
gent trends.

Thus, it strikes me how, when
talking about the dramatic process-
es in our corner of the world, you
reduce them to a reaction to the ac-
tivity of your own governments and
business elites. We have learnt all
about the U.S.and NATO from you,
but this knowledge is not so helpful
anymore. Maybe the U.S. has drawn
the outline of this board game, but
now other players move the chips
and add their own contours with a
red marker. U.S.-centric explana-
tions are outdated. I have been read-
ing everything written and said on
the Left about last year’s escalating

conflict between the U.S., Russia
and Ukraine. Most of the analysis
was terribly off, much worse than
many mainstream explanations. Its
predictive power was nil.

'This is not to accuse the Western
Left of ethnocentrism, but to point
to its limited perspective. Over-
whelmed with the fog of war and
psychological stress, I cannot offer a
better perspective. I would only call
for help in grasping the situation in
theoretical terms while incorporat-
ing insights from our corner of the
world. “U.S.-plaining” is not helpful
to us to the extent that you think it
is.

We need to move beyond both
the ruins of Eastern Marxism and
our colonisation by Western Marx-
ism. We will make mistakes on
the way, and you may accuse us of
nationalism, idealism and provin-
cialism. But you should learn from
these mistakes: now you, too, are also
much more provincial.

You face the challenge of reacting
to a war that is not waged by your
countries. Given all the theoretical
impasses I alluded to above, there is
no simple way to frame an anti-war
message. One thing remains pain-
fully clear: you can help deal with
the consequences of the war by pro-
viding assistance to refugees from
Ukraine no matter what skin colour
or passport they have. You can also
pressure your government to cancel
Ukraine’s foreign debt and provide
humanitarian help.

Do not let half-baked political

positions substitute for an analysis

of the situation. The warning that
the “main enemy is in your own
country” should not translate into a
flawed analysis of the inter-imperi-
alist struggle. At this stage, appeals
to dismantle NATO—or, con-
versely, accept anyone into it—will
not help those who suffer under
the bombs in Ukraine or in jails in
Russia or Belarus. Sloganeering is
harmful, as ever. Branding Ukraini-
ans or Russian fascists only makes
you part of the problem, not part of
the solution.

A new autonomous reality is
emerging around Russia, a reality of
destruction and harsh repressions,
a reality where a nuclear conflict is
not unthinkable anymore. Many of
us have missed the tendencies lead-
ing to this reality. In the fog of war,
we do not see clearly the contours of
this new reality. Neither do, it seems,
the American or European gov-
ernments. But this new reality will
leave the post-Soviet Left with even
fewer organisational and theoreti-
cal resources. Without you, we will
struggle to survive. Without us, you
will be closer to the precipice.
Volodymyr Artiukh [https://twitter.
com/R2khV'] has a PhD in Sociology
and Social Anthropology from Central
European University, and is an editor
at Commons: Journal of Social Crit-
icism [https://commons.com.ua/
en/]. Academic interests: anthropology
of labour movements and the political
economy of the post-Soviet area. This
article is published under a Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommer-
cial 4.0 International licence.

A Rube Goldberg Inflationary Spiral

by Jim Hightower

Last July, several GOP senators
combined their 5-watt intel-
lects to charge that inflation was
rising because of the “insane tax and
spending spree of President Biden
and the Democrats.”

Never mind that the “insane”
spending is for such sensible, pro-
ductive, and enormously popular
national needs as childcare and job-
less benefits, Mitch McConnell’s ra-
bidly partisan flock saw the chance

to politicize the public’s legitimate
worries about rising prices. You poor
consumers are made to pay more
for basics, they squawked, because
of “Socialist Joe’s” investments in
grassroots people!

Follow the ricocheting pinball of
the GOP:s logic:

ONE, they say that helping hard-
hit families induces them to refuse
to go to work; TWO, this creates
blockages in the global supply chain;
THREE this causes shortages of
everything; FOUR, this “forces”

corporate bosses to raise all prices;
which, FIVE, slams the middle class
and poor; so SIX, lazy workers cause
inflation.

Whew! Rube Goldberg couldn’t
have dreamed up a more fantastical
diagram to deflect attention from
what's really happening, namely that
instead of an inflation problem, we
have a corporate greed problem.

Of course, the greedmeisters insist
that their pursuit of excess corporate
profit has not driven any price surg-
es. In our economy of free market

competition, they snap, prices are
established by the Law of Supply
and Demand. It’s the magic of the
marketplace, they explain.

But magicians don’t do magic,
they perform illusions. And the il-
lusion of free market competition
implodes when it hits the reality
that our economy doesn't remotely
resemble a competitive marketplace.
For some 40 years, corporate-direct-
ed government policies have inten-
tionally promoted mega-mergers
and green-lighted anticompetitive

business tactics.

Thus, in short order and with
practically no public awareness,
much less discussion, America has
been transformed into Monopoly
Nation—letting the few gouge the
many. That’s where inflation comes
from.

Copyright 2021 by Jim Hightower
(9 Associates. Contact Melody Byrd
(melody@jimbightower.com) for more
information.
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s PiscaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.
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2020—Dolt #45 states the obvious: “I
don’t take responsibility atall.”
2019—Gambino family mob boss
Frank Cali is whacked in front of his
Staten Island home by a QAnon fol-
lower who thought “he was enjoying
the protection of President Trump.”
2002—George W.[MD] Bush says of
Osama bin Laden, “We haven’t heard
much from him...I don’t know where
he is...I truly am not that concerned
about him.”

1968—Nerve gas drift from the Ar-
my’s Dugway Proving Grounds in
Provo, Utah, poisons 6,400 sheep in
nearby Skull Valley.

1962—General Lyman L. Lem-
nitzer, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, OKs Operation Northwood.
This Top Secret campaign would em-
ploy domestic terrorism to build public
support for an attack on Cuba.
1957—Georgia’s General Assembly
votes to impeach five U.S. Supreme
Courtjustices.

1954—YViet Minh forces beseige
French troops at Dien Bien Phu.
1930—The Smoot Hawley Act jacks
up tariffs; Crash becomes Depression.
1921—The “Mad Baron” Roman von
Ungern-Sternberg becomes dictator
of Mongolia—briefly.
1881—Russian nihilists use bombs to
assassinate Czar Alexander.
1877—Chester Greenwood, 18, of
Farmington, Maine, receives the
first of his 130 patents, this one for
earmufs.

8:39 9:23
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2018—Hoping not to get shot like
their late peers, a million American
students walk out of school to demand
gun control that works.

1977—RIP Fanny Lou Hamer, or-
ganizer of the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party, who said, “No-
body’s free until everybody’s free.”
1965—“Except for Vietnam,” the AP
reports Richard Nixon saying, “U.S.
foreign policy is in a shambles.”
1964—We still don’t know who killed
JFK, but on this day a jury decided
Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald.
1961—A B-52, its cabin temps over
130° due to a heater snafu and its
crew’s performance perhaps sub-par
due to bennie use, runs out of fuel over
Yuba City, Calif, and crashes with two
nukes on board. All aboard survive.
1927—Edward Abbey, writer and
anarchist, is born in...Pennsylvania?
1912—Strikers in Lawrence, Mass.
win more bread—and a few roses, too.
1891—A mob of 20,000 in New Or-
leans lynches 11 Italian immigrants
recently acquitted of murder.
1888—Kentucky’s State Treasurer,
James “Honest Dick” Tate, vanishes
with $247,000 in state funds.
1883—Ex-journalist Karl Marx dies
in London, impoverished, of course.
1757—For not “doing his utmost” in
battle at Minorca, the Royal Navy has
Admiral John Byng shot.

1471—Sir Thomas Malory, author of
Le Morte dArthur, dies months after
being sprung from Newgate Prison.

9:31 10:09
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2018—Six people die and eight are
injured in Miami by the collapse of a
bridge designed by the same firm as
the new Sarah Mildred Long Bridge.
1999—The “Hockey Stick” graph
shows that global warming’s real; cor-
porate liars get a big career boost.
1989—To flatter veterans without
incurring actual additional expenses,
the Veterans Administration is elevat-
ed to Departmental status.
1982—Donald Trump gets a New
Jersey casino licence—normally a
months-long process—in hours.
1980—A Boston Globe editorial about
a speech by Jimmy Carter is head-
lined, “Mush from the Wimp.”
1969—The National Security Coun-
cil OKs the Nixon/Kissinger plan to
illegally bomb Cambodia.
1962—Flying Tiger Flight 739 from
Travis AFB to Saigon disappears with
107 soldiers and crew on board.
1948—“Without superior air power
America is...easy prey to any yellow
dwarf with a pocket knife,” says LB]
on the floor of the House.

1940—71he Grapes of Wrath premiers.
1910—Oil driller Charlie “Dry Hole”
‘Woods hits his only wet one in Kern
County, Calif. The Lakeview Gusher
spews 9 million barrels in 18 months;
the largest single spill in history.
1874—A French “protectorate” takes
overin Annam (Vietnam).
1760—Governor Benning Went-
worth, 64, marries his housekeeper,
Martha Hilton, 23.

10:17 10:49
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2008—]PMorgan buys Bear Stearns,
with the New York Fed’s $30 billion.
2003—On “Meet the Press,” Dick
“Dick” Cheney claims that Saddam
Hussein “has, in fact, reconstituted
nuclear weapons,” and that “we will,
in fact, be greeted as liberators.”
1993—“The Storm of the Century”
kills 318 on the East Coast.
1990—GOP race whisperer Lee At-
water “repents” on his deathbed; no lie
detectors are present, however.
1988—Kurds in Iraq are gassed with
ingredients Saddam Hussein bought
from the U.S. and Europe.
1970—Sen. Roman Hruska (R-Neb.)
defends G. Harrold [sic] Carswell as
nominee to the Supreme Court: “there
arealot of mediocre judges and people
and lawyers. They are entitled to a lit-
tle representation, aren’t they?”
1968—U.S. GIs massacre hundreds
of civilians at My Lai, in Vietnam.
1965—Alice Herz, 82, selfimmo-
lates in Detroit to protest the Vietnam
War. She dies 10 days later.

1965—In Montgomery, Ala., police
attack civil rights marchers.
1914—Henriette  Caillaux, wife
of the French Minister of Finance,
pumps four slugs from a Browning
.32 into Gaston Calmette, editor of Le
Figaro. He dies, she skates.
1862—Four years of digging by
hand pays off in Brighton, England; a
1,285-foot deep well hits water.
1846—TJurgis Bielinis’ birth inspires
Lithuania’s “Book Smugglers Day.”

10:58 1:26
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2017—Arguing Apocalypse Now in
the Oval with 'Nam vets, Dolt #45
confuses Agent Orange with napalm.
2008—His high-priced hooker habit
exposed, N.Y. Gov. E. Spitzer resigns.
2007—Nawvy Times: before he was a
U.S.M.C. Cpl. and Fox News report-
er, Matt Sanchez was a gay porn star.
2004—To honor St. Patrick, narcs
and off-duty cops duke it out in Pad-
dy’s parking lot at the Tradeport.
2003—George W.[MD] Bush tells
Saddam Hussein that Iraq isn’t big
enough for the both of them. Hitler
2.0 has 48 hours to get out.
1992—Dick “Dick” Cheney and
two other members of G.H.[H.]JW.
Bush’s cabinet admit they wrote rub-
ber checks on the House bank.
1960—Genial ol’ Ike signs off on a
clandestine plan to overthrow the
government of Cuba.
1923—Waterbury cops halt a meet-
ing to prevent editor Carlo Tresca
from reading the Connecticut Con-
stitution’s Declaration of Rights.
1922—Washington, D.Cs suburbs
are littered with racist propaganda
dropped by the Klan from a biplane.
1921—Checka officers use machine
guns to encourage Bolshevik troops
to charge across the iced-over Neva
River into machine gun fire from re-
bellious sailors at Kronstadt.
1892—Mercy Brown, dead at 19 and
buried two months, is exhumed and
de-vampirized in Exeter, R.I; rel-
atives eat her burned heart and liver.
11:36
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2004—At Gilley’s, Portsmouth narcs
and off-duty cops hold round two of a
fight begun at Paddy’s on St. Pat’s Day.
2003—“Why should we hear about
body bags and death and how many?”
asks Barbara Bush. “It’s notrelevant. ..
why should I waste my beautiful mind
on something like that?”

1997—Two L.A.P.D. undercover
cops have a road rage shootout; one,
Kevin Gaines, ends up dead in a big
SUV that belongs to the estranged
wife of Death Row Records’ “Suge”
Knight. Exposure of massive corrup-
tion at the Rampart Division ensues.
1990—Fake cops bluff guards and
steal Rembrandts and a Vermeer from
Boston’s Gardner Museum.
1986—William F. Buckley’s column
in the New York Times calls for all gay
men to be tattooed on the buttocks.
1970—Offered a 4% raise while infla-
tion is at 5.8%, postal workers stage a
wildcat strike; in a week they win.
1969—The U.S. begins secretly and
illegally bombing Cambodia.
1953—Cowed by Sen. Joe McCarthy
[R-Bourbon], the State Dept. vows
books by “suspect” authors will be
purged from its overseas libraries.
1937—1In oil-rich New London, Tex-
as, a school saving money by heating
withun-scented gas explodes; 300 die.
1925—A tornado kills 695 along a
235-mile path from Mo. to Ind.
1741—Fort George—center of New
York’s government, then—is torched
by conspiring blacks and whites.

12:01 12:14
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2011—The U.S. and France attack
Libya—for its own good, of course.
2004—USA Todayadmits thatits Pu-
litzer-contender Jack Kelley ought to
have competed in the fiction category.
2003—George W.[MD] Bush starts
his pre-emptive war; 40 Tomahawk
missiles hit residential Baghdad.
1987—Ed “Meeseis a Pig” Meese en-
dorses drug testing for schoolteachers.
1983—On “Diff’rent Strokes,” Nan-
cy Reagan tells “a true story” about
“Charlie.” “Burned out on marijuana”
at 14, he “brutally beats” Sis when she
won't steal to buy him weed.
1954—The U.S. government burns
books by Wilhelm Reich.
1948—Nobel Prize winner Mme.
Irene Joliot-Curie is released from
detention on Ellis Island; her work
against fascism made her suspect.
1945—Off Japan, Kamikaze attacks
kill 800 sailors on the U.S.S. Franklin.
1937—Clarence “Frogman” Henry is
born in New Orleans.

1935—Over 100 are injured in a Har-
lem riot. A study suppressed by Mayor
LaGuardia blames police brutality.
1916—Eight U.S. Army biplanes go
after Pancho Villa.

1840—Sixty-five Comanche men,
women, and children attend a San
Antonio peace conference; 35 are
killed by Anglos and 30 imprisoned.
1777—Moses Dunbar, found guilty
of recruiting for the British, is hanged
in Hartford, Conn. His father, a patri-
ot, offers to supply the rope.
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2017—FBI Boss Jim Comey tells
Congress the Trump campaign and
Russia may have colluded.
2012—One of the two loaded .45 pis-
tols Rep. Kyle Tasker [R-Northwood]
legally carries in shoulder holsters
drops to the floor of a packed hearing
room in the N.H. State Capital.
2003—U.S. troops invade Iraq to
protect The Homeland from Saddam’s
innumerable WMDs.

1992—UN weapons inspector Rolf
Ekeus says Iraq has agreed to destroy
its weapons of mass destruction.
1976—Press Baron William R.
Hearst’s granddaughter Patricia is
convicted of bank robbery.
1954—“Ifthe [ Vietnamese] Commu-
nists continue to suffer the losses they
have been taking,” says French Chief
of Staff Gen. Paul Ely, “I don’t know
how they can stay in the battle.”
1933—“Get to hell out of here, you
son of a bitch,” would-be FDR as-
sassin Giuseppe Zangara tells the
chaplain before he’s zapped for killing
Chicago’s mayor. “All capitalists lousy
bunch of crooks. Goodbye to all poor
peoples everywhere! Push the button!”
1905—An old boiler explodes at the
Grover Shoe Factory in Brockton,
Mass. and shoots through the roof.
The building collapses, trapping hun-
dreds of workers; naptha barrels burn;
58 die and 150 are injured.
1899—Gender pioneer Martha Place
becomes the first woman to die in
New York’s electric chair.

12 1:34

2006—Twitter takes flight.
2003—Richard Clarke, top count-
er-intel cop since Bush#41, says
Bush#43 ignored al-Qaeda until 9/11.
1995—Mississippi OKs the 13th
amendment, outlawing slavery—ex-
cept it goes unregistered, so, no dice.
1981—In Mobile, Ala., two Ku Klux-
ers conduct the last recorded Iynching.
RIP: Michael Donald, 19.
1973—“There is a cancer on the Pres-
idency,” says White House Counsel
John Dean to the cancer.
1963—“Gents, this is an educational
project,” says condemned murderer
Frederick Wood in New York. “You
are about to witness the damaging ef-
fect electricity has on Wood.”
1960—South African police kill
89 unarmed black protesters in the
Sharpeville Massacre.
1952—DJ Alan Freed throws the
Moondog Coronation Ball in Cleve-
land—the first rock concert.
1947—Red Scared” by the GOP,
Truman orders “loyalty screening.”
1937—Cops in Ponce, P.R. follow or-
ders from the Governor and machine
gun protestors; 21 KIA, 235 WIA.
1925—Tennessee bans the teaching of
evolution in public schools.
1915—At a White House screening,
Woodrow Wilson is enraptured by the
racist masterpiece Birth ofa Nation.
1877—N.Y. State Grange members,
in economic self-defense, form the
Northern Farmers Alliance. Its suc-
cesses are limited, mostly by its racism.
52 2:19
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2006—MV Queen of the North, a Cana-
dian ferry four miles off course, hits an
island at 17 knots and sinks with a loss
of twolives. Union reps deny crewmem-
bers were having sexat the time.
2003—The chief officer of RMS Miil-
heim, getting out of his chair while on
watch, catches his trousers on a lever,
falls and hits his head, losing con-
sciousness. The ship runs aground at
Land’s End in Cornwall, a total loss.
1987—The Mobro 4000, a barge
toting 3,168 tons of garbage, leaves
NYC. Aftera162 day, 6,000 mile joy-
ride, it will return to NYC where its
contents will be burned.
1986—The U.S. executesits first Viet-
nam vet in Fla’s electric chair: David
Funchess, a black former Marine with
aPurple Heart and PTSD.
1975—A worker looking for air leaks
witha candle starts a fire causing $100
million in damages at the Brown’s
Ferry nuclear power plantin Alabama.
1933—Germany opens its first con-
centration camp at Dachau.
1820—Two U.S. Navy Commodores
meet at the Bladensburg Dueling
Grounds. James Barron, disgraced in
the Chesapeake-Leopard Affair, mor-
tally wounds Stephen “Our Country,
Right or Wrong” Decatur.
1765—Great Britain attempts to im-
pose a Stamp Act on the colonies. It
does not go well.
1622—Powhatans slaughter 400 En-
glish settlers—about one-third of the
population of Virginia.

23§ 3:06
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2016—Tay,aMicrosoft™ Al chatter-
bot, isreleased on Twitter. She’s pulled
16 hours later for being a Nazi.
2004—1In a Senate office building, 19
Members of Congress watch a gold-
en crown being placed on the head of
convicted tax cheat and Washington
Times owner Rev. Sun Myung Moon.
2003—A lost U.S. Army convoy
is ambushed near Nasiriyah, Iraq:
11 KIAs, five WIAs, & six POWS5,
including Pvt. Jessica Ryan. An Air
Force A-10 kills six to 10 U.S. Ma-
rines. A U.S. Patriot missile downs an
RAF fighter jet over Iraq.
1983—Acting president R. Reagan
touts space-based anti-missile mis-
siles, as 1940’s Murder in the Air, in
which he played Lt. “Brass” Bancroft.
1933—Support from the [Catholic]
Centre Party trumps leftist opposi-
tion: the Reichstag passes the En-
abling Act; Hitler becomes a dictator.
1914—For helping organize Colora-
do coal miners, “Mother Jones,” 76, is
thrown in the Huerfano CountyJail.
1901—U.S. troops capture Filipino
rebelleader Emilio Aguinaldo, whom
the U.S. had earlier backed in his fight
against Spanish colonial powers.
1877—Mormon leader John D. Leeis
executed by a firing squad for his role
in the Mountain Meadows Massacre.
Heleaves 19 wives and 56 children.
1842—The House of Representatives
censures Congressman Joshua R.
Giddings [W-Ohio] for introducing
aresolution opposing slavery.
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2004—A-list broadcast journalists
crack up at a black-tie dinner as Pres-
ident George W.[MD] Bush jokes
about “his” failed search for WMDs.
Less amused: families of the 691 GI's
killed in his pre-emptive war.
1989—Exxon delivers an important
message about its commitment to the
environment via the Exxon Valdez.
1985—Shot by a Soviet sentry while
peeping atan East German tank shed,
U.S. ArmyMaj. Arthur D. Nicholson
becomes what the Pentagon calls “the
last casualty of the Cold War.”
1972—At Washington, D.Cs May-
flower Hotel, E. Howard Huntand G.
Gordon Liddy try to score an “LSD-
type drug” from an ex-CIA doctor.
They even fail at that.

1971—The Washington Post reports
that stolen FBI documents show
mailmen, a Swarthmore switchboard
operator, and a local police chief have
been spying on Philadelphia activists.
1971—Operation Lam Son 719, the
ARVN invasion of Laos, ends. Casu-
alties: huge; winners: none.
1944—At Stalag Luft ITI, 76 POWs
exit via “Tunnel Harry;” three get
away, 50 are shot. Not so great, really.
1944—Parachute kaput, RAF tail-
gunner Nicholas Alkemade jumps
from 18,000 feet over Germany. Pine
trees and snow break his fall; he lives
until 1987—now #hat’s a great escape.
1661—Massachusetts Puritans hang
William Leddra for the odious crime
of being a Quaker.
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2003—Four Air Force generals are
sacked over a massive rape scandal.
1997—Florida’s “Old Sparky” sets
Pedro Medina on fire as it kills him.
1976—Execs at the Ford plant in Ar-
gentina begin doing the new military
junta’s bidding. Work incentives in-
clude torture, kidnapping, & murder.
1971—Three dairy co-ops get $600
million in milk price supports for a
$427,000 “contribution” towards Dick
“Original Dick” Nixon’s re-election.
1966—“Of all the forms of inequality,”
says MLKJr., “injustice in health care is
the most shocking and inhumane.”
1966—Fifteen WW II and Korean
War veterans burn discharge papers
in NYC to protest the Vietnam War.
1965—In Montgomery, Ala., 25,000
civil rights marchers arrive at the state
capitol, thanks to the National Guard.
1960—The head of Oliver Cromwell,
struck off in an “execution” two years
after his death and piked for decades,
isburied at his Cambridge alma mater.
1955—U.S. Customs seizes Allen
Ginsburg’s “Howl” as “obscene.”
1947—A Centralia, IIl. coal mine,
long the subject of ignored complaints
and warnings, explodes, killing 111.
1931—In Alabama, the Scottsboro
Boys are arrested on bogus charges.
1931—RIP, Ida B. Wells: fierce foe of
lynching, born of enslaved ancestors.
1911—The Triangle Shirtwaist Fire
kills 146 sweatshop workers in New
York City. The factory’s fire doors had
been locked shut to enhance profits.
5:16 6:06

2021—Under a painting of a slave
plantation, flanked by white men, Bri-
an Kempsigns alaw restricting voting.
Rep. Park Cannon, who’s Black, is ar-
rested and dragged out of his office.
2006—]Justice Antonin Scalia is pho-
tographed on the steps of a Boston
church, making an obscene gesture.
1983—Bob “Bob Dole” Dole calls
Ford, Carter, and Nixon “Hear no
evil, see no evil, and evil.”
1982—Ground is broken for the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial.
1972—Gen. John D. Lavelle loses
two stars and command of the 7th Air
Force for following Nixon’s secret or-
ders to bomb North Vietnam.
1968—A dozen “Wise Men” tell LBJ
it’s time to get out of Vietnam.
1964—Malcolm X and MLK shake
hands in Washington, D.C.—their
firstand only meeting.

1920—After the rope breaks, James
Johnson tells his executioners in Pop-
lar Bluff, Mo., “Hurry up, boys, and
get me out of my misery.” They do.
1892—Walt Whitman, the great
American poet, utters his last words,
“Hold meup, Iwanttos__t.”
1812—The gerrymander is born, in a
Boston Gazette cartoon.

1669—In New Castle, Jane Walford,
the Editor’s great x 8 grandmother,
recovers damages for an unproven al-
legation of witchcraft.

1623—Myles Standish and his squad
preventively kill six Massachusetts;
somehow relations don’t improve.
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