
The Fortnightly Rant

“Nothing to See Here”

Farewell to Summer? 
‘Haze’ and ‘trash’ among Earth’s new seasons 
as climate change and pollution play havoc

The Grotty Old Perverts have 
dropped all pretense. Attempt-

ing to dodge an all-but-certain elec-
toral catastrophe in the 2026 mid-
term elections, Texas is stealing the 
House of Representatives before our 
very eyes. Meanwhile, Ol’ Grabby 
Grandpa is dancing—we use that 
term loosely—on the roof of the 
White House, demonstrating that 
there are no limits to what he’ll do 
to distract public attention from the 
Epstein files.

In the past, from time to time, we 
have used hyperbole to make certain 
points. Let us—to paraphrase an 
earlier criminal Republican pres-
ident from a more innocent era, 
whose unjustified rehabilitation 
helped set us on the dismal road to 
today’s amoral abyss—be perfectly 
clear: the paragraph above is simply 
stating the facts.

A thousand years passed before 
Gibbon eventually wrote the defini-
tive history of the Fall of Rome. We 
don’t have a thousand years. Hell, 
with the climate deteriorating at the 
rate it is, we’ll be lucky if we have 
ten. So—with the understanding 
that we haven’t the staff, the stom-
ach, nor the space to make a full ac-
counting here—let’s get down to a 
few curated, perhaps idiosyncratic, 
and certainly sordid details.

Incredibly, Donald John Trump—
liar, wage thief, contract breaker, 
business failure, fortune squanderer, 
tax cheat, casino bankrupter, dou-
ble-digit felon—is the President of 
the United States. Oddly, he also 
seems to think that he’s the pres-
ident of Brazil, or a member of its 
Supreme Court. Maybe both; with 
him, you never know. Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva and Alexandre de 
Moraes, who actually hold those 
offices, are lawfully overseeing the 
prosecution of the former president, 
Jair Bolsonaro. 

On January 8, 2023—two years 
and two days after President Trump 
laid down the template—Bolsonaro 
exhorted a mob of his followers to 
attack and violently overthrow that 
country’s government. Deeply hurt 
by the sight of a friend and fellow 
autocrat being held to account for 
crimes so similar to his own, our 
President called Bolsonaro’s pros-
ecution a “witch hunt,” and 
slapped a 50 percent tariff 
on imports from Brazil.

The upshot: U.S. 
consumers will pay 
more for coffee because 
another country has the 
gall to let the law take its 
course. Sure it’s bizarre, 
stupid, and unseemly. 
Look at it from the 
President’s perspective, though. If 
Bolsonaro were ever brought to jus-
tice, it would set a terrible precedent. 
What if it happened here?

Uneasy lies the head that wears a 
crown, according to whoever wrote 
Shakespeare’s Henry the Fourth, Part 

One. Our current president does not 
wear a crown to bed, at least to our 
knowledge—though something 
equally peculiar does reside atop his 
skull around the clock, the mainte-
nance of which reportedly takes up 
a significant part of his day. Some 
would say, not enough.

If you rule like a monarch, you 
should live like one. Hence the pres-
ident’s plan to add a Versailles wing 
to the White House. In a rare dis-
play of modesty, the 90,000 square 
foot addition will be a little less than 
twice the size of the White House, 
which, according to Wikipedia, has 
a floor area of 55,000 square feet. 
An artist’s rendering shows a white, 
coffered ceiling trimmed with gold, 
gold chandeliers, gold chairs, with a 
scattering of gold thingamajigs on 
white tablecloths. 

Ballrooms are, of course, only used 
on special occasions. Fortunately, 
the space is suitable for other uses. It 
could, for example, be filled with slot 
machines, and billed as Trump Taj 
Mahal II. With the destruction of 
the Rose Garden now complete—
it’s been paved over and surrounded 
with “stars and stripes”-styled drain-
age tiles, so that visitors may now 
tread upon something reminiscent 
of the U.S. flag—construction is set 
to begin next month.

“Gracious sakes,” the editor wrote, 
channeling his inner Donald Rums-
feld, “where has the space gone?” 
We’re down to a quarter tank, to use 
an automotive metaphor, and we 
haven’t written a word about the ad-
ministration’s plan to amplify global 
warming by destroying the Orbiting 
Carbon Observatories. Not a word 
yet about RFK Jr. condemning gen-
erations to needless suffering by 
banjaxxing research into mRNA 
vaccines. The latest job stats were 
in the tank, so the messenger’s been 
shot. And what about that ridiculous 
airplane we’re going to waste $1 bil-
lion on, then let The Donald fly away 
in—talk about a golden parachute! 

Trump is suing Rupert for $20 
billion over a Wall Street Journal 
story which reported that he sent 
a lewd birthday greeting to child 
sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein. Smut 
connoisseurs salivating over the 
discovery process will have to wait, 

though, an agreement has put 
the depositions on hold.

In other sketchy le-
gal maneuvers, a Deputy 

AG, who is, coincidentally 
Trump’s former personal 

lawyer, interviewed Epstein’s 
procuress, Ghislaine Max-

well, in her fetid Florida 
dungeon. Maxwell was 
quickly transferred, 

contrary to prison regulations, to a 
low-security “country club” in Texas. 

In unrelated news, Liam Neeson 
will soon appear as Frank Drebin, 
Jr., in a remake of “Naked Gun,” 
perhaps to deliver the immortal line, 
“Nothing to see here.”

by Felicia Liu  and Thomas Smith

Throughout history, people have 
viewed seasons as relatively 

stable, recurrent blocks of time that 
neatly align farming, cultural cele-
brations and routines with nature’s 
cycles. But the seasons as we know 
them are changing. Human activity 
is rapidly transforming the Earth, 
and once reliable seasonal patterns 
are becoming unfamiliar.

In our recent study, we argue that 
new seasons are surfacing. These 
emergent seasons are entirely novel 
and anthropogenic (in other words, 
made by humans).

Examples include “haze seasons” 
in the northern and equatorial na-
tions of south-east Asia, when the 
sky is filled with smoke for several 
weeks. This is caused by widespread 
burning of vegetation to clear forests 
and make way for agriculture during 
particularly dry times of year.

Or there is the annual “trash sea-
son,” during which tidal patterns 
bring plastic to the shores of Bali, 
Indonesia, between November and 
March.

At the same time, some seasons 
are disappearing altogether, with 
profound consequences for eco-
systems and cultures. These extinct 
seasons can encompass drastically 
altered or terminated migratory ani-
mal behaviour, such as the decline of 
seabird breeding seasons in northern 
England.

Climate change is also calling 
time on traditional winter sport 
seasons by making snow scarcer in 
alpine regions.
Nature’s new rhythms

Perhaps more common are “syn-
copated seasons.” The changes are 
akin to new emphases on beats or 
off-beats in familiar music that cap-
ture the listener’s attention.

Syncopated seasons include hot-
ter summers and milder winters in 

temperate climates, with increas-
ingly frequent and severe extreme 
weather that exposes more people 
and ecosystems to stress.

The timings of key seasonal events, 
like when leaves fall or certain mi-
gratory species arrive, are becoming 
more unpredictable. We coined the 
term “arrhythmic seasons,” a concept 
borrowed from cardiology, to refer 
to abnormal rhythms which include 
earlier springs or breeding seasons, 
longer summers or growing seasons, 
and shorter winters or hibernating 
seasons.

Changing seasonal patterns throw 
the interdependent life cycles of 
plants and animals out of sync with 
each other, and disrupt the commu-
nities that are economically, socially 
and culturally dependent on them.

In northern Thailand, human ac-
tivity has reshaped nature’s rhythms 
and affected the supply of water and 
food in turn. Communities along 
the Mekong river’s tributaries have 
relied on the seasonal flow of rivers 
to fish and farm for generations.

At first, upstream dams disrupted 
these cycles by blocking fish migra-
tion and preventing the accumula-
tion of sediment that farms need for 
soil. More recently, climate change 
has shifted rainfall patterns and 
made dry seasons longer and rainy 
seasons shorter but more intense, 
bringing fires and further uncertain-
ty to farmers.
Let’s rethink time

How we react to changing sea-
sonal patterns can either worsen or 
improve environmental conditions. 
In south-east Asia, public awareness 
of the “haze season” has led to better 
forecasting, the installation of air fil-
ters in homes and the establishment 
of public health initiatives.

These efforts help communities 
adapt. But if society only uses adap-
tive fixes like these, it can make the 
haze worse over time by failing to 

tackle its root causes. By recognis-
ing this new season, societies might 
normalise the recurrence of haze 
and isolate anyone who demands 
the government and businesses deal 
with deforestation and burning.

Powerful institutions like these 
shape narratives about seasonal cri-
ses to minimise their responsibility 
and shift blame elsewhere. Under-
standing these dynamics is crucial 
to fostering accountability and en-
suring fair responses.

The shifting seasons require us to 
rethink our relationship with time 
and the environment. Today, most 
of us think about time in terms of 
days, hours and minutes, which is a 
globalised standard used everywhere 
from smartphones to train timeta-
bles. But this way of keeping time 
forgets older and more local ways 
of understanding time—those that 
are shaped by natural rhythms, such 
as the arrival of the rainy season, or 
solar and lunar cycles, rooted in the 
lives and cultures of different com-
munities.

Diverse perspectives, especially 
those from Indigenous knowledge 
systems, can enhance our ability to 
respond to environmental changes. 
Integrating alternative time-keeping 
methods into mainstream practices 
could foster fairer and more effective 
solutions to environmental prob-
lems.

Seasons are more than just divi-
sions of time—they connect us with 
nature. Finding synchrony with 
changing seasonal rhythms is essen-
tial for building a sustainable future.

–=≈=–
Felicia Liu is a Lecturer at the Uni-
versity of York. Thomas Smith is an 
Associate Professor at the London 
School of Economics. This work was 
published at theconversation.com, 
and is published here under a Cre-
ative Commons license.
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Under Trump, ‘The Federal Government Itself Is a Threat’: Report Details Plot to Subvert 2026 Elections

Yes, another protest, on Saturday afternoon, August 2nd—and why not? 
Continued outrages without protest would amount to capitulation, and a 
repudiation of everything this country allegedly stands for. Billed as “Rage 
Against the Regime,” and organized by Indivisible, it was one of about 300 
around the country, covering the northeastern and southeastern corners of 
the intersection of Maplewood/Middle Streets and Islington Street. Mar-
ket Square was otherwise occupied. A sampling of the signs: “You Are NOT  
Allowed To Give Up — Alexi Navalny”; “Great Job #’s, Donny!”; “Max-
well Transfer Payoff For Silence”; “No Turd Reich Fascists”; “I Will Not 
Stay Silent So You Can Stay Comfortable - Fuck Israel”; “In N.H., ICE 
Is For Hockey”; “These People Right Here Are The Heroes Of Democracy”; 
“I.C.E. = Gestapo”; “Pedophiles Can’t Live In Govt. Housing”; “Impeach 
Convict Remove”; “Send Trump To Alligator Auschwitz”; “We Deserve 
Government that Cares, Not Tax Cuts For Billionaires”; “We Aren’t Being 
Governed, We’re Being Looted”; “There Is No Planet B”; “Moronic, Abhor-
rent, Gigantic Assholes!!!”; and “Real Patriots Defend the Constitution”.

According to the returns of the 
keepers of the Boston public baths, 
there were 250,000 visitors in July.

Lawrence Donovan, who jumped 
from the Brooklyn bridge some 
time ago, and escaped without se-
rious harm, on the 7th inst. jumped 
from the Hungerford bridge across 
the Thames at London, and was 
drowned.

William Grady, a worthy young 
man of East Boston, aged twen-
ty-four years, was murdered by a 
drunken sailor named Van Buren 
on the afternoon of Aug. 6th, while 
trying to protect his slayer from the 
savage attack of a drunken mate 
named Coleman.

Edward H. Olmstead, head clerk 
in the bursar’s office at Harvard col-
lege has emigrated with $1200 not 
belonging to him.

Charles Post, the bunco steerer 
who swindled an aged citizen of 
Charlestown, Mass., out of $3000, 
has been arrested in New York.

Mrs. Erbe, an Ohio bride of six 
weeks, wants a divorce because her 
husband has failed to do all that he 
promised during his courting. If that 
is going to be an adequate cause for 

a decree of divorce, there isn’t a mar-
riage in the world that will hold for 
a month.

Charles Post, the bunco steerer 
recently arrested in New York, is the 
famous “Gold brick man” of a few 
years ago.

Anna Swan, the wife of Capt. 
Bates, died at Wadsworth, Ohio. 
They were the largest married cou-
ple in the world. Capt. Bates is eight 
feet tall, and his wife was seven feet 
nine inches.

Mrs. Josie Richardson of Hobo-
ken, N.J., after tramping for five 
years through many states in search 
of her runaway husband, on the 10th 
inst., arrived with her three children 
at Birmingham, Conn., and found 
him there, married to a young wom-
an named Nellie Healy. He was held 
in $2000 for trial.

L.E. Hanson’s jewelry store in 
South Berwick was burglarized 
on the night of Aug. 13th, the safe 
blown open, and over $2000 worth 
of goods stolen.

The schooner Mary H. Lewis, 
which arrived at Portland on the 6th 
inst, reported having picked up at 
sea, fifty miles south of Nova Scotia, 

the day before, Capt. Doughty, two 
other men, a woman and two chil-
dren. The castaways were in an open 
boat twenty-one feet long, with two 
dories in tow. They were driven to 
sea by a gale while attempting to 
go from one Nova Scotia port to 
another with their goods and chat-
tels; their provisions were spoiled by 
salt water, and when rescued they 
were nearly dead from exhaustion, 
hunger, thirst and exposure. Capt. 
Doughty was formerly connected 
with the Salvation Army at Port-
land, and was charged with com-
mitting bigamy there. The Portland 
officials are looking for him. 

The Sea Serpent Returns
The sea serpent has again been seen, 
this time appearing on Saturday af-
ternoon, Aug. 4th, off Point Judith, 
R.I., to two fishermen in the sloop 
Mary Lewis of East Greenwich. 
Captain Delory, master of the sloop, 
first sighted a monstrous head about 
two feet above the water, and about 
fifty yards distant on the weather 
quarter. The appearance of the head 
is described as in general shape like 
that of an alligator: the jaws looked 

by Jessica Corbett

“In our democracy, voters have 
to have the last word, and the 

2026 midterm election is approach-
ing. Our election system is facing 
something new, something it hasn’t 
ever faced before. For the first time, 
the federal government itself is a 
threat to the integrity of elections. 
This is a big deal.”

That’s how Michael Walden, 
president and CEO of the Bren-
nan Center for Justice at New York 
University School of Law, began a 
Tuesday video about his organiza-
tion’s new report, The Trump Admin-
istration’s Campaign to Undermine the 
Next Election, which aims to “con-
nect the dots” on a host of maneu-
vers by the White House.

In the report, Walden said, “we 
show the concerted strategy that ap-
pears to be unfolding to undermine 
the elections and make sure that 
people are not able to cast free and 
fair votes. Some of these are things 

you know about. Some of these are 
things that are a bit obscure. Some 
of these are things that haven’t hap-
pened yet.”

The actions, he explained, range 
from “the pardoning on the very first 
day of this presidential term of the 
January 6th insurrectionists,” to “the 
firing of election security officials all 
across the federal government,” to 
“improper requests to states for ac-
cess to their voter rolls.”

Threats to U.S. elections are not 
new. The report notes that “in 2020, 
2022, and 2024, our nation held fed-
eral elections. Despite the pandemic, 
threats of violence, denial of results, 
and extraordinary pressure, these 
were secure and accurate. Election 
officials worked together across par-
ty lines. The system held.”

However, going into the 2026 
cycle, Republican U.S. President 
Donald Trump and his allies have 
not only taken the steps that Walden 
mentioned, but also other actions 
outlined in the report.

The report sounds the alarm about 
Trump’s March executive order “that 
aims to overhaul and exert partial 
control over significant parts of the 
nation’s election systems,” some of 
which has been blocked as it faces a 
series of challenges in federal court. 
The document details the impact 
and status of various provisions, as 
well as why they are wrong.

The Brennan Center also laid 
out how the Trump administration 
is “weaponizing” federal agencies, 
penalizing law firms, threatening 
election officials and nonprofits, un-
dermining prosecution of election 
subversion, and scaling back protec-
tions.

The section on scaling back elec-
tion protections highlights Trump’s 
dismantling of the Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency 
as well as a “paradigm shift” at the 
U.S. Department of Justice’s (DOJ) 
Civil Rights Division, led by As-
sistant Attorney General Harmeet 
Dhillon.

After the Republican-controlled 
U.S. Senate confirmed Dhillon, she 
“issued new mission statements that 

signal the division’s move away from 
protecting the rights of marginal-
ized groups and toward efforts such 
as rooting out voter fraud, which is 
actually extremely rare,” the report 
points out. “The DOJ has since 
dropped every voting case in which 
it had been a plaintiff at the start of 
this administration, and it has with-
drawn its involvement in several 
other voting and redistricting suits. 
It also gutted the Civil Rights Divi-
sion of its career staff.”

Within the division, “the vot-
ing section is now led by Maureen 
Riordan, a longtime DOJ lawyer 
who rejoined the department after 
a stint at the Public Interest Legal 
Foundation (PILF), a conservative 
organization that has for years sued 
election officials to try to force ag-
gressive purges of the voter rolls,” the 
document adds. She’s now bringing 
that strategy to the federal govern-
ment, with suits in North Carolina 
and California, and threats of others.

“The administration is setting the 
stage for election subversion. This 
power play poses a grave threat to 
the future of U.S. election infra-

structure. It is also, in many respects, 
illegal,” the report warns. “The var-
ious institutions and actors that 
operate the constitutional checks 
and balances safeguarding U.S. elec-
tions—including the courts, Con-
gress, independent federal agencies, 
state legislatures, state and local elec-
tion officials, and the people them-
selves—must prevent the Trump 
administration’s power grab from 
succeeding.”

The Brennan Center’s report was 
published the same day that Re-
publican lawmakers in Texas issued 
arrest warrants for the Democratic 
colleagues, who fled the state to 
block a GOP gerrymandering ef-
fort directed by Trump. The rigged 
map, if approved, could help the 
president’s party retain control of the 
U.S. House of Representatives in the 
2026 elections.

–=≈=–
Jessica Corbett is a senior editor and 
staff writer for Common Dreams. 
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 
3.0). Feel free to republish and 
share widely.

“The administration is setting the stage for election subver-
sion. This power play poses a grave threat to the future of U.S. 

election infrastructure. It is also, in many respects, illegal.”
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“If churches want to play the game 
of politics, let them pay admission 

like everyone else.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– George Carlin (1937-2008)
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‘Exceptionally Dangerous’: Trump EPA Targets Endangerment Finding That Enables Climate Rules
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For a limited time only, this Everlast Elite Freestanding Heavy Bag, nor-
mally a $179.99 value at Dick’s Sporting Goods, was available on Brew-
ster Street for the low, low price of nothing at all. Note the past tense.

to be at least five feet in length and 
were studded with teeth five or six 
inches long, while the eyes were as 
large as the crown of an ordinary 
hat. Directly back from the head ran 
a huge fin, which was kept rigidly 
straight as the body was propelled 
at a rapid rate through the water, 
the motion being similar to that of 
a snake in its sinuous windings on 
shore. The entire length of the crea-
ture, as estimated in his passing by 
the boat, was reckoned at least sev-
enty feet. The captain says it was 
within about ten feet as it swept by, 
heading east southeast. Glimpses of 
its body, which was about the size of 
a barrel, showed bright grayish scales 
of large size. This is beyond all odds 
the worst sea serpent we ever heard 
of; the old kind never had any head 

such as that. Nor any such teeth. We 
do not at all approve of this revised 
version.

Jury trials in the cases of anar-
chists in Austria and Hungary have 
been suspended for one year. In Chi-
cago they suspend the anarchists.

It is impossible to please some 
people. Chicago is ridiculed because 
it is not cultured, and Boston be-
cause it is.

At Concord, Aug. 13th, in the 
Concord railroad yard, a freight 
coupler twenty years old, named 
Charles N. Sprague, was killed by 
falling from a shifting engine and 
being run over by several cars. He 
was shockingly ground up.

The Dover Daily Times of last Fri-
day gave notice of its discontinuance.

Small tenements are very scarce 
and hard to be obtained in this city 
at present. A young working man 

with a small family, from Portland, 
wearied himself vainly throughout 
Thursday, looking for such a house.

The tower of the new Jones brew-
ery is completed, and is surmount-
ed by a flagstaff forty-five feet high 
above the top of the tower. A sub-
stantial railing is to be put around 
the top of the tower, so that visitors 
who desire to be made seasick and 
uncomfortable without any real 
danger can be accomodated.

John L. Sullivan was knocked out 
in Brighton, Mass., Saturday night. 
Rum did it.

New Hampshire Gazette
August 16, 1888

James McDevitt got shaved in a bar-
ber shop at Somerville, Mass., Sat-
urday night, refused to pay for the 
shave, and was stabbed in the face 

by Jessica Corbett

U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s administration 

faced an onslaught of criticism last 
week for starting the process of re-
pealing the 2009 legal opinion that 
greenhouse gases endanger public 
health and the welfare of the Amer-
ican people—which has enabled 
federal regulations aimed at the fos-
sil fuel-driven climate emergency 
over the past 15 years.

Confirming reports from last 
week, Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Administrator Lee 
Zeldin unveiled the rule to rescind 
the 2009 “endangerment finding” 
at a truck dealership in Indiana. 
According to The New York Times, 
he said that “the proposal would, if 
finalized, amount to the largest de-
regulatory action in the history of 
the United States.”

If the administration succeeds in 
repealing the legal finding, the EPA 
would lack authority under the 
Clean Air Act to impose standards 
for greenhouse gas emissions—
meaning the move would kill vehicle 
regulations. As with the reporting 
last week, the formal announcement 
was sharply condemned by climate 
and health advocates and experts.

“Greenhouse gas emissions en-
danger public health and are the 
root cause of the climate crisis,” 
said Deanna Noël with Public Cit-
izen’s Climate Program, ripping the 
administration’s effort as “grossly 
misguided and exceptionally dan-
gerous.”

“Stripping the EPA of its ability 
to regulate greenhouse gases is like 

throwing away the fire extinguisher 
while the house is already burning,” 
she warned. “The administration is 
shamelessly handing Big Oil a hall 
pass to pollute unchecked and dodge 
accountability, leaving working fam-
ilies to bear the costs through wors-
ening health outcomes, rising energy 
bills, more climate-fueled extreme 
weather, and an increasingly unsta-
ble future. This isn’t just a denial of 
science and reality—it’s a betrayal of 
public trust and yet another signal 
that this administration is working 
for corporate interests, and no one 
else.”

Noël was far from alone in ac-
cusing the administration’s leaders 
of serving the polluters who helped 
Trump return to power.

“Zeldin and Trump are concerned 
only with maximizing short-term 
profits for polluting corporations 
and the CEOs funneling millions 
of dollars to their campaign cof-
fers,” said Jim Walsh, policy director 
at Food & Water Watch. “Zeldin’s 
assertion that the EPA shouldn’t 
address greenhouse gas emissions 
is like a fire chief claiming that they 
shouldn’t fight fires. It is as malicious 
as it is absurd.”

Dan Becker, director of the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity’s Safe 
Climate Transport Campaign, sim-
ilarly said that the proposal is “pure-
ly a political bow to the oil industry” 
and “Trump is putting fealty to Big 
Oil over sound science and people’s 
health.”

Earthworks policy director Lau-
ren Pagel also called the rule “a per-
verse gift to the fossil fuel industry 
that rejects yearslong efforts by the 

agency, scientists, NGOs, frontline 
communities, and industry to pro-
tect public health and our environ-
ment.”

“Donald Trump and Lee Zeldin 
are playing with fire—and with 
floods and droughts and public 
health risks, too,” she stressed, as 
about 168 million Americans on 
Tuesday faced advisories for extreme 
heat made more likely by the climate 
crisis.

Justin Chen, president of Amer-
ican Federation of Government 
Employees Council 238, which 
represents over 8,000 EPA workers 
nationwide, said that the repeal plan 
“is reckless and will have far-reach-
ing, disastrous consequences for the 
U.S.A.”

“EPA career professionals have 
worked for decades on the devel-
opment of the science and policy 
of greenhouse gases to protect the 
American public,” he continued, 
“and this policy decision completely 
disregards all of their work in service 
to the public.”

The Union of Concerned Scien-
tists (UCS) highlighted that Chris 
Wright, head of the Department of 
Energy, joined Zeldin at the Tuesday 
press conference and “announced a 
DOE ‘climate science study’ along-
side remarks that were rife with 
climate denial talking points and 
disinformation.”

UCS president Gretchen Gold-

man said that “it’s abundantly clear 
what’s going on here. The Trump 
administration refuses to acknowl-
edge robust climate science and is 
using the kitchen sink approach: 
making every specious argument 
it can to avoid complying with the 
law.”

“But getting around the Clean Air 
Act won’t be easy,” she added. “The 
science establishing climate harms 
to human health was unequivocally 
clear back in 2009, and more than 
15 years later, the evidence has only 
accumulated.”

David Bookbinder, director of law 
and policy at the Environmental In-
tegrity Project, was a lead attorney 
in the 2007 U.S. Supreme Court 
case Massachusetts vs. EPA, which 
affirmed the agency’s authority to 
regulate greenhouse gases under the 
Clean Air Act and ultimately led to 
the endangerment finding two years 
later.

Bookbinder said Tuesday that 
“because this approach has already 
been rejected by the courts—and 
doubtless will be again—this base-
less effort to pretend that carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse gasses 
that cause climate change are not 
harmful pollutants is nothing more 
than a transparent attempt to de-
lay and derail our efforts to control 
greenhouse pollution at the worst 
possible time, when deadly floods 
and heat waves are killing more peo-

ple every day.”
In a statement from the Environ-

mental Protection Network, which 
is made up of ex-EPA staff, Joseph 
Goffman, former assistant adminis-
trator of the agency’s Office of Air 
and Radiation, also cited the 2007 
ruling.

“This decision is both legally in-
defensible and morally bankrupt,” 
Goffman said of the Tuesday pro-
posal. “The Supreme Court made 
clear that EPA cannot ignore sci-
ence or evade its responsibilities un-
der the Clean Air Act. By walking 
away from the endangerment find-
ing, EPA has not only broken with 
precedent; it has broken with reality.”

Aru Shiney-Ajay, executive di-
rector of the youth-led Sunrise 
Movement, responded to the EPA 
proposal with defiance, declaring 
that “Donald Trump and his Big Oil 
donors are lighting the world on fire 
and fueling their private jets with 
young people’s lives. We refuse to be 
sacrifices for their greed. We’re com-
ing for them, and we’re not backing 
down.”

–=≈=–
Jessica Corbett is a senior editor and 
staff writer for Common Dreams. 
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 
3.0). Feel free to republish and 
share widely.

–=≈=–
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When The Revolution Comes
To the Editor:

It’s a familiar cry for those of us who 
lived through the turmoil of the ’60s. 
Great things will happen “when the 
revolution comes.” One reason the 
revolution never came was money. The 
people in the street lacked the cash 
and time it would take to build a uni-
fied political machine!

On the other hand, for Kevin Rob-
erts and the folks at the Heritage 
Foundation, time and money have 
been no object. Years of planning and 
billions of dollars have been invested 
in “2025,” and it is quite well docu-
mented who the biggest contributors 
are. All of which led Roberts to arro-
gantly boast: “We are in the process 
of the Second American Revolution 
which will remain bloodless if the left 
allows it to be.”

Translated, Robert’s proclamation 
is a double dare suggesting any at-
tempt to stop their machine will lead 
to bloodshed. So far, they’ve been very 
lucky. The so called “left” has remained 
docile and distracted, content to whine 
and finger-point at each other rather 
than fight.

The biggest distractor, of course, is 
extortioner-in-chief Donald Trump. 
He’s been incredibly successful at 
drawing attention away from the folks 
behind the curtain. But it’s not Uncle 
Don’s machine, and if he screws it up 
he could be out the door quicker than 
you can say “Epstein Maxwell Syn-
drome.” 

If Democrats hope to defeat the 
2025 MAGA machine, I’d suggest 
beginning by ignoring Donald Trump 
completely. He loves our attention, 
good and bad, and he sucks it up like 
a sponge. Instead, shine a bright white 
light on the people who hate public 
exposure more than anything—the 
corporate sponsors of the Second 
American Revolution. 

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
Thank you for bringing up that “arro-

gant boast” by the architect of “the Second 
American Revolution.” It is truly a re-
markable statement. 

Strip out the euphemism and Roberts 
is saying, “We are overthrowing the gov-

ernment established 236 years ago under 
the U.S. Constitution.” Decode the false 
reversal of agency, and he’s adding, “We’ll 
kill anyone who tries to stop us.” 

You’re right about Trump. He is, in-
deed, not much more than an unusually 
skillful—and, so far, lucky—carnival 
barker. If his luck, and ours, changes, and 
the pitchfork-and-torches mob decide he’s 
as guilty as Epstein, perhaps he himself 
will end up in Alcatraz. After enduring 
the endless grotesqueries of the past de-
cade, Americans who were never part of 
his cult deserve to see such a denoument. 

This project has been under way since 
the infamous Powell Memorandum* of 
1971. Disgusted by the post-war prosper-
ity of the white middle class, the wealthy 
mobilized to take it all back, and reduce 
everyone else to wage slavery.

Your suggestion is excellent. Corpora-
tions are backing this evil scheme. They 
need to be exposed, shamed, and boycotted.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trump vs. the First Freedom
To the Editor:

In canceling “The Late Show” with 
Stephen Colbert, CBS has decided to 
cater to the White House and refrain 
from any form of criticism of the Pres-
ident. One of the significant advantag-
es of living in the United States is the 
freedom of speech and the press.

In a speech to Congress, President 
Franklin Roosevelt emphasized the 
Four Freedoms: “The first is free-
dom of speech and expression—ev-
erywhere in the world. The second is 
freedom of every person to worship 
God in his own way—everywhere in 
the world. The third is freedom from 
want—which, translated into world 
terms, means economic understand-
ings which will secure to every nation 
a healthy peacetime life for its inhab-
itants—everywhere in the world. The 
fourth is freedom from fear—which, 
translated into world terms, means a 
world-wide reduction of armaments 
to such a point and in such a thor-
ough fashion that no nation will be in 
a position to commit an act of physical 
aggression against any neighbor—
anywhere in the world.”

Over the last six months, the nation 

has witnessed horror that we have only 
imagined in our nightmares. Stephen 
Colbert used his platform to give us a 
sense of humor and levity at this hour. 
And Colbert, as true to form, spoke 
truth to power. CBS deemed the can-
cellation a “financial decision.” I beg to 
differ. After the announcement, Pres-
ident Trump hailed the decision and 
used the powers of the office to take a 
swipe at Colbert. Colbert then took a 
swipe at the President in classic fash-
ion. In canceling The Late Show, CBS 
has decided to silence Colbert and to 
keep the President happy.

President Trump has decided to 
take a wrecking ball to all our free-
doms, thus eroding the principles that 
President Roosevelt echoed in his 
speech to Congress in 1941. Readers 
may disagree with this statement, but 
this is a warning to the reader, and per-
haps to the world.

Aidan J. Bain
Elma, New York
Aidan:
To add a little context, shortly before 

the 2024 election, candidate Donald 
Trump filed a ludicrous $10 billion law-
suit against Paramount—the fictitious 
“corporate person” who owns CBS—
claiming that CBS’s show “60 Minutes” 
had deceptively edited an interview with 
Kamala Harris, so as to favor the Dem-
ocratic candidate. After his inauguration, 
the Whiny-Baby-in-Chief jacked up his 
already-ludicrous demand to $20 billion.

Last month, in a capitulation that 
will go down in infamy, in exchange for 
Trump dropping the suit, Paramount 
agreed to pay $16 million to the Trump 
Presidential Library. Perhaps some gold 
toilet will bear their logo, rendered with 
Swarovski crystals. This shameful episode 
suggests that even the most successful ma-
fia extortionists were really just a bunch 
of pikers.

Paramount execs will write off the 
$16 million as just another minor cost of 
doing business, as they pocket their share 
of the pending $8.4 billion merger with 
Skydance, now made possible by this 
“non-bribe”. At its essence, this is the theft 
of a public good for private gain. As such, 
it’s just the most recent example in a long 
line, going back to the land enclosures in 
the time of the Tudors.

The Editor

So Many Questions
Dear Editor:

When you do not like the mes-
sage, fire the messenger. That’s how 
Trump responds to bad information. 
When the jobs number for July came 
in 42,000 fewer than expected and 
the numbers for May were revised to 
19,00 from 144,000 and June from 
147,000 to14,000, and hiring in man-
ufacturing fell to a 9-year low in May, 
Trump predictably fired the commis-
sioner of labor statistics. (Fox Business, 
August 1, 2025) Unfortunately, firing 
the messenger is not going to change 
the reality that the economy is suffer-
ing as a result of Trump’s trade policy 
and assault on immigrants.

In another very questionable move, 
Ghislaine Maxwell, the Epstein chil-
dren recruiter, who is serving a 20 
year sentence for sex trafficking, was 
secretly moved from a maximum-se-
curity prison in Florida to a mini-
mum-security prison camp in Texas. 
According to NBC News, “The Bu-
reau of Prisons own designation policy 
makes Maxwell ineligible for transfer 
to a minimum-security prison because 
she is a convicted sex offender.” This 
raises serious questions as to why Ms. 
Maxwell was given this questionable 
transfer now, and who authorized this 
transfer and why?

Also of interest is that on August 1, 
2025, Bloomberg reported that a FBI 
FOIA team redacted Trump’s name 
and the names of other prominent 
public figures from the Epstein doc-
uments. While the Republican House 
quickly decided to leave town early to 
avoid a vote on the release of the Ep-
stein files, the problem is not going 
away. We need to know who was in-
volved with Epstein regardless of who 
they are.

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
It’s all part of Steve Bannon’s “flood 

the zone” plan. Distract people from 
your previous sordid transgressions by 
committing weird, spectacular, revolting 
new ones. 

The tragic and shameful thing is that 
this could all be stopped by a critical mass 
of Republicans in Congress. But they 
would have to muster up some courage 
and put their country before their careers. 

What are the odds of that? You might 
as well buy a lottery ticket.

The Editor

Israel is Starving Children in Gaza
To the editor:

There are children in Gaza who 
look like those rescued from Dachau 
and Auschwitz. They are not starving 
because Hamas is stealing food, they 
are starving because Israel prevented 
food from entering Gaza for three 
months and now has made food dis-
tribution centers a shooting gallery. 
This is a conscious act of genocide by 
descendants of a genocide.

Unfortunately, many in the diaspo-
ra continue to support Israel’s actions. 
Justifying starving, killing and forcing 
others they do not like into ghettos 
when their group is in the majori-
ty, encourages others to feel justified 
doing it to you when they are in the 
majority.

In my opinion the diaspora needs 
to say they stand behind Israel, but 
not Israel’s current government. More 
than half of Israelis are doing this. It is 
time to join them.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, N.H.
Walter:
Exactly. What’s more, a U.S. gov-

ernment with any pretence of morality 
would have shut off the military aid long 
ago.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Recognize the Humanity of Palestinians
To the Editor:

On October 2, 2024, a group of 99 
U.S. medical professionals who volun-
teered in Gaza sent an urgent letter to 
President Joe Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris. They witnessed 
malnutrition in mothers resulting in 
miscarriages and underweight new-
borns. Daily they saw babies starving 
to death because their mothers were 
too malnourished to breastfeed and 
there was no formula or clean water.

Moreover, on November 21, 2024 
the International Criminal Court 
[ICC] asserted that there was reason-
able evidence to conclude that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and former Israeli Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant had “intentionally and 
knowingly” deprived civilians in Gaza 
of food and water, and therefore bore 
criminal responsibility for using star-
vation as a weapon of war.

Regarding Gaza, famine expert 
Alex de Waal explains, “I’ve been 
working on this topic for more than 

* https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_F._Pow-
ell_Jr.#Powell_Memorandum,_1971
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four decades, and there is no case since 
World War II of starvation that has 
been so minutely designed and con-
trolled.”

Eight months have passed. Each 
day brings new images of emaciated 
children and desperate masses queu-
ing for food. During this period, have 
U.S. statements and actions protected 
civilians, or have they shielded our 
government from accountability and 
moral urgency?

Law without universal application 
is a tool of power, not justice. Recog-
nizing the humanity of Palestinians is 
not just a moral imperative—it is an 
act of resistance against the logic of 
genocide. 

Terry Hansen
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Terry:
Biden could and should have stopped 

this ongoing crime. The evidence was 
overwhelming, long before that ICC de-
cision, and before that October letter. But 
apparently there’s some mechanism in the 
minds of the highly-placed that allows 
them to overlook certain basic facts; the 
pertinent fact in this case being that Pal-
estinians are human beings.

Could Trump stop it? He famous-
ly lacks the usual internal restraints 
which govern the rest of us. Maybe if the 
Palestinians were to make a generous 
“donation” to the Trump Presidential Li-
brary… who are we kidding? How could 
Trump see the Palestinians as human be-
ings when he’s so dazzled by the potential 
of their oceanfront real estate?

The Editor
–=≈=–

Heating Cost Double Whammy Coming
To the Editor:

If you are on a fixed income, you 
had better be ready for a tough winter. 
According to a recent news item on 
WMUR, the Canadian consul gen-
eral in Boston indicates that, annual-
ly, N.H. imports approximately $444 
Million in fuel from Canada. With 
expected tariffs, the cost of home 
heating oil is bound to rise significant-
ly this winter.

Now, a pending cut in the Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP), which supplies 
assistance for heating, cooling, and 
weatherizing, will seriously affect the 
low income households in N.H. The 
entire staff administering the program 
at the national level has been fired, and 

the funding is drastically cut. Accord-
ing to a government source, the cut 
may be as high as 74 percent.

LIHEAP served approximate-
ly 28,000 N.H. households in 2024. 
During the 2024–2025 winter season, 
the Community Action Partnership of 
Strafford County spent more than $3 
million to help households in Straf-
ford County with their fuel needs. 
Many elderly or disabled on fixed in-
comes receive funds on an emergen-
cy basis when they run out of fuel in 
freezing weather.

Freezing the low income, elderly, 
and disabled is cruel, particularly when 
done to extend tax cuts for the rich.

Lorraine L. Hansen
Rollinsford, N.H.
Lorraine:
Hold on. Quiet, please. We’re getting a 

faint transmission from a listening de-
vice planted in the living quarters of the 
White House. It’s a woman’s voice, speak-
ing with a Slovenian accent: “Let them 
burn MAGA hats.”

The Editor
–=≈=–

A Correction on Henderson’s Point
Dear editors, 
In your July 11th 2025 edition, un-

der the history trivia for July 22nd, 
60,000 tons of TNT is asserted to 
have been used to reduce Hender-
son’s Point, as opposed to the actual 
amount of 50 tons. Some have said 
that the Rye N.H. school board feared 
the Earth would wobble off its axis. In 
either case, I get an excuse to write and 
thus thank you for a wonderful news-
paper. 

An admirer
Location Unspecified
Dear Admirer:
Thank you very much. That particular 

error has been rectified. Our reservoir of 
fallibility being inexhaustible, please do 
keep reading, and correcting our course 
when we go astray. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

ABC News Has Gone Downhill
To the Editor:

ABC News with David Muir is the 
most watched nightly news program 

for a reason, and it is not a good reason.
On a recent program, in no partic-

ular order, Mr. Muir entertained his 
audience like a circus impresario with 
news of the largest great white shark 
ever tagged in the Atlantic, one of the 
Menendez brothers suffering from a 
kidney stone, a drowning on a beach 
famous for rip tides, a brief life histo-
ry of Ozzy Osbourne, king of heavy 
metal, a Delta Airlines jet nearly 
getting clobbered by an AeroMexico 
jet landing on the same runway over 
top of it, the killer Brian Kohberger’s 
possible prison destination, Trump 
accusing Obama of treason, and Billy 
Joel looking through the window of a 
New York City pedicab to the delight 
of two of his fans.

All of this deliciousness took the 
place of what might have been se-
rious news analysis of, for example, 
what’s going on in state legislatures, 
the demise of judicial independence, 
America’s new tariff imperialism, the 
insufferable destruction of life in Gaza. 
But, alas, not to be.

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
What the heck? You’re asking a lot, here. 

Considering the ownership, you’re lucky 
Muir isn’t wearing a Mickey Mouse hat.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Bursting the Affordable Housing
Bubble in Portsmouth

To the Editor:
Let’s stop perpetuating the myth 

that Portsmouth can create affordable 
housing for anyone who wants to live 
in Portsmouth.

It is important to know that there 
is no legal definition for “affordable 
housing.” There is only “market-rate” 
housing (whatever the market can 
bear), “below market-rate” housing 
(lower than market-rate) and subsi-
dized senior and income-qualified 
housing which includes units that 
Portsmouth Housing Authority 
builds and operates.

Within the past two weeks lo-
cal media has published three piec-
es about affordable housing. In one 
piece, Gerry Duffy insists that our city 
is just not trying hard enough to build 
affordable housing and pleads with the 

city to go faster. On the other hand, 
Alan Forbes states that our city has 
done more for housing than any other 
municipality on the Seacoast and ex-
pects adjacent towns to increase their 
housing. Finally, a study presented on 
July 10th by RKG Associates, the city’s 
housing consultants, concludes that 
the incentives provided by the city to 
developers have been disincentives for 
building “workforce housing.”

Within the last 25 years, our city has 
been flooded with new housing units. 
(see realtor.com). But as Mr. Forbes 
points out, almost all units have been 
market-rate housing. 

Portsmouth is a great city to live in. 
However, just because someone from 
another town or state wants to live 
here, does not obligate the citizens of 
Portsmouth to subsidize their housing. 

We do have a nationwide hous-
ing crisis. Developers apparently are 
not building starter homes anymore. 
Neither the federal nor the state gov-
ernment has a program to help build 
homes that most people can afford. 
Furthermore, Portsmouth, as a munic-
ipality in N.H., has very limited ability 
to provide housing that is affordable 
even though they are trying.

Underlying the entire affordability 
crisis is the fact that wages nationwide 
have stagnated while housing prices 
have continued to rise.

Three years after arriving in Amer-
ica as refugees without a penny to our 
name, my family purchased a home in 
Pennsylvania that cost approximately 
the same amount as my father’s yearly 
income. It was the American dream 
come true for us. Because of wage 
stagnation, 65 years later that dream 
is gone.

When neither the State of N.H. 
nor the federal government is helping 
to build workforce housing, the only 
way to build such housing is through 
a non-profit such as the Portsmouth 
Housing Authority (PHA). The city 
provides the property at a very low fee 
(losing some property tax revenue), so 
that workforce housing is affordable. 

Funding for the project comes from 
investors who are guaranteed a fixed 
return for a fixed number of years 
along with tax benefits. However, res-
idents of such housing only qualify if 

their incomes are below a certain level. 
This type of housing is the only type of 
housing that can guarantee affordable 
rents in our city. Promises by develop-
ers to build below market housing are 
not enforceable under N.H. law.

So, faced with these facts, why do 
city officials and housing champions 
continue to insist that our city can cre-
ate more affordable housing? Perhaps, 
some are just fishing for votes, others 
may be friends or supporters of devel-
opers who offer “height and density” as 
a solution in our small city and some 
are just not familiar with the laws and 
zoning rules in N.H. Our state does 
not allow control of rent or the price 
of a home.

I have lived in two U.S. states and 
three different countries, and have 
seen four ways to provide affordable 
housing:

1) Rent stabilization (see NYC).
2) Housing built by states or the 

federal government controlling rents 
and home prices.

3) Businesses getting creative and 
pooling resources to build housing 
for their employees (e.g. Dartmouth 
Health in Hanover, Harmony Homes 
in Dover and Service Credit Union in 
Portsmouth).

4) Governments providing subsidies 
to keep rents affordable, or providing 
matching funds to home-purchase 
savings programs run by banks.

Peter Somssich
former N.H. State Representative 
Portsmouth, N.H.
Peter:
This problem is huge, and it’s only get-

ting worse. The negative consequences are 
well known, and require no further elab-
oration from us.

As for these specific but divergent ap-
proaches to solving the problem, we’ll 
adhere to the old adage that it’s better to 
remain silent and be thought a fool than 
to speak and to remove all doubt. But we 
will say this. 

For half a century we’ve heard it 
preached: the Invisible Hand of the 
Marketplace is the magical solution to 
any and all problems. Meanwhile it has 
relentlessly picked the pockets of people of 
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modest means, while the wealthiest 
have flittered in their private jets from 
one glittery mansion to another.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Another Dissatisfied Reader
Dear Editor,

The last time I wrote to you was to 
castigate you for ignoring the geno-
cide in Gaza. I think that letter was 
published, but I didn’t get a chance 
to see it or your reply since I took ill 
and spent the next 4 weeks in the 
hospital.

So now I have re-upped my sub-
scription and what do I behold: a 
witty put down of Trump, very witty 
indeed by Steven Fowle and a bunch 
of articles on other subjects but nary 
a word on the continuing slaughter 
in Gaza in which Israel is now luring 
starving Palestinians to aid centers 
and then shooting them down when 
they appear. They have already mur-
dered 100,000 Palestinians, mostly 
civilians, including 50,000 children 
killed or injured (UNICEF) and 
turned Gaza into a smoldering ruin.

This is also true of the next issue, 
the current one. Again more advice 
to the Democrats: get rid of your 
leadership and pretend once more 
you’re on the side of workers the 
better to keep them in a fog as the 
US commits terrorism such as the 

recent Iran strike, maintains over 
1,000 bases around the world, over-
throws governments by cunning or 
force and gives lip service to gay and 
human rights while actually violat-
ing them every day.

The evil of Israel and its Israe-
li Defense Force (IDF) is beyond 
belief unless you have studied the 
Nazi Holocaust. Many of the same 
techniques the Nazis used prior to 
the extermination camps have been 
carried out by the self-proclaimed 
Jewish state with one possible ex-
ception: the Nazi troops who carried 
out exterminations were burdened 
with what they had done and had 
to be replaced by more industrial 
means (like Auschwitz) whereas the 
reports from Gaza by Israeli papers 
indicate that the IDF troops revel in 
shooting children and civilians and, 
whereas the Nazis kept their atroc-
ities from the German people, the 
Israeli government does not and has 
a majority supporting their genocid-
al acts.

During the Nazi Holocaust, Jew-
ish organizations, led or influenced 
by Zionists, hushed up the Holo-
caust and prevented it from being 
widely publicized. The reason: they 
were in negotiation with the Na-

zi’s who in return, for their silence, 
would save the Zionist top leaders 
and a few thousand Jews who could 
emigrate to Palestine. The fate of 
the mass of Jews who were being 
deported to the camps did not con-
cern them. They acted as agents of 
Nazi propaganda minimizing the 
harm being done to European Jew-
ry in every country they were in and 
sabotaging the international boycott 
against German goods which had a 
good chance of putting Hitler out of 
business before the Holocaust could 
occur. Thus, when American troops 
liberated concentration camps, they 
were amazed at what they found.

 No effort was made to bomb 
the rail lines to the camps with the 
Jewish “leaders’” assent. They helped 
prevent immigration to the US and 
Britain because they wanted all Jews 
to go to Israel and fight the Arabs, 
who were the original inhabitants 
of that land. With this as the only 
option many Jews rejected going 
to such a place despite the Hitler 
threat. Hitler and the Zionists had 
similar views of the so-called “Jewish 
problem,” namely that Jews were an 
excrescence in any country except 
Israel and had to be deported. When 

deportation failed, Hitler ordered 
their extermination.

I was looking at the “Northcoun-
try Chronicle” available on your 
website. That paper appears to have 
constant coverage of the genocide 
in Gaza. Why doesn’t the N.H. Ga-
zette have anywhere near such cov-
erage? Is it so you won’t embarrass 
the Democratic Party most of whose 
politicians and officials (not just the 
DNC) vote to send more and more 
arms to Israel to be used against the 
Palestinian people, Lebanon and 
Iran?

In the next to last issue you feature 
a front page article suggesting to the 
Dems what they must do to save 
their party, which is in the s***ter. 
Nowhere does it mention their role 
in the genocide. In my opinion the 
Democratic Party should disband 
itself in shame making way for a real 
second party led by rights activists 
and unionists, a labor party

 Ultimately that’s the only way 
to stop Trump and Trumpism; 
although the Dems may resurge 
during the mid terms due to voter 
disgust with Trump and the Re-
publicans. The voters will soon grow 
weary of the Dems once they expe-
rience, again, their war-mongering, 

genocidal, anti-union ways, not to 
mention their attacks on free speech.

You told me that in response to 
my original letter you agreed that 
covering the genocide was import-
ant; but you have not made it an 
important part of your paper. You re-
minded me that readers should not 
be choosing what subjects appear in 
the Gazette. Fine. But an ongoing 
genocide in our time rises above 
such reasonable concerns. 

Sincerely,
Roger Rudenstein
Durham, N.H.
Roger:
You sent us this letter July 6th. We 

replied the next day, explaining that it 
had come too late to appear in our paper 
of  July 11th. 

We also tried to explain that W.D. 
Ehrhart’s writing about Gaza does, in 
fact, appear in the pages of our print-
ed paper, and that “on our website, 
his work appears under the heading 
‘Northcountry Chronicle’ for reasons 
that have to do with website layout and 
are just too tedious to relate.”

We added, “If you feel moved to recast 
your letter, or write another, we’re right 
here.” 

Our effort to explain the situation 
by email appears to have been wasted. 
Perhaps print will work better, as it 
usually does.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Democrats Can Win Back the Working-Class with Economic Populism
by Sean Mason

The Democratic party has sig-
nificant work to do if it hopes 

to bounce back from its 2024 elec-
toral defeat. Making inroads with 
the working-class is the only way 
possible, and a new report from the 
Center for Working-Class Politics 
and Jacobin shows that economic 
populism is the best path to bring 
them back into the party.

The Democratic party lost big 
in 2024, badly enough to raise the 
question: where are the votes they 
need to win going to come from 
now, especially in purple states 
and districts? Major demographic 

groups, some of which were main-
stays of the Democratic party in the 
past, swung to the GOP, especially 
Latino men and even a significant 
number of Black men. 

By the time of the 2024 election, 
the Democratic Party had firmly 
committed to its strategy of ap-
pealing to suburban moderates at 
the cost of blue-collar voters. Back 
in 2016, Senator Chuck Schumer 
famously said: “For every blue-col-
lar Democrat we lose in western 
Pennsylvania, we will pick up two 
moderate Republicans in the sub-
urbs in Philadelphia, and you can 
repeat that in Ohio and Illinois and 
Wisconsin.”

Fast forward to 2025 and the 
Democratic party’s options for re-
maining competitive in swing dis-
tricts seem more limited than ever. 
Is it too late for the party to turn 
back to the blue-collar voters it left 
behind years ago? 

Our new report, which analyzes 
responses to 128 survey questions 
from gold standard academic sur-
veys, finds that championing pro-
gressive economic policies can 
reverse the exodus of blue-collar vot-
ers from the party. It can also help us 
understand why those policies reso-
nate most with working class voters. 

Two key findings prove the po-
tential of leaning more heavily into 
economic populism. First, contrary 
to what many might expect, the 
working-class has become both 
more progressive on economic issues 
and less conservative on social issues 
in recent decades. From abortion 
and gun control to gay rights and 
views on racial inequality, the work-
ing-class today is, if anything, more 
progressive than the working-class 
that helped elect Barack Obama in 
2008.  

What keeps this leftward shift 
from being a common part of narra-
tives that describe the working-class, 
however, is that the upper and mid-
dle classes have moved left at an 
even faster rate over the same time 
period, making it seem like work-
ing-class voters have become more 
conservative over that time.

Second, relative to the middle and 
upper classes, economic populist 
policies resonate more with work-
ing-class voters, while socially pro-
gressive policies resonate less. While 
our first finding means that the 
working-class is still within reach 
of the Democratic party, the second 
makes clear that campaigns centered 
on economically progressive policies 
maximize their chances of winning 
working-class votes. Our report 
shows the overwhelming popularity 
of a host of economic populist poli-
cies. Increasing the minimum wage, 
increasing government spending on 
healthcare and social security, pro-
tecting jobs with import limits, and 
spending more on the poor are all 
examples of policies that we found 
resonate with an overwhelming ma-

jority of the working-class. 
Our analysis challenges oft-re-

peated stereotypes about the sup-
posed conservative drift of the 
working-class. For example, there 
are many who seem certain that the 
economic policies that helped propel 
Zohran Mamdani to victory in New 
York City’s recent Democratic may-
oral primary would be disastrous 
outside of the city’s  liberal bubble. 

That conventional wisdom doesn’t 
hold up in polling. For example, we 
found that about one out of every 
five working-class people who vot-
ed for Trump in 2020 also favored 
a four-policy package that included 
increasing income taxes on mil-
lion dollar per year earners, federal 
spending on public schools, federal 
spending on social security, and the 
federal minimum wage. Even more 
surprising, support for a million-
aire’s tax—part of Mamdani’s cam-
paign but not his challenger Andrew 
Cuomo’s—was 44 percent among 
working-class 2020 Trump voters. 
This is only one example, but we’ve 
identified quite a few ways Demo-
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The Astute Businessperson
may want to consider the anachronistic 

affordability of advertising in our 
venerable news medium.

This space, for example, could be had for 
a mere $40 per fortnight. 

Try to find such a bargain elsewhere!
(603) 433-9898, or editors@nhgazette.com

from previous page

Trumpsters Say 
America’s History Is 
What They Say It Is

Better Old News Than New Lies
from page three

by Jim Hightower

Has your family visited any of 
America’s phenomenal na-

tional parks or historical sites this 
summer? What treasures they are!

Also, visits to these jewels are en-
riched by the deeply-knowledgeable 
Park Service staff. And, of course, 
there’s the extra-special bonus that 
the Trump regime has added to our 
public parks this year: Political cen-
sorship.

With Trump issuing his dizzying 
blizzard of right-wing executive or-
ders, you might’ve missed the one 
in March commanding the Park 
Service to scrutinize all of its public 
exhibits, signs, websites, videos, and 
other materials. Why? To flag and 
delete any scrap of information that 
Trump’s right-wing cultural cops 
consider to be “negative” historical 
content about America.

Sure enough, the Interior Depart-
ment’s political overseers promptly 
compelled staffs at the Park Ser-
vice’s 433 locations to go on a witch 
hunt for ideological impurity. In 
particular, any suggestion that rac-
ism, oppression, autocracy, and vi-
olence have been common features 
of the American experience have 
been decreed verboten. And, to as-
sure a thorough cleansing of history, 
MAGA posses have been invited to 
go to historic sites and tag items they 
don’t like. Trump operatives say that 
by mid-September, they will have 
removed, deleted, or—get this—
physically covered-up the inconve-
nient truths of our people’s history.

They’re like one-year-olds who 
think if they cover their eyes, we 
can’t see them. Well, peek-a-boo! A 
rebellious coalition called “Save Our 
Signs,” is asking grassroots people to 
take photos and videos of Park Ser-
vice exhibits before they’re hidden 
away. Then, SOS will display sam-
ples of the banned material online so 
We the People can see the inanity of 
Trump’s 1984ish Newspeak censor-
ship. Link to SOS at jimhightower.
com/SaveOurSigns.

–=≈=–
Populist author, public speaker, and 
radio commentator Jim Hightower 
writes “The Hightower Lowdown,” 
a monthly newsletter chronicling 
the ongoing fights by America’s or-
dinary people against rule by pluto-
cratic elites. Sign up at Hightow-
erLowdown.org.

“They Don’t Want to Be Shot At”
by W.D. Ehrhart

Readers may remember the essay 
of mine that The New Hamp-

shire Gazette published on May 30th 
called “A Part of You Will Die with 
Us,” prompted by a letter written by 
a Palestinian woman named Rawa-
nd Gawad Abu Ghanem and find-
ing its way to me via the playwright 
Naomi Wallace and the scholar and 
anthologist Lorrie Goldenson.

Rawand’s letter details the terri-
ble hardships and dangers she and 
everyone living in Gaza have had 
to endure since October 7th, 2023, 
when the government of Benjamin 
Netanyahu and the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) began what has be-
come the utter destruction and dec-
imation of Gaza in retaliation for 
the sneak attack on Israel by Hamas.

Since October 7, 2023, Rawand 
wrote, our lives have been turned 
upside down by the terrible war in 
Gaza. My family and I are struggling 
to survive, like refugees inside Gaza. 
Our home was severely damaged soon 
after the war began and we moved in 
with my parents and siblings. Their 
neighborhood then became the location 
of fierce fighting and we were forced to 
flee again, this time to the south. My 
parents’ home was also destroyed soon 
after we left.

She continues, in great detail, to 
outline the horrors she and her fam-
ily—and all Gazans—have been 
dealing with.

At the time Rawand wrote to her 
friend Naomi, Rawand was preg-
nant with her second child. Today, 
Naomi sent me this letter, dated Fri-
day, July 25th, that she received from 

Rawand:
My dear Naomi, Mohammed was 

born on the 12th of June. It was the 
most terrible day of my life. Also the 
most beautiful.

This is my labor story: There are no 
hospitals in Gaza because they are 
destroyed. That night there is heavy 
bombing. Bombs falling everywhere. 
Can you imagine? I must give birth 
while missiles are flying over our heads. 
I cannot walk because of my labor. I fall 
in the street, bleeding. Finally my hus-
band finds a car to take me to a clinic 
that is still half-functioning. I am un-
conscious when I arrive. There are no 
pain killers, no blankets on the bed. I 
feel so cold. I give birth at 4:30 a.m.

Only when I see my child born do I 
feel that I will live. That I have to live.

You know what I miss now? A 
spoonful of sugar. I forget the taste of 
sugar. I have not eaten sweets in a long 
time. How can I breast-feed my child 
without strength in my body? 

You are the only one to whom I can 
speak freely about the weakness in my 
body from lack of food. What we en-
dure? Mountains cannot endure what 
we endure in Gaza. As a new mother, I 
need special care, special food, but noth-
ing exists. I want to make a fire to keep 
my baby warm but there is no wood. 
There is no water. 

I have not eaten flour for days. I am, 
like many, in starvation. I walk to the 
kitchen and search for something to eat 
but I find nothing to eat. No flour. No 
sugar. I want to buy from the market 
but there is nothing in the market. 

And the mosquitoes! They bite my 
body and the mosquitoes bite my baby 
all over, on his face too. I curse the mos-
quito that keeps biting me.

Why are they waiting to stop this 
war? So many of us have disappeared 
into death. Every day more of us dis-
appear into death. Why do they murder 
us? Why do they starve us?

And I’m sorry to say, but I’m an-
gry. We are angry. They have made us 
angry. Do you know that we start to 
prefer death instead of this life? Because 
we are not alive. We just breathe. But 
we are not even breathing healthy air. 
Smoke and destruction and bombing—
this is what we breathe.

I want to drink milk. This is my hope 
now that one day I will drink milk 
again. We long so much to eat eggs. To 
drink juice, fresh juice. To eat meat, 
fish. Chocolate! Now, if we are lucky, 
we only have some rice and lentils to 
eat. No other choices. No bread. Noth-
ing, nothing, nothing. Everything has 
turned upside down. Please stop all this 
suffering. Your friend in Gaza, Rawa-
nd.

A few weeks ago, I went for a 
walk with a friend of mine who is 
Jewish. He is a kind and thoughtful 
man. He does not approve of Net-
anyahu, but he firmly believes that 
Hamas alone is responsible for what 
is happening to the people of Gaza, 
that Hamas is deliberately exposing 
civilians to death by using them as 
shields, and that the overwhelming 
majority of Gazans support Hamas.

My friend had no response, how-
ever, when I pointed out to him that 
Hamas did not even exist when the 
first intifada began in 1987, and that 
the Israeli government bankrolled 
Hamas in a successful effort to help 
Hamas win election, gain political 
control of Gaza, and prevent Mah-
moud Abbas and the Palestinian 

Authority from unifying the Pales-
tinian people.

(I am reminded of the enthusias-
tic support of the United States for 
the mujahadeen fighters in Afghan-
istan, who less than two decades 
later morphed into al-Queda and 
attacked the U.S. And the Israelis 
are surprised that Hamas has at-
tacked Israel? Well, duh.)

Moreover, when I read about the 
suffering of people like Rawand and 
her family, and the travails of Pales-
tinian poet Mosab abu Toha and his 
family, I find it simply impossible to 
believe that most ordinary Palestin-
ian civilians support Hamas or de-
sire anything but for the killing and 
misery to stop.

As Graham Greene so prescient-
ly wrote about ordinary Vietnamese 
civilians in The Quiet American back 
in 1955, “They want enough rice. 
They don’t want to be shot at. They 
want one day to be much the same 
as another.”

The Ayatollahs in Iran, the 
Houthis in Yemen, Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, and Hamas in Gaza may 
all be calling for the destruction of 
Israel, but I’d bet my last dollar that 
what Greene said about ordinary 
Vietnamese in 1955 is equally true 
of ordinary Palestinians in 2025: 
“They want enough rice. They don’t 
want to be shot at. They want one 
day to be much the same as another.”

–=≈=–
W.D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War memoir 
trilogy published by McFarland. 

–=≈=–

with a pair of shears by the barber.
Ira Robbins of Sanbornton, a 

farmer, in his sleep early in the 
morning on the 17th inst., walked 
off a third-story piazza of the wono-
lancet hotel at Laconia, and was fa-
tally injured.

John Jacobs goes to the peniten-
tiary for four months, for trying to 
jump off the Brooklyn bridge. 

The Usual Style
At Abbeville, New Iberia par-
ish, Louisiana, last week, a fight 
took place between the whites and 
blacks, in which twenty or thirty 
negroes were killed, and one white 
man slightly wounded. The “fight,” 
according to the reports sent north, 
“involved no race issue” and had no 
political bearing, but was caused 
solely by the attempt of a number 
of young men, mostly clerks in the 
stores of Abbeville, to reform cer-
tain bad characters among the col-
ored people, men and women, by 

whipping them at night with cow-
hides. There are two features of this 
little incident which makes it seem 
strangely alike many similar ones 
which have taken place in Louisiana 
in years past; one is, that it occurred 
shortly before an important election; 
the other, that in the desperate fight 
only negroes were killed. We shall 
not be surprised should it turn out in 
this case as in the former ones, that 
the bad negroes who got themselves 
killed by the good people had been 
displaying too much pernicious ac-
tivity in politics.

The vendetta between the Hat-
fields and McCoys in Kentucky has 
been renewed.

Charles E. Batchelder, Esq., who 
arrived in this city by the nine o’clock 
train from Boston on Sunday eve-
ning, after a trip to Europe, opened 
court in due and ancient form Mon-
day morning, and assessed an erring 
fair one $9.90 for making an error of 
judgment as to the amount of whis-
ky she could carry.

A stage from Rye, carrying a 
trumpeter and load of passengers, 
and drawn by six horses, comes up 
daily and drives through our prin-
cipal streets. The coach bears the 
inscription “Quod Hoc Sibi Vult,” a 
liberal Yankee translation of which 
would be, “This is just what you 
want.”

A citizen of Kittery Point, to the 
manor born, says that if the invasion 
of a “new set” keeps on as it has of 
late years, that all those who boast 
of their descent from the Mason & 
Gorges stock will soon be complete-
ly ousted.

Emma Trazel, a young girl of 
Philadelphia, revived after being 
thirty-six hours in a coffin.

New Hampshire Gazette
August 23, 1888

–=≈=–
Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers 
from which the items above were 
excerpted. – The Ed.

–=≈=–

crats can appeal to working-class 
voters without sacrificing a strong 
economic program.

Our analysis shows that winning 
back working class votes from the 
GOP is still possible. And doing 
so does not require abandoning the 
bedrock principles of the Democrat-
ic Party by championing regressive 
social policies. It does, however, re-
quire leading with bread-and-butter 
economic policies that are over-
whelmingly popular with work-
ing-class voters. The potential for 
the Democratic party to win back 
the support it needs to turn the tide 
on Trumpism is clear from our re-
port. Let’s hope the Democrats pay 
attention. 

–=≈=–
Sean Mason is a data scientist and 
research associate who analyzes 
large datasets at the Center for 
Working-Class Politics. This article 
is licensed under a Creative Com-
mons 3.0 License.

–=≈=–
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, August 12Monday, August 11Sunday, August 10 Wednesday, August 13 Thursday, August 14 Friday, August 15 Saturday, August 16

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

A wise woman puts a grain of 
sugar into everything she says to 

a man and she takes a grain of salt 
with everything he says to her. 

— Helen Rowland

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
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2008—Confederate widow Maudie 
Hopkins dies in Arkansas at 93. She 
married William M. Cantrell in 1934, 
when he was 86 and she was 19.
2002—U.S. Generals admit that 
the U.S. assisted Iraq during its war 
against Iran knowing that Saddam 
Hussein would “use chemical weap-
ons against his own people.”
1998—“It depends,” President Clin-
ton tells a Grand Jury, “on what the 
meaning of the word ‘is’ is.”
1988—A Pakistani C-130 explodes 
in mid-air killing President Muham-
mad Zia-ul-Haq. General Pervez 
Musharraf, also scheduled to be on-
board, somehow misses the flight.
1988—J. Danforth Quayle informs 
the Republican National Convention, 
“in 1988 the question is whether we’re 
going forward to tomorrow or wheth-
er we’re going to go past to the back!”
1984—Jack Kemp talks the GOP 
Platform Committee out of using the 
term “Democrat Party”—for a while.
1965—U.S. Marines begin Opera-
tion Starlite, their first major ground 
offensive in Vietnam. It would have 
been Satellite, but for a typo.
1959—An earthquake in Montana 
kills 28 and blocks the Madison River 
with 80 million tons of rock, forming 
six-mile long Quake Lake.
1901—As 900 intoxicated anarchists 
from Paterson, N.J. tour New York 
Harbor on the General Slocum, some 
try to seize the ship. The captain docks 
at the police pier; 17 are arrested.

2019—Mysterious sex criminal and 
pal of bigwigs Jeffrey Epstein is found 
conveniently but mysteriously dead in 
his closely unguarded N.Y.C. jail cell.
2000—“I want you to know,” George 
W.[MD] Bush tells farmers in Sali-
nas, Calif., “that farmers are not going 
to be secondary thoughts to a Bush 
administration. They will be in the 
forethought of our thinking.”
1974—“I take my instructions from 
General Haig,” says a Colonel over-
seeing Richard Nixon’s attempt to 
spirit files out of the White House. 
White House Counsel Benton Becker 
calls the Colonel’s bluff, and three full 
Air Force trucks are unloaded.
1973—Free Marketeer Charles Koch 
writes Free Marketeer Friedrich von 
Hayek suggesting he move to the U.S. 
so he can collect Social[ist] Security.
1968—Eight G.I.’s in Vietnam are 
killed by “friendly fire.”
1887—A Toledo, Peoria & Western 
engineer uncouples his engine from 
the cars behind, to safely get across a 
burning bridge. His 81 passengers die 
when the bridge collapses under them.
1856—Of 400 people on Last Island, 
La., half are drowned by a hurricane.
1835—A mob of 300 men wrecks Ca-
naan, N.H.’s racially integrated Noyes 
Academy, using 100 yokes of oxen to 
drag it from its foundation. Black stu-
dents are then chased from town.
1680—Pueblo Indians begin a revolt 
that will kill 400 Spaniards and drive 
the survivors from New Mexico.

2017—A “good person” rallying for 
White Supremacy in Charlottesville, 
Va. commits vehicular homicide.
2009—President Obama speaks in-
side Portsmouth (N.H.) High School. 
Outside, a Libertarian packs a 9-mm 
pistol and totes a sign calling for the 
“blood of patriots and tyrants.”
1980—Ex-Gov. John Connally ends 
a weeks-long Middle East trip. There, 
he lobbied Iran, via foreign leaders, 
not to release its U.S. hostages.
1972—Delta Co., 3/21st Infantry, 
conduct the last U.S. combat patrol 
in Vietnam; booby traps wound two.
1966—The first Coast Guardsmen (2) 
are killed in Vietnam when B-57s and 
F-4s attack the cutter Point Welcome.
1965—A white L.A. cop pulls over 
a Black driver in Watts. A five day 
riot ensues, costing 34 lives, mostly 
Black, and $200 million in damage. 
1911—Workers incensed by the 
“scientific management” imposed by 
stopwatch-obsessed Phillips Exeter 
grad Frederick Winslow Taylor go on 
strike at the Watertown Arsenal.
1897—Senator-to-be and ex-enslaver 
Rebecca Ann Latimer Felton tells the 
Georgia Agricultural Society, “lynch, 
a thousand times a week if necessary,” 
to protect “[white] woman’s dearest 
possession from the ravening human 
beasts,” i.e., Black men.
1894—Charles “Hobo” Kelley and 
his 1,200 man “army” of the unem-
ployed are driven from Washington 
D.C. by Federal troops.

2004—N.J. Gov. Jim McGreevey re-
signs after admitting he’s been sleep-
ing with a man who is not his wife.
1985—A 747 with 524 on board, en-
route to Osaka, crashes after the tail 
falls off. Many survive but, due to de-
lays, only four are rescued alive.
1977—CBS reports that since the 
state won’t replace a washed-out 
bridge in Vulcan, W. Va., the town has 
asked the U.S.S.R. for foreign aid.
1958—Art Kane takes the photo 
known as “A Great Day in Harlem:” 
57 jazz greats on a brownstone stoop.
1955—Ike raises the minimum wage 
from 75 cents to $1 per hour.
1953—Russia tests its first hydrogen 
bomb. Uh-oh. It works.
1898—The U.S. annexes Hawaii and 
makes peace with Spain.
1865—Joseph Lister introduces a 
novel refinement to the art of surgery. 
He dubs it “disinfectant.”
1827—William Blake leaves behind 
his earthly form.
1806—In Haverhill, N.H. 10,000 as-
semble to see Josiah Burnham hanged 
on his 63rd birthday. He had stabbed 
two fellow inmates in debtors prison.
1676—John Alderman, a “Praying 
Indian,” shoots and kills Metacom, 
aka King Philip. Alderman is award-
ed the head and one hand. He sells the 
head to the town of Plymouth where 
it’s displayed atop a stake for 25 years. 
Metacom’s wife and child are sold to 
West Indian slave traders.
30 BCE—RIP, Cleopatra.

1982—Malcolm MacArthur is ar-
rested at the home of an acquaintance, 
Ireland’s Attorney General, where 
he’d been a guest since committing his 
second murder, nine days earlier.
1981—R. Reagan gives tax cuts to the 
rich and takes health care from the 
mentally ill; prisons become asylums. 
1971—Criminal Attorney General 
John Mitchell announces that there 
will be no grand jury investigation of 
the May 4th shootings at Kent State.
1966—“In two or three years, or even 
before” says Premier of South Viet-
nam Nguyen Cao Ky, “the Commu-
nists will accept defeat.”
1957—Daisy and Bill Myers, who are 
Black, get a “warm welcome” to Levit-
town, Pa.—burning cross and all.
1955—Lamar Smith, a Black WW I 
vet and voting activist, is shot dead at 
10:00 a.m. on the lawn of the Lincoln 
County Courthouse in Brookhaven, 
Miss. Witnesses: 30; Indictments: 0.
1925—Baltimore’s Chamber of 
Commerce accuses H.L. Mencken 
of damaging the city’s trade with 
the South due to his reporting of the 
Scopes “Monkey Trial.”
1906—African-American soldiers 
raid Brownsville, Texas to avenge ra-
cial insults; one man is killed.
1899—David Terry, former Chief 
Justice of the California Supreme 
Court, assaults U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Stephen J. Field. Terry is shot 
dead by Field’s bodyguard, a U.S. 
Marshal later cleared of wrongdoing.

2023—Georgia DA Fanni Willis 
indicts ex-Pres. D.J. Trump for asking 
Secretary of State Raffensperger to 
help him try to steal the 2020 election.
1945—President Truman announces 
Japan has surrendered. Enlisted sail-
ors in San Francisco celebrate their 
reprieve with three nights of looting, 
vandalism, rape, and murder.
1936—In Owensboro, Ky., at 5:30 
a.m, 15,000 watch as Rainey Bet-
hea becomes the last person publicly 
hanged in America. Arthur Hash, 
the assigned executioner, is so drunk 
a deputy sheriff has to pull the lever.
1935—FDR signs the Social Security 
Act; the GOP begins trying to gut it.
1912—A New Zealand newspaper 
warns that CO2 from burning coal 
has a warming effect on the climate 
which may prove troublesome.
1908—A would-be lynch mob in 
Springfield, Ill., frustrated that two 
Black men had been removed from 
jail for their safety, begins to riot.
1884—The coffin of Lieut. Frederick 
F. Kislingbury is exhumed and an au-
topsy performed in Rochester, N.Y., 
10 days after the survivors of the Gree-
ly expedition were fêted with a parade 
in Portsmouth, N.H. The heroes ap-
pear to have cannibalized his remains.
1862—Lincoln, at the White House, 
hosts a delegation of African-Amer-
icans, who he offends by suggesting 
that they should go colonize Panama.
1765—Boston’s Liberty Tree is chris-
tened: two figures are hanged in effigy.

1977—Ohio State’s “Big Ear” radio 
telescope records a 72-second burst 
suggesting there may be intelligent 
life…out there, somewhere. 
1971—With the U.S. budget busted 
by the Vietnam War, Richard Nixon 
reneges on the gold standard. 
1969—Half a million half-naked, 
drugged-up baby boomers begin a 
three-day mud wallow in Bethel, N.Y.
1966—The New York Herald Tribune, 
founded as the Tribune by N.H.-born 
Horace Greeley 125 years earlier, 
succumbs to a strike called by a labor 
union also founded by Greeley.
1953—T.R.’s grandson Kermit sends 
Iran’s Imperial Guard to arrest the 
Prime Minister, but they’re captured 
by his guards. The Shah flees to Rome.
1945—It’s V.J. Day. WW II is over: 
85 million are dead, 3% of the world’s 
population—75% of them civilians.
1943—About 35,000 Allied troops 
land on Kiska, one of the Rat Islands 
in the Aleutians. Though unop-
posed—the Japanese had evacuated 
two weeks earlier—300 end up miss-
ing in action or killed by friendly fire.
1935—RIP Will Rogers and Wiley 
Post, in a plane crash in Alaska.
1921—The Times of London exposes 
the “Protocol of the Elders of Zion” 
as an anti-Semitic fraud. Undeterred, 
Henry Ford continues publishing it.
1908—The Illinois state militia sub-
dues a mob of rioting whites. Seven 
people are dead; the Black part of 
Springfield is left a smoking ruin.

2017—Free State reject Chris Cant-
well posts a video online which earns 
him the moniker, “The Crying Nazi.”
1977—Elvis allegedly dies.
1971—John Dean writes his boss, 
Richard Nixon, a memo on how to 
“use the available federal machinery to 
screw our political enemies.”
1968—Armed guards subdue—tem-
porarily—228 rioting Marines in the 
brig at Danang, wounding seven.
1966—Chaos erupts as HUAC tries 
to hold a hearing into anti-war protes-
tors’ alleged aid to the Viet Cong.
1956—F-89s shoot up a car and two 
houses, and burn 800 acres of L.A., 
but fail to down a rogue target drone.
1951—In France, Pont-Saint-Esprit 
suddenly seems to go mad. Ergot is 
blamed at first, but later evidence sug-
gests CIA-administered LSD.
1945—Two State Dept. guys in their 
30s use a National Geographic map to 
determine where to divide Korea.
1942—Two Navy officers disappear 
off San Francisco. Their unoccupied 
blimp crashes in Daly City.
1938—Hell hounds catch up with 
Robert Johnson, 27.
1841—Protestors hurl rocks at the 
White House, fire guns in the air, and 
burn in effigy “His Accidency,” for 
vetoing a bill re-establishing a bank.
1819—British authorities respond to 
60,000 peaceful protestors at St. Pe-
ter’s Field in Manchester with a caval-
ry charge. At least 500 are injured, but 
somehow only 15 are killed.

1996—The U.S. prison population 
hits 1,600,000, double what it had 
been just 10 years earlier.
1988—Accepting the GOP nomina-
tion, George H.[H.]W. Bush solemn-
ly vows, “Read my lips: no new taxes!”
1980—Ronald Reagan, thanking the 
VFW for its endorsement, rebrands a 
criminal war as a “noble cause.”
1960—Ike tells the CIA to assassinate 
Patrice Lumumba, PM of the Congo. 
1959—Sailors aboard the USS Wasp 
bring a severe fire under control, bare-
ly averting the need to flood the ship’s 
nuclear weapons storage space.
1950—Climbers atop the Matterhorn 
(14,692 feet) encounter a ten-month-
old black and white kitten from the 
Hotel Belvedere (10,820 feet). 
1933—Germany introduces the Peo-
ples’ Radio, or Volksempfänger. De-
signed by Joseph Goebbels, it is only 
capable of receiving Nazi broadcasts.
1920—Tennessee ratifies the 19th 
Amendment; after a 42-year struggle, 
[white] women get the vote. 
1634—Urbain Grandier, a French 
priest whose sexual prowess earned 
him accusations from a scorned 
Mother Superior, is burned at the 
stake for witchcraft.
1590—Virginia Dare, three, becomes 
America’s first missing white girl, and 
an inspiration for future “journalists.”
1587—At Roanoke, Virginia Dare 
becomes the first white child born in 
the New World, and an inspiration for 
future neo-Nazis.

1999—The FBI adds the name of 
James “Whitey” Bulger—its partner 
in crime—to its “Most-Wanted” list.
1997—Anti-regulation fanatic Carl 
Drega murders two cops, a selectman, 
and a judge in Colebrook, N.H. The 
carnage inspires Vin Suprynowicz, fu-
ture Signed Member of the Free State 
Project, to write an essay and a book 
sympathizing with the killer.
1953—Despite setbacks four days 
earlier, the CIA’s coup succeeds in 
Iran. All will be well now, right?
1950—Called “blind,” “stupid,” and 
“pig-headed,” Rep. Clarence Cannon, 
[D-Mo.], shouts “I’ve taken all I’m 
going to” as he rushes Sen. Kenneth 
McKellar [D-Tenn.]. Senators wrest 
the gavel from McKellar, 81, before he 
can apply it to the head of Cannon, 71.
1942—An Allied force of 6,000 lands 
at Dieppe, France, where 68 percent 
become casualties. Mountbatten’s 
censors spin that into win, though.
1854—Lt. John L. Grattan, a West 
Pointer from N.H., leads 29 cavalry-
men into a Sioux encampment near Ft. 
Laramie and gets them all killed. The 
First Sioux War has begun. 
1791—Benjamin Banneker, “the sa-
ble genius,” sends his just-published 
almanac to Thomas Jefferson with 
an admonition to practice what he 
preaches about the rights of all men.
1692—George Burroughs, Martha 
Carrier, George Jacobs, John Proctor, 
and John Willard are hanged as witch-
es by the pious folks of Salem Village. 

2018—Greta Thunberg strikes, de-
manding action on the climate crisis.
1998—Days after admitting he’d lied 
about sex with an intern, Bill Clinton 
throws 13 Tomahawk missiles at Su-
dan’s only pharmaceutical factory. 
1986—Former Marine Patrick Sher-
rill “goes postal” in Edmonds, Okla.; 
he kills 14 co-workers and wounds six.
1975—A bomb explodes in front of 
San Francisco Mayor Joe Alioto’s 
home. Top suspects? City cops, who 
are conducting an illegal strike.
1965—Keene, N.H. seminary stu-
dent & civil rights worker Jonathan 
Daniels is murdered in Nayneville, 
Ala. White jurors acquit his killer.
1945—Ex-puppet Emperor Bao Dai 
warns Charles de Gaulle, if France 
tries to rule Vietnam, “each village 
will be a nest of resistance, each former 
collaborator an enemy… .” Does de 
Gaulle listen? What a silly question.
1907—T.R. lambastes “malefactors 
of great wealth” for causing “as much 
financial stress as possible” so as to dis-
credit government regulators.
1794—“Mad Anthony” Wayne’s vic-
tory at Fallen Timbers sets off one of 
history’s greatest land grabs.
1672—Dutch peasants rip out the 
hearts of head of state Johan de Witt 
and his brother Cornelis.
1619—The first 20 enslaved Africans 
in North America land in Jamestown.
1191—Richard the Lion Hearted’s 
troops bravely slaughter 3,000 Arabs 
in the Holy Land, in Jesus’ name.

2017—As an aide tells him, “Don’t 
look,” President Trump takes off his 
protective glasses and stares at the sun 
as it is being eclipsed.
2017—The Navy destroyer USS Mc-
Cain collides with a freighter in the 
Gulf of Molucca; ten sailors die. Just 
65 days before, the destroyer USS 
Fitzgerald hit a freighter off Honshu, 
killing seven aboard.
2017—Taxpayers fund a $27,000 trip 
so Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin 
and Sen. Mitch McConnell can visit 
Fort Knox and fondle some gold.
1992—Samuel Weaver, 14, and U.S. 
Marshal W.F. Degan die in a shootout 
at Ruby Ridge, Idaho. Troubles ensue.
1982—The U.S.-trained Atlacatl Bat-
talion murders more than 200 Salva-
dorans at El Calabozo.
1976—A two-day occupation of the 
Seabrook, N.H. nuke site begins.
1969—Traffic on Boston’s Southeast 
Expressway is held up: three Penn 
Central engines cross the roadway.
1963—Ngo Dinh Nhu’s secret police 
kill hundreds of Buddhist protestors 
across Vietnam—for democracy.
1927—Justice Louis Brandeis refuses 
to hear a request for a stay of execution 
of anarchists Sacco and Vanzetti.
1831—Nat Turner begins a slave re-
bellion in Virginia. About 60 whites 
are killed in two days; whites kill twice 
as many Blacks in response.
1791—Haitians rise in revolt; 12 years 
later, history’s greatest rebellion of en-
slaved people ends in victory.

2016—The lift span of the Sarah 
Long Bridge is raised for the last time.
2008—On a tip from an Afghan, a 
U.S. AC-130 gunship shoots up Aziz-
abad. The Afghan’s rival is among the 
91 dead; the rest are mostly civilian 
women and children. Embedded in 
this bloody fiasco is Fox’s Ollie North, 
who calls it a great victory.
2002—The Bush Administration 
announces trade sanctions on North 
Korea, with which we do not trade.
1992—An FBI sniper wounds Ran-
dy Weaver and kills his wife Vicki at 
Ruby Ridge in Idaho.
1991—Derick Lynn Peterson’s ob-
stinate heart continues beating for ten 
minutes after his electrocution, so Vir-
ginia officials zap him again.
1976—Police arrest 179 at Seabrook, 
N.H. anti-nuke rally.
1972—Aided and abetted by an FBI 
informant, 28 leftists burgle Camden, 
N.J.’s Draft Board and begin destroy-
ing documents before they’re busted. 
1953—The last prisoners leave the 
French prison at Devil’s Island.
1952—The Justice Department sues 
four big U.S. oil companies for over-
charging on oil shipped to Europe 
under the Marshall Plan.
1914—In the Ardennes, 27,000 sol-
diers of the French Army are killed.
1900—Rioters in Akron, Ohio push 
the world’s first police car into a canal.
1893—Birth of Dorothy Parker. At 
70, she wrote, “If I had any decency, 
I’d be dead. Most of my friends are.”

2010—Gareth Williams, mon-
ey-laundering investigator for MI6, is 
found dead inside a locked gym bag in 
a London “safe house.” Metropolitan 
Police rule he died accidentally, alone.
2000—The 2nd Circuit Court rules 
that aspiring cops can be denied a job 
on grounds that they’re too smart.
1985—San Francisco cops wince as 
Mayor Dianne Feinstein reveals their 
evidence in the “Night Stalker” case.
1971—Future Supreme Court Justice 
Powell releases The Memo: it exhorts 
billionaires to conspire and, using pro-
paganda, negate the New Deal.
1968—Yippees nominate Pigasus J. 
Pig for President, saying, “if we can’t 
have him in the White House, we can 
have him for breakfast.”
1966—Robert Strange McNamara 
sets new, lower standards for induct-
ees. Among 345,000 “McNamara’s 
Morons,” fatalities run 3X higher.
1956—The FDA burns six tons of 
books by Wilhelm Reich at NYC’s 
Gansevoort Destructor Station.
1942—An Italian cavalry charge suc-
ceeds against Russians at Izbushensky.
1927—Boston murders Nicola Sacco 
and Bartolomeo Vanzetti; obscure 
anarchists become immortal interna-
tional heroes in the struggle for justice.
1917—Two racist cops harass Black 
soldiers from Camp Logan; 150 
of their comrades arm themselves, 
march on Houston, and fire on cops. 
Seventeen die in the riot, mostly 
whites; 19 Black soldiers are hanged.
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