
The Fortnightly Rant

Here Comes Greatness!!!

Better Old News
to page two

Better Old News Than New Lies

We end one fortnight, and 
begin the next, full of opti-

mism… or something passing for 
optimism. 

And why not? As an apocryphal 
man once allegedly said, as he fell 
past the windows of the 33rd floor, 
we’re “doing just fine, so far.”

Having thus established, through 
forceful assertion, that things are 
currently just ducky, we can now re-
port that soon, thanks to the most 
amazing, most stupendous leader-
ship anyone has ever seen—truth-
fully, there has never been anything 
like it—things will be Great. Again.

And when is this Greatness ex-
pected to manifest itself? Our best 
guess is about two weeks. 

Why two weeks? Because, in this 
administration, everything is going 
to happen in “about two weeks.”

For reasons unknown to us, and 
about which we prefer not to spec-
ulate, this newspaper—the Nation’s 
Oldest™—and the nation’s new-
est presidential administration, are 
seemingly bolted together at the hip 
by a deep and abiding attachment to 
a fourteen-day span of time.

We know why fourteen is our 
magic number. Our leisurely fort-
nightly schedule, adopted on May 
Day, 1999, is the primary reason why 
our tiny staff, operating on a minis-
cule budget, has been able to publish 
686 successive editions of this paper, 
with a cumulative press run of about 
1.7 million free copies. 

The reason for the president’s 
fixation on the same number is less 
clear to us, but it was on full display 
at a White House briefing held on 
June 19th. Fortunately, though the 
administration is doing everything 
in its power to hide climate data 
and expunge unbecoming historical 
facts, videos of press briefings are 
readily available online. The exact 
phrase “two weeks” appears in the 
transcript 15 times: one extra for 
good measure, we suppose.

This repetition drew the atten-
tion of The New York Times’s Shawn 
McCreesh. He wrote that day, “Tax 
plans, health care policies, evidence 
of conspiracy theories he claimed 
were true, the fight 
against ISIS, the 
opening of some coal 
mines, infrastructure 
plans—all were at one 
point or another riddles 
he promised to solve for the public 
in about two weeks.”

In a less-contentious world, per-
haps we could call up and ask fellow 
Granite Stater Karoline Leavitt 
about this. She is, after all, the White 
House Press Secretary. We will re-
frain, however, to avoid putting her 
in the awkward position of wanting 
to slam down the phone.

What would tempt her to do 
that? In the unlikely event that she 
picked up the phone to begin with, 
we couldn’t help but start by ask-
ing when she plans to pay off the 

$326,370.50 she owes to more than 
100 creditors in the aftermath of 
her failed 2022 Congressional cam-
paign.

William Skipworth reported 
all this on August 6th, in the New 
Hampshire Bulletin:

“During the 2022 congressional race, 
Leavitt’s campaign accepted donations 
that exceeded the legal limit a single 
donor can contribute, according to the 
campaign’s amended FEC filings. This 
was first reported on by NOTUS in 
January, but a newly released filing in 
July shows it still hasn’t paid back any 
of the debt over the past three months. 
The campaign faces an FEC complaint 
filed by End Citizens United, a liber-
al political action committee seeking to 
fight the influence of money in politics. 
The FEC has not yet ruled on the com-
plaint. Still, the Leavitt campaign’s 
amended filings reflect that the cam-
paign accepted excessive donations.

“It’s technically not illegal under 
federal finance campaign law to accept 
more money than the legal limit. How-
ever, campaigns are required to repay 
donors anything over the limit, which 
at the time was $2,900 per election, 
within 60 days, per FEC regulations. 
Leavitt’s campaign appears to not have 
done that based on this disclosure.”

One can’t help but think of Rep. 
Frank Guinta, who in 2010 ran 
afoul of the FEC over a mysterious 
$355,000. It took Guinta five years 
to ’fess up and pay. 

Representing, as she does, such a 
strict law-and-order administration, 
Leavitt will no doubt do better than 
Guinta. We expect she’ll settle this 
matter within two weeks.

Oops. Maybe not. The sharp-
eyed Skipworth spotted an eye-
brow-raising detail: “The filing also 
shows the campaign owes one of its 
aides, Dylan Quattrucci—who was 
also present at the Jan. 6, 2021 U.S. 
Capitol riot—$609.75 for mileage 
costs.” We are shocked—shocked—
to find Leavitt associating with an 
insurrectionist!

What’s that you say? Ah, yes… .
It’s so easy—and so comforting—

to forget that the Executive Branch, 
headed by a felon, with the acquies-

ence of the Legislative 
Branch, and the assis-
tance of the Judicial, 
is only interested in 

the law insofar as it can 
be imposed on those who oppose it.

While the editorship of the Na-
tion’s Oldest Newspaper™ does 
instill a deep interest in the past, it 
bestows no facility for seeing into 
the future. Recent events have made 
it clear, though, that these days abso-
lutely anything could happen.

So, about the best we can do as 
we wrap up this issue is to assure our 
readers that—provided we’re not 
abducted by masked goons in broad 
daylight and fed to the alligators—
we will do our best to be back next 
fortnight, to try to make sense of the 
incomprehensible.

Trump Vow to ‘Get Rid of Mail-In Ballots’ Blasted as ‘Unconstitutional’
Any such effort, said one democracy watchdog, “would violate the 
Constitution and is a major step to prevent free and fair elections.”
by Jon Queally

In his latest full-frontal assault 
on democratic access and voting 

rights, President Donald Trump 
early Monday said he will lead an 
effort to ban both mail-in ballots 
and voting machines for next year’s 
mid-term elections—a vow met 
with immediate rebuke from pro-
gressive critics.

“I am going to lead a movement 
to get rid of MAIL-IN BAL-
LOTS, and also, while we’re at it, 
Highly ‘Inaccurate,’ Very Expen-
sive, and Seriously Controversial 
VOTING MACHINES, which 
cost Ten Times more than accurate 
and sophisticated Watermark Pa-
per, which is faster, and leaves NO 
DOUBT, at the end of the evening, 
as to who WON, and who LOST, 
the Election,” Trump wrote in a so-
cial media post infested with lies and 
falsehoods.

Trump falsely claimed that no 
other country in the world uses 
mail-in voting—a blatant lie, ac-
cording to International IDEA, 
which monitors democratic trends 
worldwide, at least 34 nations allow 
for in-country postal voting of some 
kind. The group notes that over 

100 countries allow out-of-country 
postal voting for citizens living or 
stationed overseas during an elec-
tion.

Trump has repeated his false 
claim—over and over again—that 
he won the 2020 election, which he 
actually lost, in part due to fraud re-
lated to mail-in ballots, though the 
lie has been debunked ad nauseam. 
He also fails to note that mail-in 
ballots were very much in use na-
tionwide in 2024, with an estimated 
30 percent of voters casting a mail-
in ballot as opposed to in-person 
during the election in which Trump 
returned to the White House and 
Republicans took back the U.S. Sen-
ate and retained the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Monday’s rant by Trump came 
just days after his summit with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, who 
Trump claimed commented person-
ally on the 2020 election and mail-in 
ballots. In a Friday night interview 
with Fox News, Trump claimed “one 
of the most interesting” things Putin 
said during their talks about ending 
the war in Ukraine was about mail-
in voting in the United States and 
how Trump would have won the 
election were it not for voter fraud, 

echoing Trump’s own disproven 
claims.

Trump said Monday he would 
sign an executive order on election 
processes, suggesting that it would 
forbid mail-in ballots as well as the 
automatic tabulation machines used 
in states nationwide. He also said 
that states, which are in charge of 
administering their elections at the 
local level, “must do what the Fed-
eral Government, as represented by 
the President of the United States, 
tells them, FOR THE GOOD OF 
OUR COUNTRY, to do.”

Marc Elias, founder of Democ-
racy Docket, which tracks voting 
rights and issues related to ballot 
access, said any executive order by 
Trump to end mail-in voting or 
forbid provenly safe and accurate 
voting machines ahead of the mid-
terms would be “unconstitutional 
and illegal.”

Such an effort, said Elias, “would 
violate the Constitution and is a 
major step to prevent free and fair 
elections.”

–=≈=–
Jon Queally is managing editor of 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

The Elbe at Hamburg has croc-
odiles in it, thirteen having es-

caped from a menagerie steamer. 
A large paper mill at Neenah, 

Wis., took fire at 11:30 p.m. on the 
22d inst. While it was surrounded 
by people the boilers exploded, shat-
tering to atoms the building, which 
was of brick and three stories high, 
and killing eighteen persons, fa-
tally wounding seven, and injuring 
many others. The money loss was 
$100,000; insurance $52,000.

In a fight at a Baptist meeting at 
Monticello, Ga., Aug. 23d, two men 
were shot dead, one or two mortal-
ly wounded, and several badly hurt. 
Over thirty shots were fired. Those 
fellows evidently belong to the 

church militant.
An unknown man about twen-

ty-seven years old, well dressed 
and apparently slightly intoxicated, 
jumped overboard from the steamer 
Tremont shortly after she left her 
wharf in Boston, Aug. 23rd, and was 
drowned. He said “Well, good bye,” 
stood on the rail.

In Boston, Sunday, James Ger-
rior, aged eighty-seven years, and 
his wife, aged seventy-three, with 
a number of others engaged in a 
drunken row, and Gerrior kicked 
his wife’s skull in.

Ogdensburgh customs officials 
have been arrested charged with 
stealing opium stored in the custom 
house. They are reformers. 

There was a heavy white frost in 
the lowlands around Dover, Tuesday 
morning.

A number of republican boys of 
Dover announced their intention 
of having a torchlight procession on 
Wednesday evening, the 22nd inst., 
but just as they were getting ready 
to start they were attacked by a gang 
of young democratic hoodlums 
with stones and clubs, their torches 
snatched away and broken, and the 
tent where they had their headquar-
ters pulled down.

Several young men who were 
riding around town in a two-seated 
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Israel Waging ‘Deliberate Campaign of Starvation’ in Gaza: Amnesty
A senior official at the global rights group implored members 
of the international community to “uphold their moral and 
legal obligations to bring an end to Israel’s ongoing genocide.”

The proprietors of Off Piste, on Congress Street, continue to excel in the art 
of sidewalk commentary. Should the text in this photo prove hard to read, 
it says, “If you’re into astrology and wondering what planets are messin’ 
with you right now, the answer is EARTH.”

by Brett Wilkins

Amnesty International on Mon-
day published new testimonies 

of Palestinians suffering from Israel’s 
“systemic and intentional” campaign 
of starvation in the Gaza Strip, 
where hundreds of people—includ-
ing more than 100 children—have 
died of malnutrition over 682 days 
of U.S.-backed genocide.

Israel “is carrying out a deliberate 
campaign of starvation in the occu-
pied Gaza Strip, systematically de-
stroying the health, well-being, and 
social fabric of Palestinian life,” Am-
nesty said in an introduction to the 
testimonies of starved and forcibly 
displaced civilians in the embattled 
enclave.

Amnesty said that the victims’ 
accounts underscore the group’s 
“repeated findings that the deadly 
combination of hunger and disease 
is not an unfortunate byproduct of 
Israel’s military operations.”

“It is the intended outcome of 
plans and policies that Israel has 
designed and implemented, over 
the past 22 months, to deliberately 
inflict on Palestinians in Gaza con-
ditions of life calculated to bring 
about their physical destruction—
which is part and parcel of Israel’s 
ongoing genocide against Palestin-
ians in Gaza,” the group added. The 
statement used language found in 
the treaty under which the Interna-
tional Court of Justice is currently 

determining whether Israel is com-
mitting the crime of genocide.

Among the 19 Palestinians in-
terviewed by Amnesty are Hadeel, 
a 28-year-old pregnant mother of 
two, who said, “I fear miscarriage, 
but I also think about my baby: I 
panic just thinking about the poten-
tial impact of my own hunger on the 
baby’s health, its weight, whether it 
will have [birth defects], and even 
if the baby is born healthy, what 
life awaits it, amidst displacement, 
bombs, tents.”

Aziza, age 75, told Amnesty: “I 
feel like I have become a burden on 
my family. When we were displaced, 
they had to push me on a wheelchair. 
With toilet queues extremely long in 
the camp where we stay, I need adult 
diapers, which are extremely expen-
sive. I need medication for diabetes, 
blood pressure, and a heart condi-
tion, and have had to take medicine 
which has expired.”

Nahed, who is 66 years old, said 
that “people I knew were almost 
unrecognizable” due to the effects of 
famine, and that “the experience of 
hunger and war has changed Gaza 
completely.”

Adding that the desperate scram-
ble for food “has denied people their 
humanity,” Nahed described what 
she saw at an aid distribution site. 
Thousands of Palestinians have been 
killed or wounded while seeking aid, 
including more than 850 people 
slain at or near sites run by the U.S.-

based Gaza Humanitarian Founda-
tion. Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
whistleblowers have said they were 
ordered to fire live bullets and artil-
lery shells into crowds of desperate 
aid-seekers, even when they posed 
no security threat.

“I had to go there because I have 
nobody to look after me,” Nahed 
explained. “I saw with my own eyes 
people carrying bags of flour stained 
with the blood of those who had just 
been shot.”

One emergency doctor at al-Shi-
fa Hospital in Gaza City—which 
has endured multiple IDF attacks, 
including the alleged execution of 
children in and around the facili-
ty—told Amnesty that many pa-
tients would be leading “reasonable 
lives” were it not for the “combina-
tion of starvation, destruction, and 
depletion of the healthcare system, 
unsanitary conditions, and multiple 
displacements under inhumane con-
ditions.”

Referring to Israel’s imminent 
U.S.-backed reoccupation of Gaza 
and plan to ethnically cleanse one 
million Palestinians from in and 
around Gaza City, Erika Guevara 
Rosas—Amnesty’s senior director 
of research, advocacy, policy, and 
campaigns—said Monday that “as 
Israeli authorities threaten to launch 
a full-scale ground invasion of Gaza 
City, the testimonies we have col-
lected are far more than accounts of 

suffering, they are a searing indict-
ment of an international system that 
has granted Israel a license to tor-
ment Palestinians with near-total 
impunity for decades.”

Such impunity was implicit in 
a recording broadcast on an Israeli 
news channel Sunday in which for-
mer IDF Gen. Aharon Haliva said 
that for every Israeli killed during 
the Hamas-led attack of October 
7, 2023, “50 Palestinians must die,” 
and “it doesn’t matter” if “they are 
children.”

Guevara Rosas continued:
“To even begin reversing the dev-

astating consequences of Israel’s in-
humane policies and actions, which 
have made mass starvation a grim 
reality in Gaza, there must be an 
immediate, unconditional lifting of 
the blockade and a sustained cease-
fire. The impact of Israel’s blockade 
and its ongoing genocide on civil-
ians, particularly on children, people 
with disabilities, those with chronic 
illnesses, older people, and pregnant 
and breastfeeding women is cata-
strophic and cannot be undone by 
simply increasing the number of aid 
trucks or restoring performative, in-
effective, and dangerous airdrops of 
aid.

“In the face of the horrors Israel 
is inflicting on the Palestinian pop-
ulation in Gaza, the international 
community, particularly Israel’s al-
lies… must uphold their moral and 

legal obligations to bring an end to 
Israel’s ongoing genocide,” Guevara 
Rosas added. “States must urgently 
suspend all arms transfers, adopt 
targeted sanctions, and terminate 
any engagement with Israeli enti-
ties when this contributes to Isra-
el’s genocide against Palestinians in 
Gaza.”

The new Amnesty report came as 
the Gaza Health Ministry said the 
Palestinian death toll from Israel’s 
22-month annihilation and siege 
of the strip topped 62,000—most-
ly women and children—although 
experts say the actual toll is likely 
far higher. The ministry also said 
Monday that at least 263 people, in-
cluding 112 children, have starved to 
death since October 2023.

Israeli leaders including Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu—
who is wanted by the International 
Criminal Court for alleged crimes 
against humanity and war crimes 
including murder and forced star-
vation—deny Gazans are starving. 
However, even as staunch a sup-
porter as U.S. Vice President JD 
Vance has acknowledged that “little 
kids… are clearly starving to death” 
in Gaza.

–=≈=–
Brett Wilkins is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

carriage, about six o’clock Saturday 
evening, drove down Congress street 
at a high rate of speed, circumnav-
igated the drinking fountain in 
the middle of the Parade without 
checking the speed of the horse, and 
were almost on the straight curse up 
Congress street again when the off 
wheels of the carriage collapsed. By-
standers stopped the horse, and the 
young fellows got out of the carriage 
and led him away, leaving the wreck 
alongside the curbstone.

York County, Me., Items
The construction of the building for 
the Rice Public Library of Kittery is 
well under way, and when completed 
it will be a very handsome structure. 
The walls are to be pressed brick, 
with freestone and terra cotta trim-
mings.

King Theebaw’s Chair
Among the loot taken from King 
Theebaw’s palace in Burmah and 

about to be taken to London is a 
carved ivory chair, which, as it took 
two years to make, was not complet-
ed when the king was captured. It 
was composed of twenty-five ele-
phant tusks and worth many thou-
sands of rupees. – Chicago Herald

The Times calls attention to the 
fact that the Portsmouth Directory 
for 1888 - 1889, which was to have 
shown up months ago, is very back-
ward in coming forward.

The Portsmouth Electric Light 
company are having all their poles 
throughout the city being ironed, 
where the poles are located in places 
where teams are liable to be hitched 
to them, so that they cannot be in-
jured by cribbing horses.

At an Irish exhibition in Barrack 
street, London, Aug. 22d, a band 
from Cork refused to play the Brit-
ish national anthem, and was hissed 
by the spectators. Members of the 
band afterward stated that they 
would not have dared to return to 

Ireland if they had played the an-
them.

Fix It Up
The old North cemetery, near the 
railroad station, is in a most dis-
graceful condition. The grass has 
not been cut this year, and the weeds 
have grown rank and gone to seed 
all over the enclosure. Strangers who 
are attracted thither to search the 
tombstones for historic names are 
amazed at the neglected appearance 
of this hallowed spot, as they pick 
their way through the tangled mass 
of running vines, raspberry bushes, 
milkweed and goldenrod. We be-
lieve Alderman M.J. Griffin is paid 
for taking care of this cemetery, and 
he should be required to earn his 
money. – Penny Post.

The Chronicle has annually pub-
lished items similar to the above for 
several years, but the ancient ceme-
tery has continued to be a disgrace to 
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“Corporation, n. An ingenious device for 
obtaining individual profit 

without individual responsibility.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

— Ambrose Bierce (1842-1913) 
journalist, author, editorialist

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

john@wordpraxis.com

“It is curious that nearly all the great fortunes are made
by turning beautiful things into ugly ones.”

– Edith Nesbit

Make Fascism
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Beware of 
Cruise Ships

– a Bar Harbor reader

to page six

White House Scorecard Rates Companies Based on How Much They Fawn Over Trump’s Agenda

Better Old News Than New Lies
from previous page

At the turn of the 21st century, the sound of horseshoes still rang out on 
Portsmouth’s pavements. Times change, but audio entertainment persists. 
Last Saturday Market Square hosted duelling accordions. (Sadly, Our 
Wandering Photographer was unable to capture them both in one frame.)

by Jake Johnson

U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s White House 

has reportedly created a scorecard 
that rates American corporations 
and trade groups based on how fer-
vently they have promoted Trump’s 
agenda, a move that critics described 
as part of the president’s authoritar-
ian approach to governing and deal-
ing with private businesses.

Axios, which first reported on the 
White House scorecard last Friday, 
explained that the document “rates 
553 companies and trade associ-
ations on how hard they worked 
to support and promote President 
Trump’s ‘One Big Beautiful Bill,’” 
which includes massive corporate 
tax breaks and unprecedented cuts 
to safety net programs.

“Factors in the rating include 
social media posts, press releases, 
video testimonials, ads, attendance 
at White House events, and oth-
er engagement related to ‘OB3,’ as 
the megabill is known internally,” 
the outlet reported. “The organiza-
tions’ support is ranked as strong, 
moderate, or low. Axios has learned 
that ‘examples of good partners’ on 
the White House list include Uber, 
DoorDash, United, Delta, AT&T, 
Cisco, Airlines for America, and the 
Steel Manufacturers Association.”

The spreadsheet is reportedly 
being circulated to senior White 
House staffers and is expected to 
evolve to gauge companies’ support 
for other aspects of the president’s 

agenda. Corporations that decline 
to praise Trump’s policies—or dare 
to criticize them—could face gov-
ernment retribution. 

“Just one authoritarian thing af-
ter another,” Rachel Barnhart, a 
Democratic member of the Mon-
roe County, New York Legislature, 
wrote in response to the Axios story. 

News of the internal “loyalty rat-
ing” spreadsheet comes days after 
Trump reached an unprecedented 
deal with the chip giants Nvidia and 
Advanced Micro Devices that critics 
likened to a strongman-style “shake-
down.” The companies agreed to pay 
the U.S. government 15 percent of 
their revenues from exports to Chi-
na in exchange for obtaining export 
licenses. 

Trump, who has reported sub-
stantial holdings in Nvidia, has 
hosted company CEO Jensen 
Huang—one of the richest men in 
the world—at the White House at 
least twice this year. Huang has ef-
fusively praised the president, calling 
his policies “visionary.”

That’s just one example of how 
major CEOs have sought to flat-
ter Trump, who has proven willing 
to publicly attack executives—and 
even demand their resignation. 

Fortune noted Wednesday that 
“Apple CEO Tim Cook gave 
Trump a customized glass plaque 
mounted on a 24-karat gold stand 
last week, when he announced his 
company’s $100 billion investment 
in domestic production.”

Cook also donated $1 million to 

Trump’s inaugural fund. 
Companies that have worked to 

get in the president’s good graces 
appear to be reaping significant re-
wards. 

A Public Citizen analysis pub-
lished earlier this week found that 
companies spending big in sup-
port of Trump are among the chief 
beneficiaries of his administration’s 
deregulatory blitz and retreat from 
corporate crime enforcement. 

“Tech corporations facing ongo-
ing federal investigations and en-

forcement lawsuits that are at risk of 
being dropped or weakened follow-
ing the industry’s influence efforts 
include Amazon, Apple, ByteD-
ance, Google, Meta, OpenAI, Snap, 
Uber, Zoom, and Musk-helmed 
corporations The Boring Compa-
ny, Neuralink, SpaceX, Tesla, X, and 
xAI,” the group said. 

Business journalist Bill Saporito 
wrote in an op-ed for The New York 
Times earlier this week that “in rip-
ping up numerous business regula-
tions, Donald Trump seems intent 

on replacing them with himself.”
“The recipient corporations don’t 

necessarily want Mr. Trump’s med-
dling, particularly given his fun 
house view of economics,” Saporito 
added, “but they can’t get away from 
it.”

–=≈=–
Jake Johnson is a senior editor and 
staff writer for Common Dreams. 
this work is licensed under Creative 
Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). 
Feel free to republish and share 
widely. 

by Brad Reed

A family in San Bernardino, 
California is in shock after 

masked federal agents opened fire 
on their truck.

As NBC Los Angeles reported, 
Customs and Border Protection 
(CPB) agents on Saturday morning, 
August 16th, surrounded the fam-
ily’s truck and demanded that its 
passengers exit the vehicle.

A video of the incident filmed 
from inside the truck showed the 
passengers asked the agents to pro-
vide identification, which they de-
clined to do.

An agent was then heard de-
manding that the father, who had 
been driving the truck, get out of 
the vehicle. Seconds later, the agent 
started smashing the car’s windows 
in an attempt to get inside the ve-
hicle.

The father then hit the gas to try 
to escape, after which several shots 
could be heard as agents opened fire. 

Local news station KTLA report-
ed that, after the father successfully 
fled the scene, he called local police 
and asked for help because “masked 
men” had opened fire on his truck.

A spokesperson for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) 
defended the agents’ actions in a 
statement to NBC Los Angeles.

“In the course of the incident the 
suspect drove his car at the officers 
and struck two CBP officers with 
his vehicle,” they said. “Because of 
the subjects forcing a CBP officer 
to discharge his firearm in self-de-
fense.” [sic]

But the father, who only wished to 
be identified as “Francisco,” pointed 
out that the agents refused to iden-
tify themselves and presented no 
warrants to justify the search of his 
truck.

“I had to protect my life and my 
family,” he explained to NBC Los 
Angeles. “My truck was shot three 
times.”

His son-in-law, who only wished 

“Just one authoritarian thing after another.”

Masked Border Protection Agents Open Fire on 
Family’s Truck After Smashing Its Windows

to be identified as “Martin,” was 
similarly critical of the agents’ ac-
tions.

“Its just upsetting that it hap-
pened to us,” he said. “I am glad my 
brother is okay, Pop is okay, but it’s 
just not cool that [immigration en-
forcement officials are] able to do 
something like that.”

According to KTLA, feder-
al agents surrounded the family’s 
house later that afternoon and de-
manded that the father come out 
so that he could be arrested. He re-
fused, and agents eventually depart-
ed from the neighborhood without 
detaining him.

Local advocacy group Inland Co-
alition for Immigrant Justice said on 
its Instagram page that it was “mo-
bilizing to provide legal support” for 
the family.

–=≈=–
Brad Reed is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

–=≈=–

the city right along. And we suppose 
it will continue to be. What matters 
it that scores of men whose names 
are a part of the early history of our 
nation lie buried there? They can’t 
vote. 

A large party of young men, 
adorned with tall, white hats, 
stopped for an hour or two in this 
city on Saturday evening, on their 
way from Dover to the beach, in a 
two-horse barge.

The people of the United States 
have always welcomed to its shores 
the poor and oppressed of all na-

tions, who have generally prospered 
and done well by the kindness of 
the old American population. But 
when it comes to this, that, aliens 
of only a few years’ residence, who 
were obliged to flee from poverty 
and disgrace in Europe, undertake 
to dictate to their patrons how the 
country is to be managed, is it not 
time to call for a halt? — American.

The New Hampshire Gazette
August 30, 1888

The Alaska Commercial Co.’s 
steamer St. Paul arrived at San Fran-
cisco on Aug. 29th, with 100,000 
seal skins from Alaska, valued at 
$2,000,000.

The largest market for the pur-
chase and sale of mules is St. Louis, 
where the trade reaches $6,000,000 
a year. Atlanta comes next with a 
trade of $2,000,000.

It is stated that William Scully, 
alias “Lord Scully,” the alien Illinois 
landlord, will offer his farms for 
sale and dispose of all his property 
in that state. By the enforcement of 
the alien land law Scully’s system of 
“rack renting” has been broken up, 
his tenants refusing to pay rent.

The owners of the baths along 
the river Elbe at Hamburg, have 
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City Council Does The Right Thing
Dear Editor:

Congratulations and thank you 
to the Portsmouth City Council for 
unanimously approving a resolution 
to protect residents’ constitutional due 
process rights. The Council upheld 
their oath to uphold the United States 
and New Hampshire Constitutions. 
Specifically, the 5th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution which states 
that “no person be deprived of life, 
liberty or property, without due pro-
cess of law.” The constitution does not 
provide any exceptions or conditions. 
If you are a person, then you must be 
afforded due process under the law.

Some have opposed this resolu-
tion based on the fact that the federal 
government has the sole power and 
authority with regard to immigration 
and that the City Council should not 
engage in this matter. The fact is that 
no one disputed that the federal gov-
ernment has the sole jurisdiction over 
immigration law. The resolution that 
the Council passed had nothing to 
do with the power of the federal gov-
ernment to enforce immigration law. 
The resolution does not in any way 
dispute that some immigrants may 
deserve to be deported or face other 
consequences if they have violated the 
law. The resolution only supports the 
constitutional obligation of the feder-
al government to follow due process 
when enforcing the law with regard to 
Portsmouth residents.

I am proud of our City Council for 
having the courage to uphold their 
oath to the Constitution, to reject fear, 
and to be on the right side of history. 
Unfortunately, it seems that too many 
people in government who take the 
same oath have put their politics and 
their loyalty to an individual ahead of 
their loyalty to their oath.

Hon. Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
You’ve gone right to the heart of the 

matter. Without due process, we’re all at 
risk. 

As usual, those who support authori-
tarianism are confusing the issue. 

Is that due to ignorance, or malice? 
We’re unable to say.

The Editor

Stolen Homes, Lost Futures
To the Editor:
Israeli historian Adam Raz’s 2024 

book, Loot: How Israel Stole Pales-
tinian Property, provides a carefully 
researched account of how ordinary 
Israelis and soldiers systematically 
looted Palestinian homes, shops, and 
farms during and after the 1948 Ar-
ab-Israeli War to prevent Palestinians 
from returning. 

Looting encompassed everything 
from furniture, household items, 
and valuables to factory and farming 
equipment.

The book also documents how 
these actions were acknowledged and 
lamented by contemporary Israelis, 
with Israel’s first Prime Minister, Da-
vid Ben-Gurion, privately condemn-
ing the theft as widespread even as it 
continued.

Raz bases his work on extensive 
archival research, including newly 
opened records, eyewitness accounts, 
diaries, and newspapers, making the 
evidence particularly credible.

Raz’s book provides an explanation 
of how 58 Palestinian refugee 
camps developed in Gaza, the 
West Bank, Lebanon, Jordan 
and Syria. Meanwhile, several refugee 
camps in the West Bank have been 
demolished by the Israeli Defense 
Forces, and the Gaza Strip has been 
reduced to worse than a de facto ref-
ugee camp for more than two million 
Palestinians.

Israel has stolen from Palestin-
ians not only the foundation of their 
wealth, but also their sense of commu-
nity, identity, and connection to their 
land.

How tragic that the United States is 
encouraging the further displacement 
and erasure of Palestinians. President 
Trump proposed building a Gaza 
“Riviera,” and his administration has 
actively searched for other countries 
to which Palestinians could relocate.

Americans must demand policies 
that prioritize providing humani-
tarian aid and rebuilding Palestinian 
communities and infrastructure, rath-
er than those that treat Palestinians as 
disposable.

Terry Hansen
Milwaukee, Wis.

Terry:
A large swath of MAGA Republicans 

apparently support Israel because they be-
lieve that once Jews build a new Temple 
and sacrifice a red heifer, Jesus will return, 
and the End of Days will commence. 
Good Christians like themselves will go 
to heaven; the Jewish people will all go 
straight to Hell. 

Many of these “good Christians” live 
in the American South. During the cen-
tenary of the Civil War, a classmate of the 
editor, whose surname was Sherman, vis-
ited that region. He reported being grilled 
rather severely about whether he was 
any relation to General Sherman, whose 
march through Georgia a century earlier 
was still bitterly resented. Compared to 
Gaza, Georgia got off easy.

We’re not arguing in favor of a federal-
ly-sanctioned religion, but if the historical 
record of American foreign policy showed 
a few more glimmers of Christ’s teachings, 
and a lot less Wall Street, the world would 
be a better place.

The Editor
On Eyes and Pointed Sticks

Dear Editor,
The U.S.A. operates the best obser-

vatories in the world, on ground and 
in space, that study our planet, Earth. 
That’s about to change. Trump’s bud-
get, passed by the Republicans in Con-
gress, cancels programs that produce 
unparalleled scientific information.

Two Orbiting Carbon Observa-
tories, costing $750 million to de-
velop and launch, have been sending 
highest-quality data, measuring the 
amount of carbon dioxide in the air, 
for years. They will be shut down in 
October, saving a paltry $15 million. 
Four land-based observatories, in Ha-
waii, Alaska, Samoa, and Antarctica, 
that have been measuring atmospheric 
pollution for 70 years, will close, saving 
a miniscule $164,000.

Scientific understanding about our 
changing climate will be blinded. And 
that’s the reason these observatories 
will be terminated. When interrupted, 
our ability to manage long-time trends 
will be stunted.

Shutting down observatories is like 
poking pointed sticks into our eyes. 
We won’t know what hits us next, un-
til it does.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.

Bruce:
Thanks for bringing this up. Every 

time we’ve approached this subject we’ve 
ended up prostrate on the newsroom floor, 
writhing in anger and frothing at the 
mouth.

We have yet to hear NPR or anyone 
else point out the obvious motivation for 
this: it disarms those who are trying to 
prevent the fossil fuel industry from kill-
ing us all in their pursuit of profit.

If there were a Nobel Prize for Crime, 
we’d nominate this one.

The Editor
–=≈=–

America the Spineless
To the Editor:

America the Spineless is caving to 
Trump at every turn: law firms, univer-
sities, corporations, state legislatures, 
newspapers, once independent-mind-
ed Republicans and Democrats, the 
military, religious leaders, PBS, gov-
ernors, Hollywood, sports leaders, 
Congress, the Supreme Court, D.C. 
Mayor Muriel Bowser… in fact ev-
eryone everywhere except those few 
left in the country who have an actual 
conscience.

This country is headed for ignorant 
and violent fascism faster than you can 
say “jack rabbit.” Can anyone be found 
with a sophisticated plan to right the 
sinking ship? Nope.

Our ancestors are turning over in 
their graves with embarrassment, and 
so are our freedom-loving allies the 
world over.

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
We share your dismay.
The Editor

–=≈=–
Regarding the Blue Angels

Dear Editor,
When I think of Angels, I see 

soft heavenly beings who are loving 
and helpful, not multi-million dollar 
fighter jets that represent what more 
modern jets do to create violence and 
destruction against human beings who 
are often seen as the “other.”

So, I will not go to see the “Thunder 
Over N.H. Air Show,” featuring the 
“Blue Angels” on September 6th and 
7th at Pease ANGB, but I do want to 
call out the sponsors and the military 
for staging this recruitment tool, and 
for the adverse impact it has on cli-
mate change. Magnify the dozens and 
dozens of these “air shows” that occur 

around the country and the pilots’ 
training that goes into the prepara-
tion for these public-relations military 
celebrations, and the result is that ob-
scene amounts of fossil fuel are burned 
which results in a deleterious impact 
on our environment.

So, N.H. Veterans for Peace say—
Stop using these jets that glorify mili-
tarism! Say “NO” to the Blue Angels, 
and reflect on whether Militarism 
continues to be America’s religion 
which costs us dearly.

Will Thomas, N.H. VFP
Auburn, N.H.
PS: During the Blue Angels history, 

tragically, 27 Blue Angels’ pilots have 
been killed in air shows or training 
accidents. There have been 261 pilots 
in the squadron’s history, giving the 
job a roughly 10 percent fatality rate. 
(source: fighterjetsworld.com)

Will:
According to the Watson Institute for 

International and Public Affairs, the 
Pentagon is the world’s largest single in-
stitutional consumer of fossil fuels. Though 
the Blue Angels “contribution” can be but 
a fraction of that colossal waste, it is far 
from insignificant.

That said, we have no doubt that 
any Member of Congress interested in 
retaining his or her seat will insist that 
this airborne dog and pony show must go 
on—probably for vague “national securi-
ty purposes.”

We tried, not terribly hard, to confirm 
the fatality rate at fighterjetsworld.com, 
but were unable to locate the specific item. 
Judging from other sources, they’ve un-
dercounted the total number of pilots, and 
overcounted the losses. Wikipedia gives 
what seems like a more likely accounting, 
as of 2020: a total of 272 pilots, and 20 
fatalities, for a rate of 7.3 percent.

As for the air show in general, we could 
do without the noise pollution. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Human Cost of Endless Conflict
To the Editor:

I recently listened to an incredibly 
sad interview on Israel’s Channel 5 
News with the mother of an Israeli 
soldier who was deployed in Gaza. 
Representing a group of mothers of 
members of the Israeli Defense Forc-
es, she explained that after two years 
of continual trauma, “Today, they are 
broken, they are finished.” She im-
plored that they desperately need time 
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to heal. 
The mother went on to describe a 

paratrooper who had a panic attack 
“because the smell of food reminded 
him of corpses being eaten by dogs 
in Khan Younis.” She further testified 
that “They don’t encounter terrorists; 
they encounter IEDs and blow up!” 

What this distressed mother re-
counted reminds me of clinical psychi-
atrist Jonathan Shay’s powerful book 
Achilles in Vietnam: Combat Trauma 
and the Undoing of Character. The book 
is about Vietnam veterans and the 
psychological and moral wounds of 
war. Shay wrote that “Time and safety 
to mourn were built into ancient war-
fare and were absent in Vietnam.”

Added to this is the immense, con-
stant suffering of Palestinians. Psychi-
atrist Dr. Samah Jabr explains that, for 
the children of Gaza, the concept of 
post-traumatic stress disorder is a mis-
nomer. According to Jabr, “there is no 
‘post’ because the trauma is repetitive 
and ongoing.”

Our leaders should be deeply 
ashamed of the paths they have so 
often taken to address our world’s 
problems. The U.S. annual defense 
budget edges toward $1 trillion, while 
the Trump Administration slashes 
funding for the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development and other 
foreign aid programs. Moreover, the 
world’s top five arms manufacturers 
are American companies. 

Martin Luther King Jr., in his cou-
rageous opposition to the Vietnam 
War, warned that “a nation that con-
tinues year after year to spend more 
money on military defense than on 
programs of social uplift is approach-
ing spiritual death.”

His words ring true today—for 
Gaza and other conflict zones. Let 
us choose justice and compassion to 
break the cycles of violence before fu-
ture generations are also lost to war.

Terry Hansen
Milwaukee, Wis.
Terry:
A bayonet is a tool with a worker at 

each end. 
The Editor

–=≈=–
Rudenstein Redux Redux

Dear Editor, 
My last letter to you complained 

that the Gazette did not do much re-
porting on the U.S. and Israeli geno-

cide against the Palestinians unfolding 
today. 

As I noted, the current state of the 
genocide is that Israel has set up 4 
sites to provide food manned by U.S. 
mercenaries. These replace the 400 
food sites previously provided by the 
UN. When starving Palestinians come 
to these sites, they are gunned down; 
over a thousand have died so far. Pic-
tures of starving children are all over 
the the Internet. Yet the Gazette says 
nothing. Instead of the Gazette front 
page trumpeting the horror of these 
Nazi-like actions again and again it 
remains reserved for yet another put 
down of the idiot in the White House 
and his corruption. Or, as was the case 
the previous week, an article advis-
ing the Democratic Party to drop its 
current leadership in favor of one that 
can better fool workers and rights ac-
tivists into coming back, the better to 
be hoodwinked again by a party that is 
controlled by the same war monger-
ing evil corporations that control the 
Republican Party, Trump non with-
standing.

In reply to my letter, you stated that 
there was a misunderstanding. That 
the Northeast Chronicle contained a 
great deal on the genocide, which is 
true. In all the years I have seen the 
Gazette in stores or other locales I 
have yet to see a copy of the North-
east Chronicle. My subscription to the 
Gazette does not include the North-
east Chronicle. But even if it did, the 
Gazette remains aloof about the most 
important issue of our day. I hate to 
think, were it the 1940’s again with 
the Holocaust in full tilt, that the Ga-
zette would simply ignore it in favor of 
articles attacking the Republicans or 
advising the Democrats how to pull it 
over working people by sucking them 
into a party where causes go to die.

[This is the added part:] 
You point to W.D. Earhart’s [sic] 

work as proof that the Gazette is cover-
ing the genocide in Gaza. I beg to dif-
fer. So far, in my experience, his articles 
appear in only one of three issues and 
always on the back pages. Second the 
politics expressed in his latest article 
are reactionary. After a heart-rending 

letter from a Palestinian mother, he 
goes into a confusing account of a walk 
he took with a true believer in Israel. 
This person supports the murder of 
women and children because “Hamas 
is using them as human shields”, e.g. 
Hamas somehow used 30,000 chil-
dren as human shields! This business 
of blaming the genocide on Hamas is 
an Israeli talking point (in other words 
a lie) used in a desperate attempt 
to fool Jews in the diaspora to align 
themselves with the fascistic majority 
of Israel.

Sadly, Earhart’s only response is to 
say that Hamas was funded by Net-
anyahu to divide the Palestinian peo-
ple. True, but that does not answer the 
points raised by his genocidal friend. 
Then Earhart goes on to slander the 
Middle East resistance to Israel, Iran, 
Hezbollah, Hamas and the Houthis, 
claiming they all want to kill all the 
Jews in Israel. In reality they want to 
destroy the Israeli state which many 
of us also desire, and turn Israel from 
a Jewish supremicist apartheid state 
into a multi-ethnic democratic state 
in which the land stolen from Pales-
tinians would be returned to them.

And once again, higher up, there 
is an article on the Democratic Par-
ty urging them to pretend to care for 
working people by pushing econom-
ic-oriented slogans. Of course, once 
the workers have voted for them, 
they will go on with business as usual: 
breaking strikes, initiating more wars, 
funding Israel’s genocide and attacks 
on its neighbors and what not.

Again I ask: is that why the soft 
pedal on the Gaza genocide, to not 
embarrass the Democratic Party 
which has passed every single funding 
bill to supply Israel with the arms they 
need to massacre Palestinians?

Roger Rudenstein
Durham, N.H.
Roger:
This is becoming tiresome. 
In this letter you use 660 words to re-

hash an old argument, clearly based on a 
misunderstanding which we tried to clear 
up in our last issue. You seem not to have 
read our reply. 

You refer to a “Northeast Chronicle.” 
We know of no such entity. We do use the 
rubric “Northcountry Chronicle” online. 
As we explained last fortnight, it’s a way 

to categorize columns from regular con-
tributors. 

We considered saving some space by 
paring out the repetitious confusion in 
this letter, but that would have taken too 
much time. We run it in its entirety so as 
to give us the opportunity to provide you 
with fair warning: our indulgence has its 
limits.

You seem to have a beef with W.D. 
Ehrhart—whose name you misspelled, 
by the way. Rather than rack our brains 
trying to parse out the particulars of your 
argument, we’ll let him defend himself, if 
he cares to.

Finally, you ask if we’re doing some-
thing which we manifestly are not 
doing, in order to avoid embarrassing 
the Democratic Party. Since the question 
makes no sense, we will make no response.

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Redistricting Debacle
To the Editor:

The redistricting debacle is not just 
a political maneuver; it’s a direct threat 
to the democratic process in America. 
Texas, under the direction of the Pres-
ident, has taken steps to redraw the 
maps in a way that would ensure the 
House of Representatives remains in 
GOP hands. This move, if successful, 
would undermine the very foundation 
of our democracy. Those familiar with 
political analysis understand that the 
governing party typically loses seats in 
the House. This trend has only been 
defied once in the 21st century, when 
in 2002, Republicans picked up eight 
seats.

Republicans know that their brand 
is beyond toxic and see that they would 
receive a smackdown at the polls. So, 
Texas, following the lead of the Presi-
dent, who tried to destroy the govern-
ment on January 6th, was more than 
keen to redraw the maps to keep the 
House in GOP hands. This spineless 
and heinous power grab doesn’t solve 
their difficulties. California Governor 
Gavin Newsom reported that Califor-
nia would redraw its maps in reaction 
to Texas’s stunt. New York Governor 
Kathy Hochul announced that New 
York would be doing the same. While 
I do not endorse mid-decade redis-
tricting, a process of redrawing elec-
toral district boundaries in the middle 

of a decade, the actions by Governors 
Newsom and Hochul (with more 
Democratic governors set to follow) 
are a move that sticks it to the Presi-
dent and the GOP.

While the GOP is aligning with 
an insurrectionist, the Democrats are 
courageously fighting to save our de-
mocracy. Their actions, in the face of 
such a blatant power grab, are a beacon 
of hope for the future of our nation.

Aidan J. Bain
Elma, N.Y.
Aidan:
“A beacon of hope”? That’s one way to 

put it.
For decades—ever since the Democrats 

sold out to the big-money donors, follow-
ing McGovern’s loss—Republicans have 
been eating the Democrats’ lunch.

Now they’re finally showing signs of 
life. Let’s hope it’s not too late.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Dumbest Move Since Smoot-Hawley
To the editor;

President Trump has issued his list 
of “final” reciprocal tariffs which be-
came effective Aug. 7th. They apply to 
almost all goods exported to the U.S. 
from sixty countries and the Europe-
an Union with base rates ranging from 
10 percent to 50 percent. Along with 
previously applied sector tariffs, the 
U.S. now charges an average tariff of 
approximately 18 percent, the highest 
rate since the disastrous Smoot-Haw-
ley Bill of 1930. Trump has levied the 
tariffs on countries that have a trade 
surplus with the U.S., making the false 
claim that surpluses indicate unfair 
advantage. Trump states that countries 
with a trade surplus have exploited our 
open markets while restricting access 
to their markets through tariffs, cur-
rency manipulation, unfair subsidies 
and restrictive regulations. According 
to Trump, the reciprocal tariffs will 
“reset” global trade, restoring Ameri-
can advantage and bringing industries 
and jobs back to the homeland. 

Trump’s economic nationalism is 
not new. Similar policies have been en-
acted by fascists and populist autocrats 
from Mussolini and Hitler to Victor 
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Orban and Recep Erdogan. In all 
cases, protectionism has failed. Like 
most of his talking points, Trump’s 
argument that trading partners have 
been “ripping off ” the U.S. is over-
blown. For the past eighty years, 
beginning in 1944 with the Bretton 
Woods Accords and continuing 
through eight rounds of meetings 
known as the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and 
the establishment of the World 
Trade Organization in 1995, glob-
al tariffs and other trade barriers 
have been consistently lowered. As 
a result of these efforts, global trade 
barriers have been significantly 
reduced, and average global tariff 
rates had fallen into the low single 
digits prior to Trump’s tariff assault. 
The outcome of lower barriers has 
been a burgeoning of global trade 
that, according to the UN, has lifted 
more than one billion out of extreme 
poverty and provided unprecedent-
ed prosperity to the industrialized 
nations. Some unfair trade practices 
have persisted, especially in the case 
of China, and trade dislocations 
have inevitably disadvantaged some 
workers. Economic inequalities 
persist but it is undeniable that glo-
balization has materially benefited 
most nations and especially the U.S. 
which has risen to be the richest and 
most powerful nation in the world. 

The problems caused by global-
ization can and should be addressed 
through specific, targeted programs. 
Tariffs can be part of a strategy to 
remedy a specific unfair practice or 
to aid the development of a critical 
industry without burning down 
the entire trading system. Trump’s 
willy-nilly tariffs lack any ration-
al justification in either economic 
theory or as an element of geopo-
litical strategy. They are a manifesta-
tion of his deluded conceit and will 
damage global relationships as well 
as domestic growth. Trade agree-
ments should benefit both parties, 
but Trump views any negotiation 
as a zero-sum game that he must 
win. Although he touts his supe-
rior bargaining skill, he is no more 

than a bully and extortionist who 
uses access to the American market 
as a bludgeon against those nations 
whose prosperity rely on sales to the 
American consumer. Trump is the 
Mafia Don who offers trade part-
ners an “offer that they can’t refuse” 
rather than skillful diplomat. 

The consequences of the tariffs are 
already becoming manifest and will 
become more damaging over time 
no matter how many government 
statisticians Trump fires to hide the 
facts. Recent wholesale price index-
es indicate that imported parts and 
supplies have become more expen-
sive due to tariffs. It is just a matter 
of time until they affect the price 
of consumer goods. Retail prices 
of home appliances and food are 
rising. American auto makers have 
reported drastic drops in quarterly 
earnings, opting to temporarily re-
duce profits rather than pass on the 
cost of tariffs to the car buyer. They 
will not continue to resist price in-
creases as their profitability drops. 
Hiring has stagnated over the past 
three months as businesses evalu-
ate the impact of tariffs. Economic 
growth has slowed to a yearly rate of 
1.2 percent compared to 2.5 percent 
last year. And this is only the begin-
ning—brace yourself, the Trump 
tariff tax tsunami is coming.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Robert:
Just think: if an effective vaccine 

were developed against the Dun-
ning-Kruger effect eighty years ago, 
eight billion people wouldn’t be facing 
an impending global economic collapse.

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Long-Running Presidential
“Emergency Powers” Scam

To the Editor:
President Trump recently de-

clared a “crime emergency” in D.C. 
and suggested it could be extended 
to large cities across the country 
whose efforts to stop crime do not 
meet with his personal approval. In 

doing so, he is making use of Amer-
ica’s long and sordid history of abuse 
of the Constitution’s requirements 
for implementing such powers.

The Constitution says, “He [the 
President] may, on extraordinary oc-
casions, convene both houses.” This 
is taken to mean situations requiring 
immediate government action, such 
as emergencies or crises. (Article II, 
Section 3) Woodrow Wilson abused 
this provision soon after his election 
by calling Congress into special ses-
sion to hear his plan for tariffs, as 
though that were an emergency re-
quiring immediate attention, which 
it clearly was not. Today, of course, 
Trump has fully usurped Congress’ 
legal power to enact tariff measures 
as well as the requirement to call 
special sessions for emergencies by 
using instead an endless series of 
executive orders, press releases, and 
posts on social media to enact tariff 
policy.

America’s earliest precedent for 
the faulty use of emergency presi-
dential power was George Wash-
ington. A federal tax on whiskey 
boiled over into a “rebellion” in 
Pennsylvania. The Constitution 
specifies that federal troops can be 
used to intervene in a state only 
when requested by the governor. 
Pennsylvania’s governor insisted he 
could handle the matter locally, but 
Washington instead raised a militia 
army of 12,950 and made a big show 
of marching to western Pennsylva-
nia. He could only find and arrest 20 
suspected rebels, only two of which 
were ever convicted.

Lincoln created the emergency he 

wanted to use by provoking South 
Carolina to fire the first shot in the 
Civil War while Congress was out of 
town. Lincoln was thus “forced” to 
run the government and engage in 
war on his own without obtaining 
Congress’ emergency approval. He 
finally called them back into session 
after four months, when the war was 
well along in progress. 

Eight months after the armistice 
ending World War I, Wilson was 
still running railroads, and tele-
phone and telegraph companies un-
der an ongoing emergency power. 
Congress begged him to return the 
private sector to its rightful stewards, 
but Wilson refused.

Franklin Roosevelt got major 
grants of emergency power from 
Congress to deal with the Depres-
sion after calling an emergency ses-
sion of Congress in March 1933. 
FDR declared 39 emergencies in 
his first six years in office, all during 
peacetime. One Congressman 
quipped, “Any national administra-
tion is entitled to one or two nation-
al emergencies in a term of six years. 
But an emergency every six weeks 
means plain bad management.”

Harry Truman extended the war-
time emergency power of FDR well 
beyond wartime when in October 
1945, he seized 26 oil companies on 
national security grounds when they 
threatened to go on strike. When 
the auto and steel industries were 
having labor disputes and shut-
downs, he determined to enter the 
fray. He wrote in a journal, “Declare 
an emergency, call out troops. Start 
industry and put anyone to work 
who wants to work. If any leader in-

terferes, court martial him. Adjourn 
Congress and run the country.” 

Lyndon B. Johnson declared a 
“war on poverty,” and the people 
pretty much accepted this as the 
same as an actual war. Johnson used 
emergency war-time housing reg-
ulations in peacetime by failing to 
rescind the earlier emergency. John-
son used the popular minister Billy 
Graham to advise him as to God’s 
will, suggesting that if God wanted 
it, it must be an emergency.

Nixon declared a state of emer-
gency when the nation’s postal 
workers went on strike and used the 
U.S army to force workers back on 
the job. In 1971, Congress discov-
ered that the U.S had been in a con-
tinuous state of national emergency 
since 1933 starting with Roosevelt’s 
banking emergency. A measure con-
trolling the expiration of national 
emergencies was finally enacted in 
1976 but has fallen into disuse as 
later presidents have ignored it and 
enacted emergencies by Presidential 
fiat. 

Today, President Trump essen-
tially has declared an emergency for 
a domestic war against half of the 
electorate that will not be lifted until 
he has established the one percent 
class in permanent power under his 
leadership. He is finding emergency 
conditions in Democrat-run cities, 
and among African American cit-
izens, brown-skinned immigrants, 
people who failed to vote for him, 
and folks who don’t like his policies. 
Where is Billy Graham now when 
we need him?

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
Donald Trump, slapping a gold 

crown on his head: “Je suis l’urgence.”
The Editor

Better Old News Than New Lies

brought suits for damages against 
Capt. Fray of the German steamer 
City of Lincoln, from which vessel a 
number of crocodiles escaped a few 
days ago. The owners claim that they 
were obliged to close their baths in 
consequence.

A ball tosser of Beatrice, Neb., 
dreamed last Sunday night that he 
was stealing second base, and when 

the captain yelled “slide,” he slid. He 
landed in the street, having jumped 
from the second story window of 
the Grand Central hotel.

George N. Wheeler of Rockport, 
Mass., made insane because the 
young lady to whom he had been 
engaged was about to wed another, 
attempted suicide, and has been ad-
mitted to the Danvers lunatic asy-
lum. 

At Worthington, W.Va., Sept. 
2d, George Johns and John F. Walls 
were fatally shot by Samuel Hart; all 
were young men, and on their way 
home from church when the fight 
began.

On Saturday, Mr. Chester, of 

Antwerp, O., went to Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and drew $1500 in cash from 
a bank. While returning home he 
was waylaid and robbed. The rob-
bers knocked him senseless, bound 
him, filled his mouth with sand and 
laid him on the track of the Wabash 
railroad in such a position that the 
next train would have run over him.  
Fortunately, he was discovered in 
time and removed to his home.

General James Craig, a warm 
friend of Abraham Lincoln, is dy-
ing at St. Joseph, Mo., He is a law-
yer, and, it is said, might have been 
on the bench if it had not been for 
his face, which wore an everlasting 
grimace that no one could look at 
without an uncontrollable desire to 
laugh.

If James L. Babcock of Chicago 
doesn’t get married within five years, 
it will not be for want of an induce-
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Is Ag Secretary Brooke 
Rollins Brilliant… 
Or What?

Better Old News Than New Lies

Welcome to What’s Possible
by W.D. Ehrhart

Ever since one of my students 
suggested it to me back in 

about 2003, I have been reading a 
weekly news digest called—take a 
guess—The Week. It’s a compendium 
of information drawn from sources 
all over the U.S., and even interna-
tionally, in print and online.

Last month, I took a break from 
the world when my wife and I drove 
up to the Adirondack Mountains 
and spent four days with old friends 
of ours who live there. No news. No 
noise. Lots of wildlife: a mother 
deer with twin fawns still in spots, 
three wild turkeys, a hummingbird 
that hovered for over a minute at eye 
level checking me out. A night sky 
unadulterated with surface light and 
packed with stars.

When I got back home, however, 
my latest The Week was waiting, and 
here’s what I found in it:

The Editor’s Letter said that 
“President Trump was swept into 
power on a wave of massive distrust 
in institutions, and he has quickly 
proceeded to dismantle them.”

On the next page, we learn that 
Trump’s pick for Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary did not authorize re-
lease of FEMA aid in response to 
the terrible flooding in Texas for the 
first 72 hours of the disaster.

In an article about Ukraine, 
we’re reminded that Trump “bul-
lied Zelensky in the Oval Office 
and ‘blamed the victim, Kyiv,’” but 
now maybe “has finally realized Pu-
tin has been playing him.” On the 
same page, we learn that “President 
Trump reignited his trade war this 
week, threatening the European 
Union and Mexico with 30 percent 
tariffs and Canada with 35 percent 
tariffs, even as a Labor Department 
report showed existing levies are 
boosting inflation.”

On the next page, we’re told that 

Trump’s pick for Attorney General, 
“who said in February she had the 
Epstein list ‘sitting on my desk,’ an-
nounced last week no list existed.” 
And that, according to the Bulwark, 
“Trump’s quandary is that he’s ‘in 
the files,’” having been “friends with 
Epstein,” his Florida neighbor for 15 
years.

Meanwhile, in a section called 
“The U.S. at a Glance,” we learn that 
a partisan Supreme Court packed 
with the help of reptilian Mitch 
“Turtleneck” McConnell has ruled 
that “the Trump administration can 
fire over 1,300 Department of Edu-
cation (DOE) workers, clearing the 
way for the president to fulfill his 
longtime goal of gutting the depart-
ment.”

A few pages later, the “People” 
section reports that “President 
Trump [has] threatened to strip his 
longtime nemesis Rosie O’Donnell 
of her U.S. citizenship.”

And in “Best Columns: The U.S.”, 
the Washington Post reminds us that 
Trump said at his second inaugura-
tion, “I was saved by God to Make 
America Great Again”; Slate reports 
that while a majority conservative 
Supreme Court is allowing Trump 
to ransack the DOE by executive 
order, the same court limited Joe 
Biden’s authority, “barring him from 
forgiving federal student loans, en-
forcing environmental laws, and de-
ciding ‘major questions’ without the 
permission of Congress”; and the 
Philadelphia Inquirer reports that 
Republican Senator Lisa Murkow-
ski, who opposed cuts in Medicaid 
and food assistance, nevertheless 
voted for Trump’s “big, beautiful 
bill” because she was afraid Trump’s 
MAGA followers would kill her if 
she didn’t.

All of this on a single page of The 
Week while in “Best Columns: Inter-
national,” we read that the Brazilian 
newspaper Estadao accuses Trump 

of “running ‘a mafia operation,’ try-
ing to force Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva to ‘surrender to 
[Trump’s] absurd demands’” con-
cerning former Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro.

In a section called “Talking 
Points,” we learn that Trump’s ap-
pointment as head of the FBI 
is using lie detector tests 
to discover who might 
be talking trash about 
the director, who 
meanwhile has 
disbanded “the squad 
investigating public cor-
ruption—because it was in-
vestigating wrongdoing by 
Trump administration 
figures.”

On the same page, 
the New York Daily News editorial-
izes that the Trump administration 
“is essentially asserting that Trump 
should be allowed to override ‘the 
Constitution itself ’” on the issue of 
birthright citizenship.

Meanwhile, still in “Talking 
Points,” we read that while a major-
ity of Americans oppose the Gesta-
po-like sweeping Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids 
and deportations, the Wall Street 
Journal reports that “the White 
House has ‘shown few signs of 
slowing,’” and according to the Los 
Angeles Times, Trump’s Homeland 
Security Chief—who thinks habeas 
corpus gives Trump the constitution-
al right to deport anyone he wants 
to deport—“vowed last week to in-
tensify the crackdowns,” declaring, 
“we’re going to take these criminals 
down with even more strength than 
we ever have before,” even though 
the majority of those swept up in 
ICE raids have no criminal record.

And finally, in “The Last Word” 
section, we read that “Trump has re-
peatedly described, in bizarre detail, 
his desire to see American journal-

ists suffer—he is specifically preoc-
cupied with fantasies of journalists 
being beaten and raped in prison.” 
This in addition to reminding us that 
on the first day of Trump’s second 
term, “he pardoned more than 1,500 
people who had been convicted for 
their actions in the 2021 insurrec-

tion, including those with ties 
to various extremist groups 

and those who had vio-
lently attacked law 
enforcement at the 
U.S. Capitol.”

All of what you’ve just 
read is taken from a single 

edition of a weekly news di-
gest. A single week’s news. 

This would almost be 
funny. Indeed, cosmi-
cally hilarious. What 

the great American writer Herman 
Melville called “this vast practical 
joke” we call life.

But it’s not funny. This egomani-
acal buffoon and felonious grifter is 
the president of the United States 
of America and arguably the most 
powerful person in the world. And 
he is an infantile, cruel, impulsive 
narcissist who ought not to be trust-
ed with the keys to the liquor cabi-
net, let alone to the levers of power.

In recent years, our refreshing and 
restorative little mini-vacation to the 
Adirondacks has become an annual 
event. But I find myself wondering 
what will be the state of the nation 
and the world by next summer, and 
whether or not I myself might by 
then be deemed “an enemy of the 
state,” and find myself in “Alligator 
Alcatraz” or a Salvadoran prison.

In Donald Trump’s MAGAWor-
ld, what was once unthinkable has 
become all too possible.

–=≈=–
W.D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War memoir 
trilogy published by McFarland. 

by Jim Hightower

A gaggle of self-righteous multi-
millionaires are now in charge 

of America’s poverty agencies and 
policies, and they’ve been flaunting 
their deeply-held ignorance about 
poor families—almost none of 
whom they actually know. 

Consider the national embarrass-
ment of Brooke Rollins, a patrician 
ideologue, who is Trump’s plutocrat-
ic Secretary of Agriculture. Besides 
promoting a corporatized food and 
farm system, Rollins is advocating 
a program of back-to-the-future 
peonage for poor people. “We have 
way too many people that are taking 
government program that are able to 
work,” she snorts.

Bad grammar aside, she falsely 
asserts that “34 million able-bod-
ied adults” are freeloading on public 
health care. They’re taking Medicaid 
benefits that they ought to have to 
“earn” by hard labor, she recently de-
creed. Her Dickensian solution: Put 
the moochers to work in the fields!

Noting that Trump’s militarized 
assault on immigrants has terrorized 
agricultural workers, thus creating a 
farm labor crisis, Rollins wants to 
hitch America’s poor families to the 
plow. Voilà—labor shortage solved, 
and the poor are forced to earn their 
medical care. What a brilliant leader!

Except for her rank ignorance. 
First, 64 percent of Medicaid recip-
ients are already working and near-
ly all of the rest are retirees, unable 
to work, or struggling to find jobs. 
Second, she’s obviously unaware 
that agriculture is skilled work—you 
can’t just bus city and suburban peo-
ple out to the country and say “grow 
stuff.”

And third, it is beyond arrogant 
for a rich government autocrat—
who takes $220,000 a year from 
taxpayers, plus platinum healthcare 
benefits and a fat pension—to be 
pontificating about forcing “unde-
serving” poor into hot fields to pro-
duce a nice leafy salad for her lunch. 

–=≈=–
Populist author, public speaker, and 
radio commentator Jim Hightower 
writes “The Hightower Lowdown,” 
a monthly newsletter chronicling 
the ongoing fights by America’s or-
dinary people against rule by pluto-
cratic elites. Sign up at Hightow-
erLowdown.org.

–=≈=–

ment. A Michigan uncle has left 
him by will $1,000,000 if he takes 
unto himself a wife within that pe-
riod. If he hardens his heart to femi-
nine graces, he is to be cut off with a 
beggarly $10,000. Many a graybeard 
would accept this young fellow’s po-
sition without a whimper.

Quick Work
At Guide Rock, Neb., a man named 
John Baker, while feeding a thresh-
ing machine, was accidentally cut on 
the hand by a boy who was assisting 
in the work. Baker seized the boy 
and thrust him into the machine, 
feet first. His screams called the 
other men to his rescue, but not in 

time to save his life; so they seized 
Baker, and despite his appeals for 
mercy, hung him to a portion of the 
machine.

A gang of horse thieves in Mis-
souri were surrounded by vigilantes 
recently, and a fight ensued, lasting 
twelve minutes. At the end of that 
time the entire gang of seventeen 
outlaws were dead; three vigilantes 
were killed and nine wounded.

Disastrous Fire in Baltimore
An entire block in Baltimore, 
one of the finest in the city, was 
burned Sept. 2d, entailing a loss of 
$1,500,000. By an explosion in a 
wholesale drug store the building 
was piled in ruins, burying eight 
firement, seven of whom were killed 

or afterward burned to death; it is 
feared that other lives may also have 
been lost. May persons were less se-
riously injured.

The USS Portsmouth is stuck on 
the ways at the head of the dry-dock 
basin at the navy yard, owing to the 
rotten condition of the hauling-out 
ways. The hydraulic is also crippled, 
though not wholly useless.

Take Care Of Him
“Black Jack” Russell, the demented 
fisherman who has already been sev-
eral times referred to in this paper, 
on Sunday morning last had all his 
household goods—bedding, chairs, 
tables, kitchen utensils, etc.,—in the 
street in front of his residence on 
Hancock street, and told passers-by 

that he was going to move that fore-
noon “into the place on State street 
where Henry F. Wendell used keep 
an auction store.” The man is evi-
dently as crazy as a coot, and should 
be taken care of before he kills him-
self or somebody else, kindles a big 
fire, or does some other damage for 
which he could not be held respon-
sible. He has no relatives here to look 
after him, but there should be some 
power somewhere to do it, and it 
should be done immediately.

The New Hampshire Gazette
September 6, 1888

Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers 
from which the items above were 
excerpted. – The Ed.
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

“Of all Smells Bread: 
Of All Tastes Salt.”

— George Herbert (1593-1633)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com
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The Astute Businessperson
may want to consider the anachronistic 

affordability of advertising in our 
venerable news medium.

This space, for example, could be had for 
a mere $40 per fortnight. 

Try to find such a bargain elsewhere!
(603) 433-9898, or editors@nhgazette.com
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2019—Portsmouth’s Daniel Street 
Post Office closes for good. Thanks a 
lot, Councilor, Congressman, Gover-
nor, and Senator Judd Gregg.
1997—“Di Goes Sex Mad”: hasti-
ly-replaced headline of the National 
Enquirer on the day of her death.
1973—The Gainesville Eight, anti-
war veterans charged with conspiracy 
to riot at the 1972 Republican Nation-
al Convention, are acquitted.
1965—President Johnson signs a bill 
making draft card burning illegal.
1963—Robert Bork publishes an ar-
ticle opposing the Civil Rights Act.
1959—President Eisenhower says, 
“people want peace so much that one 
of these days governments had better 
get out of the way and let them have it.”
1948—An LAPD setup bears fruit: 
Robert Mitchum is busted for pot. 
1939—German operatives conduct 
Operation Himmler, 21 false flag at-
tacks along the Polish border, to justify 
the next day’s invasion.
1925—After an 11-year occupation, 
U.S. Marines depart from Haiti leav-
ing a dictatorship behind.
1921—President Harding orders a 
cease-fire in the W.Va. Mine War 
under threat of Federal intervention.
1919—The American Communist 
Party is formed in Chicago.
1895—Julius A. Wyland founds An 
Appeal to Reason, an independent so-
cialist weekly. Its peak circulation, in 
1910, is over half a million.
1803—Lewis and Clark go west.

2020—Rep. Katie Porter [D-Calif.]: 
“You don’t know the cost to mail a 
postcard?” Postmaster Louis DeJoy, 
laughing, confesses: “I don’t.”
1970—Graduate student Robert 
Fassnacht is killed and three others 
are injured when peaceniks blow up 
a physics lab at the U. of Wisconsin.
1967—Abbie Hoffman and Jerry Ru-
bin scatter 300 one-dollar bills on the 
floor of the Stock Exchange. Bedlam 
erupts as greedy capitalists scramble.
1964—I.F. Stone reports the U.S. 
government and press “have kept the 
full truth about the Tonkin Bay inci-
dents from the American public.”
1963—The State Department orders 
Ambassador Lodge to encourage 
Vietnamese generals to stage a coup.
1954—Genial old Ike signs the first 
U.S. law banning a political party—
the Communist Party, of course.
1936—After a 12-year hiatus, J. Ed-
gar Hoover gets the OK from FDR to 
begin the FBI’s Golden Age of spying 
on domestic political groups.
1889—On St. Pierre, off Newfound-
land, murderer Auguste Neel becomes 
the only person ever to be guillotined 
in North America.
1827—The first U.S. labor paper, The 
Mechanics Gazette, is published in 
Philly. By 1832 there are 67 others.
1814—U.S. tactical errors and sheer 
panic allow British troops to march 
unopposed into Washington, D.C. 
where they set fire to the Presidential 
Mansion and the Capitol.

1999—The FBI admits, six years after 
the fact, that the tear gas canisters it 
fired into David Koresh’s compound 
in Waco were incendiary—but still 
denies they started the fatal fire.
1995—Zany Speaker of the House 
Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) announces 
his innovative new policy, sure to win 
the drug war: execute “27 or 30 or 35 
people at one time.”
1985—Ronald Reagan admits that, 
as head of the Screen Actors Guild, he 
ratted on its members to the FBI.
1967—J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI sets out 
to “expose, disrupt, misdirect [and] 
discredit” the Black Panthers.
1967—A former Marine and ex-aide 
to George Lincoln Rockwell murders 
the founder of the American Nazi 
Party with a broomhandle Mauser.
1945—Hotheaded U.S. Army Cap-
tain John Birch argues with Chinese 
Communists while snooping in Jiang-
su Province. They shoot him dead.
1945—Bao Dai, formerly puppet 
Emperor of Vietnam for France, later 
for Japan, and soon-to-be puppet for 
America, surrenders his sword and 
imperial seal to Ho Chi Minh.
1925—The Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters is founded in Harlem with 
A. Philip Randolph as its President.
1923—Largely Catholic Carnegie, 
Pa. is invaded by 10-30,000 Klans-
men, one of whom ends up dead.
1914—Germans burn the library at 
Louven, Belgium. It’s full of medieval 
manuscripts and incunabula.

2016—S.F. 49er Colin Kapernick 
protests against racial injustice by sit-
ting while the National Anthem plays. 
2014—At an Omaha Wendy’s, cops 
shoot a suspect “armed” with a fake 
pistol. Also killed: a soundman for 
“COPS,” which was on the scene.
1980—Ex-Luftwaffe pilot John Birg-
es, trying to recoup his gambling loss-
es, plants a half-ton bomb at Harvey’s 
Resort Hotel in Stateline, Nev.
1969—Five men from New Hamp-
shire’s 197th Field Artillery are killed 
days before leaving Vietnam when 
their truck detonates a land mine.
1968—Mayor Richard Daley wel-
comes Democrats to the 1968 Dem-
ocratic National Convention while his 
cops prepare to bust heads outside.
1967—Burt Munro, a 68-year old 
Kiwi, hits 183.58 mph on a 1920 Indi-
an at Bonneville. His under-1,000 cc 
speed record still stands today.
1924—Sitting out a storm off Cutty-
hunk, Wanderer, New Bedford’s last 
whaler, drags her anchor and is lost.
1919—Coal company goons in 
Brackenridge, Penn. shoot UMW 
organizer Fannie Sellins dead for in-
terrupting them as they beat striking 
miner Joseph Starzeleski to death.
1883—Krakatoa begins a three-day 
eruption, killing tens of thousands. 
Sunlight reaching Earth drops by 13 
percent during the following year.
1874—Hundreds of armed men on 
horseback open the Gibson County 
jail in Tenn. and lynch 18 Black men. 

2012—New Hampshire “wasn’t a 
battleground state in 2010,” says Ex-
ecutive Councilor Chris Sununu on 
C-SPAN. “We swept the vermin out 
and it’s now a solid Republican state.”
1991—An ABA panel rates Clarence 
Thomas. Two members find him “not 
qualified” for the Supreme Court; 
none find him “well-qualified.” 
1980—FBI agents use C-4 to disarm 
a half-ton bomb planted in Harvey’s 
Resort Hotel in Stateline, Nevada. 
Result: a 50- by 30-foot crater.
1979—Admiral of the Fleet Louis 
Mountbatten is assassinated by an 
IRA bomb which destroys his 27-foot 
fishing boat off County Sligo. 
1960—Whites in Jacksonville, Fla. 
react to Black lunch counter sit-ins 
with “Ax Handle Saturday.”
1949—Three FBI agents observe as 
a mob attacks the audience at a Paul 
Robeson concert in Peekskill, N.Y.
1938—Robert Frost, 64 and jealous, 
sets fire to papers to disrupt Archibald 
MacLeish’s poetry reading.
1919—On Churchill’s orders, British 
biplanes drop poison gas on Russian 
villages in Arkhangelsk Oblast. 
1896—Britain prevails over Zanzibar 
in history’s shortest [38 minutes] war.
1831—Maj. Thomas Biddle and Rep. 
Spencer Darwin Pettis [D-Mo.] meet 
on Bloody Island, just off St. Louis. 
Biddle is myopic so they duel with 
pistols at five feet. Both are mortal-
ly wounded; honor being satisfied, 
though, they forgive each other.

2022—A Medal of Freedom given to 
mobster Meyer Lansky by Pres. Tru-
man sells at auction for $48,000.
2014—The nation suffers irreparable 
harm; the President wears a tan suit.
2005—Hurricane Katrina hits New 
Orleans and the levees break.
1969—Judith Love Cohen completes 
the Abort Guidance System—lat-
er used to bring Apollo 13 back to 
Earth—while in labor in the materni-
ty ward, then gives birth to Jack Black.
1968—Police preserve disorder at the 
Democratic Convention in Chicago.
1963—At the Lincoln Memorial, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. calls for free-
dom to ring from the prodigious hill-
tops of New Hampshire … .
1955—During a visit to family in 
Money, Miss., fourteen year-old Chi-
cagoan Emmett Till is murdered by 
whites for speaking to a white woman.
1951—Killed in Korea, John R. Rice 
is denied burial at a Sioux City cem-
etery because he’s a Native American.
1921—Ten thousand coal miners and 
two thousand hired goons start trad-
ing lead on Blair Mountain, W.Va.
1919—Resigning as mayor of Seattle, 
Ole Hanson, the survivor of an assas-
sination attempt, says “hang or incar-
cerate all anarchists for life.”
1869—The Mount Washington Cog 
Railway opens for business.
1831—Rep. Robert Potter [D-N.C.] 
castrates two men he suspects of hav-
ing sex with his wife. One, a minister 
in his 50s, is her cousin.

2013—Americans learn, thanks to 
Edward Snowden, that the annual 
“Black Budget” of the “Intelligence 
Community” is $52.6 billion a year.
2007—Due to careless accounting, 
an Air Force B-52 at Minot AFB in 
North Dakota is loaded with six live 
nukes, then left unguarded overnight.
1996—Dick Morris resigns; his habit 
of sucking hookers’ toes bugs boss Bill 
Clinton, who just got re-nominated.
1977—Skynet becomes self-aware.
1977—Memphis cops nab three peo-
ple trying to steal Elvis’s corpse.
1970—A 23-member band of Native 
Americans scale Mount Rushmore 
and re-name it for Crazy Horse.
1968—A week-long rebellion erupts 
at the Long Binh Jail in Vietnam.
1957—Despite a 24 hr., 18 min. fil-
ibuster by Sen. Strom Thurmond 
(R-S.C.)—father, at 22, of a mixed-
race child by his family’s 16-year-old 
maid—the Civil Rights Act passes.
1956—Jesus Christ “GG” Allin, the 
most depraved punk rocker in history, 
is born in Lancaster, New Hampshire. 
1921—Coal companies use hired 
airplanes to drop bombs on miners at 
Blair Mountain, West Virginia.
1787—Though dropped the day be-
fore when two objected, on this day 
The Framers agree: fugitive slaves 
“shall be delivered up to the person 
justly claiming their service or labor.”
1786—Farmers in Northampton, 
Mass.—many Revolution vets—close 
the courts to prevent foreclosures.

2011—The Federal Election Commis-
sion bestirs itself and OKs an investiga-
tion of Rep. Frank Guinta [R-N.H.].
2007—Unbeknownst to the pilots, a 
B-52 takes off from N.D. with six live 
nukes onboard. Arriving in La., it sits 
unguarded from noon to 10:00 p.m.
2004—To milk 9/11 for all it’s worth, 
the RNC convenes in New York City. 
Attendees mock John Kerry and 
wounded vets in general by wearing 
“Purple Heart” band-aids. 
1979—Deftly wielding a canoe pad-
dle, President Carter fends off a de-
ranged swamp rabbit.
1979—For the first time, astronomers 
observe a comet hitting the sun.
1967—Thurgood Marshall becomes 
the first Black Associate Justice.
1964—At the Democratic Conven-
tion, an all-white delegation from 
Mississippi is seated while a Black 
protest delegation is not.
1963—The White House and the 
Kremlin get connected by “Hot Line.”
1950—At a closed Senate Appro-
priations hearing, Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson takes a swing at Sen. 
Kenneth Wherry (R-Neb.) but is re-
strained by a State Dept. lawyer.
1918—Fanya Kaplan, 28, shoots Le-
nin, who’s badly wounded but lives. 
She’s summarily shot days later.
1893—Huey “The Kingfish” Long is 
born in Winnfield, La.
1813—Drunken officers are playing 
cards when 800 Creeks attack Ft. 
Mims, Ala.; of 500 whites, 15 survive.

2019—Meteorologist-in-Chief Don-
ald J. Trump tweets that Hurricane 
Dorian will hit Alabama hard. 
2005—New Orleans Mayor Ray 
Nagin calls for George W.[MD] Bush 
and FEMA to “get off your asses and 
do something” about his flooded city.
1989—Narcs trying to score crack 
near the White House for a George 
H.[H.]W. Bush presidential photo-op 
get the drug on their third try but not 
the film—their camera operator gets 
mugged by a homeless person.
1989—Bible-thumping huckster Jim 
Bakker’s fraud trial is briefly interrupt-
ed when, professing that he’s halluci-
nating, he’s taken to a mental institu-
tion in handcuffs and leg shackles.
1983—The USSR shoots down KAL 
Flight 007. Among the victims: Con-
gressman [and John Birch Society 
President] Larry McDonald (R-Ga.).
1982—The U.S. Air Force Space 
Command becomes operational.
1970—“This [Senate] chamber reeks 
of blood,” says George McGovern.
1952—A freak wind hits Carswell 
AFB in Texas knocking two-thirds of 
SAC’s B-29s out of commission. 
1894—Thomas P. “Boston” Cor-
bett, the self-castrating Cavalryman 
who shot John Wilkes Booth, dies in 
Hinckley, Minn. along with 800 oth-
ers in a four-hour firestorm.
1862—At the Battle of Chantilly, 
Union General Philip Kearny utters 
his last words: “The Rebel bullet that 
can kill me has not yet been molded.”

1983—Mississippi’s execution of 
Jimmy Lee Gray goes poorly; execu-
tioner T. Berry Bruce is drunk. Offi-
cials clear the witness room after eight 
minutes, as Gray gasps, moans, and 
bangs his head on a steel pole. 
1945—V-J Day—Japan surrenders to 
General “Dugout Doug” MacArthur 
aboard a battleship named after Pres. 
Harry S Truman’s home state.
1945—Cribbing freely from the U.S. 
Declaration of Independence, Ho Chi 
Minh declares Vietnam to be sover-
eign and independent.
1939—G-Man J. Edgar Hoover cre-
ates a “Custodial Detention Index,” a 
list of left wingers to detain without 
trial in case of “national emergency.”
1935—Recently rousted from Wash-
ington, D.C. by General Douglas 
MacArthur, 259 veterans working 
on the Overseas Highway are among 
those killed by the Labor Day Hur-
ricane when it hits the Florida Keys.
1921—Two battalions of U.S. troops 
finally convince miners on Blair Mtn., 
W.Va. to begin disarming. 
1898—At Omdurman, British Max-
ims firing Dum-Dums kill 15,000 
spear-wielding Sudanese in one day.
1885—White railroad workers riot-
ing in Rock Springs, Wyo. massacre 
28 Chinese railroad workers.
1864—One day after Confederate 
troops bug out, Union forces enter and 
occupy Atlanta, Georgia. 
1666—The Great Fire of London de-
stroys 10,000 buildings in three days.

2003—Because life is sacred, Florida 
poisons Paul Hill, who shotgunned 
Dr. John Britton and his bodyguard 
because life is sacred. Rinse & repeat.
1991—Locked doors, dead phones, 
and a lack of fire alarms kill 25 work-
ers in a North Carolina chicken plant.
1971—As Richard Nixon speaks at a 
Milk Producers’ convention in Chica-
go, an aide pockets his fee: a $5,000 
bribe, which will pay the Plumbers 
who are, this day, breaking into the 
office of Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-
trist—at Nixon’s behest.
1955—Mamie Till Mobley holds an 
open-casket funeral for her murdered 
and mutilated son Emmett.
1950—American advisors arrive in 
Saigon to support NATO: France 
wants Vietnam, so the U.S. helps it 
fight Vietnamese anti-colonialists.
1948—Duval County officials “find” 
200 votes, making LBJ a Senator.
1925—On a PR tour of the Midwest, 
ordered by Navy brass over the ob-
jections of its Commander, an Ohio 
native who knows its summer storms, 
the airship USS Shenandoah crashes in 
Ohio in a summer storm; 14 die.
1923—Milo, Maine holds a Cen-
tennial Parade. Marchers include 75 
Klansmen in full, hooded regalia.
1903—Griffith J. Griffith, the closet-
ed drunk who gave Los Angeles Grif-
fith Park in 1896, shoots his kneeling 
wife for conspiring with the Pope to 
poison him. She loses an eye but lives, 
he gets two years in San Quentin.

2019—To prove that his Hurricane 
Dorian prediction was perfect, Don-
ald J. Trump displays a fake map.
1992—Ex-South Vietnamese fighter 
pilot Ly Tong hijacks an Air Vietnam 
Airbus out of Bangkok. As it flies low 
and slow over Ho Chi Minh City, he 
drops revolutionary propaganda, then 
safely parachutes—but into captivity.
1976—George W.[MD] Bush is ar-
rested for DUI in Kennebunk, Maine.
1973—R. Nixon’s flunkies John Eh-
rlichman and G. Gordon Liddy are 
indicted for felonious burgling.
1967—“I just had the greatest brain-
washing … [in] Vietnam,” says Gov. 
George Romney (R-Mich.).
1957—Ford’s Edsel debuts.
1957—Gov. Orval Faubus [Dem.] or-
ders the Arkansas National Guard to 
keep nine Black children from enter-
ing Little Rock Central High school.
1949—In Peekskill, N.Y., after a Paul 
Robeson concert, a mob, including 
cops, beats the audience, including 
Eugene Bullard, a Black WW I flier.
1942—The Washington Post reports 
that an anti-aircraft gunner has ac-
cidentally hit the Lincoln Memorial 
with three .50 caliber rounds.
1918—U.S. troops land at Archangel, 
Russia, to “protect American interests.”
1886—Apache chief Geronimo sur-
renders at Arizona’s Skeleton Canyon.
1875—Whites in Clinton, Miss. 
slaughter 50 Blacks at random.
1833—The [N.Y.] Sun hires Barney 
Flaherty, 10, America’s first newsboy.

2005—Barbara Bush says Hurricane 
Katrina was “working very well” for 
thousands of homeless refugees.
2002—Portsmouth loses Jay Smith, 
creator of the Press Room, Patron 
Saint of The Music Hall, &c. RIP.
1991—The D.C. home of Sen. Jesse 
Helms [R-N.C.] is covered by a giant 
condom, courtesy of ACT UP.
1990—Los Angeles Police Chief 
Darryl Gates tell the Senate Judicia-
ry Committee that “casual drug users 
should be taken out and shot.”
1939—Arriving in Australia from 
Ulm, Germany, after a kayak trip 
that took seven years, Oskar Speck is 
detained for seven more years as a spy.
1934—N.C. Gov. John Ehringhaus 
[Dem.] calls out the National Guard 
to break a textile strike. Other states 
follow with pro-plutocracy actions.
1931—Consolidated Edison worker 
George Metesky is injured on the job. 
Denied Workmen’s Compensation, 
“The Mad Bomber” plants 32 bombs 
over 16 years before he’s caught.
1930—Carl Panzram to Leaven-
worth’s hangman: “Hurry it up you 
Hoosier bastard. I could hang a dozen 
men while you’re screwing around.”
1925—Colonel Billy Mitchell blames 
the recent crash of the Shenandoah on 
the “almost treasonable negligence” of 
the Navy & War Dept.’s top brass.
1917—The Justice [Hah!] Depart-
ment raids Socialist Party and IWW 
offices nationwide and shuts down the 
newspaper American Socialist.

2010—Alabama prison officials ban 
the reading of a Pulitzer-winning his-
tory of Black forced labor.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush Chief 
of Staff Andy Card says, “From a mar-
keting point of view, you don’t intro-
duce new products [i.e., wars based on 
false premises] in August.”
1978—The U.S. House opens hear-
ings on the assassinations of JFK & 
MLK. On Dec. 30th they conclude 
that conspiracies were likely.
1966—“Star Trek” starts.
1964—Thousands of white kids riot 
in Hampton Beach, N.H., causing ex-
tensive property damage. Bill Loeb’s 
Union Leader blames it on the pinkos.
1949—World War II vet and devout 
churchgoer Howard Unruh kills 13 of 
his N.J. neighbors in 12 minutes.
1939—Britain’s legendary Spitfire 
gets its first ‘kill.’ It’s a British Hur-
ricane mistaken for a German plane.
1939—FDR OKs FBI investigation 
of “subversive activity.” Oops….
1901—Pres. Wm. McKinley is assas-
sinated by anarchist Leon Czolgosz.
1872—Rather than pay his deputy a 
$10 fee, Erie County Sheriff and fu-
ture 22nd and 24th President Grover 
“Big Steve” Cleveland hangs moth-
er-murderer Patrick Morrissey. 
1869—Pennsylvania’s Avondale Col-
liery catches fire while 200 men are 
underground; 110 of them die. Man-
agement tries to blames the miners, 
but their union fights back and wins 
some basic mine safety regulation.
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