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The Fortnightly Rant

Welcome to the Spectacle

hirteen days ago we actually

thought that we already had
the subject for our next Rant. Will
we never learn?

On the morning of September
6th, McDonald’s most famous cus-
tomer, formerly known as The Don-
ald, posted an Al-generated image
of himself, dressed up as Lt. Col.
“Bill” Kilgore, squatting most im-
probably for a man of his true girth.
Behind him: red and yellow fire,
Huey helicopters, and the skyline
of Chicago. A hand-lettered legend
read, “Chipocalypse Now.”

The President of the United
States threw in a little bonus for the
literate among his followers: a text
reading, “I love the smell of depor-
tations in the morning...” Chicago
about to find out why it’s called the
Department of WAR.”

'The blood-chilling intent of this
ominous declaration of impending
civil war against the nation’s Sec-
ond City was undercut somewhat
by a tonal misstep. Following all this
Coppola-esque sturm und drang,
were three cute little helicopter
emoijis, looking like they got lost on
their way to the Pixar studio.

Taking understandable offense
at this was a real-life U.S. Army
helicopter pilot, who retired as a
Lieutenant Colonel. Tammy Duck-
worth, now a U.S. Senator, wrote
“Take off that Cavalry hat, you draft
dodger. You didn't earn the right to
wear it. Stolen valor at its worst.”

A purported Chicagoan calling
himself @BestDanTake quickly de-
ployed his First Amendment right
to reply. “Since you don't know what
Al images are, I figured I would put
one up that I wished was true.” It
shows a gleefully grinning Donald
Trump, wearing a big black cowboy
hat minus the Cavalry tassels, push-
ing Tammy Duckworth, in a wheel-
chair, off a cliff.

'The next day NBC White House
reporter Yamiche Alcindor, the
daughter of Haitian immigrants,
had the gall to ask the President if
he meant what he tweeted: “Are you
trying to go to war with Chicago?”

Trump “fired back,” according to
Yahoo's transcription of the interac-
tion, “When you say
that, darling, that’s
fake news.” Alcindor
quickly responded,
‘Well, why would
you use the Department of De-
fense?”

Clearly affronted, the President
dodged the question, told Alcindor
to shut up,and insulted her. “Listen,”
he said. “Be quiet. Listen. You don't
listen. You never listen. That’s why
you're second-rate.”

Having thus established his dom-
inance by browbeating a Black fe-
male member of the news media,
Trump backed down, saying, “We're
not going to war, were going to clean
up our cities. ... That’s not war.”

So, for the record, it was still news

when, two weeks ago, the President
joked about starting a civil war. But
what we had thought would be a
feast turned out to be merely an Aors
dveuvre.

All that foofaraw is now nearly
forgotten. The relevant neurons in
our collective hive brain have been
overwritten, blasted, as it were, by a
Men In Black Neuralizer,™ and en-
coded with imagery from this cen-
tury’s equivalent of the Confederate
bombardment of Fort Sumter.

Last week, under blue skies in lily-
white Utah, before Elohim and a
thousand iPhones, Charlie Kirk was
asked a question about, of all things,
transgender American mass shoot-
ers. Like a poker player raising a bet,
in coded language, Kirk dragged
race into the conversation with his
last breath.

We need not dwell on the very
graphic particulars of the ensuing
event. We will only note that if such
an institution existed, it would be
immortalized as a full-scale exhibit
in the Spectacle Hall of Fame and/
or Infamy.*

Kirk was killed, according to
prosecutors, by a young man from
a good, religious, Republican fam-
ily, who, no doubt due to the evil
influence of leftist propaganda, had
entered into a relationship with an-
other young man transitioning to
become a woman. So, there were
two fatalities in Orem that day: the
Republican boy wonder, and our old
friend, Irony.

New post-assassination Rules
of Behavior are being hammered
out by the proponents of individual
liberty even as we go to press. Wash-
ington Post columnist Karen Attiah
has already been fired for sharing a
screenshot quoting Charlie Kirk.
In memory of her loss of gain-
ful employment, we offer up this
Snopes-verified quote from Kirk,
uttered on April 5,2023:

“I think it’s worth to have a cost
of, unfortunately, some gun deaths
every single year so that we can have
the Second Amendment to protect
our other God-given rights. That is
a prudent deal. It is rational.”

Where this all goes from here may

\ depend on whether
we non-fascists are
willing to do as we're
told, i.e., sit down
and shut the fuck up.
If not, it will only be our fault when
they come for us.

On the other hand, if we do as
we're told, then everything will be
just fine—presuming, that is, that
we'll be content to live in a fascist
police state.

* Here we use the term ‘spectacle’ in the
sense employed by Guy Debord in 7he Soci-
ety of the Spectacle: “All that once was direct-
y lived has become mere representation;”
“[PJassive identification with the spectacle
supplants genuine activity.” The spectacle
prevents individuals from realizing that
the society of spectacle is only a moment in
history, one that can be overturned through
revolution. — Wikipedia
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Announcing a New Organization— Seacoast Friends Preserving Democracy (SFPD)

“Ihe Constitution is on fire and we need to

quickly find the fire extinguisher.”— (Rich DiPentima)

eacoast Friends Preserving De-

mocracy (SFPD) has recently
formed in response to current threats
to our constitutional democracy.

We are four local Portsmouth res-
idents who have joined together as a
result of the urgent need to protect
and preserve our democracy and to
resist the current chaotic regime, the
move toward authoritarianism, and
the possible collapse of our economy
and public health systems.

We encourage independents, dis-
enfranchised voters, and all big “D”
and small “d” Democrats from Sea-
coast Maine and New Hampshire
to join us in these crucial efforts to
protect our two-hundred-and forty-
nine-year-old democracy.

Our mission is to advocate for a
healthy democracy, democratic val-
ues, and the protection of our con-
stitutional rights.

We are inviting you to join us in
preserving our democracy. To that

end, our organization plans to of-
fer opportunities that address civic
education, to provide information
about becoming more involved in
our democratic processes, to attend
public hearings, to collaborate with
existing organizations that value de-
mocracy, and to encourage commu-
nity-building activities. The sands
in our democracy’s hour glass are
quickly falling and time is running
out. The time to act is now.

'The Seacoast Friends Preserving
Democracy (SFPD) does not accept
donations or endorse candidates for
public office.

Seacoast Friends Preserving De-
mocracy (SFPD): Peter Somssich,
Former N.H. State Representative;
Rich DiPentima, Former N.H.
State Representative; Brian Wazlaw,
Former N.H. State Representative;
Linda Stewart, Associate Professor
Emerita.

Portsmouth Democratic Roundtable

September 23, 2025
'The monthly Portsmouth Demo-

cratic Roundtable is held on the 4th
Tuesday of each month, from 6:00
— 8 p.m.— please note the new start
time. In September the Roundtable
will be on Sept. 23rd. Call or con-
tact Peter Somssich for the location.
'The Roundtable is an opportunity
to socialize with Democrats and
other friends without any agenda
or rigid structure. It is an oppor-
tunity for new residents of Ports-
mouth to meet those involved in the
Portsmouth Democrats and learn
of opportunities to get involved,
suggest new ideas, or be supportive
of planned initiatives. This event is
co- Sponsored by the Portsmouth
Democrats and the Seacoast Friends
Preserving Democracy (SFPD).

Next month the Roundtable
will be on Oct. 28. For information
or questions please contact Peter
Somssich at (603) 436-5382 (No
Texts Please) or peter.somssich@
gmail.com.

BeTTER OLD NEWs THAN NEW LIES

News and Notes
eremiah O’'Nelil, one of a gang of
four white loafers who undertook
to give two colored men an unpro-
voked thrashing in Providence, R.L.,
Sept. 15th, was fatally shot by one of
the colored men.

There was a free fight in the
Westminster Presbyterian church at
St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 16th, over the
alleged immorality of the late pastor.
'The police quelled the riot.

Charles Kinsel of Philadelphia is
experimenting with an air-sailing
ship.

The mugwump bosses of New
York have ordered their followers to
vote against Hill for governor.

A full-blooded negro testified in a
rich Irish brogue before a Brooklyn

court the other day. He was born in
Ireland.

A good file is now a part of a
tramp’s outfit. He finds it useful
when there is a barbed wire fence
between him and something desir-
able.

At Manchester, Mo., Andre
Rhuel, a farmer, was thrashed by
Fred Fink, for talking about Mrs.
Annie Fink, Fred’s sister. Rhuel shot
both the Finks dead, and then killed
himself.

Large quantities of crude opium
are imported into British Columbia,
paying a small duty. It is then man-
ufactured and sent to the Canadian
border, and from there smuggled
into the United States.

'The Old Colony railroad officials

are much exercised over several re-
cent attempts to wreck trains by ob-
structing the tracks.

'The doctors’evidence in the mat-
ter of the Whitechapel murder gave
it as his opinion that the mutilation
was committed after the death of the
victim, by a person having accurate
anatomical knowledge, and for the
purpose of obtaining possession of
some parts which had disappeared.

‘The missionary societies are clam-
oring for an inquiry to be made into
the charges against the late Maj.
Barttelot and Henry M. Stanley. The
charges are cruelty toward the na-
tives and a readiness to shoot them

Better Old News
fo page rwo
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White House Working to Criminalize Left-Wing Dissent as ‘Domestic Terror’in Wake of Kirk Murder

by Brett Wilkins

enior Trump administration of-

ficials on Monday made fresh
threats to crack down on a nonex-
istent left-wing “domestic terror
movement” following last week’s as-
sassination of Charlie Kirk—a move
that critics called an attempt to ex-
ploit the far-right firebrand’s murder
to advance an authoritarian agenda
targeting nonviolent opposition.

Even as investigators work to de-
termine the motive of Kirk’s killer,
members of Trump’s inner circle
and supporters have amplified an
unfounded narrative of a coordinat-
ed leftist movement targeting con-
servatives.

According to Zhe New York Times:

“On Monday, two senior admin-
istration officials, who spoke anon-
ymously to describe the internal
planning, said that Cabinet secre-
taries and federal department heads
were working to identify organiza-
tions that funded or supported vio-
lence against conservatives. The goal,
they said, was to categorize left-wing
activity that led to violence as do-
mestic terrorism, an escalation that
critics said could lay the groundwork
for crushing anti-conservative dis-
sent more broadly.”

Appearing on the latest episode of
“The Charlie Kirk Show” podcast—
which was guest hosted by U.S.
Vice President JD Vance—White
House Deputy Chief of Staff Ste-
phen Miller said that “we are going
to use every resource we have at the
Department of Justice, Homeland
Security, and throughout this gov-
ernment to identify, disrupt, dis-

mantle, and destroy these networks
and make America safe again for the
American people.”

“It will happen, and we will do it
in Charlie’s name,” Miller vowed.

Vance said during the podcast
that he wanted to explore “all of
the ways that we're trying to figure
out how to prevent this festering
violence that you see on the far left
from becoming even more and more
mainstream.”

“You have the crazies on the far
left who are saying, ‘Oh, Stephen
Miller and JD Vance, they’re going
to go after constitutionally protect-
ed speech,” the vice president said.
“We're going to go after the network
that foments, facilitates, and engages
in violence.”

Vance, who like Trump and nu-
merous supporters claim to cham-
pion free speech, also took aim at
“people who are celebrating” Kirk’s
killing.

Another unnamed administration
official told the 7imes Monday that
government agencies would be in-
vestigating people, including those
accused of vandalizing Tesla electric
vehicles and dealerships and al-
legedly assaulting federal immigra-
tion agents, in an effort to implicate
U.S. leftists in political violence.

Vance and Miller’s threats ignored
right-wing violence—which statis-
tically outpaces left-wing attacks—
including the recent assassinations
of Democratic Minnesota House
Speaker Melissa Hortman and her
husband Mark Hortman, who were
murdered in June by a right-wing
masked gunman disguised as a po-
lice officer.
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What a dszrence a murder makes. Last

Sunday afternoon, at about the

same location where a lone woman has often stood to protest Israel’s geno-
cide in Gaza, this fellow held up a sign in remembrance of Turning Point
UsA fozmder Charlie Kirk, who was recently assassinated in Utab.

Investigative reporter Jason Pala-
dino reported last week that the U.S.
Department of Justice apparently
removed an academic study pre-
viously published on the National
Institute for Justice’s online library
showing that “since 1990, far-right
extremists have committed far more
ideologically motivated homicides
than far-left or radical Islamist ex-
tremists, including 227 events that
took more than 520 lives”versus “42
ideologically motivated attacks that
took 78 lives” committed by “far-left
extremists.”

Responding to Miller’s remarks,
New Republic staft writer Greg
Sargent noted on social media that
“Stephen Miller was directly in-
volved in one of the largest acts of
organized domestic political vio-
lence the United States has seen in
modern times, the January 6 [2021]
insurrection.”

Congresswoman Diana DeGette
(D-Colo.) weighed in Monday on
Miller’s attempt to exploit Kirk’s
murder, writing on the social me-
dia site Bluesky that “it’s never ac-
ceptable to kill someone for their
political beliefs. But the Trump [ad-
ministration] exploiting the shoot-
ing of Charlie Kirk to follow their
authoritarian instincts and crack
down on the left is incredibly dis-
turbing.”

“We must end any form of polit-
ical violence—and reject those who
try to exploit it,” she added.

Democratic California Gov.
Gavin Newsom noted Monday on
social media that Miller “has already
publicly labeled the Democratic
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Right wingers claim the left is far more violent than the right. The facts
say otherwise. A Department of Justice study found that, since 1990, “far—
right extremists have committed far more ideologically motivated homi-
cides than far—lcft or radical Islamist extremists, including 227 events that
took more than 520 lives. In this same period, far—le 1 extremists commit-
ted 42 ideologically motivated attacks that took 78 lives.” Since these facts
contradict the Oﬁcial White House Line, that study, available online as
recently as September 12th, has since been sent down the Memory Hole.

Party as a terrorist organization.”

“This isn’t about crime and safety,”
Newsom added. “It’s about disman-
tling our democratic institutions.
We cannot allow acts of political vi-
olence to be weaponized and used to
threaten tens of millions of Ameri-
cans.”

'The progressive Working Families
Party (WEFP) said Monday on social
media that “JD Vance and Stephen
Miller want to use the horrifying
murder of Charlie Kirk to target and
dismantle pro-democracy groups.”

“Their comments call to mind
some of the darkest periods in U.S.
history,” WEP continued. “They’re
dividing people based on what box

we ticked on our voter registration.”

Vance and Miller “want to stoke
fear and resentment to justify their
un-American crackdowns on free
speech, mass abductions of working
people, and military takeovers of
our cities,” WFP added. “This isn't
going to fly. We've survived crises
like this before as a country, and we
can choose to live in a place where
our political freedoms are protected,
where we settle disagreements with
words not weapons, and where no
one has to fear losing a loved one to
gun violence.”

Brett Wilkins is a staff writer for
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons

(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
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for disobedience.

Patrick McCarthy, the Biddeford
florist who left his green house and
family so mysteriously more than a
year ago, causing the community to
believe him dead or temporarily in-
sane, has returned. He says he went
away to get rid of domestic compli-
cations.

Since the building of the big Deer
street sewer the smelt fishing of the
north millpond has revived, and the
millbridge is now at favorable times
of the tide lined with amateur fish-
erman of all ages, reminding one of
old times, before the breweries pol-
luted the pond and made the sewer
a necessity.

There are but fifteen prisoners in
the Portsmouth jail, and most of
them are waiting the October term
of the supreme court.

'The long-talked-of meat refriger-
ator for Swift & Co., of Chicago, will
be erected on the corner of Vaughan
and Green streets in this city im-
mediately. The contracts have been
awarded, the mason work to Mr.
Enoch J. Connor and the carpenter
work to Mr. Joseph W. Marden.

Quite a large party of Gypsies
were encamped on Lafayette road,
just this side of the bridge over Sag-
amore creek, Monday evening.

'The sun, or something which was
taken to be the sun, was seen by
several people in this city on Sun-
day; there was some doubt as to its

identity, but the weight of opinion
seemed to be in favor of the theory
that it was the sun.

‘The weather the past week was of
the most inferior quality, light rains
alternating with heavy ones nearly
all the time excepting on Wednes-
day, when it heldup long enough for
the firement to parade. It was the
week of the harvest moon, accord-
ing to the almanacs, and possibly
that moon was around; her presence
could not be authoritatively deter-
mined, at all events, as the heavens
were not to be seen. Of what use a
harvest moon could be, with noth-
ing but water to harvest, is not ap-
parent.

to next page
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Tariff Chaos Engulfs U.S. Economy

“Poor and working people are paying the price” of the
presidents tariff policies, said Rep. Pramila Jayapal

by Brad Reed

U S consumers are increas-
o KJ ¢ ingly feeling the impact
of President Donald Trump’s tariffs,
and the head of the Congressional
Budget Office said on Monday that
they are fueling inflation.

During an appearance on
CNBC, Congressional Budget Of-
fice (CBO) director Phillip Swagel
said that the president’s tariffs have
pushed up inflation more than the
agency initially anticipated, although
he emphasized that their impact on
inflation so far was “not by a lot, but
by enough to show”in the numbers.

Swagel also said that the high-
er-than-expected inflation was a
surprise because there are signs that
the U.S. economy has slowed signifi-
cantly since January.

CNN on Tuesday published an
analysis using numbers from the
Yale Budget Lab estimating that
Trump’s tariffs will cost U.S. house-
holds an average of $2,300 extra per
year, which is nearly three times as
much as the $800 U.S. households
are projected to receive on average
from new tax provisions contained
in the Republicans’“One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act”that passed earlier this
year.

'The combined distributional im-
pacts of the Trump tariffs and the
GOP tax law are also highly regres-
sive. According to CNN's analysis, a
household with annual earnings of
$38,840 would be $2,560 worse off
thanks to the tariffs and the tax law,

while households earning $517,700
would be $8,180 better off.

The Washington Post on Tuesday
reported that Trumps tariffs arent
just hurting Americans in the U.S,,
but those living abroad as well.

As explained by the Post, Ameri-
cans living abroad have been unable
to send mail to the U.S. without pay-
ing hefty fines thanks to the chaos
being caused by Trumpss tariffs. The
reason for this, writes the paper, is
that Trump earlier this year canceled
a policy known as the de minimis ex-
emption, effective August 29, that
“alowed the tariff-free flow of goods
under $800 into the United States.”

'This has led not just to increased
shipping costs for Americans living
abroad, but has also resulted in for-
eign nations slowing or even out-
right halting shipments to the U.S.
because they are unsure about how
to calculate the costs.

“Contfusion about the rules have
[sic] led to issues since the exemp-
tion was lifted on August 29,” the
Post wrote. “At first, national postal
services in more than 30 countries
temporarily suspended sending
some or most U.S.-bound packages.
Since then, restrictions have eased,
and the Universal Postal Union de-
ployed a tool this week to help op-
erators calculate duties and resume
services.”

Reacting to fresh revelations
about the impact of the tariffs, many
progressive Democrats hammered
Trump for increasing the cost of liv-
ing for working-class families.

There seem to have been an unusual number of bizarre and sketchy events
lately. It enough to make one want to seek out some calm and quiet locale,
a peaceful place where one can sit for a while and simply enjoy, for exam-
ple, a mild and sunny day. This place, for instance. Curiously, last Sunday
afternoan, our Wandering Photographer found it nearly deserted.
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“Under Donald Trump’s econ-
omy: coffee is up 26 percent, beef
is up 14 percent, oranges are up 17
percent, bananas are up 6 percent,
chicken is up 6 percent, chocolate
chip cookies are up 5 percent, potato
chips are up 4 percent, milk is up 4
percent,”wrote Sen. Elizabeth War-
ren (D-Mass.). “But average worker
pay is only up 2 percent. Trumpfla-
tion is eating up your paycheck.”

Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.)
added that “from school supplies to
gas to groceries, Trump is making
your life more expensive.”

“Poor and working people are
paying the price of his reckless poli-
cies,”said the congresswoman.

Sen. Alex Padilla (D-Calif), a

member of the Senate Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources,
took to the Senate floor on Mon-
day to single out a different Trump
policy that he said was also raising
prices for U.S. consumers—namely,
his attacks on green energy projects.

“This administration is shameless-
ly working to block one of our best
defenses against rising energy bills:
renewable energy,” Padilla said. “And
I say so because renewable energy is
absolutely affordable, renewable en-
ergy is abundant, and whether you
want to admit it or not, renewable
energy sources are our future.”

The senator also pointed to his
home state of California as an ex-
ample of what can happen when the

government encourages the devel-
opment of green energy projects.

“[California is] harnessing the
power of solar and wind and hy-
droelectric power and nuclear, geo-
thermal, even hydrogen power to
our state,” he said. “And it’s exactly
because of those investments that
even in a year like 2024, just last
year, when we experienced record
heatwaves that we also saw record
renewable energy generation, and
we kept the lights on.”

Brad Reed is a staff writer for
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to
republish and share widely.
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A correspondent—one of our
most prominent and respected cit-
izens, by the way—in a communi-
cation makes complaint of the lack
of energy displayed by the police.
Having no fruit trees in our garden
for the hoodlums to plunder, and
no front steps on which loafers can
conveniently congregate o’ nights,
we cannot speak from experience
in regard to the nuisances in those
directions of which he complains,
but we can assert that never within
the past twenty years has the side-
walk-loafer nuisance been more
prevalent and annoying than during
the last few months.

A young American eagle is on
exhibition at Michael J. Ryan’s place
on Water street. The bird was cap-
tured off Thatcher’s island by one of
the crew of a coal steamer which ar-
rived in this port on Saturday, having
been blown off the land by the gale
of Friday, and settled in the steamer’s
rigging for a rest that night. The bird
eats beef with evident relish, and
is now quite gentle, but when age
comes on he may develop the same
qualities as the nation of which he is
the emblem, and show an uncom-
fortable readiness to engage in a row.

There were one barque, one
coal-barge, one coal steamer, two
four-masted schooners, a number
of three-masted schooners, several

brickers, lumber-loaded vessels, and
a lot of fishing vessels, in the harbor
during the storm of Monday and
Tuesday.

“Old Dr. Baker,” as he is famil-
iarly known in these parts, is on his
annual circuit around here. The old
gentleman has failed much since his
last previous visit, judging from his
looks as he wearily plods along un-
der the heavy burdens of wares and
weight of years. He seems an object
of pity to all, though he does not ask
it from any.

The New Hampshire Gazette
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Murph’s Fortnightly Quote
“We'll probably go after people like you,
because you treat me so unfairly.”

— President Donald Trump,
to an ABC reporter, 9/15/25

John@uwordpraxis.com

“It is a tragedy, perbaps, that human beings can
get so much energy and enthusiasm from hate.”

- Kurt Vonnegut
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Beware of
Cruise Ships

- a Bar Harbor reader
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More Pertinent Questions for The Charlatan
Dear Editor;

This past week saw the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, aka “The
Charlatan,” grilled, roasted and fried
to a crisp in front of a bipartisan panel
of Congress critters. Between gasping
for breath and lying through his teeth,
we didn't learn much we didn’t already
know. I would like to have heard the
senators ask the following questions.

Q: Mr. Secretary, you repeatedly and
constantly trash the data produced by
the CDC, whether it’s Covid-relat-
ed or pertains to other health issues.
When asked to produce an answer in-
volving data, you first say you need to
look at the data, then you say the data
is garbage. You have taken a strong
stand against vaccines, claiming that
they cause autism, are ineffective, can
result in death, etc., etc. On what basis
do you make these claims? Where is
YOUR data to back up your assump-
tions that vaccines not only don't work
but that they actually are harmful to
us? Why do you disbelieve CDC data
that is science-based and peer-re-
viewed? Tell us, is the earth round, or
is it flat? Does the sun rise or does the
earth revolve? How do you know?

Q: As a follow-up to my first ques-
tion, if not vaccines to stop the spread
of highly contagious and lethal dis-
eases, then what? Bleach? Ivermectin?
'The insertion of fluorescent light tubes
into bodily cavities? What is your view
of “herd immunity”? Do you believe
that if one has been exposed to and
contracted a deadly disease, that that
person should just accept it and die?
Why is everyone who disagrees with
you wrong and everything coming out
of your head the gospel truth? What
effect do you think your brain worm
has had on your cognitive abilities? Do
you still use heroin?

There is a sliver of hope. This quack
could be gone as of the next issue
of this paper, since the dictator was
caught on tape yesterday saying that
vaccines are effective. As the dictator
himselfis so fond of saying, we’ll know
more in two weeks. Maybe.

John C. Ficor

Richmond, Va.

John:

How would you feel about moving fo

New Hampshire and running for Sen-
ate?
The Editor

Is Qur Economy Great Yet?
To the Editor:

In 2024, under President Biden,
job production averaged 186,000 per
month. Candidate Trump called that
disastrous. He said his tax cuts for the
rich would produce a booming econo-
my. Instead, job production has fallen
off a cliff. Total job production for the
three months of May, June, and July
was just over 100,000. August pro-
duced 22,000 jobs. June lost 17,000
jobs. Under Biden 592,000 jobs were
produced from May through July of
2024.

Before this year, if persons on Med-
icaid lost their job, they did not lose
their health care. Now they will, not
because they are lazy, but because the
economy is not producing enough
new jobs and Trump’s party decided
the poor needed to lose benefits to pay
for tax cuts for the rich. This applies
only to the poor. Congress does not
work a day in August, yet they keep
their health care. They havent passed
any of the bills necessary to run the
government beginning in September,
yet they took August off and kept their
health care.

'The time has come for voters to re-
alize that Trump and his party are not
good for the economy, public health, or
anyone except the richest Americans.

Wialter Hamilton

Portsmouth N.H.

Walter:

We havve long thought that the public
and the media tend to overestimate the
degree of influence presidents have on the
economy. We are still not sure they can do
all that much in the way of improvement.
As for wreckage? We stand corrected.

The Editor

The People of Claremont Deserve Justice
To the Editor:

For more than three decades, the
people of Claremont have been fight-
ing for something that most Granite
Staters have taken for granted: fair and
equitable funding for their children’s
education. They have won multiple
court victories, and judges across New
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Hampshire have reafhirmed what we
already know: our current method of
funding public schools is regressive
and unjust.

Yet this fall, the children of Clare-
mont are faced with a school system
that is on the brink of collapse; teach-
ers are being laid off, sports teams are
without transportation, and residents
are bracing for tax increases.

Under today’s system, towns that are
property-poor pay a far greater share
of their personal income towards pub-
lic education than towns blessed with
property wealth. This structure does
more than imbalance the tax burden;
itlocks in inequality. The rich get rich-
er, while children in struggling com-
munities see their schools starved of
resources. The result is an education
system where opportunity depends
not on a child’s talent or determina-
tion, but on their zip code.

That is not justice. That is not the
New Hampshire way.

As governor, I will work with the
legislature to deliver the justice Cla-
remont has long been denied: a fair,
statewide system for funding pub-
lic schools in which no community
is punished for its lack of property
wealth. Every child, whether they live
in Claremont, Portsmouth, or Pitts-
burg, deserves the same chance at a
quality education.

But reforming funding alone is
not enough. If the state is to assume
the majority of school financing, as
the courts have mandated, then we
must also rethink how our schools are
managed. That means reducing bloat-
ed administration, finding efficien-
cies through economies of scale, and
building real accountability into the
system. For too long, the state has tak-
en a hands-oft approach, leaving the
poorest towns to struggle on their own
while wealthier cities prosper.

'The Claremont community dared
to challenge this inequity thirty years
ago. Their fight was not just for them-
selves. It was for every family across
New Hampshire. It is time for us
to honor that fight, not with emp-
ty words or half measures, but with
the meaningful change our courts,
our teachers, and most importantly,
our children have long deserved. The
people of Claremont asked for justice.
New Hampshire owes it to them, and
to every child in this state, to finally
deliver it.

Jon Kiper,

Candidate for Governor of N.H.

Newmarket, N.H.

Jon:

Scanning New Hampshire’s political
landscape, we don’t see many signs of
hape. Thanks for providing one.

The Editor

Our Murderer-in-Chief
Dear Editor:

As reported by Heather Cox Rich-
ardson regarding the destruction of a
civilian boat in international waters
killing 11 people, she quoted retired
Navy captain Jon Duffy who wrote
an op-ed published in Defense One,
which covers issues of national secu-
rity. Dufty warned that “[t]he United
States has crossed a dangerous line”
into “lawless power,” operating with-
out regard to the law.

Dufty reminded readers of the
Supreme Court’s July 2024 ruling in
Donald J. Trump v. United States that
the president cannot be prosecuted
for crimes committed while exercising
official duties. He noted that experts
warned that the decision would “give
the commander-in-chief license to
commit murder,”but a majority of the
court dismissed those concerns. “Now;,”
he writes, “the president has ordered
killings in international waters. Eleven
people are dead, not through due pro-
cess but by fiat. The defense secretary
boasts about it on television. And the
president will face no consequences.”

“This is no longer abstract,” Dufty
writes. “The law has been rewritten in
real time: a president can kill,and there
is no recourse. That is not strength.
‘That is authoritarianism.”

Dufly writes that the exact same
logic was used when he sent National
Guard troops into U.S. cities: “rede-
fine the threat, erase legal distinctions,
and justify force as the first tool.” He
warned that “the commander-in-chief
of the most destructive military power
in history has been placed beyond the
reach of law.”

Dufty urged military leaders to
stand firm. “A republic that allows its
leaders to kill without law, to wage war
without strategy, and to deploy troops
without limit is a republic in deep per-
il. Congress will not stop it. The courts
will not stop it. That leaves those sworn
not to a man, but to the Constitution.
'The oath is clear,”he wrote. “[ U |nlaw-
ful orders—foreign or domestic—
must be disobeyed. To stand silent as
the military is misused is not restraint.
Itis betrayal.”

“There is
no such thing
as art.)
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As a retired military officer I ap-
plaud Captain Duffy for his courage to
speak out and remind others who took
the same oath we did to “stand firm.”

Rich DiPentima

Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:

Trump commits lawless acts every
hour hes awake. This one was particular-
by egregious. That there has been so little
pushback is yet another indictment of the
rest of our political establishment.

The Editor

Suggestions for the President
To the Editor:

Some suggestions, Mr. President:

Get rid of the “wanna-be dictator”
attitude. It doesn't suit you,and Amer-
ica hates it!

Put some humanity in your deci-
sions. America deserves no less.

Find some empathy in your heart
for people struggling in this economy.
America will think more kindly of you,
and your legacy will be more positive
for America and for you.

Stop disappointing America’s allies.

Get some perspective on the hollow
praise that your sycophants and our
international adversaries shower on
you. There is a method behind them,
particularly those from Russia’s Putin.

Stop “terrorizing” your political op-
ponents; it only shows your shallow-
ness and diminished stature.

Scale back on making the U.S. Mil-
itary the “enforcers” of your clearly ille-
gal program attacking Blue states and
Democratic cities. You will not win
that battle; the Supreme Court is not
that corrupt!

Stop feigning that you care for
Americans, our Constitution, and our
democratic form of government. Fo-
cus on what you are really good at:

Swindling America to enrich your-
self'and your family.

Cheating at golf.

Read the book, How 1o Win Friends
And Influence People.

Sorry... I forgot! It is rumored that
you don’t even read the Daily Briefing
Reports that you get from all of your
Intelligence Agencies, outlining the
daily threats to our nation and popu-
lace.

Reflect on how you could improve
yourself and your Presidency!

Herb Moyer
Exeter, N.H.
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Herb:

As if this deteriorating, ambulatory
heap of self~interest could ever spare a
thought for anything other than his own
grotesque desires.

The Editor

The Many Ways Tr_um]_J Weakens the U.S.
To the Editor;

'The recent celebration in China to
commemorate victory over Japan in
World War II was not just a demon-
stration of Chinese military prowess.
The presence of the leaders of Rus-
sia, Iran and North Korea beside Xi
Jinping was an affirmation of their
alliance and continued resistance to
a U.S.led global order. Moreover, the
attendance of Narendra Modi, Prime
Minister of India, a long-time antag-
onist of China, should be viewed as a
warning sign of the dangers of Trump’s
chaotic economic and foreign relations
policies.

China, Russia, Iran and North Ko-
rea are united in their view of the U.S.
as a common adversary and resent
American global leadership. Nowhere
is this more evident than in their sup-
port of Russia in its war against the
Ukraine. China, North Korea and
Iran have provided Russia with sig-
nificant aid in the war. China along
with India are the largest buyers of
embargoed Russian oil, keeping the
Russian economy afloat and helping
finance the Russian war effort. North
Korea has provided troops as well as
ammunition and ballistic missiles.
Iran is a major supplier of drones and
China supplies computer chips and
related military technology. Without
the support of these allies, it is ques-
tionable whether Russia could contin-
ue to sustain its effort against Ukraine
in the face of Western embargoes. This
collaboration is likely to persist while
the support offered to the Ukraine by
the Trump administration is erratic.
Trump has at times parroted Putin’s
propaganda about the war while crit-
icizing Ukraine’s Zelenskyy, an om-
inous sign for the long-term security
of the Ukrainians. NATO countries
must be alarmed at Trump’s tepid sup-
port for the Ukraine while an alliance
of autocracies enables the Russian in-
vasion of a European country.

'The autocratic alliance clearly seeks
a Russian victory in the Ukraine if
only to defeat American interests, but

their geopolitical goals are broader
than that. They seek to create a new
global order, displacing American
hegemony not only militarily but also
economically, financially and cultural-
ly. They are being aided in the effort by
Trump’s confused and erratic policies.
His harebrained tariff program has not
only hamstrung domestic economic
growth, but it has also alienated allies
who are essential for countering the
autocratic coalition. The presence of
India’s Modi in China is an example.
Relations between India and China
have often been fraught with conflict
and the U.S. has worked hard to en-
gage India as an ally to counter China’s
power in Asia. Trump’s decision to levy
a 50 percent tarift on Indian exports
as punishment for buying Russian
oil, however, enraged the Indians and
was a likely motivator for Modi’s visit
where he pledged economic coopera-
tion and expanded trade with the Chi-
nese. Other American allies including
South Korea, Canada, Spain and Bra-
zil have sought to expand trade not
only with China but also within Asia
and South America.

World War II was won by an al-
lied coalition powered by American
economic might. While Trump pol-
icies are weakening our alliances in
the confrontation with the autocratic
axis, China is emerging as an effective
counter to America’s power. China has
four times the population of the U.S
and twice the manufacturing capac-
ity. It also has significant advantages
in battery and solar manufacturing
technology and rare earth produc-
tion. Additionally, China graduates
significantly more engineering and
science students from its university
system than does America. They will
provide the cohort which will power
China’s development of leading-edge
technologies such as Al. Chinese de-
velopment will not be contained, and
its leadership will be enhanced by the
significant industrial and technolog-
ical capabilities of Russia, Iran and
North Korea. To counter the resources
of the autocratic axis, the U.S. must
rely on an effective global alliance
of industrialized countries that can

counter their advantages. The partner-
ship must be based on shared demo-
cratic values and be characterized by
respect and collaboration rather than
on the coercive tactics of Trump who
has sought to withdraw America from
global leadership and who seems to
admire global despots more than
democratic leaders. Trump’s incom-
petence presents not only an internal
danger to American democracy, but it
also exposes us to the external threat
presented by the alliance of autocrats.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.

Harrisburg, Pa.

Robert:

We have long had a jaundiced view
of the U.S.s postwar global hegemony,
largely because the ultimate goal of our

foreign policy seemed to be

to serve the same beneficia-
ries that our domestic policy
always does: throw a bone fo
the have-nots, while the haves
enjoy their feast. \

That said, it’s shocking to see \
Trump piss it all away, while
statesmen like Lindsay Graham
don't even have the decency to do a little
performative pearl-clutching.

The Editor

Constitution Day, 2025
Dear Editor,

Constitution Day is September
17. What Constitution? There is no
American Constitution left to talk
about, so we may as well take that
day off our calendars. That way we
can free-up space for something like
Downfall Day, or Outlaw Day.

Today we have a Constitution of
Diversionary Sports and Music En-
tertainment, Legalized Loan Shark-
ing, Endless Civic Strife.

Our politicians literally never men-
tion any principle or article of our de-
crepit Constitution because Democrat
and Republican alike are busy violat-
ing it every day.

We have adopted a written law put
out by judges who for over 100 years
have been putting distance between
their decisions and the Constitution
by way of legal “precedents,” which le-
galize whatever they think will fly with
our ignorant people on any given day.

Recently, our high court figured that
these people were ready for monarchy,

“EAD QUARTERY

so they cranked out a precedent that
says, “The President can do no wrong
during his term of office.” He has im-
munity from prosecution for any and
all crimes he commits.

Welcome to King Day, America!

Kimball Shinkoskey

Woods Cross, Utah

Kimball:

We can't remember the last time any-
one so much as brought up the subject of
Constitution Day. Were it not a Briti-
cism, wed say “Hear-hear.” Meanwhile,
guess whos off to London to hobnob with
Prince Chuck?

The Editor

War dP eace
Dear Editor:

Donald Trump, who was born a
year before the United States traded in
its battle-scarred old War Department
for what became a shiny new Depart-
ment of Defense, now wants a brand
new War Department.

R Let us never forget that our
\ } \ very first Secretary of Defense
Y either threw himself out a
\\ high window to his death
{ or was thrown out. Can
we trust Donald Trump
)j) not to throw each new
3*%) Secretary of War under
the bus until he gets one

who will do his bidding?

And let us remember that not once
since 1941 has Congress declared war.

As an old professor who attained
the age of reason during our last de-
clared war, I think it reasonable to sug-
gest that what the world really needs
now is for our nation to have not a
War Department but a Department
of War and Peace—and for Congress
and Congress alone to declare it is
time to make war to keep or restore
the peace.

As we approach the election of a
new Congress soon after our nation’s
250th birthday, let us endeavor to
place the power to make war of war
or peace in the hands of reasonable
men and women from both sides of
the aisle.

Julian Riggs Smith

Durham N.H.

Julian:

You want to put our war powers “in

the hands of reasonable men and wom-
en from both sides of the aisle.” Ihat’s an
admirable sentiment, but we see an ob-
stacle. Whatever reasonable people a cer-
tain party may once have had, have all
self~deported since the Rise of the Newt.

The Editor

Stop the “Black Fleet”
To the Editors:

Betsy Klein & Kevin Liptak, and
three others, write for CNN that
“Trump issues an ultimatum for
NATO countries on Russia sanc-
tions.” The excellent reporting does
not, however, pursue alternatives; that
if the Trump administration were tru-
ly interested in stopping the war, they
would use their vast naval resources
to interdict the “black fleet” of tank-
ers carrying Russian oil and gas to the
marketplace. Those ships should be
off-loaded, the cargo sold on the open
market, the proceeds used to support
Ukraine, and the ships anchored off-
shore and disabled. This truly would
quickly stop the war, not Trump’s
bluster and insulting ultimatum to
other NATO countries, which Trump
knows NATO countries will never
accept.

'The ongoing argument against in-
terdiction of the shadow fleet trans-
porting Russian oil and gas has been
that the removal of those products
from the global market would cause
such a great shortage that the cost
of oil and gas worldwide would sky-
rocket. But seizing of the ships in
the shadow fleet, selling their cargo,
and disabling them from continuing
to take Russian gas and oil to global
markets, keeps their gas and oil in the
worldwide supply, while denying the
Russians the revenue they dearly need
to continue their invasion of Ukraine.
Of course doing so would do harm to
Trump’s imagined friendly relation-
ship with Putin, which appears to be
more important to Trump than end-
ing the war in Ukraine.

That’s how to stop the war, not
bullying and ultimatums—the usual

Trump tactics.
Paul Cully
Dover, N.H.
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Paul:

A bold stroke, laden with uncertain
ramifications—and a likely insur-
mountable obstacle: Trump would have
to give up any future hope of seeing his
name plastered onto Moscows skyline.

The Editor
So Much Bad.... But Gaza Is the Worst
To the Editors,

Admit it—it’s clear now, don’t
you think? The world’s freedom
experiment, staged in the U.S,, has
produced a bloated, hopelessly ma-
lignant culture that epitomizes the
experiment’s failure,and you can't fix
it. Faith has been broken. You won't
be able to stuft the genie back into
the bottle—he’s grown to size 5XL.

It’s true that along the way the
experiment yielded much good but,
oh, there are all those bad things
that just kept reproducing right un-
der our noses while we looked away.
You know what I'm talking about.
All that over-the-top selfishness
and lack of self-restraint that led us
to do whatever it took to get what
we wanted while disregarding any
harm caused. The signs were there:

the lack of genuine camaraderie; the
convenient disposability of unwant-
ed things, people, and principles; the
mental strain of trying to keep up
with the Joneses; the cushiony chair
and increased aloofness from the
real world; the necessity for install-
ing additional external controls to
restrain our behavior through force.
Violence got easier, as in things like
school shootings, hate crimes, and
road rage. It’s not safe to live here—
there’s threats around every corner
and mulberry bush. And all of this
was goosed up a few notches more
by the example set by current lead-
ership. Please stop me now—other-
wise I'll be here all day.

Oh, but I haven’t mentioned how
these domestic developments spilled
over to how we have treated people
throughout the rest of the world. Just
look at that incredibly long list of
U.S. interventions. Where do I even
start? The Cuban blockade, 1953
Iran, Vietnam, Iraqgi WMD, Chile’s

Pinochet... please stop me—space

here is limited. But this brings me
to Gaza—a live-streamed genocide
by a U.S.-supported apartheid state.
Can it get any worse? How the U.S.
slapped down the Palestinian people
for decades is a defining moment
for the world’s freedom experiment.
Here is the most blatant of all of-
fenses; the peak, the height, the apex.

'The envelope, please. ... the award
goes to this horror. It takes a special
kind of selfishness to allow what has
been happening there. So bye-bye to
the American Dream. For the sake
of humanity, I welcome the coming
new equilibrium, fresh alliances,
realignment of nations (but how I
wish it was all just a bad dream).

Sincerely,

William Trently

Stratham, N.H.

William:

Well, when you put it that way,
things do look sort of bleak. Neverthe-
less, we intend to stand true to our mot-

to: Nil Desperandum.

For one thing, if we we give up, they
win. They don't deserve to win, so we're
not going to just hand it to them.

What else is there to do, except to do
what we can? We don't expect to reverse
anything anytime soon, but to live in
submission would be mortifying.

The Editor

The Final Nail?

Dear Editor, )
'This past week may have /£Z
seen the final nail driven [

democracy. If information PR

about the soon-to-be accused

killer of Charlie Kirk is true, here’s
where we are as I write this: A far
right, no, make that a far, far, far right
disciple of some bird named Nick
Fuentes who has determined, get
this, that Kirk was insufficiently far,
far, far right, decides to take matters
into his own hands and do the deed
on Kirk. It inconveniently turns out
that he’s a white, 22 year-old male
from a family of gun-loving Repub-

licans, no less. Big problem for the
far right, the far, far right and most
of all the far, far, far right.

So, right on cue, the Current Thug
Regime, somewhere between the far
right and the far, far right, predict-
ably blames the rest of us, aka The
Radical Communist Marxist Left,
for Kirk’s death. Eighty percent
of us, or who knows how much of
the country, are now caught in the
middle of this insanity and quickly
being hunted down by the Secretary
of Defense/Wa, fired from our jobs
_ by complicit cowardly employers,
\ and bombarded with blizzards
3 of death threats and vicious in-
vective on our phones and lap-
tops from each of the varying

degrees of far right for expressing

our opinions on the demise of Kirk.

I don’t know where we go from
here.

John C. Ficor

Richmond, Va.

John:

Where do we go from here? We have
no earthly idea. Don’t worry, though.
The crazies among us will take us all
there soon enough.

The Editor

Why Are Americas Far-Right Leaders So Young?

by Ryan W. Powers

hrough the late 2010s, pun-

dits hailed Gen Z as Ameri-
ca’s most progressive young cohort.
Yet, the truth is more complicated:
While many young voters voice sup-
port for climate action, racial justice,
and reproductive rights, their overall
partisan tilt is far less lopsided than
early headlines implied. Support for
Democrats among under-30 voters
has softened since 2020, and young
men in particular are drifting right-
ward on issues like gender equality
and LGBTQ+ rights.

That gap between reputation and
reality is, in part, due to a rising cad-
re of young conservatives who are
more radical, more visible, and bet-
ter organized than their progressive
peers. From Nick Fuentes to Laura
Loomer to the late Charlie Kirk, the
figures shaping the far-right agenda

have been startlingly young. Why,
then, are some of the movement’s
most prominent figures in their late
20s and early 30s? How did a polit-
ical current once defined by veteran
politicians and talk-radio personali-
ties come to be led by live-streamers
and college-circuit activists?

Consider Fuentes. Only 28, yet
he commands a national audience
of more than 700,000 followers. He
has a dedicated fanbase, connections
to GOP congressmen, and once had
a private dinner with U.S. President
Donald Trump. And Fuentes is not
an outlier. From political candidates
to campus organizers, the far-right’s
most prominent figures are getting
younger—and more extreme.

'The explanation lies in the inter-
net’s ecosystem. Figures like Mike
Cernovich and Jack Posobiec were
among the first to show how prov-
ocation and relentless online pro-
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motion could transform fringe ideas
into mass influence. In the years
since, news has gone largely digi-
tal, with about 86% of Americans
getting at least some of their news
on phones or computers. The over-
whelming bulk of political infor-
mation now flows through a dense
lattice of live-streams, podcasts, and
Discord servers, all spaces young
people navigate with native ease.

In this landscape, digital plat-
forms have dismantled traditional
barriers to political power. Two de-
cades ago, a young ideologue need-
ed gatekeepers—Ilocal radio, party
donors, sympathetic editors—to
build a following. Today, a ring light
and an algorithm are enough. You-
Tube, Twitch, TikTok, and X pro-
vide inexpensive infrastructure and
frictionless amplification, allowing
individuals to raise money, mobilize
supporters, and establish a brand
long before institutions can react.

Why is this dynamic propelling
the far-right in particular? With-
out much formal representation in
elected office, these ideas circulate
almost entirely online, where scarci-
ty makes them more alluring. And
algorithms reward outrage, propel-
ling the sharpest sound bites and
most incendiary claims to the top
of every feed. For ambitious young
people, each viral provocation can
bring a surge of followers and dona-
tions, turning radicalism into a fast
track to high-profile visibility.

Conservative legacy media com-

quickly booked on cable programs
and high-profile podcasts, which
confer legitimacy and feed the next
surge of online attention. The result
is a self-reinforcing loop: Digital
notoriety leads to mainstream ex-
posure, which drives further radical
content.

The American left lacks a par-
allel generation of online, move-
ment-building leaders. Progressive
lawmakers such as Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.) and Rep. Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) have
national profiles, but their influence
depends on elected office and for-
mal party structures rather than on
a grassroots, youth-led network. Yes,
young progressives such as Dean
Withers and Matt Bernstein have
built impressive reputations as dig-
ital advocates for progressive causes.
But they operate largely as individual
voices, not as architects of a nation-
wide, highly-branded youth move-
ment comparable to Kirk's Turning
Point USA or Fuentes’ America
First movement. Comparable grass-
roots movements on the left, like the
emerging 50501, lack visible leaders
capable of unifying and sustaining a
broad, youth-driven base.

This distinction matters. Without
a cohesive, youth-led movement,
progressives struggle to match the
visibility and narrative power of
their far-right counterparts. Every
tar-right provocation arrives with
a spokesperson and a polished na-
tional platform, while the left relies

Mailed First Class
See Page Five for Subscription Form
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on a handful of elected officials and

scattered digital voices. The absence

pounds the effect. Figures who
achieve algorithmic virality are

of equally prominent, institutionally
supported young progressives cedes
narrative ground, and gives rising
alt-right leaders disproportionate
space to break out online.

Addressing this imbalance will
not turn on deplatforming extremist
voices alone; the internet’s architec-
ture makes that a game of whac-a-
mole. Nor will it come solely from
established progressive leaders. It
requires cultivating and sustain-
ing a cohort of young progressives
who can operate effectively online
and build movements without suc-
cumbing to social media’s darkest
ideologies. It also requires a cultural
shift on the left: valuing charismatic
leadership as a complement—not a
substitute—for collective action.

Gen Z was supposed to guar-
antee a progressive future. Instead,
many of its most visible political
entrepreneurs are on the far-right.
Unless progressives move beyond
supporting individual creators and
intentionally develop their own so-
cial movements, the loudest young
voices shaping America’s political
future will continue to belong to its
most far-right fringes.

Ryan W. Powers is a Philly native
and legal analyst. A Harvard law-
yer fired for publishing op-eds criti-
cal of the Trump administration, he
spends his free time writing opin-
ion pieces on democracy, dissent,
and the law. This work is licensed
under Creative Commons (CC BY-
NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to republish
and share widely.
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BeTTER OLD NEWS THAN NEW LIES

[from page three

The Champion Bigamist
James W. Brown of Detroit, Mich.,

was on Sept. 25th found guilty of
bigamy, the jury taking only four
minutes to consider. Mr. Brown has
been a very enterprising scoundrel,
having since 1883 married thir-
ty-three women, fifteen of whom
were in court to testify against him,
though only five of them, with five
clergymen, were called on for tes-
timony. It was shown that Brown’s
method was to advertise for a
housekeeper, select as a victim the
one from among the applicants who
pleased him most, and marry her as
soon as possible. He would desert
her after a few days.

'The Texas notorious “lone high-
wayman’ was shot and killed by a
woman a few days ago.

Two more women were mur-
dered in Whitechapel, London, on
the night of Sept. 29th. They were
both dissolute characters, and as in
the case of the former mysterious
murders of women in that locality
their throats were cut, and they were
disembowelled. The wildest terror
exists in Whitechapel over the re-
peated crimes, while the police seem
to be paralyzed.

Green cucumber rind cut thin is
an efficient destroyer of cockroach-
es. They suck the juice from it with
avidity, and it acts as a fatal poison
with them.

The southern democrats in the
house, who were so strongly op-
posed to the conferring of a pension
upon Mrs. Sheridan, last Friday
allowed to pass without objection
a bill appropriating $25,000 [The
equivalent of $850,126 today.] to
the widow of a southern man, not-
withstanding that the files of the
southern claims commission, which
had been called to their attention,
furnished conclusive evidence of her
husband’s disloyalty during the war.
[Ten years after the end of the war,
General Philip “Little Phil” Sher-
idan, 44, married Irene Rucker, 22.
'They had four children. Irene died in
1936, at 81, having never remarried.
She said, “I would rather be the wid-
ow of Phil Sheridan than the wife of
any man living.”]

Democratic Courtesy
Hon. Henry W. Blair, Unites States
senator from New Hampshire, on
Monday by special invitation ad-
dressed the republicans of Charlot-
tesville, Albert county, Virginia, on

the political issues of the campaign.
As he commenced speaking, a dem-
ocrat in the audience threw four rot-
ten eggs at him, one after the other.
'The fellow was quickly arrested, and
Gen. Blair,who years ago heard reb-
el bullets whistle around his head
too often to be scared by a few dem-
ocratic rotten eggs, after a brief and
dignified reference to the outrage
continued his discussion of the tarift.

‘There was a lively row in Dover on
Sunday evening, between a number
of the Italian laborers engaged on
the new water works, and a party of
Irishmen, in which several persons
received ugly cuts and bruises. The
evidence offered in the Dover police
court Monday tended to show that
the fight was due to an unprovoked
attack upon a few of the Italians by
some Irishmen.

Thomas Lynch, a tramp aged
thirty years, who while drunk was
breaking down the door of a house
in Greenfield, Mass., in which there
were only women, Sept. 26th, had
his skull broken by a stone thrown
at him by Michael Dorsey, aged sev-
enty.

Two Irish priests have been sen-
tenced each to six weeks’ imprison-
ment under the crimes act.

James Winsley, a young butcher
of Ottawa, Ont., fell 1000 feet from
a balloon on Sept. 27th, and was
dashed to pieces.

Police Court

William Clark and Edward Pitts
Philbrook, for drunkenness, were
each fined $5, costs $6.90. From
long practice, the parties named are
able to get away with a $5 drunk ev-
ery time they try, the average drunk
being only a $3 one.

Ice was to be seen in shallow pud-
dles in the roads and streets in this
vicinity, Sunday morning,.

'The baby of farmer William Be-
attie, who lives on the banks of the
Cimmaron river, Kansas, was car-
ried off by an eagle. A search party
found the infant dead and terribly
mutilated.

A Tidal Water Wheel

The water wheel that runs the
works of the Sagadahoc Fertilizer
company, at Bowdoinham, Me., is
probably the only one of its kind in
existence. It is twenty-seven feet in
diameter, with a foot of its rim out
of water at high tide. The spokes
are wide, and set diagonally, like the
vanes of a windmill. It turns eigh-
teen hours of the day by tide power,
running one way with the flow, the

1t isn’t that I fear

reluctance or desire
play no part at all

or what it means.

almost calm.

in its eyes says, “No,

Later when you look,
the thing is gone.
And just like that these

seventy-five years
have come and gone,

wondering

to know.

Turning Seventy-five

growing older—such things as fear,

except as light and shadow sweep a hillside
on a Sunday afternoon,

astonishing the eye but passing on

at sunset with the land

still unchanged: the same rocks,

the same trees, tall grass gently drifting—
merely that I do not understand

how my age has come to me

1t’s almost like some small

forest creature one might find

outside the door some frosty autumn morning,
tired, lame, uncomprehending,

You want to stroke its fur,
pick it up, mend the leg and send it
scampering away—1but something

this is how I live, and how I die.”
And so, a little sad, you let it be.

and I do not understand at all
why I see an old gray-haired man
inside the mirror when a small
boy still lives inside this body

what causes laughter, why

nations go to war, who paints the startling
colors of the rainbow on a gray vaulted sky,
and when I will be old enough

— W.D. Ebrhart

W.D. Ehrhart is a retired Master Teacher of History & English, and author
of a Vietnam War memoir trilogy published by McFarland. His latest book
of poetry, which includes the above, is titled, Smart Fish Dont Bite. It can
be ordered directly from Moonstone Arts Center, the publisher, at https://

tinyurl.com/5£82utt9.

other with the ebb. With one foot-
fall of the tide this wheel gives about
fitty horse power. — Industrial Journal

Mr. Wm. F. Fernald is getting
out, in York, timber for the only ship
that is likely to be built, the present
season, on the Piscataqua. She will
be a coastwise vessel of the famous
“Gondola” type, and will be apt to

do active service under command of
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Capt. Cheney, unless prevented by
President Cleveland’s complications

with the British government.
The New Hampshire Gazette
October 4,1888

Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers

from which the items above were
excerpted. — The Ed.

ortSmouth
o unity
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No Need to Raise
Social Security Taxes
— Make the Rich Pay
Their Full Share!

by Jim Hightower

y life goals have never includ-

ed making a lot of money...
and D've certainly succeeded in that
regard.

Yet, I do consider myself rich. Not
like the Wall Street “richie-rich,”but
in the modest sense of middle-class
well-being—basically, enough to
make ends meet. It’s not my good
looks that puts me in this lucky zone,
but one particular public asset that
has long been serving the common
good for decades, lifting millions of
workaday Americans to some de-
cent level of shared prosperity: So-
cial Security.

Plutocratic elites and their polit-
ical puppets constantly wail that it’s
a socialist scam, a wasteful giveaway
to old people. But regular folks know
that’s hokum, since nearly all of us
pay into the plan every month of
our working lives. In short, it’s our
money!

Moreover, each of our Social Se-
curity accounts steadily build up.
So, consider this: The most valuable
financial asset for 9 out of 10 Amer-
ican families, is not their houses or
Aunt Tillie’s will—but their So-
cial Security holdings. Even for
rock-solid, middle-class families,
Social Security provides for about
a third of their total lifetime wealth.

When right-wingers screech

that “fiscal prudence” demands they
slash the program’s benefits, that’s
bank-robber code for looting wealth
you've banked for years in this Peo-
ple’s retirement system. Plus, there is
absolutely no excuse for such thiev-
ery, since an honest, fair, and simple
adjustment would keep the program
fully funded in perpetuity: Rather
than letting gabillionaires like Elon
Musk put practically none of their
massive incomes into this egalitarian
effort to provide a decent retirement
for all, make them pay Social Secu-
rity taxes exactly like regular workers
do.
Copyright 2024 by Jim Hightower
& Associates. Contact Laura Ehrlich
(Laura@jimbightower.com) for more
information.
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s Pi1scaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

MonNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

'WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2§

FripAY, SEPTEMBER 26

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

2014—A spokesman for the Islam-
ic State calls U.S. Sec. of State John
Kerryan “uncircumcised old geezer.”
2001—CIA  chief George Tenet
tells the V.P. his claim that Iraq and
al-Qaeda are linked is crap, but Dick
“Dick” Cheney goes on repeating it.
1989—The Chase Manhattan Bank
accepts for deposit a check sent as a
prank by Spy Magazine. Endorsed by
“short-fingered vulgarian” Donald J.
Trump, it’s for $0.13.
1983—President Reagan’s Interior
Secretary James G. Watt boasts about
his staff’s diversity: “I have a Black, a
woman, two Jews, and a cripple.”
1982—Edward Lee Howard, a CIA
officer suspected of spying for the
U.S.S.R,, eludes FBI surveillance in
Santa Fe and splits for Helsinki.
1976—Ex-Chilean Ambassador to
the U.S. Orlando Letelier, and his as-
sistant Ronni Moffitt, are assassinated
by car bomb in Washington, D.C.
1956—Testing a Grumman F-11,
TW. Attridge, Jr. hits the afterburner.
Its jets ingest just-fired 20 mm rounds:
he shoots himself down—but lives.
1956—Loathsome Nicaraguan dic-
tator Anastasio Somoza Garcia is as-
sassinated by Rigoberto Lopez, poet.
1938—A nameless 183 m.p.h hurri-
canekills 700 in New England.
1915—On awhim, Cecil Chubb pays
£6,600 at an auction for Stonehenge.
1897—A New York Sun editorial lies
to a girl named Virginia, telling her a
mythical “Santa Claus” is real.

11:43

5:29

2023—Canada’s Parliament gives a
standing ovation to “Ukrainian hero”
Yaroslav Hunka—an SSvet of WW L
2003—A year from now,” Richard
Perle says, “T'll be very surprised if there
is not some grand square in Baghdad
thatis named after President Bush.”
1987—Navy Reserve Capt. Timothy
J. Dorsey shoots down a Navy plane
during a training exercise. Its crew
survives with injuries. Dorsey’s career
isunscathed: daddy’s an Admiral.
1975—'Nam vet Oliver Sipple de-
flects Sarah Jane Moore’s shot, saving
Jerry Ford. Harvey Milk outs him;
newspapers report he’s gay. He dies at
47, drunk, disowned, and alone.
1970—President
more FBI spies for college campuses.
1959—Air-raid sirens celebrate the
White Sox’s pennant win. Some Chi-
cagoans mistakenly assume it’s signal-
ing war with the Russkies.
1950—Truman vetoes the McCar-
ran Act, but Congress overrides him.
Commies must now register; the gov’t
can preventively detain “threats.”
1922—American Capitalists form
“Sentinels of the Republic,” a front
group for the fascist American Liber-
ty Lobby; 11 years later many of them
joinaplot to overthrow FDR.
1906—Two Atlanta newspapers,
both run by racist Democratic can-
didates for governor, publish unsub-

Nixon demands

stantiated stories 10,000 whites use as
an excuse to attack Blacks in Atlanta.
Death toll: 25 Blacks and two whites.

12:02 12:21

6:07 6:25

1999—The $328 million Climate Or-
biter crashes on Mars, because Lock-
heed forgot to use the metric system.
1990—As Dan Quayle speaks at a
$2,500-plate fundraiser in Portland,
Ore., the Reverse Peristalsis Painters
protest by vomiting red, white, and
blue mashed potatoes.

1989—Army Rangers and a gang of
drug dealers have a half-hour gun bat-
tleacross Tacoma’s Ash Street; despite
300 rounds fired, there are no KIAs.
1975—Already fired for spying on
citizens, ex-CIA counterintelligence
chief James Jesus Angleton testifies,
“certain individual rights have to be
sacrificed for the national security.”
1960—Allen Ginsberg, Peter Or-
lovsky, and LeRoi Jones meetin Man-
hattan with Fidel Castro.
1957—Nine Black students enter Lit-
tle Rock High School but are escorted
outagain by police to pacify a howling
mob of white segregationists.
1955—A white male jury, which be-
lieves they’re guilty, finds Emmett
Till's murderers “not guilty.”
1952—R. Nixon uses his daughter’s
pet dog to deflect corruption charges.
1945—French soldiers who'd been
detained in Saigon by the Japanese are
released and armed by British General
Douglas Gracey. Terrorizing the Viet-
namese, they stage a coup d’état.
1806—Lewis and Clark return.
1779—]John Paul Jones takes the
British ship Serapis as the Bonhomme
Richardsinks under him.

12:41 12:56

6:42 7:03

2007—A plane once used for “rendi-
tion” flights, carrying alleged terror-
ists to Gitmo, crashes in the Yucatan
with 3.3 tons of cocaine on board.
2006—The New York Times reports
that our spies think the Iraq War
makes Islamic terrorism more likely.
2006—George W.[MD] Bush says,
“When the final history is written on
Iraq, it willlook just like a comma.”
1981—CIA boss Bill Casey says the
Freedom of Information Actshouldn’t
apply to intelligence agencies.
1978—On his yacht in Chesapeake
Bay, right-handed CIA spook John
Paisley takes a shotgun blast behind
his left ear. It’s ruled suicide.
1968—Protestors  destroy 10,000
draft files in Milwaukee, Wis.
1956—Peyton Place, by New Hamp-
shire’s own Grace Metalious, is pub-
lished. All hell breaks loose.
1955—TIke’s doc mistakes a heart at-
tack for indigestion; he fakes papers to
protect his rep and get Ike re-elected.
1945—Reacting to yesterday’s French
coup, the Viet Minh paralyze Saigon
with a general strike, storm the jail,
and liberate hundreds of comrades.
1924—“Shall We All Commit Sui-
cide?”, an essay by Winston Churchill,
frets about “a bomb no bigger than an
orange” that could “blast a township.”
1911—Portsmouth-born U.S. Navy
Ensign Charles Emerson Hovey, 26,
is shot and killed by natives on the is-
land of Basilan in the Philippines.
1896—F. Scott Fitzgerald is born.

LI19 1:30

7:16 7:41

2008—Somali pirates capture the
MV Faina,a500-foot freighter whose
cargo includes 33 Soviet tanks.
2007—DBecause Judge Sharon Keller
refuses to work overtime, Texas gets
to kill Michael Richard on schedule.
2003—An early draft of an interim
report from weapons inspectors in
Iraq says no WMD have been found.
2002—Disregarding facts, George
W.[MD] Bush says, “You can’t distin-
guish between al-Qaeda and Saddam
when you talk about the war on terror.”
1966—The White Sox beat the Yan-
kees 4-1, at Yankee Stadium. Atten-
dance is 413, the lowest ever.
1961—State Rep. E.H. Hurst mur-
ders Black voting advocate Herbert
Lee at mid-day in Magnolia, Miss.
Coroner’s jury: “justifiable homicide.”
1959—The U.S. Navy loses a nuclear
depth charge in Puget Sound. Fortu-
nately it’s lacking a fissile core.
1957—Nine Black kids get to enter
Little Rock High School, courtesy of
the President and the 101st Airborne.
1945—Vietnamese of all factions
massacre French civilians in Saigon.
1926—Henry Ford announces the
eight-hour, five-day work week.
1915—At Loos, France, British forc-
es release 150 tons of chlorine gas to-
wards German troops. Then, to their
chagrin, the wind shifts.

1789—The Bill of Rights passes.
1662—Portsmouth adopts a bounty:
£5 for every wolf killed whose head is
“nayle[d] upon the meeting house.”

1:56 2:0§

7:51 8:19

2022—Mysterious forces sabotage
Russia’s NordStream gas pipeline.
2016—“We've got a couple things up
our sleeve that should turn this thing
around,” says Rudy Giuliani, two days
before Jim Comey reveals the Clinton
email investigation is on again.
2001—Six or eight CIA spooks in-
vade Afghanistan in a Soviet Mi-17
helicopter with $3 million cash.
1983—Lieutenant Colonel Stanislav
Petrov disregards Red Army comput-
ers showing attacking American nu-
clear missiles. For thus averting World
WarlIII, Col. Petrov s reprimanded.
1955—As
na, Quico Sabaté roams the city in a
cab, distributing anti-regime leaflets
through the sun-roof with a mortar.
1950—AU.S. Navy minesweeper be-
gins six days of spraying live bacteria
into the air two miles upwind of San
Francisco; 800K citizens get a dose.
1945—Mistaking him for a French
officer, Viet Minh in Saigon kill OSS
Lieut. Col. Peter Dewey. Days before
he had filed a report saying the U.S.
“ought to clear out of Southeast Asia.”
1918—The Battle of the Meuse-Ar-
gonne begins, the last great battle of
the War to End All Wars.
1908—]J6zef Pitsudski, Poland’s fu-
ture Chief of State, loots a Russian
mail train to fund a revolution.
1901—Lincoln’s body is viewed be-
fore being covered with two tons of
concrete. Among 23 present is Fleet-
wood Linley, 13, who lives until 1963.
234

Franco visits Barcelo-

2:41

8:27

2018—Brett Kavanaugh whines,
weeps, and shouts while badgering the
Senate Judiciary Committee.
2002—Donald Rumsfeld says a
made-up link between al-Qaeda and
Iraq s “accurate and not debatable.”
2000—Frank Wills, the guard who
discovered the Watergate burglary,
diesat 52, of abrain tumor, in poverty.
1994—On the Capitol steps, 350
GOP candidates led by Newt Ging-
rich take out a Contract on America.
1989—To show kids there are more
constructive things to do than take
drugs, Jeffrey Petkovitch and Peter
DeBernardi climb into a barrel and go
over Niagara’s Horseshoe Falls.
1986—The United Way of Cleveland
holds a fundraiser, releasing 1,429,643
helium balloons. Rain and a cold front
bring them down, where they clog the
harbor, halt a Coast Guard search,
close an airport, and spook horses.
1964—Ex-CIA boss A. Dulles & the
Warren Commission report that L.H.
Oswald, acting alone, killed JFK.
1944—A group of 35 U.S. B-24s, iso-
lated over Germany by a navigational
error, are jumped by 100 enemy fight-
ers; only four survive.
1864—William T. “Bloody Bill” An-
derson and his 80 guerillas, including
Jesse James, massacre 150 Union sol-
diers in Centralia, Mo.

1854—Holed in a collision off New-
foundland, the SS Arctic sinks. The
crew commandeer the lifeboats, leav-
ing 300 passengers to drown.

315 322

9:06 9:44

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER I

THURsDAY, OCTOBER 2

Fripay, OCTOBER 3

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

2015—After meeting with evangel-
icals, Trump asks an aide, “Can you
believe people believe that bullshit?”
2014—Future President D.J. Trump
tweets, “Every time I speak of the hat-
ers and losers I do so with great love
and affection. They cannot help the
fact that they were born fucked up!”
2001—To avoid further scorn in these
pages, Fleet Bank removes its 18-foot
tall green, illuminated sign from the
middle of Pleasant Street’s sidewalk.
1978—Pope John Paul I dies 33 days
into his papacy under circumstances
that raise suspicions of murder.
1960—Ted Williams takes the plate
at Fenway for his last at bat. He hits his
521sthome run. Most seats are empty.
1919—Ten thousand rioting whites
storm the Omaha courthouse, drag
out Will Brown, a Black man, and
lynch him. From his father’s printing
plant across the street, Henry Fonda,
14, watches in horror.
1918—1In Philadelphia, Pa., 200,000
people gather towatch a Liberty Bond
parade—and spread influenza. In
weeks it kills 12,000 of them.
1891—H. Melville dies in obscurity.
1868—Knights of the White Camelia
massacre between 25 and a few hun-
dred Blacks in Opelousas, La.
1859—Fifty loggers, farmers, and
laborers, irate over the damage it
causes, try but fail to destroy the dam
controlling the outflow of Lake Win-
nipesaukee. Later they’re crushed in
court by Boston-based capitalists.
4:00 4:08

9:51 10:3§

2008—The Dow drops 777 points.
2006—Anti  child-porn crusader
Rep. Mark Foley (R-Fla.) resigns after
his lurid e-mails to young males leak.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush claims
Iraq has WMDs, al-Qaeda terrorists,
and a nuke coming soon.
1976—Congress arrogates to itself,
in the Hyde Amendment, the power
to make medical decisions for women.
1972—A short, bearded man in
sneakers spontancously grabs ex-Sec-
retary of Defense Robert Strange Mc-
Namara and tries to throw him off the
ferryinto Vineyard Sound.
1969—The U.S. Army drops murder
charges against Special Forces Col.
Robert Rheault—the CIA won't let
its agents testify. “Terminate with
extreme prejudice” enters the lexicon.
1957—A Soviet nuclear fuel plant
blows up near Kyshtym, killing hun-
dreds and spewing more radiation
than anything until Chernobyl. The
CIA suppresses the news to protect
the U.S. nuclear power industry.
1913—Rudolph Diesel, inventor of
the eponymous engine, disappears
from the steamer Dresden: a suicide, a
murder victim, or an absconder.
1864—Black Union soldiers capture
Confederate entrenchments at the
Battle of New Market Heights.
1862—TJefferson C. Davis [the Union
General, not the rebel President]
shoots Union General William “Bull”
Nelson dead. Never charged, Davis
goes back to fighting Rebels.

4552 s:01
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2016—N.H’s Attorney General
reports that ex-Rep. Kyle Tasker
[R-Nottingham] sold pot to five other
State Reps. for medicinal purposes.
2011—U.S. citizen Anwar al-Awlaki
is smote by a drone in Yemen. Trial?
‘We don’t need no stinkin’ trial!
2005—N.Y. Timess Judith Miller
tells a Grand Jury that Dick “Dick”
Cheney outed Valerie Plame to her.
1998—The GAO reports that Ken
“Ahab” Starr blew $40 million failing
to harpoon Bill “Moby Dick” Clinton.
1962—César Chévez founds what
becomes the United Farm Workers.
1956—Drunk-flying a stolen Cess-
na, Thomas Fitzpatrick lands on St.
Nicholas St. in Manhattan, taxis to
Joe’s on the corner, and orders a beer.
1954—The sub USS Nautilus, the first
atomic-powered ship, is launched.
1938—Thanks to the Munich Agree-
ment, peace in Europe is assured.
1919—A white man dies in a shootout
in Elaine, Ark. Over the next three
days, 240 Blacks and five whites die in
the U.S.’s worst single racial conflict.
1847—Dr. Valorous P. Coolidge, of
Waterville, Me., autopsies Edward
Mathews—superfluously, since he
had just poisoned the deceased, then
struck him on the head to disguise the
cause of death. He is later hanged.
1630—]John Billington becomes the
first Pilgrim hanged for murder.
1542—]Johannes Gutenberg publish-
es The Bible. No royalties for the pre-
sumed author.

5i52 6:02

11:39

2013—In the name of fiscal discipline,
Republicans shut down the govern-
ment. Cost to the economy: $24 billion.
2003—With the blessings of Gov.
Benson [R-$], Free Staters choose New
Hampshireas theirlibertarian paradise.
2002—Northern Command is estab-
lished to “Defend America’s Home-
land"™—posse comitatus be damned.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush claims
he hasn’t “made up his mind we're go-
ing to war with Iraq.” Right. Gotit.
1999—Dow 36,000 is published. In
real life the Dow peaks months later
at 11,722, then loses 37% of its value.
1993—Caving under pressure, the
IRS grants tax-free status to the
“Church” of Scientology.
1973—Despite many failures to meet
service requirements, George W.[MD]
Bush is discharged honorably from the
Texas Air National Guard.
1964—Campus cops at U.C. Berke-
ley arrest Jack Weinberg; big mistake.
The Free Speech Movement ensues.
1952—The first issue of Mad is un-
leashed on an unsuspecting world.
1917—Arabs led by T.E. Lawrence
capture Damascus.
1910—A botched dynamiting badly
damages the HQ of the virulently an-
ti~union Los Angeles Times. A burst gas
main finishes the job; 21 die.
1903—Fred Van Wormer’s autopsy is
halted because he’s breathing. Taken
back to Sing Sing’s electric chair, he is
found to have died. He is electrocuted
again anyway, just for good measure.
6:55 7:06
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2003—Survey chief David Kay re-
ports that his three-month, $300
million search for Saddam Hussein’s
'WMD has turned up squat.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush calls
Iraq “a threat of unique urgency,” be-
cause of its WMDs.
1990—Three Texans in a Cessna
come within 30 feet of clearing Mt.
‘Washington. Their bodies are brought
down on the Cog Railway.
1980—Senior members of the Rea-
gan campaign team meetin D.C. with
arepresentative of the Ayatollah, who
offers to release U.S. hostages.
1980—Michael Myers (D-Pa.) be-
comes the first Rep. expelled in 120
years, for bribe-taking and conspiracy.
‘Why only him? Who knows.
1978—With the Yankees and Red
Sox tied for the season, a playoff game
is held; it’s decided by a three-run ho-
mer hit by New York’s Bucky F. Dent.
1975—Congress shuts down a $6 bil-
lion anti-ABM site in Nebraska, one
day after it becomes operational.
1967—Thurgood Marshall becomes
the first Black Supreme Court Justice.
1965—1In Natchez, Miss., 500 people
are sent without trial to the Parchman
Penitentiary for protesting the denial
of their right to register to vote.
1941—On Malta, Major-General
Clifford Thomason Beckett of the
Royal Artillery tells Major H.S. Fowle
he is “not fit to command anything.”
1919—Woodrow Wilson has a stroke;
the U.S. gets its 1st woman president.
7:55 8:06
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2009—Combat Outpost Keating, in
Nuristan, badly-sited and scheduled
for abandonment, is mostly overrun by
Taliban fighters who capture weapons
and ammunition, leaving eight Amer-
icans dead and 27 wounded.
2006—Republicans in Congress try
to “roll over” $20 million set aside fora
celebration of victory in Iraq.
2003—National Enquirer: Rush Lim-~
baugh is under investigation for ille-
gally procuring prescription opioids.
1993—Berlin, N.H. native Michael
Durant’s helicopter is one of two shot
down in the First Battle of Mogadi-
shu. Durant, played by Ron Eldard in
Black Hawk Down, survives.
1986—Missile sub K-279 catches fire.
Soviets blame an alleged collision with
USS Augusta. The Pentagon blames
sloppy Commie work habits.
1980—Moral Majority co-founder
and U.S. Rep. Bob Bauman (R-Md.)
is charged with making sexual solici-
tations to an under-aged boy.
1973—Donald Segretti testifies be-
fore the Senate about the dirty tricks
he used to get Nixon re-elected.
1968—A CH-47 Chinook and a C-7
Caribou collide over Camp Evans in
Vietnam; no survivors, 22 perish.
1968—George Wallace’s running
mate, ex-SAC Commander Curtis
LeMay, says he’s not afraid of nuking
Vietnam, but deems that unnecessary.
1955—CIA HQ gets a cable from the
Caracas Station: a former SS trooper
says Hitler is alive in Argentina.

8:47 9:01

2:28 2:41

2017—America learns the hard way
it has 800 troops in Niger: four Green
Berets are killed in an ambush.
2004—S8paceShipOne, Burt Rutan’s
tourist rocket, makes it to space a sec-
ond time, winning the Ansari X Prize.
2002—Knight-Ridder: “The White
House and the Pentagon...are pres-
suring intelligence analysts to high-
light information that supports Bush’s
Iraq policy.” One paper runs the story.
2001—George W.[MD] Bush orders
the NSA to spy on Americans without
getting warrants, 7.e., illegally.
1986—Dan Rather is attacked on the
streets of New York by two men yell-
ing, “What's the frequency, Ken?”
1971—Pres. Nguyen Van Thieu, un-
opposed, is reelected. He says it’s “an
achievement for democracy” in’Nam.
1958—At 12:45 a.m., Thomas “Fitz”
Fitzpatrick wins a bar bet by landing
a “borrowed” Cessna on Amsterdam
Ave. and 187th St. in Manhattan, just
as he had done two years earlier.
1957—Two bombs wound 13 GIs in
Saigon—the first announced U.S. ca-
sualties in Vietnam.

1936—Two thousand British fascists
try marching through largely-Jewish
Stepney; 20,000 anti-fascists forcibly
explain to them why that’s a bad idea.
1918—The world’s largest munitions
factory explodes in South Amboy,
NJ., killing 80. Thousands more are
made homeless and are left exposed to
the elements. Many catch influenza;
300 of them die from it.
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