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Better Old News Than New Lies

Trump’s ‘Divorced From Reality’ Depiction 
of Portland Ridiculed by Local Officials

Well, here we are: a fortnight 
into freefall, and still no 

government in sight. In a manner 
of speaking, that is. Just try walking 
out of a bank with a bundle of some-
body else’s Franklins. 

The truth is that—and this has 
always been the case—the rules are 
the rules, until they aren’t, and the 
rules apply to us all, until the time 
they don’t. If there’s any difference 
between today and a month ago, it’s 
this: things are more like they are 
now than they have ever been.* 

Israel suspended its genocide 
against Palestinians earlier this week. 
Not officially, of course, because ac-
cording to Israel, no genocide has 
been taking place. And, without a 
dramatic surge in food supply and 
medical care, it might be optimistic 
to call a halt to bombing and shoot-
ing helpless people a “suspension of 
hostilities.”

The public at large has been in-
formed through the usual channels 
that Palestinians had released Israeli 
“hostages,” and Israel had released 
Palestinian “prisoners.” What’s the 
reason for the different designa-
tions? Beats us.

These quibbles aside, the turn of 
events was dramatic, and naturally 
the cause of great fanfare. The world 
must be in a hell of a state, if all it 
takes for millions to rejoice is the 
cessation of an ongoing crime. But, 
there again, ’twas ever thus.

According to the homogenized 
drone emanating from the Mighty 
Wurlitzer—the nation’s profit-driv-
en news media—all credit for this 
abrupt turn of events goes to Pres-
ident Donald J. Trump. 

Like so many things these days, 
this is both true, and not true. Trump 
played a big role, but that role was 
sidekick, according to a party close 
to the negotiations.

Gershon Baskin, who was “in-
volved in back-channel discussions 
over this deal,” according to NPR, 
told Leila Fadel last Friday that 
“[Israeli] Prime Minister Netanya-
hu had no interest in ending the 
war whatsoever. He was willing to 
continue it forever because it keeps 
him in power.” One likely reason: 
out of power, Netanyahu’s trial on 
charges of breach of trust, ac-
cepting bribes, and fraud could 
resume.

Baskin told Fadel, “Let’s face 
it, Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Ron Dermer, his main ally in 
the Israeli government, are 
Republicans. They support the 
American Republican Party, not the 
Democratic Party.” 

So, this is the hat trick: the third 
time a leading Republican statesman 
has prolonged a war or quasi-war for 
his own benefit. Nixon with Viet-
nam, Reagan with our hostages in 
Iran, and Benjamin Netanyahu and 

his sidekick, the Gilded Calf, in the 
Holy Land.

According to Baskin, what shook 
things loose was Netanyahu’s failed 
assassination attempt on Hamas ne-
gotiators in Doha. That blatant out-
rage put at risk the glittering plans 
Trump and his envoy and fellow real 
estate tycoon Steve Witkoff—not to 
mention Jared Kushner and the rest 
of the clan—have for all that prime 
beachfront property.

Meanwhile, back here on the 
home front, tensions have been 
ratcheting up ever since our tat-
tooed, he-man, Christian Nation-
alist Secretary of War Pete Hegseth 
assembled his 800 top commanders 
to hear him yell, “No Fat Generals!” 
Never mind that their Command-
er-in-Chief needs a mirror to check 
the shine on his elevator shoes.†

Last Friday Hegseth announced 
that the U.S. was “signing a letter of 
acceptance to build a Qatar Emiri 
Air Force facility at the Mountain 
Home Airbase in Idaho.” This did 
not bring cheer to the MAGA base. 
Laura Loomer—who, six months 
ago, was in the Oval Office giving 
the President a list of people to fire; 
three of whom got pink slips—post-
ed, “Never thought I’d see Republi-
cans give terror financing Muslims 
from Qatar a MILITARY BASE 
on U.S. soil so they can murder 
Americans.” Clearly she has not 
fully absorbed the lessons of Dear 
Leader, as expressed in the Art of 
the Deal. Did she expect its author 
to cough up for his Presidential Li-
brary’s luxury jet?

Just as Netanyahu went too far 
trying to whack Hamas negotiators, 
so Hegseth seems to have over-
stepped when he demanded that 
media outlets accept new rules for 
reporting on his precious Depart-
ment of War. Even Fox “News,” his 
former employer, refused. Only the 
odious and obsequious One Ameri-
ca News Network, aka OANN, has 
acquiesced.

It’s not a good time for a news 
blackout on our national war ma-
chine. The President may be dream-
ing of Trumpifying the eastern 
Mediterranean shore, but his little 

bald minion, Stephen Miller, is on 
the tube every day screaming 
“Insurrection!” 

The New Republic’s Greg 
Sargent recently made the 
case that Miller is stirring up 

conflict to provide an excuse for 
Trump to invoke the Insurrec-
tion Act and impose an author-

itarian dictatorship. 
If that’s the case, and we suspect it 

is, then there’s only one way to keep 
it from happening.

See you on the streets.

by Brad Reed

U.S. President Donald 
Trump and his admin-

istration have been trying to depict 
the city of Portland, Oregon as a 
lawless apocalyptic wasteland in 
which roving bands of Antifa ac-
tivists set fire to local businesses and 
terrorize federal immigration en-
forcement officials.

Local residents and elected of-
ficials, however, have been open-
ly ridiculing Trump for making 
claims that are, according to CNN 
fact checker Daniel Dale, “detached 
from reality.”

In a salvo against Portland on 
Friday, October 10th, Trump said, 
“Every time I look at that place it’s 
burning down, there are fires all over 
the place.”

Trump went on to falsely claim 
that “when a store owner rebuilds 
a store they build it out of plywood, 
they don’t put up storefronts any-
more, they just put wood up.”

These descriptions of Portland 
are are odds with the reality on the 
ground, where people dressed in in-
flatable animal costumes have been 
conducting peaceful protests and 
dance parties outside of a local Im-
migrations and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) center for the last few 
weeks.

U.S. Homeland Security Secre-
tary Kristi Noem appeared to rec-
ognize this discrepancy earlier in 
the week, and on Thursday she ac-
cused every public official in the city, 
including the chief of the Portland 
Police Department and the super-
intendent of the Oregon State Po-
lice Department, of trying to cover 

up the rampant lawlessness taking 
place there.

“They are all lying and disin-
genuous, dishonest people!” Noem 
claimed during a White House 
Cabinet meeting.

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) re-
sponded to Noem’s claim with 
open ridicule, and he posted a video 
showing Portland to be a safe and 
vibrant city.

“Thoughts and prayers to Cosplay 
Cop Kristi who had to endure the 
dogs, farmer’s markets, capybaras, 
and marathon runners of Portland 
this week,” he wrote in a post on X.

Portland City Council member 
Angelita Morillo appeared on CNN 
Thursday night and also heaped 
scorn on Noem for her remarks 
about her city.

“I never thought that renowned 
puppy-killer Kristi Noem would be 
so afraid of protesters wearing frog 
costumes and chicken costumes, 

but here we are,” she said. “We’re 
not hiding anything. The reason she 
didn’t see anything on the ground 
is because everything here is under 
control. People are exercising their 
right to free speech, as they are al-
lowed to under the Constitution… 
. There is no terrorism happening 
here, I think that they are just a very 
scared people.”

Portland resident Samuel Cosby 
also posted a video from Portland 
that showed people going about 
their daily lives peacefully and with-
out incident.

“There are not ‘fires all over the 
place,’” Cosby emphasized. “Stop 
letting these buffoons lie to you.”

–=≈=–
Brad Reed is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

–=≈=–

Isaac Bennett of South Berwick 
visited Dover, N.H. on Saturday, 

got gloriously drunk and drove his 
horse recklessly about the streets 
until the animal ran away and “fired 
out” the drunken driver, landing him 
on his head on a reservoir cover. He 
was badly cut and bruised; had he 
been sober his brains would have 
been scattered all over the street. 

The Rochester correspondent of 
the Portsmouth Times asks: “Will 
some one throw a brick at the Ports-
mouth correspondent of Foster’s?” 
He evidently thinks Portsmouth is 
south of the Mason & Dixon’s line. 

Morris Hennessy, sixty years old, 

was killed by the fall of a campaign 
flag-pole in Providence, R.I., Oct. 
19th. 

By a collison [sic] on a railroad 
near Freeport, Ill., Oct. 18th, three 
men were killed and seven others 
injured. 

Four men were killed and fifteen 
others injured by an accident on the 
Baltimore & Ohio railroad near 
Washington, Pa., Oct. 19th. 

During the past year there were 
248 accidents to mail trains on 
which postal clerks were employed. 

* Many people believe that President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower said that. He didn’t, 
but what difference does that make?

† Since there will be room to spare at the 
Smithsonian once all the real history has 
been purged, perhaps that historic moment 
could be immortalized in a diorama: all 
those brass hats, seated in that Quantico 
auditorium—an all-American version of 
China’s terra cotta army.
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TICKETS & INFO: TheMusicHall.org • 603.436.2400 
28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, NH

�/MusicHall   �@MusicHall   �/MusicHallNH

LEGENDARY ACTS IN 
AN INTIMATE THEATER
Concerts, Comics, Cinema, & Celebrated Authors

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

Cuzin Richard Entertainment & 
Modern Records Shop
richard@cuzinrichard.com • vintage records etc.,
& Representation of Live Musicians
93 High Street # 1 Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 502-0570 cell

Leonard Korn MD
Direct 

Psychiatric Care
Private and Confidential
Self-Pay, No Insurance
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Check out my website for details:
www.leonardkornmd.com
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The Health Care Emergency Behind the Government Shutdown
Health care costs are about to skyrocket for working Americans, 
but GOP lawmakers are prioritizing tax breaks for the wealthy.

The monthly Portsmouth Dem-
ocratic Roundtable is held on 

the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. In September 
the Roundtable will be on October 
28th. Call or contact Peter Somssich 
for the location. The Roundtable is 
an opportunity to socialize with 
Democrats and other friends with-
out any agenda or rigid structure. It 
is an opportunity for new residents 

of Portsmouth to meet those in-
volved in the Portsmouth Demo-
crats and learn of opportunities to 
get involved, suggest new ideas, or 
be supportive of planned initiatives. 

Next month the Roundtable will 
be held on November 25th. For 
information or questions please 
contact Peter Somssich at (603) 
436-5382 (No Texts Please) or peter.
somssich@gmail.com. 

Halfway down the column at the immediate right, our predecessor Wash-
ington Freeman, or someone on his staff, complains about the building at 
the far left of this photo. In a derelict condition in 1888, it was being 
occupied—certainly for free—by undesireable persons, i.e., “hoodlums and 
tramps.” Well, some things have changed in 137 years, and some have not. 
This ancient locale, where the penniless hobo once laid down his head and 
bindle, is still available for transient lodging. But—of this we can be cer-
tain—no hobos need apply. If you plan to flop here, bring your Platinum 
Card: the rate appears to be about $560 a night. In other hyperlocal news, 
this bridge is expected to re-open to two-way traffic soon. That’ll be nice. 
The next question is, will the old mill stone that once graced a front yard 
about 800 feet west of here be incorporated into the final landscaping?

In these wrecks four clerks were 
killed [and] sixty-three wounded 
more or less severely, and forty-five 
slightly injured. There are no statis-
tics given by the general superinten-
dent of the railway mail service, of 
the number of postal clerks whose 
heads were taken off; the postmaster 
general keeps that tally. 

A strange horse disease is prevail-
ing in New Bedford, Mass. 

The doors and windows of the old 
north mill, which for months have 
been open for the entrance of hood-
lums and tramps, have been boarded 
up. Time for it to be done. [The old 
mill is still housing transients. See photo 
at left. – Ed.]

The striking street car men in 
Chicago are fighting the new men 
[i.e., scabs] with bricks and clubs, 
and making things very unpleasant. 

City Treasurer Axworth, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, has left; $400,000 
short. Senator Payne is on his bond 
for $500,000. 

Jeff King, a negro, died at Mannie, 
Ga., Oct 21st, at the age of 128 years. 
He could not remember how many 
wives he had had, nor even guess at 
the number of his children. Three 
years ago he married a colored girl 
twenty years old, who has borne him 
two children. 

A paymaster for Contractor Mc-
Fadden, who is building a branch 
of the Lehigh Valley railroad near 
Wilksbarre [sic] Pa., started out with 
a body guard on the 19th inst., with 
$20,000 to pay the laborers. The en-
tire party were shot by three masked 
men, and the money stolen. Three 
Italians are accused of the crime. 

W.F. Fritz, treasurer of Herman-
town school district, near Duluth, 
Minn., was waylaid Wednesday 
night of last week by four high-
waymen, who pulled him from his 
buggy, beat him, and robbed him of 
a money belt containing over $2000 
in school funds. The previous trea-
surer was robbed in the same man-
ner six years ago in the same spot. 

On Sunday night, Oct. 14th, Isaac 

Van Derne was assassinated by a 
negro named Nathaniel on a plan-
tation near Wharton, Texas. The 
murderer was captured, taken from 
the party and lynched. Noe it is said 
the negroes in Brazonia and Fort 
Bend counties threaten a general 
massacre of the whites. 

Col. R.M. Pulsifer, publisher of 
the Boston Herald, was found dead in 
bed at his country house in Islington 
last Friday. The cause of his death 
was nervous prostration induced by 
insomnia. 

There are 481 names on 
Seabrook’s check list. There are 
seventy-five Eatons, thirty-seven 
Dows, and thirty-two Fowlers. 

The late John Wentworth of Chi-
cago is to have a monument erect-
ed to his memory in that city. It is 
furnished by the Hallowell Granite 
Co. of Hallowell, Me., and sent to 
Chicago by rail, with the exception 
of the base, which is eighteen feet 
square and two feet thick, and which 

by Karen Dolan

Health care access in this coun-
try is in grave danger—and 

your wallet could be, too. Those facts 
are key to understanding the latest 
government shutdown.

“My kids have health care 
through Medicaid—which is es-
pecially important for my daughter 
with autism,” Alexis Cortes, a mom 
of four, told me. But “the ‘One Big 
Beautiful Bill’ calls for massive cuts 
to Medicaid, food assistance, and 
early childhood education pro-
grams,” she warns.

Also at issue are the 24 million 
Americans who benefit from the 
soon-to-expire tax credits that help 
them afford their health coverage 
on the Affordable Care Act mar-
ketplace. When Republicans passed 
their tax cuts for billionaires and 
corporations in this summer’s so-
called One Big Beautiful Bill, they 
intentionally left out renewing this 
credit that helps regular people af-
ford health care.

As a result, according to KFF 
Health, not only could the 24 mil-
lion ACA users see a doubling 
of their premium costs, but most 
Americans could see their premiums 

rise if this tax credit isn’t renewed.
Coupled with the over $1 tril-

lion that the GOP bill gutted from 
Medicaid in order to fund those 
massive tax giveaways to billionaires, 
Americans are about to experience 
significant reductions in their access 
to health coverage, long-term care, 
nursing home care, and hospital care, 
especially in rural areas.

This is what’s at stake with the 
current government shutdown on 
Capitol Hill.

The Republican majority is trying 
to pass a stop-gap spending measure 
that sustains President Trump’s mass 
firings of public servants, maintains 
his freeze on nearly half a trillion 
dollars meant for our communities, 
and keeps their cuts to everything 
from education to health care, food 
assistance, student loans, and even 
cancer research.

Some lawmakers want to stop this 
calamity from happening.

The Democrats have a counter-
proposal to fund the government 
that restores this health care fund-
ing, keeps costs under control for 
families already grappling with high 
costs of living, and prohibits illegal-
ly freezing appropriated funds. But 
with Republican majorities in the 

House and Senate, the Democrats’ 
proposal hasn’t been able to pass.

Nearly 80 percent of Ameri-
cans—including most Trump sup-
porters—agree with Alexis, telling 
pollsters they want lawmakers to 
restore those expiring ACA credits.

Unfortunately, President Trump is 
disingenuously claiming that Dem-
ocrats aren’t agreeing to the massive 
health care cuts because they want 
to spend taxpayer dollars on undoc-
umented immigrants instead.

This is untrue. Undocumented 
immigrants pay taxes but aren’t al-
lowed to get government health 
care benefits. Period. The president 
and his allies are telling this lie in an 
effort to gut your health care.

Trump is also vowing to use the 
government shutdown as an oppor-
tunity to enact mass federal worker 
firings and to deny funds to states 
that voted against him. That means 
“blue states”—including plenty of 
red and purple communities inside 
them—are being denied funds for 
projects like building roads and 
bridges as a form of punishment.

Trump also instructed that the 
email signatures of government em-
ployees blame Democrats for the 
government shutdown. The admin-

istration has posted similar false and 
partisan messages on some executive 
branch agency websites.

Together, these measures may vi-
olate at least four federal laws against 
misappropriating or freezing federal 
funds, or spending them on partisan 
activity—including the Anti-De-
ficiency Act, the Hatch Act, the 
Anti-Lobbying Act, and the Im-
poundment Control Act.

Meanwhile, families like Alexis’s 
are scared and struggling, wondering 
how they will be able to care for their 
families when their health coverage 
vanishes or becomes unaffordable.

The 80 percent of us who object to 
defunding our families and commu-
nities just so the rich can get richer 
need to make our voices heard. The 
sooner we do, the sooner the gov-
ernment can reopen and our fami-
lies can receive the care and services 
we need.

–=≈=–
Karen Dolan directs the Criminal-
ization of Race and Poverty Project 
at the Institute for Policy Studies. 
This op-ed is licensed under a Cre-
ative Commons Attribution-No 
Derivative 3.0 License and was 
distributed by OtherWords.org.

Portsmouth Democratic Roundtable
October 28th — NEW TIME 6:00 p.m.

Co-Sponsored by the Portsmouth Democrats and the
Seacoast Friends Preserving Democracy (SFPD).
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“While communism is the control of business 
by government, fascism is the control of 

government by business.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

john@wordpraxis.com

“The global fleet [of superyachts] has 300 vehicles. In a year, 
it generates as much CO2 as the 10 million inhabitants of Burundi.”

– Andreas Malm, How to Blow Up a Pipeline

Make Fascism
Wrong Again
Rebecca Hoffman

Fine Gardening, LLC
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Beware of 
Cruise Ships

– a Bar Harbor reader
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Saturday saw a rare confluence on Market Street. At left, an Italian Isetta, 
which developed a robust 9.5 horsepower out of a 14.4 cubic inch two-
stroke engine. Introduced in 1953, these “bubble cars” got up to 70 mpg. At 
right, a BMW 600, which sported the same flat-twin used in BMW’s R67 
motorcycle. Thrill seekers could push this buggy up to 60 mph!

from its size had to be shipped by 
vessel to New York, and thence by 
barge through the canal to Chica-
go. The shaft is four feet six inches 
square at the base, fifty-five feet 
high, tapering in shape, and weighs 
seventy tons. Two special cars are be-
ing constructed at the Portland car 
works to carry it, it being the larg-
est stone ever transported by rail in 
this country. The whole monument, 
which will cost about $30,000, is ex-
pected to reach Chicago this week. 
[At the time of its erection—no other 
term seems to do justice here—Went-
worth’s monument was said to be the 
tallest tombstone in the west. Suspect-
ing that Mr. Wentworth suffered from 
a Trumpian degree of self-regard, we 

consulted our friend Wikipedia, pe-
rusal of which disabused us of that 
unkind notion. Born in the Granite 
State, “Long John” (he stood six feet 
and six inches tall) was one of those 
Wentworths. Moving west, he owned 
and edited the Chicago Democrat for 
a quarter-century, served five terms 
in Congress as a Democrat, and, back 
in the day when it made sense to do so, 
changed parties and served one more as 
a Republican. He was also elected twice 
to be Mayor of Chicago. – The Ed.]

In January, 1886, Robert J. Smith 
of Jessup, Ga., was murdered by 
Lewis Edwards, a negro, who was 
sentenced to life imprisonment. His 
attorney secured a new trial and the 
case was to have begun on the 15th. 
Sunday night, the 14th, the sheriff 
took Edwards to Jessup, and at two 

o’clock in the morning on the 15th a 
party of masked men entered the jail 
and shot him dead. 

An Adams county (Penn.) farmer 
was told by one of a band of gyp-
sies that any money he might hide 
on a certain spot on his farm would 
double itself in a night. To test the 
matter he placed $10 in a deposit 
and the next morning found $20. 
This so elated hiim that he went to 
the Littletown Bank, drew out $800, 
and deposited it, but next morning, 
to his dismay, the $800 was gone, 
and so were the gypsies. 

The New Hampshire Gazette
October 25, 1888

Gaetno Russo, an Italian of New 
York city, and his wife Para, noto-

Privatizing The VA Will Be A Disaster 
For New Hampshire’s Rural Vets

by Suzanne Gordon and Steve Early

James Jones is a 54-year-old dis-
abled Army veteran. After four 

years of active duty and four in the 
reserves, Jones says he has a “multi-
tude” of health care problems.

“There’s PTSD, a right arm injury, 
my right shoulder, chronic rhinitis 
from toxic exposure during the Gulf 
War, dental,” he says. That’s why he 
depends on the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) health system, 
the nation’s largest.

Jones, a federal employee from 
Wakauga County, North Carolina, 
is also one of the 25 percent of vets 
who live in rural areas. And care for 
these rural veterans is now at serious 
risk as Republicans push to cut ru-
ral health care and privatize the VA. 
New Hampshire, which has one of 
the highest veteran populations per 
capita in the country, could be espe-
cially impacted.

The VA MISSION Act of 2018, 
passed under President Trump’s first 
term, established a parallel private 
network, the Veterans Community 
Care Program (VCCP). The VCCP 
now sees 60 percent of VA patients 
and eats up over $30 billion a year 
that could go to hiring more staff 
and improving the VA’s aging infra-
structure.

This year, VA Secretary Doug 
Collins asked Congress for a 50 
percent increase in VCCP funding 

and—in an unprecedented move—a 
reduction in VA funding. The private 
sector, backers insist, can provide ru-
ral veterans with high quality, con-
venient care without the delays they 
may face at the VA. But Jones and 
other rural veterans say this is a lie.

“I prefer to go to the VA, even if 
I have to drive longer to get there,” 
Jones says. But even if he wanted to 
take advantage of non-VA providers, 
there are simply not enough near his 
home—or anywhere else in rural 
America—to accommodate the 
needs of the 4.7 million rural veter-
ans like himself.

That’s precisely what the Veterans 
Healthcare Policy Institute (VHPI) 
found. In a study, which one of us 
(Suzanne) authored, VHPI discov-
ered that rural veterans seeking care 
in the private sector face even greater 
barriers than those in the VA.

While these providers may be 
well-intentioned, few have enough 
expertise to recognize veterans’ com-
plex health care problems, much less 
treat them. This was also the con-
clusion of not one but two RAND 
Corporation studies of private sector 
providers.

Bob Anderson, an 81-year-old 
Vietnam veteran in Albuquerque, 
has been very frustrated by these 
providers: “When I went to the 
private sector cancer doctor, my ap-
pointment was late in the afternoon 
on a Friday, and they prescribed pain 

meds that I had to pick up at the VA 
which was all the way across town,” 
he said. “It was very difficult to get 
the pain medicine I needed.”

Anderson says there was no ef-
fort to coordinate or follow up 
his care. In the VA system, by 
contrast, “You’d always get a 
call from a nurse or nurse 
practitioner the next day to 
see how you were doing.”

But for many rural 
veterans, the problem 
isn’t just finding a provid-
er who understands their  
needs—it’s finding any provider at 
all. Of the less than 1,800 rural hos-
pitals remaining, 432 are considered 
“vulnerable to closure.”

In fact, the majority of rural 
Americans already live in so-called 
health deserts. In states with large 
rural populations like Georgia, 

North Carolina, and Texas, 
nearly every rural county—and 
many urban ones—falls under 

this designation.
Worse still, President 

Trump’s new budget will 
decimate rural hospitals 
and discourage even 
more medical and 
mental health profes-

sionals from practicing 
in rural areas.

If millions of veterans are steered 
out of the VA and into crumbling 
rural health care institutions, they’ll 

be forced to compete with their 
loved ones, friends, and community 
members for increasingly scarce ru-
ral health care resources. That’s bad 
for all concerned.

Fortunately, opposition is forming 
to the administration’s VA priorities 
and other efforts to dismantle the 
federal government. James Jones is 
part of that opposition. What he and 
his fellow veterans want is not more 
costly and unnecessary outsourcing 
but improvements in the VA itself.

–=≈=–
This op-ed was adapted from a 
long-form story at Barn Raiser 
and distributed for syndication by 
OtherWords.org.

–=≈=–

Forcing millions of veterans out of the VA and into our crum-
bling rural hospitals will hurt both vets and their communities.
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a compendium of drawings by Mike Dater
most of which first appeared in

The New Hampshire Gazette
Now Available at the Book Nook

32 Daniel Street, Portsmouth

Trouble Sleeping These Days?
Then Laugh, Instead!

www.robertwlockwood.com

“Paris is still 
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Did You Notice the Devious Smirks?
To the Editor:

On the day the first phase of the 
ceasefire was signed, did you notice the 
devious smirks on the faces of Donald 
Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu?

Both these “peacemakers” knew 
they had pulled off a peace propa-
ganda coup for the moment, but the 
deep dark recesses of their hearts could 
not help but rejoice at the inevitable 
crumbling of peace that would come 
in either the very short term of weeks, 
or at worst in the months or the next 
few years to come.

Trump and Netanyahu do not have 
love in their hearts for Palestinians. 
They have everlasting hate. And why, 
pray tell, do Christians and Jews hate 
Muslims so much?

A very few commentators have 
rightly pointed to the religious chau-
vinism characteristic of both Jews and 
Christians.

All three denominations of the 
Abrahamic monotheistic religion 
claim to have the fullest revelation of 
God’s will ever given to humankind. 
Some 400 years after the last Jewish 
prophet spoke to ancient Israel, Jews 
decided that God was finished speak-
ing to humankind, so they sealed up 
their scripture and took exclusive 
charge of that book.

At about the same time, Chris-
tians were claiming a new and more 
comprehensive revelation of God’s 
word through Jesus that superseded 
the Jewish revelation to Moses and 
the prophets. This explains the Chris-
tian antisemitism underlying Jew-
ish-Christian “friendship” throughout 
time.

When no substantial Christian 
prophet spoke to Christianity af-
ter Jesus and the apostles, Christians 
took up the process of codifying their 
revelation into scripture and strongly 
assumed an end to God’s communi-
cation with humankind. Soon after, an 
Arab prophet arose in the desert and 
published what he claimed was the 
latest, best word from God. The three 
western monotheistic traditions have 
largely unfriended each other since 
that time.

The high priests of all three denom-
inations have long claimed that they, 

and they alone, are the true shepherds 
of God’s will and that the other two 
denominational claims to superior-
ity are scams. The memberships of 
all three denominations seem never 
to have become acquainted with the 
clear teachings of their founders that 
their own special status or chosenness 
was designed to be contingent in its 
longevity upon humility, inclusivity, 
peace and justice, democratic gover-
nance, and openness to God’s ongoing 
word whenever and wherever it hap-
pens to pop up. Why would they not 
share such an important teaching with 
their own parishioners? Because that 
teaching might diminish their haugh-
ty claims of sainthood and dominance 
in the world of western religion.

All three Abrahamic religions have 
demonstrated again and again that 
they have fallen far away from God’s 
peerless graces and teachings and thus 
have frittered away their specialness.

This point helps explain why there 
will never be an end to the conflict in 
Palestine, which has been going on 
since 1947, and in truth, since 600 
C.E. Power-hungry leaders on both 
the Israeli and Palestinian sides want 
to stay in power more than they want 
peace for their people. Those leaders 
deliberately corrupt both religion and 
government, church and state, in order 
to facilitate their nightmarish dreams 
of superiority and hegemony.

Israel’s “leader” Netanyahu is a per-
secutor of religious belief. He is the 
anti-Moses, anti-Israel, anti-human-
itarian abuser of both the Palestinian 
and Israeli people. Moses and Jesus 
laid out the correct humanitarian way 
to deter crime and war and the path 
to establishing real peace and domestic 
tranquility. They said the punishment 
for evil must be a tooth for a tooth, an 
eye for an eye, and a life for a life—in 
other words, proportionate. But Net-
anyahu has taken perhaps 20, 30, 40 
Palestinian civilian lives or more for 
every Israeli life lost on October 7th 
and thus has clearly demonstrated he 
is no ethical leader.

Netanyahu fell as a true leader be-
cause his highest priority from the 
beginning has not been peace, or hos-
tage-release, or child welfare, or educa-
tion, or democracy, or ending Hamas, 

or religious freedom for Muslims and 
Jews. His real objective has always 
been to stay in power for the rest of his 
life as the despotic ruler of Israel. His 
real objective is to exploit and enflame 
religious enmity between Jews and 
Muslims. His real objective is duck-
ing criminal prosecution for his many 
crimes committed while in office. His 
real objective is to glorify Benjamin 
Netanyahu, even if he must denigrate 
and destroy tens of thousands of civil-
ians in Gaza to do so. And he and his 
American partner in religious intoler-
ance are not done yet.

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
Thanks for this interesting take on 

recency as a possible factor behind the 
widespread antipathy toward Muslims 
among Jews and Christians. Could it 
be that your locale, with its own unique 
religious history, has enhanced your per-
ceptions in that regard?

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trump’s Self-Fulfilling Prophecy
Dear Editor:

Trump’s descriptions of a nation 
consumed by violence, in which cities 
like Portland, Oregon are “a wasteland 
of firebombs, beatings and brazen at-
tacks on federal officers and property,” 
as a result of the “Radical Left’s reign 
of terror,” amount to a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. 

By activating National Guard 
troops from Texas and Illinois and 
sending them to Chicago to pro-
tect ICE agents, Trump is using his 
administration’s false perceptions of 
rampant violence in Democratic cities 
to justify the use of excessive military 
force in hopes that these actions will 
in turn result in the exact violence 
that they imagined. This would allow 
Trump to justify the enactment of the 
Insurrection Act, and send troops into 
any city he feels is a threat to him. 

Gov. Pritzker of Illinois stated that 
Trump “wants to militarize major cit-
ies across the U.S., especially in blue 
states, because he wants us to get used 
to the idea of military on the streets 
before the 2026 elections. I believe 
that he’s going to post people outside 
of ballot boxes and polling places. And 

if he needs to in order to control these 
elections, he’ll assume control of the 
ballot boxes and let the administration 
count the results.”

Trump is clearly attempting to cre-
ate the violence that he is imagining 
as a way of preventing free and fair 
elections and to subvert democracy. 
A self-fulfilling prophecy that gives 
Trump the justification that fulfills his 
authoritarian desires. 

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
We wish we could muster up some kind 

of skepticism about your analysis of this 
situation.

The Editor
–=≈=–

If It Wasn’t For Double Standards…
To the Editor:

Sophie Roske, a transgender wom-
an, was sentenced to 97 months in 
prison for her plot to assassinate Su-
preme Court Justice Brett Kavana-
ugh. Prosecutors sought a minimum 
sentence of 30 years.

Judge Deborah Boardman ex-
plained that Roske voluntarily 
abandoned her assassination plan, ex-
pressed remorse, had no prior criminal 
record, and was experiencing a mental 
health crisis.

Boardman also questioned whether 
Roske would receive adequate mental 
health treatment in prison, citing Pres-
ident Trump’s executive order banning 
gender-affirming care for federal in-
mates.

Attorney General Pam Bondi and 
conservative media outlets like the 
New York Post and National Review 
have expressed outrage over the 8-year 
sentence.

Yet by their standards, the scores of 
January 6th rioters who breached the 
Capitol while chanting “Hang Mike 
Pence!” should also have been sen-
tenced to at least 30 years in prison. 
After all, they are domestic terrorists 
who attempted to execute the Vice 
President. Instead, they have all been 
pardoned by President Trump.

Appallingly, in an interview with 
Jonathan Karl of ABC News, Trump 

actually defended the January 6th riot-
ers’ “Hang Mike Pence!” chants. 

How can anyone claim to oppose 
political violence while supporting a 
person who pardoned January 6th ri-
oters who assaulted police officers and 
publicly defended their violent chants?

Terry Hansen
Milwaukee, Wisc.
Terry:
You end your letter by asking “How….” 

Apparently it’s quite easy if you have suf-
ficient contempt for the truth.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Where’s the Leadership?
To the editor:

A Le Monde headline claimed the 
Polish president said Putin is ready to 
invade other countries. Still, the article 
explained that Poland closed its Belar-
us border for the upcoming Russian 
and Belarusian war games and will 
hold its own.

During the 2016 contest and his 
first term, Donald Trump proudly 
claimed a close relationship with Pu-
tin, raising concerns about his influ-
ence over U.S. foreign policy. In the 
2024 election, he boldly promised to 
end the war on day one, suggesting a 
decisive stance on peace. However, in 
his current second term, he is turning 
a blind eye as Russia commits inex-
cusable war crimes in Ukraine, and 
Europe faces the threat of Russian ag-
gression. This is a betrayal of our values 
and a failure to uphold our commit-
ments to our allies. We must demand 
leadership that stands firm against ag-
gression and champions human rights.

Before our eyes, Russia is actively 
trying to redraw the map of Europe, 
aiming to forge a new Soviet Union 
and dismantle NATO. This is a crit-
ical moment that demands unwaver-
ing support from the United States for 
Ukraine and NATO. The question is 
whether this administration will stand 
firm, and that uncertainty should con-
cern us all. Our collective security de-
pends on decisive action now.

Aidan J. Bain
Elma, New York
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The Trump Effect
To the Editor:

Many historians say America is now 
living through a severe Constitutional 
Crisis. The “Rule of Law” has been re-
placed with “Rule of the Strongest and 
Richest.” America has lost prestige and 
esteem around the world. America is 
more susceptible to international and 
domestic terrorism due to this admin-
istration’s penchant for un-funding 
anti-terrorism units within the FBI 
and the IRS white collar crime units. 
The cost of living for many Americans 
is skyrocketing.The administration has 
packed the Cabinet with unqualified 
members. Trump is deporting millions 
of undocumented residents without 
due process. Many of these “removals” 
are violent, involve personal harm and 
the destruction of property, and are 
warrantless.

The smart and thoughtful men 
and women throughout our history 
who sought to “Form A More Perfect 
Union” are now represented by an ad-
ministration illegally trying to “Mili-
tarize” the country, by sending troops 
against American Democratic cities 
and states.

This administration pardoned thou-
sands of felons, convicted of trying to 
overthrow our government, who beat 
many Capital Police, resulting in nu-
merous deaths. American values and 
norms are being undone. The Ad-
ministration is attempting to muzzle 
and challenge “Free Speech” (part of 
The First Amendment) by our media 
companies, our colleges’ and universi-
ties’ curricula, and numerous law firms. 
Top government officials can neither 
discern nor speak the truth. Most Re-
publican Senators cannot find their 
backbone and “moral code” to do their 
jobs. Illegal campaigns by this Presi-
dent, the Justice Department, and 
FBI to indict and jail Democratic op-
ponents, and to “claw-back” Congres-
sionally-approved monies for projects 
in “Blue” cities and states. Republicans 
have launched a coordinated assault 
on our Constitution and our Democ-
racy. The President and his family are 

enriching themselves by repeatedly 
violating the “Emoluments Clause” 
of the U.S. Constitution. Our “Su-
preme Court” has members who have 
violated normal rules of justice and 
impartiality in their decisions, many 
of which operate without any “discus-
sion” or explanation in what they call a 
“Shadow Docket.”

Herb Moyer
Exeter, N.H.
Herb:
Jeez—add it all up like that, and it 

starts to look bad!
The Editor

–=≈=–
Your Capitalism Ate My Exceptionalism

To the editor;
Virtually all nations generate a my-

thology to explain and justify their 
creation and growth. Although the 
stories that comprise it may be based 
on historical events, they rarely provide 
an historically accurate portrayal, exag-
gerating items that glorify while gloss-
ing over those that disparage. One of 
the founding myths of America is 
the concept of “American Exception-
alism.” It is the belief that the U.S. is 
unique among nations because of its 
founding values and political system. 
Exceptionalism claims that the U.S. 
is the first nation to be founded upon 
universal principles of liberty, equali-
ty and natural rights as stated in the 
Declaration of Independence. These 
values are enshrined in the Constitu-
tion and incorporated in the unique 
institutions of American democracy. 
Although the Exceptionalist myth has 
been tarnished by the existence of slav-
ery in the early Republic and the wars 
of extermination waged against Native 
Americans, it remains a key element in 
the American origin story.

A central tenet of Exceptionalism 
is that any American, no matter what 
their station at birth, can rise to wealth 
through hard work. Freed from re-
strictive European class systems and 
empowered by equality and liberty, all 
had the opportunity to achieve pros-
perity. This idea found support in the 
emerging economic theory of Capi-
talism which promoted private prop-

erty rights, free markets, unrestricted 
individual choice and minimal gov-
ernment intervention. Capitalism 
was quickly adopted as the vehicle for 
achieving prosperity. The American 
Dream was born.

Unfettered Capitalism, however, 
soon proved to have negative conse-
quences. During the “Gilded Age” 
(late 19th century), the predations of 
industrial Robber Barons generated 
great wealth for a few and delivered 
grinding poverty for the working 
class. Rapacious financial specula-
tors amassed personal fortunes while 
causing a series of financial crises and 
recessions including the Great De-
pression. The egalitarian promise of a 
classless society went unmet, trading a 
system of feudal exploitation for con-
trol by a Capitalist plutocracy. 

 Following World War II, there 
was a 30-year period of widespread 
growth and prosperity. Since the 
late 70’s, however, there has been a 
re-emergence of wealth and income 
inequality not seen since the 1920’s. 
Working class wages have been es-
sentially stagnant since the 70’s and 
the middle class, once buoyed by blue 
collar prosperity, has shrunk. Owners 
of capital have vastly increased their 
wealth while working class families 
are increasingly unable to afford the 
costs of housing, healthcare or higher 
education for their children. The idea 
of a meritocracy where anyone could 
rise to prosperity has become a cruel 
joke. Social mobility has declined so 
that America now has lower rates of 
social mobility than several European 
countries. A meritocracy for all has 
been replaced by a meritocracy for the 
wealthy where affluent families pro-
vide the benefits of a good education 
and social networks to their children 
while the poor are locked into a repet-
itive cycle of poverty. 

There is no doubt that the Capi-
talist system has facilitated industrial 
growth and generated great wealth. 
Contrary to the ideas of American 
Exceptionalism, however, it has not 
produced widespread prosperity. The 
top 1 percent of the population owns 
approximately 30 percent of America’s 
wealth mostly in the form of capital in-
vestments. The next 20 percent, com-

prised largely of salaried professionals, 
owns approximately 54 percent while 
the bottom 50 percent, largely made 
up of the working class, owns approx-
imately 3 percent. The bottom group 
endures economic insecurity, living 
paycheck to paycheck, fearing that an 
unexpected crisis may drive them into 
insolvency. For the bottom 50 percent, 
the American Dream is largely out of 
reach. An economic system that was 
supposed to reinforce democratic val-
ues, offering equal opportunity to all, 
has become an engine for the creation 
of an oligarchy that uses its wealth and 
power to seek political advantage and 
perpetuate itself. Capitalism has not 
lived up to its promise. Only a major 
re-structuring to break the power of 
the oligarchs can restore its association 
with democratic values. This is unlike-
ly to happen soon given the power of 
wealth to sustain itself and, despite its 
rhetoric, the self-aggrandizing Trump 
administration is more likely to ally it-
self with the oligarchs rather than the 
working class.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Robert:
For the record, we have never read 

Marx. Just being alive, though, has 
taught us this: exploitation of the masses 
by the upper classes seems to have been the 
rule for long stretches of history. The elder 
third of Americans may vaguely recall a 
period of some slight exception.

Our rulers—make that our would-be 
rulers, we’re not conceding a damn thing 
to them—are now trying to make that 
arrangement permanent, ruthless, and 
irrevocable.

We have other ideas, other inten-
tions… other plans.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Sorrow For Kirk’s Death, But No Respect 
To the Editor:
The death of Charlie Kirk was a ter-

rible tragedy and my condolences go 
out to his family. However, people in-
cluding many children die of gun vio-
lence every day in our country and our 
President and the Republican Party do 
not seem to care.

When our city, like many others, 
followed the lead of the President and 
lowered flags to half-staff on munici-

pal buildings and properties as a sign 
of respect, I was frankly a bit angry. 
Aside from his advocacy of Donald 
Trump’s ideas, Mr. Kirk did not con-
tribute anything democracy-enhanc-
ing to our nation, unlike most who are 
so honored by the lowering of the flag. 

I refuse to express respect or to hon-
or someone with the following racist, 
misogynistic, and homophobic views 
that were recently highlighted in both 
the New York Times and the Christian 
Science Monitor:

• He was critical of the rights of the 
LGBTQ community.

• He was an opponent of the separa-
tion of church and state.

• He was convinced that all Amer-
icans should own guns, and that gun 
deaths were inevitable but acceptable 
to preserve our 2nd Amendment free-
dom.

• He saw the religion of Islam as a 
threat to America.

• He claimed that he supported 
free speech, but encouraged students 
to report professors that had so-called 
“leftist views.”

• He supported Replacement theo-
ry, suggesting that Jews and non-white 
people are threatening to replace the 
jobs of white people.

• He believed that the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 was a destructive force for 
Americans.

With respect to our flag, many cit-
izens may not be aware that we are 
not obligated to go along with the 
president’s directive to lower the flag 
to half-staff. After I conducted some 
research online and consulted with a 
local law professor, it appears that a 
municipality like Portsmouth is not 
required to follow the suggestion of 
either the President or the Governor 
when it comes to lowering flags locat-
ed on municipal buildings or property. 
In fact, federal, state and municipalities 
are allowed to act separately. That is, an 
order from the President only applies 
to federal buildings and properties, 
and this is also true for a governor 
when it comes to state buildings and 
properties. Similarly, municipalities 
likewise can honor or recognize a local 
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hero (e.g. firefighter) or local tragic 
event (e.g. a tragic fire) by lowering 
the flags on municipal buildings and 
on municipal properties. 

This information is essential, 
should the President choose to rec-
ognize the passing of one of his large 
donors, or a leader of the Proud Boys 
who dies in a motorcycle accident. 
This flag is not the president’s flag; it 
is our flag. We as a municipality are 
not legally obligated to show respect 
or honor to people unless we chose 
to do so. 

All of us should be outraged about 
our country’s gun violence epidemic 
and we should join to do something 
about it so we don’t have to lower the 
flag so often in our country. 

Peter Somssich, former Ports-
mouth State Representative

Portsmouth, N.H.
Peter:
With things as they are, this infor-

mation seems increasingly pertinent. 
The Flag Police salute you.

The Editor 
How Fascists Out Themselves

Dear Editor:
Mr. Trump and his loyal follow-

ers hit any American who opposes 
their policies with a series of labels, 
including domestic terrorists, Com-
munists, and more. My favorite slur 
for Americans who stand up for de-
mocracy is “Antifa.” Speaker Mike 

Johnson (R-La.) recently called the 
“No Kings” rallies planned across 
the nation for October 18th a “Hate 
America rally. It’s all the pro-Hamas 
wing and the, you know, the Antifa 
people, they’re all coming out.”

Unlike groups like the Proud 
Boys, Oath Keepers and the KKK, 
Antifa is not an organization. Antifa 
is an acronym meaning anti-fascist. 
It is a statement of a philosophy, not 
unlike say a person or group of peo-
ple who might call themselves An-
ticom or Anti-Communist.

I find it interesting that Repub-
licans seem to think that being 
anti-Fascist now is some sort of an 
evil concept, something to be rid-
iculed and to be attacked for. As 
I recall America fought a World 
War to rid the world of fascism. On 
June 6, 1944, an armada of tens of 
thousands of Americans, British, 
Canadians, French and other allies 
stormed the beaches of Normandy 
to rid the world of Hitler and the 
Nazis. Earlier, some of these same 
nations landed in Italy to rid the 
world of Mussolini and his fascist 
regime. Over the course of the war 
in Europe millions of allies lost their 
lives fighting fascism and its cousin 
Naziism. If ever there was an Antifa 
group, it was then.

by W.D. Ehrhart

“His primary rules are: never 
allow the public to cool off; 

never admit a fault or wrong; nev-
er concede that there may be some 
good in your enemy; never leave 
room for alternatives; never accept 
blame; concentrate on one enemy at 
a time and blame him for everything 
that goes wrong; people will believe 
a big lie sooner than a little one; and 
if you repeat it frequently enough 
people will sooner or later believe it.”

Does this sound at all familiar? 
Might it remind you of a certain 
someone currently in the process of 
dismantling two hundred and fifty 
years of our constitutional republic?

But that opening paragraph ac-
tually dates from 1943, and is tak-
en from A Psychological Analysis of 
Adolph Hitler written by Walter C. 
Langer for the Office of Strategic 
Services, and later published as The 
Mind of Adolf Hitler: A Secret War-
time Report.

I’ve written previously that his-
torical analogies never hold up un-
der careful scrutiny. Circumstances 
are never the same from one event 
to another, one era to another, one 
person to another. But the parallels 
between Nazi Germany and what 

is happening in the United States 
today are horrifyingly unavoidable.

Hitler himself wrote in Mein 
Kampf that “the broad masses of a 
nation… in the primitive simplicity 
of their minds… more readily fall 
victims to the big lie than the small 
lie, since they themselves often tell 
small lies in little matters but would 
be ashamed to resort to large-scale 
falsehoods. It would never come 
into their heads to fabricate colos-
sal untruths, and they would not 
believe that others could have the 
impudence to distort the truth so 
infamously.”

But as I’ve also written previously, 
Donald Trump has gone Hitler one 
better. Rather than creating one Big 
Lie, he has turned all of reality into 
a Big Lie. During his first four years, 
fact-checkers at the Washington Post 
actually tried to keep track of the 
number of lies he told, which added 
up to 30,573, or an average of 21 per 
day, day in and day out for four years.

I have been aware of no such ef-
forts to keep tabs this time around. 
But then, with Trump suing or in-
dicting anyone he deems an ene-
my—which is anyone who crosses 
him or who tries to hold him ac-
countable for his lies, falsehoods, 
and outright crimes—there seems 

“Beauty is truth; truth beauty.” to be little enthusiasm for the truth 
these days.

Thus, American cities become war 
zones inhabited by domestic ter-
rorists that have to be occupied by 
armed soldiers who are told to hone 
their war fighting skills on their own 
citizens, and heavily militarized, 
masked and hoodied, immigration 
and customs enforcement agents.

Nevermind that every city he has 
invaded—one can call it nothing 
else—is controlled by Democrats 
whose mayors—and often state gov-
ernors—oppose this deployment of 
the national guard, which is in fact 
illegal because there simply is no na-
tional emergency and thus no need 
to nationalize these guard units.

Nevermind that the 11,488 
murderers Trump claims President 
Biden allowed into this country ac-
tually reflect figures over a forty-year 
span including Trump’s first term.

Nevermind that Trump offers no 
evidence at all, let alone proof, that 
the boats his military has been extra-
judicially destroying in international 
waters are crewed by terrorists at 
war with the U.S. rather than simply 
drug dealers out to make a buck off 
the lucrative markets in this country. 
Or indeed, that these boats are even 
being crewed by Venezuelan drug 
dealers.

Nevermind that Trump wildly 

overstates the number of Americans 
who have died of drug overdoses, 
the number of immigrants who 
entered this country illegally under 
Joe Biden, the number of criminal 
immigrants at large in the U.S., the 
success of his punitive tariff policies, 
his own popularity numbers. And 
the list of “neverminds” goes on and 
on and on.

Certainly the MAGAFaithful 
“nevermind” all these things and 
much more. I read a story recently 
about a man who had been screwed 
out of a program of voluntary resig-
nation under Musk’s Department of 
Government Efficiency because he 
missed the deadline to sign up for 
it while on a compassionate leave of 
absence caring for his terminally ill 
wife, who subsequently died, leaving 
him out of a job, broke, and with 
several children. But at the end of 
the article, he said that he still sup-
ports Donald Trump.

What was it that Hitler said 
about “the broad masses” and “the 
primitive simplicity of their minds”? 
Clearly, neither facts nor truth nor 
reason will ever penetrate this man’s 
belief in his Liar-in-Chief. And 
there are millions and millions of 
Americans just like him. God only 
knows how they came to be so de-
luded that they fervently support a 
man who clearly holds them in con-

tempt, enriching himself, his family, 
and his wealthy cronies while screw-
ing guys like the poor schmoo in the 
paragraph above.

Meanwhile, many other millions 
of my fellow citizens—not every-
one has been fooled—will be out in 
the streets all over the country this 
weekend at another round of No 
Kings demonstrations.

But I find myself wondering if 
Donald Trump will use the occa-
sion to declare a state of emergency, 
claiming insurrection and rebellion, 
federalize the entire national guard, 
institute martial law, call out the reg-
ular military, suspend the Constitu-
tion he already ignores, and make 
war on those of us who are still will-
ing to take a stand against tyranny.

We shall find out soon enough. 
Meanwhile, I can’t help thinking 
of John Keats’s immortal words: 
“Beauty is truth; truth beauty.” I 
wish I could offer a more hopeful 
conclusion, but the truth is that we 
are now living in a world that is all-
but-bereft of beauty. For without 
truth, there can be no beauty. And 
truth, these days, is in short supply.

–=≈=–
W.D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War memoir 
trilogy published by McFarland. 

–=≈=–

Better Old News Than New Lies

rious counterfeitors and passers of 
counterfeit money, got twelve and 
fourteen years in the penitentiary 
last month. 

Mrs. J.P. Lynch, daughter of John 
Tobin, formerly president of the 
New York central railroad, and wife 
of a wealthy New York merchant, 
killed herself Oct. 28th by jumping 
from a window of the Hotel Bristol, 
Fifth avenue, while insane. She was 
thirty-six years old. 

Queen Natalie of Servia refus-
es to accept notice of the decree of 
divorce recently granted against her 
by the debauched head of the Ser-
vian church, at the bidding of the 
immoral scoundrel, King Milan. 

[Among King Milan’s extramarital 
conquests: Jennie Churchill, mother of 
Winston. - The Ed.]

A man about sixty years old, giv-
ing the name of James Fitzgerald, 
applied at the police station on Sat-
urday evening, and stopped there 
for the night, being turned out in 
the morning. About eleven o’clock 
Monday forenoon he was hanging 
around the railroad station, evi-
dently the worse for drink, and was 
driven off by Mr. Moses Leighton, 
flagman at the Vaughan street cross-
ing. Shortly after eleven o’clock, as a 
freight train bound east was passing 
out by the depot on the tracks to the 
northward of the building, the man 
attempted to get on, but fell under 
the wheels and was literally ground 

from page three

My question to those who oppose 
Antifa is, are you pro-fascist? After 
all, if you think being anti-fascist is 
bad, then it’s logical to assume you 
think fascism is good. You cannot be 
anti-fascist and anti-Antifa at the 
same time.

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
New Hampshire used to be famous 

for its conservatism. Yet somehow, 
in the 1930s, more than a handful of 
New Hampshire men went to Spain 
to fight fascists in that country’s Civ-
il War. When they got back they were 
called “premature anti-fascists.” The 
New Criterion, a right-wing mag-
azine, claimed in 2002 that the term 
was a myth. Brandishing receipts, the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives 
(albavolunteer.org), cites its use in the 
newspaper PM in May, 1943: “‘Pre-
mature’ Anti-Fascists Still in Army 
Doghouse.”

The Editor

Page 6 — The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, October 17, 2025



America’s History, 
Says Lord Trump, 
Is Exactly What 
I Say It Is

Better Old News Than New Lies

One old sailor’s reaction to Hegseth’s speech to the generals

by Jim Hightower

Our country’s magnificent Na-
tional Park System has been 

called “America’s greatest idea.”
These 433 treasures—along with 

our rich diversity of national mu-
seums and historical sites—each 
have their own stories to tell. But 
the whole is greater than the sum 
of its parts, for together they express 
America’s egalitarian spirit and “lit-
tle-d” democratic possibilities, urg-
ing us to keep pushing for economic 
fairness and social justice for all. 

And that’s exactly why Trump 
and his cabal of moneyed elites and 
right-wing extremists are out to 
purge, erase and officially censor the 
parks’ historical presentations. After 
all, it’s hard to impose plutocratic 
autocracy if such tangible examples 
of historic truth and democratic re-
bellion are openly displayed!

Thus, as dictated by the GOP’s 
secretive anti-democracy clique, 
Project 2025, Trump’s ideological 
Thought Police have set themselves 
up as an Orwellian “Ministry of 
Truth” to sanitize and Disneyfy the 
telling of our people’s real history. 
For example, Trump complains that 
parks and museums hurt America’s 
self-image by telling “how bad slav-
ery was.”

Hello, Donald—that’s not an 
image, its reality, as central to our 
national character as our historic 
commitment to equality. And the 
explosive conflict between ugly re-
pression and flowering egalitarian-
ism is ever present today. Consider 
the push by Sen. Eric Schmitt and 
others in the GOP’s Christian Na-
tionalist movement to deny the 
unifying principle that “all men are 
created equal.”

There’s not enough whitewash 
in the world to cover up the deep 
ugliness of slavery, and it’s self-de-
structive for government to try. The 
fundamental purpose of recording 
our shared history is to learn from it.

–=≈=–
© 2025 by Jim Hightower & As-
sociates. Contact Laura Ehrlich 
(Laura@jimhightower.com).

by Jean Stimmell

I remember as a young boy attend-
ing Memorial Day ceremonies 

in Northwood, holding my father’s 
hand as we walked past rows of 
shadowed graves to watch men in 
uniform, still young, as they fired a 
salute to their fallen comrades over 
the quiet expanse of Harvey Lake. 
Most of the contingent consisted 
of the veterans who had fought in 
World War II, along with those re-
cently returned from combat in Ko-
rea. They were not super-fit warriors 
capable of doing one-arm pushups. 

Far from it. 
Some were tall, others skinny, a 

few pudgy, all appearing as they did 
when they went off to war. In oth-
er words, they looked like average 
Americans. And that’s exactly what 
they were—not fearsome fighters 
but citizen soldiers. And we couldn’t 
be prouder: they were our GI Joes, 
risking everything to defend our de-
mocracy and way of life. 

That’s the way it used to be when I 
was young. But that’s no longer good 
enough for our newbie Secretary of 
Defense Pete Hegseth. To set things 
straight, he ordered all our gener-
als and admirals—some of them 
from active war zones—to attend a 
tongue-lashing at Quantico. 

Hegseth didn’t mince words: “It’s 
tiring to look out at combat forma-
tions, or really any formation, and 
see fat troops. Likewise, it’s com-
pletely unacceptable to see fat gen-
erals and admirals in the halls of the 
Pentagon.”

As a corrective, he issued a new 
policy requiring all service members 
to participate in mandatory daily 
physical training and successfully 

pass fitness tests twice a year. Those 
who can’t cut muster will be ushered 
out of the service. 

Not content to fat-shame the 
generals, he moved on to criticize 
current grooming standards he sees 
as slovenly. “No more beards, long 
hair, superficial, individual expres-
sion,” he told the brass. “We’re go-
ing to cut our hair, shave, shave our 
beards, and adhere to standards.”⁠1

According to Politico, Hegseth 
was intent on “restoring a throwback 
vision of the military—one that 
could win quick, decisive wars using 
overwhelming force.”⁠2 To restore 
our old ‘warrior ethos’, he asserted, 
the military must turn the clock 
back: “Hegseth urged military lead-
ers to apply “the 1990 test”—mean-
ing any standard that had changed 
since then was suspect.”⁠3

That is an utterly baffling state-
ment to all of us who fought in 
Korea or Vietnam. There was noth-
ing quick or decisive about either 
of these wars. It also undermines 
Hegseth’s bright idea that if we were 
more fit and better groomed, we 
would fight better. 

As a corrective to Hegseth’s su-
per-soldier fantasies, I can only 
speak of my own experience. I served 
in Vietnam in 1966 and 1967 in an 
unpopular war during times at least 
as polarizing as now. Back then, the 
government had to draft young folks 
to go to war because so few were vol-
unteering. 

I served on the Westchester County, 
LST 1167, along the coast and up 
the rivers of Vietnam. We saw little 
combat. There was nothing glamor-
ous about what we did—shuttling 
troops and equipment in the swel-
tering heat as garbage piled up on 

the deck; we often stood watch for 4 
hours on, 4 hours off, and sometimes 
went three months without hitting a 
port where we could get off the ship. 

We were the personification of 
DEI (diversity, equity, & inclusion) 
that Hegseth wants to eliminate. We 
were black, brown, and white, cov-
ering the gamut from Ivy League 
dropouts to southern rednecks, 
from city dwellers to rural hill farm-
ers. Floating around in the Mekong 
Delta with zero instructions on how 
to be fit and well-groomed, our 
bedraggled crew came together to 
function like a well-oiled machine. 

Soon after I departed for home, 
my ship was blown up by Viet Cong 
sappers, killing 25 and wounding 
another 22. It was the Navy’s great-
est single-incident combat loss of 
life during the Vietnam War. My 
ship’s tank deck was filled with am-
munition and ordnance. Only the 
immediate actions and courage of 
my old shipmates prevented a cat-
astrophic disaster.⁠4

Tears form when I think of the 

goodness and diversity of the men 
I served alongside—unfit and ung-
roomed as we were. We were a tight-
knit clan of brothers able to overlook 
each other’s shortcomings and come 
together in camaraderie to accom-
plish what had to be done. 

I’m appalled by Hegseth’s speech 
and feel confident that the generals 
and admirals feel the same. 

–=≈=–
1 nytimes.com/2025/09/30/us/
politics/hegseth-military-officers.
html
2 politico.com/news/2025/09/30/
hegseth-meeting-generals-stan-
dards-00586122
3 washingtonpost.com/
opinions/2025/09/30/
trump-hegseth-speeches-gener-
als-backward/
4 vvaw.org/veteran/arti-
cle/?id=3647

–=≈=–
Jean Stimmell lives in Northwood. 
His writing can be found at jstim.
substack.com. 

–=≈=–

Jean Stimmell at a gun turret, aboard the USS Westchester County. 

up, his body being scattered for sixty 
feet along the track. Coronor Whit-
tier viewed the body, and ordered the 
interment of the remains. It is said 
the unfortunate man was an honor-
ably discharged soldier of the union, 
and was trying to make his was to 
the soldiers’ home at Togus, Me. 

Mr. Frank Moore, of No. 3 Wood-
bury street, aged about twenty years, 
son of the late John Moore, was 
terribly injured in the freight yard 
of the Concord & Potsmouth [sic] 
railroad about five o’clock, Monday 
afternoon, being run over by a train, 
and having one leg cut off just be-
low the knee, and the other leg just 
above the ankle. The unfortunate 
young man, who has borne an ex-
cellent reputation and has been em-
ployed in the freight shifting gang of 
the concord road for a year or more, 
was taken to the Cottage Hospital; 

whether his injuries would prove fa-
tal or not the physicians could not 
say that evening. 

The gentleman who recently 
stood up beside our desk an umbrel-
la which was once a kind of brown 
color, but has now faded out so that 
it is hard to designate its tint in the 
english language, and forgot to carry 
it off, is requested to call at this office, 
and hear of something to his advan-
tage. The miserable thing has some 
sort of patent anti-burglar alarm at-
tachment, so that you cannot open 
it unless you know the combination, 
and we got soaked through the other 
night on that account. If the owner 
of the wretched machine has any re-
gard for his property he will claim it 
at once, before we build a fire with it. 

On Thursday of last week the 
town authorities of South Berwick 
received a telephone despatch from 

Biddeford to stop a horse thief who 
had stolen a team from that place. It 
had been noticed that the team de-
scribed had been driven through the 
town a little while before, and the 
officers gave chase and overtook the 
team at the lower landing. The thief 
seeing he was being chased jumped 
out of the team, took to the woods 
and escaped. 

Frank Robie of Littleton burned 
his father’s buildings on Oct. 22d; 
Loss $2500. He was committed to 
the insane asylum on the 23rd.

George W. Bancroft of Peabody, 
Mass., had a hole as big as a silver 
dollar made through his right foot 
at West Alton, Oct. 23rd., by the ac-
cidental discharge of his gun.

A lady living in Saco was some 
time ago knocked down and se-
verely injured while walking on 
the sidewalk, by a young man from 

Ohio who was riding a bicycle on 
the sidewalk. The lady has taken le-
gal steps against the city for $5000. 
[That’s $170,500, adjusted for infla-
tion. – The Ed.]

The New Hampshire Gazette
November 1, 1888

Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers 
from which the items above were 
excerpted. – The Ed.
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, October 21Monday, October 20Sunday, October 19 Wednesday, October 22 Thursday, October 23 Friday, October 24 Saturday, October 25

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Now Salting
Portland, Maine

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

The Astute Businessperson
may want to consider the anachronistic 

affordability of advertising in our 
venerable news medium.

This space, for example, could be had for 
a mere $40 per fortnight. 

Try to find such a bargain elsewhere!
(603) 433-9898, or editors@nhgazette.com
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2016—Bloomberg reports that Fred-
erick Trump, Donald’s grandpa, once 
ran a brothel in British Columbia.
2010—Arizona kills Jeffrey Landrig-
an, using drugs imported illegally.
2003—Iraqi resistance fighters nearly 
get Deputy Defence Secretary Paul 
Wolfowitz with a rocket in Baghdad.
1972—Four years after helping to 
scuttle peace talks and get Richard 
Nixon elected, Henry Kissinger an-
nounces that “Peace is at hand.”
1971—Governor Reagan, calling the 
White House, refers to “those mon-
keys from those African countries…
damn them, they’re still uncomfort-
able wearing shoes,” which President 
Nixon finds hilarious.
1966—Aboard the carrier USS 
Oriskany off Vietnam, a sailor throws 
an accidentally-ignited flare into a 
locker full of warheads. Explosions 
ensue, 44 die and 156 are injured. 
1962—An ABC newsman and the 
KGB’s D.C. station chief discuss 
missiles in Cuba and whether or not 
Armageddon is neccesary.
1924—Standard Oil’s brand new 
leaded gas plant in New Jersey claims 
the first of five fatalities in one week.
1917—Allies gain a few hundred 
yards of mud at Passchendaele at the 
cost of 12,000 casualties.
1881—The Clanton brothers shoot it 
out with the alleged law at the O.K. 
Corral in Tombstone, Arizona. 
1825—Having killed 1,000 workers, 
the Erie Canal opens for business.

2005—Diagnosed with terminal 
cancer, a woman requests a refund of 
a down payment on some real estate. 
Sen. Judd Gregg (R-N.H.)., a recent 
Powerball winner ($853K), says “No.”
2005—Saddam Hussein goes on trial 
in Baghdad for crimes against human-
ity and pissing off Bushes.
2000—George W.[MD] Bush says 
at the Al Smith Dinner, “This is an 
impressive crowd, the haves and the 
have-mores. Some people call you the 
elite. I call you my base.”
1998—Shortly before his likely 
re-election, Tennessee Senator Tom-
my Burks [D] is murdered by his 
middle-name-changing opponent, 
Byron Low Tax Looper [R].
1987—Computers say stocks are too 
damn high—the Dow drops 22 pct.
1982—Automaker John DeLorean is 
arrested with 59 lbs. of coke.
1972—Philippine police shoot and 
kill Kinshichi Kozuka, Japan’s penul-
timate WW II holdout.
1969—Bribe-accepting Veep Spiro 
“Ted” Agnew denounces “an effete 
corps of impudent snobs who charac-
terize themselves as intellectuals.”
1936—Watertown, Mass. becomes 
the first town to fingerprint its high 
school students.
1935—At the AFL convention in 
Atlantic City, UBC boss “Big Bill” 
Hutcheson calls UMW chief John 
L. Lewis a “bastard.” Lewis leaps on-
stage, punches “Big Bill” in the face, 
re-lights his cigar, and sits back down.

2011—Libya’s ex-Brotherly Leader 
Muammar Ghadaffi is dispatched—
very rudely—by victorious rebels.
2005—Sen. Judd Gregg [R-N.H.] 
votes against increasing Federal home 
heating aid for the poor.
1990—Americans in 22 cities protest 
the impending Gulf War.
1983—Reagan inks the Conn. Indi-
an Land Claims Settlement Act rec-
ognizing the Mashantucket Pequots.
1973—After A.G. Eliot Richardson 
and Deputy A.G. William Ruck-
elshaus refuse on principle to comply 
with President Nixon’s order to fire 
Special Prosecuter Archibald Cox, 
Solicitor General Robert Bork, who is 
not so encumbered, complies.
1967—Roger Patterson and Robert 
Gimlin shoot 24 feet of film purport-
ing to show a Sasquatch walking along 
a streambed in northern California.
1947—HUAC opens hearings on 
commie influence in Hollywood; two 
big rats: R. Reagan & W. Disney.
1944—Two natural gas tanks explode 
in Cleveland with 1/6th of the force of 
the Hiroshima bomb, killing 130. 
1935—The Red Army’s 6,000 mile 
“Long March” ends in Shanxi.
1930—William Kogut, while incar-
cerated on Death Row at San Quen-
tin, kills himself with a pipe bomb 
made from playing cards.
1842—Thinking the U.S. is at war 
with Mexico, Commodore Thomas 
Jones’ Marines seize Monterey, Calif. 
Jones apologizes the next day.

2017—Citizens gather on the beach 
at Sanders Poynt to celebrate the end 
of the five-year Binnie Blockade.
1975—In the 12th inning, New 
Hampshire’s own Carlton Fisk waves 
the ball fair, and the Red Sox win 
Game 6 of the World Series.
1967—Yippies, Diggers, & Hippies 
try to levitate the Pentagon. They fail.
1966—A mountain of mine waste 
collapses onto a school in Wales, kill-
ing 28 adults and 116 children.
1957—Special Forces Capt. Harry 
Cramer becomes the 2nd American 
killed by hostile action in Vietnam. 
His death is falsely listed as accidental.
1954—Indiana’s Boxing Commission 
says boxers and wrestlers must swear 
an oath they’re not Commies before 
they can fight in the Hoosier State.
1861—Colonel Edward D. Baker, 
leading his brigade at the Battle of 
Ball’s Bluff, becomes the first and last 
U.S. Senator [R-Ore.] killed in battle.
1837—Osceola and 81 other Semi-
noles are captured and imprisoned at 
Ft. Payton, Fla. by U.S. troops using a 
false flag of truce.
1835—William Lloyd Garrison is 
paraded through the streets of Boston 
with a rope around his neck for saying 
“all men are created equal.”
1797—After two failures, the USS 
Constitution is launched in Boston.
1556—Poet, playwright, pornogra-
pher, blackmailer and satirist Pietro 
Aretino—“the Scourge of Princes”—
laughs himself to death in Venice.

1987—At Yoken’s, Queens con man 
Donald Trump puts the flim-flam on 
a credulous Portsmouth Rotary Club.
1968—To improve the odds of his 
election, Richard Nixon tells H.R. 
Haldeman to “monkey wrench” ne-
gotiations to end the Vietnam War.
1967—KGB agent Manfred Ram-
minger steals a Sidewinder missile 
from Neuburg AFB, takes it off-base 
in a wheelbarrow, drives away with it 
sticking out the back of his Mercedes, 
and mails it, dismantled, to Moscow.
1963—Fed up with accurate report-
ing, JFK asks “Punch” Sulzberger to 
remove the Times’ David Halberstam 
from Vietnam. It doesn’t work.
1946—Despite a confession, a white 
jury in Mississippi finds five white 
men not guilty of beating Leon 
McAttee, who’s Black, to death.
1913—A dynamite blast, detonated in 
violation of safety rules, kills 265 at a 
Phelps Dodge mine in Dawson, N.M.
1909—A judge tells striking female 
garment workers in New York, “You 
are on strike against God.”
1868—James M. Hinds [R-Mo.] is 
shotgunned in the back, becoming the 
U.S.’s first assassinated Congressman. 
No charges are filed against the killer, 
George Clark, Secretary of the Mon-
roe County Democratic Party.
4004 BC—At about 6:00 p.m. on this 
day, God creates everything, accord-
ing to the Most Reverend James Uss-
her, Archbishop of Armagh and Pri-
mate of All Ireland, writing in 1650.

2015—James Comey says criticism of 
the police is causing the rise of violent 
crime in cities. He offers no evidence 
for this assertion.
2015—Senator Ted Cruz [R-Texas] 
warns “one more liberal justice and 
they begin sandblasting and bulldoz-
ing veterans memorials.” 
2013—Chancellor Angela Merkel 
calls the White House to complain 
about the NSA tapping her phone.
2001—Rep. James Sensenbrenner 
[R-Wisc.] introduces the senseless 
PATRIOT Act, & Justice official 
James Yoo writes a memo saying the 
President need not obey the law.
1998—Life being sacred, anti-abor-
tion fanatic James C. Kopp murders 
Dr. Barnett Slepian in Amherst, N.Y.
1987—Robert Bork gets Borked.
1983—Suicide bombers kill 241 U.S. 
Marines and sailors in Lebanon—on 
President Ronald Reagan’s watch.
1962—With SAC at DEFCON 
2, JFK and aides debate whether to 
bomb Cuban SAM sites if any U.S. 
planes are shot down.
1955—In a South Vietnamese refer-
endum with 108% participation, Ngo 
Dinh Diem wins with 98.9%.
1954—Bypassing the French, Pres. 
Eisenhower authorizes direct U.S. aid 
to South Vietnam. It doesn’t help.
1775—The Continental Congress 
bars Blacks from the Army.
425—Valentinian III, six, becomes 
Emperor of the Western Roman Em-
pire, which falls 30 years later.

2001—The U.S. House passes the 
PATRIOT Act without reading it.
1983—U.S. military aircraft, using 
old maps, bomb Richmond Hill In-
sane Asylum in Grenada, killing 16.
1963—In Dallas on UN Day, U.S. 
Ambassador to the UN Adlai Steven-
son is shoved, booed, spat upon, and 
hit with signs by John Birchers led by 
ex-Army Maj. Gen. Edwin Walker.
1962—Soviet ships reach the U.S. 
quarantine line off Cuba. They don’t 
cross it, so we don’t nuke the USSR. A 
Soviet satellite explodes the same day. 
NORAD suspects an ICBM attack; 
but, again, nobody pushes The Button.
1956—At Sevrès, Britain and France 
make a secret pact to gang up on Egypt 
after Israel takes the Suez Canal.
1945—The UN is created to “main-
tain international peace and secu-
rity,” as well as “friendly relations” 
among nations. Glad that’s settled.
1930—The Washington Post reports 
on the ten-year career of George “The 
Man in the Green Hat” Cassady, who 
bootlegged out of House and Senate 
office buildings. 
1929—The irrational exuberance of 
the 1920’s dies on “Black Thursday.”
1901—General “Hell-Roaring Jake” 
Smith tells Marines at Samar, “burn 
and kill; the more you burn and kill, 
the better it will please me.”
1871—A 500-man mob massacres 
17 Chinese immigrants in Los An-
geles. Eight are convicted of man-
slaughter, but freed on technicalities.

2001—Only Sen. Russ Feingold votes 
“nay” on the “PATRIOT” Act.
1983—U.S. troops protect us (and 
distract from the deaths of 241 Ma-
rines in Beirut) by invading Grenada.
1978—In response to GOP malfea-
sance, FISA is enacted—thereby en-
abling future GOP malfeasance.
1973—Henry Kissinger, Alexander 
Haig, and other unelected officials 
raise America’s military readiness 
level to DEF CON 3 as Nixon sleeps.
1962—Nuclear-armed jets scramble 
from Duluth AFB because a guard 
shot a bear climbing a perimeter fence 
thinking it was an infiltrator.
1960—Martin Luther King, Jr. gets 
four months at hard labor in Decatur, 
Georgia on old traffic charges.
1944—A Japanese armada surprises 
“Taffy 3”—a far smaller U.S. Navy 
task force—off Samar Island in Leyte 
Gulf. Taffy 3’s ferocious counterattack 
tips the strategic balance in the Pacific.
1944—USS Tang, captained by Do-
ver, N.H.’s Richard H. O’Kane, is 
sunk by its own malfunctioning torpe-
do; 74 crewmen perish; 9 survive the 
sinking and a Japanese prison camp.
1920—Greece’s King Alexander dies 
after being bitten by a pet monkey.
1854—Inept, incompetent, and con-
fused officers send the Light Brigade 
charging into Russian cannons at 
Balaclava. Half of the 664 cavalrymen 
end up killed, captured, or wounded.
1760—King George II of Great Britain 
dies on the loo.

1972—Richard Nixon pocket vetoes a 
bill which would have raised the veter-
ans’ health care budget by $85 million.
1969—Richard Nixon sends 18 
armed B-52s flying around the North 
Pole for three days to convince the So-
viets he’s dangerously unstable. Duh.
1967—Father Philip Berrigan and 
three friends pour duck blood on draft 
records in Baltimore, Md. 
1965—In a letter to the N.Y. Times, 
Richard Nixon writes, “We must nev-
er forget that if the war in Vietnam is 
lost…the right of free speech will be 
extinguished throughout the world.”
1962—ICBMs go on alert in Mon-
tana as Cubans shoot down one U-2 as 
another strays over the USSR. Mean-
while, aboard Soviet sub B-59 near 
Cuba, Vice Admiral Vasili Arkhipov 
single-handedly prevents the launch 
of a nuclear torpedo. Fortunately 
Bobby Kennedy cuts a deal with So-
viet Ambassador Dobrynin before the 
wrong button gets pushed.
1951—“There is no question,” says 
Army Chief of Staff J.L Collins, “that 
the Communist menace in French In-
do-China has been stopped.”
1942—Already excommunicated by 
the local Mormon Church after his 
arrest for writing and distributing 
pamphlets calling Hitler supporters 
“spineless puppets,” Helmuth Hüben-
er, 17, is guillotined in Berlin.
1659—Boston Puritans hang Mar-
maduke Stephenson and William 
Robinson for praying the wrong way.

2022—Elon Musk buys Twitter; an 
online loon attacks the House Speak-
er’s husband with a hammer; there is 
no connection between these events.
2016—Disregarding advice from 
Justice Dept. lawyers, Director James 
Comey announces that the FBI has 
re-opened its investigation of the 
Democratic Presidential candidate 10 
days before the election.
2003—Iraq is “a little tougher that I 
thought it was going to be,” says Sen. 
Trent Lott [R-Miss.], but “if we have 
to, we just mow the whole place down 
[and] see what happens.”
1989—Congress passes a new, im-
proved Flag Protection Act; 227 days 
later the Court throws it out.
1980—With help from a stolen brief-
ing book given to him by an ex-CIA 
boss, Reagan “out-debates” Carter.
1962—JFK and Khrushchev agree: 
Soviet nuclear missiles out of Cuba, 
U.S. nuclear missiles out of Turkey. 
Two years later, they’re both gone, too.
1922—“Sent by divine providence,” 
according to Pope Pius XI, Benito 
Mussolini takes over in Rome.
1918—Influenza-mask refusenik 
James Wisser is shot by San Francisco 
health officer H.D. Miller.
1906—Ivy Lee issues the world’s 
first press release: the Pennsylvania 
RR bridge that killed 53 passengers 
is AOK. The N.Y. Times runs it as-is.
1793—Whitney patents the cotton 
gin. It revives southern chattel slavery 
and brings wage slavery to the North.

2004—Osama bin Laden explains: 
9/11 was retaliation for the U.S. back-
ing Israel’s 1982 invasion of Lebanon.
1984—New York City policemen kill 
African American Eleanor Bumpurs, 
66, with two rounds from a 12 gauge. 
She was behind in her rent.
1981—A British Parliamentarian 
asks Maggie Thatcher whether Euro-
pean governments were “free to veto 
[a] push on the final button by that 
incoherent cretin President Reagan?”
1979—On Wall Street, 1,000 people 
are arrested for disrupting business on 
the 50th Anniversary of the Crash.
1970—Gov. R. Reagan’s education 
advisor Roger A. Freeman warns “We 
are in danger of producing an educated 
proletariat. … That’s dynamite!”
1969—Chicago 8 defendant Bobby 
Seale is gagged and bound to a chair.
1969—ARPANET goes live—two 
computers communicate for the first 
time—10,166 days later, SKYNET 
becomes self-aware.
1958—A radioactive cloud drifts over 
Los Angeles after the explosion of an 
A-bomb in Nevada.
1940—First U.S. peacetime draft.
1929—“Black Tuesday”—16 million 
shares sell on Wall Street, at ever de-
clining prices; $26 billion evaporates.
1827—Congressional Representa-
tive Henry W. Conway [D–Ark.] 
is mortally wounded in a duel with 
Acting Governor Robert Crittenden, 
co-founder of the Rose Law Firm, 
future employer of Hillary Rodham.

2018—Murderer and FBI informant 
“Whitey” Bulger’s corpse is found in 
his cell, its tongue nearly severed. Pris-
on officials profess surprise.
2017—President Trump’s ex-cam-
paign manager Paul Manafort and his 
associate Rick Gates are arrested on a 
slew of charges by the FBI.
2016—Sen. Harry Reid [D-Nev.] ac-
cuses FBI Boss James Comey of sand-
bagging the Clinton campaign while 
covering up for the Trump campaign.
2012—For the first time since the Ice 
Age, public access to the sea at Sand-
ers Poynt in Rye is cut off by would-be 
Senator Bill Binnie.
2005—Pastor Kyle Lake, 33, stand-
ing in water to perform a baptism be-
fore 800 people at a Waco, Texas Bap-
tist church, reaches for a microphone 
and is electrocuted.
1995—Quebec nearly votes to secede.
1990—For the first time since the Ice 
Age, England and Europe are con-
nected; this time by chunnel.
1967—Martin Luther King, Jr. is ar-
rested in Birmingham, Ala.
1961—The Soviet Union air-drops a 
58-megaton H-bomb: the largest ex-
plosion in human history.
1950—Puerto Rican Nationalists be-
gin a rebellion against U.S. rule.
1948—Smog deaths in Donora, Pa. 
reach 20; 6,000 have been sickened.
1938—CBS Radio broadcasts “War 
of the Worlds.” Irresponsible newspa-
pers spin a few isolated overreactions 
into a mythical national panic.

2016—Chris Sununu claims Dem-
ocrats bus voters in from Mass, a lie 
quickly cribbed by Donald Trump.
1977—Carter’s new CIA boss, Stans-
field Turner, fires 200 spooks. They 
all go meekly, with nary a thought of 
covert retaliation against Democrats.
1973—Ex-Veep Spiro Agnew pays a 
$10,000 fine for not paying taxes on 
the bribes he took while in office.
1963—“I can safely say,” says Gen. 
Paul D. Harkin, U.S. commander in 
South Vietnam, “that the end of the 
war is in sight.” He’s in Tokyo, so….
1939—FDR moves up the date of 
Thanksgiving by one week to stretch 
out the Christmas shopping season.
1938—Convicted murderer John 
Deering’s heart rate is monitored by an 
EKG as he’s executed by a Utah firing 
squad: 180 beats per minute.
1918—In a single week, Spanish Flu 
kills 21,000 Americans.
1893—The World’s Columbian Ex-
position in Chicago closes; Daniel 
Fowle’s printing press, which had been 
on display, has not been seen since.
1891—Coal miners in Tennessee 
burn a stockade, freeing hundreds of 
prisoners brought in to take their jobs.
1885—A new Capitol guard in Stat-
uary Hall fires his revolver at ghostly 
moans. He misses a prank-playing 
colleague, but leaves scars on the walls.
1765—The New Hampshire Gazette is 
printed “in mourning” for lost liberty, 
in protest of the Stamp Act, scheduled 
to take effect the following day.

2003—N.H. Gov. Craig Benson 
[R.] welcomes the Free State Project.
2001—George W.[MD] Bush signs 
an Executive Order conveniently 
hiding his father’s misdeeds as Veep.
1981—TV is just “a toaster with pic-
tures,” says FCC boss Mark Fowler.
1972—The Piscataqua Bridge opens.
1968—At My Tho, two limpet mines 
kill 26 aboard the USS Westchester 
County—the deadliest single incident 
for the Navy during the Vietnam War.
1966—Lyndon Johnson tells U.S. 
troops in Korea that his great-great 
grandaddy died at the Alamo. He lies.
1963—Generals in Saigon lay seige 
to the Presidential Palace—with U.S. 
government approval, of course.
1955—Angry at his mom, who left 
him in an orphanage, Jack Graham 
kills her and 43 others. He’s only 
charged for her murder, though, since 
blowing up airliners isn’t illegal yet.
1951—Six thousand soldiers are ex-
posed to an A-bomb explosion in Ne-
vada “for training purposes.”
1950—Two Puerto Rican National-
ists attack Blair House, trying to as-
sassinate Harry S Truman; two Secret 
Service agents die, two are wounded.
1949—Sen. Edwin Johnson [D-Co-
lo.] blurts out a top secret on live TV: 
U.S. scientists are debating whether to 
build a “superbomb.” Johnson’s revela-
tion forces Truman to say “do it.”
1918—A scab motorman causes the 
Malbone Tunnel disaster in New 
York City; 97 die, 255 are injured.
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