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The Fortnightly Rant

The Case of the Knock-Off Nazis

It’s Not the Lattes. New Hampshire’s Affordability Crisis Is Real.
by Gene Martin

Every time we post on social me-
dia about New Hampshire’s 

affordability crisis, the comments 
pour in. 

“Young people are lazy. If they 
worked harder, they could afford a 
house.”

“They just need to stop buying 
coffee and ordering takeout.”

“Everyone wants luxury. That’s the 
problem.”

“Why don’t young people just get 
a better job?”

It’s easy to say that people just 
need to make better choices. But the 
truth is, even people who are work-
ing full time or holding down two 
jobs, budgeting carefully, and saving 
where they can are struggling to af-
ford the basics. And it’s not because 
of lattes. It’s because of math. 

A new report from the New 
Hampshire Fiscal Policy Institute, 
Affordability Eroded: Changes to 
the Cost of Living in New Hamp-
shire, shows just how dramatically 
life has shifted in the past decade. 
In 2015, a typical family earning 
the state’s median household in-
come could pay for a few essential 
costs—housing, child care, food, 
gasoline, and health care—and still 
have money left over. 

Today, that same family has 
$17,349 less left at the end of the 
year after paying for those same few 
basic expenses. Instead of saving or 
spending on emergencies, they’re in 
the red and that’s before accounting 
for student loans, clothing, or other 
everyday family costs. 

That’s not a sign of laziness or 
wasteful spending. It’s a sign that 
the math has changed. 

Take housing. In 1999, the me-
dian New Hampshire single-family 
house cost around $137,000. As of 
June 2025, it was nearly $570,000—
over a 300 percent increase. The 
monthly mortgage payment on a 
median-priced house has more than 
doubled in the past ten years alone. 

Health care tells a similar story. 
The average family insurance pre-
mium has climbed 121 percent since 
2005, reaching $26,000 a year. De-
ductibles are more than four times 
what they were in 2005. Even with 
insurance, families are paying thou-
sands more out of pocket each year 
for care. 

Child care is another pressure 
point. For two young children, a 
typical Granite State family now 
pays roughly $30,000 a year, which is 
about 30 percent of median income. 
Over the course of childhood, that’s 
nearly $300,000 for two children 
that could otherwise go toward a 
home, savings, or education. 

And speaking of education, the 
people who invested in college to 
build a better future are now pay-
ing for it twice—once in 
tuition and again in debt 
costs. In New Hampshire, 
graduates carry some of 
the nation’s heaviest stu-
dent-loan burdens due to lack of 
robust public investment, leaving 
many young families juggling enor-
mous student loan payments along-
side housing, child care, and health 
care costs. 

Meanwhile, wages simply hav-
en’t kept pace. Median household 
income in New Hampshire rose 
about 76 percent between 2005 and 
2024, unadjusted for inflation — 
but housing costs rose 104 percent, 
health care premiums 121 percent, 
and child care and energy prices 
climbed even faster. 

The result is a structural afford-
ability gap—a growing disconnect 
between what it costs to live here 
and what families actually earn. 
Young Granite Staters today aren’t 
less motivated than their parents. 
They’re just facing a different eco-
nomic reality. A generation ago, a 
college degree and a steady job could 
reliably support a family. Now, even 
two working adults with college de-
grees can find themselves priced out 

of homeownership, juggling multi-
ple jobs to afford child care, or cut-
ting back on medical appointments 
because they can’t afford it. 

This isn’t about spending too 
much on coffee. It’s about an econ-
omy in which it harder and harder 
for ordinary people to get ahead, no 
matter how hard they work or how 
carefully they plan. 

And it’s not just a personal fi-
nance issue. It’s a statewide problem 
with long-term consequences. If 
families can’t afford to live here, our 
workforce will shrink. Young people 
will leave. Employers will struggle 
to hire. And our aging population 
will grow without enough younger 
workers to sustain the economy or 
provide care. 

Solving this won’t be easy, 
but it starts with rejecting 

the myth that individu-
al choices are always to 
blame. We need policies 

that match the scale of the 
challenge from building more af-
fordable homes and expanding 
child care access to tackling health 
care costs and supporting workforce 
development. 

New Hampshire’s affordabili-
ty crisis wasn’t caused by pumpkin 
spice lattes or food delivery apps. It 
was built, slowly, by rising costs that 
have outpaced wages. The sooner we 
face that reality, the sooner we can 
start building a future where work-
ing families can once again make 
ends meet, and maybe even save a 
little at the end of the month. 

–=≈=–
Gene Martin is the executive di-
rector of the New Hampshire Fis-
cal Policy Institute, a nonpartisan, 
independent research nonprofit that 
examines issues related to the State 
budget, the economy, public policy, 
and the financial security of Gran-
ite Staters. You can read NHF-
PI’s report, Affordability Eroded: 
Changes to the Cost of Living in 
New Hampshire, at nhfpi.org.

“Where is my Roy Cohn?” 
bleated the President in 

2018. How times have changed. 
Now he’s got the best Roy Cohn 
ever. She’s young and blonde, like a 
Hitchcock femme fatale, and she’s 
exacting ruthless retribution as his 
Attorney General. 

Still, it feels like something’s 
missing, though neither Trump nor 
Bondi seem to have noticed. She’s a 
General, right? So why is she out of 
uniform? 

Perhaps our disappointment 
stems from reading too many pulp 
magazines in our youth: stuff like 
the famous “Man’s Life,” of “Weasels 
Ripped My Flesh” fame, whose cov-
ers often featured lithe, long-legged 
dolls with whips, wearing a half-un-
buttoned black Nazi uniforms, fes-
tooned with silver doodads…

Sorry, where were we? 
Oh, dear. It looks like we have 

fallen into a privilege trap. From 
the comparative safety of our lab-
yrinthine editorial offices, as entire 
apartment blocks are being swarmed 
by armed masked men rappelling 
from helicopters, we were complain-
ing that our aesthetic criteria are not 
being met.

This just in: we were wrong about 
that, too. Apparently, some time 
back, The Big Guy must 
have bellowed, “Where is 
my Hugo Boss?” Taking 
the hint, Border Patrol 
Oberst-Gruppenführer 
Greg Bovino, shown at 
right in a photo commis-
sioned by CNN, clearly 
clicked his heels and got 
with the program.

It’s a legitimate ques-
tion: where did he get 
those drapes? Because it is 
entirely possible that they 
came from Hugo Boss 
AG—the company that 
made millions of Deut-
sche marks cranking out 
millions of SS uniforms 
with enslaved labor, and is still in 
business. 

But wait! There’s more! From 
1996 until 2000, the Solomon R. 
Guggenheim Foundation admin-
istered an annual $100,000 Hugo 
Boss Award. And the world won-
ders how we get ourselves into these 
predicaments. Somehow all those 
Confederate monuments begin to 
seem a little less strange. 

Even so, we were shocked—no 
kidding, we actually were shocked—
to learn that on Saturday, a statue 
honoring Confederate General Al-
bert Pike was erected in Washing-
ton, D.C. We cannot do better than 
(non-voting) Delegate to the U.S. 
Congress Eleanor Holmes Norton 
to sum up the general’s military ca-
reer: “Pike himself served dishon-
orably. He took up arms against 
the United States, misappropriated 
funds, and was ultimately captured 
and imprisoned by his own troops. 

He resigned in disgrace after com-
mitting a war crime and dishon-
oring even his own Confederate 
military service.”

No wonder the President ordered 
that Pike’s statue, pulled down by 
protestors in 2020, be restored, “to 
reflect and inspire awe and appre-
ciation for our Nation’s strength, 
greatness, and heritage.” Were it not 
for those bone spurs, he, too, might 
have had such a career.

If ever we do get disappeared for 
materially supporting a foreign ter-
rorist organization—an offense for 
which we may already be guilty, as 
evidenced by the photograph on the 
next page, showing a few thousand 
of our fellow citizens expressing 
their displeasure at just about every 
miserable action take by this Farce 
Reich since January 20th—at least 
grant us the dignity of being kid-
napped by a moral monster who 
looks the part.

This admittedly irrational concern 
stems from credible news reports 
indicating that Bovino’s boss, Fräu-
lein Kristi Noem, Kommandant der 
Heimatschutzbehörde, is handing 
out $50,000 bonuses to would-be 
brownshirts, while waiving age and 
weight requirements. No wonder so 
many of them look like rejects from 

Meal Team Six. 
Amidst this federal 

largesse, tens of millions 
of Americans just got 
hungrier—even many 
who work full time. It’s 
their bad luck to work for 
corporations that enhance 
their profits by letting the 
government assume the 
responsibility of feeding 
their employees through 
SNAP benefits.

The President has had 
no need to ask, “Where 
is my Albert Speer?” He’s 
his own Master Builder. 
He turned Jackie Ken-
nedy’s Rose Garden into 

Mar-a-Lardo North. He called in 
Swedish-made excavators to tear 
down the East Wing for a huge, 
gilded ballroom. Coming soon, to 
stand in front of Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery, a huge Arc de Trump. 
Who can fail to see that he means 
that for his tombstone?

Apparently this is what you get 
when you let so-called Christian 
Nationalists take over your govern-
ment. So what’s a disorganized ma-
jority to do? 

Everything it can, surely—in-
cluding watching out for any inter-
nal contradictions that may signal 
weakness. For example, despite all 
their in-your-face religiosity, nary a 
one among these mugs seems to re-
member Deuteronomy 27:19:

“Cursed is the one who perverts 
the justice due the stranger, the fa-
therless, and widow. 

“And all the people shall say, 
‘Amen!’”
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TICKETS & INFO: TheMusicHall.org • 603.436.2400 
28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, NH

�/MusicHall   �@MusicHall   �/MusicHallNH

LEGENDARY ACTS IN 
AN INTIMATE THEATER
Concerts, Comics, Cinema, & Celebrated Authors

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

Cuzin Richard Entertainment & 
Modern Records Shop
richard@cuzinrichard.com • vintage records etc.,
& Representation of Live Musicians
93 High Street # 1 Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 502-0570 cell

Leonard Korn MD
Direct 

Psychiatric Care
Private and Confidential
Self-Pay, No Insurance
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Check out my website for details:
www.leonardkornmd.com

Better Old News Than New Lies

to next page 

How Billionaires Benefit from Government Shutdowns
America’s richest often push for shutdowns to dodge taxes, 
avoid regulation, and slash benefits for working people. 

Market Square has probably not been this packed since October of 1856, 
when the whole town and thousands of visitors gathered to observe the 
100th Anniversary of a certain newspaper, the name of which modesty for-
bids us to mention. The No Kings rally of October 18th, on the other hand, 
was a full-throated roar of outrage. Yet both events, we dare to say, shared 
an upbeat, positive attitude; in numbers, there is strength.

by Igor Volsky

Most people are surprised to 
learn government shut-

downs, and the ensuing fingerpoint-
ing, haven’t always been a mainstay 
of American politics. To understand 
how we got to this point, we must 
first examine who benefits from 
shutdowns.

For decades, conservatives in 
Congress have used one manufac-
tured budget crisis after another to 
drive a narrative that the govern-
ment doesn’t work—while quietly 
enriching their billionaire backers.

The most recent example came 
just before August recess, when 
House Republicans advanced a lit-
tle-noticed government funding bill 
to gut the IRS base budget by $2.8 
billion. Translation? Roll out the red 
carpet for tax cheats with nine-fig-
ure bank accounts.

The numbers don’t lie. In 1990, 
before shutdown politics became 
normalized, America had 66 billion-
aires controlling $240 billion. Today, 
roughly 700 billionaires hoard over 
$7 trillion—a 28-fold explosion in 
wealth. As billionaire wealth ex-
ploded, the total share of wealth 
controlled by the bottom half of the 
country shrank.

This wasn’t accidental. It hap-
pened in part because government 
dysfunction means big paydays 
for America’s ultra-wealthy, who 

take advantage of shutdowns and 
spending cuts to evade taxes, skirt 
consumer protections to maximize 
profits, and promote privatization. 
The current shutdown paused anti-
trust cases that could break up Am-
azon and Apple, for instance.

Unsurprisingly, the ultra-wealthy 
beneficiaries of shutdown chaos are 
often major donors to far right GOP 
politicians and outside organizations 
lobbying for that chaos.

For example, billionaires Jeffrey 
Yass and Robert Mercer are two 
of the biggest funders of Club for 
Growth, a key hard-right group 
behind the GOP-led 2013 shut-
down over the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA).

The ACA wasn’t just health-
care reform—it also raised billions 
of dollars in new taxes from ul-
tra-wealthy households. Shutting 
down the government over its 
possible repeal would have been 
a no-brainer for Yass and Mercer, 
both of whom were also engaged in 
legally questionable tax-avoidance 
schemes at the time.

In the Club for Growth’s view, 
repealing the ACA and its taxes on 
the ultra-rich was a win. A shut-
down that froze IRS audits and 
enforcement was a win. Allowing 
the government to reopen only after 
Democrats conceded to deep spend-
ing cuts was a win. Dysfunction that 
“proved” the inability of government 

to function efficiently was a win. The 
only losers would be the American 
people.

While the demands in shutdowns 
vary, the crisis often only resolves 
with Democrats accepting GOP 
spending cuts that weaken regula-
tory capacity and benefit wealthy 
industries at the expense of everyday 
Americans.

Conservatives have learned they 
might lose their nominal objec-
tive—like cuts to Medicare or re-
pealing the ACA. But by drawing 
attention away from their attacks 
on good government, they win by 
losing.

While the March 2025 partisan 
funding bill avoided a shutdown, it 
slashed $13 billion from domestic 
priorities, gutted IRS enforcement 
funding to target wealthy tax cheats, 
and hobbled regulatory agencies 
that safeguard working families—
while simultaneously empowering 
the Trump administration (and 
billionaire allies like Elon Musk’s 
DOGE) with broad discretion to 
reallocate remaining funds at will.

Working people are frustrated by 
this toxic game. We must tax bil-
lionaires to break up the dangerous 
concentration of wealth that allows 
them to hold our democracy and 
economy hostage.

Taxing billionaires is a consensus 

issue, with support rising sharply as 
the consequences of unchecked, ex-
treme wealth play out.

Recent Impact Research polling 
found broad and intense support for 
raising taxes on billionaires among 
likely voters in 2026 battleground 
congressional districts and states. 
And a recent Morning Consult 
poll found that even 70 percent of 
Republicans believe “the wealthiest 
Americans should pay higher tax-
es”—up from 62 percent just six 
years ago.

Until Congress addresses the fun-

damental power imbalance allowing 
billionaires to benefit from—and 
drive—government dysfunction, 
Americans will remain trapped in a 
game of shutdown chicken. It’s time 
to tax billionaires and return the 
power to the people.

–=≈=–
Igor Volsky is the Campaign Di-
rector for Tax the Greedy Billion-
aires. This op-ed was distributed by 
OtherWords.org and is licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution-No Derivative 3.0 License.

–=≈=–

Jon Kiper is holding an official 
campaign launch party on Sun-

day, November 9th in Newmarket, 
according to a press release sent to 
us by his campaign manager, Oscar 
Lakowicz.

“The event,” it says, “will celebrate 
the start of his campaign for Gov-
ernor and introduce his vision for a 
new kind of economy—Communi-
ty First Economics, focused on peo-
ple, not millionaires.”

Kiper’s professed goals include 

lowering property taxes, equitably 
funding public education, and build-
ing affordable housing for working 
families and young professionals. 

“For the past 40 years, the U.S. has 
operated under Reaganomics—the 
false promise that cutting taxes for 
the rich and corporations would 
allow wealth to ‘trickle down’ to 
everyone else,” said Kiper. “That lie 
created massive economic inequali-
ty and weakened our communities. 
My campaign is about ending that 

era and building a future rooted in 
fairness. Under Community First 
Economics, we’ll make sure the 
wealthy and corporations pay their 
fair share so we can fund public 
schools, reduce property taxes, and 
build affordable housing.” 

The launch party will begin at 
4:00 p.m. at the Rockingham Ball-
room, 22 Ash Swamp Road in 
Newmarket, N.H., and is scheduled 
to run until 7:00 p.m.

–=≈=–

Running for Governor, Kiper “focused on people, not millionaires.”

Where the Money Is
Perhaps the most lucrative office in 
the national government, next to the 
presidency itself, is the clerkship of 
the supreme court at Washington. 
It yields an annual income in fees 
of from $25,000 to $40,000. – New 
York Evening World [That would be 
$852,568 to $1,364,109 in today’s de-
based currency. – The Ed.]

The New Hampshire Gazette
November 1, 1888

At Pittsburg, Pa., about the middle 
of October, Miss Virginia Knox, a 
young American woman of con-
siderable wealth, was married to 
Count Di Montcalleri. The couple 
were expelled from a hotel in Paris 
on Oct. 29th., the “nobleman” hav-
ing scandalized the other inmates of 
the house by beating his bride bru-
tally, her screams arousing the whole 
house. 

Mrs. Dr. Strode, of Bernadotte, 

is the widest-awake, most enthusi-
astic and brainy politician in Fulton 
county. And yet she can’t vote! – 
Lewiston (Ill.) Democrat. 

The first attempt in this country 
to record a public speech by means 
of the phonograph was made at a 
democratic rally in Orange, N.Y., 
the other day. The phonograph did 
not burst, and at the conclusion of 
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“I think we’re just gonna kill people. 
Okay? We’re gonna kill them. 
They’re gonna be, like, dead.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– President Donald Trump 
(concerning alleged drug traffickers)

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

john@wordpraxis.com

“Corporations do not feel compassion. Sickness and loss do not move them. 
Appealing to their humanity is not an effective political strategy.”

– Andrea Freeman, Ruin Their Crops on the Ground

Make Fascism
Wrong Again
Rebecca Hoffman

Fine Gardening, LLC
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Beware of 
Cruise Ships

– a Bar Harbor reader

to page six

Better Old News Than New Lies
from previous page

Corporate Democrats Falsely Claim 
Medicare for All Is ‘Unpopular’
This and other idiocy of the elites shows why the 
Democratic Establishment hasn’t learned a damn thing 
from losing to Trump—not once, but twice.

Time and tide wait for no man, nor does the thinning of the veil ’twixt 
this world and the alleged next one deviate from its annual schedule to 
accommodate the likes of us. Because our schedule is equally inexorable, this 
issue of the paper will hit the streets on the morning of Halloween. Since 
our DeLorean is in the shop for repairs, we’re unable at this time to publish 
here any photos of the 31st Annual Portsmoouth Halloween Parade. So, 
in lieu of the latest, we offer this dapper individual, who often greets our 
Wandering Photographer on his rambles.

by Jeff Cohen

This week began with the release 
of a report titled “Deciding to 

Win,” claiming to light the way “to-
ward a common sense renewal of the 
Democratic Party.”

But the first mention of health-
care is so far from reality that the 
authors might have more accurately 
titled their report “Deciding to Lie.” 
The report declares that Medicare 
for All is in the category of “unpop-
ular economic policies.” The claim is 
false. But it’s in sync with the corpo-
rate sensibilities and wishful think-
ing of party operatives like James 
Carville, whose praise of the docu-
ment appears on its first page.

In fact, for many years, public 
opinion on Medicare for All has 
been clearly favorable. But the au-
thors of the report, who call them-
selves The Welcome Team, will 
have none of it. Shoddy research is 
required for The Welcome Team 
(which claims to “represent the mid-
dle”) to dismiss Medicare for All as 
an “unpopular” economic policy. It 
is, of course, clearly unpopular with 
the health insurance companies that 
fund and influence corporate “Third 
Way” Democrats.

An Economist/You Gov poll 

of more than 1,500 adult citizens, 
conducted in July of this year, found 
that Medicare for All was support-
ed by 59 percent of those polled 
(including 36 percent who “strongly 
support”)—and opposed by only 27 
percent. Medicare for All was sup-
ported by almost every demographic 
group, including ideological “mod-
erates” (67 percent to 17 percent) 
and those who identify as “indepen-
dents” (57 percent to 24 percent/56 
percent to 18 percent). The only 
demographics with a majority op-
posing it were Trump supporters, 
conservatives or Republicans/Re-
publican-leaners. 

Despite fervent opposition from 
Wall Street and health insurance 
companies, the Medicare for All Act 
was introduced in April of this year 
with more than 100 co-sponsors in 
the House of Representatives.

Gallup’s annual healthcare survey 
in November 2024 asks a similar, 
but different, question—whether 
“it is the responsibility of the federal 
government to make sure all Amer-
icans have healthcare coverage” or 
not. The percentage responding yes 
has risen to 62 percent, while just 36 
percent said no.

In 2020 Democratic primaries 
in Southern states that pitted Ber-

ment. They were likely pleased with 
the headline that one media outlet 
gave to coverage of the report on 
Monday: “Left-Wing Ideas Have 
Wrecked Democrats’ Brand, New 
Report Warns.” But pretending that 
Medicare for All is unpopular indi-
cates how far their elitism has taken 
them from the concerns of most 
people in the United States.

–=≈=–
Jeff Cohen is an activist and author. 
Cohen was an associate professor of 

journalism and the director of the 
Park Center for Independent Me-
dia at Ithaca College, founder of the 
media watch group FAIR, and for-
mer board member of Progressive 
Democrats of America. In 2002, 
he was a producer and pundit at 
MSNBC. He is the author of Ca-
ble News Confidential: My Mis-
adventures in Corporate Media, 
and a co-founder of the online ac-
tion group, www.RootsAction.
org. His website is jeffcohen.org.

nie Sanders (a Medicare for All 
supporter) against Joe Biden (an 
opponent), most Democrats sup-
ported Medicare for All (according 
to NBC News exit polls) even in 
states that Biden won overwhelm-
ingly. In Mississippi, where Biden 
bested Bernie by 81 to 15 percent, 
6 in 10 Democrats in exit polls sup-
ported replacing all private health 
insurance with Medicare for All vs. 
32 percent opposed. 

What’s especially important about 
the recent Economist/YouGov poll 
and similar polls going back years 
is that Medicare for All is popular 
with the public despite a near-to-
tal exclusion of media pundits who 
support the policy—whether at the 
New York Times or New York Post, 
whether at CNN or Fox News. In 
mainstream media, the policy is 
rarely uplifted and regularly deni-
grated. During the 2020 Democrat-
ic primaries, for example, journalists 
regularly pressed Bernie Sanders for 
the price tag of his Medicare for All 
proposal, but defenders of the pri-
vate-insurance-dominated system 
were never pressed on the costs to 
society of sticking with the status 
quo—which is far more expensive 
(due to bureaucracy, huge CEO sal-
aries, insurance company profits).

While the polling is clear, so is the 
agenda of the “Deciding to Win” 
authors and their backers in the cor-
porate Democratic Party establish-

the performance it was found to be 
duly loaded with nonsense about the 
tariff. 

While testing a rope fire escape 
at the Monongahela house in Pitts-
burg, Pa., Oct. 31st, the rope broke, 
and three boys, James McClure, 
John Duddy and Daniel Neagle, 
all about fifteen years old, were pre-
cipitated from the fifth story to the 
pavement, a distance of seventy feet. 
McClure and Duddy fell head fore-
most and were killed instantly. Nea-
gle had both arms and legs broken 
and will die. The agent of the fire 
escape, E.C. Wilson of Zanesville, 
Ohio, who hired the boys to come 
down the escape, paying them five 
cents each, was arrested pending the 
coroner’s investigation. 

Middleton, N.Y., Nov. 4th – A 
number of boys to-day took a hand 
car of the Ontario & Western R.R. 
from the switch out on the main 
line. While going down a heavy 
grade near Sands station the car be-

came unmanageble [sic] on account 
of the high rate of speed, and finally 
jumped the track. One boy named 
McGalloway had his head cut off, 
and another was fatally injured. 

Last evening a noted Concord 
character named John Flagg died 
from a dose of opium at a hotel in 
West Manchester where he had 
been stopping for the past few weeks 
with a female companion named 
Carrie Emmons. A large sum of 
money which he was supposed to 
possess is missing. The Emmons 
woman is under arrest. 

The thirteen whale ships previ-
ously reported as being held by ice 
in the Arctic ocean, are fifteen miles 
southeast from Herald island, in-
stead of being twenty miles north of 
it. This makes their position a little 
better than first announced, but still 
very bad. [Herald Island lies about 400 
miles northwest of the Bering Strait. – 
The Ed.]

A New York despatch of Nov. 
1st says: “The police canvass of the 
registered vote has been completed, 

and as a result, 750 warrants have 
been obtained for the arrest of per-
sons voting illegally registered. The 
warrants were on Superintendent 
Murray’s desk this morning, stacked 
three feet high. More have been ap-
plied for, and it is estimated that the 
number will probably reach a thou-
sand.”

The milkmen who supply the 
wants of the people of this city in 
their line, on the 1st. inst. put the 
jackscrews under the price, and 
raised it to six cents a quart, from 
five cents. [Adjusted for inflation and 
unit of measure, that’s a jump from 
$6.84 a gallon to $8.20—nearly twice 
the cost today. – The Ed.]

A Small Riot
Last evening a crowd of Portsmouth 
democrats were engaged in celebrat-
ing by a parade the “victory” of their 
party, and were evidently intent on 
quarrelling with the republican pa-
raders. They finally succeeded, for 
when the republican procession was 
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“Paris is still 
a good idea.”

Lewis G. Harriman Jr.
(1916-2015)

Northern Islet
Mounting granite waves

Hugged by juniper masses
Recall the ice age.

Reading this for free and feeling guilty? 
Well, perhaps you should.

Fortunately there’s a simple remedy: 
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Project 2027: A Democratic Agenda
To the editors:

This past weekend I stood on the 
grass edge of a sidewalk for an hour 
and a half, holding a “no kings” sign, 
and I watched as hundreds (per-
haps thousands) of cars and trucks 
drove past. Literally several hundreds 
of drivers and passengers signaled 
their reaction to the protest, by their 
thumbs-up expressions of support. By 
my careful count, only seven drivers 
expressed their distaste for the protest 
with either a thumbs-down or mid-
dle-finger-raised gesture. If this is even 
only somewhat indicative of the will 
of the people, then the 2026 midterm 
elections bode well for the Democrat-
ic party. But as the Democratic party 
stands now, it does not appear to be 
united or even to have positions on 
what has already happened in the past 
nine months—what they need is a 
Project 2027 manifesto around which 
to unite. 

Trumps’s second term began with 
clear objectives that were created and 
enshrined in a document in advance 
of winning the election. His admin-
istration has been enacting polices 
and practices with ruthless speed that 
make those objectives a reality because 
they were organized, ready to take over 
the government and act on their Proj-
ect 2025 priorities. The Dems need to 
learn from this. 

Dems need to unite around a Proj-
ect 2027 manifesto that clearly lays out 
the actions, policies, and actual legis-
lation that they will introduce if they 
regain control of Congress. IF we are 
allowed to vote in Federal elections in 
2026, and IF enough Representatives 
and Senators are elected to take con-
trol of Congress, then they need to be 
ready to introduce and act on legisla-
tion drafted in advance that 1) rescinds 
egregious executive orders from the 
current administration, 2) eliminates 
the loopholes that the current ad-
ministration has used to enact their 
agenda, and most important of all, 3) 
irrevocably limits campaign funding 
that absolutely prevents the “purchas-
ing of legislative seats” in any legislative 
body; no PACs, no “Dark Money,” no 
individual contributions beyond a low 
set limit. Legislate to overturn “Citi-
zens United.” Corporations are NOT 
PEOPLE and therefore have NO free 
speech rights! 

Dems should learn from the current 
administration: unify around a Project 

2027 manifesto, and be ready to en-
act it, beginning on the day they are 
sworn in. Anything less is a formula 
for failure that keeps us on the path to 
destroy Democracy and take away the 
rest of our freedoms. 

Paul Cully
Dover, N.H.
Paul:
You almost lost us at “Dems need to 

unite… .” Our editorial brain, such as 
it is, was momentarily paralyzed by the 
prospect of having to herd cats. We jump 
started it by recalling what Will Rogers 
said: “I am not a member of any orga-
nized political party. I am a Democrat.” 
Accordingly, we reconsidered. You have 
issued a call for action, and, in our way, 
we support it. Here’s why:

Return with us now to those thrill-
ing days of the second Reagan admin-
istration. It’s January, 1986, and the 
Department of Energy [DOE] has just 
announced that south-western New 
Hampshire has a one-in-26 chance of 
being selected as the Eastern U.S. dump 
site for high-level nuclear waste from 
commercial nuclear power plants. Among 
those living at Ground Zero at the time, 
the editor, having been at Altamont for 
the infamous Stones concert, and in Sai-
gon during the Tet Offensive, was per-
haps the least surprised by this unexpected 
and unpleasant turn of events.

The announcement galvanized ev-
eryone in a forty-mile radius. Even sup-
porters of the Seabrook power plant found 
ways to oppose having its radioactive gar-
bage under their homes. Some argued that 
our opposition should be polite, dignified, 
and respectful. Others proposed creative 
measures that were anything but. 

True to form, the editor published a 
short-lived magazine called The New 
Hampshire Home Defender. Its editori-
al position supported the full spectrum of 
non-felonious resistance. 

After threatening a years-long selection 
process, in which scientific facts would be 
the sole criteria, and local public sentiment 
would count for naught, the DOE caved 
after six months of resistance that ranged 
from official politesse to raucus rallies and 
a convoy to the state capitol.

The right’s raw material—aside from 
money—is people who are susceptible to 
the lure of authoritarianism. 

Those on the left, for the most part, are 
not. They’re going to do their own thing, 
whatever that might be. 

Anyone acting non-feloniously against 
authoritarianism is on our side.

The Editor

Thin-Skinned Republicans
Dear Editor:

In a recent letter in Seacoastonline, 
the author was very critical of a let-
ter that he claimed painted “today’s 
Republican Party with a very broad 
brush, and in doing so misses what 
continues to inspire many young peo-
ple to get involved with the Republi-
can party and organizations like TP 
USA. College Republicans are mo-
tivated by ideas of individual liberty, 
limited government, strong national 
defense, traditional values such as mar-
riage and raising families and econom-
ic opportunity.”

While I agree that most groups are 
not monoliths that represent a single 
ideology, today’s Republican party 
seems to be controlled by the ideology 
and policies of Donald Trump and his 
followers. There is little room, if any, 
for dissent or criticism of Trump’s pol-
icies and actions.

Unfortunately, Trump’s policies of 
retribution, hate, anger, abuse of pow-
er and unconstitutional acts seem to be 
admired by many young Republicans. 
Today, Politico reported on 2,900 pages 
of messages exchanged on the messag-
ing app Telegram between leaders of 
pro-Trump Young Republican groups 
in New York, Kansas, Arizona and 
Vermont. In the messages, the leaders 
used racist themes and epithets freely 
and cheered slavery, rape, gas cham-
bers, and torturing their opponents. 
They referred to black people as mon-
keys and “the watermelon people.” 
And the “n” word appeared in the mes-
sage thread more than 251 times. They 
also expressed admiration for Adolf 
Hitler. I hope that these messages 
from a fairly broad spectrum of young 
Republicans is not “what continues 
to inspire many young people to get 
involved with the Republican party.” 
Hopefully, the author will speak out as 
forcefully against these young Repub-
licans as he did against Democrats. 

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
Don’t be holding your breath waiting 

for Republicans to scold the racists and 
nazis in their party, you’ll turn blue in 
the face.

The Editor

Was it Dayan? Does it Matter?
To the Editor:

I’m sorry this is so late, but I wanted 
to defend Moshe Dayan against the 
Gazette’s charge that he ordered the at-
tack on the [USS] Liberty. According 
to Jay Cristol’s book The Liberty Inci-
dent, on the day of the attack, Dayan 
was driving from Jerusalem to Hebron 
in a car that didn’t have a radio (He-
bron had no telephones at the time).

A photo of the party when they 
were near Hebron shows (by the men’s 
wristwatches) that it was seventeen 
minutes before the attack on the Lib-
erty. While Dayan could conceivably 
have given an order for the attack be-
fore leaving Jerusalem; it’s unlikely—I 
think very unlikely—that there would 
have been so much delay between the 
order and the attack. My bet is that 
the order came from a regional com-
mander.

On another matter; I’d ask W.D. 
Earhart to clarify what he means 
when he says Israel is “illegal” and 
“has no right to exist.” What criteria 
does a state have to meet to be legal, 
and would a Palestinian state meet the 
criteria better than a Jewish state? If a 
requirement is that the state respect 
human rights, neither Israel or Pales-
tine would qualify.

People who deny Israel’s right to 
exist are usually advocating the de-
struction of the state and the expulsion 
or punishment of the state’s Jewish 
population, which Noam Chomsky 
said “would be intolerable to civilized 
opinion.” I hope Prof. Earhart has 
something else in mind.

Aaron Carine
Dover, N.H.
Aaron:
Late indeed. You seem to be referring to 

comments we made back in June of 2023. 
You’ve got us thinking about establishing 
a statute of limitations here.

Our opinion, then and now, based 
on a fair amount of reading at the USS 
Liberty Document Archive, online at 
www.usslibertydocuments.info, is 
that Moshe Dayan probably ordered the 
attack. It was clearly intended to put the 
Liberty on the bottom. 

Exactly where was Dayan at the time? 
We doubt it matters. The attack was no 
spur-of-the-moment thing. Is it so hard 
to imagine that an alibi might have been 
included in the planning?

Perhaps Dayan presented his Israeli 
higher-ups with a fait almost-accompli. 
Perhaps they approved the operation 
beforehand. Either way, it would have 
made no difference to the sailors aboard 
Liberty.

Whoever holds the moral responsibility 
for the attack, the blame for the cover-up 
falls on President Johnson and his ad-
mirals. Pardon us if we don’t give much 
weight to Cristol’s apologia. His book was 
published by the Naval Institute Press, 
and it was obviously intended to buttress 
the official line—which was clearly in-
tended to whitewash the whole mess. 

As for other matter you raise, we’ll let 
Mr. Ehrhart speak for himself if he cares 
to. On his behalf, though, we’ll note that 
you spelled his name wrong.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Reclaiming Armistice Day
To the Editor:

November 11, 2025, will mark the 
107th anniversary of the signing of 
the World War I armistice that ceased 
hostilities on the Western Front, 
which took effect on the “eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the elev-
enth month” of 1918. With this cease-
fire, nations still recovering from the 
horrible nightmare of WWI, one of 
the deadliest conflicts in human his-
tory, collectively embraced peace as a 
universal principle and called for an 
end to all wars.

That appalling event led to Armi-
stice Day which was initially desig-
nated as “a day to be dedicated to the 
cause of world peace and to be thereaf-
ter celebrated.” But in 1954 during the 
Cold War, the U.S. Congress passed a 
bill that changed “Armistice Day” to 
Veterans Day. Stripped of its original 
intention, November 11th became 
a day identified with war instead of 
peace—a day for remembering yet 
more war dead, honoring all veterans, 
and glorifying militarism.
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Veterans for Peace believes that a 
day that celebrates peace, not war, is 
the best way to honor the sacrifices 
of those who have served in war. We 
know the destruction and sorrow that 
war has caused and continues to cause, 
and we understand its senseless futility.

In reclaiming November 11th as 
Armistice Day, Veterans for Peace calls 
for an end to armed conflict and asks 
that as Americans, we dedicate our-
selves to the hard work of building real 
and lasting peace globally.

Will Thomas
N.H. Veterans for Peace
Auburn, N.H.
Will:
Thank you for this clear, concise, histor-

ically-informed, and, we believe, indis-
putable argument in favor of reclaiming 
November 11th as “Armistice Day.”

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trump’s Latest Low
Dear Editor:

In what is a new low, even for 
Donald Trump, Mr. Trump in a 
late Saturday post, shared a bizarre 
AI-generated video of himself wear-
ing a crown and piloting a fighter jet 
with “King Trump” written on it. In 
the clip Trump then dropped a whop-
ping load of what appeared to be feces 
on No Kings protesters down below 
in the streets of Times Square in New 
York City.

In another AI-generated post, 
Trump, wearing a crown and robe, 
pulls out a sword as the words “hail 
to the king” play in the background. 
A slew of his left-wing political foes, 
including former Democratic House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi then bow to 
him. The video was shared in a BlueS-
ky post by Vice President JD Vance 
Saturday.

Both Trump and Vance display a 
level of disgraceful behavior so lacking 
in any class, maturity, intellect, dignity, 
decorum, or basic decency, it is im-
possible to imagine that they are the 
leaders of our nation. Their behavior 
reflects that of a spoiled, immature, 
petulant adolescent who was just rep-

rimanded by an adult for their bad 
behavior. In doing so, they have not 
only embarrassed America and the 
American people in the eyes of the 
world, they have also desecrated the 
institution of the offices of President 
and Vice President. 

Shame on Trump and Vance and 
those who find this level of depravity 
entertaining and funny. It is a true re-
flection of their souls.

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
Thanks for noting this—we didn’t 

want to go near it. Look at the bright side, 
though: now we know what some people 
have for brains.

The Editor
–=≈=–

America Last
To the Editor:

Argentina has defaulted on its loans 
multiple times since 2000, yet Donald 
Trump is going to give it a $20 billion 
loan because he wants to prop up its 
president. 

This is a president that has cut bil-
lions in funds for school lunch pro-
grams, food pantries and Medicaid. 
He cut billions in foreign aid that fed 
the starving and funded health pro-
grams in poor countries. He has only 
asked for $10 billion to help our farm-
ers after China stopped buying our 
soybeans and switched to beans from 
Argentina and Brazil.

Trump is flushing $20 billion of tax-
payers’ money down the toilet to prop 
up a foreign government that will not 
pay back the loan. This is waste and 
abuse by a fraudulent president. So 
much for America First.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth N.H.
Walter:
You have to wonder just how much 

misery this bum can foist on his own fol-
lowers before they wise up. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Will Trump Get a Hat Trick?
Dear Editor,

His good health and the “Trump 
2028” hats are signs the President does 

not plan to leave the White House in 
2028.

Also, he is building a ballroom 
much bigger than the one in Mar-a-
Lago that will not be finished until 
near the end of his term, if then. Why 
do this, if he won’t get to use it?

In addition, he has said his “govern-
ment shutdown” program closings will 
be permanent. They are “never going 
to open again.” How can he guarantee 
this unless he plans to stay in office for 
a lifetime and then hand over power to 
a chosen successor, like kings do?

Speaking of Mar-a-Lago, did you 
know that the election law of the 
world’s greatest democracy before 
America, ancient Rome, required can-
didates for high public office to pro-
vide security for good behavior during 
their terms? They had to turn over 
deeds to important property, which 
could not be redeemed until after leav-
ing office on good terms.

Would things be different in Amer-
ica today if President Trump had been 
required to turn over ownership of 
major properties to the safe-keeping 
of the people?

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
“Good health”? That corpulent cretin 

looks like a walking myocardial infarc-
tion to us. 

Unfortunately, the rest of your letter 
rings true. Trump’s pardoned felonious 
pal Steve Bannon has been talking up a 
third term lately. One hopes that the pub-
lic at large has gotten over the phase of 
thinking “Oh, they’d never dare… .”

The Editor
–=≈=–

Will We Survive?
Dear Editor:
The term “equal justice under law” 

is the main principle of the United 
States judicial system. Engraved above 
the entrance of the Supreme Court 
building, it means that every person 
in the United States is entitled to re-
ceive equal and fair treatment from the 
law. These words express the ultimate 
responsibility of the Supreme Court, 
which, as the nation’s highest tribunal, 
hears cases and controversies arising 
under our Constitution of laws. As the 
final reviewer and judge, the Court is 

charged with ensuring all Americans 
received equal justice under law, there-
by functioning as guardian and inter-
preter of the Constitution.

Can the Roberts Court be relied 
upon to fulfill the immense responsi-
bility of protecting and guarding the 
American people? I think not.

In his swearing-in ceremony in 
2005, Chief Justice John Roberts 
(nominated by George W. Bush) stat-
ed: “Every generation in its turn must 
accept the responsibility of supporting 
and defending the Constitution, and 
bearing true faith and allegiance to it. 
That is the oath I just took.”

Unfortunately, time and space ne-
gates a complete listing of the Roberts 
Court’s most egregious decisions. One 
stands out. Despite the Constitution’s 
clarity, the unambiguous intent of the 
framers, over two centuries of judicial 
precedent and the combined under-
standing of every other American 
president, the Roberts Court seems 
determined to place Trump beyond 
the reach of criminal law. Trump takes 
that to mean (and has stated): “I have 
the right to do whatever I want as 
president.

In addition to weakening Congress, 
the Roberts Court knowingly laid 
the groundwork for an authoritarian 
presidency. By creating a doctrine of 
“presidential immunity” out of thin air, 
presidents can commit a wide range of 
crimes without fear of prosecution.

The dangers inherent in this at-
tack on the core of our judicial sys-
tem cannot be overstated. Members 
of Congress or federal judges can be 
prosecuted for taking bribes. Trump, 
by the same token, can issue pardons 
in exchange for $1 million and still fall 
within the immunity ruling’s bound-
ary.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor made clear 
in her dissent that, in accord with the 
ruling’s own conditions, a president 
could lawfully order SEAL Team Six 
to assassinate his political rivals and 
retain immunity.

In true Trump fashion, Roberts 
replied that his colleague was “fear 
mongering on the basis of extreme 
hypertheticals.” Beyond the scolding; 
however, the Chief Justice noticeably 
neglected to dispute Justice Sotomay-

or’s razor-sharp and accurate interpre-
tation.

Whatever our political leanings, 
Americans must (at all costs) ac-
knowledge that truth exists and facts 
matter. The Roberts Court’s rulings 
are not (as sometimes stated) mere 
“safeguards against overenthusiastic 
prosecutors.” They are blank checks 
for corruption and abuses of power, 
the dominant parentheses of Trump’s 
lifetime of lawlessness, and his legacy.

Sound thinking demands that 
Americans concede we no longer 
possess a functioning representative 
form of democratic government. Ad-
ditionally, we should at least consider 
whether or not our rules of law, our 
Constitution, even the Republic itself, 
will survive Trump, this Republican 
Party, and the Roberts Court.

David L. Snell
Franklin, N.C.
David:
Reading your letter, we came to a reali-

zation: this country needs an anti-Mount 
Rushmore—a sort of grand, outdoor, Post 
Office Bulletin Board for mugshots of the 
people most responsible for wrecking this 
country. If we had such a thing, Roberts’ 
bland mug would certainly belong …

Wait a minute—we’ve already got 
one! Fifteen miles east of Atlanta, at 
Stone Mountain, Georgia, a great, grey 
rock rises 850 feet above the surrounding 
terrain. It currently bears carved likeness-
es of Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, and 
Stonewall Jackson. Let’s just add Roberts 
to it.

The Editor
–=≈=–

A Call to Reform Capitalism
To the editor;

In a previous letter, I noted that al-
though modern Capitalism has gener-
ated great wealth, it has concentrated 
that wealth within a global elite (the 
top one percent owns more wealth 
than the bottom 95 percent). More-
over, instead of providing economic 
mobility, the system has enabled a rig-
id class structure based on wealth that 
makes it extremely difficult for the 
working and lower classes to rise to 
higher income levels. How did an eco-
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nomic system, originally designed to 
provide wide-based prosperity based 
on freedom of choice and property 
ownership as a natural right become 
an engine for inequality and restrict-
ed social mobility?

 Modern Capitalism is an ideol-
ogy derived from the ideas of En-
lightenment philosophers such as 
Smith, Ricardo and J.S. Mill who 
wrote in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries. Their ideas formed what 
became known as classical econom-
ic theory. They believed in the right 
of individuals to make economic 
decisions in their own self-interest 
within free markets. The right of 
individuals to own and barter prop-
erty was a fundamental corollary to 
the idea of a free market. Without 
clearly defined property ownership, 
it is impossible to safely sell or trade 
an asset. Moreover, private prop-
erty was considered an important 
driver of economic growth when 
used as capital to produce goods or 
services in a business or as collateral 
for investment in a profit-making 
enterprise. Profits were considered 
the exclusive right of the property 
owners, i.e. holders of capital. All 
other stakeholders in the business, 
including labor, had no claim on the 
profits that capital generated. These 
ideas along with the belief that gov-
ernment should not intervene in 
free markets became the founda-
tional doctrine of Capitalism.

The model was appropriate for 
expanding economic opportunity 
in an 18th century economy com-
prised of farmers, craftsmen, and 
small businesses. But by the end of 
the 19th century, industrial corpo-
rations had grown large, generating 
huge profits that accrued entirely 
to capitalist owners of the Gilded 
Age. Labor had become a commod-
ity, a cost that must be minimized 
to maximize profit. Industrialists 
prospered while the working class 
suffered. Today, we live in a second 
Gilded Age characterized by huge 
multinational corporations as well as 
financial institutions and tech firms 
with a global scope. Neoliberalism 

has reinforced the Capitalist model 
and added the maxim that the sole 
responsibility of corporate execu-
tives is to maximize return to share-
holders. The result has been the loss 
of millions of manufacturing jobs in 
the industrialized West to globaliza-
tion and factory automation while 
the owners of capital reaped the re-
wards of global operations. 

Ideologies have consequences. 
They are a method for social pro-
gramming, influencing the behavior 
and beliefs of their followers. Cap-
italism’s sole focus on the proper-
ty rights of capital has privileged 
shareholders while ignoring social 
costs imposed by corporate activ-
ities that damage the rights of not 
only labor but also individuals and 
communities beyond the corporate 
boundary. An obvious example is the 
environmental damage and contri-
bution to global warming caused by 
global scale manufacturing. Capital-
ism, originally conceived to promote 
economic liberty and private prop-
erty ownership, has morphed into a 
tool for creating and sustaining the 
wealth of a class of privileged elites, 
the owners of capital. While elites 
luxuriate, a subordinated working 
class increasingly finds that they 
cannot afford the cost of housing, 
healthcare or higher education. A 
new economic ideology is neces-
sary, based on ensuring the welfare 
of all stakeholders in the economic 
system rather than catering to an 
elite plutocracy. Here are a few sug-
gestions. Employees should be giv-
en a share of corporate governance 
through membership on Boards of 
Directors. They add value to a com-
pany’s product and should have a 
say in how that value is distributed. 
The rights of shareholders should 
not take precedence over the rights 
of consumers. Anti-trust laws need 
to be enforced and strengthened 
to preserve transparency as well as 
to avoid price gouging. Healthcare 
providers and utilities should be 
operated in the public interest with 

community participation, and, final-
ly, billionaires should be taxed at the 
level that reflects their obligation to a 
society that has provided them with 
so much opportunity. The Founding 
Fathers created a democracy. It’s 
about time that we acted like they 
meant it.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Robert:
Thanks for laying this out in a clear 

and dispassionate manner. We envy 
your ability not to foam at the mouth.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Portsmouth Needs a New City Council 
To the Editor:

It is a healthy thing for our de-
mocracy to regularly elect new 
candidates so that new ideas and 
perspectives are considered. Even 
though I know many of the council-
ors, and they are good people, I will 
not be voting for most incumbents. 
My primary disagreement with 
most has to do with unsustainable 
development and their treatment of 
Jim Hewitt. 

In my opinion, this council has 
been the most pro-development in 
recent city history. Using the excuse 
of affordable housing, they continue 
to support more unaffordable resi-
dential housing allowing one vari-
ance after another of our ordinances. 

A developer (our McIntire select-
ed developer) has sued the city and 
received a payment of $2 million for 
unspecified expenses, but quickly 
sued Portsmouth again. This time he 
received rezoning of property that 
he wished to develop in exchange 
for dropping his lawsuit. We need 
councilors who put residents ahead 
of developers. That is why I’ll be vot-
ing for Rick Becksted, Peter Whelan 
and Petra Huda, along with some of 
the new candidates.

I cannot vote for any currently 
serving councilor who voted to ac-
cuse Mr. Hewitt (a volunteer on the 
Planning Board) of “malfeasance,” 
and supported a trial in which city 
officials served as prosecutor, judge, 
and jury, forcing Mr. Hewitt to hire 
his own defense lawyer. That was an 
embarrassment. Even though the 
final 8-1 vote found Mr. Hewitt not 
guilty of all charges, the city refuses 
to reimburse his legal costs.

Only Andrew Bagley, JoAnna 
Kelly and Josh Denton voted not to 
have such a trial, and I intend to vote 
for them.

Other candidates I’ll be endorsing 
are for School Board: Nancy Clay-
burgh, Steven Adler, G. Becksted 
Muske, Esther Kennedy, and for 
Police Commission: Buzz Scherr 
and Jay Lieberman. 

Peter Somssich
Former State Representative
Portsmouth, N.H.
Peter:
Thank you for this thoughtful assess-

ment of the choices we face.
The Editor

–=≈=–
Watching Democracy Crumble

Dear Editor:
In an interview on MSNBC Sen-

ator Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) was 
asked about his feelings about the 
demolition of the East Wing of the 
White House. His response is worth 
repeating: 

“There’s a lot of history that has 
taken place in the East Wing, and it 
was just destroyed without any con-
versation in the American public, 
without any consent of Congress. It 
was absolutely illegal. That visual is 
powerful because you are essentially 
watching the destruction of the rule 
of law happen as those walls come 
down. It is just a symbol about how 
cavalier he is, about every single day 
acting in new and illegal ways.

“That’s the story with the killings 
in the Caribbean, as well. The presi-

dent just doesn’t believe that any law 
applies to him, that he can destroy 
federal property, that he can steal 
from American citizens, that he can 
kill with impunity, that he can throw 
anyone in jail.

 “We are not living in a functional 
democracy any longer. It’s not too 
late to save it, but it is just important 
to acknowledge that we aren’t on the 
precipice of losing our democracy. 
We are losing it every single day. 
We are not a functional nation with 
a rule of law any longer, and those 
toppled walls in the East Wing are a 
pretty stark reminder of that.”

As long as the Republican con-
trolled Congress and the six right-
wing Supreme Court members 
continue to ignore or even support 
Trump’s actions, he will continue to 
ramp up his destruction of our Re-
public. Time is running out.

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
In addition to the wholesale demoli-

tion of American history, this latest of-
fense provides Trump with yet another 
opportunity for grift: “Hey, Mr. Big 
Bucks Federal Contractor, how about 
making a fat donation to Mar-a-Lago 
North?”

The Editor

on Deer street, the others waited 
until the Winchester Guards had 
passed, and then drew across the 
street ahead of the rest of the parad-
ers. This of course made trouble; the 
Winchesters turned back to the aid 
of their assailed friends, and torch-
es, tin horns and broomhandles 
were freely used until the police 
quelled the disturbance. Sever-
al persons are reported to have 
received cuts and bruises, 
but the most serious thing 
about the affair was the 
display of democratic intol-
erance and lawlessness. [Cleveland, 
the Republican, defeated Harrison in 
Portsmouth, 1,510 to 972, but lost the 
Election. – The Ed.]

Two of our police had occasion 
to arrest a drunken man yesterday 
afternoon on Congress street, and 
their treatment of the unfortunate 
fellow, as described by witnesses, 
bordered on brutality. The prisoner 
was so overcome by liquor that he 
had little control of himself, and in 
their endeavor to keep him up and 
bear him along, kicked and struck 
him repeatedly and with such force 
as to arouse the indignation of those 
who saw the outrage. Not content 
with the abuse they administered 
to the person of the individual they 
were arresting, they shocked the ears 
of all hearers by their profane and 

abusive expressions. 
Police Court

James Stewart and Martin Daley, 
two hard looking tramps, were as-
sessed $9.90 each, for drunkenness. 
Brentwood in default of payment. 

One James Lowery was recent-
ly arrested in Saco, Me., and taken 
to Boston, on a charge of having 
been concerned in the robbery of 
Maynard’s jewelry store on Brattle 

square, Boston. The robbery was 
as odd in its inception as it was  
bold in execution. Maynard 
went to lunch in the middle 
of the day, Oct. 16th, locking 

his store. The instant he was out of 
sight two men in workmen’s dress 
appearance [sic], one covering the 
show window with whitewash, and 
the other by means of a step-ladder 
entered the store by the transom 
over the door; and when Mr. May-
nard returned after a half hour’s 
absence he found the place cleared 
of goods valued at several thousand 
dollars. Another man, Peter Drohan, 
has been arrested for being con-
cerned in the robbery, and Robert 
Tate for receiving part of the stolen 
goods, which have been recovered. 

George M. Conarre of Philadel-
phia is to have erected at Bald Head 
Cliff, Ogunquit, Wells, a summer 
cottage to cost $10,000. He must 
be a newspaperman; ordinary peo-

to next page 
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Smart Fish Don’t Bite

new poetry by 
W.D. Ehrhart

https://tinyurl.com/5f82utt9

The New Hampshire Gazette is the most 
economical advertising medium on the Seacoast. 
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Uniting the United 
People of the United 
States of America

Better Old News Than New Lies

Whitewashing America
by W.D. Ehrhart

Anyone paying any attention at all to what’s 
been happening in this country since Jan-

uary 2025 has to be aware of the ongoing and 
vigorous efforts of our Whitewasher-in-Chief 
to purge American history of anything that isn’t 
thoroughly upbeat, positive, and—well, let’s be 
honest here—white. Nothing negative. Accord-
ing to him and his minions, this country is and 
always has been pure as the driven snow. Like the 
anthem says, “Land of the free, and home of the 
brave.”

Thus, various Smithsonian museums must re-
move the Gay Pride flag, Rigoberto Gonzalez’s 
painting of immigrants crossing our southern 
border, Hugo Crosthwaite’s images of Dr. An-
thony Fauci, and the Bible donated by civil rights 
leader Rev. Dr. Amos Brown.

The National Park Service has been ordered to 
remove signage referring to the internment of tens 
of thousands of Japanese 
Americans during World 
War Two, the massacre of 
Native Americans, and the 
impact of climate change on 
the parks themselves. The 
current administration is 
attacking an exhibit at Inde-
pendence Park that tells the 
story of the slaves Washing-
ton brought to Philadelphia 
and kept there when he was 
president.

At the Kennedy Center 
in Washington, DC, jazz 
coordinator Kevin Struthers 
was fired after thirty years, 
and dance director Jane Ra-
leigh and her whole team 
were fired in favor of a man 
who openly decries diversity, 
equity, and inclusion in the 
dance community.

There seems to be no 
end to the lengths the 
MAGARevisionists will 
go to sanitize American 
history, American culture, 
and American reality. For 
many years, US high school 
students have been partic-
ipating in a program called 

Poetry Out Loud. Each year, students pick several 
poems to memorize, and then engage in recita-
tion contests, first in their own schools, then in 
regional, state, and finally national competitions. 
The idea is to promote the enjoyment and appre-
ciation of poetry among young people.

Two of my poems have long been included 
among the poems students can pick from. Kids 
in high schools from Massachusetts to Califor-
nia have recited my poems, often making it to the 
next level of regional competition, and sometimes 
advancing even farther.

In 2011, Victoria DiMartile won the Kentucky 
state championship and was runner-up at the 
national competition. In 2017, Samara Huggins 
of Georgia won the national Poetry Out Loud 
crown. In 2019, Sam McGarvey won the Dela-
ware state championship. In 2020, my poems—
thanks to the students who chose them—made 
it to both the Vermont and Michigan state finals. 
And in 2023, Edward Wilson, Jr., became the 
Mississippi state champion and runner-up to the 
national champ.

But just the other day, I received this message 

from a friend of mine who is the English Depart-
ment head at a school where I used to teach:

“For years we have been competing in the na-
tionally funded Poetry Out Loud program,” she 
writes. “Your poems have been on that website in 
the past, and students have recited them for the 
competition. I recently received word that the 
Poetry Out Loud anthology is no longer being 
maintained by The Poetry Foundation. Here is 
some language from the email I received:

“As the nation prepares to commemorate its 250th 
anniversary, the federal government is emphasizing 
programming in 2026 that honors American histo-
ry and culture. Accordingly, the poems selected for the 
2025-2026 Poetry Out Loud competition highlight 
American poets as well as poems that embody the na-
tion’s indomitable spirit, creativity, innovation and 
the nation’s rich cultural and historical heritage.

“The new anthology no longer has your poems. 
Natasha Trethewey and Maya Angelou are just 
two of many other poets who are no longer in-
cluded on the current Poetry Out Loud website.”

Trethewey is a former United States Poet Lau-
reate, and in 1993 Angelou—world-famous for 

her memoir I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings—became 
the first poet to perform at 
a presidential inauguration 
since Robert Frost in 1961, 
so I’m in very good compa-
ny. And I suppose I should 
be flattered that our Cultural 
Critic-in-Chief disapproves 
of me. If he and his hench-
men were fans of my poet-
ry, I would surely be doing 
something wrong.

For the record, here are 
the poems of mine that have 
been deemed unfit, unsuit-
able, and not sufficiently 
celebratory of the nation’s 
“rich cultural and historical 
heritage” for today’s Amer-
ican high schoolers.

–=≈=–
Both poems can be found in 
Thank You for Your Ser-
vice: Collected Poems. 
published by McFarland & 
Company. W.D. Ehrhart 
is a retired Master Teacher 
of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War 
memoir trilogy also pub-
lished by McFarland. 

Each day I go into the fields
to see what is growing
and what remains to be done.
It is always the same thing: nothing
is growing; everything needs to be done.
Plow, harrow, disc, water, pray
till my bones ache and hands rub
blood-raw with honest labor—
all that grows is the slow
intransigent intensity of need.
I have sown my seed on soil
guaranteed by poverty to fail.

But I don’t complain—except
to passersby who ask me why
I work such barren earth.
They would not understand me
if I stooped to lift a rock
and hold it like a child, or laughed,
or told them it is their poverty
I labor to relieve. For them,
I complain. A farmer of dreams
knows how to pretend. A farmer of dreams
knows what it means to be patient.
Each day I go into the fields.

The Farmer

What if I didn’t shoot the old lady
running away from our patrol,
or the old man in the back of the head,
or the boy in the marketplace?

Or what if the boy—but he didn’t
have a grenade, and the woman in Hue
didn’t lie in the rain in a mortar pit
with seven Marines just for food.

Gaffney didn’t get hit in the knee,
Ames didn’t die in the river, Ski
didn’t die in a medevac chopper
between Con Thien and Da Nang.

In Vietnamese, Con Thien means
place of angels. What if it really was
instead of the place of rotting sandbags,
incoming heavy artillery, rats and mud.

What if the angels were Ames and Ski,
or the lady, the man, and the boy,
and they lifted Gaffney out of the mud
and healed his shattered knee?

What if none of it happened the way I said?
Would it all be a lie?
Would the wreckage be suddenly beautiful?
Would the dead rise up and walk?

Beautiful Wreckage

by Jim Hightower

A  headline on a recent news ar-
ticle caught my eye, for it de-

clared, “Americans Disagree on Ev-
erything.”

I said to myself: “I disagree with 
that!”

Indeed, the untold story of today’s 
America is the good news that We 
the People fundamentally agree on 
more than what supposedly sep-
arates us. It is true that our daily 
media feed does relentlessly push 
political negativity and discord, and 
it’s true that hyper-partisan politi-
cians grab attention by hammer-
ing their narrow views into swords 
of hatred. But that’s them, not the 
greater us.

Even hot-button issues which 
dominate the Internet and talk-
shows are actually not all that di-
visive for the majority of us. For 
example, nearly 90 percent of 
Americans (including two-thirds 
of Republicans) oppose the right-
wing attempt to whitewash our na-
tion’s history by restricting teachers, 
museums etc. from addressing such 
realities as slavery. 

More significantly, consider the 
real needs of ordinary workaday 
families. Basics like living wages, 
protecting Social Security, bust-
ing-up monopolies, cleaning up pol-
lution, providing affordable housing, 
funding our parks and libraries, 
stopping price gouging. Over-
whelmingly, Americans in red, blue, 
and purple areas agree on what gov-
ernment ought to be doing—and 
disagree with what it is doing. But 
the plutocratic moneyed elites that 
now fund and perpetuate Americas 
corrupt and dysfunctional govern-
ment profit by promoting hatreds 
to pit us against each other, praying 
that all of us don’t focus on them.

Don’t succumb to their self-serv-
ing lies, but seek ways to unite in 
what we Americans do agree on—
specifically our historic commit-
ment to the democratic values of 
economic fairness, social justice, and 
equal treatment for all. Anything 
less is BS.

–=≈=–
Populist author, public speaker, and 
radio commentator Jim Hightower 
writes “The Hightower Lowdown,” 
a monthly newsletter chronicling 
the ongoing fights by America’s or-
dinary people against rule by pluto-
cratic elites. Sign up at Hightow-
erLowdown.org.

–=≈=–

ple call dwellings costing $10,000 
houses. 

Sailmaker John A. Long has been 
sentenced to six months confine-
ment to his ship, the Richmond, and 
a reprimand, for drunkenness. 

Lieut. Nelson T. Hammond has 
been suspended for three years, on 
half of waiting-orders pay, for trick-
ery in connection with his exam-
ination as a member of the torpedo 
class. 

The New Hampshire Gazette
November 8, 1888

Laconia, N.H., Nov. 11 — At day-
break this morning a life sized fig-
ure was discovered suspended from 
the Democratic flag line suspend-
ed across Bank square, attached to 
which was a placard bearing the 
words: “So die all traitors.” The affair 
created a profound sensation, and 
was the topic of universal discussion 
among all classes during the day.

London, Nov. 12 — Three thou-
sand socialists met in Hyde Park 
yesterday to observe the anniversa-
ry of the execution of the Chicago 
anarchists, and to denounce the sup-
pression of free speech in Trafalgar 

square.
It is reported that a Market street 

fruit dealer won three hats and $500 
in money, on the result of the presi-
dential election.

Why They Stopped
A few republicans on Thursday eve-
ning about nine o’clock commenced 
to fire a salute from a small cannon, 
on a piece of land on Christian 
Shore outside the compact part of 
the city, which they had permission 
to occupy. They had fired five or six 
rounds when a navy yard iron-plat-
er named Goodrich appeared, and 
demanded that the firing instant-

ly cease, on pain of his displeasure, 
which he would manifest in the 
most violent manner. Finding that 
the firing would proceed in spite 
of all this, he then stated that a lady 
living in a house not a long distance 
away was very ill, and that the noise 
disturbed her greatly. On this reason 
being advanced, the firing ceased.

The New Hampshire Gazette
November 15, 1888

–=≈=–
Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers 
from which the items above were 
excerpted. – The Ed.

from previous page
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, November 4Monday, November 3Sunday, November 2 Wednesday, November 5 Thursday, November 6 Friday, November 7 Saturday, November 8

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

“It is a true saying that a man 
must eat a peck of salt with his 

friend before he knows him.” 
— Miguel de Cervantes 

(Don Quixote)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

Tuesday, November 11Monday, November 10Sunday, November 9 Wednesday, November 12 Thursday, November 13 Friday, November 14 Saturday, November 15

Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

The Astute Businessperson
may want to consider the anachronistic 

affordability of advertising in our 
venerable news medium.

This space, for example, could be had for 
a mere $40 per fortnight. 

Try to find such a bargain elsewhere!
(603) 433-9898, or editors@nhgazette.com
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2020—“What is the downside for hu-
moring him…?” a “senior Republican 
official” asks the Washington Post. “It’s 
not like he’s plotting how to prevent 
Joe Biden from taking power.”
1998—Brokers who rigged the game 
at NASDAQ  are compelled to pay 
their bilked customers $1 billion.
1989—The Berlin Wall suddenly be-
comes unexpectedly porous.
1979—Zbigniew Brzezinski gets a 
call: “250 nuclear missiles incoming!” 
Then another: “Make that 2,000!” A 
third says, [Gilda voice.] “Never mind.”
1977—William C. Sullivan, former 
Hoover hatchet man who once pre-
dicted he’d be murdered in a faked ac-
cident, is accidentally shot by a fellow 
hunter in Sugar Hill, N.H.
1969—Indians land on Alcatraz. 
Some are removed by the Coast 
Guard, others stay overnight.
1965—One power plant in Ontario 
fails; the whole Northeast goes dark.
1953—Dylan Thomas dies in New 
York at 39, mostly from bad doctoring.
1938—German Nazis demonstrate 
their Aryan superiority by murdering 
91 Jews during Kristallnacht.
1932—The Swiss Army, to restore 
order, fires on a crowd of protestors in 
Geneva, killing 13 anti-fascists.
1919—Columbia U. head Nicholas 
M. Butler tells veterans to “crush these 
[radical leftist] enemies of our nation.”
1863—Abraham Lincoln watches 
John Wilkes Booth perform in Selby’s 
“The Marble Heart” at Ford’s Theatre.

2005—The Washington Post reveals 
that the CIA is “protecting democra-
cy” by running a secret gulag.
2004—Warren Co., Ohio officials 
say a “terrorist threat” is why they’re 
counting votes behind locked doors.
2002—“We know he [Saddam Hus-
sein] has chemical weapons,” says 
George W.[MD] Bush. [He doesn’t.]
2001—“Give war a chance,” writes 
the N.Y. Times’s Thomas L. Friedman.
2000—TV in Maine reveals George 
W.[MD] Bush’s 1976 DUI bust.
1972—The Seafarers International 
Union [SIU] gives $100K to Nixon’s 
campaign. The Justice Dept. drops an 
indictment of the SIU for making ille-
gal campaign contributions.
1967—Pres. Johnson and his “Wise 
Men” decide what the Vietnam War 
needs is more upbeat coverage.
1965—Norman Morrison, a Quaker, 
31, immolates himself below Robert 
McNamara’s Pentagon window.
1963—The U.S.-ordered coup in 
Vietnam goes awry: a major and a cap-
tain assassinate President Ngo Dinh 
Diem and his brother Ngo Din Nhu.
1929—The crash “doesn’t mean that 
there will be any general or serious…
depression,” says Business Week.
1920—Socialist Eugene V. Debs gets 
913,693 votes for President, despite 
being in prison for sedition.
1852—General Winfield Scott, “Old 
Fuss and Feathers,” concedes the Pres-
idency to Franklin Pierce, “the hero of 
many a hard-fought bottle.”

2020—The U.S. votes to evict a dead-
beat from the White House.
1986—A Lebanese newspaper reveals 
that the U.S. has been selling arms to 
the Ayatollah’s regime in Iran.
1979—Communists are fired on by 
Klansmen and Nazis in Greensboro, 
N.C. Five die and 11 are wounded, but 
three trials yield no convictions.
1973—A DC-10’s #3 engine explodes 
over New Mexico due to a flight crew’s 
unauthorized experiment. All aboard 
land safely except the guy in 17H, who 
is sucked out a window. His skeleton is 
found two years later.
1969—In a speech which proves to be 
fatally effective, Richard Nixon con-
jures up his “Silent Majority.”
1956—Israeli Defence Forces kill 275 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.
1948—“Dewey Defeats Truman,” ac-
cording to the Chicago Tribune.
1903—Backed by Pres. Roosevelt 
[R], Panama secedes from Colombia. 
Coincidentally, the New Panama Ca-
nal Company gives $60K to the GOP.
1874—Election Day in Eufala, Ala.: 
The White League murders seven 
Black Republicans, wounds 70 more, 
and says the Democrats won.
1848—In Revere, Mass, a train full 
of Whigs collides with a train full of 
Democrats; six die and 40 are injured.
1783—The U.S.’s Army disbands.
1755—Mass. sets bounties for Indian 
scalps, ranging from £50 for male Pe-
nobscots over 12 years old, to £20 for 
female Indians under 12.

2016—“Calm down,” reads the head-
line over a Washington Post column, 
“We’ll be fine no matter who wins.”
2008—Barack Obama wins, sparing 
the nation from Sarah Palin.
1988—“John Nada,” [Roddy Piper], 
comes to chew bubblegum and kick 
ass; and he’s all out of bubblegum.
1979—Militant Shi’ite Muslims take 
66 Americans hostage in Teheran, 
dooming the Carter administration.
1975—A neocon cabal reshuffles 
the Ford cabinet for him. Rumsfeld, 
Cheney, and Bush take over.
1960—In Dallas, a vicious “Mink 
Coat Mob” angrily confronts Lyndon 
and Lady Bird Johnson. Revulsion at 
its tactics cost Nixon Texas.
1958—A U.S. B-47 bomber carrying 
nukes crashes near Abilene, Texas. 
High explosives detonate. Nuclear 
materials are recovered later.
1955—CIA HQ responds to Caracas 
Station re: report that Adolf Hitler has 
been seen in Argentina—“we suggest 
that this matter be dropped.”
1952—Univac I gives CBS a nearly 
dead-on prediction: Eisenhower 438, 
Stevenson 93. The network doesn’t air 
it because it contradicts the polls.
1924—Wyoming elects Nellie Tayloe 
Ross, the U.S.’s 1st female Governor.
1798—Vermont elects Matthew 
Lyon, in jail for sedition, to Congress.
1791—In the Battle of the Wabash, 
Native Americans kill, wound, or cap-
ture 896 of 1,000 U.S. soldiers—one 
quarter of the U.S.’s standing Army.

2024—Democrats somehow manage 
to lose the White House to a felonious 
nutjob who once tried to steal it.
1986—In a hijacked helicopter, ’Nam 
vet Ron McIntosh springs his girl 
from the prison he recently escaped.
1974—In New Hampshire, Louis C. 
Wyman gets 355 more votes than John 
Durkin. It ain’t over yet, though; 317 
days later, Durkin’s a U.S. Senator.
1964—A loaded KC-97 crashes on 
takeoff at Pease: five crewmen die.
1949—Daily churchgoer and de-
ranged WW II veteran Howard Un-
ruh (1921—2009) shoots 16 people, 
killing 13, in Camden, N.J.
1943—A fascist pilot bombs the Holy 
See, trying to silence Vatican Radio.
1935—After buying the anti-capital-
ist game cheap, Parker Brothers mar-
kets a pro-capitalist Monopoly.
1930—Thinking the phone call is a 
hoax, Nobel winner Sinclair Lewis 
imitates his Swedish caller’s accent.
1916—Vigilantes fire on IWW 
members in Everett, Wash. They kill 
two of their own and five Wobblies.
1872—Susan B. Anthony and 14 
less-notorious women vote in Roch-
ester, N.Y. Nine days later, only An-
thony is arrested.
1855—Birth of Eugene V. Debs.
1796—Sen. John Rutherfurd [Fed.-
N.J.], 36, bashes British Consul Gen-
eral John Temple with a club during 
Guy Fawkes night in New York City. 
Temple, 65, knocks Rutherford into 
the dirt after a good horsewhipping.

2024—Trump cultists gloat that Proj-
ect 2025—of which he’s been claim-
ing ignorance—“is the agenda. Lol.”
2018—Nevada’s 36th district elects 
brothel-owner Dennis Hoff to the 
State Assembly by a huge margin. 
He’s been dead for three weeks.
2016—FBI Director James Comey 
says never mind about those emails.
2012—Trump tweets, “The electoral 
college is a disaster for a democracy.”
2000—Saddam Hussein stops ac-
cepting dollars for oil, thus under-
mining U.S. hegemony and possibly 
shortening his own life.
1998—Newt Gingrich says he’s re-
signing as Speaker of the House be-
cause he’s “not willing to preside over 
people who are cannibals.”
1984—Reagan defeats Mondale—it’s 
mourning in America.
1971—The AEC detonates a 5-mega-
ton nuke—the largest ever exploded 
in the U.S.—one mile below Amchit-
ka Island, 87 miles from a Soviet naval 
base in Siberia.
1965—In Times Square, five men 
burn their draft cards, the first such 
protest of the Vietnam War.
1944—In Cairo, Zionists assassinate 
Lord Moyne, Britain’s minister to the 
middle east. In 1982, Israel honors the 
assassins with a stamp.
1917—After three months of fighting 
in mud, Canadians take Passchen-
daele, ending the Third Battle of 
Ypres; Allies gain five miles at a cost of 
250,000 casualties.

2020—The Wall Street Journal runs an 
op-ed by Chief of Staff Mick Mul-
vaney under the headline, “If he loses, 
Trump will concede gracefully.”
2020—Dolt 45’s cracked legal team 
holds a press conference at the Four 
Seasons…Total Landscaping garage.
2007—Private Jessica Lynch accuses 
the Pentagon of exploiting her capture 
for propaganda purposes.
2000—Mel Carnahan defeats in-
cumbent Sen. John Ashcroft [R-Mo.], 
despite being three weeks dead.
1961—Under Sec. of State George 
Ball warns JFK, “Within five years, 
we’ll have 300,000 men in the paddies 
and jungles and you’ll never find them 
again.” JFK tells Ball he’s “crazier than 
hell. That just isn’t going to happen.”
1957—Ike tells close aides that in the 
event of nuclear war, “You might as 
well go out and shoot everyone you see 
and then shoot yourself.”
1919—J. Edgar Hoover leads Palmer 
Raids: thousands are arrested in 36 
cities, mostly without warrants; some 
are citizens, many are badly beaten.
1917—The Bolshies take Petrograd.
1874—A Thomas Nast cartoon estab-
lishes forever that Republicans are el-
ephants and Democrats are donkeys.
1837—An Alton, Ill. mob murders 
abolitionist editor Elijah P. Lovejoy.
1775—Turning on his former 
land-grabbing cronies, e.g., George 
Washington, Lord Dunmore tells 
enslaved Blacks in Virginia he’ll free 
them if they join the Redcoats.

2016—Donald J. Trump wins the 
Presidency. Everybody else is a loser.
2013—The Navy lifts Ted “Twig” 
Branch’s clearance, so he can’t read 
secrets anymore, but leaves him in his 
job as head of Naval Intelligence.
2010—On TV, George W.[MD] 
Bush says his mom once asked him 
for a ride to the hospital, showing 
him a miscarried sibling in a jar. 
2000—At 2:16 a.m., Fox News “re-
porter” John Ellis calls Fla. in favor 
of his cousin, George W.[MD] Bush.
1994—The GOP, led by serial philan-
derer Newt Gingrich, take Congress.
1965—Dorothy Kilgallen’s investiga-
tion into JFK’s assassination ends due 
to an allegedly accidental overdose.
1954—Ike writes his brother Ed that, 
“a tiny splinter group [e.g. Texas oil 
men] believes you can do” things like 
“abolish social security [and] unem-
ployment insurance,” but their “num-
ber is negligible and they are stupid.”
1932—Socialist Norman Thomas 
gets 884,885 votes for President.
1923—Disgruntled WW I veterans, 
led by ex-corporal Adolf Hitler and 
ex-general Erich Ludendorff, stage a 
“Beer Hall Putsch” in Munich.
1897—Birth of Dorothy Day, anar-
chist founder of Catholic Worker.
1876—The editor of The New York 
Times and the chairman of the Repub-
lican National Committee conspire 
to bribe election officials in Florida, 
South Carolina, and Louisiana to 
“elect” “Rutherfraud” B. Hayes.

2004—George W.[MD] Bush nom-
inates a new AG. Alberto Gonzales 
ends up making John Ashcroft look 
just a tad less terrible by comparison.
1982—The Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial, a gift to the nation from those it had 
shunned, opens in Washington, D.C.
1975—The ore carrier Edmund Fitz-
gerald sinks on Lake Superior, taking 
with her a crew of 29.
1973—In Drake, N.D. the school 
board fires a teacher and burns the 
book he assigned, Slaughterhouse Five.
1972—Facing bogus charges in De-
troit, anti-police-brutality activist 
Louis Moore skyjacks a DC-9. Days 
later he’s in a Cuban prison and airline 
passengers are getting searched.
1964—Australia re-introduces the 
draft to protect the Empire from Ho.
1961—Estelle Griswold is busted for 
selling contraceptives to married cou-
ples. Her winning appeal established a 
right to privacy—enjoy it while it lasts.
1950—Flying over Canada, a U.S. 
Air Force crew in a B-50 experiences 
engine trouble. They chuck the bomb 
(minus its plutonium core) which then 
explodes in Riviere du Loup, Quebec.
1934—Declaring martial law, Gov. 
Benjamin Moeur sends 100 Arizo-
na Guardsmen to stop Californians 
building a dam across the Colorado.
1898—In Wilmington, N.C., 400 
Democrats overthrow the city govern-
ment and murder hundreds of Blacks. 
Newspaperman & future Sec. of the 
Navy Josephus Daniels is a ringleader.

2000—Republicans begin a cam-
paign of election lawfare in Florida.
1956—The last pockets of resistance 
are suppressed in Hungary.
1940—British biplanes sink half the 
Italian Navy, at anchor in Taranto.
1933—“The Great Black Blizzard,” 
first great dust storm, hits the Plains.
1919—American Legionaires attack 
an I.W.W. union hall in Centra-
lia, Wash.; four are killed by armed 
Wobblies. The surviving Legionaires 
kidnap, torture, and kill Wobblie and 
fellow WW I vet Wesley Everest.
1918—The War to End Wars ends, 
too late for 2,738 who die on this day.
1906—Last living widow of a Revo-
lutionary War veteran, Esther Sumner 
Damon dies in Plainfield, Vt. at 92.
1887—Albert Parsons, George En-
gel, Adolph Fischer, and August 
Spies, none of them even accused of 
the act itself, are hanged in Chicago 
for the Haymarket bombing.
1861—Confederate Gen. & ex-Bish-
op Leonidas Polk is wounded and 
denuded when “Lady Polk,” a cannon 
named after his wife, explodes.
1778—American settlers and soldiers 
are massacred by British soldiers and 
Iroquois allies at Cherry Valley, N.Y. 
1769—New Hampshire Governor 
John Wentworth marries his first 
cousin, Frances Atkinson, 13 days af-
ter the death of her first husband.
1620—Influential Pilgrims draft the 
Mayflower Compact to assure ade-
quate control over unruly colonists.

2001—Flight 587 falls apart and 
crashes off Queens, N.Y., killing 261.
1999—Congress deregulates Wall 
Street, to allow for “innovation.”
1970—A half-ton of dynamite set off 
by Oregon highway workers sends 
parts of an eight-ton sperm whale 100 
feet in the air. The tail crushes Walter 
Umanhofer’s new Olds, bought from a 
lot advertising “a whale of a deal.”
1941—Abe “Kid Twist” Reles, “the 
canary who sang but couldn’t fly,” is 
defenestrated from the sixth floor of 
a Coney Island hotel while under the 
protection of six New York City cops.
1936—Della Call, 33, is killed in a 
hit-and-run on Rt. 4 in Chichester; 
64 years later, the Union Leader fingers 
the probable driver: Sen.-elect Styles 
Bridges, who was quite likely drunk.
1926—The first documented aerial 
bombing conducted in the U.S. leaves 
Shady Rest, bootlegger Charlie Birg-
er’s Benton, Ill. roadhouse, undam-
aged. The dynamite the Shelton Gang 
drops from a Curtis “Jenny” kills only 
Birger’s bulldog and pet bird.
1816—T. Jefferson writes, “I hope we 
shall…crush in its birth the aristocra-
cy of our monied corporations which 
dare already to challenge our govern-
ment to a trial of strength, and to bid 
defiance to the laws of their country.”
1779—Twenty enslaved Granite 
Staters—Daniel Fowle’s enslaved 
pressman Primus X being notably ab-
sent—petition the legislature for the 
abolition of slavery. They are ignored.

2003—Because he would not remove 
his Ten Commandments monument 
from the courthouse, Alabama Chief 
Justice Roy Moore is himself removed.
1982—The Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial is dedicated in Washington, D.C. 
Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger, and 
Robert McNamara are no-shows.
1974—Karen Silkwood, a disgrun-
tled Kerr-McGee worker and whis-
tleblower, turns up conveniently dead.
1970—Up to half a million die as a 
cyclone hits Bangladesh.
1965—The dysfunctional tinderbox 
Yarmouth Castle burns en route to 
Nassau; 90 passengers burn or drown, 
deserted by captain and crew.
1942—The torpedoed cruiser USS 
Juneau sinks in 20 minutes, 100 of 673 
surviving the explosion. Two other 
cruisers depart, assuming no survi-
vors. Eight days later, ten are rescued. 
Among the dead are the five Sullivan 
brothers, of Waterloo, Iowa.
1933—Hormel workers in Austin, 
Minn. invent the sit-down strike.
1909—In a Cherry, Ill. coal mine, lit 
by torch due to an electrical outage, a 
cartload of hay for mules catches fire. 
The resultant inferno kills 259 miners.
1887—On the original Bloody Sun-
day, British cops, soldiers, and cavalry 
charge the unemployed in Trafalgar 
Square, killing 3 and arresting 300.
1877—A locomotive and three freight 
cars plunge from an open drawbridge 
into the Piscataqua, just missing three 
ships; there are no injuries.

2002—Donald Rumsfeld predicts 
the Iraq War will last “five days or five 
weeks or five months…[no] longer….”
1968—In Quang Tri, Marine PFC 
Frank Baldino, 19, is killed by a tiger.
1965—The First Cav, choppering 
into the Ia Drang Valley, is surprised 
to discover six battalions of NVA.
1943—USS W.D. Porter accidentally 
launches a torpedo—in the direction 
of USS Iowa. FDR, aboard Iowa en 
route to Cairo, is amused.
1942—Seaman Calvin L. Graham 
is wounded at Guadalcanal. He’s 12.
1932—Nison Miller is denied U.S. 
citizenship due to his “ignorance.” His 
grandson Stephen is later named im-
migration policy czar by Dolt 45.
1927—Workmen in Pittsburgh, using 
an open flame blowlamp to fix a leak in 
the world’s largest gasometer, ignite 5 
million cubic feet of natural gas, clear-
ing one square mile and killing 28.
1925—D.C. Stephenson, ex-Grand 
Dragon of the Indiana KKK, is con-
victed of rape, torture, and murder. 
1917—Before locking up 33 women 
for protesting in front of the White 
House, guards beat them with clubs.
1909—“A great American [whose] 
stature will grow with the passage of 
time,” according to N.H. Sen. Styles 
Bridges: Joe McCarthy is born.
1908—A heart attack fells the Chief 
of the Imperial Military Cabinet, 
Dietrich Graf von Hülsen-Haeseler, 
at 56, while he dances before Kaiser 
Wilhem II in a ballerina’s tutu.

2010—Ex-cop James B. Fowler 
pleads guilty to the 1965 murder of 
civil rights activist Jimmie Lee Jack-
son in Ala. He gets six months.
2008—Somali pirates take the MV 
Sirius Star. With a total value of $250 
million, it’s the largest prize ever. 
1996—British officials return the 
Stone of Scone to the Scots from 
whom they stole it 700 years earlier.
1994—A barge, dead in the water 
during a tropical storm off Florida, 
carrying a new $50 million space shut-
tle fuel tank, is rescued by the crew of 
an oil tanker, MV Cherry Valley. They 
divvy up a record $4 million reward.
1967—The NVA mortars the Dak To 
ammo dump; 1,100 tons of ordnance 
create the war’s biggest explosion. 
1967—“I have never been more en-
couraged,” says General Westmore-
land. Tet is 77 days away.
1967—The CIA hands LBJ the first 
of four reports on its illegal surveil-
lance of anti-war activists. Because it 
refutes his belief in foreign influence, 
he rejects it and demands another.
1887—F(ranklin) P(ierce) Adams, 
namesake of N.H.’s only president (so 
far) and the godfather of the newspa-
per column, is born in Chicago.
1717—Six pirates, survivors of the 
wreck of Whydah on Cape Cod in 
April, are hanged in Boston.
1558—In celebration of Queen Eliza-
beth’s coronation, a wickerwork effigy 
of the Pope is burned. It’s stuffed with 
live cats to simulate shrieking devils.
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