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The Fortnightly Rant

The Art of the Sleazy Deal

Our newsroom, every time we
publish, stands briefly poised

between two fortnights, one just
past, and one to come. Two weeks
ago, the calendar caused that tran-
sition to occur on Halloween, the
day—or night—when the mundane
rubs up against the mystical. Some
subtle synergy between those cycles
apparently induced a state of irratio-
nal editorial exuberance.

For a brief, joyous moment, cer-
tain members of the staff were con-
vinced that the nation was about to
break out of its moral, political, and
economic crash dive, and begin to
level off; the Republic would soon
be spared, before it augers in.

A real-world event sparked this
extravagant hope: on Halloween,
our President held a 1920s-style,
Great Gatsby-themed extravaganza,
complete with scantily-clad dancers,
at his lair, Mar-a-Lardo, even as tens
of millions of Americans—many
of them full-time workers; some of
them active-duty military person-
nel—were staring hunger in the
face because the Life of the Party, El
Presidente himself, was refusing to
tap emergency funding for SNAP
benefits.

With this sort of depravity going
on in public, and given his well-
known disregard for the law, could
anyone rule out the possibility that
Trump was behind the Louvre heist?
Is it really so far-fetched to think he
would covet the French Crown Jew-
els for display in the White House’s
new Marie Antoinette Ballroom?

Under these circumstances, we
could only conclude that the nation
had finally reached rock bottom.
How could the state of af-
fairs descend any further,
or become more sordid? ¥
Ergo, the long-awaited
General Strike must
be close at hand! Ac-
cordingly, to improve
the paper’s long-term
fiscal stability, certain
assets were discreetly
invested in the manufac-
turing sector, namely, pitch-
forks and torches.

Needless to say; in the days since,
the atmosphere in the newsroom
has undergone something of a re-
set. But, the fortnight was far from
a total disappointment, and the old
motto still prevails: Ni/ Desperan-
dum!

Though they did not mass at the
castle drawbridge to hurl impre-
cations at the ruling class, voters
around the country did show up at
the polls, and decisively repudiated
the szatus quo wherever they could.
Democrats won up and down the
ballot, in counties across the coun-
try—and in the middle of the coun-
try. The status quo got a solid kick
in the pants—including within the
Democratic Party.

Unfortunately, just a week later,
eight Democratic senators revert-

ed to the mean and caved on the
government shutdown. Shockingly,
Sfully 25 percent of them represent New
Hampshire. How mortifying.

Even here, though, there’s a glint
of gold glimmering amid the swale
of sewage that is our national gum-
mint. Congress going back into ses-
sion means swearing in Rep. Adelita
Grijalva [D-Ariz.].

If elected Republicans are as eager
as they claim to expose those who
commit sex crimes against chil-
dren—which seems rather reckless,
given the political alignment of the
majority of known perps*—her sig-
nature will be the deciding 218th on
a petition to release the long-sought
Epstein Files. So, that investment in
farm implements and antique light-
ing apparatus may pay oft after all—
with a bipartisan customer base, to
boot!

That looming flood seems already
to have sprung a damning trickle.
On Wednesday, the House Over-
sight Committee made public three
emails it obtained from the Epstein
estate.

In one of them, to Ghislaine
Maxwell, Epstein calls Trump “the
dog that didn’t bark. [VICTIM]
spent hours at my house with him.”
Doing what, one can't help but won-
der. Giving advice on a modeling ca-
reer?

In another, Epstein writes to
writer Michael Wolff, “of course
he knew about the girls as he asked
ghislaine [sic] to stop.”

Finally, Wolff advised Jeftrey Ep-
stein, in 2015, that CNN was go-
ing to interview Trump about his
relationship with the convicted sex

trafficker. Epstein asked Wolff for
s advice. Wolff answered, “I think

" ." you should let him hang himself.”

These emails represent only
about 0.013 percent of the
23,000 documents the
committee is review-
ing. Even so, they
were enough to
cause the ketchup
to hit the wall.
On Wednesday after-
noon CNN reported that
FBI Director Kash Patel,
Attorney General Pam Bon-
di, and Deputy AG Todd Blanche,
aka “The Ghislaine Whisperer,”
met in the Situation Room with
two Republican Members of Con-
gress, Lauren Boebert and Nancy
Mace—both of whom just happen
to have signed the petition to release
the Epstein Files.
Wed have died before watching
“The Apprentice,”but wed stand in
line to see this deal being made.

* New York Post, Tuesday, November 11: “A
LongIsland drug dealer sprung from prison
by President Trump has now been convict-
ed of sexually abusing his kids’ nanny and
threatening a congregant at his synagogue.
Jonathan Braun, 41, landed a 27-month
sentence in Brooklyn federal court Monday
for violating the terms of his 2021 presi-
dential pardon with fresh crimes.”
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After the Shutdown Ends, Millions Will Still Lose Food Aid
‘The GOP budgetbill passed earlier this year includes the largest cuts to SNAP in history.

by Reyanna James

he roughly 42 million Ameri-

cans who rely on food stamps
did not receive their November 1
SNAP benefits as the government
shutdown entered its sixth week.
'The missed payments come just as
the holiday season begins, leaving
many families struggling to put food
on the table.

But even when the shutdown
ends, the threat to the nation’s pri-
mary nutrition assistance program
won't be over. When the govern-
ment reopens, millions will still lose
access to food assistance.

The “Big Beautiful Bill” passed
earlier this year guts core safety net
programs to fund tax cuts for bil-
lionaires, mass deportation efforts,
and bloated military spending.
The GOP law includes the largest
SNAP cuts in history, slashing our
most important and effective an-
ti-hunger program by roughly 20
percent.

People in every state are at risk of
losing their food benefits. The Cen-
ter on Budget and Policy Priorities
has calculated state-based estimates
of the number of people who would

be at risk of losing some or all their
benefits under the law’s work re-
quirements, with California having
the largest at-risk population, at
368,000.

One of the main ways the bill cuts
SNAP is by expanding harsh and
ineffective work requirements. These
new rules will strip food assistance
from millions of people, including
children, seniors, veterans, and indi-
viduals with disabilities. According
to the Congressional Budget Office,
the change would cause 2.4 million
people to lose benefits in an average
month.

Research shows such require-
ments have little effect on employ-
ment: most working-age adults
enrolled in these programs are al-
ready working, and those who are
not employed often face high bar-
riers such as caregiving responsibil-
ities or health conditions. Instead,
many people who should qualify for
SNAP will lose benefits due to red
tape and administrative error.

‘The GOP law also shifts SNAP
costs onto states for the first time in
the program’s history. This vital food
program has always been fully feder-
ally funded, but the new budget will

require states to take on a significant
share of expenses. The unprecedent-
ed burden shift will likely lead many
states to cut enrollees or even termi-
nate food aid programs for the first
time since their inception, causing
even more people to go hungry.

Federal courts have ordered the
administration to resume SNAP
payments amid the shutdown. On
November 3rd, the Trump admin-
istration announced it would issue
partial payments this month, of-
fering only a temporary reprieve to
low-income families. The payments
are enough to cover just 50 percent
of eligible households.

Even once the government re-
sumes normal operations, the fight
against hunger must continue.
SNAP has long proven to be highly
effective at reducing food insecu-
rity and hunger, especially among
children. We have the tools to fight
hunger, and we must use them.

In the richest country in the
world, no one should go hungry.

Reyanna James is an inequality re-
search associate at the Institute for
Policy Studies and the lead editor of
Inequality.org’s “Facts” pages.
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HARTFORD, CONN., Nov. 16 -
Dr. Birdsall, editor of the Hartford
Telegram, was cowhided tonight by
Allen Willey and L.P. Smith of the
Sunday Globe, in return for a long
article in the Telegram accusing the
Globe of blackmailing operations.
'The punishment was inflicted with
rawhide, chiefly about the head and
face. After the assault, Birdsall drew
a pistol and fired in their direction.

KANSAS CITY, MO., Nov. 15
—'The bodies of five witnesses whose
testimony convicted Walker, the
Bald Knob leader, of murder, were
found hung to a tree on Barn Creek
this morning. The entire district is
again terrified.

KEENE, N.H., Nov 14. -
Sumner C. Foster, bookkeeper for
the Impervious Package company,
has been missing since November
6th. He went to Charlestown, N.H.,
to vote, and returned on Tuesday af-
ternoon. On stepping off the train
he remarked that he thought he
would go to Boston. Nothing fur-
ther has been seen of him. No cause
is known for his disappearance.

CHICAGO, Nov. 18 — About
125 men gathered this afternoon
at Grift’s hall and organized a soci-
ety for the purpose of avenging the
anarchists,” and agitation among
free-thinking laborers of Chicago.
'The new society was named Arbe-

iter Bund. A committee of three was
appointed to draft a constitution to
be submitted at a meeting to be held
next Sunday. The society appointed
committees to hold agitation meet-
ings, and work up organizations all
across the city.

* Four anarchists were hanged in
Chicago on Nov. 11, 1887, for the
Haymarket Bombing of May 4, 1886.
—-Ed.

SYRACUSE, N.Y., Nov. 18 —
Michael Healey and Mrs. Mary
Hyde were cut to pieces last night
while drunk and asleep on the track

Better Old News
fo page rwo
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Polarizing political events are leading Americans to increasingly call for a national divorce

A recent poll found that 64% of Americans think the coun-
try is too politically divided to solve the nation’s problems

by Ryan D. Griffiths

he United States government

has been shut down for near-
ly a month, yet another indication
that the political system has become
deeply dysfunctional.

President Donald Trump has
blamed the Democrats and called
their negotiating strategy a “kami-
kaze attack.” Democrats are keen
to stand their ground, hoping that
the fallout is worse for Republicans.
While each side casts blame on the
other, it is Americans who suffer.

But the shutdown is just anoth-
er episode in a series of polariza-
tion-fueled events that are leading
Americans to lose faith in their gov-
ernment. Every nation has it limits,
and one wonders how much Ameri-
ca can take before the pressure to di-
vide into separate countries becomes
too great.

Consider the aftermath of the as-
sassination of Charlie Kirk, which
raised the specter of polarization-fu-
eled conflict in America. Mentions
of “civil war” surged online, fears
grew over rising political violence,
and the Trump administration
vowed to crack down on left-lean-
ing groups.

These are merely the latest exam-
ples of the mounting pressure on the

American political system. A recent
New York Times/Siena poll found
that 64 percent of Americans think
the country is too politically divided
to solve the nation’s problems. The
same poll showed that only 42 per-
cent of Americans held that position
in 2020.

In other words, nearly two-thirds
of Americans think the system is
broken, and the number is growing
fast.

(Calls for a National Divorce
It should come as no surprise, then,
that some are calling for radical
solutions like a national divorce.

On Sept. 15, 2025, five days after
Kirk’s killing, Georgia Congress-
woman Marjorie Taylor Greene
tweeted that America needs “a
peaceful national divorce. Our
country is too far gone and too far
divided, and it’s no longer safe for
any of us.”

National divorce is the term used
to describe the splitting of Ameri-
ca into two parts: a red America
and a blue America. Secessionist
movements like Yes California and
Red-State Secession have for over
a decade been calling for a national
divorce along political lines. And a
2023 Axios poll found that as many
as 20 percent of Americans see na-
tional divorce as a solution to politi-

cal polarization.

As a political scientist who studies
secessionist conflict, I've found that
the national divorce argument is
commonly used as an analogy with
marital divorce. Just as two spouses
may be extremely ill-suited for one
another, and far better off if they
separated, the same can be said of
red and blue America. They no lon-
ger see eye to eye on a range of is-
sues, from reproductive rights to the
environment and gun control.

If they seceded from one anoth-
er and formed their own countries,
the argument goes, then they could
establish policies that would ensure
the future they wanted.

But as I show in my new book,
there is no way to disentangle red
and blue America without tremen-
dous violence. Additionally, a large
and increasingly ignored percentage
of Americans hold moderate views.

There is no doubt that polariza-
tion in America is a problem that is
getting worse, but a national divorce
is simply not the solution.

And yet America’s leaders con-
tinue to lead their country toward
that outcome. The deployment
of National Guard troops to blue
cities, the polarization-enhancing
consequences of competitive ger-
rymandering in states like Texas
and California, and the spectacle of
government shutdown are eroding
the public trust. By continuing with

policies that amplify polarization
and erode the public trust, Ameri-
cd’s leaders are fueling the calls for a
national divorce.

How Much Can the Country Take?
'The trend toward heightened polar-
ization in America is not irreversible,
but there are limits to how much the
country can take before secession
becomes a serious project. Some of
the limits can be identified in ad-
vance.

First,it’s important that the coun-
try’s leaders take the pulse of Amer-
ica. If 20 percent of Americans
favored national divorce in early
2023, what is the percentage now?
'That kind of sentiment can increase
surprisingly fast.

Between 2006 and 2014, for ex-
ample, Catalonian support for in-
dependence from Spain increased
from 14 percent to 45 percent. If
something like 50 percent of Amer-
icans concluded that America didn't
work and was better off broken up
into smaller parts, then the country
could tip rapidly into a secessionist
crisis.

Second, high levels of secessionist
support make the country vulnera-
ble to trigger events that convince
Americans that secession is the
answer. The polarization-inspired
assassination of prominent leaders
can lead to a cycle of recrimination.
Upcoming elections are also a con-
cern. If they are closely contested

and the losing side is unwilling to
admit defeat, then the bedrock of
democracy is broken. Both triggers
can accelerate polarization and the
turn to secessionism.

A third threshold moment is
when a prominent leader decides
to champion the cause of a national
divorce.

Should someone like California
Gov. Gavin Newsom, Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott or the sore loser of a
2028 election conclude that the sys-
tem is rigged, and secession is the
only solution, then the entire project
gains legitimacy.

Tt was that kind of elite conversion
to the secessionist cause that ener-
gized the movement in places like
Scotland and Catalonia.

The U.S. is a robust country and
the longest-running democracy in
the world. Americans have more in
common than they realize, and the
country can be a positive force in the
world.

But without decisive action by
political leaders to reduce the po-
larization that threatens to tear the
country apart, the United States is
at risk of turning from one country
into two.

Ryan D. Griffiths is Professor of
Political Science at Syracuse Uni-
versity. He receives funding from
the National Science Foundation.
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Our Wan

dering Photographer ambled over to one of the city’s most popular

socialist institutions last Saturday. The taxpayer-funded Public Library
has the effrontery to allow citizens to borrow books free of charge. This bla-
tant repudiation of Free Market Principles™ has long been practiced here
in the People’s Republic of Portsmouth. We'll see how long it lasts, under
the current administration. When the inevitable crackdown ﬁnal[y comes,
the bronze and granite marker at the left of this photo may well be the first
thing to go. Installed by the Portsmouth Public High Schools Class of 1940,
it honors those who lost their lives fighting fascism in World War I1.

BeTTER OLD NEWs THAN NEW LIES

to page six

of the West Shore railroad.
KANSAS CITY, MO., Nov. 18
— A desperado named Queen was
shot and killed near Vinita, Indian
Territory, Friday night, by district
sheriff Carver and posse. Frank
Barber, who was with Queen, had a
horse shot under him, but escaped.
Queen was in the Missouri Pacific
robbery at Gibson, I.T., last spring,
and was wanted in different parts of
the southwest on several charges.
PALMER, MASS., Nov. 18
— Seven tramps arrested here last
night have been identified as among
those who attacked a Boston & Al-
bany train at Indian Orchard yester-
day. Three others will probably be
caught in a few days.
JANESVILLE,WIS.,Nov.19 —
A case in which suit was brought by
Catholic tax payers, to prevent the
reading of King James’ version of

the bible in the public schools, was
decided today. Judge Bennett held
that such reading was not sectarian.

DOVER, N.H., Nov. 19 — Engi-
neer Chesley found the dead body
of Patrick Mooney, of Rochester, on
the cow catcher of his engine when
the train stopped here this evening.
'The man was struck during a heavy
fog, and brought ten miles. Mooney
was a section man on the Dover and
Winnipisogee road, was 50 years
old, and leaves a family.

NEW YORK, Nov. 20 — The
joint committee of the National
League and American Association
this afternoon, adopted a proposi-
tion to give the striker a base on four
balls instead of five as now.

Some are born great, some think
they are great, and others thrust
greatness upon themselves.

People were on hand early this
morning for the Chronicle to get the
latest from the murder trial.

Wymen E. Brown left for the
wilds of Maine yesterday on a gun-
ning trip. A letter received from him
this morning announces a big fall of
snow down there.

John H. Pingree, sherift-elect of
Strafford county, was in town today.

Seventeen tramps took lodgings
at the police station last night.

Paying Election Bets
M. Fred E. Hasty will be shaved

three times a week for the next six
months by Mr. Will. C. Randall at
twenty cents per shave, on account
of overconfidence in “Cleveland’s
Luck.” Had the luck panned out
as hoped for, he would have been
shaved for nothing.

On Wednesday evening of last
week, promptly at six oclock, Mr.
Christopher P. Gilligan, clad in the
uniform of the Ward One Cadets,

and harnessed to a gig in which was

to next page
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HUMAN speakers

"Music to Your Ears"

Supporting the New Hampshire Gazette and
the radical notion of freedom of the press
I also build and repair speakers

How Youell

7 Kelsey Road, Lee NH - 603 659 5335

Leonard Korn MD

Direct
Psycbiatric Care

Private and Confidential
Self-Pay, No Insurance
Portsmouth, NH 03801
Check out my website for details:
www.leonardkornmd.com
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‘Not Just NYC’: Poll Shows Mamdani

Economic Policies Popular Across U.S.

‘His campaign paired moral conviction with concrete plans to
lower costs and expand access to services, making it unmistak-

able what he stood for and whom he was fighting for.”

by Jessica Corbett

mid calls for ousting Dem-
cratic congressional leader-
ship because the party caved in the
government shutdown fight over
healthcare, a YouGov poll released
Monday shows the nationwide
popularity of New York City May-
or-elect Zohran Mamdani’s eco-
nomic agenda.

Mamdani beat former New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo in both the
June Democratic primary and last
week’s general election by cam-
paigning unapologetically as a dem-
ocratic socialist dedicated to making
the nation’s largest city more afford-
able for working people.

Multiple polls have suggested that
Mamdani’s progressive platform of-
ters Democrats across the United
States a roadmap for candidates in
next year’s midterms and beyond.

As NYC’s next mayor began assem-
bling his team and the movement
that worked to elect him created a
group to keep fighting for his am-
bitious agenda, YouGov surveyed
1,133 US adults after his victory.
While just 31 percent of those
surveyed said they would have voted
for Mamdani—more than any other
candidate—and the same share said
they would vote for a candidate who

identified as a “democratic socialist,”

the policies he ran on garnered far
more support.

YouGov found:

69 percent of respondents some-
what or strongly support raising tax-
es on corporations and millionaires;

66 percent support implementing
free childcare for every child ages 6
weeks to 5 years;

65 percent support freezing rent
for lower-income tenants;

57 percent support creating a net-

Andrew Bagley [
Annie Hogking

Rich Blalock

Kate Cook

not everywhere, at least in far more places than were previously realized.
For example, we see it here, right outside Ward Two’s polling place last
Tuesday, a mere 230 feet from the antifa memorial shown in the photo on
the opposite page. This proximity makes one wonder—is there something
in the waters of the South Mill Pond? But we digress... . Our point here
is that the two gentlemen on the right in this photo appear to be public-
ly acknowledging their membership in a blatantly socialist institution, to
wit: the Portsmouth Fire Department. If your home were to catch ﬁre, they
would drop what theyre doing and rush over to it with big shiny trucks
and—at risk to life and limb—put out that fire. What service, if needed,
could possibly be more valuable? Surely, in a Free Market™, these brave
souls could be expected to submit a pretty damned hefty invoice for their
services. Yet, in utter defiance of market forces, they decline to do so. How is
this pas&iéle? In an increasingly quaint practice, the citizens af this ancient
burg share the expense. This, of course, makes no sense at all, according to
current political orthodoxy. How much longer such a ludicrous situation is
allowed to continue is anyone’s guess.

work of government-owned grocery
stores focused on keeping prices low
rather than making a profit;

56 percent support raising the
minimum wage to $30 by 2030; and

53 percent support permanently
eliminating the fares on public buses.

Data for Progress similarly sur-
veyed 1,228 likely voters from across
the United States about key pieces
of Mamdani’s platform before his
win. The think tank found that large
majorities of Americans support ef-
forts to build more affordable hous-
ing, higher taxes for corporations as
well as millionaires and billionaires,
and free childcare,among other pol-
icies.

“There’s a common refrain from
some pundits to dismiss Mamdani’s
victory as a quirk of New York City
politics rather than a sign of some-
thing bigger,” Data for Progress
executive director Ryan O’Donnell
wrote last week. “But his campaign
paired moral conviction with con-
crete plans to lower costs and expand
access to services, making it unmis-
takable what he stood for and whom
he was fighting for. The lesson isn't
that every candidate should mimic
his style—you can't fake authen-
ticity—but that voters everywhere
respond when a candidate connects
economic populism to clear, action-
able goals.”

“Candidates closer to the center
are running on an affordability mes-
sage as well,” he noted, pointing to
Democrat Mikie Sherrill's guberna-
torial victory in New Jersey. “When

Al6 THE NEW YORK TIMES NATIONAL MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10,

The 47th President

Putting Trump on a Coin, Front and Back
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The Treasury Department plans to featy

the silting president on ive, but ci ing,
coin for the country’s 250th anniversary. Treasury’s secretary said Mr. Trump's image is “emblematic” of the nation.

The first stage is denial. When the world learned, on October 3rd, that the
leader of the January 6, 2021 insurrectionists was going to put his own
mug on both sides of a U.S. $1 coin, we simply refused to believe it. The
second stage is anger. That kicked in on November 10th—the eve of Vet~
erans Day, or, as we prefer, Armistice Day—when the New York Times
reminded us of the Vietnam-era draft-dodgers plan. The third stage is
bargaining. If Trump is going to do this, and the Times s going to rub
it in, we're going to respond. See above. The fourth stage is supposed to be
depression, but there we draw the line. How can we be depressed, when we
get to satirize this farce in prim‘? Finally, comes acceptance. Well, we reject
that, too. We don’t give a damn zf these things are legal tender, we will not
accept them under any circumstance.

a center-left figure like Sherill is run-
ning on taking on corporate power,
it underscores how central economic
populism has become across the po-
litical spectrum. Her message may
have been less fiery than Mamdanis,
but she drew from a similar well of
voter frustration over rising costs
and corporate influence. In doing
s0, Sherrill demonstrated to voters
that her administration would play
an active role in lowering costs—

something that voters nationwide
overwhelmingly believe the govern-

ment should be doing.”

Jessica Corbett is a senior editor and
staff writer for Common Dreams.
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND
3.0). Feel free to republish and
share widely.
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seated Mr. James W. Marden, carry-
ing the American flag, started from
Market square, preceded by the
Winchester Cadet drum corps and
accompanied by numerous specta-
tors,and went to the Plains, going by
way of Islington road, and returning
by way of Middle road. The proces-
sion arrived back at half past seven
oclock.
Around Home

A young girl named Gertie Blake,
but a little over thirteen years old,
belonging in Newburyport, was
arrested in this city on Thursday
morning, and taken to her home.
She is a victim of Eben F. Dolbear,
a government watchman in Cald-
well’s rum distillery at Newburyport,

and left her home to meet him in

Boston on the 9th inst., he supplying
her with money. The scoundrel did
not meet her, but another one did,
and brought her to this city, where
after living with her several days he
deserted her. Dolbear has been held
in $3000 for seduction, Lawrence
liquor men going bail for him.

A young woman giving the name
of Ida Dutton, but who from letters
found on her is believed to have
been named Clara Abbott, died
miserably in a hovel in Manchester
on the 14th inst.

Nearly everyone in England
writes with a quill. You find them
put for public use in courts, in banks,
in telegraph offices and postoffic-
es—in fact, everywhere where peo-
ple must write. If a man prefers to
use a pen or a pencil he must carry it
with him. — The Argonaut

Although the returns in West
Virginia show that Gen. Goft has a
clean majority of all the votes cast at
the recent election, there is little or
no doubt but he will be counted out.
'The election machinery of the state
is in the hands of the democrats,
and they will not let the little matter
of fifty or sixty votes prevent them
from changing the returns from
some of the democratic counties, so
as to change the result. It may yet be
necessary for Congress to look into
this election, as it will certainly do
if the republican members elect are
deprived of their certificates of elec-
tion through the manipulations of
the returns by the democratic elec-
tion officers. A free vote and an hon-
est count must always prevail.

to page six

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

“I have noticed even people who
claim everything is predestined. ..
look before they cross the road.”

— Stephen Hawking (1942-2018) John@uwordpraxis.com

“The odious and disgusting aristocracy of wealth is built upon the ruins
of all that is good in chivalry and republicanism; and luxury is forerunner
of a barbarianism scarcely capable of cure.”

— Percy Bysshe Shelley
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“Let Them Eat Candy”
Dear Editor,

It’s November 1st as I write this, 26
days before Thanksgiving. The fascist
regime is currently under court or-
der to release emergency funding to
feed the tens of millions who rely on
SNAP benefits to stay alive. This is
funding the dictator’s sniveling lying
hypocritical little ChristoNationalist
lapdog, aka the Speaker of the House,
denies is available, even as the dictator
is marbleizing the Lincoln bathroom
and bulldozing the East Wing while
bellowing we owe the fat demented
bastard $230 million for hurt feelings.
As if that weren't enough to boil your
blood, the useless, feckless, wimpy
leaders of what some refer to as the
Democratic Party are nowhere to be
heard on this or any other issue.

'The aforementioned sniveling lying
lapdog, however, holds a daily liefest,
preening in front of a select group
of complicit scribblers who dutiful-
ly write down every line of BS as if
it were gospel for later publication to
the tens of millions who uncritically
believe every word of it.

It’s the Democrats’ fault your kids
are starving!! Let them eat left-over
Halloween candy!

Happy Thanksgiving, indeed.

John C. Ficor

Richmond, Va.

John:

American Carnage: it did not ex-
ist—at least, not as Trump defined it in
his first Inaugural Harangue—but he
promised to end it. Translated, with help
Jfrom our bootleg copy of The New Revised
Mandatory Republican Official Dictio-
nary of the American Language, that
promise was a threat to create the hells-
cape he described. Hence the November
1st you so accurately depict.

On November 9th, less than a week
after their party won several key off-year
elections—eight Democrats bent the knee.
Hell, they knelt down, facing away from
the Despot-in-Chief, with “Kick Me”
signs pinned to their own rumps. Typi-
cally we might attempt to end a note such
as this on an upbeat note. Under the cir-
cumstances, the closest we can come to that
is to refrain from further comment.

The Editor

A Time to Be Bold
To the Editor:

In the October 17,2025, edition of
The New Hampshire Gazette(CCLXX,
No. 4), a writer wrote about a Project
2027 for America. I concur with the
writer’s findings due to the nature of
the politics we live in.

President Donald Trump’s mani-
festo (known as Project 2025) was a
roadmap to totalitarianism—a road-
map for the destruction of the Federal
Government. Only one has to look at
the former East Wing of the White
House to see that.

A Democratic Project 2027 must be
bold, refreshing, and more sweeping
than President Franklin Roosevelt’s
New Deal and President Lyndon
Johnson's Great Society. Indeed, the
writer wrote about overturning Cit-
izens United and removing money
from politics. All good points. How-
ever, we must be bold: rebuilding the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, banning
members of Congress from stock
trading, and fighting a war on poverty.

Americans are craving bold action,
and the status quo of our politics is
simply dull, airless, and uninspiring.
Indeed, if Democrats learn from Pres-
idents Roosevelt and Johnson when it
comes to creating a new social safety
net, Americans may have a better
quality of life.

Aidan J. Bain

Elma,N.Y.

Aidan:

But... but... but... what if being bold
offended the sensibilities—and the ac-
countants—of the professional manageri-
al class of influential Democratic donors?
We musn't scare them off!

Without them, the last bulwark against
our ruling coalition of insane techno-fas-
cists and Bible-thumping perve-forgivers
would be a mere hundred million ordi-
nary American voters who—and this
is just a theory, mind you, its been de-
cades and decades since anyones bad the
nerve to actually give it a shot—might,

Just might like to see federal policies that
take their household budgets seriously and
have the nads to make the one percent pay
their dang taxes for a change.

The Editor
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NH GOP is Fine with Boozy Socialism
Dear Editor:

New Hampshire Republicans have
a problem regarding their hypocrisy
when it comes to their views on social-
ism and being “pro life.” Republicans
often argue that socialism restricts in-
dividual liberties and choices, promot-
ing government control over people’s
lives and the economy. They advocate
for limited government in the econ-
omy, favoring free markets and less
regulation, which fosters prosperity
and innovation more eftectively than
government-run systems.

I guess New Hampshire Republi-
cans can embrace and enjoy the ben-
efits of socialism vs. the free-market
when socialism can work to protect the
wealthy by producing enough revenue
to avoid having a fair tax and revenue
producing system that provides nec-
essary state services. New Hampshire
maintains a monopoly on the sale of
distilled alcohol products and owns
and operates 79 liquor stores which
employ hundreds of workers. While
other retail stores can sell beer and/or
wine, New Hampshire has a monopo-
ly on distilled alcohol. The top non-tax
source of revenue in New Hampshire
comes from the sale of alcohol, $165
million in net profits in 2023. When it
comes to alcohol sales and the revenue
it produces, New Hampshire relies on
socialism to generate a major source of
revenue to operate the state. It seems
that free enterprise and the free mar-
ket systems are not as efficient or in-
novative as socialism when it comes to
liquor sales in New Hampshire.

However, this hypocrisy pales in
comparison to the hypocrisy where
the Republicans, who claim to be “pro
life,” are promoting and profiting from
the sale of a dangerous substance that
is responsible for many serious health
consequences. In fact, a recent study
in the American Journal of Medicine
reported that alcohol related deaths
in the U.S. has dramatically increased
in the last 20 years. The mortality
rate has gone from 10.7 per 100,000
in 1999 to 21.6 per 100,000 in 2020.
'The total number of alcohol-related
deaths went from 19,356 to 48,870.
And, unfortunately, New Hampshire’s
liquor marketing seems to be work-

ing. New Hampshire has the highest
per-capita alcohol consumption in the
U.S. While overall liquor sales trends
are declining nationally, New Hamp-
shire still has high rates of excessive
drinking among its adult population
and a significant issue with underage
binge drinking.

I have a difficult time reconciling
the fact that the State of New Hamp-
shire maintains a Socialist style dis-
tilled liquor monopoly that promotes
the sale of alcohol, with all its related
health problems as a means to gen-
erate revenue to balance its budget,
while at the same time claiming to be
pro “pro life”and pro-free enterprise. If
this is not the height of hypocrisy I do
not know what is.

Rich DiPentima

Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:

What? Are we going o start gigging
people for rank hypocrisy now? Do you
have any idea what a massive undertak-
ing that would be?

Our favorite factoid about New
Hampshire’s monopoly on the booze
racket is that some years back, one of the
members of the Liquor Commission was
a hard-core Libertarian.

In asimilar vein, we'll take this oppor-
tunity to remind the world at large that
New Hampshire pioneered what is now
an inescapable part of the national land-
scape. Our state liquor stores began selling
Sweepstakes tickets in 1964. Since then,
gambling fever has spread like the pox.
You're welcome, America.

The Editor

Republicans Keep Americans Hungry
To the Editor:

SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program) provides emer-
gency food to 41 million Americans.
The Republicans claim there is no
money. They are lying. The USDA
(U.S. Dept. of Agriculture) holds $6
billion in approved reserves specifi-
cally to fund SNAP in an emergency.
Another USDA fund has more than
$23 billion in it. The courts have ruled
against the Republicans, but so far
they won't allow SNAP money to be

spent.

Just a reminder: 48 percent of
SNAP recipients work full time; 39
percent are children; 20 percent are
seniors.

Because of the shutdown, and Re-
publican stalling, as of Nov. 1st, there
is no SNAP money available to help
Americans get enough food. Make no
mistake, the money is there, but the
Republicans would rather people go
hungry. This government shutdown
is totally the fault of the Republicans.

Republicans control the House,
Senate, Presidency and Supreme
Court. They passed a budget (The Big
Ugly Bill) with trillions of dollars in
tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans,
while they defunded billions of dollars
from programs for ordinary Ameri-
cans, such as health care, and SNAP,
all without consulting with or includ-
ing Democrats.

The Democrats refuse to compro-
mise on taking away health care fund-
ing. Republican politicians declare far
and wide that the Democrats want
health care money to go to illegal im-
migrants and that’s why Republicans
are fighting it. They are lying, and they
know it. Illegal immigrants are not el-
igible for health care benefits!

Michael Frandzel

Portsmouth, N.H.

Michael:

Since you wrote this, eight Demo-
crats—including our own, to their eter-
nal disgrace—have decided to take Sen.
John Thune at his word: the Senate will,
someday, vote on something.

So much for “refusing.” More like ex-
pressing a vague wish that Republicans
might consider not kicking out quite so
many teeth.

Republicans use lies to justify their
cruelty; they have done so since approxi-
mately forever. Why wouldn’t they? They
know that, under the media’s self-im-
posed stricture against calling liars lars,
they can flim—flam enough voters to stave
off the pitchforks and torches they so righ-
teously deserve.

The Editor
The “Greatest Generation” Were Terrorists?

Lewis G. Harriman Jr.
(1916-2015)
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To the Editor:

The present administration has
taken the position that “Antifa” is a
“militarist, anarchist enterprise that
explicitly calls for the overthrow of the
United States Government....” On
September 22nd it was designated a
“domestic terrorist organization” by
the president. In fact, there is no evi-
dence that antifa has an organizational
structure. Rather, “antifa” is shorthand
for “anti-fascist.”

During the Second World War,
the U.S.A. joined the fight against the
fascist governments in Germany and
Italy and won. One could justifiably
declare that the U.S.A. was “antifa”
during WWIL.

Today, those from the U.S.A. in-
volved in WWII are referred to as
the “greatest generation.” However,
our president chooses to call anyone
who honors their legacy by opposing
fascism a “terrorist”and “enemy of the
people.”We certainly have fallen down
the rabbit hole.

Lorraine L. Hansen

Rollinsford, N.H.

Lorraine:

Whenever we see the term ‘greatest
generation,” our hackles rise. Why? Be-
cause we once witnessed the stupidest
war this nation ever fought, which was
initiated, conducted, and extended for
political advantage, by the generation to
which you refer.

Despite this stubborn prejudice, we
agree completely with what you say here.
The Trump cult is anti-anti-fascist. Those
two antis cancel each other out.

The Editor

Rare Earth ‘ Truce” No Victory
To the Editor:

Upon the conclusion of the re-
cent trade meeting between Trump
and Chinese President Xi, Presi-
dent Trump and Treasury Sec. Scott
Bessent were quick to claim victory
and extol Trump’s bargaining skill.
There was little truth in their boasts.
Although Bessent claimed that the
negotiations produced a “substantial
framework” for a trade deal, the out-

7 4’ T

' ||\\x1

come provided little more than a one-
year truce that dealt with issues related
to the trade conflict, and the terms
were a tactical victory for the Chinese.

China has been one of a few coun-
tries that has resisted Trump’s glob-
al tariff assault. Following the April
announcement of “Liberation Day”
tariffs, China responded by issuing
mandatory export licensing regula-
tions on seven rare earth minerals. The
rare earths are an essential input for
semiconductors and many high-tech
products. China dominates the min-
ing of rare earth ores and controls over
90 percent of their processing. The
licensing requirement slowed global
supply chains, driving up the prices of
the minerals and products made from
them. Essentially, they bureaucratized
Chinese influence over the supply and
price of rare earth products.

Trump subsequently increased
Chinese tarifts and threatened added
restrictions on Chinese shipping and
imports of products having Chinese
parts. In October, China responded
with a second round of rare earth re-
strictions. The new regulations added
five more rare earths to the restricted
list and extended licensing to the ex-
port of all technologies related to the
processing of rare earths. Additionally,
it was required that all countries gain
Chinese approval to export goods
having 0.1 percent or more of Chinese
rare earths or for products manufac-
tured with Chinese rare earth technol-
ogies. This set of restrictions extended
Chinese control of the pricing, pro-
duction and international movement
of all Chinese rare earths and products
containing them. The new regulations
could have had a catastrophic effect
on global commerce, and they imme-
diately drew the attention of U.S. trade
negotiators.

Within days of the Chinese restric-
tions, Trump and Xi announced their
trade agreement. Trump cut Chinese
tariffs and suspended constraints on
Chinese shipping and tariffs applied
to the transshipment of Chinese man-
ufactured goods from other countries.
It is notable that the tariffs on China

are now roughly commensurate with
those imposed on some U.S. allies such
as Canada, Brazil and India. China
agreed to suspend the rare earth export
controls announced in October and to
resume the purchase of American soy-
beans. Critically, the licensing require-
ments that China had enacted for rare
earths in April remained in effect.

'The major issue driving the nego-
tiation from the U.S. perspective was
preservation of access to Chinese rare
earths and the protection of industries
that require their input. Using the li-
censing requirements, Xi was able to
leverage China’s near monopoly on the
mining and processing of rare earths
to check Trump’s trade attacks. The
U.S. vulnerability in rare earths must
have been known to Trump calling
into question his negotiating strate-
gy. How could he expect his bullying
on tariffs to succeed given this critical
weakness? Xi's use of China’s position
in rare earths was a tactical victory that
diminished Trump and weakened him
in future negotiations.

China’s two-phased introduction
of their regulatory framework for rare
earths displayed a high degree of stra-
tegic acumen. If the October regula-
tions had been implemented, global
manufacturing in several critical in-
dustries would have been devastated
and U.S. defense capabilities ham-
strung. The October regulations be-
came a potent bargaining chip for Xi
that checked Trump’s tariff onslaught
protecting China’s capacity to export
their manufactured goods. Moreover,
since the April licensing requirements
remain in effect, China retains the
ability to regulate the supply of rare
earths and their products through
their licensing regime. This outcome
is consistent with China’s long-term
strategy which is focused on achieving
global dominance in manufacturing
and building strong competencies
in critical industries. In the October
negotiations, Xi used China’s almost
insurmountable advantage in rare
earth mining and processing to secure
shelter from Trump tariffs while pre-
serving both China’s influence on rare
earth production and access to global
markets. Xi demonstrated the value of
a long-term trade strategy. If only the

Our Relatable Cabinet

To the Editor:

'This is, by far, the richest Cabinet ever in U.S. History. If we needed more
evidence to help us understand why the Trump Administration doesn' relate
well with a majority of the American people that they are supposed to represent

and work for..

Net Worth to be:

. here is what Forbes magazine estimates the Cabinet members’

Donald Trump: President; $5.5 billion.

Howard Lutnick: Sec. of Commerce; $3.3 billion.

Linda McMahon: Sec. of Education; $3.3 billion.

Scott Bessent: Sec. of the Treasury; $600 million.

Doug Burgum: Sec. of the Interior; $100M+.

Chris Wright: Sec. of Energy; $100 million.

Lori Chavez-DeRemer: Sec. of Labor; $35 million.

Brooke Rollins: Sec. of Agriculture; $15 million.

Robert F. Kennedy Jr.: Sec. of Health and Human Services; $15 million.

JD Vance: Vice President; $12 million.

Pam Bondi: Attorney General; $5 million.

Kristi Noem: Sec. of Homeland Security; $5 million.

Sean Dufly: Sec. of Transportation; $5 million.

Scott Turner: Sec. of Housing and Urban Development; $4 million.

Pete Hegseth: Sec. of Defense; $3 million.

Marco Rubio: Sec. of State; $1.5 million.

Doug Collins: Sec. of Veterans Affairs; $1 million.

With this massive wealth and the accompanying life-style it engenders, it
would also likely be difficult for many wealthy Americans to understand the
plight of a single Mom who has just lost the government SNAP benefits that
has kept her family fed, and seen her family’s cost of medical insurance, if she

had any, double or triple!
Herb Moyer
Exeter, N.H.

Trump administration would learn the
lesson.

Robert D. Russell, PhD.

Harrisburg, Pa.

Robert:

Thank you for patiently diagnosing
and clearly explaining the latest self-in-

icted wound visited on America by our
ham-handed administration.

The dominant force in America today
is a coalition of soul-less political hacks,
Plutocrats, tech fantasists, and fanatics
looking forward to their version of the
ultimate religious orgasm, i.e., being lifted
heavenward as they watch their former
neighbors being plunged forever into a
lake of fire. Their avatar, their sword and
shield, is a blubbery nitwit whose only
business success was leveraging his tacky
TV personna into the one job capable of
ending life on earth.

We should count ourselves lucky if the
downside of this debacle is no worse than
handing the future to China.

The Editor

Open a Serious Book, America
To the Editor:

People with a little bit of education
in the Constitution—and I realize
that’s not many folks—should be
able to understand by now why the
Founders did not want to concentrate
too much power in the federal gov-
ernment, but rather only in the state
governments of America.

When there is too much wealth
(budget, taxes, spending), power, fame,
prestige, etc. concentrated in the na-
tional capital, there is considerable
temptation for power-hungry tyrants
to grab it illegally and run. That is why
the wife of our second President, John
Adams, wrote to her husband, saying,
“Remember, all men would be tyrants
if they could.”

Men and women can only become
tyrants when power is laid at their feet,
or when they go where they are not
supposed to go, grab it and run. Our
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Constitution lays very little power at
the feet of presidents, but the job of
executing the will of the Congress is
still a very important administrative
function when it is done correctly. It
requires a higher level of knowledge
and ethics than our politicians pos-
sess today.

When the “police power,” i.e.
the power to establish and regu-
late health care, education, welfare,
criminal justice, commerce and
banking, etc., is distributed across 50
separately governed states, a tyrant
may still illegally grab power here or
there locally, but the damage is much
more limited than when it is done
on the national level.

In the history of our country, first
a Democrat president, Franklin D.
Roosevelt in the 1930s and 40s,
and later a Republican President,
Donald J. Trump, succumbed to the
temptation to grab all of the national
power for themselves. FDR usurped
power longitudinally over three and
a quarter terms of office, and Trump
has usurped power vertically, doing
in less than a year more damage to
republican government than even
Roosevelt did in 13 years in office.

Limiting the power of the federal
government originally was both a
Republican and a Democrat priority.
‘That all changed because of our Civ-
il War, when Lincoln went bananas
usurping power and got assassinat-
ed as a result. Later on, as a result
of World War I and World War II,
presidents of both parties adopted
an incrementalist approach to steal-
ing power away from the people. For
the past 150 years or so, Presidents,
little by little, derailed constitutional
restrictions on both federal power
and executive department power. It
is said that President Grover Cleve-
land in the late 1880s was the last
president to clearly and consciously
respect limits on central power. He
worked into the wee hours of the
night executing, but not legislating,
the nation’s business.

The big difference between de-
mocracy and tyranny is whether
the people insist upon their national

legislature exercising the national
policymaking power, or whether
they are too busy with work and
entertainment to care about any of
that and just sit idly by while the
President usurps the powers of the
Congress and the courts.

In a tyranny, the people are tired
of the work that democracy requires
of them. Democracy bestows rights
but also requires citizen responsi-
bilities. A tyrant relieves the people
of their responsibility to lobby and
legislate, which opens up much
more time for them to just enter-
tain themselves in their spare time.
However, a tyrant also relieves the
people of their speech, press, elec-
toral and religious rights, which can
become dearly bothersome to those
who like to exercise a little power for
themselves.

If the problem is easy to see with
the right glasses, so is the solution.
The solution when the executive
department takes over the functions
of the legislative branch is very sim-
ple—impeachment and removal of
the President. Rome and Athens
did it often, but America has done
it not even once. America has be-
come intellectually ignorant and
politically lethargic. We no longer
care about democracy, largely be-
cause we no longer know what de-
mocracy is. We think it consists only
of voting. We've got to open some
history books and do some reading
folks. We must realize we have a vast
responsibility not only to learn the
lessons of history, but also to regu-
late society ourselves, and turn over
something lasting to our children
and grandchildren instead of a cha-
otic mess.

Kimball Shinkoskey

Woods Cross, Utah

Kimball:

Not their fault, but ths framers could
not have imagined the future size and
complexity of the nation they were
building. If you want an example of
the virtues of states’ rights, consider the
Jim Crow South.
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You write as if our problem is that
peaple are too lazy to participate in
government. Youre not entirely wrong,
for the most part, they are.

Far more trouble now, though, is
coming from those who are too energet-
ic in their clamoring for the tyrant now
in power.

The Editor

GOP: Work? No. Protect Pervs? Yes.
To the Editor:

The House of Representatives
had nine months to write the bills
necessary to run the government,
but the Republicans could not be
bothered to do their job. They took
off the entire month of August and
did nothing in September except
vote for a bill to give them until No-
vember 20th.

Speaker of the House Mike John-
son has prevented the House from
meeting since the start of October
because he does not want a vote to
release the Epstein files. In Septem-

ber, Johnson thought it would take
seven weeks to write the bills neces-
sary to run the government. Still, he
has prevented House members from
meeting and doing their job. Mem-
bers are being paid for not working
while federal workers are working
without getting a paycheck.

Itis time the GOP put the Amer-
ican people ahead of the President
and the Epstein files.

Walter Hamilton

Portsmouth, N.H.

Walter:

Thats the only good we can see com~
ing out of the Democrats’ capitulation:
Rep. Grijalva forcing the release of the
Epstein Files.

The Editor

Demanding Health Care is “Silly”?
Dear Editor:

Our former Gov. Chris Sununu,
now CEO of Airlines for America,
the leading aviation industry lobby-
ing group, had an NPR interview
on this 38th day of the government

shutdown. He characterized our
House Democrats’ holding out for
secure health insurance for the peo-
ple as “silly.” He blithely dismissed
our endangered health-care-costs/
coverage as a need “do-able in par-
allel.” Pleasant man that he can be,
he overlooks that Republican House
members (still not at work, staying
away) want big, beautiful tax cuts
for our country’s wealthy. They get a
cut of that in the form of campaign
donations later. A favor gets a favor.

Granny D, bless her heavenly soul,
foresaw this back in 1999 — 2000
when she walked 10 miles / day
across the U.S.A., calling for cam-
paign finance reform—big money
out of politics. The bad scene then
has evolved to worse now. A posi-
tive note—the Democrats in Tues-
day the 4th’s elections did very well;
many seats around the country. The
people are speaking with their votes.

Lynn Rudmin Chong

Sanbornton, N.H.

Lynn:

And here we thought that wed heard
the last from this human chipmunk.
But nooo. .. .

The Editor

BerTER OLD NEWS THAN NEW LIES

[from page three

The Trial of James Palmer

For the Murder of Henry T. Whitehouse
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 14th. — The
interest in the trial of James Palmer
for muurder, does not abate in the
least... at nine oclock... “standing
room only” was the order of the
day....One of the features of the tri-
al, which is unusual in Portsmouth,
is the large number of ladies who
attend. ...

Palmer. .. exhibited the same cool
unconcern that has characterized his
bearing ever since his arrest. ..

It is doubtful if there was ever a
trial in this city for a capital crime,
when the sympathy of the public
was so universally withheld from the
accused as during the trial of James
Palmer. Not a word of pity for his
certain fate could be heard on the
streets after his conviction and sen-
tence were announced.

Progress
The recent rapid increase in the
circulation of the CHRONICLE
and the NEW HAMPSHIRE

GAZETTE has necessitated the
substitution of an electric motor in
lieu of the hand power by which our
“Acme” press has been run many
years. The demand has been so great
that it has been difficult to supply
the orders from Dover and other
railroad towns, by the same ear-
ly morning trains, and at the same
time do justice to local subscribers.
'The proprietor of these newspapers
will spare no reasonable expense
in the collection and prompt dis-
tribution of the earliest and latest
news, and to that end the adoption
of electricity as a motor is regarded
as exceedingly satisfactory. Readers
of the GAZETTE will doubtless
appreciate the change on account
of which their papers will be more
promptly received.
The New Hampshire Gazette
November 22,1888
WASHINGTON, D.C., Nov. 22
—The Navy Department is consid-
ering the advisability of transfer-
ring to the Washington Navy Yard
the U.S.S. Constitution Receiving
Ship at the Portsmouth Navy Yard,

to be used here as a floating Naval
Museum. The proposition under
contemplation is to mount a gun
of each type and calibre on carriag-
es of the various patterns since the
existence of the Republic, and also
to have life-sized figures clothed in
the uniforms which have been worn
from time to time. If the project is
carried out an officer of the ord-
nance bureau will be detailed to look
after the guns, and to explain them
to the thousands of visitors, and an
officer of the bureau of provisions
and clothing to see that the figures
are clad in a representative manner.

NEW YORK,NOV. 25 — At the
Block house, Central Park, today,
the veterans of 1812 went through
its [sic] annual ceremony in celebra-
tion of the evacuation of New York
by the British troops 105 years ago
today.

Burglars raided the Pine Point
station of the Boston & Maine rail-
road in Scarborough, Me., on the
night of Nov. 22d, blew open the

to next page
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Seacoast. This space is
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ATTEST:

BY: Margaret Celano, Secretary
DATE: November 14, 2025

Public Notice re: RSA 7:19-a, li(d)

Pursuant to the requirements of NH RSA 7:19-a, lI(d), notice is hereby given that
a pecuniary benefit transaction that exceeds $5,000 in a fiscal year will occur
between SEACOAST COMMUNITY RADIO (SCR) and Bernadette Komonchak,
mother of Matthew Komonchak, who is President of SCR. The nature of said
transaction(s) being more particularly described as follows: repayment of a no-in-
terest loan of $50,000 used for the purpose of purchasing FM radio equipment,
with repayment of the loan taking place during three years, including $12,500 in
FY2024, $27,500 in FY2025, and $10,000 in FY2026.

SEACOAST COMMUNITY RADIO, 7B Melcher Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801
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“There Is No Safe Place to Hide”

by W.D. Ehrhart

In recent years, I have been writ-
ing frequently in support of the
people of Palestine. A few years
ago, I was introduced to the poetry
of Mosab abu Toha by my Jewish
American friend and university
professor Ammiel Alcalay, and have
written about Mosab and his poet-
ry on multiple occasions, especially
taking note of his two books in En-
glish, Things You May Find Hidden in
My Ear and Forest of Noise.

But my connection to what is
happening in Gaza and the Occu-
pied Territories became much more
personal this past spring through an-
other friend of mine, the American
playwright Naomi Wallace, who in-
troduced me to a young Palestinian
woman she knows named Rawand
Gawad abu Ghanem. Rawand orig-
inally came to Naomi’s attention as
a teenager when she became the first
girl to be part of the Gaza Surf Club
about a decade ago.

Rawand is now married, and has
two sons: Yamen, age 5, and Mo-
hammed, born in June 2025.1 have
never met her, and have not even
been able to communicate with her
directly because she cannot e-mail
and I cannot text, but we are able
to be in touch through Naomi, who

can do both.

I'have written two previous pieces
based on letters I've received from
Rawand by way of Naomi. Today, I
received this third letter:

I am on my mattress now (sleep-
ing in a real bed is in the past).

On my way to my tent, you came
to my mind as I was holding my lit-
te child, Mohammed. The weather
is cold and Mohammed is sleeping,
but I can’t leave him to sleep alone
in the tent as it’s not safe.

Many insects can enter the tent
easily, in addition to the rats and
mice, and I can’t close the tent tight-
ly because it'’s not a new tent.

Yesterday, I go to sleep and, sur-
prise, there is a big cockroach in
my tent. I feel afraid to kill it and
I don’t know how to remove it ei-
ther. In the end, I hold a boot and I
hit it. Then I start to think how to
put it in a basket fo take it outside.
1 take a napkin and put it into the
basket. Then I wash my hands and
try to sleep, but I feel disgusting and
afraid all the night.

Tonight when I put my head to
my pillow, suddenly I hear the low
voice of . .. what ? It is a mouse eat-
ing from the cheese we want fo eat
tomorrow morning for breakfast.
At this moment I start to curse the
difficult circumstances that we are

BeTTER OLD NEws THAN NEW LIES

[from previous page

safe, and got considerable plunder.

Winter seems to have arrived,
butt-end foremost; reached here
Sunday afternoon.

'The visiting silversmiths of New-
buryport, who appeared here in the
republican procession on the night
of the 20th inst., were a credit to our
neighbor city, which cannot be said
of some of the Mother Hubbards of
the same place, whose manners, as
displayed on that occasion, need a
prolonged rest.

Railroad Trust Forms
CHICAGO, 1L, Nov. 27 — The
morning papers say the result of
the conferences held at New York
during several weeks past be-
tween Jay Gould, C.P. Hunting-
ton, Charles Francis Adams, W.B.
Strong, Chairman Midgeley of the
Southwestern Railway Association,
and other railroad magnates inter-
ested in Western roads, is the for-
mation of a gigantic railroad “trust,”
comprising all roads between points
west of Chicago and Milwaukee,
east of St. Paul and Minneapolis,
north of Colorado, New Mexico
and Wyoming. All existing freight
and passenger arrangements within
the limits named are to be abolished,

Sméft_ Fish Doﬁ’t'"‘B:ite

Tew poetry by
| /24 W.D. Ehrhart
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and merged in the new trust. There
will be an executive board of three to
manage the scheme. It is understood
that the chairman will be Midgeley,
who under the terms of the agree-
ment will be a greater man than
Commissioner Fink, virtually hav-
ing full control and management as
far as office affairs are concerned, of
all roads between Chicago and the
Rocky mountains.
To Our Subscribers
Owing to the introduction of the
Electric Motor to furnish power for
running our press, and to the fact
that the power is not applied until
four oclock P.M. each day, we are
now compelled to defer printing
the NEW HAMPSHIRE GA-
ZETTE to the evening of Wednes-
day, instead of in the forenoon as
formerly. Hence we are unable to
mail the papers to subscribers un-
til Thursday morning, instead of
Wednesday afternoon as for years
past.
The New Hampshire Gazette
November 29, 1888

Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers

from which the items above were
excerpted. — The Ed.

Rawand Gawad abu Ghanem with her two sons, Yamen (5), and new-
born Mohammed, amid the rubble of Gaza.

going through for more than two
years. There is no safe place to sleep
from bombing, and the insects are
everywhere. There is no safe place
to hide the food from the rats and
mice.

And now the problem is that,
again, there is no clean water to
drink.

All the water is polluted in Gaza
because the [Israeli Defense Forc-
es] bomb the desalinization plants.
And the bad water causes gastritis
for me and Yamen and my fami-
ly. So we are forced to buy bottled
water, even though it costs a lot

for both drinking and cooking. My
health is the most important thing
in my life. If I am not healthy, how
will I look after my baby and five-
year-old Yamen?

L am, like so many, living an un-
stable and displaced life, full of cha-
os and disease.

Until when? The ceasefire is not
bringing in the food and water and
medicine we need and were prom-
ised. Israel won’t allow it.

Lam thinking: Will we live a de-
cent life as we once did, or not?

1 am thinking: Will my children
be educated, or forced into ignorance
as the occupation wants?

I am thinking: Will my dreams
come true one day or will they settle
into nothing but dust?

I am thinking: Will I ever rest
my head again without thinking of
tomorrows suffering?

And now baby Mobhammed is
starting to cry and I need to suckle
him.

Salam,

Your friend, Rawand

'This is truly heartbreaking stuff.
We're told there is a ceasefire in
place now; and the current occupant
in the White House even wants a
Nobel Peace Prize for it. But Rawa-
nd is living in the midst of all this
misery, and it doesn't sound like any-
thing resembling peace has returned
to Gaza.

If you Google “the destruction in

Gaza,” and then click on “images,”
you will see the magnitude of the
devastation the IDF has inflicted
on the people of Palestine. The Is-
raeli government blames all of this
misery and destruction on Hamas,
but—I'm sorry, folks—no thought-
ful person can reasonably consider
this level of retaliation self-defense.
'This is vengeance. This is a kind of
blood-thirstiness that most of our
media regularly attributes to Hamas,
not Israel.

Moreover, I will again remind you
that Hamas didnt even exist when
the First Intifada began back in
1987.1n fact, the Israeli government
actually supported the creation of
Hamas, and provided funding for it,
in a successful effort to undercut the
political strength of the Palestinian
Authority.

To oppose the apartheid state Is-
rael has created and maintained for
atleast 80 years is not anti-semitism.
To oppose the destruction of Gaza,
and the pogroms perpetrated by Is-
raelis taking place in the West Bank,
is not anti-semitism. To decry U.S.
support for the murderous policies
of the Israeli government is not an-
ti-semitism. To wish for the survival
of Rawand and her young family, let
alone a decent future for them, is not
anti-semitism.

To support Israeli policy toward

the people of Palestine, to favor the
obliteration of every institution and
necessary infrastructure of civil so-
ciety in Gaza, to think that Rawa-
nd and her children deserve what is
happening to them, or even that it
is sad but necessary “collateral dam-
age,” is simply inhumane and inhu-
man. Unconscionable. It is a kind of
cruelty that beggars one’s imagina-
tion.
W.D. Ebrhart is a retired Master
Teacher of History & English, and
author of a Vietnam War memoir
trilogy published by McFarland.
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The New Hampshire Gazette is the most
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A Biblical-level
Warning from a
High School Student

by Jim Hightower

A n essential part of our children’s
education is learning proper
moral behavior. And who better to
deliver that ethical guidance than
politicians?

Huh? Bizarre, yet this is the con-
clusion of the GOP’s theocratic
Christian Nationalist faction. They
are demanding that legislatures
across the country must intervene
in local educational policy to re-
quire that all public schools plaster
every classroom with Christianity’s
Ten Commandments. It’s in-your-
face religiosity, forcing one religious
dogma on students of every faith. It’s
also ludicrously hypocritical—after
all, legislators are notorious for com-
mitting adultery, stealing from the
poor, killing in the name of the state,
bearing false witness against immi-
grants, bowing down to false gods. ..
and otherwise mocking the Chris-
tian religion’s own commandments.
Who do these nationalists and their
politicians think they’re fooling?

Certainly not America’s
free-thinking students. If you won-
der whether young people will just
go along, take heart in the uplifting
thoughts of Arjun Sharda, a high-
school freshman in Round Rock,
Texas. In a recent op-ed piece, he
went right at the humbuggery of
the state’s Republican leaders: “The
same lawmakers who preach about
freedom and limited government,”
he wrote, “are now legislating what
we must hang on our classroom
walls... But faith loses its power
when it’s forced. True belief comes
from conviction, not compulsion...
Texas prides itself in independence,
yet this law enforces conformity.”

The Christian Nationalist auto-
crats are not only trying to turn pub-
lic classrooms into their exclusive
pulpits, but to establish their repres-
sive theology as America’s official
religion. As Sharda warns, “Texas
should stop confusing religion with
righteousness—before the wall be-
tween church and state becomes just
another thing we've torn down.”

Populist author, public speaker, and
radio commentator Jim Hightower
writes “The Hi ghtower Lowdown,”
a monthly newsletter chronicling
the ongoing fights by America’s or-
dinary people against rule by pluto-
cratic elites. Sign up at Hightow-
erLowdown.org.

Don't just give a gift.
Givea unique newspaper —
every other Friday for a year.

Gift subscriptions - page 5.

Visit

www.jimhightower.com

\ Personally autographed copies
of Jim Hightower’s
best-selling books

\ Subscriptions to the monthly
“Hightower Lowdown” newsletter

\ €D’s \ Tapes

\ Videos Y Pamphlets
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s Pi1scaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.

SunpAY, NOVEMBER 16

Monpay, NOVEMBER 17

TuespAY, NOVEMBER 18

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Fripay, NOVEMBER 21

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22

2000—Bill Clinton goes to Vietnam
— finally, when it’s safe, as President.
1989—U.S.-backed pro-government
“freedom fighters” in El Salvador mur-
der six Jesuit priests, their housekeep-
er, and the housekeeper’s daughter.
1969—President Nixon’s Communi-
cations Director Herb Klein says he
opposes government intervention in
the news, but the networks are asking
foritif they don’t regulate themselves.
1966—Strasbourg students blow the
student government’s annual budget
to publish a pamphlet, “On the Pov-
erty of Student Life.” Hilarity ensues,
including the Situationist Movement.
1965—With 79 KIA & 121 WIA,
U.S. units in Ia Drang say “mission
accomplished, let’s withdraw.” Gen.
‘Wm. Westmoreland says “No, stay.”
1890—George Seldes is born. At 19
he’ll start an 85-year career as a jour-
nalist, media critic, and author.
1856—Siding with Britain and its
opium smugglers, the USS Portsmouth
bombards a Chinese fort on the Pearl
Riverin Canton, China.
1849—Fyodor Dostoevsky, 28, is
sentenced to death for spreading “im-
pudent words.”

1776—The American brig-of-war
Andrew Doria receives the nation’s
first salute from a foreign power at
Fort Oranje, St. Eustatius.
1688—DBoston hangs Ann Glover—
old, Irish, and Catholic—as a witch.
1384—Jadwiga, a ten year-old girl, is
crowned King of Poland.

8:23 851

2:02 2:36

2008—Citigroup announces it will
sack 52,000 workers.

2006—“We'll succeed [inIraq] unless
we quit,” says George W.[MD] Bush.
2003—An Austrian muscleman be-
comes Governator of California.
1995—President Clinton, multitask-
ing, speaks on the phone with a Con-
gressman while violating his marriage
vows with an intern.

1995—The Commander of the Pacif-
ic Fleet calls the rape of an Okinawan
girl “stupid.” The culprit should have
hired a prostitute instead, he says.
1992—Dateline broadcasts a rigged
video of a GM truck exploding.
1973—Speaking to newspaper ed-
itors at Disney World, Richard M.
Nixon says, “l am nota crook.”
1965—First Cav survivors of the Ia
Drang are marched into an ambush;
155 are KIA, and 126 WIA. It’s the
deadliest day of the war for the U.S.
1953—An Air Force C-119 “Flying
Boxcar” kills 10 Fort Bragg para-
troopers in mid-air; five more die
when the C-119 subsequently crashes.
1943—Soviet tank driver/mechanic
Mariya Vasilyevna Oktyabrskaya is
promoted to Sergeant for performing
repairs under withering Nazi fire.
1917—The destroyers Fanning and
Nicholson sink the U-58 off Ireland,
the first sub sunk by the U.S. Navy.
1747—Rioting sailors, laborers, and
free Blacks, fed up with naval press
gangs, take British officers hostage
and shut down the city of Boston.

9:08 9:38

2:48 3:23

2020—Feds indict Kansan Shawn L.
Parcells for wire fraud. He collected
$1.1 million from 375 clients for per-
forming autopsies, yet was neither a
physician nor a pathologist.
2005—Rep. Jean Schmidt (R-Ohio)
apologizes to 'Nam combat vet Rep.
Jack Murtha (D-Pa.) on the House
floor for implying he’s a coward.
1999—Texas A&M’s student-built
Bonfire—a 59-foot stack of vertical
logs—somehow collapses; 12 die.
1997—Operation Northwoods  is
exposed: the 1962 plan would have
murdered U.S. citizens on the street to
build support for an invasion of Cuba.
1988—Congress jacks up penalties
for smoking crack. Lighter penalties
for powder cocaine are unchanged.
1978—]Jim Jones and 913 followers
drink cyanide-laced Flavor-Aid in
Jonestown, Guyana.
1977—Dynamite Bob” Chambliss
gets life for his 1963 bombing of Bir-
mingham’s 16th Street Church.
1929—Marshall Ratliff, sentenced
to the chair for robbing a bank in a
Santa Claus suit, killsa man in a failed
breakout from the Cisco, Texas jail.
1916—The Battle of the Somme pe-
ters out. The Allies have gained 2.5
square yards for each of 1,250,000
British, French, and German casual-
ties. Germans later re-take most of it.
1883—U.S. railroad corporations are
empowered to dictate what the time s.
1755—New England’s worst earth-
quake [Richter 6.2] hits Cape Ann.
9:48

10:21

3:30

2005—Marines in Haditha murder
24 unarmed Iraqi men, women, and
children. One Marine is tried for and
convicted of dereliction of duty.
1967—A 500 1b. bomb from a Marine
jet goes astray during the Battle of
Dak To; 45 men from the 173d Air-
borne die, 45 are wounded.

1963—In Havana, Frenchman Jean
Daniel, sent personally by JFK, finds
Fidel Castro “cautiously receptive” to
arapprochement with the U.S.
1962—Dick “Dick” Cheney racks up
his first drunk driving conviction, in
Cheyenne, Wyo.

1960—At a party in New York City
to celebrate the launch of his mayoral
campaign, Norman Mailer stabs his
second wife, Adele Morales, twice.
1932—A petition is signed by 19 of
Germany’s top industrialists asking
President Hindenburg to appoint a
new Chancellor: Adolf Hitler.
1929—A Cisco, Texas mob busts
Marshall Ratliffout of jail and lynches
him behind a theater at which the play
“The Noose” is running. The first rope
breaks, the second doesn't.
1924—Pioneering Hollywood pro-
ducer Thomas Ince dies at 42, officially
from a heart attack, but more likely
from a [William Randolph] Hearst
attack—abullet to the head.

1915—A firing squad executes
framed IWW organizer Joe Hill; his
last words: “Don’t mourn, organize.”
1863—President Abraham Lincoln
dedicates the cemetery at Gettysburg.

10:26 11:01

4:08 444

2020—“What is the downside for
humoring him,” says an anonymous
high GOP official to Washington Post
reporters. “It’s not like he’s plotting
how to prevent Joe Biden from taking
power on January 20th.”
2008—Sarah Palin is interviewed on
live TV while, in the background, tur-
keys are being slaughtered.

1980—1In Louisiana, an oil rig drill-
ing in the wrong spot hits a salt mine
under Lake Peigneur. The rig, 11
barges, and a tugboat disappear.
1979—Fundamentalists seize Mec-
ca’s Grand Mosque, full of hostages.
The CIA blames guiltless Iran.
1975—The Senate’s Church Com-
mittee issues its report on U.S. efforts
to assassinate foreign leaders; 349 pag-
es make it past CIA censors.
1975—Spanish dictator Francisco
Franco dies. He is still dead.
1969—News reports say American
GIs massacred hundreds of civilians
at “Pinkville” on March 16, 1968.
1969—After evading the U.S. Coast
Guard, 89 Indians occupy Alcatraz.
1962—The Cuban Missile
blows over, rather than up. With Ar-
mageddon postponed, President Ken-
nedy orders an end to discrimination
in federally-funded housing.
1943—Planners’ failure to factor in
neap tides makes the Marine landing
at Tarawa far bloodier than necessary.
1820—A whale attacks the Nantuck-
et whaling ship Essex, inspiring the
greatest fish story ever told.

Crisis

II:0L

11:38

2024—Bibi Netanyahu's war crimes
finally earn him an arrest warrant.
1973—Nixon Chief of Staff Alexan-
der Haig ascribes an 18%2 minute gap
on an audio tape to “sinister forces.”
1967—Commies in the 'Nam are
“unable to mount a major offensive,”
says Westy, 71 days before Tet. “The
end begins to come into view.”
1964—The FBI sends a blackmail
letter to Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
urging him to commit suicide.
1933—FDR writes toa friend, “as you
and I know... a financial element has
owned the Government ever since the
days of Andrew Jackson.”
1927—The first Columbine Massa-
cre: state cops in civvies machine-gun
striking coal miners; six die.
1922—Rebecca Felton [D-Ga.] is ap-
pointed. The first female U.S. Senator
wrote in 1897, “I'say lynch, a thousand
times aweek if necessary.”
1901—The President of Alabama’s
Constitutional Convention had said
in May, “we want to. . .establish white
supremacy.” With their work ratified
on this day, they attain their goal.
1817—The U.S. ArmyKkicks off thirty
years of warfare by attacking Semi-
noles in Georgia at Fowltown.
1801—The 2nd suspicious fire in 13
days destroys Treasury records after
Republicans demand proof of Feder-
alist Thomas Pickering’s expenses.
1772—At Faneuil Hall, troublemak-
ers establish Committees of Corre-
spondence. Revolution ensues.

1:36
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2003—AP reports on JFK conspiracy
theories, including one claiming he
orchestrated his own assassination.
2000—Two dozen well-dressed hoo-
ligans, many on the GOP’s payroll, in-
timidate Miami election officials into
shutting down a Presidential recount.
1975—USS John F. Kennedyand USS
Belknap collide in the night near Sic-
ily. A two-hour fire aboard the Be/k-
nap stops 30 feet short of the weapons
magazine where they store the nukes.
1963—In Paris, a CIA man hands a
lethal pen to a Cuban for use on Fidel
Castro, at the behest of Bobby Kennedy.
1963—In Dallas, Texas, President
John F. Kennedy is assassinated; at
whose bidding is a matter of dispute.
1963—A secret Senate committee
hearing in re: LBJ and bribes is called
off due to JFK’s assassination.
1941—TFighter ace Werner Molders,
a passenger, dies in a crash en route
to the funeral of Luftwaffe Gener-
aloberst Ernst Udet, a suicide.
1910—Brazilian sailors in Rio muti-
ny against the lash. Seizing the Navy’s
three most powerful ships, they end
the lashings—and get amnesty.
1909—Tired of talk from male labor
leaders, Clara Lemlich, 23, moves
that garment workers strike. Next
day, 20,000 women walk off the job;
they win shorter hours, higher pay,
and better working conditions.
1818—Edward “Blackbeard” Teach
ends up with his torso in the drink and
his head swinging from a yardarm.

12114 6:33
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SunDAY, NOVEMBER 23

MonpaY, NOVEMBER 24

TuesDpAY, NOVEMBER 2§

'WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27

Fripay, NOVEMBER 28

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29

1981—R. Reagansignsasecret direc-
tive creating the [illegal] Contras.
1976—Jerry Lee Lewis is arrested
outside Graceland for waving a pistol
and demanding to see Elvis.
1970—A Lithuanian radio operator
jumps from a Russian trawler onto the
deck of the Coast Guard cutter Vigi-
lant. Commander Ralph Eustis allows
Soviet sailors to board the cutter and
seize the radioman.

1958—OnTV: Ron & Nancy Reagan
in “A Turkey for the President.”
1946—To teach “a severe lesson™—
that Vietnam is ruled by France—the
cruiser Suffren shells the bejeezus out
of Haiphong, killing 6,000 and begin-
ning the First Indochina War.
1936—In San Antonio, bluesman
Robert Johnson begins a legendary
three-day recording session.
1918—1In Scotland’s Scapa Flow, the
German submarine U-18 is sunk by
the fishing trawler Dorothy Gray.
1903—Colo. Gov. James Peabody
sends militia to Cripple Creek, and
suspends babeas corpus, freedom of the
press, and freedom of assembly, all to
crush the Western Federation of Min-
ers. He ends up inspiring the IWW.
1899—The world’s first jukebox plays
ina San Francisco saloon.
1887—State militiamen massacre up
to 300 Black, unionized cane cutters
onstrike in Thibodeax, La.
1876—After a year on the lam in
Cuba and Spain, Tammany Hall’s
“Boss” Tweed is jailed in NYC.

12:50 12:46

6:32

2006—“The only way we can win,”
says George W.[MD] Bush, “is to
leave [Iraq] before the job is done.”
1979—The U.S. admits troops in
"Nam were hit by Agent Orange.
1976—Steven B. Williams rams a
White House gate with his pickup
truck at 25 mph. It does not budge.
1971—Toting $200,000 in ransom
cash, “D.B. Cooper” parachutes from
ahijacked 727 over Washington State,
into oblivion and America’s heart.
1965—7he New York Timesruns a full-
page ad signed by 500 WW II and
Korean War vets protesting escalation
of the Vietnam War.

1963—To spare Jackie Kennedy’s
feelings, strip joint proprietor Jack
Ruby shoots Lee Harvey Oswald un-
der the watchful eye of TV cameras
and the Dallas Police Department.
1961—An overheated electric motor
in Colorado cuts off all communica-
tions between SAC and NORAD.
1953—Sen. Joe McCarthy (R-Wisc.)
claims the Truman administration is
“crawling with Communists.”
1947—All but 17 Congressmen vote
to cite the Hollywood Ten for con-
tempt after they take the 5th.
1922—Erskine Childers, a Brit sup-
porter of Irish independence charged
with carrying a pistol, is executed
while his case is on appeal. He says to
his firing squad, “Take a step forward,
lads. It will be easier that way.”
1759—Tobias Smollett gets three
month injail for libeling an admiral.
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1997—In Plymouth, Mass., police
serve Native American demonstrators
agenerous helping of pepper-spray.
1986—As Ed “Meese is a Pig” Meese
confesses that profits fromillegal arms
sales to Iran went to Nicaraguan con-
tras, a reluctant Ronald Reagan fires
U.S.M.C. Lt. Col. Oliver North.
1974—Britain outlaws the IRA after
two bombs kill 21 and injure over 100
in Birmingham, England.
1968—Lifelong muckraker and me-
dia critic Upton Sinclair dies at 90.
1955—The ICC bans racial segrega-
tion in interstate bus transportation;
the ban is ignored, though, until Free-
dom Riders force the issue in 1961.
1950—Great Appalachian Storm
winds hit 110 mph in Concord, N.H.
1947—TFor refusing to rat out their
friends to Congress, the Hollywood
Ten are fired by studio bosses.
1940—Meant to stop SS Patria from
deporting Jewish refugees, a Zionist
bomb sinks itin Haifa harbor; 267 die.
1915—William J. Simmons burns a
cross at Stone Mountain, Ga., found-
ing the new, improved Ku Klux Klan:
now it hates Catholics and Jews, too.
1865—Mississippi adopts the first
and worst of a wave of Black Codes,
assuring whites retain supremacy.
1864—Confederate
more than twenty fires, attempting to
destroy New York City. They fail.
1783—Redcoats evacuate New York
as General Washington and the victo-
rious Continental Army arrive.
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2000—Florida Secretary of State
Katherine Harris—also, coinciden-
tally, state co-chair of the Bush cam-
paign—declares Dubya the winner.
1973—Rose Mary Woods takes the
fall for the 18%2 minute gap.
1970—After whites celebrate the
350th of the Pilgrims’ landing by re-
scinding Frank “Wamsutta” James’
invitation to speak, Wampanoags
host the first annual National Day of
Mourning at Plymouth, Mass.
1933—Thomas H. Thurmond and
John M. Holmes are lynched in San
Jose, Calif. Jackie Coogan—Ilater
TV’s “Uncle Fester™—helps ready a
rope. A judge, Timothy Fitzpatrick,
says the mob “did adamned good job.”
Gov. “Sonny Jim” Rolph promises a
pardon, but no one’s even charged.
1932—In his newspaper column,
Will Rogers mocks Herbert Hoover’s
theory of “trickle-down economics.”
1922—Howard Carter and Lord
Carnarvon desecrate King Tut’s tomb.
1921—Former Lt. Col. Charles W.
Whittlesey, 37, commander of the
“Lost Battalion” and a pallbearer for
the Unknown Soldier, leaps from a
ship and drowns in the Atlantic.
1910—Six workers burn to death and
19 die jumping from the fourth floor of
aNewark textile shop. “Misadventure
and accident” said the coroner’s jury;
penalty for the owner: $0.00.
1904—TJoseph R. Burton [R—Kans.]
becomes the first U.S. Senator con-
victed of a crime, i.e., taking a bribe.
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2002—Donald Rumsfeld signs off
on “Category II1” interrogation tech-
niques—namely, torture.
2001—Gen. Tommy Franks, work-
ing on catching Osama bin Laden, is
told by Donald Rumsfeld to drop that
and revise plans to attack Iraq.
1997—In New York, a lampost fatal-
ly stabs Macy’s Barney the Dinosaur
balloon. Meanwhile, the Cat in the
Hat knocks over a lampost, which
then falls on two women, putting one
of them in a month-long coma.
1969—At the 71st Evacuation Hos-
pital in Pleiku, 100 soldiers fast on
Thanksgiving to protest the war.
1953—"T knew it,” says 65 year-old
Eugene O’'Neill. “Born in a goddamn
hotel room, dying in a hotel room.”
1952—Winnie Ruth Judd, the Trunk
Murderess, makes her sixth escape
from Arizona’s State Insane Hospital.
1900—To convince a Filipino town’s
president he should rat outlocal rebels,
U.S. troops force salt water down his
throat and burn down his town.
1898—Portland goes down in a gale
off Gloucester. The “Titanic of New
England” drowns as many as 245.
1868—1In the Battle of the Washita,
General George A. Custer and his
troops massacre Black Kettle and 102
other Cheyenne survivors of the Sand
Creek Massacre four years prior.
1095—Pope Urban II launches the
Crusades. Everlasting heavenly glory
is promised to those who die while
righteously slaying pagans.

342 349

10:13

2008—At a Long Island Wal-Mart,
shoppers literally bust doors and tram-
ple Jdimytai Damour, 34, to death.
2005—Ex-Rep. Randy “Duke” Cun-
ningham (R-Calif) pleads guilty to
selling votes and dodging taxes.
1985—An internal Shell memo pri-
vately confirms everything its PR flaks
are denying: CO2 from fossil fuels has
been warming the globe for 100 years;
seas are rising, and it’s getting worse.
1979—Bogus data from HQ_sends
Air New Zealand Flight 901 into
Antarctica’s Mount Erebus; 257 per-
ish. HQ’s “orchestrated litany of lies”
eventually fails, and HQ’s busted.
1945—“As I understand it from the
doctors,” Gen. Leslie R. Groves tells
aSenate committee, radiation poison-
ing “is a very pleasant way to die.”
1942—The Cocoanut Grove in Bos-
ton burns; 492 die, 172 are injured.
1936—Basil Zaharoff, the world’s
fifth richest man, dies in bed at 87—
four times older than those who died
using the weapons he sold to all sides.
1925—The
“Americanism” honcho says commu-
nists have no right to free speech.
1919—N.H.-born Maj. Gen. Leon-
ard Wood—on active duty—says of
radicals, “Ship ‘em or shoot 'em.”
1858—The luxury yacht Wanderer,
sleek, fast, and refitted for a trade out-
lawed 50 years earlier, docks at Jekyll
Island, Georgia. The 409 enslaved
Africans who survived the passage are
the next-to-last such cargo to arrive.
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2015—To protect the lives of fetus-
es, Robert L. Dear kills three adults
and wounds nine more at Colorado
Planned Parenthood clinic.
1976—For accidentally plugging his
bass player, Jerry Lee Lewis is fined for
discharging a gun within city limits.
1963—LB]’s Warren Commission is
established to deny the possibility that
conspirators assassinated JFK.
1960—On learning that Patrice Lu-
mumba had been arrested on a CIA
tip, genial o]’ Tke orders that agency to
step up its efforts to assassinate Castro.
1947—The UN calls for cramming
70% of Palestine’s population—Ar-
abs—onto 44% of the land, so 30%—
the Israelis—can occupy 56% of it.
1944—U-1230 drops off two Nazi
spies at Hancock Point, Maine.
1900—Future Nazi radio propagan-
dist Axis Sally is born Mildred Sisk in
Portland, Maine.

1864—TIgnoring a truce flag, Col. (&
ex-minister) John Chivington leads a
Colorado militia in the slaughter and
mutilation of 150 Cheyenne women,
children, and old men at Sand Creek.
A local paper says the soldiers had
“covered themselves in glory” [a typo].
1781—Zong Captain Luke Colling-
wood orders 133 enslaved souls
thrown overboard live, lying about a
water shortage to game his insurance.
1729—The Natchez people repay
decades of haughty brutality by mas-
sacring 230 Frenchmen. Women and
enslaved Africans are spared.
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The Astute Businessperson

may want to consider the anachronistic

affordability of advertising in our
venerable news medium.

'This space, for example, could be had for

a mere $40 per fortnight.
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