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Better Old News Than New Lies

70 percent of U.S. Public Opposes 
Military Attack on Venezuela 
as Trump Eyes ‘Deadly New Phase’

Long-time readers may have no-
ticed that at this newspaper, we 

tend to expect the worst.* Even so, 
count us among those who did not 
expect the President to threaten to 
hang Maggie Goodlander.

This seems as good a time as any 
to raise a formal complaint: if our 
government is going to run as if 
it were a Monty Python sketch,† 
why is it not funnier? Sadly, current 
events force us to turn aside from 
John Cleese, Eric Idle, and the rest 
of that merry gang, and turn to a 
grimmer Englishman. 

If you really want to be fright-
ened, imagine trying to navigate 
today’s world without the clarity 
given to us by George Orwell. Let 
us begin by setting aside a quotation 
often attributed to Orwell: “During 
times of universal deceit, telling the 
truth becomes a revolutionary act.” 
We dismiss it not because it isn’t 
true, but because Orwell never said 
or wrote it. 

Besides, for these times, all we 
need is this, from 1984: “War is 
peace, freedom is slavery, ignorance 
is strength.”

On September 2nd, our newly-re-
named War Department blew up a 
boat in the Caribbean, killing 11 
people. A second strike on the 15th 
killed three more. The pace picked 
up as these extra-judicial assassina-
tions continued and expanded into 
the eastern Pacific. At last count 83 
people have died in 21 strikes. All 
were “narco-terrorists,” according 
to the White House, though none 
were tried, much less convicted, 
and two supposedly-guilty survi-
vors were turned over to their native 
countries.

This narrative was complicated 
Tuesday by a report in The Guard-
ian with Hugo Lowell’s byline. The 
British paper’s White House cor-
respondent, who has an enviable 
record for breaking scoops, might 
want to avoid travelling in small 
boats until the U.S. sees a 
regime change. Lowell 
wrote that, according 
to internal documents, 
the administration is 
actually relying on an 
entirely different legal 
justification: “the cartels are waging 
armed violence against the security 
forces of allies such as Mexico, and 
that the violence is financed by co-
caine shipments.”

In other words, it’s not just the 
same old “war on drugs.” It’s a war 
against a “narco-terrorist regime,” 
and the shooting started months 

ago. Suddenly, putting the world’s 
biggest aircraft carrier within strik-
ing distance of Venezuela seems a 
tiny bit less crazy—though much 
more terrifying. 

It was in this context that half a 
dozen Democratic Members of 
Congress—veterans, all, of the U.S. 
military or intelligence services—
got in front of a video camera to read 
excerpts from that quaint old relic of 
the Truman era, the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice: do not obey ille-
gal orders. 

Our Commander-in-Chief him-
self might have had this very passage 
barked at him by a drill sergeant, 
years ago, had it not been for a tragic 
case of bone spurs.

The six Democrats—Senator 
Mark Kelly of Arizona and four 
other Representatives—did not spell 
out any specific illegal orders which 
should not be obeyed. These days, 
where would you begin? Don’t shoot 
people on American streets? Don’t 
go around randomly assassinating 
Venezuelan fishermen?

FBI Director Kash Patel has now 
sicced his agents on the Democrats 
who urged members of our armed 
forces to obey the law. If this zeal 
seems a bit excessive, consider the 
matter from his position: this six-
pack of troublemakers may have 
interrupted his social life. 

Patel has been using a $60 million 
government jet to hang out with 
his girlfriend in Nashville, coun-
try singer Alexis Winter. Patel says 
he’s reimbursed the government at 
commercial rates. That’s nice of him. 
Never mind that each flight costs 
the taxpayer about $20,000. 

Though the flight data for the 
planes is publicly available, and a 
27-year FBI employee who man-
aged the Bureau’s fleet may not have 
had anything to do with releasing it, 
he was summarily fired. 

It has since been revealed that 
Patel has also been using the FBI’s 

SWAT Team to provide Ms. 
Wilkins with a person-
al security detail. This is 
perfectly understand-
able, of course; as all 
red-blooded Ameri-

cans instinctively under-
stand, those bars down in Nashville 
can get pretty rowdy. Never mind 
being fired, whoever leaked this is 
asking for a firing squad.

Just a few days ago, the person 
who set all this lawless chaos in 
motion had charges against him 
dropped in Georgia. And why not? 
All he did—in this specific case—
was call the Governor and ask him 
to overturn an election. He has long 
since escaped any consequences for 
egging on a mob to attack Congress 
in order to achieve that same end. 
Hell, the Supreme Court granted 
him license to do any damn thing 
he wants. 

Why should any of us be sur-
prised at any of this now?

by Jake Johnson

New survey results show that 
Americans strongly oppose 

U.S. military action against Vene-
zuela as the Trump administration 
privately weighs options for land 
strikes against the South American 
country—as well as possible covert 
action targeting the government of 
President Nicolás Maduro.

The CBS News/YouGov survey, 
published on Sunday, found that 
70 percent of Americans—includ-
ing 91 percent of Democrats and 
42 percent of Republicans—are 
against the “U.S. taking military 
action in Venezuela,” and a major-
ity don’t believe a direct attack on 
Venezuela would even achieve the 
Trump administration’s stated goal 
of reducing the flow of drugs to the 
United States.

The poll also found that a slim 
majority, 53 percent, support “using 
military force to attack boats sus-
pected of bringing drugs into” the 
U.S., even as human rights groups 
and United Nations experts say such 
attacks—which have killed more 
than 80 people since early Septem-
ber—are grave violations of U.S. and 
international law.

The survey data came amid re-
ports that the Trump administration 
is set to launch “a potentially deadly 
new phase” of its campaign against 
Maduro’s government, which has 
responded to the U.S. president’s 
threats and military buildup in the 
Caribbean with a large mobilization 
of troops and weaponry.

Citing two unnamed U.S. offi-

cials, Reuters reported on Sunday 
that “covert operations would likely 
be the first part of the new action 
against Maduro.” The outlet quot-
ed one anonymous official as saying 
Trump is “prepared to use every ele-
ment of American power” to achieve 
his stated goals in the region.

On Monday, as the New York 
Times reported, the chairman of 
the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff is set 
to visit “Puerto Rico and one of the 
several Navy warships dispatched to 
the Caribbean Sea to combat drug 
trafficking as the Trump adminis-
tration weighs the possibility of a 
broader military campaign against 
Venezuela.”

Gen. Dan Caine, the top U.S. 
military officer, has “been a major 
architect of what the Pentagon calls 
Operation Southern Spear, the larg-
est buildup of American naval forc-
es in the Caribbean since the Cuban 
Missile Crisis and the blockade of 
Cuba in 1962,” the Times added.

Also on Monday, the Trump ad-
ministration formally designated 
Maduro and top officials in his gov-
ernment members of a foreign ter-
rorist organization, a move that the 
White House believes expands U.S. 
military options in Venezuela.

While polling data has consis-
tently shown that the U.S. public 
opposes military intervention in 
Venezuela by significant margins, 
Republicans in Congress have thus 
far blocked action to prevent the 
Trump administration from attack-
ing the country and bombing vessels 
in international waters without law-
makers’ approval.

Al Jazeera columnist Belén 
Fernández wrote Sunday that “it 
should come as no surprise by now 
that the president who campaigned 
on keeping the U.S. out of wars and 
then promptly bombed Iran has 
now found another conflict in which 
to embroil the country.”

“And as is par for the course in 
U.S. imperial belligerence, the ratio-
nale for aggression against Venezu-
ela doesn’t hold water,” Fernández 
added. “For example, the Trump 
administration has strived to pin the 
blame for the fentanyl crisis in the 
U.S. on Maduro. But there’s a slight 
problem—which is that Venezuela 
doesn’t even produce the synthetic 
opioid in question.”

Late last week, a group of House 
Democrats led by Seth Moulton of 
Massachusetts announced a new 
legislative effort aimed at prevent-
ing the Trump administration from 
attacking Venezuela without con-
gressional authorization.

The bill, titled the No Unautho-
rized Force in Venezuela Act, would 
bar the White House from spend-
ing federal funds on military action 
against Venezuela absent specific 
congressional approval.

“We owe our service members 
clarity, legality, and leadership—not 
threats, not chaos, and not another 
unnecessary conflict,” said Moulton. 
“This legislation draws the line the 
president refuses to draw. It protects 
our troops, reasserts Congress’ con-
stitutional role, and ensures we do 
not sleepwalk into another ill-ad-
vised war.”

–=≈=–
Jake Johnson is a senior editor and 
staff writer for Common Dreams. 
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 
3.0).

–=≈=–

How the Girls Haze
A gentle form of hazing is that to 
which the fresh girl entering the 
Woman’s College of Bryn Mawr 
is subjected. Two bundles of books 
are hung round her neck and she is 

required to ascend an inclined plank 
that is slippery. When, after many 
slips, she reaches the top, she is giv-
en a lamp, which she is told to keep 
filled and the wick well trimmed, so 
as not to be caught like the foolish 

virgins. – Philadelphia Times
RALEIGH, N.C., Dec. 3 – Ben 

Cannady, the murderer of James 

* We also hope for the best, of course. How 
else could we fulfill our mission of con-
tinuing to publish, even as the atmosphere 
continues to destabilize, antibiotics lose 
their power to protect us from loathsome 
diseases, and the economy shows signs of 
crumbling under the weight of capitalism’s 
insatiable ideology?

† MAGA readers: we refer here to the 
Monty Python sketch about the Spanish 
Inquisition. 
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86 Democrats Join GOP in Voting for 
Very, Very Stupid’ Resolution Condemning Socialism
“House Minority Leader Jeffries voting with the GOP in 
favor of this resolution is showing his ultrawealthy donors 
exactly who he fights for,” said one progressive leader. “It’s 
not the people.”

The Flag Police were arrested in their tracks recently by the bouquet of bad 
treatment seen above: half a dozen miniature U.S. flags, coated with road 
grime, jammed behind the spare tire on the front of a VW bus—each one 
complete with its own itty-bitty gold-painted finial, for a touch of extra 
irony. The first thought of these diligent gendarmes of vexillology, taking 
into account the history of this particular make and model of vehicle, was 
that this violation was likely the work of leftists—possibly even the dread-
ed Antifa! But no! Further investigation, to wit: a look at the back of the 
bus, revealed the Turning Point USA sticker shown in the inset. Unable 
to jam the case file into the overflowing “Right Winger Flag Abuse Cases” 
cabinet, the Flag Police chucked it into the recycling bin.

Philbeck, was taken from Shelby 
jail early yesterday morning and 
lynched. Philbeck was a white farm-
er living near Shelby, and was called 
to his door by an unknown party 
and shot dead, and his house robbed, 
the murderer first shooting down 
Philbeck’s wife. Cannady confessed 
to the crime.

INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Dec. 3 
– The President-elect was called on 
this afternoon by Gen. James Long-
street of Georgia, accompanied by 
Hon. E.A. Angler of Atlanta and 
E.C. Atkins of this city. Mr. Har-
rison conversed half an hour with 
the famous soldier. This evening Mr. 
Harrison dined at the residence of 
Mr. Atkins. … Gen. Longstreet tells 
the reporters, “There is not the least 

bit of political significance in my 
visit.” When asked what the South 
wanted, the veteran laughingly re-
plied, “The South wants everything. 
It wants the earth, if it can get it. But 
it wants, more than anything else, a 
good, honest, friendly spirit mani-
fested toward it. We simply want to 
be treated kindly and considerately.”

[Longstreet was a West Point 
graduate. He served the burgeoning 
American empire in Mexico and the 
southwestern frontier, before violating 
his oath and throwing in with trai-
tors. Men under his command killed 
substantial numbers of Union troops 
at Richmond and the Second Battle of 
Bull Run. – The Ed.]

CINCINNATI, Dec. 4 – The 
excitement about the White Caps 
in southern Ohio continues. Efforts 
are being made to drive colored chil-

dren out of the schools. Some chil-
dren were forcibly ejected, and their 
parents went before the grand jury 
and gave testimony. Since then the 
houses of these colored people have 
been assailed at night with stones, 
and windows and doors broken 
down. In some places the colored 
children are guarded to and from 
school. An unwholesome feeling 
pervades the neighborhood.

Snow drifts are four feet deep in 
Gilmanton.

The Storm at Boon Island
Capt. James Burke, first assistant 
keeper of Boon island light-station, 
arrived in [town] on Monday night, 
coming in on a schooner. Capt. 
Burke is an experienced seaman, but 
never experienced anything like the 

by Julia Conley

Dozens of U.S. House Demo-
crats who joined the Repub-

lican Party last Friday in backing a 
resolution that denounced “social-
ism in all its forms” and opposed 
“the implementation of socialist 
policies in the United States” did so 
despite the fact that the GOP has 
used the term “socialism” liberally to 
describe a variety of social welfare 
programs—making the true mean-
ing of the resolution open to inter-
pretation.

“Socialism” is the word President 
Donald Trump has used for propos-
als to ensure the federal government 
provides healthcare to everyone in 
the U.S., and he’s among the Repub-
licans who have warned extending 
Medicare to all Americans would 
“bankrupt our nation”—despite 
studies showing that the system 
would save more than $600 billion 
per year, and that wealthy countries 
that ensure all citizens have health 
coverage have far better health out-
comes than the U.S.

Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) 
called the Green New Deal, which 
would create 3.4 million new green 
jobs per year, a “socialist scheme.”

During the Great Depression, 
Social Security—now credited with 
lifting more Americans out of pov-
erty than any other U.S. government 
program—was denounced by oppo-
nents of President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt as “socialism,” as was Medicare 
when it was introduced in 1965.

Republicans and their wealthy 
donors have warned that New York 
City’s Democratic mayor-elect, 
democratic socialist Zohran Mam-
dani, will wreak havoc on the city 
with his plans for fare-free buses and 
a network of city-owned grocery 
stores, with the president calling him 
a “100 percent Communist lunatic.” 
Fare-free public transit already exists 
in about 100 thriving cities around 
the world, including a growing 
number in the U.S., and more than 
a million Americans already benefit 
from publicly owned grocery stores 
where prices are 25-30 percent low-
er than at private stores—which also 

continue to run.
Friday’s resolution, introduced by 

Rep. María Elvira Salazar (R-Fla.), 
states its opposition to “socialist 
ideologues” including Joseph Stalin 
and Kim Jong Un as well as the “col-
lectivistic system of socialism in all 
of its forms.”

After the U.S. House vote on No-
vember 21st, former Democratic 
Ohio state Sen. Nina Turner said 
that considering how “the GOP 
calls every social safety net measure 
‘socialism,’ votes like this matter in a 
policy context.”

They also say a lot, said Turner, 
about the Democratic leaders—like 
House Minority Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries (N.Y.), House Minority 
Whip Katherine Clark (Mass.), and 
House Democratic Caucus Chair 
Pete Aguilar (Calif.)—who voted 
for the resolution.

“House Minority Leader Jeffries 
voting with the GOP in favor of 
this resolution is showing his ul-
trawealthy donors exactly who he 
fights for,” said Turner. “It’s not the 
people.”

Jeffries waited until the final days 
of the New York City mayoral cam-
paign to endorse Mamdani, despite 
the fact that the candidate had won 
Jeffries’ district in the June primary 
and captured national attention for 
his relentless focus on making the 
city more affordable for New York-
ers.

Drop Site News was among 
those that noted the House voted as 

Mamdani was en route to Washing-
ton, D.C. to meet with Trump for 
the first time. The support for the 
resolution among top Democrats 
who have refused to embrace the 
popular young politician’s meteoric 
rise was viewed by some as a state-
ment regarding Mamdani’s visit to 
the White House—during which 
Trump gave the mayor-elect a com-
paratively warm welcome.

Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) 
said those who supported the 
“pointless” resolution “feel threat-
ened by democratic socialists like 
myself who are unbought and will-
ing to take on the billionaire class.”

Rep. Sean Casten (D-Ill.) called 
the debate over socialism on the 
House floor “so very, very stupid.”

“A bunch of people with taxpay-
er-funded salaries, doing a job that 
is impossible to outsource to the pri-

vate sector, are condemning the evils 
of socialism,” said Casten. “Either 
they are stupid, or that they think 
you are.”

“We have a mixed economy,” he 
added. “We benefit from free mar-
kets and competition in lots of sec-
tors, and also have a judicial system, 
border security, national defense, 
economic security for seniors and 
those who can’t work that is socially 
funded. That’s a good thing! Con-
demning one half of that equation 
has no more logic—and is no more 
deserving of finite House floor 
time—than condemning defensive 
linemen because they never score 
touchdowns.”

–=≈=–
Julia Conley is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. this work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).

If anything needed to be said about this, this is where we would say it.
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“I’d rather be a free man in my grave 
than living as a puppet or a slave.”                                                 

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Jimmy Cliff (1944-2025), musician
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“Hitler resurrected a beaten, bankrupt, half-starved nation 
with hatred and nothing more. Imagine that.”

– Kurt Vonnegut
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Beware of 
Cruise Ships

– a Bar Harbor reader
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Trump Trashes ‘Big, Fat, Rich Insurance 
Companies.’ Progressives: ‘Wait Until We 
Tell You About Medicare for All’
“If we had Medicare for All everyone would have healthcare 
with no premiums, deductibles or co-payments and we’d save 
$650 billion and 68,000 lives a year.”

“Many of our tradesmen are making handsome shows of Christmas goods, 
and the windows about town are filled with rich and beautiful wares, 
from which any one can make a good selection. There is no necessity of going 
to Boston or anywhere else for this purpose.”– The New Hampshire Ga-
zette, December 13, 1888. Seen above: the Daniel Street window of Alie 
Jewelers. This meticulously-maintained establishment has been in contin-
uous operation in Portsmouth’s Market Square since 1817, and owned by 
the Alie family since 1914. Above we see some antique jeweler’s scales, and, 
in the back, left, a window decoration dated 1923, marking Portsmouth’s 
Tercentenary. Elegantly hand-lettered, it notes four key moments in the 
town’s history. The final one reads, “The New Hampshire Gazette, now 
the oldest newspaper in the United States, was founded here in 1756.”

late storm, which made noticeable 
changes in the minor features of the 
rocky islet.

For one thing, the spar-laden 
schooner Teal, of St. John, N.B., 
which was thrown ashore on the 
island five years ago next January, 
dismasted and abandoned, and of 
the fate of whose crew no word was 
ever learned, was carried off by the 
sea, and the place which has known 
her so long will know her no more 
forever. …

The waterlogged hulk found its 
way in between Smuttynose and 
Cedar islands, was carried clear over 
the breakwater by the tremendous 

sea, and finally brought up on Lung-
ing island, and there went to pieces. 
About a hundred fine spars were 
secured by Mr. John Hall of Smut-
tynose island, most of them, it is said, 
being far above ordinary high-water 
mark when found.

The monument to Capt. John 
Smith on Star island, a shaft about 
fifteen feet high, was blown down 
by the gale. While there was no one 
specially disastrous accident on Star 
or Appledore islands during the gale, 
the aggregate of damage done will 
foot up to a large sum.

The Portsmouth House, former-
ly the Walker soap manufactury 
near the Boston & Maine railroad 
station, was closed Monday, and a 

keeper put in by Sheriff Coffin. It 
is reported that the manager of the 
concern cleared out last Saturday 
with considerable “boodle.” If one-
half the stories told about the place 
are true, it has been closed none too 
soon; and there are a number of oth-
er similar institutions which could 
be abated without the least injury to 
the morals or business welfare of the 
city. [The Portsmouth House was locat-
ed on what is now the parking lot just 
to the east of 111 Maplewood Avenue, 
formerly the home of the Postsmouth 
Herald. – The Ed.]

Chief of Police Conlon, assisted 
by Patrolmen Pender and Jarvis, will 

by Jon Queally

President Donald Trump pro-
claimed last week he would not 

sign any fix to the nation’s health-
care crisis that would send money to 
what he termed, in all capital letters, 
as the “BIG, FAT, RICH INSUR-
ANCE COMPANIES, WHO 
HAVE MADE $TRILLIONS, 
AND RIPPED OFF AMERICA 
LONG ENOUGH”—and pro-
gressives did not hesitate to point 
out that by taking for-profit, private 
insurers out of the healthcare equa-
tion, one would quickly—if they 
cared about covering more peo-
ple with less money—be left with 
something more akin to the kind 
of universal, publicly-supported 
healthcare systems that most na-
tions in the developed world already 
enjoy.

“Just wait until we tell you about 
Medicare for All,” said Dr. Abdul 
El-Sayed, a Democrat running for 
the U.S. Senate in Michigan, in re-
sponse to Trump’s Truth Social post.

The president has been openly 
railing against the insurance compa-
nies that benefit from federal subsi-
dies that are central to the healthcare 
plans made available on exchanges 
created by the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA), but his solution—a nebu-
lous call for direct payments to in-
dividuals who could then somehow 
purchase “THEIR OWN, MUCH 
BETTER INSURANCE” with 
those same federal dollars.

With significant cuts to Med-
icaid—the largest in the program’s 
history—and an end to ACA subsi-
dies that could see premiums double 
or more for over 20 million people 
in the coming year, Democrats are 
warning of a healthcare crisis in 
2026 like nothing the nation has 
ever seen.

But the solution being offered 
by Trump and his GOP allies in 
Congress, according to progressive 
critics, would only further entrench 
the crisis.

“Trump’s ‘healthcare’ plan will 
bankrupt and kill millions of Amer-

icans,” warned Melanie D’Arrigo, 
executive director of the Campaign 
for New York Health, a single-pay-
er advocacy group. “We can elimi-
nate the private insurance industry, 
and save $650 billion per year with 
Medicare for All—which would 
cover everyone, save families money, 
and include dental, vision, prescrip-
tions, and long-term care.”

On Sunday, Sen. Bill Cassidy 
(R-La.), went on “Face the Nation” 
in order to put some “meat on the 
bone” regarding direct payments and 
said his office was working closely 
with Trump’s White House on the 
proposal.

Essentially, what the Cassi-
dy-Trump plan would do is replace 

federal subsidies for inadequate 
health plans with high deductibles 
from private insurance giants with 
federal cash payments that people 
could only use to purchase—wait 
for it—inadequate health plans with 
high deductibles from private insur-
ance giants.

After Administrator for the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services Dr. Mehmet Oz, also on 
Sunday, played a similar card on 
behalf of the Trump administration 
by saying, “If you had a check in the 
mail, you could buy the insurance 
you thought was best for you,” im-
mediate pushback followed.

Warren Gunnels, a longtime pol-
icy advisor to Sanders in the Senate, 

was among those who slammed 
Oz’s efforts to deceive the American 
people by pushing the Trump ad-
ministration’s direct payments.

“If we had Medicare for All, 
everyone would have healthcare 
with no premiums, deductibles, or 
co-payments, and we’d save $650 
billion and 68,000 lives a year,” said 
Gunnels in response to Oz’s re-
marks. “If we gave cancer patients, 
at most, a check for $6,500 for a 
$150,000 treatment, they’d go bank-
rupt and die an early death.”

–=≈=–
Jon Queally is managing editor of 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
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“Paris is still 
a good idea.”

Lewis G. Harriman Jr.
(1916-2015)

Togetherness
One blaze of sunshine

In our cool woodland corner
Lasts us a lifetime!

Reading this for free and feeling guilty? 
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Ehrhart Responds to Carine
Dear Editor,

Contrary to Aaron Carine’s claim 
in your October 31st issue, I have nev-
er in my entire life said that Israel is 
“illegal” and “has no right to exist.” I 
defy Mr. Carine to find anything I’ve 
ever written that makes such claims. 
Quote me. Quote my words and iden-
tify their source. Come on. Prove me 
wrong. Mr. Carine can’t because he 
has simply invented these accusations 
against me.

Moreover, I am Dr. Ehrhart, but not 
“Prof. Ehrhart.” Or as he writes, “Prof. 
Earhart.” Indeed, as our Alleged Edi-
tor points out, Mr. Carine hasn’t even 
bothered to pay enough attention to 
spell my name correctly.

W. D. Ehrhart
Bryn Mawr, Pa.
W.D.:
This letter should have run in our paper 

of November 14th, but did not due to a 
workflow error. We apologize for the de-
lay.

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Genocide Continues—With Our Help
To the Editor:

The World Jewish Congress has 
given its highest recognition, the The-
odor Herzl Award, to Representative 
Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.), largely for 
her outspoken support for the state of 
Israel. Stefanik, honored at the most 
recent award ceremony, declared:

“I am proud to be one of the fore-
most champions of the Jewish people 
in the United States Congress, ensur-
ing Israel’s right to defend herself and 
fiercely opposing efforts by some of 
my colleagues to undermine it.”

But using starvation as a weapon of 
war cannot be justified as self-defense. 
Notably, at a January 13, 2024 press 
conference, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu remarked, “We 
provide minimal humanitarian aid… . 
If we want to achieve our war goals, we 
give the minimal aid.”

Moreover, in the Spring of 2024, the 
U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment and the State Department’s 
Bureau of Population, Refugees and 
Migration provided an assessment to 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 
which concluded that Israel was de-

liberately blocking deliveries of food 
and medical aid into Gaza.

The United States Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID) 
established the Famine Early Warn-
ing Systems Network (FEWS NET) 
in 1985, in response to famines in East 
and West Africa and a need for better 
warning of food crises.

FEWS NET regularly publishes 
updates on the Gaza Strip, such as its 
November 12, 2024, report titled, “If 
food supplies remain blocked, then 
Famine (IPC Phase 5) will most likely 
occur in North Gaza.”

Significantly, earlier this year Israel 
did not allow any humanitarian aid to 
enter the Gaza Strip for 77 days, from 
March 2nd until May 18th. This was 
after Israel destroyed Gaza’s fields, or-
chards, greenhouses and water infra-
structure.

As famine expert Alex de Waal 
observed: “I’ve been working on this 
field of famine, food crisis and human-
itarian action for more than 40 years, 
and there is no case, over those four 
decades, of such minutely engineered, 
closely monitored, precisely designed 
mass starvation of a population as is 
happening in Gaza today.”

This recent blockade is part of a 
much longer pattern: Israel’s restric-
tions on the movement of food into 
Gaza actually date back to 1991, well 
before Hamas came into power in 
2006. Government documents reveal 
that, between 2007 and 2010, Isra-
el deliberately reduced food imports 
into Gaza to what officials described 
as “minimal subsistence” levels.

Dov Weisglass, a senior advisor to 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, was 
quoted as saying the policy was “to 
put the Palestinians on a diet, but not 
to make them die of hunger.” Army 
officers actually devised mathemat-
ical formulas to calculate the specific 
amounts and types of food permitted 
for Gaza residents.

In Peter Beinart’s powerful 2025 
book, Being Jewish After the Destruction 
of Gaza, he observes that sacred texts 
and memories of persecution have 
been weaponized to legitimize the de-
struction of another people.

Beinart also explains that Judaism 
teaches that every human being pos-

sesses infinite worth because all people 
are made in God’s image. He contends 
that many treat the state of Israel as 
more important than the value of the 
people living within it—including 
Palestinians—thus violating this core 
Jewish principle.

According to Beinart, when loyalty 
to a state is placed above human life, it 
becomes a form of idolatry, since only 
people, not states, are sacred in Jewish 
tradition.

The awarding of honors should not 
silence the uncomfortable truth: poli-
cies that starve populations are grave 
violations of human dignity and inter-
national law. How long will the Unit-
ed States allow its allegiance to Israel 
to obstruct justice?

Terry Hansen
Grafton, Wisconsin 
Terry:
How long? As long as Israel keeps it up, 

apparently. 
The Editor

–=≈=–
350 New Hampshire Will Continue

To the Editor:
350.org has publicly announced 

temporary suspension of its Unit-
ed States-based programming, with 
significant layoffs to global staff. 350 
New Hampshire is deeply concerned 
for those whose lives were upended by 
these difficult decisions. 

350 New Hampshire will continue 
to carry out the mission of achieving a 
just transition to a sustainable future 
for everyone. 350NH is legally and fi-
nancially independent of 350.org, and 
as such not dependent on the national 
or global entities for local program-
ming and staffing. In New Hampshire, 
350NH will continue to end reliance 
on fossil fuels, ensure access to afford-
able clean energy, and hold polluters 
and politicians accountable. 

In the current challenging federal 
political landscape, much of the most 
meaningful and effective climate ac-
tion is happening at the state and local 
levels. 350NH is proud to be a mem-
ber of the 350 Network Council, a 
group of sixteen 350 affiliates who will 
continue to ensure that climate action 
in the U.S. moves forward. 

350NH works to stop the climate 
crisis by building grassroots support 

for a just transition to renewable en-
ergy and an end to fossil fuel use and 
expansion. We are a multigenerational 
movement of people fighting for clean 
energy, climate justice, and a future 
where everyone lives free of environ-
mental injustices. For more informa-
tion, visit 350nh.org. 

Rebecca Beaulieu
Communications Director, 350 

New Hampshire
Concord, N.H.
Rebecca:
It is dismaying, yet illuminating, that 

350.org has had to take this step. 
If its founder, Bill McKibben, had de-

voted his life, not to protect but to plunder 
the environment for raw materials to 
convert into meretricious, profitable, pol-
luting crap, he’d be able to afford a private 
jet, fly to COP 30 in Belem, and hobnob 
with fossil fuel lobbyists.

Our former governor, among many 
other glad-handers, loved to spout off 
about “The New Hampshire Way.” That 
term usually serves as code for “Main-
taining a Status Quo that Comforts the 
Comfortable and Afflicts the Afflicted.”

350 New Hampshire’s vow to contin-
ue working for “a sustainable future for 
everyone” is what “The New Hampshire 
Way” ought to be.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Nixon Looks Honorable in Comparison
Dear Editor:

The extreme behavior of Mr. Trump 
and his allies to prevent the full release 
of the DOJ’s files regarding the Ep-
stein affair and Trump’s involvement 
reminds me of the extreme actions 
Richard Nixon took to prevent the re-
lease of the tapes of his conversations 
within the Oval Office. The reason 
Nixon took such drastic actions to 
prevent the release of the tapes was 
because he knew exactly what was on 
those tapes and how devastating the 
consequences would be if they became 
public. Of course, we know what hap-
pened in that situation. 

As new information regarding the 
Epstein files is released, Mr. Trump 
is taking even more aggressive action 
to prevent the full release of the DOJ 

Epstein file. In a very strange move 
this week, Mr. Trump summoned 
Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) to 
the White House Situation Room 
to meet with him, Attorney Gener-
al Bondi, Deputy Attorney General 
Blanch and FBI Director Patel. Rep. 
Boebert was one of 4 Republicans who 
signed the petition to force the release 
of the DOJ files on Epstein. The meet-
ing took place after the swearing in of 
Rep. Adelita Grijalva (D-Ariz.), the fi-
nal signature needed on the petition to 
force the House to vote on the release 
of the DOJ files on Epstein. This raises 
the question as to why Rep. Boebert 
was summoned to an unusual secret 
meeting in the Situation Room, that 
is highly secure and without audiotap-
ing, with Trump and a number of high 
ranking members of the DOJ. Con-
sidering the timing and the very un-
usual nature of this meeting, it might 
be fair to consider the possibility that 
she was being pressured into removing 
her signature from the House Epstein 
file petition.

Like Nixon and the tapes, Mr. 
Trump is doing everything possible 
to prevent the release of the full DOJ 
Epstein file. And like Nixon, the rea-
son Mr. Trump is doing so is because 
he knows exactly what is in those files 
and what the consequences will be if 
they are released. Nixon knew what he 
said in the Oval Office and what was 
on the tapes, and Trump knows what 
he did with Mr. Epstein and what 
those files will reveal. History repeats 
itself in strange ways.

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
How well we remember those days. 

Nixon was scurrying around in the 
White House like the cornered rat he was, 
and several prominent Republican Sen-
ators, including Lowell Weicker of Con-
necticut and Howard Baker of Tennessee, 
were among those doing the chasing.

Of course, you also had the likes of Rep. 
Earl Landgrebe [R-Ind.], who famously 
said—on the morning of Nixon’s resig-
nation, no less—“Don’t confuse me with 
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the facts. I’ve got a closed mind. I will not 
vote for impeachment. I’m going to stick 
with my President even if he and I have 
to be taken out of this building and shot.”

Nowadays the Senate Republican 
Conference is Landgrebes, all the way 
down. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Jungle Law
To the Editor:

A journalist recently asked President 
Trump about legal authority to blow 
up Caribbean boats. He answered that 
authority comes from the fact illegal 
drugs kill people in America.

This shows that #47 does not rec-
ognize sources of authority other than 
his own right hand.

The President made no mention 
of statutory law, constitutional law, 
international law, treaty agreements, 
the Supreme Court, rules of engage-
ment… just his own peculiar brand of 
animal instinct. He must do it because 
“I alone can fix it.” 

Does it matter that innocent people 
die in this Latin American manhunt? 

Nope. Does it matter that the 
American people and their elected 
representatives have no say in the new 
system of rule by the king of the jun-
gle? Nope.

Is it sad that nobody else but he is 
smart enough to get things done? Yes, 
it is very sad.

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
You know what’s really sad?
News organizations that sanewash 

the gibberish coming out of the mouth of 
a draft-dodging, bankrupt felon, thereby 
prolonging the national embarassment 
that is his presidency.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Sovereign Immunity is NOT JUSTICE!
To the Editor: 

Sovereign Immunity was never an 
original U.S. Constitution privilege for 
anyone. It was a handout case, given, 
many defense attorneys have argued 
for decades, wrongly, by U.S. Supreme 

Court judges who were still indoctri-
nated with “Royalist” ideology. The 
11th Amendment did not solve the 
injustice.

It allows bad actors freedom to 
abuse their government stations, titles, 
and positions of power. All of them 
have immunity, elected or not.

[At this point Mr. Frost rather cava-
lierly throws in what appear to be three 
quotations, without making any effort 
to 1) connect them to what we suppose is 
his argument; or, 2) adhere to commonly 
accepted norms of punctuation. We toler-
ate these irregularities in this case because 
1) Mr. Frost has, in the past, stood up for 
the principle of jury nullification, and 2) 
he appears to be teasing an entry into the 
race for the 2nd Congressional District. 
– The Ed.]

“pay out only $475,000 because of a 
sovereign immunity cap after the jury 
listed only one “incident” of abuse on 
the verdict form.[”]

“Superior Court Judge Andrew 
Schulman previously ruled that no 
reasonable jury could have found few-
er than 116 incidents after a civil trial 
that lasted about a month last year.” 

“Deane argued that “incident” 
should be viewed through the perspec-
tive of the injured victim and be “fairly 
balanced” against the immunity cap, 
which was signed into law in 1985.”

The government can be insured, just 
like companies, against the risk of bad 
actors committing crimes against hu-
manity while doing their work.

I am exploring [an entry into the 
race for] the 2nd [U.S. Congressional 
District].

Jeff Frost
Alexandria, N.H.
Jeff:
Fair warning: in future, letters as slop-

py as this one will rapidly find a (tempo-
rary) home in the Round File.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Pomp for the Pompous
Dear Editor:

Trump mustered high pomp for 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman’s visit: military officers on 
horseback with Saudi and American 

flags, military band music, and F-35 
flyovers. Trump will need Congres-
sional approval to sell F-35 fighter 
jets to the Saudis. But he’s shown that 
he doesn’t care about such rules. His 
toadying Republican Congress will let 
him, too.

Our President made light of the 
murder of Washington Post columnist 
Jamal Kashoggi. About Kashoggi, he’s 
now said, “A lot of people didn’t like 
that gentleman.” So his murder and 
dismemberment in the Saudi Consul-
ate in Istanbul doesn’t matter? Charlie 
Kirk (liked and disliked), murdered, 
mattered. No sympathy for journalist 
Kashoggi’s family and workmates?

In June 2018, Trump’s first term, 
“the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights published a 101-page report 
which held the State of Saudi Arabia 
responsible for Kashoggi’s ‘premedi-
tated extrajudicial execution’.” The ex-
ecution was ordered by Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Will 
Trump and the Crown Prince, this 
visit, privately agree extrajudicial mur-
der is okay? Easier? Now Trump has 
our Navy doing extrajudicial/no-evi-
dence-needed executions of crews on 
Venezuelan boats. Sink those boats. 
An NPR interview with an experi-
enced military person made the point 
that detained live crews provided use-
ful information during questioning. 
Trump’s way leaves dead crews—and 
no investigative leads.

Lynn Rudmin Chong
Sanbornton, N.H.
Lynn:
It’s all a little too obvious, isn’t it? Dead 

men tell no tales.
The Editor

–=≈=–
Dunning-Kruger Poster Child Writes…

To the Editor:
Listening to MSNBC’s Joe Scar-

borough call the Honorable Alabama 
Senator Tommy Tuberville, “igno-
rant,” is the height of displaying his 
own GUTLESS IGNORANCE!

As long as the U.S. Military is hir-
ing, NO YOUNG AMERICAN 
MAN, should be allowed to apply for 
nor receive “SNAP benefits” nor SEC-
TION 8, unless they fail a “MEPS” 
in-processing assessment test.

U.S. Senator Tuberville is correct!
You, “Jackass Jo” Scarborough, are 

wrong!
I was in the same circumstances, 35 

years ago, as these “SNAP RECIPI-
ENTS” are today and after one week 
of food stamps, I thank my lucky stars 
as I told myself, “I am not going to live 
like this! I am young and strong and 
it’s time to join the American military.”

It was the best decision I ever made 
and it gave me back a sense of pride, a 
sense of purpose and a unique oppor-
tunity as I became a Russian Linguist, 
graduating from the Monterey DLI 
school.

I served for almost 20 years.
I salute the Honorable Senator 

Tuberville and urge ALL lawmakers 
to pass NEW restrictions on ANY 
American man, applying for SNAP 
benefits and/or Section 8, to submit 
themselves for U.S. Military Service.

SNAP and SECTION 8, should 
be denied, if these American men are 
capable of carrying the burden of de-
fending our nation!

It’s time for some “tough love!” 
We need to STOP growing “vic-

tims” in our American society and 
START growing AMERICAN 
MEN, you lily-livered, slack-jawed 
f_____s!

Very Respectfully, 
CTI2 Jacques Porche, U.S.N Ret. 
Las Vegas, Nev.
Jacques:
You, Jacques, are wrong. 
We just Googled “list of the ten dumbest 

senators.” Here’s what we got:
“There is no official or objective list of 

the ‘ten dumbest senators,’ as intelligence 
is subjective and not measured by any of-
ficial metric for public officeholders.

“Media outlets, political pundits, and 
the public sometimes create subjective 
rankings based on gaffes, policy positions, 
or controversial actions. For example: 

“Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.) has been 
frequently cited in recent years by various 
commentators and news outlets (such as 
The New Republic and MSNBC) as a 
potential candidate for ‘America’s dumbest 
senator’ due to his public statements and 
actions, particularly regarding military 
affairs.”

You say you enlisted 35 years ago, or 
about the year 1990. Are you sure? We 

ask because Robert F. McNamara’s “Proj-
ect 100,000,” which drafted more than 
300,000 poor schmucks who couldn’t pass 
the usual battery of tests, was shut down 
in 1971. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Now It’s the Center for Disease Causation?
Dear Editor:

Earlier this week a CDC website 
dedicated to “Autism and Vaccines” 
was updated to suggest there is a caus-
al relationship between autism and 
vaccines. There is no such relationship.

The new language on the website 
now states, “Vaccines do not cause 
autism is not an evidence-based claim. 
Scientific studies have not ruled out 
the possibility that infant vaccines 
contribute to the development of au-
tism.”

For those not familiar as to how ep-
idemiological studies work, this might 
sound rather frightening. Epidemio-
logical studies can never rule out the 
possibility of any exposure causing a 
negative outcome. You cannot prove 
a negative. The statement noted above 
could be said about anything. Scientif-
ic studies have not ruled out the possi-
bility of having a pet, or drinking milk 
or eating pasta or anything else does 
not cause autism. However, dozens of 
studies from real scientists across the 
globe have found no causal associa-
tion between childhood vaccines and 
autism.

The wording contained in this up-
dated website statement would never 
be written by a trained scientist, espe-
cially not an epidemiologist. In fact, 
RFK Jr. told the New York Times that 
he personally ordered the language 
change. Kennedy has no academic or 
clinical background in medicine, sci-
ence, or public health.

Dr. Demeter Daskalakis, the former 
head of the CDC’s National Center 
for Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases, who resigned earlier this 
year, stated that “The weaponization of 
the voice of CDC is getting worse. Do 
not trust this agency. This is a national 
embarrassment.”

This is much more than a national 
embarrassment, it is a serious threat to 
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incidentally render the “Police song” 
at the Court of King Jollyboy, Jan. 
1st and 2d.

Raymond Sickra, a barber of Bid-
deford, was out with his broncho 
on Thanksgiving day, or rather, the 
broncho was out with Sickra, for he 
ran away and Sickra was thrown out 
against a tree, and severely injured. 
But then, barbers like close shaves.

One Kelly of Saco had some 
trouble with a boy named Sawyer 
six years ago, and has waited for 
a meeting and satisfaction all this 
time. They met Thanksgiving day, 
and Kelly insisted on a fight. He got 
it and now wishes he had satisfied 
his wrath when Sawyer was a boy, 
for the latter gave him a thrashing.

The man who knew how the 
election would go might have made 
millions.

M. de Lesseps, it is said, threatens 
unpleasant revelations unless the 
Credit Foncier helps him float the 
Panama canal loan.

The New Hampshire Gazette
December 6, 1888

NEW YORK, Dec. 6 – Helen 
G. Bishop sues for divorce from her 
husband, Washington Irving Bish-
op, the mind reader, on the ground 
of adultery.

BALTIMORE, Md., Dec. 6 – 
Gov. Jackson last night made a curi-
ous mistake. In fixing the date of the 
hanging of Isaac Keenan, convicted 
of the murder of John Holly last 
July, he first thought of Feb. 22, but 
that being Washington’s birthday he 
decided to make it a week later. At 
the time he had a calendar of 1888 
before him, and running his finger 
down the column fixed upon Feb. 
29. Eighteen hundred and eighty-
nine not being a leap year there is 

no Feb. 29, and some legal compli-
cations may ensue. The date as sent 
last night was changed to March 1st.

CHARLESTON, W.VA., DEC. 
7 – A United States revenue officer 
discovered an illicit still Wednesday 
at Cedar Creet, Wyoming County, 
and after some fighting succeeded 
in arresting three brothers named 
Payne. They were the terror of the 
section, and had defied the officers. 
They will be brought here tomorrow 
and jailed for trial.

NEWARK, N.J. – Dec. 9 – Bish-
op Starkey has selected a commis-
sion to enquire into the rumor of 
gross immorality on the part of Rev. 
C.B. Perry, late rector of the Home 
of Prayer in this city.
ROME, Dec. 14 – There is a sensa-
tion caused by the Pope [Leo XIII] 
refusing to bless the medals and reli-

public health and puts people’s lives 
at risk. Unfortunately, Kennedy and 
his anti-vaccine agenda add to the 
confusion and fear among parents. 
Many might decide against having 
their children properly immunized 
against a host of potential deadly 
diseases. This is a national public 
health emergency.

Rich DiPentima, RN, MPH
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
It is a shocking thing to contemplate: 

the CDC was created by the 79th Con-
gress to support the nation’s good health. 
Now that [string of gratuitous insults 
deleted] has put [second string of gra-
tuitous insults, more vile than the first, 
deleted] in charge of it, it seems to be 
bent on killing us. 

As a layperson, the editor finds this 
situation extremely upsetting. We can 
only imagine the chagrin a health 
professional like yourself must be expe-
riencing. As an editor, though, accus-
tomed to taking the long—in our case, 
very long—view, we have to ask, is it 
really that shocking?

Our health care system as a whole is 
killing us, and draining our finances in 
the process.

Our automotive industry—at least 
until that pest Nader started med-
dling—was knocking us off in whole-
sale lots!

Our food industry seems quite obliv-
ious to the deleterius effects of the food-
like products it cranks out.

Let’s face it: so long as Milton Fried-
man’s diktat hold sway—the corpo-
ration’s sole responsibility is to jack up 
quarterly profits for insatiably greedy 
shareholders—it’s open season on 
Americans.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Our Retro-President
To the Editor:

Let us not claim the current pres-
ident cannot think long-term—he 
does. Unfortunately, while most 
world leaders are looking forward, 
the president is looking backward. 
He seems to believe that America 
was great during the 19th Centu-
ry, when slavery still existed in the 

United States and only white men 
could vote; a period when women 
and children were considered prop-
erty and had no rights other than 
those bestowed upon them by the 
man of the family.

It is hard to believe that this coun-
try is better off headed by a person 
living two hundred years in the past. 
No wonder the president is unable 
to determine whether grocery prices 
are climbing or falling—he doesn’t 
know what a grocery store is. He 
doesn’t understand fuel prices—af-
ter all, we were using wood stoves 
for heating and whale oil for light-
ing. He cares nothing for the SNAP 
program recipients or for the home-
less—after all, the poor should be 
imprisoned or, at the very least, be 
residing in workhouses. Certainly, 
he is not a man for our times.

Lorraine L. Hansen
Rollinsford, N.H.
Lorraine:
Exactly. 
Here’s a little-known fact: William 

F. Buckley used to have a home in 
Hopkinton, New Hampshire. It was 
an undistinguished brown ranch, set 
on a large, fairly flat lot, with a long, 
winding, paved driveway. On either 
side of the drive were perhaps twenty 
of the most ridiculous trees this state 
has ever seen. What species they were, 
we cannot say. They were unnaturally 
uniform. Their trunks were straight, 
branchless, and perhaps six inches in 
diameter. Perhaps ten feet up, they 
sported dense, round crowns of green 
foliage. They looked like so many over-
grown lollipops. 

This was in the late 1980’s, a couple 
of years before the editor snagged the 
rights to this newspaper; he was work-
ing as an assistant to a contractor then. 
That contractor said Buckley told him 
that the reason this house had two com-
plete, separate heating systems was that 
he’d rather waste money on a redun-
dant boiler than pay taxes to the IRS.

We bring up this ancient history be-
cause we can’t help it, and because we’re 
about to cite the quintessential Buckley 

quote: “A conservative is someone who 
stands athwart history, yelling Stop, 
at a time when no one is inclined to do 
so, or to have much patience with those 
who so urge it.”

Buckley claimed to be a conservative, 
but there’s a term that fits him better. 
He really was a reactionary, and, like 
Trump, it was his burning desire to 
drag us back into the past.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Let’s Unleash Putin on Europe!
To the Editor:

Trump’s proposed sweetheart 
peace deal with Russia is beyond 
embarrassing.

Trump clearly favors totalitarian 
Russia rather than democratic Eu-
rope. His 28-point peace plan tilts 
heavily in favor of Putin’s interests 
and treats Europe like its security 
interests don’t exist.

No wonder Europe has joined 
Zelensky in condemning the pro-
posed plan.

How many times does Trump 
have to express his admiration for 
authoritarian rulers in Turkey, Hun-
gary, Russia, and China or his desire 
to see Democrat Congressional mil-

itary vets in jail or dead before this 
country wakes up?

For any American who got past 
5th grade, all this is a clear signal 
that our President loves person-
al power more than representative 
government, lethality more than 
righteousness, and cruel, godless 
dictators more than humanitarian 
servant leaders.

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
Was there ever any doubt?
The Editor

–=≈=–
Nit-Picking 101

To the Editor; 
I’m afraid I have to bring up the 

Middle East again. Referring to 
the United Nations plan to parti-
tion Palestine into Jewish and Arab 
states, the Gazette writes “The UN 
calls for cramming 70 percent of 
Palestine’s population—Arabs—
onto 44 percent of the land, so 30 
percent—the Israelis—can occupy 
it.”

The partition plan didn’t cram 
anyone onto anywhere. The pro-
spective Jewish state would have 
had 397,000 Arabs, and no one was 

telling them to leave. Making a case 
through straw men is often a sign 
that people don’t have confidence 
in their position. The complaint that 
Jews got over half the land when 
they were one-third of the popu-
lation lacks force since Jews were 
a majority in the area consigned to 
them, and for a Jewish state to be vi-
able it had to have a large share. 

We know why Arabs found par-
tition difficult to accept. Some may 
think that Jews would have expelled 
Arabs even if there had been a 
peaceful transition to statehood—I 
don’t—and some may think Zion-
ism turned out badly in practice—I 
do—but readers should get an ac-
curate account of what the United 
Nations was trying to do in 1947.

Aaron Carine
Dover, N.H. 
Aaron:
There are, no doubt, more ways 

than one to look at “what the United 
Nations was trying to do in 1947.” 
What’s more, there is little doubt in our 
mind[s] that you are more well-versed 
in the topic that we are.

Nevertheless, we can confidently 
state that whatever the UN was try-
ing to do in 1947 was inconsequential, 
next to what the Israelis did. And much 
of that was indefensible.

The Editor
–=≈=–
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Better Old News Than New Lies

Redefining Progress

from previous page

The Avenue of Truth
“Truth is a very peculiar avenue to walk along.”

Pvt. Cartwell Gettig
148th Pennsylvania Volunteers

(from “The Small Man” by Serge Bielanko)
It certainly is. Just the other day,
while strolling along that avenue,
I was nearly run over by White House
Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt,
who accused me of being either
a Hamas terrorist, an illegal immigrant,
or a violent criminal. Or perhaps
all three. I barely managed to jump
out of the way as she blew by, traveling
at the speed of darkness, something
ugly and evil riding shotgun.

These days, in fact, you really need
to be on guard whenever you venture
out in public, the Avenue of Truth
being anywhere and everywhere
you dare to walk, and everywhere
controlled these days by shameless
liars who would just as soon leave you
bleeding in the street like roadkill
as ever admit they actually know
what truth is, but just don’t care,
so intoxicating the desire for power.

After all, dishonesty personified
occupies the Whitewash House,
which only goes to show that crime
does pay, and honesty is not
the best policy, no matter what
your mother tried to teach you.
But when she said you need to
look both ways before you cross
the street, I hope you were paying
attention because the liars are ever
and always eager to run you down.

– W.D. Ehrhart

by Jim Hightower

Oh, thank goodness for Donald 
Trump!

As millions of families struggle 
with the ever-rising price of gro-
ceries, The Donald is bragging that 
his economic policies have miracu-
lously lowered prices, just in time for 
Thanksgiving. As proof, he points 
to Walmart, America’s largest food 
marketer, boasting that it cut the 
price of its “complete Thanksgiving 
dinner package” by a whopping 25 
percent from a year ago! “That’s a 
tremendous number,” Trump ex-
claimed.

But wait—before we swallow that 
whole, let’s peek inside Walmart’s 
dinner package to see what’s in 
there… and what’s not. Sure enough, 
using a trick called “shrinkflation,” 
the corporate giant has quietly re-
moved basic Thanksgiving items 
that were in last year’s package, in-
cluding cornbread mix, sweet pota-
toes, and pie. Then, it shrank the size 
of the servings of other items, such 
as cranberries and soup.

By shorting the food in each 
package, this year’s Walmart dinner 
actually costs more than last year’s. 
How tremendous is that?

Yet (like his wrecking ball demo-
lition of the White House) Trump 
keeps trying to destroy the very idea 
of presidential honesty. He now 
rants that there is no affordability 
crisis in America. It’s “a complete 
CON JOB” by the media, he barks, 
consumer prices are “tumbling 
down,” we have “the greatest econ-
omy in history.” People should stop 
complaining and be grateful!

The problem for politicians who 
peddle such lies is that people’s ev-
eryday life experiences instantly re-
veal the huckster’s deception. Even 
for MAGA believers, it must be 
hard to give thanks for a president 
who demands praise for helping 
one of his profiteering backers scam 
millions of working-class families, 
who’re just trying to put food on 
their tables. 

–=≈=–
Populist author, public speaker, and 
radio commentator Jim Hightower 
writes “The Hightower Lowdown,” 
a monthly newsletter chronicling 
the ongoing fights by America’s or-
dinary people against rule by pluto-
cratic elites. Sign up at Hightow-
erLowdown.org.

–=≈=–

by Jean Stimmell

Driving to an early morning appointment in 
Boston, my son and I got mired in rush-

hour traffic made worse by an accident: the trip 
took over 2 1/2 hours. Miles of backed-up cars, 
holding their passengers hostage in exhaust-pol-
luted paralysis, the opposite of the sparkling air 
and open spaces we left behind in Northwood. 

It was the final straw for me. What an idiot-
ic way to live. In that instant, I saw how absurd 
our modern world has become. In my mind, the 
main villain is our blind devotion to progress. It is, 
without doubt, our secular religion, preaching that 
our lives are always a one-way escalator of upward 
mobility, that the future will always be better than 
what we have now. 

While I agree that progress has brought us eco-
nomic prosperity, it now threatens to lead us down 
a dead-end path that Trump is treading. The evi-
dence is clear everywhere: here’s just what was in 
the Washington Post on the day I wrote this. 

“[Scientists] are revealing hidden ways that 
thriving populations of many plants and ani-
mals—including wolves, bats, birds and trees—
underpin humanity’s well-being. They are 
learning that without saving nature, we cannot 
save ourselves.”⁠ 1

Meanwhile, in another section, the paper notes 
how Trump is boycotting the 30th Annual UN 
Climate Conference, where scientists are pleading 
for the world to take action before it is too late:

“For President Donald Trump, little of this 
matters. He had denounced climate action as a 
‘con job,’ wants to expand drilling for oil and gas 
off the U.S. coast, and has campaigned against the 
green policies of other Western countries.

No doubt, this Western vision of progress has 
spurred spectacular economic growth, technologi-
cal advance, and material abundance. But today—
as I witnessed with my own two eyes—we have 
reached the tipping point where the costs—eco-
logical, psychological, and moral—outweigh the 
gains. 

In response, thinkers across disciplines are pro-
posing a new vision of progress, one that does not 
reject modernity but redefines it. The premise is 
simple: if the fossil-fuel-driven lifestyle has pro-
duced both prosperity and planetary peril, things 
must change. Rather than continuing to encour-
age folks to get rich and accumulate more toys, 
we will have to learn how to measure progress in 
new ways that promote well-being, resilience, and 

ecological balance. 
No longer can we deny the damage that the 

forces of progress are causing: destabilizing the 
Earth’s climate, depleting resources, and eroding 
local cultures. Carbon emissions, once a symbol of 
vitality, are now recognized as the main driver of 
global warming, with consequences that threaten 
human existence. 

Furthermore, economic growth, rather than 
helping eliminate inequality and social isolation, 
has made them worse. Why does progress have 
to mean endless growth? Why couldn’t progress 
instead reflect our ability to adapt and sustain the 
web of life on which all prosperity ultimately de-
pends?

Evidence suggests that such a shift is not only 
necessary but also achievable. Nations with high 
human development and lower material through-
put—such as Finland, Denmark, Sweden, and 
Norway—demonstrate that well-being can be 
decoupled from high emissions. 

Cities are beginning to reimagine mobility 
around public transit, cycling, and walkability. Ag-
ricultural systems are experimenting with regen-
erative methods that rebuild soil and biodiversity. 
These initiatives point toward a model of progress 
compatible with planetary boundaries. 

For generations, progress has meant expansion, 
conquest, and novelty. Rethinking it with a focus 
on restraint and balance requires a moral imagi-
nation on par with our technological skills. If we 
could only acknowledge that endless growth on a 
finite planet is impossible, it might signal not the 
end of progress but its maturing. However, for this 
to happen, it must include a crucial psychological 
element:

A crucial flaw in our deification of progress is 
our refusal to recognize that loss is an unavoidable 
component of everyday life. According to An-
dreas Reckwitz, a professor at Humboldt Univer-
sity, it is a fatal flaw in “liberal politics to promise 
ever-greater well-being, expectations of rising liv-
ing standards and expanding self-realization. The 
ideal of modern society is freedom from loss. This 
denial is Western modernity’s foundational lie.” ⁠2

With a nod to a basic truth in psychotherapy, 
he issues a warning that helps explain the rise of 
MAGA: “If politics continues to promise end-
less improvement, it will fuel disillusionment and 
strengthen populisms that thrive on betrayed ex-
pectations. But if we can learn to articulate a more 
holistic narrative—one that acknowledges loss, 
confronts vulnerability, redefines progress, and 

pursues resilience—we can turn over a new leaf.”⁠ 3
If we don’t turn over a new leaf, catastrophe 

awaits: Just as a meteor wiped out the dinosaurs, 
our obsession with progress may seal our fate.

–=≈=–
1 washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/
interactive/2025/frog-apocalypse-fungus-ma-
laria-mosquitoes
2 nytimes.com/2025/10/05/opinion/west-eu-
rope-america-lost.html
3 Ibid. 

–=≈=–
Jean Stimmell lives in Northwood.

quaries sent to Rome by Irish priests, 
who intended them for distribution 
in Ireland. The Pope sternly said: 
“I cannot bless them. The people 
of Ireland are disobedient. They 
seem to prefer the gospel of Dillon 
and O’Brien to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.”

AMSTERDAM, Dec. 9 – 
During a meeting today to consider 
a project for the erection of a statue 
of the Pope, 600 socialists gained ad-
mission and a fight ensued between 
Catholics and socialists. All the fur-

niture in the hall was smashed. The 
police were compelled to fire, and 
several rioters were wounded. Many 
arrests were made. Great agitation 
continues throughout the city.

Maggie Hamblin of Manches-
ter is a widow, and claims that T.J. 
O’Donnell, pension claim agent of 
that city, has been too attentive to 
her for a married man. When she 
learned that he had a family she vis-
ited his office and made things very 
lively, and was rewarded by being 
locked up at the station house.

At Elco, Ill., two men settled a 
grudge over a woman, on the church 

steps, on Sunday morning, seven 
shots being fired. Both men will die.

At Herkimer, N.Y., flagman 
Walker of the New York Central 
saved the lives of two girls on the 
track, but was himself crushed to 
death.

While Henry Murphy, a drug 
clerk of Fall River, Mass., was mix-
ing medicines they exploded, setting 
fire to the store, and he lost his life.

Dr. Ashton Talbot, twenty-three 
years old, of Philadelphia, receives 
$100,000 by the death of Mrs. 
Anna M. Locken, aged eighty years, 
to whom he had been engaged to be 
married over two years. It was the 
entire estate.

Chief of Police Hubbard says the 

anarchists shall never again parade 
in the streets of Chicago as long as 
he is the chief.

A new gasometer with a capacity 
of 120,000 cubic feet has just been 
finished at Concord. [Still standing, 
the Concord Gas Light Company Gas-
holder House was listed on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places in 2018. 
Efforts to preserve it continue. – The 
Ed.]

The New Hampshire Gazette
December 13, 1888

–=≈=–
Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers 
from which the items above were 
excerpted. – The Ed.

–=≈=–

Trump and Walmart 
Make a Hash of 
Thanksgiving Dinner
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, December 2Monday, December 1Sunday, November 30 Wednesday, December 3 Thursday, December 4 Friday, December 5 Saturday, December 6

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

“Salt is what 
makes things taste bad 
when it isn’t in them.” 

- unknown

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

Tuesday, December 9Monday, December 8Sunday, December 7 Wednesday, December 10 Thursday, December 11 Friday, December 12 Saturday, December 13

Madore 
Electric
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Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401
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2006—The “Justice” Department 
fires eight prosecutors for failing to 
persecute enough Democrats.
1995—France is virtually paralyzed 
when 1.75 million workers protest 
global exploitation.
1993—The Department of Energy 
admits it conducted more than 200 
secret weapons tests.
1987—A disgruntled ex-employee 
shoots a Southwest Airlines pilot and 
co-pilot. The plane breaks up while 
diving at Mach 1.2, killing all aboard.
1985—After R. Reagan overrules 
their warnings—it’s illegal to sell arms 
to Iran and give the profits to assas-
sins—Cap Weinberger and George 
Schultz joke about jail visiting hours.
1975—Indonesia invades East Timor; 
200,000 are killed with U.S.-supplied 
weapons over the next 24 years.
1964—Japan bestows the Order of 
the Rising Sun on Gen. Curtis Le-
May, whose fire-bombing of that 
nation during WW II probably killed 
half a million Japanese.
1961—At Peterson Field, Colo., 
MPs hold civilians at gunpoint as 
CIA-trained Tibetan commandos are 
smuggled aboard a C-124.
1941—Japan attacks Pearl Harbor.
1910—The Revolutionary Avengers, 
a band of Polish anarchists, stick up a 
freight train for 7,000 roubles.
1874—Angered by a Black sheriff’s 
election, whites in Vicksburg, Miss. 
begin a month-long slaughter of 150-
300 Black men, women, and children.

2016—Trump spox Scottie Nell 
Hughes—pro-gun despite a brother, 
aged eight, lost to an armed 12-year-
old—says “There’s no such thing, 
unfortunately, anymore, of facts.” [sic]
1999—Anarchists cancel a World 
Trade Organization meet in Seattle.
1974—Rep. Wilbur Mills (D-Ark.) 
appears onstage at Boston’s Pilgrim 
Theater with stripper Fanne Foxe.
1972—Nixon spokesdrone Ron Zei-
gler says with a mere 27,000 Amer-
icans left risking their lives in Viet-
nam, the White House will no longer 
update the nation on withdrawals.
1965—Defense Secretary Robert 
Strange McNamara offers LBJ two 
Vietnam options: get out now, or 
go all-in, suffering 1,000 KIAs per 
month and perhaps losing anyway.
1961—Liberal hearthrob JFK OKs 
plan for terror attacks against Cuba.
1954—Failing to clear the summit 
by 500 feet, a DC-3 crashes on N.H.’s 
Mount Success. All seven aboard sur-
vive the crash, but only five survive 
two freezing nights at the crash site.
1954—Liz Hodges of Sylacauga, Ala. 
is bruised by an eight-pound meteorite 
that busts through her roof.
1835—A “hack writer,” in William 
Faulkner’s view, “who would not 
have been considered fourth rate in 
Europe,” is born: Samuel L. Clemens.
1812—Bombastic and disorganized 
Gen. A. “Apocalypse” Smyth orders 
his men to invade Canada. They turn 
their weapons on his tent; he flees.

2020—In Wuhan, China, “Patient 
Zero” begins developing symptoms.
2017—Top Trump aide General Mi-
chael Flynn does the perp walk. 
2007—Presidential candidate Rudy 
Giuliani, at Federal Cigar in Ports-
mouth, refuses to autograph a New 
Hampshire Gazette for counterman 
Dave McNicholas, but agrees to sign 
a photo of himself—which he takes 
with him when he leaves.
2003—Howard Dean, leading the 
pack in polling, tells Chris Matthews 
he’ll “break up the giant media enter-
prises;” giant media enterprises soon 
label Dean “unelectable.” 
1969—The U.S. Selective Service ef-
fectively guts the anti-war movement 
by instituting a draft lottery.
1968—The Walker Commission 
reports that the Chicago PD rioted 
during the Democratic Convention.
1964—Lured to J. Edgar Hoover’s 
FBI office with hints of reconciliation, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. is shown in-
stead he’s under illegal surveillance.
1955—On a bus in Montgomery, 
Ala., Rosa Parks changes the world.
1842—Secretary of War John C. 
Spencer’s son Philip, 19, a midship-
man aboard the USS Somers, along 
with two sailors, and without benefit 
of court martial, is hanged for mutiny.
1777—Friedrich Wilhelm von Steu-
ben lands in Portsmouth, N.H. from 
France, en route to Valley Forge, where 
he will turn George Washington’s dis-
organized rabble into a trained army.

2020—Roger Stone says that to help 
steal the election, North Korean boats 
brought bogus ballots into the U.S. 
through harbors in Maine.
1986—Pres. Ronald Reagan says he 
can’t remember what he knew about 
Iran-Contra, or when he knew it.
1984—Union Carbide’s Bhopal, In-
dia plant kills 16,000. Union Carbide 
is forced to pay $14,000 in fines.
1980—Lyndon LaRouche’s Exec-
utive Intelligence Review breaks the 
story of the “October Surprise.”
1980—U.S.-backed death squads 
murder four nuns in El Salvador.
1956—Granma lands 82 rebels in 
Cuba. Only 12 make it to the Sierra 
Maestra, but that is enough.
1954—The Senate votes 67-22 to 
“condemn” Joe McCarthy. Among 
the “Noes”: Styles Bridges [R-N.H.].
1949—The U.S.A.F. asks GE work-
ers at Hanford, Wash. to turn off air 
filters for a test. Oops—twice the in-
tended amount of radiation gets out.
1946—In Oakland, 100,000 hold a 
General Strike. Two days later Team-
ster boss Dave Beck sells them out.
1943—The USS Sailfish, formerly 
the Squalus, sinks the Japanese carrier 
Chuyo near Truk. Aboard Chuyo are 
21 survivors from the USS Sculpin, 
which had aided in the 1939 rescue of 
the Squalus; only one of them survives.
1942—Leo Szilard says to Enrico 
Fermi, after their atomic pile in Chi-
cago achieves a self-sustaining chain 
reaction, it’s a “black day in … history.”

2013—In Londonderry, N.H., failed 
Senate nominee Scott Brown says “I 
don’t think I ever said I was thinking 
about running for president,” 16 weeks 
after telling the Boston Herald he was 
thinking about running for president.
2004—George W.[MD] Bush nomi-
nates Bernard Kerik [later to be known 
as Federal Inmate 84888-054] to be 
Secretary of Homeland Security.
1996—A New York company making 
Medals of Honor is fined $80,000 for 
selling 300 bootleg copies.
1983—U.S. Information Agency 
head Charles Z. Wick says Margaret 
Thatcher opposed the invasion of Gre-
nada because she’s a woman.
1980—Secretary of State Al Haig 
says four Maryknoll nuns recently 
murdered by Salvadoran death squads 
may have been gun-runners.
1979—Fans stampede at a Who con-
cert in Cincinnati, 11 die.
1969—Protesters destroy files at eight 
N.Y. draft boards.
1966—The AEC explodes a .38 kilo-
ton A-bomb 10 miles west of Purvis, 
Miss., inside an underground cavity 
created by a 5 kiloton A-bomb blast 
conducted two years earlier.
1964—In Berkeley, 600 police arrest 
800 protesters; 900 faculty members 
call for amnesty.
1888—“The citizen … is trampled … 
beneath an iron heel. Corporations…
are fast becoming the people’s mas-
ters,” noted Commie Grover Cleve-
land warns in his State of the Union.

2016—To free the fictitious child sex 
slaves of the Democrat Party, Edgar 
Welch shoots up Comet Ping Pong 
in Washington D.C. with a real gun.
1993—R.I.P. Frank Zappa.
1982—Returning from a trip to Lat-
in America, President Reagan says, 
“I learned a lot. You’d be surprised. 
They’re all individual countries.”
1981—President Reagan OK’s CIA 
spying on U.S. citizens.
1979—French commandos “con-
vert to Islam,” then help the Saudi 
military drive rebels from Grand 
Mosque. The indiscriminate kill-
ing by these infidels enrages Osama 
bin Laden; the CIA concludes the 
episode is not a sign of widespread 
Islamic radicalism.
1969—Chicago cops, aided by the 
CIA, murder Black Panther security 
guard Mark Clark, then assassinate 
Fred Hampton, who’s been drugged.
1952—A “Great Smog” descends on 
London. So thick that moviegoers 
can’t see the screen, it persists all win-
ter and kills about 12,000.
1950—In Feres v. U.S., the Supreme 
Court rules that servicemembers 
can’t sue the U.S. for injuries.
1947—On orders from genial ol’ Ike, 
the Attorney General publishes a list 
of 51 “subversive organizations.”
1837—In the Arkansas State House, 
Speaker John Wilson and Joseph An-
thony employ Bowie knives during a 
debate on wolf bounties. The winner, 
Wilson, is later acquitted of murder.

2013—Ex-Senator Scott Brown says, 
in N.H., he’s been helping Republi-
cans “raise awareness as to the issues… 
here in Massachusetts.”
2002—At a party on Strom Thur-
mond’s 100th birthday, GOP Senate 
Majority Leader Trent Lott expresses 
regret over desegregation.
2001—A B-52, sent the wrong co-or-
dinates, bombs U.S. Special Forces in 
Afghanistan, killing three.
1996—Federal Reserve Chair Green-
span warns: “irrational exuberance” 
may have inflated stock prices.
1994—The GOP rams Speaker Gin-
grich down the House’s throat.
1988—A Grand Jury in N.C. indicts 
“holy” man Jim Bakker on charges of 
fraud and conspiracy. 
1965—An A-4 Skyhawk accidental-
ly rolls off the USS Ticonderoga near 
Japan. Plane, pilot, and one-megaton 
B43 H-Bomb are still missing.
1960—The Supreme Court rules that 
restaurants in interstate bus stations 
can no longer be segregated.
1955—The CIO, red-baited into irrel-
evancy anyway, merges with the AFL.
1955—“Uppity Negroes” in Mont-
gomery, Ala., boycott the municipal 
mass transit system.
1945—Navy Flight 19, five Grum-
man Avengers and 14 men, vanishes 
off Ft. Lauderdale. During the search 
for them, 13 more aviators disappear.
1894—Alabama repeals its child 
labor laws in a bid to entice a Massa-
chusetts textile corporation. It works.

1967—Chaplain Angelo “Charlie” 
Liteky carries 23 wounded men to 
safety in Vietnam despite intense hos-
tile fire. For his bravery he is given the 
Medal of Honor, which he returns in 
1986 to protest U.S. foreign policy.
1962—Speaking to journalists at the 
Deadline Club in New York City, 
Pentagon spokesman Arthur Sylves-
ter says “It’s [the] government’s right, 
if necessary, to lie to save itself when 
it’s going up into a nuclear war.”
1937—The Supreme Court rules poll 
taxes are Constitutional—why should 
Blacks and poor whites get to vote?
1933—Federal judge John M. Wool-
sey rules that Joyce’s Ulysses is not ob-
scene and therefore may be imported.
1929—In Les Cayes, Haiti, U.S. Ma-
rines fire at 1,500 Haitians protesting 
their presence, killing at least 12.
1928—In Cienega, Colombia, sol-
diers with machine guns open fire on 
workers striking against the United 
Fruit Company. At least 47, and possi-
bly several thousand, workers die,
1918—The U.S. War Department 
ceases shackling conscientious objec-
tors to the walls of solitary cells.
1917—The biggest pre-A-Bomb blast 
hits Halifax, N.S., when a munitions 
ship explodes: 1,600 die; and windows 
break 40 miles away.
1865—Georgia ratifies the Thir-
teenth Amendment, thus making 
slavery illegal—leaving a loophole for 
exploitable prisoners, though.
342—RIP Saint Nick.

2006—Congress votes to destroy the 
U.S. Postal Service by making it pre-
fund pensions for 50 years.
2004—Sec. of Defenselessness Don-
ald Rumsfeld tells disgruntled soldiers 
to quit bitching and go to war with the 
unarmored vehicles he gave them.
1993—Bill Clinton signs NAFTA, 
shipping umpteen jobs elsewhere.
1982—An anti-nuclear weapon pro-
testor, Norman D. Mayer threatens to 
blow up the Washington Monument 
with a dynamite-laden van. After ten 
hours, police shoot him dead. 
1976—A prop on the set of “The Six 
Million Dollar Man” is found to be 
the mummified remains of Elmer 
McCurdy, born in Maine in 1880, 
hanged in Oklahoma in 1911.
1972—United Flight 553 crashes in 
Chicago killing 45 people including 
E. Howard Hunt’s wife Dorothy, who 
was carrying $10,000 in $100 bills.
1953—Good ol’ Ike announces At-
oms for Peace, leading to an Iranian 
nuclear program four years later.
1906—Ex-Senator Arthur Brown 
[R-Utah], a chronic philanderer, is 
fatally shot by an ex-mistress, whose 
fetus he had recently aborted.
1864—Pope Pius IX denounces liber-
alism, socialism, & rationalism.
1854—Pope Pius IX proclaims In-
effabilis Deus, the doctrine of the Im-
maculate Conception.
1793—Madame du Barry is guillo-
tined for aiding emigrés. Her enslaved 
servant Zamor blew the whistle.

2019—Leaked documents reveal that 
officials lied about the war in Afghani-
stan. Some profess to be shocked.
2008—The Governor of Illinois, 
Democrat Rod Blagojevich, is arrest-
ed for attempting to sell a Senate seat.
1983—Ed “Meese is a Pig” Meese 
says people go to soup kitchens be-
cause it’s “easier than paying.”
1970—Because he’s talking to Gen-
eral Al Haig, Henry Kissinger keeps 
it simple: “Kill anything that moves.”
1966—“We are in a much stronger 
position than two years ago. [Com-
mies] will not be able to succeed [in 
Vietnam],” says Sec. of State Rusk.
1960—Its pilot asleep, a B-52 rolls 
into a dive over N.Y state. Fearing a 
crash, the navigator ejects. That awak-
ens the pilot, who orders “Bail out!” 
The crewless, nukeless plane flies 100 
miles before crashing near Barre, Vt.
1959—The British government circu-
lates a memo ordering the destruction 
of all records of its colonial crimes.
1950—General D. “Dugout Doug” 
MacArthur proposes detonating 26 
A-bombs to create an impenetrable 
barrier across the Korean peninsula.
1949—Two of the Hollywood Ten, 
in prison, get company: ex-HUAC 
honcho J. Parnell Thomas [R-N.J.], 
convicted for padding Congressional 
payrolls and pocketing the cash.
1864—Hundreds of freedmen are 
drowned or enslaved after Union Gen. 
Jefferson C. Davis orders them aban-
doned at Emerson Creek, Ga.

2004—Gary Webb, the CIA-Con-
tra-drug reporter, gets two gunshots 
to the face. The coroner says, “suicide.”
1992—Sen. Bob Packwood (R-Ore.) 
admits he’s a groper but won’t resign.
1986—Boston-born film actress 
Susan Cabot is killed by a dwarf, her 
illegitimate son by King Hussein, to 
whom she was introduced by the CIA.
1976—In a memo to President-elect 
Carter, pollster Pat Caddell makes the 
case for a “permanent campaign.”
1971—The Senate, buying Wm. 
Rehnquist’s lie disavowing a letter 
supporting racial segregation, con-
firms him for the Supreme Court.
1969—Skipping the ceremony, Nobel 
Laureate Samuel Beckett OKs a TV 
interview. In it, he stands mute.
1967—Trying to lower the cost of 
natural gas, the U.S. government ex-
plodes an A-bomb in N.M.
1966—U.S. jets bomb Marines in 
Vietnam; 17 Marines and Navy med-
ics are euphemized as “friendly fire.”
1943—A year after learning the facts, 
the Polish government-in-exile re-
veals to the world that Nazis are “ex-
terminating” Jews. The world shrugs.
1937—G.P. Thompson gets the No-
bel for Physics for proving electrons 
are waves. His dad won it in 1906 for 
demonstrating that they’re particles.
1789—Moses Brown hires Samuel 
Slater, a Briton, to build the first U.S. 
textile mill, in Pawtucket. By poaching 
British technology and exploiting chil-
dren, Brown becomes filthy rich.

2006—President George W.[MD] 
Bush, on national TV, denies having 
ever been “a knee-walking drunk.”
2000—The Supreme Court hears ar-
guments in the matter of Bush v. Gore.
1998—President Clinton begs for-
giveness for his sins. Instead he gets 
three Articles of Impeachment.
1985—Veep George H.[H.]W. Bush, 
at a Manchester, N.H., dinner honor-
ing the late William Loeb, demeans 
himself by reading aloud Loeb’s most 
scurrilous attacks against him.
1981—Salvadoran troops, U.S.-fund-
ed, torture, murder, and rape 900 men, 
women, and children at El Mozote.
1964—As Ernesto “Che” Guevara 
speaks at the United Nations, a 3.5 
inch rocket launched from Queens 
falls harmlessly into the East River.
1960—Seeing at the last minute that 
JFK has his wife and kids with him, 
Belmont, N.H. resident Richard 
Pavlick defers his plan to crash into 
the President-elect’s car with his dy-
namite-laden Buick.
1951—A few days after slipshod coal 
dust removal techniques are approved 
by state inspectors, the New Orient 
mine in West Frankfort, Ill., blows 
up, killing 119 miners.
1917—Guilty of fighting back when 
Houston cops rioted in August, 13 
Black soldiers are hanged in unison.
1838—Hampton-born Charles Ath-
erton’s (D-N.H.) “gag rule” passes. It 
is now verboten to discuss in Congress 
any measure that would limit slavery. 

2006—The Portsmouth Herald mis-
quotes Sen. Barack Obama [D-Ill.], 
who, the day before, in Portsmouth, 
did not say, “The moral arc of the uni-
verse bends at the elbow of justice.”
2005— “I think we are welcomed [in 
Iraq],” says George W.[MD] Bush, 
“but it was not a peaceful welcome.”
2000—The Supreme Court selects 
George W.[MD] Bush to be #43.
1995—A Flag Protection Amend-
ment fails by three votes in the Senate.
1994—Freshmen Reps. of the new 
GOP majority fête Rush Limbaugh 
and make him an honorary Member at 
a raucus Heritage Foundation shindig.
1985—Arrow Air Flight 1285 crash-
es at Gander, killing 248 U.S. para-
troopers and eight crew. Islamic Jihad 
claims credit, which a sketchy U.S. 
investigation attempts to deny.
1984—Eight minutes after the end 
of his first execution, Alpha Otis Ste-
phens keeps breathing and moving. 
So, Georgia electrocutes him again.
1983—“New Trends in Missiles,” 
a Boston trade show, draws an anar-
chist’s entry; 1,000 cockroaches sym-
bolize the only winners of nuclear war.
1983—Nancy Reagan sits on Mr. T’s 
lap and kisses him on the scalp.
1950—Senator Joseph McCarthy 
(R-Bushmills) gives columnist Drew 
Pearson a kick in the groin.
1942—The Queen Mary, carrying 
11,339 GIs and crew, rolls 52° when 
hit by a rogue wave up to 90 feet high; 
55° and she would have capsized.

2009—Sen. Joe Lieberman [I-Conn.] 
nixes a Medicare public option.
2003—U.S. troops drag Saddam 
Hussein out of a hole in the ground, 
so final victory in Iraq must be immi-
nent. U.S. death toll so far: 547.
2000—Al Gore decides he’d rather be 
righteous than be president.
1988—In Texas, Ray Landry’s death 
is delayed 14 minutes when a tube falls 
from his arm and lethal chemicals 
spray across the room.
1978—An eager public finally gets its 
first Susan B. Anthony dollars.
1974—Defecting oceanographer Sla-
va Kurilov leaps from a Soviet cruise 
ship, swims for three days, and reaches 
the Philippines safely.
1966—20th Century-Fox pays Gov-
ernor Reagan $2 million for 290 acres 
in Malibu worth about $200K.
1954—Because he sold a house in a 
white Louisville neighborhood to a 
Black man, journalist Carl Braden is 
convicted of sedition.
1951—J. Edgar Hoover spooks Har-
ry S Truman into purging “disloyal” 
government workers.
1932—In the U.S. House, sporting 
goods store clerk Martin Kemmerer 
brandishes a .38 and demands the 
floor. Rep. Melvin Maas (R-Minn.) 
talks him into dropping the gun.
1864—Paraguay declares war on Bra-
zil; halving its own population.
1774—Paul Revere rides to Ports-
mouth to say imports of gunpowder 
and arms have been banned.
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