
The Fortnightly Rant

Warp Speed Entropy

Better Old News
to page two

Better Old News Than New Lies

U.S. Taxpayers to Fill In ‘Gaps’ When Other
Countries Embargo Israel Over Genocide

We are so old that we remem-
ber when the news was more 

than a litany of catastrophic policy 
decisions and constant scandals. Can 
you blame us for feeling a twinge of 
nostalgia?

On a recent, random, all-too-typ-
ical morning, in half an hour, on a 
now-defunded radio network, we 
learned that automotive fuel con-
sumption standards were being 
lowered, a federal health panel had 
voted to give hepatitis B a second 
chance to kill babies, and former 
frontline allies are being deported to 
face almost certain death.

Is this relentless series of destruc-
tive decisions just the inevitable 
result of handing the federal govern-
ment over to a cadre of right wing 
paranoids, grifting billionaires, and 
amoral apparatchiks? Or are these 
mugs just working for Putin? 

Unfortunately, the circumstantial 
case for the latter hypothesis seems 
the stronger of the two. The myste-
rious Mr. Epstein, his connections 
with Robert Maxwell, Maxwell’s 
access to Promis software and the 
KGB, Trump’s financial shenani-
gans, the opportunities for black-
mail… 

Will we ever get definitive proof 
if Putin is pulling Trump’s strings? 
Don’t hold your breath. What we 
do know is that he might as well 
be. A broken and degraded Amer-
ica makes Russia look stronger. He 
could hardly do a better job of that 
if he tried.

Speaking of questions, it has never 
been a simple matter to decide, how 
shall we kill people in an ethical 
manner? The Vatican’s struggle with 
that issue began more than a thou-
sand years ago. Kings and dictators 
have traditionally felt less contraint. 
Democracies, to avoid awkward 
public relations problems, like 
to have policies on paper.

As with so many other 
things—for example, “the 
weave,” the random utter-
ance of nonsensical sounds, 
used as a substitute for co-
herent speech—the current 
administration seems to be 
taking a more extemporaneous 
approach. Still, there is a through-
line. 

One of the first official acts of our 
bellicose, self-proclaimed Secretary 
of War was firing all the Pentagon’s 
top lawyers and replacing them with 
shills individuals on whom he can 
rely. How important was that move? 
He saw to it before his personal 
makeup room was installed. Con-
sidering that he was hired for his 
looks, that speaks volumes.

Among the new appointees was 
Hegseth’s personal lawyer, Timo-
thy Parlatore, who got the rank of 
Commander and the title of Spe-
cial Advisor. Parlatore has perhaps 
been best known for his expertise 
in defending members of the mili-

tary who have been accused of war 
crimes. Pardon our cynicism, but 
this does not seem coincidental.

It seems a bit strange, considering 
how many simulated murders the 
average American watches every 
day, but the public at large—outside 
the bounds of the MAGA cult, any-
way—still seems to feel ambivalent 
at best about the real thing.

This general public uneasiness 
about murder on the high seas seems 
to have created concern amongst 
the high and mighty. In place of 
Hegseth’s normal air of braggadocio, 
what we’re seeing now is a desperate 
game of pass the buck.

Who Will Own the Memory Hole?
If it weren’t for the First Amend-
ment, somebody would surely have 
sued CNN for its role in helping 
Donald Trump win the presidency 
in 2016. The network’s “all Trump, 
all the time” programming attracted 
enough eyeballs to reap $100 mil-
lion in extra revenue. In the process, 
the network gave the man with the 
golden elevator $2 billion worth of 
free advertising.

Ever the ungrateful churl, Trump 
lambastes CNN on a regular basis. 
Don’t worry, though. The president 
will get over his dyspepsia towards 
the network once he has installed his 
own lackeys in the C suite.

What? How can he do that? Well, 
apparently it’s easy once you appoint 
the right people.

Somewhere in the FCC rulebook, 
there’s probably a line or two that 
would stand in the way of a presi-
dent dictating terms to a media net-
work. If there is, Brendan Carr, the 
Chairman of the FCC, can’t seem to 
find it. Don’t fault Carr, though. He 
was too busy writing Project 2025’s 
chapter on telecommunications and 
correcting “media bias.”

So, who wants to be the lucky new 
media mogul? Larry Ellison, who 

already owns CBS, Paramount, 
and MTV, has reportedly told 
the White House he’ll make 
“major changes” at CNN if 
his offer succeeds.

Our Award-Winning President
This rant began with a lament 

over the rate at which things 
are going to hell. We’ll stick to 

our guns on that. One recent event 
even makes us wonder if the pace 
even may be accelerating. Last Fri-
day FIFA, soccer’s notoriously cor-
rupt governing body, tried to award 
Donald Trump a hoked-up “Peace 
Prize.” Like Napoleon crowning 
himself in 1804—or Vladimir Pu-
tin pocketing Robert Kraft’s Super 
Bowl ring in 2005—Trump grabbed 
it off the tray and awkwardly draped 
its ribbon around his own neck.

Miami… Nice
On a more serious and more posi-
tive note, Miami, long a Republican 
stronghold, elected a new mayor on 
Tuesday. Democrat Eileen Higgins 
clobbered her Trump-endorsed rival 
by a ratio of 60-40.

by Stephen Prager

A little-reported provision of the 
latest military spending bill 

would direct the U.S. to create a plan 
to fill the “gaps” for Israel whenever 
other nations cut off arms shipments 
in response to its acts of genocide in 
Gaza.

As Prem Thakker reported Mon-
day for Zeteo, the measure is “bur-
ied” more than 1,000 pages into the 
more than 3,000-page National De-
fense Authorization Act (NDAA), 
which is considered by lawmakers to 
be “must-pass” legislation and con-
tains a record $901 billion in total 
spending.

Republicans are shepherding 
the bill through the U.S. House of 
Representatives, where—as is the 
case with most NDAAs—it was ex-
pected to pass on Wednesday with 
Democratic support, even as some 
conservative budget hardliners re-
fuse to back it, primarily over its 
$400 million in military assistance 
to Ukraine.

Since the genocide began fol-
lowing Hamas’ attack on October 
7, 2023, the U.S. has provided more 
than $21.7 billion to Israel, includ-
ing hundreds of millions that have 
been supplied through NDAAs.

The new NDAA includes at least 
another $650 million to Israel, an 
increase of $45 million from the 
previous one, even though this is the 
first such bill to be introduced since 
the “ceasefire” that went into effect 
in October. This aid from the Penta-

gon comes on top of the $3.3 billion 
already provided through the State 
Department budget.

But this NDAA also contains an 
unprecedented measure. It calls for 
the “continual assessment of [the] 
impact of international state arms 
embargoes on Israel and actions to 
address defense capability gaps.”

The NDAA directs Secretary of 
Defense Pete Hegseth, Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio, and Director 
of National Intelligence Tulsi Gab-
bard to assess “the scope, nature, and 
impact on Israel’s defense capabili-
ties of current and emerging arms 
embargoes, sanctions, restrictions, 
or limitations imposed by foreign 
countries or by international orga-
nizations,” and “the resulting gaps 
or vulnerabilities in Israel’s security 
posture.”

As Drop Site News explains, “this 
means the U.S. would explicitly use 
federal law to step in and supply 
weapons to Israel whenever other 
countries cut off arms to halt Isra-
el’s ongoing violations across the 
region.”

“The point of this assistance, to be 
clear, is to make up for any identi-
fied insufficiencies Israel may have 
due to other countries’ embargoing 
it as a result of its ongoing genocide 
in Palestine,” Thakker wrote.

A similar provision appeared in a 
September version of the NDAA, 
which the House Armed Services 
Committee praised because it sup-
posedly “combats antisemitism”—
explicitly conflating a bias against 

Jewish people with weapons embar-
goes that countries have imposed 
to stop Israel from continuing its 
routine, documented human rights 
violations in Gaza.

Among the nations that have cut 
off weapons sales to Israel are Japan, 
Canada, France, Italy, and Spain. 
Meanwhile, other major backers, 
such as the United Kingdom and 
Germany, have imposed partial 
freezes on certain weaponry.

While official estimates from the 
Gaza Ministry of Health place the 
number of dead from Israel’s mili-
tary campaign at over 70,000, with 
more than 170,000 wounded, an 
independent assessment last month 
from the Max Planck Institute for 
Demographic Research in Germa-
ny and the Center for Demograph-
ic Studies in Spain found that the 
death toll “likely exceeds 100,000.” 
This finding mirrored several other 
studies that have projected the true 
death toll to be much higher than 
what official estimates show.

Embargoes against Israel have 
been called for by a group of experts 
mandated by the United Nations 
Human Rights Council, including 
Francesca Albanese, the UN Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the occupied 
Palestinian territories. Meanwhile, 
numerous human rights organiza-
tions, including the leading Israeli 
group B’Tselem, have said Israel’s 
campaign in Gaza has amounted to 
genocide.

–=≈=–
Stephen Prager is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

House committee says measure “combats antisemitism.”

SANDWICH, MASS., Dec. 14 – 
A bottle containing the following 
note was picked up on the beach 
to-day, three miles below Sandwich 
harbor: “Bark J.R. Humphrey, Bath, 
Me. We were out in the storm of 
November 25, and we wrote this 
to our friends, for when it is found 

we will be at the bottom of the wild 
ocean, hoping that you will pray for 
us and tell your friends.” Signed, 
John Wilson, captain, Pat Hoey, 
Tim Lewis, John O’Neil, Billy Car-
tell. On the reverse side was: “We are 
all lost.”
[There is no such vessel as the “Bark 

J.R. Humphrey of Bath, Me.,” or 
elsewhere, on the treasury depart-
ment list of merchant vessels. — 
Ed. Chronicle.]

TORONTO, ONT., Dec. 14. – 
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Concerts, Comics, Cinema, & Celebrated Authors

North River Woodworks
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Cuzin Richard Entertainment & 
Modern Records Shop
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Private and Confidential
Self-Pay, No Insurance
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Infant Death Rate 3 Times Higher Near 
PFAS-Contaminated Sites in N.H.
One scientist said the new research “provides rare causal 
evidence” and “not just a correlation” of the dangers posed 
by forever chemicals to infants.

Ah, the balmy days of late November. On the final Sunday of that month, 
many alert connoisseurs enjoyed bright sunshine and relatively still air—
along with a damn fine cup of coffee. More recently, the polar vortex has 
gone into a high-speed wobble, spilling Arctic air into the region. Coffee 
sales are not expected to suffer, though—not with this bunch.

by Brett Wilkins

Infants born to mothers who drank 
water from wells downstream 

of sites contaminated by so-called 
“forever chemicals” in New Hamp-
shire suffered nearly three times the 
baseline death rate, more premature 
births, and lower birth weights, a 
study published Monday revealed.

Researchers at the University of 
Arizona tracked 11,539 births oc-
curring within 3.1 miles of sites in 
the New England state known to be 
contaminated with per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)—
commonly called forever chemicals 
because they do not biodegrade and 
accumulate in the human body. They 
found a 191 percent increase in first-
year deaths among infants born to 
“mothers receiving water that had 
flowed beneath a PFAS-contami-
nated site, as opposed to comparable 
mothers receiving water that had 
flowed toward a PFAS-contami-
nated site.”

Mothers in the study zone also 
experienced a 20 percent increase 
in preterm births and a 43 percent 
higher incidence of low birth weight. 
Out of every 100,000 births, this 
equates to 611 additional deaths by 
age 1, as well as 2,639 extra under-
weight births and 1,475 additional 
preterm births.

Extrapolating to the 48 contig-

uous U.S. states and the District of 
Columbia, the study’s authors also 
found that “PFAS contamination 
imposes annual social costs of ap-
proximately $8 billion.”

“These health costs are substan-
tially larger than current outside 
estimates of the cost of removing 
PFAS from the public water supply,” 
the publication states.

As study authors Derek Lemoine, 
Ashley Langer, and Bo Guo noted:

“PFAS from contaminated sites 
slowly migrate down through soil 
into groundwater, where they move 
downstream with the groundwa-
ter’s flow. This created a simple but 
powerful contrast: Pregnant women 
whose homes received water from 
wells that were downstream, in 
groundwater terms, from the PFAS 
source were likely to have been ex-
posed to PFAS from the contam-
inated site, but those who received 
water from wells that were upstream 
of those sites should not have been 
exposed.”

Previous research has shown the 
link between PFAS exposure and 
reduced birth weight, as well as 
changes in fetal and newborn me-
tabolism.

Forever chemicals are used in a 
broad range of products, from non-
stick cookware to waterproof cloth-
ing and firefighting foam. Bills to 
limit PFAS have died in Congress 

under intense lobbying from the 
chemical industry, which has long 
known—and tried to conceal—the 
health and environmental dangers of 
forever chemicals.

More than 95 percent of people 
in the United States have PFAS in 
their blood, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Around 172 million 
Americans are believed to consume 
PFAS in their drinking water.

Forever chemicals have been 
linked to cancers of the kidneys and 
testicles, low infant weight, sup-
pressed immune function, and other 
adverse health effects.

Responding to the new research, 
Duke University associate research 
professor in environmental scienc-
es Kate Hoffman told the Wash-
ington Post that the study “provides 
rare causal evidence” and “not just a 
correlation” of the dangers posed by 
forever chemicals to infants.

While experts say the study 
demonstrates the importance of 
more robust federal regulation of 
PFAS, the Trump administration’s 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is seeking to lift current lim-
its that protect drinking water from 
four types of forever chemicals.

“This is a betrayal of public health 

at the highest level,” Environ-
mental Working Group president 
Ken Cook said earlier this year in 
response to the Trump adminis-
tration’s efforts to roll back PFAS 
protections. “The EPA is caving 
to chemical industry lobbyists and 
pressure by the water utilities, and in 
doing so, it’s sentencing millions of 
Americans to drink contaminated 
water for years to come.” 

–=≈=–
Brett Wilkins is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

by Brad Reed

A leaked memo written by U.S. 
Attorney General Pam Bondi 

directs the Department of Justice 
to compile a list of potential “do-
mestic terrorism” organizations that 
espouse “extreme viewpoints on im-
migration, radical gender ideology, 
and anti-American sentiment.”

The memo, which was obtained 
by journalist Ken Klippenstein, 
expands upon National Securi-
ty Presidential Memorandum-7 
(NSPM-7), a directive signed by 
President Donald Trump in late 
September that demanded a “na-
tional strategy to investigate and 
disrupt networks, entities, and or-
ganizations that foment political vi-
olence so that law enforcement can 
intervene in criminal conspiracies 
before they result in violent political 
acts.”

The new Bondi memo instructs 
law enforcement agencies to refer 

“suspected” domestic terrorism cas-
es to the Joint Terrorism Task Forces 
( JTTF), which will then undertake 
an “exhaustive investigation con-
templated by NSPM-7” that will 
incorporate “a focused strategy to 
root out all culpable participants—
including organizers and funders—
in all domestic terrorism activities.”

The memo identifies the “domes-
tic terrorism threat” as organizations 
that use “violence or the threat of 
violence” to advance political goals 
such as “opposition to law and im-
migration enforcement; extreme 
views in favor of mass migration and 
open borders; adherence to radical 
gender ideology, anti-Americanism, 
anti-capitalism, or anti-Christiani-
ty; support for the overthrow of the 
United States Government; hostility 
towards traditional views on family, 
religion, and morality.”

Commenting on the significance 
of the memo, Klippenstein criticized 
mainstream media organizations for 

largely ignoring the implications of 
NSPM-7, which was drafted and 
signed in the wake of the murder of 
right-wing activist Charlie Kirk.

“For months, major media outlets 
have largely blown off the story of 
NSPM-7, thinking it was all just 
Trump bluster and too crazy to be 
serious,” he wrote. “But a memo 
like this one shows you that the 
administration is absolutely taking 
this seriously—even if the media 
are not—and is actively working to 
operationalize NSPM-7.”

Klippenstein also warned that 
NSPM-7 appeared to be the start 
of a new war on terrorism, but this 
time, millions of Americans like you 
and me could be the target.

–=≈=–
Brad Reed is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

–=≈=–

The newspapers here all treat Rep-
resentative Butterworth’s resolution 
looking to a union between the peo-
ple of the United States and those 
of Canada, in a hostile spirit, and 
declare that the people here do not 
want any political assimilation.

ELMIRA, N.Y., Dec. 15 – Oak-
ley C. Johnson of Hackettsville, N.J., 
who has been visiting this city for 
some time, was last night arrested 
for his peculiar mania for hugging 

women on the street. He would 
prowl about after dark, and should 
he meet a woman alone would hug 
and embrace her until her screams 
would frighten him away. He has 
been shot at several times, but never 
hurt. He is a finely educated man, 
and was formerly a professor in the 
Peekskill military academy.

BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Dec. 
16 – In Lamar county on Friday 
night, a crowd of masked men took 
Mrs. Jane Johnson from her house 
and administered 39 lashes on her 

bare back, and then warned her to 
leave the county within five days.

A number of piratical oyster boats 
have been sunk in Chesapeake bay 
by the Maryland state police steam-
er McLane. The captain of one of 
the sunken sloops has arrived at Bal-
timore, and reported that nine of the 
men belonging to the sunken vessels 
were drowned; but other reports are 
to the effect that only two or three 
lives were lost.

Leaked Memo Shows Pam Bondi Wants List of ‘Domestic 
Terrorism’ Groups Who Express ‘Anti-American Sentiment’
“Millions of Americans like you and I could be the target,” 
warned journalist Ken Klippenstein of the new memo.
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“There is a crack in everything. 
That’s how the light gets in.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Leonard Cohen (1934-2016) 
singer, songwriter, poet

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

john@wordpraxis.com

“Believe me, there is nothing wrong with this country that 
repeated strong dosages of the facts will not correct.”

– Palmer Hoyt, 
editor and publisher of The Denver Post (circa 1954)

Make Fascism
Wrong Again
Rebecca Hoffman

Fine Gardening, LLC
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Beware of 
Cruise Ships

– a Bar Harbor reader
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UN Report Estimates Bold Climate Action Would 
Deliver $100 Trillion in Benefits by 2100

Wrong Brain is inviting every-
one to celebrate local and 

regional radical and fledgling artists!
Its 14th annual Alternative Craft 

Fair will be held tomorrow—Sat-
urday, December 13, 2025—from 
11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., at the 
Portsmouth Community Campus, 
100 Campus Drive in Portsmouth. 
Free and ample parking will be 
available. A $1 donation is requested 
at the door.

The event will feature more than 
seventy emerging, unconventional, 
and under-represented creators, of-
fering original art, clothing, zines, 
stickers, jewelry, ceramics, wood-
work, metalwork, stained glass, bo-

tanicals, stickers, crochet, patches 
and more.

Free workshops will be held every 
hour, on printmaking, watercolor, 
zines, reiki, and protest safety.

Tacos, treats and beverages will 
be available from Vida Cantina and 
Juniper Kitchen.

The truly daring may be photo-
graphed with Krampus, himself, to 
benefit the N.H. Mutual Aid Relief 
Fund.

Wrong Brain is a nonprofit arts 
collective providing outlets and op-
portunities for emerging, unconven-
tional and under-represented artists 
of all mediums in the Seacoast of 
New Hampshire and beyond.

Portsmouth’s carefully-named Annual Illuminated Holiday Parade rolled 
westward on Islington Street Saturday evening, and thence to Market 
Square, where an updated version of an ancient pagan ritual was conduct-
ed around a sacrificial conifer. Participants included City officials, school 
bands, volunteer organizations, random skateboarders, a Stewart & Ste-
venson M1078 Light Medium Tactical Vehicle (LMTV) cargo truck, a 
1:24 scale model of a Los Angeles-class submarine, the Thriller troupe, the 
world’s biggest snowplow, and the newsroom favorite shown above.

Wrong Brain Holidaze Bizaare
The Seacoast Friends Preserving 

Democracy (SFPD) sponsors 
two informal, community events 
monthly. The Portsmouth Demo-
crats’ Coffee Meetup is scheduled 
for Friday, December 12, 2025 at the 
Panera in the Market Basket Plaza, 
1465 Woodbury Avenue from 8:00 
a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Drop in and en-
joy the camaraderie of your fellow 
Dems and bring a friend. There is 
plenty of parking.

The Portsmouth Dems Round-
table meets at 6:00 p.m. the last 
Tuesday of every month at Paddy’s 
American Grille, 27 International 
Drive, Portsmouth. Attendees share 
a snack, a meal, or a beverage, while 
discussing local and national news 
and politics. Join us Tuesday, January 
27th at 6:00 p.m. at Paddy’s Amer-
ican Grille.

Seacoast Friends 
Preserving Democracy 
Monthly Events

The yellow fever being over in the 
south, for the year, traffic between 
cities and seaports is now unrestrict-
ed.

Stephen Connslay, of Concord, 
walked with Mrs. Caron on the 
street too often, and had to get a 
doctor to sew up a hole in his scalp, 
made by Mr. Caron, who in turn will 
have to sew up a hole in his pocket 
book made by paying a $21.62 fine 
and costs to the city of Concord.

W.H.H. Newhall, a well known 
ex-member of the Manchester po-
lice force, left that city suddenly the 
day before election. Rumors connect 
his departure with the absence of a 
certain woman, to whom he had 
been devoting attention. He left a 
family behind.

James Landers, freight brakeman, 
was instantly killed in the Northern 
railroad yard at Concord Saturday 
night.

Snow—wind—dust—rain—
frost—hurricanes—mud—zero—
cyclones — beastly — well, you 
know how it is yourself, so it’s no use 
using any profane words about the 
weather – Nat.

The railroad commissioners have 
investigated the accident which 
occurred at the Boston & Maine 
station in this city on the 29th of 
October, and resulted in the death 
of a person supposed to be James 
Fitzgerald, and report that no blame 
can be attached to the corporation, 
or the employees who were handling 
the train. A similar report was made 
in  the case of the section man who 
was killed on the Dover & Winne-

piseogee railroad a few weeks ago, 
and brought into Dover on the cow-
catcher of the engine. 

The New Hampshire Gazette
December 20, 1888

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, in a letter 
descriptive of the Mormon Tab-
ernacle at Salt Lake city, writes: “A 
glance at the congregation easily 
corroborated the statement that 
Mormonism largely recruits itself 
from the most wretched and igno-
rant classes of European countries. 
Some of the heads of those present 
might well have been termed well 
advanced on the way back to the 
gorilla. Vacant countenances, eyes 
empty of thought were seen on ev-
ery side.”

NEW HAVEN, CONN., Dec. 

by Brad Reed

A new report from the United 
Nations Environment Pro-

gram has found that addressing the 
global climate emergency would 
deliver major economic benefits, in 
addition to creating a cleaner and 
more habitable planet.

The seventh edition of the Global 
Environmental Outlook (GEO), 
released on Tuesday, estimates that 
making up-front investments in 
climate action now would begin to 
yield global macroeconomic benefits 
starting in 2050, potentially growing 
to $20 trillion per year by 2070 and 
$100 trillion by 2100.

The report, which was the prod-
uct of nearly 300 multi-disciplinary 
scientists across more than 80 coun-
tries, argues that a total of $8 tril-
lion in annual investment from this 
year until 2050 would be needed to 
achieve its climate goals. But, the 
report stresses, the cost of inaction 
would be far greater.

“If we choose to stay on the cur-
rent path—powering our econo-
mies with fossil fuels, extracting 
virgin resources, destroying nature, 
polluting the environment—the 
damages would stack up,” the report 
warns. “Climate change would cut 4 
percent off annual global GDP by 
2050, claim many lives, and increase 
forced migration.”

Other likely consequences of 

inaction, warns the report, include 
“Amazon forest dieback and ice-
sheet collapse,” along with the loss 
of “hundreds of millions more hect-
ares of natural lands.” The report also 
projects that global food availability 
will fall if the climate crisis is not 
addressed, and that increased air 
pollution will cause an additional 4 
million premature deaths per year.

The report recommends a rapid 
move away from fossil fuels, as well 
as a drastic rethinking of agricultur-
al subsidies so that they no longer 
“directly favor activities that have 
significant harmful effects on the 
environment, including on biodi-
versity.”

Robert Watson, a co-chair of the 
GEO assessment, said in an inter-
view with the Guardian that the cli-
mate crisis cannot simply be seen as 
an environmental issue given that it 
is now “undermining our economy, 
food security, water security, human 
health,” and also creating nation-
al security problems by increasing 
“conflict in many parts of the world.”

In an interview with BBC, Wat-
son also accused U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s administration of 
sabotaging the report by refusing to 
even accept its conclusions about the 
damage being done by human-in-
duced climate change.

“The U.S. decided not to attend 
the meeting at all,” he explained. “At 
the very end they joined by telecon-

ference and basically made a state-
ment that they could not agree with 
most of the report, which means 
they didn’t agree with anything we 
said on climate change, biodiversity, 
fossil fuels, plastics, and subsidies.”

–=≈=–
Brad Reed is a staff writer for 
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely.

–=≈=–
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Trouble Sleeping These Days?
Then Laugh, Instead!

A Time-Honored Tradition
Dear Editor:

There has recently been a great deal 
of discussion both nationally and lo-
cally regarding the duty of military 
personnel in following illegal orders. 
Things got more interesting when it 
was reported that on September 2nd, 
a boat carrying suspected narco ter-
rorists in the Caribbean was destroyed 
killing all but two occupants. Then a 
second strike was carried out to kill the 
two survivors. Many military legal ex-
perts say this second strike was clearly 
a violation and constituted possible 
war crimes and even murder.

Since this event came to light there 
has been a great deal of blame shift-
ing and confusion as to who actually 
gave the order for the second strike. 
But what appears to be very clear is 
that both Mr.Trump and Secretary of 
Defense Hegseth are doing everything 
possible to shift any legal consequenc-
es and blame away from themselves 
and onto those military officers who 
actually conducted the strikes.

As for the killing of the two sur-
vivors, Admiral Mitch Bradley, who 
oversaw the operation, is now being 
blamed. In a backhanded compli-
ment, attempting to distance himself 
from this possible crime, Hegseth 
stated that “Admiral Mitch Bradley is 
an American hero, a true profession-
al, and has my 100 percent support. I 
stand by him and the combat decisions 
he has made—on the September 2 
mission and all others since.” 

The message here to military officers 
is very clear: if you follow illegal orders 
and it becomes public you will be left 
holding the bag, not anyone above you 
who actually gave the illegal orders. If 
you refuse to follow illegal orders you 
will face consequences to your career 
under military law. This leaves any 
honorable military officer in a very 
untenable situation. As Commentator 
Brandon Friedman stated, “Hegseth 
is very transparently blaming a Navy 
admiral for his own decision. Let this 
be a lesson for every other military of-
ficer: The Trump administration will 
issue unlawful orders, then blame you 
for following them.” 

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:
Pete Hegseth throwing Admiral Brad-

ley under the boat is shocking, but not sur-
prising.

The U.S. Navy does not promote sail-
ors to the rank of Admiral based on their 
looks. Bradley, a former SEAL, made it 
to the top the hard way. Hegseth, on the 
other hand, auditioned for his position by 
defending the actions of war criminals on 
Rupert Murdoch’s propaganda emitter.

Until Hegseth is no longer useful to 
Donald Trump, he’ll be protected. Brad-
ley, on the other hand, is as disposable 
now as he was the first time he donned 
his wet suit with lethal intent.

It’s a time honored military tradition: 
“Different spanks for different ranks.” 

The Editor
–=≈=–

The Danger of a Single Story
To the Editor:

When President Trump labeled 
Somali immigrants “garbage,” he was 
weaponizing presidential power to 
diminish an entire community. As 
novelist Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
warned in her powerful TED Talk 
“The Danger of a Single Story,” power 
lies not only in the ability to tell an-
other person’s story, but to make it the 
definitive story of that person.

Yes, some Somali Americans in 
Minnesota have been implicated in 
financial fraud. That fact should be 
reported, but it should never become 
the sole lens through which we view 
an entire community—thousands of 
Somali families including refugees, 
healthcare workers, business owners 
and students.

The Somali American story includes 
triumphs over war and displacement, 
civic engagement in American poli-
tics, and contributions to Minnesota’s 
economy. When politicians or the me-
dia reinforce the “single story” of crime 
and corruption, they obscure a larger 
truth. 

Adichie reminds us that “stories 
can break the dignity of a people, but 
stories can also repair that broken dig-
nity.”

To honor the proud history of im-
migration in America, we must refuse 
the temptation to see any community 
through one distorted frame. As cit-
izens and journalists, our duty is not 

to amplify division, but to choose sto-
rytelling that recognizes our shared 
humanity.

Terry Hansen
Grafton, Wisc.
Terry:
America’s origin story used to be all 

about brave, plucky people, working 
hard to better their lives, creating a gov-
ernment that was superior to all oth-
ers, because it was all about certain core 
ideas—freedom and equality, mostly. 
Anyone could be an American if they 
swore allegiance to the Constitution.

At least, so we were taught, those of us 
who were in primary school when Sena-
tor Joe McCarthy’s DTs had him hallu-
cinating about Commies under the bed. 
Subsequent events—Vietnam, Water-
gate, Iran-Contra—encouraged a more 
nuanced view of American greatness.

If any of that greatness remains, we 
would argue that it can be more easily 
found amid those brave, plucky people 
who have managed, against tremendous 
odds, to bring their hard-working asses 
halfway around the world to labor in de-
meaning jobs in the hope that they might 
live a decent life—here.

In contrast, there seem to be an awful 
lot of privileged people about who, born 
here, with great advantage, have nothing 
better to do than whine about how tough 
they’ve got it.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Gauntlet Thrown
Editor,

When Israelis shout “Death to the 
Arabs,” they are referring to people in 
Gaza, the West Bank, East Jerusalem, 
and neighboring states, as well as a siz-
able population within their own state, 
Palestinians who were not swept up in 
the Nakba of 1947-8. 

Israel is part of the Arabian Penin-
sula. Zionists should have looked at a 
map before they decided to migrate 
from Europe and America to Pales-
tine, as they have proved to be totally 
intolerant of the native peoples of the 
region. Instead of killing native peo-
ple one bomb at a time, perhaps they 
should return to where they came 
from, or make friends out of so-called 
enemies they call terrorists.

Genevieve Harris-Fraser
Orange, Mass.

Genevieve:
Since this paper runs, more or less, on 

anarcho-syndicalist principles, we don’t 
have much in the way of established ed-
itorial policies regarding the use of incen-
diary language. In fact, were it not for its 
reliance on a few trusted advisors, this 
particular department might be said to be 
an absolute dictatorship. If we did have 
such guidelines, though, we’d consider ap-
plying them here. 

Generally speaking, telling someone—
and not just someone, but an entire cate-
gory of people—to “Go back to where you 
came from” is pretty aggressive. But, on 
the other hand, so is genocide. So, we’ll 
allow it.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Misusing the Pardons Process
To the Editor:

President Trump is normalizing 
public corruption by pardoning con-
victed felons before they start to serve 
their sentences and indicted fugitives 
even before they go to trial. The intent 
of the Constitution’s presidential par-
don provision is not to use the pardon 
process to perpetrate injustice. It is to 
correct injustice whenever it appears 
Lady Justice was not blind enough 
(fair enough) when delivering justice.

Speaking of pardons, encouraging/
mandating ICE agents to wear masks 
so they can’t be identified is essentially 
giving them pardons in advance for 
any crimes they may commit against 
undocumented immigrants or lawful 
citizens. This is a nifty way of extend-
ing the Supreme Court’s presidential 
immunity from prosecution to the en-
tire MAGA attack force across Amer-
ica! Very tricky, Mr. President.

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
His pardon shenanigans alone ought to 

be enough to bounce this guy from public 
housing. That would require, though, a 
level of rectitude on the part of Congress 
that, on its best day, it never approached.

Instead, just to hold our own against 
the police state, random, otherwise nor-
mal inhabitants of this country are going 
to have to step up our game. 

Merely voting is no longer enough. We 
need to begin asking, if we can’t bring 
ourselves to videotape ICE raids, can we 
call ourselves responsible citizens?

The Editor
–=≈=–

Porche’s Magnum Opus
[Mr. Porche apparently continues to think 
himself above such petty societal norms as 
salutations on letters. – The Ed.]

Following the shooting of two of 
our Valiant National Guardsmen, it is 
now time to discuss the future of our 
Distinguished American Capitol—
Washington DC.

I call on Congress and our Honor-
able President Donald Trump to de-
clare, by executive order, our nation’s 
capitol, Washington D.C., to be con-
verted into a U.S. National Park, and 
reassign it to the U.S. Department of 
the Interior.

By “Eminent Domain,” the U.S. 
government will convert ALL Wash-
ington D.C. property to “Lease Hold” 
residences, under administration of 
heavily-armed Department of the In-
terior “Park Rangers.”

A 20-foot, colorfully lit, red, white 
and blue, concrete wall will be erected 
around the existing perimeter of our 
new Washington D.C. U.S. National 
Park.

Our government buildings and 
museums will remain under current 
administration and undisturbed, but 
ALL Homeless, drug addicts and 
Loiterers will be REMOVED—IM-
MEDIATELY!

The Mayor and Police Chief of 
Washington D.C., along with ALL 
elected officeholders, are DIS-
MISSED from office.

The U.S. Department of the Interior 
shall assume Command and Control 
of our new Washington D.C. National 
Park.

Washington, D.C. residents in low-
crime areas will continue to live in 
their homes, undisturbed, but will be 
expected to follow NEW U.S. Park 
Service rules, in order to CONTIN-
UE living in their homes.

There will be a $5 toll booth for any-
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one wanting to drive or walk into our 
new Washington D.C. U.S. National 
Park. 

American Veterans will be able to 
enter for FREE, with VA I.D. or fin-
gerprint scan and verification.

ALL current Washington D.C. 
Public Sector service employees will 
be released from employment and re-
placed by Department of the Interior 
staff and contractors—at the Depart-
ment of Interior’s convenience.

“High crime” areas will be “marked” 
and these residents will be recom-
mended to relocate to public housing 
properties OUTSIDE of the Wash-
ington D.C. U.S. National Park, in 
the surrounding states or move there 
on their own, once their official “de-
parture date” is set by the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior. 

After all the residents have vacated 
from the “marked HIGH CRIME 
areas,” the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) will take 
over, BULLDOZING all “HIGH 
CRIME” areas, until nothing but flat 
land remains.

All demolished rabble [sic] will 
be trucked to barges for dumping in 
designated sandy areas of the Atlantic 
Ocean, to stimulate commercial fish-
ery aquaculture.

The Honorable President Donald 
Trump is an expert “land developer” 
and has a network of professionals 
who can enter at this point, bid on 
land then construct new commercial 
and new residential properties, with 
lots of creatively designed public park-
ing and public restrooms.

ALL of the NEW and old residen-
tial and commercial properties will fall 
under administration of the U.S. Na-
tional Park Service.

Anyone inside our Washington DC 
U.S. National Park will either be a “res-
ident, guest, diplomat, visitor, employ-
ee or tourist,” who will be protected by 
our new U.S. National Park Service 
Rangers, with CCTV monitoring and 
roving patrols.

A new HEAVILY ARMED, but 
polite and professional police pres-

ence will patrol the streets of our 
Washington D.C. U.S National Park 
and anyone identified as a criminal 
will be arrested or if ILLEGALLY 
ARMED, SHOT ON SIGHT.

The U.S. National Park Service will 
function as a “Home Owners Associa-
tion,” (HOA), with an IRON CLAD 
list of rules, deciding who will be “judi-
cially removed” from our Washington 
D.C. U.S. National Park property, for 
cause.

Once they are identified as a “prob-
lem,” and demonstrate, they do NOT 
belong in our Washington DC—U.S. 
NATIONAL PARK—they will be 
arrested and removed IMMEDI-
ATELY!

All Homeless veterans will be invit-
ed to join all other Homeless Veter-
ans in “Veteran’s Villagers,” to obtain 
food, clothing, shelter, medical care 
and employment in our Washington 
D.C. U.S. National Park, if they wish 
to work.

If they do not wish to work, or can-
not work, the “Veteran’s Villages” will 
find a permanent apartment residence 
for each American Veteran who re-
quests it, either in our new Wash-
ington D.C. U.S. National Park, or 
“outside” it.

There will be ZERO Alcohol, 
ZERO Drugs and ZERO tobacco use 
policy INSIDE the Veteran’s Village 
apartments, but a designated “smoking 
area” will exist outside.

There will be ZERO gambling ac-
tivities on a Veteran’s Village property.

There will be ZERO “non-veterans” 
allowed to “live” in any of the Veteran’s 
Villages for any amount of time and all 
these rules will be enforced by Special 
“Veteran’s Status” U.S. National Park 
Rangers. 

Once all these conditions are MET, 
a curfew will be instituted inside our 
new Washington D.C. U.S. National 
Park. 

U.S. Government employees, med-
ical service or Public Service profes-
sionals, identified by badge credentials 
will be given unrestricted 24/7/365 
access to our new Washington D.C. 
U.S. NATIONAL PARK.

Restaurant employees, Night-time 
attractions personnel, Club personnel, 
Gym/Fitness personnel, Food De-
livery personnel and ALL other LE-
GITIMATE, employed functionaries 
will ALSO be given 24/7/365 Ac-
cess with remote, scanable necklaced 
“Badged Credential” technology.

Our visitors and tourists will be giv-
en access to our new Washington DC 
U.S. National Park from 5 a.m. to 1:00 
a.m.

All visitors and tourists, outside 
those hours will be given a $100 fine, 
with an escort to their hotel or to the 
Washington D.C. U.S. National Park 
“EXIT GATES.”

Drug dealers, drug addicts, gang-
bangers, thieves, rapists, criminals and 
juvenile delinquents RESISTING 
the U.S. Park Service Rangers, will be 
SHOT ON SIGHT.

In time, this new U.S. City National 
Park template will be applied to ALL 
30+ of America’s crime ridden cities, 
up to and including: New York City, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Atlanta, Baltimore, San Francisco, 
Dallas, Houston, Boston, New Or-
leans, Oakland, Portland (Oregon), 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Jackson, Miss., 
El Paso, Albuquerque, Denver, St. 
Louis, Kansas City, Gary, Milwau-
kee, Charlotte, Raleigh, Baton Rouge, 
Memphis, Lexington, Miami, Nor-
folk, Newark, Minneapolis, Las Ve-
gas, [and] Phoenix. There will be a 
“Federal Deportation Gate” for ALL 
“Immigration ALJ (Administrative 
Law Judge) Court adjudicated” and 
“Self-referral” immigrant “ejections,” 
at every major airport with one “out-
going” flight per day, unless more are 
requested.

Our forefathers gave us all, “A shin-
ing city upon a hill,” and now it’s time 
to protect Washington D.C. as a new 
U.S. National Park. 

Let’s scrub our nation’s capital clean 
until it shines!

Then we will protect all of our 
GREAT AMERICAN CITIES, 
using this new U.S. National Park 
template, with the Higher Socio-eco-
nomic stati (SES) people “inside the 
ring” and everyone else, outside of it, 
with all rules enforced by a new harsh 
Draconian code.

To defray the costs of this plan, we 
will restart “Debtor’s Prisons,” and 
charge incarcerated inmates up to 
$225,000 per year, for the first year 
and then $25,000 a year after that, to 
be paid after parole release into forced 
employment with garnished wages.

If the parolee refuses to work or re-
pay his debt to society, there will be a 
“military service option” or he can “Self 
refer” to any major airport, for per-
manent “Deportation” to any nation 
which accepts him.

We are a “FREE COUNTRY” 
and everyone is FREE TO MAKE 
THEIR OWN CHOICES, PRO-
VIDED THEY DO NOT BREAK 
AMERICAN FEDERAL, STATE, 
COUNTY or MUNICIPAL LAWS.

ONCE LAWS ARE BROKEN, 
A CRIMINAL’S FREEDOM 
IS DIMINISHED UNTIL HE 
“GETS WITH THE PROGRAM” 
OR “SELF DEPORTS” TO GET 
THE HELL OUT OF HERE!

IT’S TIME TO “FLUSH OUR 
AMERICAN TOILET!”

Very Respectfully, 
CTI2 JACQUES PORCHE, 

USN Ret. 
Las Vega, Nev. 
Dear Jacques:
Wow. Just… wow.
You closed this, your Magnum Opus, 

calling for the flushing of the American 
toilet. Coincidentally, our first thought, as 
we gazed upon this exuberant slab of text, 
was to pitch it into the digital oubliette. 

Taking a closer look, though, we decid-
ed to roll with it, wondering all the while 
what miracle drug the V.A. pharmacy is 
dispensing to this guy, and can we get 
our hands on some? Editing a news-
paper requires the constant use of one’s 
imagination. Over time, one can’t help 
but wonder if the supply will hold out. 
Suddenly, here, before us, is undeniable 
evidence of a brain that is in a constant 
state of overflow. Just imagine our envy.

Were they alive today, the Bolsheviks 
of 1917 would, in unison, fling their 
ushankas into the air in awe of your bold, 
collectivist vision.

No mere Potemkin villages for this 
retired Chief Petty Officer! Nosiree, Bob! 
The entire U.S. Capitol, in the round! 
Walt Disney was a piker!

You would make the Zionists, from 

Theodor Herzl to Benny Netanyahu, look 
like petty, skulking interlopers.

And, considering the sorts of yahoos 
being hired to police our streets, eventu-
ally you would make Hitler look like Mr. 
Rogers.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Is Bullying the New Patriotism?
To the Editor,

I’ve seen YouTube clips of Coast 
Guard vessels intercepting, and board-
ing, often at considerable peril, boats 
suspected of running drugs. I presume 
these, often hazardous, efforts are un-
dertaken to confirm the suspicion that 
prompts them. Videos I’ve recently 
seen of U.S. naval warships blasting 
small boats out of the water with no 
warning, in international waters no 
less, sicken me. It’s bullying exercised 
at the highest, most degenerate level. 
With the federal government mod-
eling it, no wonder the behavior is so 
rampant in this country at present. I 
recently read Jon Meacham’s The Soul 
of America: The Battle for Our Better 
Angels. Pray the battle is still engaged, 
because otherwise—observing the 
rampant corruption and irresponsible 
and malicious activity that passes for 
governing in this country at the mo-
ment—it is lost. 

John Simon
Portsmouth, N.H.
John:
On page eight of this issue, in the en-

try for December 19th, we note that 249 
years ago, Thomas Paine wrote of “the 
times that try men’s souls.” The question 
at issue then was whether individu-
als would rise to meet the moment, and 
participate in the larger effort to achieve 
something lasting for mankind.

Today, as you point out, the soul of our 
nation itself is being tried. Our odds look 
no better now than they did back then. 
But what kind of pitiful excuse for a hu-
man would refuse to engage in a struggle 
unless it knew it was sure to win? 

Right. That guy. Which proves our 
point: as Martin Luther King, Jr. said, 
“The time is always right to do what is 
right.”

The Editor
–=≈=–
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This Again
To the Editors:

W.D. Ehrhart denies that he ever 
said that Israel is “illegal” and “has no 
right to exist”: “ I defy Mr. Carine to 
find anything I’ve ever written that 
makes such claims.”

In his reply to Roger Rudenstein, 
Ehrhart wrote “My Jewish friend’s 
beliefs about Israel, and the nature 
of what is happening in Palestine 
today are deeply held, and however 
wrongheaded those beliefs may be, 
my trying to persuade him in the 
course of a morning’s stroll that Is-
rael is an illegal and apartheid state 
and has no right to exist is only go-
ing to leave him unwilling to ever 
engage with me again.”

I’ll admit there is some ambiguity 
here. Ehrhart says he isn’t going to 
try to persuade Rudenstein that Is-
rael has no right to exist—but is this 
because he doesn’t believe it or only 
because it will leave Rudenstein un-
willing to engage with him? I think 
the latter is a much more natural 
interpretation since Ehrhart doesn’t 
say anywhere that he doesn’t believe 
Israel is illegal or has no right to ex-
ist.

So while I committed the faux 
pas of misspelling Ehrhart’s name, I 
think his offense is more egregious 
since at best he’s blaming someone 
for taking his words in the most ob-
vious and plausible way, and at worst 
he’s telling a falsehood about what 
he actually did say.

Aaron Carine
Dover, N.H.
Aaron:
Mr. Ehrhart is, as he well knows, 

welcome to respond to this, your latest 
letter, if he so chooses, or to ignore it. 
That’s up to him. In the meantime, you 
have us to contend with.

As a general rule, we try to extend 
courtesy and forbearance to those who 
take the time and trouble to write. You 
have just about exhausted your alloca-
tion of both.

Israel is, and has been for years, per-
petrating a genocide against the Pal-
estinian people. It is not justified by 
anything the Palestinians have done. 

That is the state of things.
Nothing we, you, or Ehrhart writes 

can make that fact go away. Yet you 
seem to be trying.

To the extent that we can even un-
derstand what it is you’re trying to say, 
it seems to us that you have taken a few 
phrases which you admit are ambiguous 
and twisted them to suit an argument 
that runs counter to what Ehrhart has 
actually written.

The most obvious reason to do that 
would be to throw up a veritable ha-
boob of dust, in the vain hope that it 
might hide Israel’s crimes. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Yes, He’s Naked, Crazy, and Nodding Off
Dear Editor,

Why has Secretary of Defense 
Hegseth ordered our largest, most 
lethal aircraft carrier, with support-
ing destroyers and guided missile 
ships, to sail near Venezuela? trump 
[sic, passim] says it’s to stop drug 
traffickers, yet, at the same time, he 
released from prison the Honduran 
ex-president, who was convicted of 
massive cocaine trafficking into our 
country. 

The aircraft carrier was moved 
from the Eastern Mediterranean, 
near the Ukraine conflict. trump 
seems to be abandoning our allies 
in Europe, giving Russia the op-
portunity to expand its war-stolen 
territory in Ukraine, while at the 
same time he’s picking a fight in 
our hemisphere with fishermen in 
small boats. Admiral Alvin Holsey 
resigned in protest.

Is the “emperor” crazy? Are his 
loyalties truly toward aggressive dic-
tators like Putin? Americans need to 
know. 

China is watching us closely and 
assessing whether we would defend 
Taiwan, Japan, and Korea if they 
pulled a “Putin” in the Western Pa-
cific.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.
Bruce:
We answered your question about 

the mental state of our emperor in the 
subhead at the top of your letter. 

Probably the more pressing question 
would be, “how insane are the vari-
ous fascists, corporate welfare moguls, 
courtiers, hangers-on, functionaries, 
and goombahs who hover like fruit flies 
over the deteriorating suet bag that is 
our president?”

Our short answer is this: we see no 
sign that any of them are interested in 
the good of the country or its people. 

The Editor
–=≈=–

Common Man Supporting Ukraine
Dear Editor:

Common Man for Ukraine is 
now undertaking another mission/
trip to that beseiged country. Their 
website tells the story: common-
manforukraine.org. The organization 
partners with the Zamosc Ordy-
nacky Rotary Club of Poland. Here 
in Plymouth, the Rotary Club keeps 
track of donations. So far they’ve 
shipped four million tons of food, 
ten thousand sleeping bags, and 
hundreds of generators to Ukraine. 
They’ve helped one thousand chil-
dren-of-war through trauma coun-
seling—very good deeds at a needy 
time in a struggling place. I’ve just 
given Christmas spending money 
to them.

If only in March, 2014, when 
President Putin of Russia took 
Crimea from Ukraine, with no pen-

alty, there had been world-wide no-
tice and reaction. 

Pres. Zelensky came onto the 
scene in 2019, with election results 
favoring him: 73 percent of the vote. 
2022 brought the Russian assault we 
still hear of most news-days. 

Reporting now centers on wheth-
er Pres. Trump can call Pres. Putin to 
heel. Putin wants favored treatment 
in any treaty-making. Ukrainians 
want their democratic freedoms and 
not to be subservient to Russia. 

The whole scene shows how no 
part of our planet isolates from the 
rest. We daily live on one interactive 
orb in the universe. We can rightly 
ask, “Heaven help us.” Common 
Man Restaurant organizer, Alex 
Ray, and all volunteers—thank you.

Lynn Rudmin Chong
Sanbornton, N.H.
Lynn:
It’s refreshing to be reminded that 

good people are doing good things—
generally unheralded—every day in 
this country.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trump Enshrining Evil Across the World
To the Editor:

President Trump’s newly pub-
lished National Security Strategy 
is a dream come true for imperi-
alist autocrats. Vladimir Putin has 
just confirmed this underlying 
“spirit” by saying Trump’s vision is 
largely aligned with Russia’s vision. 

Trump is effectively ceding in ad-
vance whatever land Putin wins in 
Ukraine, Poland, and even Western 
Europe. This is like allowing thieves 
to keep their loot rather than work-
ing to restore it to their rightful 
owners.

Normally, warring parties en-
ter a peace process, where the new 
spheres of influence among neigh-
boring nations is subject to the on-
going concerns of non-imperialist 
nations and of international law 
treaties like NATO.

In its present Trumpian form, the 
new boundaries established by rogue 
nations the world over are essential-
ly made permanent without a peace 
conference and without ongoing 
international supervision. This more 
resembles the medieval “right of 
conquest” of kings. Each king who 
spreads his own skirts over new land 
in his part of the world gets to keep 
it. This gives Europe to expansionist 
Putin, Asia to Xi, and the western 
hemisphere to Trump.

This is the peace pipe that Trump 
is smoking with Putin and Xi today.

Kimball Shinkoskey
Woods Cross, Utah
Kimball:
If Bill Clinton or Barack Obama 

had gone to such lengths to accommo-
date a Russian despot, they’d have been 
crucified—by the party that now wor-
ships our own despot.

If anyone has a better explanation 
for this bizarre phenomenon than an 
extensive blackmail operation, we 
would dearly love to hear it.

The Editor

19 – The New York express tonight 
struck a peddler’s team near Wil-
liams bridge, grinding the horse 
and wagon into very small pieces. 
When the trainman went back with 
a stretcher to pick up the driver he 
jumped up and dashed off across 
the fields as fast as he could run, evi-
dently crazed with fright.

MADISON, WIS., Dec. 23 – 
Two men fishing in Sugar river, near 
the little village of Mt. Vernon, about 
20 miles from here, on Friday, found 
a bag containing the head and other 
remains of a human body sunk in 
the river. The head was identified as 

that of William Crist, a young man 
who had been employed as a cheese 
maker in the village factory. Inves-
tigation resulted in the strongest 
circumstantial evidence pointing to 
Joseph Davidson, a cheese maker, 
as the murderer. Crist lived with the 
latter, and the motive of the crime 
was probably to get possession of 
$400 which the murdered man had 
in his possession.

BRADFORD, PA., Dec. 23 – 
Three nitro glycerine magazines 
near here blew up last night, smash-
ing all the glass in the neighborhood, 
and demolishing houses half a mile 
away. Nine persons were injured, two 
fatally.

LOWELL, MASS., Dec. 24 
– John J. Lynch, a drunken brute, 
quarrelled with his family today. He 
locked his wife up in a room tonight 
and told her she would not live to 
see Christmas. One of her girls and 
a boy, aroused by their mother’s 
screams, rushed into the room, when 
the brute hurled them aside and 
seizing an axe buried the weapon in 
his wife’s head. Lynch was locked up. 
The wound is not necessarily fatal. 
Later the wife presented a pitiable 
sight, sitting in a dingy apartment 
with an infant in her arms, suffer-
ing great agony, while she strove to 
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Smart Fish Don’t Bite

new poetry by 
W.D. Ehrhart

https://tinyurl.com/5f82utt9

Better Old News Than New Lies

Who Would Jesus Vote For?

from previous page

Health Care by 
Kafka, Groucho, 
and Trump

by W.D. Ehrhart

I recently had lunch with a man 
who’d grown up in my home 

town. I don’t know him well, but I’ve 
known him for 70 of my 77 years. 
He is a good and decent man, a hus-
band, father, and grandfather fully 
engaged in the life of his community.

Before we ate lunch, he bowed his 
head and folded his hands in prayer. 
And when we parted, he whispered 
in my ear, “Remember the empty 
tomb,” a reminder that Christ Is 
Risen and alive in this world.

But this man also voted for Don-
ald Trump in 2016, 2020, and 2024, 
and has no regrets about having 
done so. And I simply cannot un-
derstand why anyone who professes 
to be a Christian and a follower of 
Jesus Christ can possibly explain 
or justify supporting a person who 

openly mocks the disabled; sexually 
abuses women; hates and seeks to 
punish anyone who opposes him; is 
intolerant of diversity, anyone who’s 
not “white,” the LGBTQ commu-
nity, and immigrants both illegal 
and legal; cozies up to murderers like 
Vladimir Putin, Kim Jong Un, and 
Mohammed bin Salman; spends 
billions of dollars to build himself 
a ballroom while screwing millions 
of Americans out of the money they 
need merely to feed themselves and 
their families; enriches himself, his 
family, and his friends at the expense 
of absolutely everyone else; and… 
well, I could go on, but you get the 
point.

I happen to know a fair amount 
about the Bible and what it tells us 
about the kind of man Jesus of Naz-
areth was. My father was a Prot-
estant minister. I went to Sunday 

by Jim Hightower

What a mess.
I mean America’s corpo-

ratized, bureaucratic, profiteering 
medical system. It’s as though the 
Marx Brothers and Franz Kafka 
conspired to create it.

Yet, in the midst of that mess, 
there is one saving grace—namely 
the everyday workforce of dedicat-
ed nurses, therapists, hygienists, and 
other skilled, hands-on professionals 
who are the true heart of health care.

Astonishingly, though, when 
Trump & Co. bellowed this year 
that they intended to reform the 
medical system and slash costs, guess 
who they targeted for cuts? Certain-
ly not the lavishly-paid CEOs and 
corporate price gougers who donate 
billions to Trump. Instead, they’re 
going after our frontline caregivers, 
the one segment of the system that 
prioritizes patient health over cor-
porate profits.

Yet, channeling Kafka’s surreal-
ism and Groucho’s slapstick, Trump 
and his GOP Congress are not only 
downgrading this vital workforce, 
but denigrating it. They’ve directed 
the U.S. Education Department 
to decree that nurses are no longer 
“professionals.”

One immediate impact is that 
many young people who want to 
pursue careers in patient care will 
no longer be eligible for the govern-
ment’s student loans for advanced 
medical courses. This means that 
non-rich students will effectively be 
blocked from earning specialized 
degrees… and higher salaries. In 
the bigger picture, Trump’s insult to 
these essential medical professionals 
amounts to government-enforced 
plutocracy, mandating inequality, as 
well as inferior health care. 

Moreover, three-fourths of the 
health-provider jobs Trump wants 
to degrade are filled by women. Ap-
parently, it’s part of his increasing at-
tempts to belittle and bully women. 
As one nurse says of his attack on 
her profession: “It’s just a smack in 
the face.” 

For information and action, go to 
NationalNursesUnited.org.

–=≈=–
Copyright 2025 by Jim Hightower 
& Associates. Contact Laura Ehrlich 
(Laura@jimhightower.com) for more 
information.

–=≈=–

school and church every week for 
the first 15 & ½ years of my life. In 
my pre-teens, I even had to go to 
vacation Bible school for two weeks 
every summer. And throughout my 
entire life, I have had all sorts of oc-
casions to return to the Bible.

The man I find in my Bible—the 
guy Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
tell us about—used to hang around 
with a lot of working-class folks. Of 
his closest friends, the disciples, at 
least four were fishermen, and may-
be several others as well; one was a 
tax collector (not a respectable pro-
fession in those days), another per-
haps a carpenter like Jesus himself, 
and another possibly associated with 
the radically anti-Roman Zealots.

Jesus certainly didn’t hang around 
with the Pharisees and Sadducees, 
or with King Herod and his court-
iers, let alone any of the Roman 
rulers of Judea. He didn’t actually 
think very well of rich people, saying 
that it was easier for a camel to go 
through “the eye of the needle” than 
for a rich man to get into heaven. 
And when the rich and dishonest 
tax collector Zacchaeus tells Jesus 
he will give half of his wealth to the 
poor and pay back four-fold all those 
he has cheated, Jesus replies, “Today 
salvation has come to this house.”

Consider the only time he ever 
got visibly angry and resorted to vio-
lence. That was all about rich people: 
the money-changers and merchants 
in the temple. He overturns their 
tables, scatters their coins, and even 
uses a whip to drive them away. Not 
exactly a big fan of capitalism or the 
profit motive.

Speaking of which, throughout 
the Gospels, there are at least 23 
instances of Jesus healing the sick 
and ministering to the lame—the 
most famous incidents are bringing 
Lazarus back from the dead, heal-
ing a leper, and restoring the ear of 
the high priest’s servant that got 
hacked off by one of the disciples on 

the night of Jesus’s arrest. And it’s 
even better than single-payer health 
insurance, because he does it all for 
free. Doesn’t ask for one shekel.

Moreover, he doesn’t want anyone 
to go hungry either. That’s what the 
story of the five loaves and two fishes 
is all about. He feeds thousands of 
hungry people. And again, he does 
it all for free. Doesn’t even have any 
kind of need-based criteria.

And as for tolerance, love and 
compassion for those in need, Jesus 
tells about the man who was beaten 
and left for dead by the side of the 
road. Several “respectable” people 
passed by, but none of them stopped 
to help the injured man. However, a 
Samaritan, a member of an outcast 
group other Jews looked down on, 
stopped and helped the man, saving 
his life and financially providing for 
his further recovery.

Consider the famous Sermon on 
the Mount with its eight beatitudes. 
I think in particular of these: Blessed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth; blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy; blessed 
are the pure of heart, for they shall 
see God; blessed are the peacemak-
ers, for they shall be called Children 
of God.

How many of these can we ascribe 
to the 47th president of the United 
States? Or to his administration: the 
Stephen Millers, Pam Bondis, Kash 
Patels, Kristi Noems, Pete Hegseths, 
and their ilk?

So I’d like to ask all you Chris-
tians who are reading this: would 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Lamb of 
God, the Prince of Peace, the Light 
of the World, have voted for Donald 
J. Trump even once, let alone three 
times?

–=≈=–
W.D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War memoir 
trilogy also published by McFar-
land. 

excuse her husband’s act to the re-
porters. Lynch is a brother to Gen. 
Butler’s gardener, and is a good ma-
chinist, but has done no work for 
some time, his wife and six children 
supporting him.

Mrs. John Stone, residing near 
Albion, Iowa, had her husband ar-
rested Thursday for beating her, sued 
him for divorce, and drowned herself 
in the river Saturday night. She was 
the mother of six children.

Ex-Chief of Police Ditsch of Kan-
sas city, Mo., suicided at his daugh-
ter’s grave on Saturday night. He 
had charge of the funds of the Police 
Relief Association, and there is a big 
shortage. Hence these bullets.

A smooth-tongued young man 
was arrested in New York last week 
for working the bunco game on a 
wealthy farmer living near Milling-
wood, Ont. He got $22,000.

A dynamite magazine exploded 
at Mt. Pleasant, Ohio, on Sunday 
afternoon, and it is reported that 
several men were killed.

Steamer Belgic, just arrived at San 
Francisco from Hong Kong, brings 
advices of a terrible fire at Saigon, 
Nov. 20th. The flames had been ex-
tinguished only half an hour when 
a flood came and swept away em-
bankments and bridges. The double 
visitation caused great misery.

Mattie King, who keeps a low place 
in Franklin block, was arrested by the 
police Monday, and created consider-
able excitement by her boisterous and 
frantic efforts to free herself. A male 
companion was taken into custody 
soon after, and a third person eluded 
the officers. If all reports are true it is 
high time the place was cleaned out, 

and it is to be hoped this move on the 
part of the police will be followed by 
others like it.

Cheeky Thieves
About midnight Saturday night 
Mrs. Downs, widow of Mr. John B. 
Downs, who lives on the corner of 
Water and Hancock streets, hearing 
a noise in her yard looked out the 
window, and seeing two men envel-
oped in waterproofs such as women 
wear, near her hencoop, asked what 
they were doing. and received for an 
answer an invitation to “go to ____!” 
The ruffians carried off seven hens. 
It is to be hoped their Christmas 
dinner very badly disagreed with 
their digestion. They evidently knew 
there was no man in the house at the 
time.

There must be something rad-
ically wrong at the railroad yard in 
Concord, for hardly a day passes 
without a serious accident occurring 
there. The People and Patriot of that 
city says of it: “this is the yard of all 
others to make cripples and corpses.”

The church at Shaker village, 
Canterbury, was buit in 1792, and 
has never been reshingled. The shin-
gles were of heart pine, fastened on 
with wooden pegs.

The decline in value of hill-town 
farms in Massachusetts is put at 50 
per cent during the last ten years. 
… The shrinkage in several town 
values have been from $300,000 to 
$800,000.

The New Hampshire Gazette
December 27, 1888

–=≈=–
Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers 
from which the items above were 
excerpted. – The Ed.

–=≈=–
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, December 16Monday, December 15Sunday, december 14 Wednesday, December 17 Thursday, December 18 Friday, December 19 Saturday, December 20

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

“No man is worth his salt who is 
not ready at all times to risk his 
body, to risk his well-being, to 
risk his life, in a great cause.” 

— Theodore Roosevelt

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

Tuesday, December 23Monday, December 22Sunday, December 21 Wednesday, December 24 Thursday, December 25 Friday, December 26 Saturday, December 27

Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

The Astute Businessperson
may want to consider the anachronistic 

affordability of advertising in our 
venerable news medium.

This space, for example, could be had for 
a mere $40 per fortnight. 

Try to find such a bargain elsewhere!
(603) 433-9898, or editors@nhgazette.com
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2022—A transcript reveals that Sean 
Hannity “did not believe… for one 
second” the lies he let Dolt#45’s law-
yer tell on his Fox “News” show.
2008—Todd Carmichael reaches the 
South Pole after 692 miles on skis and 
on foot, solo, in less than 40 days.
2006—Saparmurat Niyazov’s term of 
office ends. Turkmenistan’s President 
for Life leaves a legacy of many golden 
statues… of himself.
2001—“All in all,” says George 
W.[MD] Bush, “it’s been a fabulous 
year for Laura and me.”
1996—After two years of denial, 
Rep. Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) admits 
to ethics violations.
1989—Vice President J. Danforth 
Quayle sends out 30,000 Xmas cards 
in which “beacon” is spelled “beakon.”
1988—PanAm Flight 103 explodes 
over Lockerbie; 270 perish.
1970—The Oval Office: Elvis gives 
Tricky Dick a chromed Colt .45; Dick 
gives Elvis a Narcotics Bureau badge.
1924—Real headline, N.Y. Times: 
“Hitler Tamed By Prison”.
1921—The anarchist Bonnot Gang 
robs a Paris bank then steals a limo—
thus inventing the getaway car.
1919—Emma Goldman is deported 
for speaking out against the draft.
1913—Joe Pulitzer’s New York World 
introduces an intriguing new feature: 
he calls it a “word-cross” puzzle. 
1907—The Chilean Army breaks 
a strike by machine gunning 2,000 
Chilean nitrate miners.

2020—AG Bill Barr quits, the first 
Covid vaccines are administered, the 
Electoral College elects Biden Presi-
dent, and Dolt #45 claims he won.
2012—New Hampshire-born Adam 
Lanza shoots his gun-enthusiast 
mother, six other adults, and 20 kids 
at a Newtown, Conn. school.
2008—“This is a farewell kiss from 
the Iraqi people, you dog,” yells 
Muntadhar al-Zaidi, as he flings his 
shoe at George W.[MD] Bush.
1987—Chrysler admits it sold thou-
sands of used cars as new ones.
1986—Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager 
begin a nine-day, non-stop, around-
the-world flight.
1981—Defending his taxpayer-fund-
ed cocktail parties at the Lee Man-
sion, Interior Sec. James Watts says 
“Mr. Reagan has the White House. I 
have Arlington [National Cemetery].”
1973—The President of the U.S.—
“Tricky Dick”—personally thanks the 
leader of the U.S. branch of Rev. Sun 
Myung Moon’s cult for his support.
1972—The last men on the moon leave.
1942—A German priest writes Pope 
Pius XII a letter: Nazis are killing up 
to 6,000 Poles and Jews per day in 
“SS-furnaces” at Belzec, Poland.
1931—Young unemployed workers 
stage a protest at a Chicago flophouse, 
winning better hours and food.
1774—Local militiamen seize pow-
der and arms from Fort William and 
Mary, near Portsmouth. It comes in 
handy six months later at Bunker Hill.

2000—Sen. Phil Gramm gives En-
ron the energy futures deregulation 
it wants, hidden in an appropriations 
bill. One year later Enron is bankrupt.
1997—Paula Jones’ lawyers maneuver 
Bill Clinton into signing a legal docu-
ment claiming he’d not had sex with 
government workers.
1986—Bill Casey, CIA director, suf-
fers a handy seizure, preventing him 
from testifying about Iran/Contra.
1971—Philip Morris’s Board holds a 
luncheon at 21 for Lewis Powell, a Di-
rector who’s about to join SCOTUS. 
He’s given a judge’s robe with Philip 
Morris & Marlboro logos on it.
1969—The Mormon Church reaf-
firms its “no Black priests” policy.
1967—A 2.5 mm-deep defect in a part 
collapses the 39 year-old Silver Bridge 
over the Ohio River, killing 46. 
1960—Police in Palm Beach arrest 
N.H. resident Richard Pavlick before 
he can kill John F. Kennedy with his 
Buick full of dynamite.
1922—Harvard’s President defends 
its policy of banning Black students 
from dining rooms and residences.
1890—Sitting Bull’s home at Stand-
ing Rock is raided by 39 Indian Agen-
cy police. Sitting Bull and seven allies 
are killed, as are eight cops.
1873—Erie County, N.Y. Sheriff 
[and future U.S. President] Stephen 
Grover Cleveland impregnates Maria 
Halpin, a widow he’d been dating. He 
has mother and child put into asylums: 
lunatic and orphan, respectively. 

2005—The New York Times reports 
that the NSA has been tapping U.S. 
telephones without a warrant.
2001—U.S. troops at Tora Bora ask 
for  help catching Osama bin Laden. 
Donald Rumsfeld denies their re-
quest; bin Laden walks away.
1988—Bush #41 nominates noto-
riously boozy womanizer Sen. John 
Tower [R-Texas] to run the Depart-
ment of  Defense. His confirmation 
hearings do not go well.
1988—Perennial Presidential candi-
date Lyndon LaRouche—Rochester, 
N.H.’s most famous native—is con-
victed of tax and mail fraud.
1973—Protestors celebrate the 200th 
Anniversary of the Boston Tea Party 
by hanging Richard Nixon in effigy.
1970—Big Milk offers Nixon a $2 
million “campaign contribution” if 
he’ll cut milk imports. A fortnight lat-
er Nixon imposes milk import quotas.
1965—Gen. Westmoreland, already 
commanding 200,000 men in Viet-
nam, asks for another 243,000.
1960—Two airliners collide over 
Manhattan killing a total of 134.
1950—Spooked by Commies, Harry 
S Truman proclaims a national emer-
gency. It stays in effect until 1976.
1835—A two-day fire destroys 674 
buildings in New York, bankrupting 
insurance companies and kicking off 
the Depression of 1837.
1773—“Sons of Liberty” disguised as 
Mohawks dump 342 chests of tea into 
Boston Harbor.

2010—Street vendor Mohamed 
Bouazizi sets himself afire, thereby 
igniting the Tunisian Revolution and 
the subsequent Arab Spring.
2006—Bill Kristol predicts on “Fox 
News Sunday,” “Barack Obama is not 
going to beat Hillary Clinton in a sin-
gle Democratic primary.”
1998—Impeachment pending, Bill 
Clinton wags the dog: half the Pen-
tagon’s cruise missiles explode in Iraq.
1967—“I know this beach like the 
back of my hand,” says Australian 
Prime Minister Harold Holt, before 
disappearing in heavy surf.
1960—A U.S.A.F. C-131 hits a Mu-
nich steeple, then falls onto a trolley. 
All 20 on the plane die, along with 18 
in the trolley and 11 on the street.
1953—The NLRB rules that it’s OK 
for companies to force workers to at-
tend anti-union meetings.
1951—Black Americans petition UN 
officials in Paris and New York for 
relief from genocidal U.S. domestic 
policies. They’re ignored.
1947—The National Security Coun-
cil, just 90 days old, gives the CIA $1 
million to mess with Italian elections.
1944—Adm. “Bull” Halsey sails 
the 3rd Fleet into a typhoon. Three 
destroyers sink; nine other ships are 
damaged, 100 aircraft are lost, and 
790 sailors die, mostly by drowning.
1927—The U.S. sub S-4 is rammed 
and sunk off Provincetown by Coast 
Guard destroyer Paulding, which is 
hunting rum runners; 40 are lost.

2020—Dolt #45’s lame duck brain 
trust holds a boozy, shouty, six-hour 
sedition-fest in the White House.
2019—Donald Trump is impeached.
2005—“Not only can we win the war 
in Iraq,” says George W.[MD] Bush 
962 days after Mission Accomplished, 
“we’re winning the war in Iraq.”
2004—“America’s Most Wanted’s” 
John Walsh says he most wants broth-
ers Jahbir and Alfonso Fowle.
2000—“If this were a dictatorship,” 
says George W.[MD] Bush on CNN, 
“it’d be a heck of a lot easier, just so 
long as I’m the dictator.”
1996—G-Man Earl Pitts is arrested 
for moonlighting for the KGB.
1975—A week-long visit from the 
Santa Claus Army culminates at a Co-
penhagen department store: 100 cos-
tumed anarchists give gifts taken right 
from the shelf, until cops nix the fun.
1957—Neon signs and car lots get 
their first jolt of nuke-generated juice.
1946—Eddie Rickenbacker flies a 
DC-3 over Broadway so Damon Run-
yon Jr. can scatter his father’s ashes.
1941—Outnumbered 10 to one, U.S. 
forces lose Guam to the Japanese.
1917—Prohibition, also known as the 
Organized Crime Job Creation Act, 
goes to the states for ratification. 
1907—An explosion kills 361 coal min-
ers in Monongah, W. Va.
1867—Differing track widths cause 
a train to derail in Angola, N.Y. One 
wooden car drops 40 feet and catches 
fire; 49 passengers burn to death.

2020—Loser: “Big protest in D.C. on 
January 6th. Be there, will be wild!”
1998—As Bill Clinton is being 
impeached for some hanky-panky, 
Speaker-elect Bob Livingston resigns 
to cover up a bit of his own.
1997—Real headline, N.Y. Times: 
“C.I.A. Says It Has Found No Link 
Between Itself and Crack Trade”.
1974—Norris Cotton finagles a bill 
giving New Hampshire’s senior Sena-
tor the right in perpetuity to comman-
deer Daniel Webster’s old desk.
1946—The Viet Minh begin kicking 
the French out of Indo-China.
1944—Primarily due to bad general-
ship, two-thirds of the 106th Infantry, 
comprising 8,000 men, must surren-
der during the Battle of the Bulge.
1941—Ex-corporal Hitler takes di-
rect command of the German Army.
1923—Klansmen burn a cross and ex-
plode 12 bombs on the campus of the 
University of Dayton. It’s Catholic.
1910—Spurred on by the Baltimore 
Sun, that city mandates the racial seg-
regation of residential areas.
1907—An explosion kills 239 coal 
miners, many minors, in Smithton, Pa.
1865—South Carolina passes a law 
requiring all Black “servants” to sign 
contracts with their “masters” and be 
“polite” while working dawn-to-dusk.
1777—George Washington’s bedrag-
gled army arrives at Valley Forge, Pa.
1776—Thomas Paine’s American 
Crisis is first published; “These are the 
times that try men’s souls….”

2002—The ten largest U.S. brokerage 
houses cough up $1.44 billion in fines 
rather than risk a trial over charges 
that they fleeced their customers.
2002—Sen. Majority Leader Trent 
Lott (R-Miss.) steps down amid crit-
icism after expressing nostalgia for 
1948-style White Supremacy.
1989—Ex-CIA boss George H. 
[Hoover] W. Bush invades Panama to 
arrest ex-CIA asset Manuel Noriega.
1983—Don Rumsfeld schmoozes 
with mass murderer Saddam Hussein 
in Baghdad at R. Reagan’s request. 
1973—A Basque bomb sends a 
Dodge Dart over a five-story building 
in Madrid. In it is PM Luis Carrero 
Blanco, aka “Spain’s first astronaut.”
1960—CIA chief Allen Dulles meets 
with bigwigs from Standard Oil, Tex-
aco, ITT, Domino Sugar, and other 
major U.S. corporations, who instruct 
him to overthrow Fidel Castro.
1956—Segregated buses are no more.
1946—Businessmen Charles Lucia-
no, Meyer Lansky, Frank Costello, 
Vito Genovese, Joseph Bonnano and 
others confer in Havana, Cuba.
1935—P.W. Tierney, the only son of 
J.G. Tierney, becomes the last man to 
die while working on Hoover Dam.
1921—J.G. Tierney is caught in a 
flood, becoming one of the first men 
to die while working on Hoover Dam.
1786—Hannah Ocuish, a cognitive-
ly-impaired 12-year-old Pequot Indi-
an girl, thanks the executioner for his 
kindness before she’s hanged.

2001—Richard Reid’s shoe-bomb 
fizzles, but all air passengers must still 
remove shoes before boarding.
1984—Asked for money on a New 
York subway, Bernhard Goetz dishes 
out some lead instead. Then he flees 
to—where else?—New Hampshire. 
1974—Seymour Hersh exposes the 
CIA’s Operation Chaos in the New 
York Times: 10,000 Americans under 
illegal surveillance since 1967.
1973—“Dick” Nixon’s paranoid agi-
tation at a Joint Chiefs of Staff meet-
ing leaves four-stars wondering, “did 
he just ask us if we’d back a coup?”
1967—The CIA hands the President 
a second report on its illegal surveil-
lance of anti-war activists. Again, it 
finds no evidence supporting his be-
lief in foreign influence. LBJ rejects 
report #2 and demands a third.
1963—One month after 11/22, CIA 
creator H. Truman calls for its “op-
erational duties” to be “terminated.”
1944—With his 101st Airborne sur-
rounded in Bastogne, and Germans 
demanding surrender, General An-
thony McAuliffe replies “Nuts.”
1909—At the funeral of King Leop-
old II, Belgians boo their sovereign.
1813—Eighteen acres of downtown 
Portsmouth burn, from Daniel to 
Court Streets, from Fleet to the river; 
272 buildings are destroyed. 
1757—Incensed by British press 
gangs, a Portsmouth mob, hundreds 
strong, drags HMS Enterprise’s long-
boat two miles inland and burns it.

2019—After crashes kill 346, Boeing 
CEO Dennis A. Muilenburg gets a 
$62.2 million golden parachute.
2004—NASA gives odds of 1 in 233 
that an asteroid will hit Earth in 2029.
1994—Tipped off by a Boston FBI 
agent that he’s about to be arrested, 
James “Whitey” Bulger takes a pow-
der. He’s on the lam for 16.5 years.
1986—The airplane Voyager com-
pletes its nonstop circumnavigation.
1971—Nixon lets Jimmy Hoffa out 
of prison but bars him from running 
against Frank Fitzsimmons, whose 
Teamsters then back Nixon.
1963—FBI officials begin scheming 
to “neutralize” Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. with wiretapping, bugging, 
infiltration, sabotage, and blackmail.
1955—James Kutcher, a legless WW 
II vet, has his disability payments cut 
off, too, because he’s a Socialist.
1953—In Korea, 21 American POWs 
refuse to go home. In response, the 
CIA starts studying mind control.
1944—Lax security combines with 
German industriousness: 25 Nazis 
escape from Phoenix’s Papago Park 
POW camp through a 178-foot tun-
nel hacked out of rock-hard caliche.
1924—The world’s biggest manufac-
turers of light bulbs form the secret 
Phoebus cartel. Its aim: shorten the 
life-span of light bulbs by 60 percent.
1849—Tied half-naked to a pole, 
Fyodor Dostoevsky is presumably 
pleased to learn he’ll be going to Sibe-
ria for four years, instead of being shot.

2003—Responding to “credible in-
tel,” Mike Hayden tells his British 
counterpart to take over his NSA du-
ties if al-Qaeda nukes D.C. on Xmas.
1992—George Herbert [Hoover] 
Walker Bush pardons Caspar “Cap” 
Weinberger, Bob McFarlane, and 4 
other Iran-Contra creeps, coinciden-
tally protecting his own sorry self.
1979—The Soviet Army enters Af-
ghanistan to prop up the Marxist 
government. Oops. They correct their 
mistake after just nine years.
1971—Her airliner having fallen 
apart after being hit by lightning two 
miles above the Amazon, Juliane 
Koepcke, 17, falls into the jungle. She 
survives with minor injuries.
1963—Top CIA counterspy and 
Friend-of-the-Mob James Jesus An-
gleton shuts down the Agency’s inves-
tigation of Lee Harvey Oswald.
1926—Eight Americans die and 
60 are hospitalized after President 
Coolidge says, “poison all alcohol.”
1913—During a union Christmas 
party at the Italian Hall in Calumet, 
Mich, thugs hired by copper bosses 
yell “Fire;” 73 die, 59 are kids.
1883—Increasingly deranged since 
his stabbing by John Wilkes Booth 
during Lincoln’s assassination, Maj. 
Henry Rathbone murders his wife. 
1865—Six ex-rebels, boozing it up in 
Pulaski, Tenn., form the KKK.
1851—A fire consumes 2/3rds of the 
Library of Congress. President Mil-
lard Fillmore leads a bucket brigade.

1989—Romania celebrates Christ-
mas and freedom by putting former 
President Nicolae Ceauşescu and his 
wife Elena before a firing squad.
1956—Civil rights activist Fred Shut-
tlesworth survives the Klan bombing 
of his Birmingham, Ala., home.
1951—Fifty drunken LAPD cops 
celebrate Christmas by giving severe 
beatings to six Chicano prisoners.
1951—In Mims, Fla., a bomb ex-
plodes under the home of NAACP 
leaders Harry T. and Harriette Moore 
on the night of their 25th anniversary. 
Both die; no one is indicted; 55 years 
later the state concludes that four 
long-dead Klansmen did it.
1914—German and British troops 
leave trenches, sing Christmas carols, 
shake hands, and share smokes.
1868—President Andy Johnson 
unconditionally pardons all those in-
volved in the “Southern Rebellion.”
1837—At Lake Okeechobee, Sem-
inoles under Billy Bowlegs trounce 
Zachary Taylor’s regulars.
1832—Enslaved Jamaicans rise up in 
rebellion. It’s the beginning of the end 
for slavery in the British Empire.
1802—In Portsmouth, N.H., 132 
buildings are destroyed by fire.
1793—After gathering the scattered 
bones of hundreds of soldiers massa-
cred two years earlier by Indians and 
burying them in a massive pit, troops 
under General “Mad Anthony” 
Wayne build Fort Recovery, Ohio, 
atop the mass grave.

2010—H. Kissinger apologizes for 
having told R. Nixon in 1973, “[if the 
Soviets] put Jews into gas chambers…
it is not an American concern. Maybe 
a humanitarian concern.”
2002—Americans learn a new eu-
phemism from the Washington Post: 
“extraordinary rendition” means kid-
napping and torture. A trial? Hah!
1996—U.S. Media pick JonBenet 
Ramsey to be the most celebrated of 
the 2,500 children murdered this year.
1991—The Supreme Soviet meets one 
last time and dissolves the USSR.
1971—Disgruntled Vietnam veterans 
occupy the Statue of Liberty.
1969—Having fought a shifting 
cargo of bombs, missiles, and mines 
for nine days in heavy seas, the crew 
of the freighter SS Badger State aban-
dons ship in mid-Pacific after a bomb 
explodes and blows a hole in the hull. 
Out of 40 crewmen, 11 survive.
1966—Time Magazine names “The 
Younger Generation” the “Man of the 
Year,” further exacerbating a pandem-
ic of unwarranted self-esteem.
1913—Writer and perennially-dis-
gruntled Civil War veteran Ambrose 
Bierce allegedly pens one final letter 
before vanishing in Mexico.
1908—Jack Johnson becomes the first 
Black heavyweight boxing champ.
1862—Under orders from President 
Lincoln, the U.S. Army hangs 38 
Sioux on one huge gallows.
1828—Cocheco “mill girls” in Dover 
go on the first all-woman strike.

1986—In San Diego, Cara Evelyn 
Knott is strangled by on-duty High-
way Patrolman Craig Alan Peyer.
1981—Supreme Court Associate 
Justice William H. Rehnquist checks 
into a hospital to kick his Placidyl™ 
habit and end the hallucinations.
1953—Mass. bans EC Comics’ ver-
sion of “The Night Before Christmas.” 
Illustrated by Will Elder, it features a 
just-divorced Santa driving a Cadillac 
sled and giving away poison.
1900—At the Carey Hotel, in Wich-
ita, Kansas, Carrie Nation introduces 
hatchets to her saloon-wrecking act.
1895—In Bill Curtis’s St. Louis sa-
loon, William “Billy” Lyons foolish-
ly—and fatally—grabs “Stagger Lee” 
Shelton’s brand new Stetson hat.
1827—Georgia proclaims “the lands 
of Georgia belong to her absolutely. 
The Indians are tenants at her will.” 
Benevolent solons give the indigenous 
inhabitants three years to get west of 
the Mississippi.
1763—Sixteen of the few living 
Conestoga Indians, huddled for pro-
tection in the Lancaster, Pa. work-
house, are mysteriously deserted by 
their guards. A mob known as “the 
Paxton Boys” hacks 14 of them, most-
ly children, to death. There is no inves-
tigation; no one is ever charged.
1739—A large crowd gathers to wit-
ness New Hampshire’s first execu-
tions: Sarah Simpson and Penelope 
Kenny are hanged in Portsmouth for 
infanticide.
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