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The Fortnightly Rant

The Rule of Law is So Passé

So much for any hope that the
cavalry might come to the rescue
of the republic.

In November, New Hampshire’s
Maggie Goodlander and five oth-
er Members of Congress, all with
backgrounds in the military or
national security, made a video in
which they reminded active duty
service members that they have a
right and and a duty to refuse illegal
orders.

They didn't record the video on
a whim. The Trump administra-
tion had been blowing up boats for
months, killing scores of people. As
yet, there has been no reckoning
for anyone involved, from the trig-
ger-pullers up to the very top of the
chain of command. But, as recent
trends have made all too clear, the
fact that there have been no legal
consequences doesn't mean the law
has not been broken.

With the executive branch out
committing crimes, and the judicial
branch washing its hands like Pilate,
lawmakers are the only ones in au-
thority left to raise objections.

Last Saturday, £/ Presidente Don-
ald Trump* ordered the U.S. Army’s
Delta Force into Venezuela. Though
they are, perhaps, the world’s most
highly-trained soldiers, they seem to
have skipped law day.

Supported by the U.S. Air Force
and twenty percent of the U.S. Na-
vy’s currently deployed ships, they
ignored Constitutional require-
ments, violated international law,
bombed ten locations in and around
Caracas, mowed down about thirty
bodyguards, and kidnapped Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro.

At a press conference, self-styled
“Secretary of War” Pete Hegseth
gloated over Maduro’s cap-
ture, throwing in a
little bad boy lingo to
bolster his own ego: '
“He efted around and @
he found out.”

If there were ever ¥
to be a tribunal on
this matter, Hegseth %
would surely be in the dock. With
justice in such short supply these
days, though, that does not seem
likely. Assuming the Secretary—
what a curiously gender-fluid title
for such a tough, tattooed he-man—
is never tried for carrying out illegal
orders, he’ll never “find out” himself.
So sad. Fit, drunk, and stupid is no
way to go through life.

Although military forces carried
out the attack, it’s been framed
largely as a law enforcement action.
Yet Attorney General Pam Bondi
has been conspicuously absent. Per-
haps she’s still busy scrubbing the
Epstein files. But she’ll have to talk
sooner or later, and she’s got some
splaining to do.

Charlie Savage of the New York

* Why should we 7o render his title in
Spanish? He said the other day he would
“run” Venezuela.

Times reported Wednesday that “a
memo, dated Sept. 5,2025...bless-
ed as lawful Mr. Trump’s extrajudi-
cial killings of people suspected of
smuggling drugs in international
waters.” That memo, Savage goes
on to write, “accepts and relies upon
Mr. Trump’s determination that the
United States is in a formal state of
armed conflict with a secret list of
two dozen drug cartels and gangs he
has deemed terrorists.”

What are we to make, then, of
this lede, published Tuesday in Peo-
ple: “During the arraignment of de-
posed Venezuelan President Nicolds
Maduro on Monday, Jan. 5th, Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s Department
of Justice quietly dropped a claim
about Maduro’s alleged cartel in-
volvement.”

But let us not fall into some Ban-
non-esque trap, here, and treat this
as a matter of law. Instead, if we
can stand it, let’s listen to Stephen
Miller, Donald Trump’s Berater fiir
Heimatschutz: “We live in a world
(in the real world) that is governed
by strength, force and power. These
are the iron laws that exist since the
beginning of time.”

OK, then. Let’s tell it like it is: we
have a president with a criminal re-
cord whose every public appearance
displays obvious signs of dementia.
Like everything else that comes out
of his mouth, his excuse for this lat-
est transgression is liable to change
at any moment, up to and including
complete refutation.

What can't be hidden is what
he’s just done: grabbed a sovereign
nation, not by the pussy, but by the
largest proven reserve of oil on the
planet. This is not just any old oil,
either. Venezuela’s “vast reserves of

extra-heavy crude are particu-

larly dirty, and its other reserves
are ‘also quite carbon- and meth-
J ane-intensive, Paasha Mahdavi
told Mother Jones.
e«  Great—all the bet-
" ter to further destabi-
lize the thin coating of
air that has—up to now—
made this rock habitable.

But let’s not lose our
heads. Instead, let’s ask, gui bono?
Oddly enough, the one most likely
to benefit is a billionaire hedge fund
manager. [Catcall from the cheap seats:
“‘Dub! Of course!’]

Paul Singer is not just any old bil-
lionaire, though. He was involved
in Fusion GPS, which funded the
Steele dossier. Having seen the Light
opportunity, though, he has come
around, investing contributing $8
milion to Trump’s campaign. And
he’s lining up a deal to buy Chevron,
the only U.S. oil outfit with assets in
Venezuela.

As if this werent enough already,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio says
Cuba may be next.

On what grounds? Because the
government there is run by old men
who are “senile and incompetent.”

CBS NEWS
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U.S. Forces Kill 32 Cubans During Venezuela Invasion

by Brett Wilkins

Cuba’s government said Sunday
that 32 Cubans, including mil-
itary and police officers, were killed
by U.S. forces during President
Donald Trump’s illegal invasion of
Venezuela and abduction of Vene-
zuelan President Nicolds Maduro
and his wife last weekend.

“As a result of the criminal attack
perpetrated by the United States
government against the sister Boli-
varian Republic of Venezuela... 32
Cubans lost their lives in combative
actions, who carried out missions
representing the Revolutionary
Armed Forces and the Ministry of
the Interior, at the request of coun-
terparts in the South American
country,” the office of Cuban Pres-
ident Miguel Diaz-Canel said in a
statement.

“Faithful to their responsibilities
to security and defense, our compa-
triots fulfilled their duty with digni-
ty and heroically and fell, after fierce
resistance, in direct combat against
the attackers or as a result of the
bombing of the facilities,” the Cu-
ban leader added.

Diaz-Canel also hailed the slain
security forces on X, posting, “Hon-
or and glory to the brave Cuban
combatants who fell confronting
terrorists in imperial uniform, who
kidnapped and illegally took out of
their country the president of Ven-
ezuela and his wife, whose lives our
own helped to protect at the request

of that sister nation.”

Trump also acknowledged the
deaths, telling reporters Sunday
aboard Air Force One that “a lot
of Cubans were killed yesterday”
during what members of his admin-
istration called a “law enforcement
operation.”

“There was a lot of death on the
other side,”Trump added. “No death
on our side.”

Cuba’s socialist government has
sent thousands of teachers, doctors,
technicians, and members of its
security forces to support the Boli-
varian Revolution launched under
then-Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez in 1999. There are believed
to be between 10,000 and 20,000
Cubans living in Venezuela, accord-
ing to official estimates from Hava-
na.

Venezuela said Sunday that the
preliminary death toll from the U.S.
invasion stood at 80, including at
least one civilian, 80-year-old Rosa
Gonzilez, who was reportedly killed
during a strike on a residential build-
ing near Caracas’airport.

Responding to the U.S. killing of
the 32 Cubans, Institute for Policy
Studies fellow Sanho Tree said on
Bluesky that the operation “should
be called a massacre as well as an act
of aggression.”

People’s Forum founder Mano-
lo De Los Santos, who is based in
Cuba, lauded the 32 Cubans who
“gave their lives defending Vene-
zuela’s sovereignty against Trump’s

murderous attack.”

“They fought to defend President
Maduro from being illegally kid-
napped,” he added. “This is the U.S.
[government’s] true face: Bombing,
kidnapping, and slaughter.”

Saturday wasn't the first time
that Cubans died defending a so-
cialist ally against U.S. invasion
and regime change. At least 24
Cubans—including soldiers, tech-
nicians, and construction work-
ers—were killed along with dozens
of Grenadian civilians and security
forces during a 1983 U.S. invasion
ordered by then-President Ronald
Reagan under a set of false pretenses
to overthrow the leftist New Jewel
Movement government of Prime
Minister Maurice Bishop. Nineteen
U.S. invaders were killed during the
operation.

In addition to Venezuela,
Trump—who has called himself
“the most anti-war president in his-
tory” despite ordering the bombing
of more countries than any of his
predecessors—and members of his
administration have threatened to
attack or acquire land from nations
and territories including Cana-
da, Colombia, Cuba, Denmark,
Greenland, Iran—which he already
attacked—Mexico, Palestine, and
Panama.

Brett Wilkins is a staff writer for
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons

(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).

BerTER OLD NEWS THAN NEW LIES

he Ohio house of representa-

tives has appointed a commit-
tee of five members to investigate
the charges made against four mem-
bers of the present house, that they
accepted bribes to vote for Henry
B. Payne for United States senator
while members of the last general
assembly. Senator Payne represents

the Standard Oil Co., and inciden-

tally the democracy.

[Subsequent investigations made it
clear that Washington Freemen, our
editor in 1886, was justified in his sus-
picions. Nevertheless, Paynes colleagues
in the Senate—perhaps not feeling
qualified to cast the first stone—de-
clined to expel him. — The Ed.]

A man named Lapour killed the
sherift of Colfax county, Neb., Jan.

12th, and was hung by a mob.

An oysterman named Thomas
Jefferson was frozen to death while
attempting to cross the bay at Gal-
veston, Texas, during the great cold
snap.

“The Seven Stars of the Myste-

Better Old News
fo page rwo
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The Blue Road to Hell

By Norman Solomon

en years after Donald Trump

first ran for president, he
stands at the helm of Titanic Amer-
ica. How did this happen?

No factors were more pivotal
than the outlooks and actions of
the Democratic Party leadership.
Scrutinizing them now is vital not
only for clarity about the past. It also
makes possible a clear focus on ways
to prevent further catastrophe.

Here’s actual history that corpo-
rate Democrats pretend didn't hap-
pen:

2016: Hillary Clinton offers
more of the status quo. Her allies
in the Democratic Party pull out all
the stops so she can win the party’s
presidential nomination. With a
big assist from the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, she prevails over
the strong primary challenge from
Bernie Sanders—but her campaign
trail goes downhill from there. After
rallying behind Sanders’s genuine
progressive populism, many young
people don't trust the pseudo-popu-
lism of Clinton’s campaign. She has
earned a millennial problem, and it
prevents her from becoming presi-
dent.

2017: Democratic Party lead-
ers can hardly blame themselves or
their nominee for the virtually unbe-
lievable circumstance of the Trump
presidency. A critical focus on Clin-
ton's coziness with Wall Street won't
do. Neither will critiquing her thinly
veiled contempt for the progres-
sive wing of the party. But blaming

Trump’s victory on Russia becomes
an obsessive theme.

2018: The Democratic leadership
is mapping out a battle plan for the
midterm elections in November.
At the same time, a key priority is
to thwart the inside threat posed by
progressive forces. Establishment
Democrats are keeping a watchful
eye and political guns trained on
Bernie Sanders.

2019: Democrats take control of
the House, and a large cast of po-
litical characters is off and running
for the party’s presidential nomina-
tion. Sanders and Senator Elizabeth
Wiarren are at the left edge, while
more than a dozen others jostle for
media attention. For elites deter-
mined to retain undemocratic pow-
er, seeing either Sanders or Warren
in the Oval Office would be the
worst possible outcome.

2020: Early in the year, the eco-
nomic populism of the Sanders
campaign continues to catch fire,
while many forces team up to func-
tion as fire extinguishers. The Dem-
ocratic Party establishment acts to
smother the grassroots blaze. After
Joe Biden’s fifth-place finish in the
New Hampshire primary puts his
campaign on life-support, rescue
comes eighteen days later from
South Carolina, where Biden wins
a landslide primary victory—and
then several corporate-friendly con-
tenders quickly drop out of the race
and effusively endorse him. When
Biden clinches the nomination, pro-
gressives largely close ranks behind
him to defeat Trump. Biden squeaks

through.

2021: President Biden's first year
includes backing and signing legis-
lation with real benefits for tens of
millions of Americans. But his re-
solve dissipates. Before the end of
the year, he abandons Build Back
Better legislation that would have
been transformational. Notably,
Biden withdraws all U.S. troops
from Afghanistan in late summer—
but overall he opts to fuel militarism,
with ever-higher Pentagon spend-
ing instead of devoting adequate
resources to meet human needs and
protect nature. The president goes
full speed ahead with “moderniza-
tion” plans for nuclear weapons that
already have a pre-overrun price tag
of $1.7 trillion.

2022: Biden relapses into his cus-
tomary “moderate” political mode,
while his capacity to speak coherent-
ly weakens. Party discipline, inter-
nalized by Democrats in Congress,
precludes independent-minded
leadership as they begin to proclaim
that Biden should run for re-elec-
tion. Conformity of groupthink and
fear of retribution from the White
House keep people quiet.

2023: A real-life Shakespearean
tragedy unfolds as Biden throws
down a gauntlet to run for re-elec-
tion even while his mental frailty
becomes more evident. Enablers
ignore the party’s base, with polls
continuing to show that most Dem-
ocrats don’t want him to be the next
nominee (including 94 percent of
Democrats under 30). A common
canard—pushed by Biden’s coterie
of sycophants—contends that be-
cause he defeated Trump once, he’s

the best person to do it again; the
claim ignores the fact that Trump
2020 represented an unpopular
status quo, and Biden 2024 would
represent an even more unpopular
status quo, as “right track / wrong
track” polling makes crystal clear.
Soon after Hamas attacks Israel on
October 7th and the Israeli military
starts its siege of Gaza, Biden begins
to further alienate many of his par-
ty’s usual voters by massively boost-
ing U.S. military aid as the slaughter
of Palestinian civilians escalates.

2024: Among top Democrats,
denial about Biden’s evident cogni-
tive infirmity grows along with the
infirmity itself. Even after Biden’s
disastrous debate performance in
late June, the political reflex of dis-
sembling prevents him from bowing
out for another 28 days. That leaves
107 days for the newly installed
nominee Kamala Harris to pick up
the pieces before Election Day. At
first it seems that she might find
ways to depart from coming across
as Biden’s yes-woman, but there is
no such departure. Nothing epito-
mizes the Harris campaign’s moral
collapse more than her insistence on
echoing the Biden line about Gaza
while the U.S. continues to arm Is-
rael’s military as it methodically kills
Palestinian civilians. In the process,
Harris chooses to ignore both hu-
man decency and polls showing
that far more voters would be like-
ly to cast their ballots for her if she
were to come out against sending
more armaments to Israel. Electoral
disaster ensues.

Last month, two events showed
the huge contradiction between the

potential for true progressive change
and the dire reality of feckless Dem-
ocratic Party leaders. When socialist
Zohran Mamdani won election as
mayor of New York after running
as a Democrat, he said: “If there is
any way to terrify a despot, it is by
dismantling the very conditions
that allowed him to accumulate
power. This is not only how we stop
Trump; it’s how we stop the next
one.” A week later, eight members
of the Senate’s Democratic caucus
surrendered to Trump, betraying
efforts to defend Obamacare and a
healthcare status quo that still leaves
tens of millions uninsured or under-
insured. The capitulation meant that
the nation’s healthcare crisis would
get even worse.

Craven and conformist Demo-
cratic Party leadership—coloring in-
side corporate lines while enmeshed
with rich backers—hardly offers a
plausible way to defeat the Trump
forces, much less advance a humane
political agenda. Saving the country
from autocracy requires recogniz-
ing and overcoming the chokehold
that Democratic leaders have on the

party.

Norman Solomon is the national
director of RootsAction.org and
executive director of the Institute
for Public Accuracy. He is the au-
thor of War Made Invisible: How
America Hides the Human Toll
of Its Military Machine (7he
New Press, 2024). The timeline
above is drawn from his new book,
'The Blue Road to Trump Hell,
which is free as an e-book or PDF
at BlueRoad.info.

The Pilgrims and Puritans would have been horrified fo know that in the
fuz‘ure, the town they knew as Strawbery Banke would—while carefully
employing euphemisms to adhere to the law—celebrate Christmas with a
gargantuan tree such as this. But they probably wouldn’t have been sur-
prised. As Ray Brighton notes in the title of his history of Portsmouth, Eu-
ropean settlers in these parts didn’t cross the ocean to pray. They came to fish.
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rious Ten and the Daughters of the
Sepulchre”is the dazzling title of an
assessment life insurance association
of Texas.

Mary Welch, seventy years old,
residing in Lewiston, Me., was
burned to death Jan. 12th, through
her clothes taking fire from a lamp
which she dropped.

A Boston company is at work
upon the extensive Indian shell-
heaps of Damariscotta, Me. The
shells are barrelled and sent to Bos-
ton, where they are ground up and
placed in the market as poultry
food. How little the noble red man
thought, when he was devouring the
succulent clam centuries ago, that he
was storing up material with which

to feed the hen of the paleface.

Near Dawes City, Neb., a stage
coach was robbed of $15,000, in-
tended for the payment of United
States troops at Fort Robinson.

In an accident on the Baltimore
& Ohio railroad at Colburg, Ind.,
two firemen and an engineer were
killed, and another engineer horri-
bly crushed.

A vessel’s after house, and two
skeletons tied to each other by rope,
were thrown ashore on the north
side of Martha’s Vineyard by the re-
cent storm. They are supposed to be
relics of the Cizy of Columbus wreck
of two years ago, a lot of shoes, sim-
ilar to those taken from the wreck
at the time, having also been thrown
up by the sea.

The Chicago socialists, who are
nearly all Germans, propose to inau-
gurate the “social revolution” about

May 1st, by breaking up the militia
and destroying the public buildings
with dynamite bombs.

Free soup is to be given out by the
Boston police, beginning to-day, Jan.
18th.

Mayor Harrison, of Chicago, says
he fears no serious outbreak of So-
cialists.

“Poker” Taylor, of Henrietta,
Texas, was beating his wife brutal-
ly when the son, thirteen years old,
stopped the old man’s fun by send-
ing a bullet through his breast.

Editor Stead, of the Pall Mall
(London) Gazette,has been released
from prison.

Professor O.S. Fowler, of Buffalo,
N.Y,, the aged philanthropist, has
been arrested and accused of illegally

to next page
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‘Filled With Lies’: Trump White House
Releases False History of Jan. 6th

“It is past time for 25th Amendment remedies,” said one critic.

by Brad Reed

T o commemorate the fifth an-
niversary of the deadly riots
incited by President Donald Trump
at the U.S. Capitol Building, the
Trump White House on Tuesday
unveiled a website loaded with false
claims about the events that took
place on January 6,2021.

'The official White House Jan-
uary 6 website features multiple
falsehoods and distortions about the
Trump-incited Capitol riots, includ-
ing brazenly false claims about the
Capitol Police “escalating” tensions
with rioters by firing “tear gas, flash
bangs, and rubber munitions into
crowds of peaceful protesters.”

In reality, Trump supporters
stormed past police barricades
that had been set up at the Cap-
itol and then smashed windows
to enter the building and ille-
gally disrupt the certification of §

which Trump falsely claimed
to have won.

"The website also blames former
Vice President Mike Pence for re-
fusing to go along with Trump’s
unconstitutional scheme to unilater-
ally discard certified election results
from key swing states, which would
have put the election results in the
hands of Republican-controlled
state legislatures to falsely certify
Trump as the winner.

The Trump White House’s re-

visionist history of the riots falsely
claims that rioter Ashli Babbitt was
“murdered in cold blood”by Capitol
Police, when in reality she was shot
while trying to break into into the
Speaker’s Lobby after being warned
multiple times by officers to stand
back.

'The Capitol rioters garner signif-
icant praise from the White House
website, which falsely portrays them
as peaceful demonstrators who fell
victim to the actions of Capitol Po-
lice and overly zealous Department
of Justice (DQJ) prosecutors.

“On his first day back in office,
January 20, 2025, President Trump
issued sweeping blanket pardons
and commutations for nearly 1,600
patriotic Americans prosecuted for
their presence at the Capitol—
many mere trespassers or peaceful
protesters treated as insurrection-
ists by a weaponized Biden DOJ,”
the website says.

The blatantly false claims on

the website drew a horrified re-
action from many critics, includ-
ing some journalists who were at the
Capitol on that day and witnesses
the riots firsthand.

“Never forget that Trump at-
tempted a coup to stay in power
after losing reelection, ending with
the violent insurrection he incited
that left 140 cops injured, five dead,”
wrote HuffPost White House corre-
spondent SV Dite on X.

“The White House’s new January
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6 page is filled with lies, misrepre-
sentation, and reality denial,” wrote
Bellingcat founder Eliot Higgins
on Bluesky. “It’s a clear attempt to
rewrite history and frame Trump in
heroic terms.”

Author Mike Rothschild accused
the White House of engaging in
historical revisionism on par with
the government depicted in George
Orwell’s classic novel 1984, arguing
that Trump and his underlings are
embracing “an alternate reality so
hackneyed and obviously fake that it
would make Orwell stick his head in
awood chipper.”

Victor Ray, a sociologist at the
University of Iowa, raised alarms
about what the January 6th White
House website says about Trump’s
mental health.

“This is batshit,” he wrote. “The
White House is doing alternate re-

ality history. It is past time for 25th
Amendment remedies.”

Matt Gertz, senior fellow at Me-
dia Matters for America, reacted to
the section of the website blaming
Pence by describing it as an ominous
sign that a future coup attempt by
Trump to illegally remain in power
might actually succeed.

“Trump replaced Pence on the
ticket with someone he fully ex-
pects would carry out this deranged

scheme if he has the opportunity,
instead betraying the Constitution,”
he wrote, referring to Vice President
JD Vance, who criticized Pence for
fulfilling his constitutional duty and
certifying the 2020 election results.

Brad Reed is a staff writer for
Common Dreams. This work is li-
censed under Creative Commons

(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).

New Location!!

Portsmouth Democrats Meet for Coffee, Jan. 23rd

he monthly Portsmouth Dem-

ocrats Coftee Meetup will be
held on Jan. 23rd, at a local Ports-
mouth restaurant, from 8 a.m. to 9
a.m. “Drop in and enjoy the cama-
raderie of your fellow Dems,” say
the organizers, “and bring a friend.

'There is plenty of parking.” For the

specific location, or any other infor-
mation, contact Brian Wazlaw at
(603) 988-9998, or Peter Somssich
at (603) 436-5382. Co-Sponsored
by the Portsmouth Democrats and
the Seacoast Friends Preserving De-

mocracy (SFPD).

BeTTER OLD NEWs THAN NEW LIES
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practising medicine.

A drunken vagabond was roam-
ing about in the vicinity of Gardiner
street, Friday, entering houses and
frightening women where there
were no men at home. A vigorous
application of sole leather would be
a good prescription in his case.

Eddie York, an eight-years-old
boy, was before the court on a charge
of being a disobedient and stubborn
child, the complaint having been
sworn out by his mother. The judge
withheld sentence, on condition that

if the boy did not hereafter obey his
mother he would be sent to the re-
form school without trial.

Mzt Soule was found on the floor
of his residence on Saturday morn-
ing, having died some hours before,
it is supposed from an overdose of
opium. His mother and family were
absent from home.

Mr. Editor: A writer in the Pen-
ny Post has ridiculed the officers at-
tached to the navy yard tug Leyden,
because that vessel has been in dry
dock for three months or so,and did
not go to sea for the rescue of imper-
iled mariners when the great blow

occurred. The fact is that the Leyden
would only have proved a coffin for
her officers and ship’s company, had
she put to sea in that storm; she is a
“brute to handle,” even under favor-
able circumstances, and workmen
who have been employed on her
declare that they could punch a hole
through her anywhere. She could
have done no good at sea, and was
safe from doing any harm while in
the dry dock; that is the best place
for her.— Calking Iron

The salvation army made a raid

to page six

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote
“To offend a strong person,
tell them a lie.
To offend a weak person,
tell them the truth.”

— Unknown source

idiot culture...

John@uwordpraxis.com

“We are in the process of creating what deserves to be called the
. For the first time, the weird and the stupid and the
coarse are becoming our cultural norm, even our cultural ideal.”

— Carl Bernstein
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Time For Him To Go
Dear Editor,

So, who'’s next, Cuba, Greenland,
Colombia, Mexico? Given free reign
(sic) by a court that every tyrant and
thug on the planet would love to have
in their corners, our dictator, in the one
or two lucid moments he has each day,
has apparently decided to take over the
Western Hemisphere all by himself.

He knows we don't want a king to
rule us. We've played that card twice
already. What he must know is what
we do want; we demand his insane
criminal ass be removed from the
White House.

It is time for the New York Times to
list the reasons for his impeachment
and conviction and/or his removal
from office via the 25th Amendment
with a demand that Congress act ac-
cordingly. He is the only one in our
history to hold the office of president
who so easily qualifies for removal un-
der either of these two Constitutional
scenarios.

It is time for millions of Americans
to make clear to Congress that his
criminal regime can no longer stand.
America was not built for fascism and
we will not accept it. No more “No
Kings.”Instead, a national demand for
his removal from office. The pressure
that was brought to bear on the Ep-
stein case must again be brought to
bear on getting him out of office.

Itis time to rid ourselves of the most
dangerous, corrupt, despicable, lawless,
insane and criminal presidency this
country has ever endured.

It is time to demand he be gone
now, before it’s too late.

John C. Ficor

Richmond, Va.

John:
Some argue that Vance would be worse.
Because he does not appear to be suffering
[from terminal dementia, he could more
effectively work to further the ends of the
tech bros who hold his strings. That argu-
ment feels morally suspect, though—and
dangerous. The incumbent is the very
model of a loose cannon on deck.

Impeachment still seems unlikely, but
good lord! How much more incoherent
must he become?

The Editor

DiLorenzo’s Automated Hero Quest
Dear Sir:

I applaud Mr. DilLorenzo for his
great business success and his phil-
anthropic endeavors. Well done.
Unfortunately, I found his overall
commentary and his introducing him-
self as a candidate to be our next Con-
gressman in today’s Portsmouth Herald
very long on rhetoric, generalities, and
with the typical mantra about over-
regulation, taxes, hard work, compe-
tition and special interests, etc., while
completely omitting any specifics or
details. Perhaps he plans on sharing
more details regarding his positions in
the future. However, I have a number
of questions I suggest the candidate
consider advising the voters about.

M. DiLLoerenzo was very adamant
about what he considered the serious
problem of overregulation, “burden-
some regulations” and “bureaucratic
red tape.” In fact he mentions this
at least four times in his article. Ob-
viously, Mr. DilLorenzo must have
some specific knowledge and expe-
rience regarding regulations. With
that in mind, I think Mr. DilLorenzo
should share what specific regulations
he thinks should be eliminated or ad-
justed, and why he thinks these reg-
ulations are a burden. He should also
indicate what industries or individuals
might be harmed or benefit from the
regulations he might propose to elim-
inate or reduce, and if he will accept
any campaign contributions from any
industries or individuals who benefit
from his deregulation efforts. He stat-
ed that, “My approach will be guided
by common sense and a commitment
to serve only the people of this district,
not special interests.” We have heard
that claim before. The devil is in the
details.

T also look forward to getting much
more specific and detailed proposals
about taxes, spending, and the national
debt and how he plans to “drive down
costs, improve the quality of goods
and services, while keeping citizens,
workers and consumers safe,” by “un-
leashing private-sector competition.”
We deserve specific answers from
M. DiLorenzo and how he plans on
achieving these results. After all, he
stated that “Good government should
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be about results, not rhetoric.”

Rich DiPentima

Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:

How deftly you wield the rapier, here,
to puncture Mr. Dil.orenzo hot air bal-
loon. Brawvo!

We went back to reread the bit of cam~
paign literature you mention, which the
editors at the Herald—assuming that
that paper has not yet succumbed fo the
temptation to turn over such menial tasks
to a computer, and still uses human edi-
tors—generously allowed DilLorenzo to
publish under the guise of a “Guest Col-
umnist.”

Obviously intended as an inspiring,
rags-to-riches tale, it turned out fo be
remarkably bland, even mporﬁa Heres
a guy who starts out poor—well, semi-
poor; by his own admission he started
his business with nearly $40,000 in cash
and credit at his disposal—and went on
to own a 12-acre private island in the
ritziest part of the Congressional District
he wants to represent.

How could such a story be so predict-
able and boring? Being all too human
ourselves, we had a hunch. We plugged
Dilorenzo’ text into an Al detector—
zerogpt.com, 7o be specific. 1t concluded,
“Most of Your Text is AVGPT Generat-
ed: 78.7 percent.”

8o, DilLorenzo seems comfortable let-
ting a machine write his own quest nar-
rative. Who, we wonder, will write bills

Jor him? Or decide for him how to vote?

The Editor

Welcome to Health Care, California
Dear Editor,

Trump appointed worm-brained
RFK Jr. to lead the HHS department
and destroy our country’s world-wide
supremacy in medical science and
public health. Funding for scientific
research has been withdrawn. Science
is supplanted by conspiracy theories,
superstition, snake-oil hucksterism,
and disregard for authentic scientific
knowledge.

But there is reason for hope that
trump and RFK Jr. will fail. Califor-
nia’s Governor Newsom is hiring re-
spected former leaders of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention to
establish world-leading public health

science in California, for California
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and for a growing consortium of other
states. An emerging 15-state “Gov-
ernors’ Public Health Alliance” will
provide guidance from actual scien-
tific research on vaccines, medications,
testing for dangerous new diseases,
and response coordination to health
threats. Becoming the first U.S. state to
join the World Health Organization,
California’s Health Alliances will re-
place the MAGA-undermined CDC,
and may even rescue the U.S.A. from
becoming a second-rate scientific has-
been.

Bruce Joffe

Piedmont, Calif.

Bruce:

Whats this? Good news? We haven’t
had that spirit here since 1969. ..

We do have a slight quibble. Quite
Justifiably, you bring up the spectre of
the U.S.A. ... becoming a second-rate
sciem‘ﬁc has-been.” Didn't you mean,
‘a second-rate, disease-ridden scienz‘y‘ic

has-been”?
The Editor

Trump Kills Kilowatts for New England
To the Editors:

Just in time for a holiday present
for New Englanders, the trump [sic,
passim] administration has suspend-
ed the federal leases for all large off-
shore wind projects currently under
construction. Interior Secretary Doug
Burgum cited radar interference from
large offshore wind farms as a nation-
al security risk. The wind farms are
largely already in place and the issue of
radar interference has been addressed
and resolved, even before construction
began. Further, the wind farms aren't
going away by suspending the leases,
and any radar interference they actu-
ally do produce has not resulted in any
adverse events to date. So suspending
the leases has NO EFFECT on na-
tional security. As with so many other
acts and assertions by the trump ad-
ministration, no supporting evidence
or new studies have been forthcoming
to support the suspension of the leases.
Instead the suspension appears to be a
result of the president’s long term ir-
rational attacks against offshore wind.

Or are offshore wind enterprises, as
a group, being punished for not con-
tributing enough to Trump’s many il-
legal funds and crypto enterprises? No
bribe, no leases?

For New Englanders who bemoan
high energy costs, this is a serious
blow to their wallets. The nearly SIX
GIGAWATTS of electricity these
projects would produce, said to be
enough to power more than 2.5 mil-
lion homes and businesses, would in-
crease the overall supply of electricity
as well as shortening its delivery, there-
by bringing significant financial relief
for New England consumers. At a
time when the demands for electricity
are rising dramatically, due, in part, to
AT and Blockchain needs, wouldn't it
be in consumers’ best interests to have
all sources of electricity producing at
capacity? In lieu of a financial ben-
efit to Trump enterprises sufficient
enough to encourage him to reverse
the federal lease suspensions, it still
behooves each and every New En-
glander to write to their elected repre-
sentatives in Congress to protest this
petty, vindictive act by the president.
It may not precipitate a change, but at
least we might feel better.

Paul Cully

Dover, N.H.

Paul:

We applaud your restraint. Without
asserting the un-knowable, i.e., the mo-
tives of the man in question, which would
have raised questions regarding your own
credibility, you have provided a strong
case.

Halting these leases will, as you make
clear, do harm fo electricity consumers
in New England, to companies that are
risking capital in environmentally re-
sponsible ventures, and to the banks that

Jfinance them.

The administration would have us be-
lieve that there are legitimate reasons for
the federal government to interfere in the
market in this way. The administration
apparently believes that all of us are as
dumb as its most fervent supporters.

The Editor

Lewis G. Harriman Jr.
(1916-2015)
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DrawingsPaintingsPrints

www.robertwlockwood.com

The Reproductive Freedom Fund of New Hampshire

g

To date, The Reproductive Freedom Fund of NH has

« Funded over $960,730 in abortion care

« Helped almost 1300 in-state patients from across New Hampshire
« Helped over 370 out-of-state patients abortion care from 36 other states

Support Hotline: (603) 395-9078
reprofund.org - info@reprofundnh.com

"This ad published as a public service, at no cost to RFF NH.

Thousands of people seek abortions in New Hampshire
every yeat, but many struggle to afford the cost. Were
proud to be a local community-driven fund that can
help break down the various barriers patients face in
accessing abortion, including financial as well as childcare and trans-
portation support. With the right to abortion under attack like never
before, we need all the support we can get in order to make sure we
can meet the full needs of every patient who seeks our assistance.

RESTORED VINTAGE MIDGENTURY MODERN FURNISHINGS

833 ISLINGTON ST. SUITE 1
WWW_.SALVAGEMODERN.COM
FOLLOW US! @SALVAGE_MODERN




The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, January 9, 2026 — Page §

Much Ado About a Couple of Things

[No salutation]

Oops (AGAIN) 1: New Hamp-
shire Gazette, December 12th: page 8,
the entry for Friday, December 19th,
reads: “1907—An explosion kills 289

coal miners . ..in Smithton, Pa.”

No! It occurred ca. a mile south
near the village of Van Meter on the
Youghiogheny River.

Oops 2: in the same issue, in the
entry for Dec. 25: “1793—After gath-
ering the bones of hundreds soldiers
massacred two years earlier by Indians
and burying them in a massive pit,
troops under General... Wayne build
Ft. Recovery, Ohio atop the mass
grave.”

NO! I was not a massacre. The ill
prepared and led “army” of 920 men
were attacked by a three-tribe coali-
tion of ca. 1000 warriors in the large-
ly-forgotten Battle of the Wabash in
the N.W. Territory. Ninety-seven per-
cent of the soldiers were casualties. It
was the most decisive loss in the histo-
ry of the U.S. military and the largest
loss ever to Native Americans.

Dr.John K. Folmar, PhD

California, Pa.

Dr. John:

Deeply offended by your casual omis-
sion of that common courtesy, a proper
salutation, we were prepared, initially,
to fight over every aspect of your letter—

Just as we did four years ago, when you
originally raised these same two issues.
Having mellowed, though, slightly, very
stightly, over the intervening 1,461 days,
we concede both your points.

We used to give Smithton as the site of
the December 19, 1907 coal mine explo-
sion because the two locations are just 1.4
miles apart and Smithton has roughly
three times the population of Van Meter.
Our theory was that Smithton would be
easier for the reader to locate on a map.
Thanks to research prompted by you,
we've learned that Smithtons population
is only about 300 anyway. Van Meter it
is, henceforth. Sadly, we're unable at this
time to squeeze in the lovely name of the
Youghiogheny River. Perhaps a future re-
write will give us more space.

7 4’ T
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As for the term massacre, we checked a
variety of dictionaries and ye olde stand-
by, Wikipedia. The latter seems to offer
the clearest defense of your position: A
massacre is an event of killing people or
animals who are not engaged in hostil-
ities [emphasis added] or are defénseless.
1t is generally used to describe a targeted
mass killing of civilians by an armed
group.” It cites the Cambridge Dictio-
nary, which we tried to access. It’s been
hung up for some time now trying fo de-
cide whether or not the editor is human.

So, you win again—or, to put it less
competitively, we all win.

Thank you sincerely for bringing up
these points. In this instance, you inad-
vertently caused us fo discover that we
had been listing the 1907 Monongah, W.
Va. mining disaster on the wrong date.
Needless to say, that error will not be re-
peated if we can help it.

The Editor

Lest We Forget
Editor,

Isn't it time to speak the truth about
the Trump peace plan in Gaza? Aside
from the continued Israeli bombard-
ments and killings, isn’t it time to al-
low aid in and Israel out of Gaza? That
poor place is a graveyard for all those
buried under the rubble. Gazans need
to be allowed to grieve in peace and
rebuild based on what suits them, not
a site for a Trump-style casino, or real
estate for further illegal Israeli settle-
ments.

Palestinians own Palestine. Oc-
cupation does not mean ownership.
However, there are obligations for the
Occupier, such as allowing aid in, in-
cluding food, water, medicine, tents,
and materials for rebuilding. Gazans
know how to fish and farm, build,
and run businesses. They are among
the best educated in the world, with a
97 percent literacy rate. Isnt it time to
let Gazans do what they need to do
without further interference, such as
continuing the genocide? Insofar as
the so-called peace plan, Gazans/Pal-
estinians weren't even consulted. Aside
from a need for international funds for
rebuilding, our attitude is not only pa-

ternalistic but embarrassing.

Genevieve Harris-Fraser

Orange, Mass.

Genevieve:

The tenets of Western Culture, aka the
Judeo-Christian Tradition, hold that
injustices here on Earth are relatively
inconsequential. Sufferers will reap un-
told rewards in the next life. YZ)erefore,
Gazans should be grateful that they are
being bombed, shot, frozen, and starved.

The Editor

The Judge Dugan Conviction
To the Editor:

Milwaukee County Judge Hannah
Dugan, who has now stepped down
from the bench, was convicted by a
federal jury of felony obstruction for
directing Eduardo Flores-Ruiz, an
undocumented immigrant, toward
a back exit after learning that Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
agents were waiting in the building. If
the conviction is upheld, Dugan faces
up to five years in prison.

In her resignation letter, Dugan
writes: “As you know, I am the sub-
ject of unprecedented federal legal
proceedings, which are far from con-
cluded... I am pursuing this fight for
myself and for our independent judi-
ciary”

'The Wisconsin Democracy Cam-
paign issued a coalition statement
contending that the conviction sets “a
dangerous precedent,” and that “(t)his
case was never about one individual.
It was about whether people can still
walk into a courthouse without fear
and trust the justice system to protect
them.”

Notably, leaked ICE data analyzed
by the Cato Institute show that 73
percent of people booked into ICE
detention this fiscal year have no crim-
inal convictions, nearly half lack even
pending charges, and only 5 percent
have violent convictions—contradict-
ing claims of targeting “the worst of
the worst.”

Legal scholar Samera Esmeir
coined the term “juridical humanity,”
meaning the way law defines who
counts as human. Esmeir describes
the history of juridical humanity as a
“tale about loss,” including “the loss of
the human to modern law, when the

law laid claim to a monopoly over the
power to declare the presence of the
human.”

Applied to Trump-era immigration
policy and cases like Judge Dugan’s,
it captures how people are rendered
“human” only to the extent that they
fit a legal status the state recognizes
and values.

Current immigration practices em-
body this concept: threats of denatu-
ralization against “disloyal” citizens
and mass deportations to El Salva-
dor’s CECOT mega-prison—often
ignoring due process or torture allega-
tions—relegate migrants to a down-
graded humanity.

Law doesn't just close borders; it
manufactures lesser humans.

Congress’ failure to pass immigra-
tion reform helps entrench juridical
humanity by freezing an outdated
legal system and forcing battles over
humanity into executive and judicial
discretion, instead of democratic law-
making.

Comprehensive reform has stalled
for over two decades, leaving millions
in precarious or “liminal” status—the
undocumented, Dreamers (DACA),
people with Temporary Protected Sta-
tus, and long-term residents—whose
basic life conditions depend on fragile,
reversible policies rather than secure
legal personhood.

In juridical humanity terms, Con-
gress keeps in place a hierarchy where
some people are fully recognized
humans (citizens), while others are
only partially recognized and can be
detained, deported, or excluded with
fewer protections because their legal
status is unresolved or deliberately
kept temporary.

Significantly, this past February, the
White House posted a dehumanizing
video on X of shackled and down-
cast detainees boarding airplanes, ac-
companied by the sounds of jangling
chains and the revving of airplane
engines. The post was titled “ASMR:
Illegal Alien Deportation Flight.”

ASMR (autonomous sensory me-
ridian response) videos use visuals and
sound to create a relaxing, tingling
sensation that helps viewers de-stress.
Elon Musk, then head of the De-

partment of Government Efficiency,

retweeted the post, writing “Haha
wow,” along with emojis of a troll and
amedal.

While the ideological fagade of
Trump’s immigration policies is the
protection of U.S. citizens, its goals
clearly include humiliation and cruelty.

'The Declaration of Independence
is prominently displayed behind
President Trump’s Oval Office desk.
Its ideals proclaim that “all men are
created equal” and “are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights,”and that governments are “in-
stituted” only “to secure” these pre-ex-
isting rights—not to grant or revoke
them.

Honoring the dignity of immi-
grants, including those without legal
status, is an act of resistance, an at-
tempt to reclaim humanity from a
restrictive, legally imposed form.

Ifappellate courts overturn Dugan’s
conviction, they will keep open a small,
vital space where the law can still be
forced, by both judges and movements,
to acknowledge a humanity it did not
create and has no legitimate authority
to erase.

Terry Hansen

Grafton, Wisc.

Terry:

Thank you very much for this lucid ex-
planation of these issues. Comprehending
these horrors is the essential first step to-
wards stopping them.

The Editor

What Would a “Christian Nation” Do?
Dear Editor:

At a recent conference V.P Vance
stated, “The only thing that has tru-
ly served as an anchor of the United
States of America is that we have been,
and by the grace of God we always
will be, a Christian nation.” While the
Constitution does not support that
assessment, for the sake of discussion,
since Christmas celebrates the birth
of the founder of Christianity, let’s as-
sume Vance’s statement is true.

If in fact we are a “Christian nation”
what does that mean? I would suggest
that being a “Christian nation” means
that we follow the six ethical teachings
of Jesus, honesty, humility, authentic-

to next page
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ity, truthfulness, promise-keeping
and sincerity. The true test of being a
“Christian Nation”would be on how
the actions of our government and
its leaders mirror and reflect these
ethical teachings of Christ. Unfor-
tunately, we have been failing this
test in almost every area.

Would Jesus, who cured the sick
take health care away from the sick
and the poor? Would Jesus who
fed the multitudes, take food away
from the hungry? Would Jesus who
brought Lazarus back to life, kill the
survivors of a destroyed boat? Would
Jesus lie to the people on a regular
basis? Would Jesus build monu-
ments to himself? Would Jesus use
his position to increase his personal
wealth? Would Jesus who forgave
his enemies attack his supposed
enemies and try to harm them?
Would Jesus who preached pover-
ty, give huge tax cuts to the wealthy
and deprive the poor? Would Jesus
who protected children, cover for or
protect those who harmed children?
Would Jesus, who's father created
the earth, work to destroy the plan-
et? Would Jesus who preached peace
threaten war with its neighbors? In
fact, would Jesus behave like the
leaders of our nation are currently
behaving?

Calling yourself or your nation a
“Christian Nation” does not make
you one if your actions and poli-
cies contradict that name. The test
of a true “Christian Nation” or any
nation that considers itself ethical
and civilized, is in how closely they
follow the ethical teachings of Jesus.
Actions speak louder than words.

Rich DiPentima

Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:

As a rule, we get a little itchy when
the public discourse veers into theologi-
cal debates. In fact, wed like fo see that
absurd wall on our southern border
re-purposed, re-enforced with titani-
um, and permanently placed between
church and state—wbhere it has always
belonged.

That said, we cannot imagine hav-
ing any objection if all Americans were

to spontaneously begin to adhere to the
principles you mention here—provid-
ed they did so without grandstanding
about it.

After all, it is is written in Matthew
6:5-6, And when you pray, you shall
not be like the hypocrites. For they love
to pray standing in the synagogues and
on the corners of the streets, that they
may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to
you, they have their reward. But you,
when you pray, go into your room, and
when you have shut your door, pray to
your Father who is in the secret place;
and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly.”

The Editor

Who's Calling Whom a Thief?
Dear Editor,

trump [sic, passim] says he in-
vaded Venezuela because they stole
“our” oil !

But how did “we” come to own
Venezuela’s oil ?

We set up local dictators who
then “sold” their country’s resourc-
es to Yanqui corporations. It was
“strictly business”!

In time, those dictators fell to
democratic rebellions. When those
revolutions’ popular democracies
came to power, they nationalized
their country’s resources.

Now trump has stolen back what
we stole previously, when Yanqui
Imperialism ruled the hemisphere.

This expansion of dominance
in the Americas is made possible
by withdrawing our military assets
from Europe and the Middle East,
which trump is handing over to
Putin. A global realignment is un-
folding, with the U.S.A’s influence
severely diminished by a president
who admires dictators like Putin
and Xi.

Bruce Jofte

Piedmont, Calif.

Bruce:

Clearly you didn't get the latest Ex-
ecutive Order. By default, everything
everywhere belongs the the U.S.A.!
And, as the Greatest President Who
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FEver Lived, Or Ever Will Live, ev-
erything the U.S.A owns belongs to. ..
a geezer who, if he isn't droning away
in front of a camera, repeating his 300~
word vocabulary in random order, is
probably falling asleep.

The Editor

Trump’s Fantastic Math
To the Editor:

Ifyou have a $10 item for sale and
you lower the price by 100 percent
you are lowering the price by $10.1f
you lower the price by 200 percent
you are lowering it by $20. In short
you are paying the customer $10 to
take away the item. Donald Trump
claimed he negotiated price cuts of
drugs of 400, 500 even 600 percent,
meaning drug companies would be
paying you three, four, or five times
the drug’s price to fill your medica-
tions. That isn't reality. That is fantasy.

Trump claimed he inherited the
worst inflation in 48 years or maybe
the worst ever. In 2024 inflation was
2.8 percent. In 2007 it was 4.3 per-
cent. Trump claimed he would lower
prices on his first day in office. That
did not happen. In fact, prices are up
2.7 percent in the first 11 months
this year.

Trump says his tariffs are bringing
back manufacturing jobs. Manufac-
turing jobs have gone down, not up
this year. Unemployment has risen.

The American people have been
willing to ignore Trump’s lies about
things that did not affect them, but
not about rents, health care, food
and the rest of the cost of living.

Their votes this year show they do

Portsmouth, N.H.
Walter:

We would never claim to be math-
ematicians, but every time we hear
the Blowhard-in-Chief repeat these
ludicrous claims, we can hear our own
synapses committing apoptosis.

Considering the synergy between
his mathematical and economic idio-
cies, those Americans who have care-
lessly failed to avail themselves of our
Great Nations myriad opportunities
to become disgustingly wealthy are in
for a rough time, to be sure. Like you,
we hope that voters remember this No-
vember.

Now that Commander Bone
Spur has done the once-unthinkable
yet again—Ilaunching an invasion
without Congressional approval and
kidnapping a foreign head of state—
perbaps we ought to take more seriously
the likelihood that he'll monkey wrench
the elections.

The Editor

Keep New Hampshire Accountable
To the Editor:

Throughout the course of New
Hampshire’s 2025 legislative ses-
sion, the voices of Granite State cit-
izens were silenced, as thousands of
public comments submitted via the
legislature’s remote sign in system,
on a wide variety of bills, were disre-
garded, ignored, thrown in the trash
by leadership of House and Senate
committees.

'This is not the way our govern-
ment is supposed to function. Cit-
izen participation has always been
the bedrock of the New Hampshire
legislative process. Our New Hamp-

that public officials are, at all times,
accountable to the people, not the
other way around.

In order to restore the voices of
N.H. citizens, Rep. Janet Lucas,
prime sponsor, and 10 co-sponsors
have introduced a bill for 2026, HB
1114, which would require standing
committees of the N.H. House and
N.H. Senate to produce reports of
public comments for each bill re-
ferred to the Committee, that would
explain clearly how the committees
considered public comments in de-
termining their recommendation on
the bill. The reports would be over-
seen by the committee chair and
ranking member, or their designees,
and would become a part of the per-
manent record of the bill.

'This is the same reasonable re-
quirement that the legislature
placed on state agencies, in regard to
administrative rules, when it almost
unanimously overrode former Gov-
ernor Sununu’s veto of HB 1622,
2024, now law.

N.H. lawmakers of integrity and
good conscience, on both sides of
the aisle, should welcome this crit-
ically important bill.

Jean Slepian

Stoddard, N.H.

Jean:

Thanks for writing. Now let’s see
whether the high-handed leadership
lets this bill pass.

We haven't been to Stoddard since
the late 1980s, when some moneyed
lunatic tried to surround remote, placid
Pickerel Cove with over 100 condos.
Somewhere in those woods there is—or
was—a bronze plaque commemorat-
ing the peoples victory. Do you know if
it § still there? And while were indulg-
ing in nostalgia, how about Eatons
Store? Are they still selling little balsa

not trust him or his party. shire Constitution—which legisla-  wood airplanes?
Wialter Hamilton tors are sworn to uphold—demands The Editor
BETTER OLD NEWS THAN NEW LIES
[from page three

from this city to Eliot, Friday eve-
ning, and had a meeting, or a war, or
a drill, or whatever they term it, in
the Advent chapel at Eliot neck. The
result was apparently satisfactory, as
the army went over again on Mon-
day evening.

At Dover,on the night of the 12th
inst., Willie, the five-year-old son of
Frank Follett, was picked up on the
street and taken to the police station,
where he said he had been kicked
our of doors to fend for himself that
forenoon by his stepmother. The boy
was hungry and chilled, and said he

ortSmouth
o unity

} ‘Radio
LP106.1™

b

had been shockingly treated.
The New Hampshire Gazette
January 21,1886
The remains of the distinguished
French officer, Major I'Enfant,
who, at the request of Washington,
planned the city which was to bear
his own name, lie buried in a garden
on the Riggs estate in Maryland, un-
marked by any monument.

[Pierre Charles L'Enfant ... died
penniless and was interred on the Dig-
ges Farm, also known as Green Hill in
Prince Georges County, Maryland.
On April 22, 1909, his remains were
disinterred from the Digges Farm and

on April 28, 1909, a military escort
conveyed the remains to the U.S. Cap-
itol where they lay in state from nine
until noon. They were then taken by
military escort to Arlington National
Cemetery. There they were re-interred
on the slope in front of the Custis-Lee
Mansion. — FindAGrave.]

"The inhabitants of Montana are
hoping to squeeze into the Union
as a state.

The salvation army has given up
the fight in Westfield, Mass., after a
two-months’struggle.

to next page
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“The consistent persecution of every higher form of intellectual
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A Ciritic in the Peanut Gallery

by W.D. Ehrhart

ecently, I received an e-mail

from an Austrian man I've
known for over 40 years. Let’s call
him “Adi.” Here is what he wrote:

“Greetings from Austria across the
wide wild waters to my U.S. friends.
Peace be with you, and strength. I shall
open my heart, ventilating my anger
and frustration. The U.S. was so much
part of my life and my job [as a student
and then professor of American liter-
ature]. Whatever shortcomings there
were, my attitude was always, always
positive. Even during the Vietnam
War, when a whole generation—imy
generation—iorcefully opposed it. Also,
the U.S.A. has been kind to me. Not
least through so many friendships I
Jfound when spending my two visiting
semesters [at U.S. universities in New
York and Wisconsin].

‘Now when Trump has the ma-
Jority support of U.S. citizens, mil-
lions of Europeans have this thought
in their angry minds: how could the
U.S.A. elect such a vulgar, sexist, racist,
greedy lout? His vulgarity, his deceit-

Sfulness, his thieving mind, his bla-
tant ignorance, disregard for honesty
and respectful language, were all well
known and yet he was elected. By U.S.
women, who heard him brag he would
only have to grab their pussies’ and lay
them after. How could U.S. women
totally lose their self~respect? And those
super-morally endowed evangelicals,
how can they turn a blind eye to his
whoring and his three marriages?

All of that is distressing enough, but
the worst of it all, for us here at least
in Europe, is that he has sided with the
worst war criminal since Pol Pot. One
of Trump’s negotiators described Pu-
tin as a really nice guy. Putin who has

killed 95,000 Ukrainians, who ordered
the kidnapping of 20,000 Ukrainian
children, and who threatens us weekly
with nuclear war. A nice guy?

“The sad fact is that Trump hates us.
He hates Europe. Europe, with ifs rich
cultural history, he treats as worthless.
He has a good chance of diminishing
Europe: after Putin seizes the Ukraine,
it is clear that Putin, with the tacit
support of Trump, will wage a war
against another neighbor.

1 have always been an admirer of
the greatness, the generosity, the inven-
tiveness of the U.S.A.. But my liking
has weakened. In sorrowful friendship,
Adi.”

Where and how does one begin to
respond to this self-pitying attempt
to... to what> What is his point,
anyway? That we Americans should
all be ashamed of ourselves? That we
should save Europe from Vladimir
Putin? Hasn't the U.S. been saving
Europe, western Europe and now
also eastern Europe, from the Sovi-
et Union and Russia for the past 80
years? Maybe it’s time for the “Eu-
ropean Union”to defend themselves
instead of relying on me and my tax
dollars to defend them.

My Austrian correspondent also
gets a lot of his history wrong. For
starters, his and my “whole gener-
ation” did not oppose the Vietnam
War. Some of us did. A lot of us
didn't—think George W. Bush,
Dan Quayle, Dick Cheney, Paul
Wolfowitz, Newt Gingrich, Rush
Limbaugh. Meanwhile, most of my
generation simply sidestepped the
war entirely (see Class of 66 by Paul
Lyons) and got on with their lives.

He also says that Trump has “the
majority support of U.S. citizens,”
which does not take into account

the more than 75,000,000 Amer-
icans who voted against Donald
Trump, or the millions of U.S. citi-
zens who didn’t vote at all. Nor does
he acknowledge the millions and
millions of people who keep coming
out for No Kings Rallies and similar
demonstrations.

Moreover, while scolding us
Americans for electing an intolerant
bigot with no redeeming qualities,
he seems to be oblivious to what
is happening in Europe. Perhaps
he ought to take notice of Viktor
Orban right next door to him in
Hungary, or Giorgia Meloni right
over the Alps from him in Italy, or
the growing political power of the
National Rally Party in France, the
Freedom Party in the Netherlands,
Alternative fiir Deutschland in Ger-
many, and even the Freedom Party
in his very own Austria.

And finally, as for “Adi’s” admi-
ration for “the greatness, the gen-
erosity, the inventiveness of the
U.S.A.” he sounds very much like
the MAGAWhitewashers who are
doing their best to purge any record
of the underside of American histo-
ry so that nothing remains of it but
“the greatness, the generosity, the
inventiveness.”

Ask any African American how
great and generous the U.S. has
been. And as for inventiveness, well,
there are all the inventive ways—le-
gal and illegal—white bigots came
up with to deprive African Amer-
icans of their political and civil lib-
erties, and even their very lives. Ask
any Chicano from South Texas. Any
Cherokee or Nez Perce or Navajo.

Does my Austrian acquaintance
know anything about the Chi-
nese in America between 1882

and 1943? Or Japanese Americans
through at least the first half of the
20th century? Where has he gotten
this Pollyanna notion of the United
States? Youd think that European
educational institutions, especially
for someone who has reached the
doctoral level, would do a better job
of teaching history than your run-
of-the-mill American public school.

In any case, I do not need to be
lectured at by someone who lives in
another country an ocean and thou-
sands of miles away. As we say in the
12 Step program I am associated
with, he needs to take care of his
own side of the street and otherwise,
as the Frenchman on the castle wall
in Monty Python's “The Holy Grail”
says, “Mind your own business.”

As most of you—perhaps all of
you—who are reading this know,
we are distressed enough by what
is happening in this country with-
out someone who doesn’t have to
live in the midst of this nightmare
scolding us while offering nothing
but condescending criticism. The
task before us is difficult enough.Id
like to believe, and indeed I think it
safe to say, that each of us is doing
what little we can to put a stop to
this lunatic plunge into chaos and
lawlessness in the hope of restoring
some semblance of decency, fairness,
and justice to American politics and
civil society.

Whether we will succeed or not
remains to be seen. But we don't
need gratuitous commentary from
the Peanut Gallery.
W.D. Ehrbart is a retired Master
Teacher of History & English, and
author of a Vietnam War memoir
trilogy published by McFarland.

BeTTER OLD NEWS THAN NEW LIES
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At Athca, Ind., Henry Loddi
and John Reinhart quarrelled over a
board bill, and Loddi was shot dead.

The Belfast (Me.) Journal pub-
lishes a list of the ship captains hail-
ing from Searsport, and claims that
Searsport captains command one-
tenth of all American ships.

Nearly 3,000 coke ovens are idle
in the coke district of Pennsylvania,
about one-third of the entire num-
ber. Thousands of men, including a
large number of ignorant and fiery
Huns, are out of work, and serious
trouble is feared. Gov. Pattison was
called on for military aid on the 19th
inst.

A Birmingham, Conn., youth,
named George Micado, was seri-
ously injured, and probably blinded,
by the explosion of a loaded cigar. It
is supposed that a witty friend put

gun-cotton in it for a joke.

At Cartersville, Ga., on the night
of Jan. 23rd, the house of Aaron
Collins, United States commission-
er, was blown up with dynamite by
Tobe Jackson’s gang of moonshin-
ers, who not long ago blew up re-
vivalist Sam Jones house because he
preached against whiskey making
and selling, and are believed to have
murdered many revenue officers.
'The house was destroyed, and Mr.
Collins and his wife badly hurt.

The nihilists are again active in
Russia.

Charles A. Clowes, secretary of
the Riverton alcohol works of Chi-
cago, I11., a wealthy and handsome
young married man, murdered his
mistress, “Blanche Grey,” and shot
himself, both dying almost instant-
ly. The woman was an inmate of a
notorious den on South Clark street.

M. Barney Conroy has been ap-

pointed transfer mail agent at the
union depot in Indianapolis, Ind.
It is said there are some blemishes
on M. Conroy’s record. In 1872 he
was sent to the penitentiary for two
years, for grand larceny. In 1877 he
pleaded guilty of larceny and rob-
bery, and got two years more. In
1879 he was convicted of riot, and
indicted for petit larceny and rob-
bery; and in 1883 he was convicted
of assault and battery. He has been
arrested numerous times for minor
offences. But he has always been an
ardent worker for democracy and
reform.

There seems to be considerable
said in one of our local papers about
the grocery peddler of Kittery. They
evidently “have him on the list” and
think “he never would be missed.”

Mrs. Samuel Bell, wife of a
wealthy Toronto citizen, eloped with
ayoung clerk named Doyle. She was
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careful to take a large sum of mon-
ey, and equally as careful to leave her
four children to her husband.

Mattawamkeag, in Penobscot
county, Me., has paid $50 in bear
bounties to one man the past year,
he having killed ten bears.

George I. Langbeen committed
suicide in New York on the 24th
inst., in a fit of jealousy. He shot
himself in the presence of the young
widow who had caused all the trou-
ble.

The New Hampshire Gazette
January 28,1886

Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers
from which the items above were
excerpted. — The Ed.
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Pollution Protector —
for Profiteering

Polluters
by Jim Hightower

here’s greed... and then there’s

the nauseating greed of prof-
iteering corporations that make a
killing—literally—by knowingly
contaminating people’s water, air,
land, and families.

Such rank, moral corruption is
hard to fathom... but it’s not hard to
find. For one breathtaking example,
consider Freeport-McMoRan.

This global mining behemoth
is one of America’s most aggres-
sive spoliers of land, air, water, and
health—including from its sprawl-
ing copper smelter near Phoenix,
Arizona. This operation is a major
spreader of lead pollution, a neuro-
toxin that’s particularly harmful to
children, causing pain, seizures, and
learning disabilities.

But wait, where’s our Environ-
mental Protection Agency? Good
question. In fact, until last year, EPA
was requiring Freeport to install
technology to cut those poisonous
emissions. The giant squealed like
a stuck pig, though, crying that the
$60 million cost for the lifesaving
equipment was too “burdensome”™—
even though that wouldn't even be a
drop in Freeport’s $2-billion-a-year
bucket of profits.

Sure enough, in October, Trump’s
new EPA honcho rushed to provide
pollution protection. Not for the
children, but for the polluter! Indeed,
Trump’s corporate-coddling agency
“super-streamlined” the regulatory
process by essentially eliminating
it—no public hearing required, no
presentation of facts, no chance for
victims to object. All Freeport had
to do was send an email requesting
regulatory relief, and—BAM!—
Trump promptly exempted its Ar-
izona smelter from having to clean
up its act.

Not only is this “free pass to pol-
lute”a blunt proclamation of corpo-
rate rule, it also expresses Trump’s
deep contempt for working-class
people. Imagine if that smelter was
in Florida, poisoning the elites in his
Mar-a-Lago resort. Then, hed jump
on it like a gator on a poodle.

Populist author, public speaker, and
radio commentator Jim Hightower
writes “The Hi ghtower Lowdown,”
a monthly newsletter chronicling
the ongoing fights by America’s or-
dinary people against rule by pluto-
cratic elites. Sign up at Hightow-
erLowdown.org.
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s Pi1scaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11

MoNDAY, JANUARY 12

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14

THURSDAY, JANUARY I§

FripAY, JANUARY 16

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17

2008—"“There will be a signed peace
treaty [between Israel and the Pales-
tinians] by the time I leave office,” says
George W.[MD] Bush.

2003—“You can count on this,” Don-
ald Rumsfeld tells Saudi Prince Ban-
dar, showing plans for the Iraq War.
“This s going to happen.”

2002—To take full advantage of re-
cent memos declaring torture OK,, the
Department of Defense opens a secret
detention center at Guantanamo Bay.
1986—The CIA polygraphs Ollie
North’s co-conspirator Manucher
Ghorbanifar. Two answers out of 15
are true: name and birthplace.
1943—Carlo Tresca, influential editor
of an anarchist newspaper, is shot dead
on 5th Ave. Carmine Galante likely
did it for Generoso Pope. Pope wanted
it done as a favor for his pal, Mussolini.
Pope’s son Generoso Jr., 20, founds the
National Enquirer ten years later.
1917—Fire consumes 39 buildings
comprising a munitions plant in
Lyndhurst, N.J. Switchboard opera-
tor Tessie McNamara’s warnings help
1,400 workers escape.

1912—In Lawrence, Mass., 32,000
children
bread—and roses, too.
1887—The trial of Clément Duval
begins. A pioneer of “propaganda by
the deed,” he gets the death sentence.
Spared by commutation, nowit’s Dev-
il’s Island, instead. His 18th escape
attempt succeedsin 1901. At 85, unre-
pentant, he dies in Brooklyn in 1935.

women and strike  for

52 5:44
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2025—].D. Vance says violent Jan. 6
rioters should “obviously” not be par-
doned. Eight days later, they are.
2021—In light of the recent failed
insurrection, all eight members of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff warn active duty
personnel not to do anything treasony.
1991—Congress authorizes the first
Bush vs. Hussein War.
1984—Ronald Reagan’s Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense W. Paul Thayer re-
signs after being charged with insider
trading. He ends up in the slammer.
1974—The Post and the Times say
Joint Chiefs Chair Admiral Moorer
has been spying on the White House,
pilfering secret diplomatic initiatives.
1971—Rev. Philip Berrigan is indict-
ed for conspiring to kidnap Henry
Kissinger and bomb federal buildings.
1968—Lima Site 85, a tiny USAF
navigational facility on a remote
mountaintop in Laos, is rocketed,
bombed, and strafed by two NVA-pi-
loted, Soviet-built Antonov biplanes.
One, damaged by groundfire, crash-
es. A flight mechanic in a CIA Huey
shoots down the other with an AK-47.
1962—U.S. helicopters fly their first
combat mission in South Vietnam.
1932—Ms. Hattie Wyatt Caraway
(D-Ark.) becomes the first woman
elected to the U.S. Senate.
1931—Raymond Gunn, 27, a Black
man, accused of killing Maryville,
Mo. schoolteacher Velma Colter,
is chained to the roof of her former
schoolhouse, which is then set ablaze.

6:09 6:48

12:30

2021—]Just for starting a violent riot
and attempting a coup, Democratic
scolds try again to impeach Trump.
2018—Hawaiian authorities issue
an alert: “BALLISTIC MISSILE
THREAT INBOUND ... THISIS
NOT A DRILL.” Ooops. Authori-
ties issue a retraction 38 minutes later.
2017—N.H. State Rep. Carolyn
Halstead [R-Milford] drops a loaded
handgun on the floor during a packed
public hearing at the State House.
1987—Lee Atwater calls Reagan’s
drugwara “fad issue, a classic really. It
came and went in three weeks, max.”
1975—The N.Y.Times reports that
USAF Maj. Harold L. Hering was
discharged for asking, during Min-
uteman training, “How can I know
that an order...to launch my missiles
came from a sane president?”
1964—The tail falls off a B-52, which
crashes in Barton, Md. with two
nukes aboard. Four crewmen bail out
alive, but two of them die of exposure,
one just 800 yards from a streetlight.
1957—Frisbees go on sale.

1946—In Paris, 500 GIs adopt a radi-
cal Magna Cartademanding complete
reform of the officer/enlisted setup.
1874—N.Y.C. Police Commissioner
Abram Duryée says 1,600 cops beating
unemployed demonstrators was “the
most glorious sight T have ever seen.”
1842—William Brydon rides into
Jalalabad alone, sole survivor among
4,500 British soldiers who began a
retreat from Kabul one week earlier.

7:05 7:48

12:3§ 31

1990—Guy Chichester blocks Rt. 1A
in Seabrook for safety, then chainsaws
a60-foot pole. A pointless nuke emer-
gency warning siren bites the dust.
1969—After warnings from enlisted
men aboard the nuke-powered USS
Enterprise go unheeded, the exhaust
of a flight deck tractor cooks off a
Zuni rocket. It hits an F-4’s fuel tank,
causing a fire which detonates 4.5 tons
of bombs. This goat rodeo kills 27, in-
jures 85, and nearly sinks the ship.
1967—The First Human Be-In is
held—in San Francisco, of course.
1963—Standing on a gold star mark-
ing the spot where Jefferson Davis was
sworn in as president of the Confeder-
acy, George Wallace, being sworn in
as Governor of Alabama, vows, “seg-
regation now, segregation tomorrow,
segregation forever.”

1878—The U.S. Supreme Court rules
that railroads may provide unequal
levels of service on the basis of race.
1858—Four men try to assassinate
Emperor Napoleon ITI. Two get the
guillotine, two go to Devil’s Island.
One, Charles deRudio, escapes, serves
with the Union in the Civil War, and
in Custer’s 7th Cavalry. Surviving Lit-
tle Bighorn, he dies in bed at 78.
1850—Anarchist Mikhail Bakunin
is sentenced to death at 35. That sen-
tence suspended, he spends years in
a dungeon, contracts scurvy, is sent
to Siberia, escapes, travels the world
making trouble for authorities, and
eventually dies in Switzerland at 62.

8:00 8:44
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2001—Wikipedia goes live.
1992—Veepster George H.[H.JW.
Bush, trolling for votes in N.H., says
“[W]e are blessed. So don't feel sorry
for... don’t cry for me, Argentina.”
1989—T'V guest Donald Trump asks
host Larry King, “Do you mind if T sit
backalittle...your breath is very bad.”
1989—The Gipper, on MLK Day,
says some civil rights leaders are “do-
ing very well... keeping alive the feel-
ing that they’re victims of prejudice.”
1977—Bill Murray makes his debut
on SNL; the host is Ralph Nader.
1970—The Washington Monthly tells
U.S. citizens 1,000 U.S. Army spies
have been watching them since 1965.
1968—SP/5 Dwight H. Johnson
earns the Medal of Honor in a firefight
near Dak To. Backin Detroit, in 1971,
he’s shot dead in a suicidal robbery.
1968—Former Rep. Jeanette Rankin
[R-Mont.], 87, who voted against
WW I and WW 11, leads a march
against the Vietnam War.
1965—Cuba deports Alan Ginsberg
for calling Che Guevara “cute.”
1943—Future Senator Strom Thur-
mond [R-S.C.] has backseat sex with
murderer Sue Logue as she’s being
driven to the electric chair.
1934—“Hurrah for the Blackshirts!”,
writes fascist fanboy Viscount Rother-
mere in his tabloid, the Daily Mail.
1919—1In Boston, a badly-built tank
collapses, releasing a flood of molas-
ses—a raw material for war munitions;

21die, 150 are injured.
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2020—The Senate starts trying The
Former Guy, but the jury’s in the tank.
2018—White House physician Dr.
Ronny Jackson claims Donald Trump
a) passed a cognitive test, and b) might
live to be 200 if he had a healthier diet.
2014—1Unable to acquire their stan-
dard poison, Ohio’s official kill team
tries a new drug combo. A witness lat-
er says seeing Dennis McGuire gasp
and snort for 15 minutes was “ghastly.”
2008—Bushian “Point of Light” Earl
Paulk confesses to perjury and adul-
tery: he didsleep with his sister-in-law.
Also, his “nephew” is really his son.
1986—The DOE announces a sev-
en-year, 26-contestant game show:
loser gets a nuclear waste dump. One
potential site: Hillsborough, N.H.
1981—]Jeanne Kirkpatrick is made
Ambassador to the UN. Within days
she’s griping: her office, limo, staff,
and security are all “inadequate.”
1972—Vesna Vulovic falls 33,000
feet from a bombed DC-9, lands on a
snow-covered slope, and lives.
1936—Serial killer and cannibal Al-
bert Fish is executed at Sing Sing.
1917—German Foreign Secretary A.
Zimmermann telegraphs his ambas-
sador in Mexico proposing a German/
Mexican alliance and offering the
return of N.M., Arizona, and Texas.
1865—Gen. Wm. Tecumseh Sher-
man issues Special Field Order No.
15, granting the formerly enslaved 40
acres and a mule. President Andrew
Johnson later rescinds the order.
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2014—NRA Board Member Ted
Nugent, on TV, calls President
Obama a “mongrel,” and says liberals
should be prosecuted for treason.
2003—George W.[MD] Bush tells
wounded troops at Walter Reed we
“must provide the best care” for vet-
erans—the same day the VA cuts off
health care for 164,000 veterans.
2003—Gertrude Janeway, the last
known widow of a Union Civil War
veteran, dies at 93. When they mar-
ried, he was 81 and she was 18.
1986—Ronald Reagan, 74, has pol-
yps removed and authorizes the secret
(and illegal) sale of weapons to Iran.
1969—COINTELPRO pays off:
two Black Panthers die in an ambush
set by rivals encouraged by the FBI.
1966—An Air Force tanker and a
B-52 collide over Spain, dropping
H-bombs & scattering radiation.
1962—An executive order gives fed-
eral workers the right to strike and
plutocrats a reason to want JFK dead.
1961—Ike warns, don’t give the “Mil-
itary-Industrial Complex” any “un-
warranted influence.” Oops.
1961—At the CIA’s request, Katan-
gan rebels murder deposed Congolese
Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba.
1953—A “red letter” day—the first
issue of I.F. Stone’s Weekly is published.
1920—Prohibition kicks in, except
for Andrew Mellon. Harding’s Trea-
sury Secretary issues Old Overholt—
which he owns—a special permit to
sell “for medicinal purposes.”
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2018—So-called President Donnie
Trump tells the Pentagon he wants a
parade justlike Emmanuel Macron’s.
1990—Washington, D.C. Mayor
Marion Barryis busted ina drug sting.
1983—Ronald Reagan hosts Roy
Cohn and Rupert Murdoch in the
Oval Office. That’s it: we’re doomed.
1983—Taking time out from dissing
gays in the Dartmouth Review, Laura
Ingraham pleads no/o to shoplifting.
1969—Peace talks begin in Paris be-
tween U.S. and Vietnam.

1968—At the White House, Eartha
Kitt has the gall to speak her mind
about the Vietnam War. Her career
begins to recover a decade later.
1943—The Red Army breaks the
890-day Nazi siege of Leningrad.
1909—The National Guard can sus-
pend habeas corpus, says the high court.
1884—TFive die and many are injured
when a steam boiler explodes at the
Wallace Brothers Shoe factory in
Rochester, N.H. Its safety valve had
been weighted down with bricks.
1863—Apache chief Mangas Colo-
rado, having entered Fort McLane,
N.M. under a flag of truce, is mana-
cled, tortured, then shot. His skull is
sent to a phrenologist.
1676—Accused of high treason
during the Great Swamp Fight,
Rhode Islander Joshua Tefft, the
Algonquin-speaking widower of a
‘Wampanoag woman, becomes the
only Englishman ever drawn and
quartered in North America.

10:54 11:30

435 90}

2004—Weeks after telling Chris
Matthews, “were going to break up
the giant media enterprises,” Howard
Dean addresses a screaming crowd in
Towa. Video techs create a clip using
sound from his mike only, making
him sound unhinged. It will aired 633
times over the next four days.
2001—On his last full day in office,
Bill Clinton admits he perjured him-
self when he denied having sex with
“that woman,” Monica Lewinsky.
1989—Frank F. Fowle III, an actor
whose favorite I/iad line was “Let me
not then die ingloriously and without
a struggle,” succumbs to stab wounds
suffered during a fight with a thief.
1985—At the Houston Astrodome,
35,000 watch as Canadian daredevil
Karel Soucek’s 180-foot barrel drop
goes wrong; he dies hours later.
1968—To placate Howard Hughes,
a wealthy weirdo who has been com-
plaining about all the rattling, the
AEC tries a new test site 90 miles
further away. Project Faultless, a
one-megaton H-Bomb, proves the
ground is unsuitable due to faults.
1920—The ACLU is founded.
1915—Two Britons are killed and
three are injured during the first Zep-
pelin attack of WW L.
1915—Deputies in Roosevelt, N.J.
shoot 21 unarmed strikers; two die.
1847—Charles Bent, the first Gov-
ernor of the New Mexico Territory, is
scalped at his Taos home in front of his
wife and children.
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2017—George W.[MD] Bush to
Hillary Clinton: “...that [Trump’s in-
augural speech] was some weird shit.”
2009—"TfTever run for President,” says
Donald Trump, “please shoot me.”
2009—]. Roberts, winging it, blows
hislines as he swears in B. Obama.
2009—Frank Luntz invokes a con-
clave of GOP bigwigs. It promptly
resolves to thwart President Obama.
2005—].P. Morgan Chase admits
two banks it swallowed had taken en-
slaved people as collateral years before.
1981—Awakened at 9:00 a.m. and
reminded that he’ll soon be inaugu-
rated, Ronald Reagan asks, “Does
that mean Ihave to getup?” Hewill go
on to trade arms for hostages, bankroll
al-Qaeda, rob Social Security, bust
unions, and triple the national debt.
1981—As per arrangement with the
GOP, Iran releases 52 U.S. hostages.
1953—TIke blurs the line between
church and state by beginning his in-
augural speech with a prayer.
1936—England’s King George V
is euthanized with an injection of
cocaine and morphine, timed so
his death could be reported in the
more-dignified morning newspapers,
rather than the evening rags. His last
words are, “God damn you.”
1934—Nazis “regulate” labor: no
more strikes or collective bargaining.
1900—Honolulu health officials set a
fire in Chinatown to contain the bu-
bonic plague. Oops. Out of control, it
burns 4,000 homes in 17 days.
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2010—The Supreme Court flaunts its
supremacy by ruling, in Citizens Unit-
ed, that wealthy corporations are enti-
tled to political domination over the
less-endowed, i.c., ordinary citizens.
2001—With George W.[MD] Bush
duly sworn in, Paul Wolfowitz, Ah-
mad Chalaby, Doug Feith and other
neocons meet at Richard Perle’s home
to plotaregime change in Iraq.
2001—Ignoring the jeers of 20,000
demonstrators, the New York Times
“reports” George W.[MD] Bush may
usherina “new era of... social justice.”
1997—Newt Gingrich becomes the
first Speaker of the House to be disci-
plined for unethical behavior.
1996—Bill and Monica enjoy their
fifth illicit encounter.

1977—Pres. Carter issues a blanket
pardon to all Vietnam draft dodgers.
1968—The NVA begins a 78-day
siege of U.S. Marines at Khe Sanh.
Outnumbered five to one and suffer-
ing 737 KIA/MIA, Marines prevail.
1968—A heater SNAFU ignites un-
authorized foam seats aboard a B-52
over Greenland. It crashes, scattering
parts of four H-bombs—which are
barred by treaty with Denmark.
1946—The largest strike in U.S.
history begins: 750,000 steelworkers
walk out. A month later, workers win.
1867—A San Francisco cop foolishly
arrests Emperor Norton I; civic unrest
naturally ensues. The Police Chief
apologizes to the Emperor, and offi-
cers begin to salute him on the street.
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2017—Trumpazoid Kellyanne Con-
way coins a new euphemism for ‘lies
“alternative facts.”

2008—Nitpickers list 935 instances
of “orchestrated deception” about Iraq
from the Bush #43 administration.
1997—Walking in a Tulsa park, Lot-
tie Williams is hit on the shoulder by a
small falling chunk of a Delta rocket.
1973—The Supreme Court issues its
Roev. Wade decision.

1961—Iberian leftists hijack the lux-
ury liner Santa Maria as a first step
towards deposing Portugese dictator
Salazar and establishing democracy.
1959—Ordered to dig coal under the
Susquehanna with no means to gauge
clearance, 12 miners end up drowned.
1958—The FBI, developing a pro-
gram to read Americans’ mail, discov-
ers the CIA is already doing that.
1957—George “The Mad Bomber”
Metesky, stiffed on a worker’s comp
claim, is arrested in New York for
planting 30 bombs over 16 years.
1945—Arthur Kasherman becomes
the third muckraking Minneapolis
newspaperman in 11 years to be shot
dead on the street.

1932—El Salvadoran authorities be-
gin settling a peasant uprising; over
six months they murder 25,000.
1920—Civil libertarians report that
the Army is torturing conscientious
objectors on Alcatraz.
1862—President John Tyler is bur-
ied in Richmond, Va.; his coffin is
draped with a Confederate flag.
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2016—The Republican presidential
nominee brags, in Sioux City, Iowa,
“I could stand in the middle of 5th
Avenue and shoot somebody, and I
wouldn't lose any voters, OK?”
1986—After getting a FOIA request
from the son of the Agency’s former
station chief in Mexico City, the CIA
destroys audio tape of Lee Harvey
Oswald talking on the phone to the
Soviet Embassy there.
1973—President Nixon claims his
“peace with honor” deal doesn’t betray
allies, abandon prisoners, or let the
warin Vietnam go on. Itdoes all three.
1968—North Korea seizes the USS
Pueblo for spying within its waters.
1957—Klan members in Montgom-
ery, Ala. force Willie Edwards Jr. to
jump from a bridge. A judge quashes
the indictment of 3 men 19 years later,
saying “forcing a person to jump from
abridge does not naturally and prob-
ably lead to the death of such person.”
1870—Maj. Eugene Baker’s 2nd
Cavalry massacres 173 Blackfeet in
Montana, mostly women and chil-
dren. Chief Heavy Runner dies hold-
ing documents guaranteeing safety.
1795—Fourteen Dutch naval ships
frozen in the Zuiderzee are captured
by French cavalry and infantry.
1570—]James Stewart, Earl of Moray
and Regent of Scotland, is passing
through Linlithgow in a cavalcade
when he’s shot from a window with a
carbine, making him the first head of
state to be assassinated with a firearm.
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2015—The first snow of winter falls
on Portsmouth. It is far from the last.
2001—GOP hack Rich Galen re-
ports (falsely) that outgoing Gore
staffers slashed all the power cords in
the Office of the Vice President.
1999—Reading the crawl on “Date-
line NBC,” Joe DiMaggio is dis-
turbed to learn that he has died.
1992—Gov. Bill Clinton flies to
Arkansas so the execution of self-lo-
botomized cop-killer Ricky Ray Rec-
tor—who asks jailers to save the des-
sert from his last meal “for later"—will
enhance his campaign for President.
1963—The tail falls off a B-52 flying
over Maine at 500 feet—one-sev-
entieth of its design altitude—and it
crashesinto Elephant Mountain. Two
men survive the crash, seven don't.
1961—A disintegrating B-52 releases
a pair of 3.8 megaton H-bombs over
Goldsboro, N.C. One parachutes
“safely”—a single safety switch pre-
vents detonation. The other falls freely,
and remains 180 feet underground.
1955—Iwo Jima flag raiser Ira Hamil-
ton Hayes dies of exposure at 32.
1946—Swearing in Rear Admiral
Sidney Souers as head the Central In-
telligence Group, President Truman
presents him with a cloak and dagger.
1856—Pres. Pierce declares Kansas’
anti-slavery government illegitimate.
1692—French priest Louis-Pierre
Thury and hundreds of indigenous
Abenaki raid York, Maine, killing
100 settlers and taking 100 hostage.
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The Astute Businessperson

may want to consider the anachronistic

affordability of advertising in our
venerable news medium.

'This space, for example, could be had for

a mere $40 per fortnight.

Try to find such a bargain elsewhere!
(603) 433-9898, or editors@nhgazette.com
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