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Holden Dick, an Indian, and Vin-
cente Olivas, a Mexican, both con-
victed murderers, were taken out 
of jail at Susanville, California, Jan. 
28th, and hanged to beams in the 
woodshed of the court house by a 
mob. 

During the recent blizzard two 
unknown families, consisting of 
nine persons, were frozen to death 
near San Bois, Choctaw Nation, and 
their four horses were frozen in har-
ness. The party were (sic) caught on 
the prairie.

The body of a baby four days old 
came in with the tide at Cohasset, 
Mass, Jan. 28th.

The house committee on military 
affairs has instructed Mr. Wheeler 

to report favorably the bill intro-
duced by him to authorize the pres-
ident to restore officers to the army 
in certain cases. This is the Fitz John 
Porter bill.

Charles W. Hitchcock, a Balti-
more letter carrier, is charged with 
abstracting money from several let-
ters.

Rev. G.R. Bristow has been in-
dicted at Nyack, N.Y., for criminally 
assaulting Ida Downs.

Miss Alice Jordan, the young lady 
who recently joined the junior class 
at the Yale law school, has with-
drawn, owing to the announcement 
by the faculty that she would be in-
eligible for a degree, even should she 
pass the required examination.

A train near Pistoja, Italy, was 
pillaged by brigands, Jan. 27th; one 
passenger was killed and three were 
wounded.

It was reported on Friday that the 
new steeple of the Orthodox church 
at York village was overthrown by 
the wind of the previous night, but it 
was probably a canard as there wasn’t 
any wind the previous night. Some-
body lied, that was all.

A shooting afray is reported from 
Houston, Texas. Two admirers of a 
Miss Delaney, named Jack Hanlon 
and Jack Crowlly, met in the lady’s 
parlor by accident. Shots were ex-

by Jake Johnson

A congressional report published 
Tuesday further undercut U.S. 

President Donald Trump’s claim 
that he has defeated inflation, esti-
mating that the average American 
family paid $1,625 in higher costs 
last year as the Republican pres-
ident’s tariffs and broader policy 
agenda drove up prices across the 
nation’s economy.

The new analysis by Democrats 
on the Joint Economic Committee 
( JEC) found that the $1,625 total 
includes $323 more for housing 
expenses and $241 more for trans-
portation costs. In some states—
including Alaska, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and New York—
the average family paid more than 
$2,000 in higher costs in 2025 as 
prices for groceries, housing, and 
other necessities continued to rise 
under Trump’s leadership.

Sen. Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.), 
the ranking member of the JEC, 
said in a statement that “President 

Trump has imposed reckless tariffs, 
driven up healthcare costs, and cre-
ated economic uncertainty. And be-
cause of these choices that he made, 
Americans are paying over $1,600 
more than when he came into of-
fice.”

 “While the president pledged 
that he would end inflation and now 
claims that prices are down,” Has-
san added, “the data reflects what 
families are experiencing every day: 
higher costs that make it harder to 
make ends meet.”

The JEC report was released 
just weeks after Trump falsely pro-
claimed in a year-end address to the 
nation that “inflation is stopped” 
and “prices are down.” CNN fact 
checker Daniel Dale noted that in-
flation data released on the morning 
of Trump’s December 17th speech 
showed that “average consumer 
prices were 2.7 percent higher in 
December than they were a year pri-
or and 0.3 percent higher than they 
were in November.”

Trump also used his primetime 

speech to hail the supposed suc-
cesses of his tariff regime. But a re-
port released Monday showed that 
U.S. consumers and businesses, not 
foreign exporters, are shouldering 
nearly all of the burden of the White 
House’s import taxes.

 “Despite President Trump’s 
claims that 2025 was the ‘greatest 
first year in history’ for an Ameri-
can president, Americans’ attitudes 
about their economic security and 
the latest economic data say oth-
erwise,” experts at the Center for 
American Progress wrote Tuesday. 
“With increased costs of everyday 
items due to tariffs and fewer job 
opportunities, families are feeling 
the direct impacts of the Trump 
administration’s harmful economic 
policies.”

–=≈=–
Jake Johnson is a senior editor and 
staff writer for Common Dreams. 
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 
3.0). Feel free to republish and 
share widely.

Well, here we are now, one year 
into the second four-year 

term of a president who, if he must 
say so himself, is the most powerful 
superlative magnet the human race 
has ever seen. Not even his worst, 
most hateful critics—a category in 
which we must declare a certain in-
terest—can deny it.

Who, in recorded history, has ever 
done more to aggrandize himself? 
No one. If anyone had, his name—it 
would have to have been a man, after 
all—would be on everyone’s lips, and 
we would know it by the vigorous 
wiping of those lips to remove it.

He is the biggest. Taft might have 
been bigger, technically, but no one 
remembers him so he doesn’t count.

He is the most. He is the personi-
fication of the remark often credited 
to Eisenhower, “Ihings are more like 
they are now than they have ever 
been.”

He is the only. No one else would 
even try to compete with him. Even 
stupid people would know better 
than that.

He is the first. No one ever 
thought of doing what he does. 
Maybe we’ve just been lucky, who 
knows?

He is the last. At least, on the one 
hand, so we hope. 

On the other hand—not to get 
too serious, here, because things are 
far too serious already—this is also 
what we fear. 

The as-yet-unchecked Mr. Su-
perlative, whose internal filters have 
obviously eroded thanks to a lifetime 
spent surrounding himself with sy-
cophantic mediocrities, recently 
confessed to the New York Times 
that he’s ready to wreck NATO be-
cause U.S. ownership of Greenland 
is something “I feel is psychological-
ly needed for success.”

In an interview Monday on NPR, 
Democratic Senator Chris Coons 
of Delaware met this historical mo-
ment with an astute and concise 
declarative statement:

“Frankly, that’s nuts.”
Coons is absolutely 

right. But, as every pass-
ing day makes clearer, 
being right means noth-
ing. In fact, all too soon, 
nothing will mean any-
thing any more, thanks to AI. 

About five billion people—more 
than 60 percent of humanity—
may now, if they wish, watch polar 
bears wielding AK-47s joining har-
poon-toting, cigar-smoking wal-
ruses, riding along in Greenlanders’ 
pickup trucks as they rally to defend 
their country.

It’s all a joke, of course, and a good 
one. It’s hard to miss when the butt 
of the joke is a purported leader of 
the free world who’s been acting like 
a jerk. When a little guy mocks a big 
guy, comedians call that punching 
up. Most people find that funny 
because they can identify with the 
little guy.

Authoritarians and their wor-
shipers have a word for punching 
up. They call it treason. A good time, 
for them, is watching the big guy 
crush whoever was the last little guy 
they were told to hate. Perhaps this 
phenomenon explains the dearth of 
funny right wing comedians.

Let us extricate ourselves from 
this digression with a distressing 
prediction. Any day now, we could 
be inundated by a wave of AI-gen-
erated videos, produced by base-
ment-dwelling White House trolls, 
realistic enough to fool viewers 
across the political spectrum. De-
signed to convert Second Amend-
ment fanatics into full-blown 
brownshirts, they might show 
non-existent, stereotypical, swarthy 
Antifa terrorists doing unspeakable 
things to blonde-haired, blue-eyes 
Nordic maidens. The ensuing havoc 
would make January 6th look like a 
church picnic.

Should such a thing happen in 
a sane world, the Department of 
Homeland Security would step in 
and restore order. We do not, unfor-
tunately, live in such a world. Worse 
yet, Kristi Noem is the Secretary of 
that department. There is much that 
can be said about Noem. None of it 
is nice, but this is a newspaper, not a 
lesson in etiquette. 

She can’t seem to shake the ru-
mor that she’s been having an ex-
tra-marital affair with her chief of 
staff, notorious Granite Stater Co-
rey Lewandowski, since 2021. She 
is the poster girl for Mar-a-Lago 
Face. She has confessed to shooting 
her own dog. None of these things, 
individually, are any of our business. 
Taken together, though, they create 
a clear pattern of extremely dubious 
judgment.

More relevant and more troubling 
is how she relishes using her position 
to engage in Nazi cosplay. Her po-
dium bears the Third Reich slogan: 
“One Of Ours, All Of Yours.” 

A few days ago her 
boss ordered two bat-
talions of the 11th Air-
borne, based in Alaska, to 
prepare to invade for de-
ployment to Minneapo-
lis—which is now spelled 
R-E-I-C-H-S-T-A-G.

Just as war with our NATO allies 
would wreak havoc on the global 
economy, so will the civil war our 
Peace Prize-coveting President has 
been fomenting. 

Just to be sure, though, and max-
imize the damage, he wants to re-
place the Federal Reserve Chairman 
with an Interest Rate Dial on the 
Resolute desk, right next to the Diet 
Coke button. 

Oh, for the days when one could 
say, “Things are going to get worse 
before they get better.” 

Now, in this Doc Brown moment, 
all we can honestly say, is “Things are 
going to get weirder. Then they’ll 
probably get weirder than that.”

“While the president pledged that he would end inflation and now claims that prices are down, 
the data reflects what families are experiencing every day: higher costs that make it harder to make ends meet.”

Trump Inflation Cost U.S. Families $1,625 More Last Year
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changed from revolvers, and both 
men will die. The two lovers were 
“sporting men,” and the young 
woman was engaged to Hanlon.

A war between religious factions 
is in progress at Joliet, Ill., the salva-
tion army on one side and the city 
authorities, Catholics, on the other.

All that was left of the Martha’s 
Vineyard railroad after the late 
storm—Two streaks of rust and a 
right of way much unobstructed.

The best thing in hats—brains.
Senators [William Henry] Blair 

[R-N.H.] and [William Pierce] 
Frye [R-Me.] are said to be the only 
members of the upper house of con-
gress who are teetotalers.

It is said that if a person bitten 
by a mad dog will go into a Turkish 
bath and stay there for seven days he 
will recover. The poison in the blood, 
it is said, will be eliminated by vigor-

ous and steady perspiration.
The private theatrical perfor-

mances before the [Mad] King 
[Ludwig II] of Bavaria have been 
resumed at Munich, in spite of the 
vehement remonstrances of his 
Majesty’s disgusted ministers, who 
find it utterly hopeless to attempt to 
place the civil list on a better footing.

Old Seth Kinman, the famous 
California hunter, who presented 
unique chairs to Presidents Buchan-
an, Lincoln, Johnson and Hayes, will 
next spring honor President Cleve-
land in a similar manner. The chair is 
made of elk-horns, and is curiously 
and elaborately constructed.

Bismark is afraid of dentists. He 
has lately suffered much from neu-
ralgic pains in the face, and accord-
ing to Prof. Frerichs of the Berlin 
University, these are due to two de-
cayed teeth which the chancellor has 
not the courage to have removed. 
Bismark’s wife is also said to be far 

from well.
“Two of the toes of my buried 

leg overlap each other and pain me 
dreadfully,” said the wife of Jacob 
Berean, of Marlboro, Mass. The leg 
had been amputated and buried one 
month. The husband, unknown to 
the wife, had the leg exhumed and 
the toes straightened out, and she 
said she knew by the relief that fol-
lowed the exact moment the act was 
performed.

Prof. Eaton, of Yale College, in a 
recent lecture to the students, told 
them that it was not certain Eve 
tempted Adam with an apple in the 
Garden of Eden. He thinks prob-
ably it was a quince, ”because the 
apple of the present day was prop-
agated from the crab apple, and it is 
not at all likely Adam would have 
been taken in by such a puckery lit-
tle bait.”

Occupy New Hampshire Seacoast drew about 100 people to its January 
18th Civil Rights Sunday in Market Square. Judging from the signs, peo-
ple were standing up for due process and the rule of law, while opposing 
genocide and fascism. Under normal circumstances, these would hardly 
seem to be controversial positions. One protestor, on the left, above, did a 
particularly fine job of re-engineering a familiar acronym.

by Norman Solomon

The past year has completely dis-
credited any claim that choos-

ing between the Democratic and 
Republican parties would be merely 
a matter of “pick your poison” with 
the same end result. In countless ter-
rible ways, the last 12 months have 
shown that Donald Trump’s party is 
bent on methodically inflicting vast 
cruelty and injustice while aiming to 
crush what’s left of democracy and 
the rule of law. 

Meanwhile, the Democratic 
Party’s leadership persists with the 
kind of elitist political approach that 
helped Trump win in 2024. Hide-
bound and unimaginative, Senate 
leader Chuck Schumer and House 
leader Hakeem Jeffries have been 
incapable of inspiring the people 
whose high-turnout votes will be es-
sential to ending Republican control 
of Congress and the White House. 

The Democratic establishment 
shuns the progressive populism 
that’s vital to counter bogus right-
wing populism effectively. And so, 
the fight to defeat the fascistic GOP 
and the fight to overcome the power 
of corporate Democrats are largely 
the same fight. 

Advocates for progressive change 
will remain on the defensive as long 

as the Trump party is in power. 
With the entire future at stake, social 
movements on the left should have a 
focus on organizing to oust Repub-
licans from control of Congress in 
this year’s midterm elections. 

The point isn’t that Democrats 
deserve to win—it’s that people 
certainly don’t deserve to live under 
Republican rule, and ending it is the 
first electoral step toward a federal 
government that serves the broad 
public instead of powerfully destruc-
tive and violent elites. Like it or not, 
in almost every case the only candi-
dates in a position to defeat Repub-
licans for the House and Senate this 
year will have a “D” after their name. 

Democratic Party leaders have 
dodged coming to terms with rea-
sons why their party lost the White 
House in 2024, preferring to make 
a protracted show of scratching 
their chins and puzzling over the 
steep falloff of support from work-
ing-class voters of all colors. The 
Democratic National Committee’s 
refusal to release its autopsy report, 
assessing what went wrong in the 
election, underscores the party’s 
aversion to serious introspection. 

Cogent answers are readily 
available, but top Democrats like 
Schumer and Jeffries refuse to heed 
them. If the party wants to regain 

The Democratic establishment shuns the progressive populism 
that’s vital to counter bogus right-wing populism effectively. And 
so, the fight to defeat the fascistic GOP and the fight to overcome 
the power of corporate Democrats are largely the same fight.

and expand support from work-
ing-class voters, it must fight for 
programs that they clearly want. 

Extensive polling shows strong 
public support for major progressive 
reforms, such as raising taxes on big 
corporations and the wealthy, lifting 
the Social Security tax cap, boost-
ing the federal minimum wage, 
and greatly expanding Medicare to 
include dental, vision, and hearing 
coverage. 

The multifaceted tyranny that 
Trump and his toady lieutenants 
want to impose is both abrupt 
and gradual. Relying on “big lie” 
techniques, they strive to turn this 
month’s shocks into next month’s 
old hat. 

Yet counting on denunciations of 
Trump to win elections is a very bad 
strategy. It didn’t work in 2016, it 
barely worked in 2020, and it failed 
miserably in 2024. 

Democrats on ballots this fall will 
need to be offering plausible relief to 
voters in economic distress. But it’s 
hard for Democratic leaders to come 
across as aligned with the working 
class when evidence is profuse that 
they aren’t. 

In essence, Schumer and Jef-

Not much ambiguity here.

fries—and the ma-
jority of Democratic 
officeholders who 
keep those two in 
the party’s top posi-
tions—represent the 
Biden-era status quo 
that was unpopular 
enough to return 
Trump to the White 
House. A key reason 
is a reality that Sen. 
Bernie Sanders de-
scribed soon after 
Trump’s 2016 win: 
“Certainly there are 
some people in the 
Democratic Party 
who want to main-
tain the status quo. 
They would rather go 
down with the Ti-
tanic so long as they 
have first-class seats.”

Democratic Par-
ty leaders should be 
removed from seats of party power 
or bypassed as relics of bygone eras. 
Their ongoing refusals to distance 
from corporate power, rich elites, 
and militarism have alienated much 
of the party’s base. 

As I wrote in my free new book 
The Blue Road to Trump Hell, “The 
Democratic Party enabled Donald 
Trump to become president twice 
because of repetition compulsions 
that still plague the top echelons 
of the party.” To eject Republicans 
from power—and to advance a 
strong progressive agenda—true 

leadership must come from grass-
roots mobilization. 

–=≈=–
Norman Solomon is the national 
director of RootsAction.org and 
executive director of the Institute for 
Public Accuracy. The paperback edi-
tion of his latest book, War Made 
Invisible: How America Hides 
the Human Toll of Its Military 
Machine, includes an afterword 
about the Gaza war. This work is 
licensed under Creative Commons 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to 
republish and share widely. 
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“The good earth—we could have saved it,
but we were too damn cheap and lazy.”

— Kurt Vonnegut

“Every super state has one iron rule: 
logic is an enemy and the 

truth is a menace.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Rod Serling (1924-1975) 
screenwriter, television producer
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Beware of 
Cruise Ships

– a Bar Harbor reader

Democracy Watchdog Exposes ‘Heartbreaking 
Catalog of DOGE’s Depredations’
“[These] attacks… will have long-standing effects on the American public”

Once there was a hired man who 
was constantly astonishing his em-
ployer, a farmer, by doing strange 
and unexpected things. One day the 
farmer went into the barn and found 
that his man had hanged himself. 
Looking at the dangling body a few 
minutes, he exclaimed: “What on 
earth will that fellow do next?”

Davis Brothers, photographic art-
ists, were taking views of the frost-
work about the city on Friday, and 
without doubt will produce some 
very beautiful pictures. An Eliot 
man who came down the river in 
his boat that day to subscribe for 
the Gazette expressed regret that the 
magnificent views along the banks 
of the river could not be photo-
graphed.

L.V. Newell, & Co. succeeded in 
getting about sixty fine negatives for 
photographic views about the city 
and in this vicinity, during the three 
days’ prevalence of the “ice storm.” 
They will soon have the completed 
pictures on exhibition and for sale.

William Hanscom of Eliot was 
arrested in Dover last week for dis-
turbing the “knee drill” of the sal-
vation army, and in the police court 
next morning was fined $2 and 
costs, amounting to $8.76.

The salvation army of Portsmouth 
visited Eliot Neck on Monday eve-
ning last, and held services at the 
Second Advent church there. Three 
young men from Portsmouth were 
denied admission at the door, be-
cause it was alleged that they be-
longed to a company of twenty who 
had given out word that they would 

break up the meeting. There was a 
considerable crowd present, but no 
evidence of any new converts. At a 
previous meeting, two weeks ago, 
sixteen dollars were collected.

A medical authority says “per-
sons have been bitten by mad dogs 
and have not gone mad.” And then, 
again, some persons get mad on be-
ing bitten by a dog that is not mad. 
The rule works both ways.

The New Hampshire Gazette
February 4, 1886

The feeling in Arizona and New 
Mexico in favor of the summary ex-
ecution of the Apache chief Geron-
imo and his companions, is general.

Baron Armand Haussman is un-
der arrest in Paris for attempting 
to murder Count Montauzan in 

Looks like somebody got tired of shovelling snow, but was too cheap to shell 
out $70,000 for a Chevy Silverado. We don’t claim to be automotive ex-
perts, but we doubt a Toyota Yaris has the horsepower needed to effectively 
get the job done. We’re pretty sure, too, that’s gonna void their warranty.

by Jessica Corbett

Exactly a year after President 
Donald Trump returned to of-

fice and swiftly signed an executive 
order establishing the Department 
of Government Efficiency, the Re-
volving Door Project on Tuesday 
released a report detailing all the 
damage that DOGE has done.

“Under the banner of the so-
called ‘Department of Government 
Efficiency’ (DOGE), Elon Musk 
and Russell Vought have eagerly 
shredded political, professional, and 
legal precedent in their effort to dis-
mantle the essential functions of the 
federal government—and most im-
portantly, democracy at large,” says 
the report, “DOGE: From Meme 
to Government Erosion Machine.”

In addition to being the rich-
est person on Earth, Musk was 
DOGE’s de facto leader until he 
left the administration at the end of 
May, on bad terms with Trump—a 
falling out addressed in the report. 
Meanwhile, Project 2025 architect 
Vought remains both director of the 
Office of Management and Bud-
get (OMB) and acting director of 
the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (CFPB).

CFPB is among the 20 “agen-
cies targeted by DOGE” that have 
their own sections in the report. 
Each section features a timeline of 
attacks, outlines impacts on capacity 
and material harms, and lists nota-
ble names of ousted leadership and 
DOGE agents.

“After Musk’s exit, DOGE, filled 
with his lackeys, remained a feature 
in the federal government,” the re-
port states. “In fact, the guiding 
principles of DOGE—trauma-
tizing federal workers, decimating 
government capacity, and slashing 
funding for people and places in 
need—were rejuvenated, albeit with 
a new, more effective and more dis-
creet standard bearer.”

Vought, the publication explains, 
“began firming up DOGE’s legacy 
behind the scenes, using the pow-
er of his office to embed DOGE 
personnel in federal agencies as full 
time staff and institutionalize fund-
ing cuts through illegal use of the 
Impoundment Control Act.”

As OMB director, “Vought can 
review and reshape federal budget 
proposals according to his own ideo-
logical priorities, even if the agency 
leaders disagree,” the document 
notes. “A supposed hyper-originalist 
and self-described Christian nation-
alist, Vought has used this leverage 
to reshape the federal government 
from the top down.”

“The CFPB was a prime example 
of Vought’s vision of dismantling 
federal agencies that do not serve 
his interest,” the report highlights, 
pointing to attack on personnel, 
agency funding, abandonment of 
key cases, and related legal battles. 
“The CFPB saga serves as a tem-
plate of things to come with Vought 
at the helm of the DOGE mission.”

Other targeted federal agencies 
include the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency, Federal Aviation 
Administration, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, General Services 
Administration, Internal Revenue 
Service, Office of Personnel Man-
agement, United States Agency for 
International Development, U.S. 
Institute of Peace, and U.S. Postal 
Service.

As the report lays out, DOGE 
has also gone after the departments 
of Agriculture, Commerce, Educa-
tion, Energy, Health and Human 
Services, Homeland Security, Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Labor, 
the Treasury, and Veterans Affairs.

“DOGE agents—a cohort of 
unelected, unqualified, and unac-
countable goons recruited from 
Elon Musk and Peter Thiel’s or-
bit—have been given unfettered 
access to the internal machinery of 
federal agencies,” the report says, 
naming another Big Tech billion-
aire. “From seizing control of the 
nation’s payment system at the 
Treasury Department to orchestrat-
ing mass purges of the experts who 
ensure our food is safe, these actors 
bypassed traditional oversight to 
strip agencies of their ability to serve 
the American public.”

Revolving Door Project deputy 
research director Christopher Lewis 
warned in a Tuesday statement that 
“Donald Trump and Elon Musk’s 
attacks on the federal government 
will have long-standing effects on 
the American public. From the cuts 

The U.S. Institute of Peace was created by Congress in 1984 as an in-
dependent non-profit. It moved into this purpose-built headquarters in 
2011. On March 17, 2025, DOGE goons used a suspended security con-
tractor’s key to gain unauthorized access to the building and roust the staff. 
Later they plastered the President’s name on the front. A judge ruled the 
takeover illegal, but that ruling has been stayed. 

to the National Weather Service to 
the axing of fraud agents at the Fed-
eral Student Aid Office, every single 
American has and will continue to 
feel the effects of this administra-
tion’s illegal and corrupt actions.”

“We hope that this report will 
show the public how dangerous a 
madman Elon Musk is, and why 
corrupt billionaires, with zero ex-
perience in governance, have no 
place making decisions for career 
officials,” he continued. “Our feck-
less Congress, especially Trump’s 
enablers on the Hill, should be 
ashamed of themselves and what 
they have wrought.”

Various recent analyses have ex-
posed how U.S. billionaires have 
benefited from Trump’s second 
term and the Republican-controlled 
Congress while working-class 
Americans face an intensifying af-
fordability crisis, struggling to afford 
everything from rent and groceries 

to soaring health insurance premi-
ums.

“If anyone needed evidence that 
getting rich doesn’t require brains 
or judgment, or that the private 
sector’s supposed superiority over 
public servants was a myth, this 
heartbreaking catalog of DOGE’s 
depredations should more than suf-
fice,” said Revolving Door Project 
executive director Jeff Hauser.

“The main lesson to be learned 
from Musk and DOGE,” he add-
ed, “is that the next administration 
should pay careful attention to what 
DOGE did and proceed to do the 
exact opposite.”

–=≈=–
Jessica Corbett is a senior editor and 
staff writer for Common Dreams. 
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 
3.0). Feel free to republish and 
share widely.

–=≈=–
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Ice, Greenland, and Cadavers On Trial
Dear Editor:

In the news, Trump wants to take 
Greenland for the U.S.A., “the easy 
way or the hard way.” He posits that, 
“If we don’t, China or Russia will.” 
They’re not NATO members, but we 
are. So we’d fight NATO to have his 
old-age craving for glory be satisfied? 
Question for DJT—Why wouldn’t 
China or Russia, IF they want it, then 
take Greenland from us? Not shy of 
the “hard way.” Now we’ve a nucle-
ar-armed world, a modern-time seri-
ousness.

An NPR commentator puts Trump 
in the 19th Century, “Sounds a lot like 
James Polk wanting Texas and taking 
it from Mexico.” 

At the Concord rally on Satur-
day, that supported and grieved for 
ICE-victim Renee Good, I listened 
to a middle-aged Navy vet and a mid-
dle-aged Army vet, there as anti-ICE 
and pro-people. Importantly, too—for 
law. Trump’s central failing is not car-
ing for the average person. He’ll lie to 
followers, demeaning them. My two 
new acquaintances, rally-goers, good 
veterans, are pro-decency. Valuing 
people comes with being raised that 
way. Appreciate citizens. Immigrants 
in line for citizenship. Immigrants fill-
ing labor needs. Family people work-
ing to hold it all together. Diversity, 
equity, inclusion.

Lynn Rudmin Chong
Sanbornton, N.H.
Lynn:
This brings to mind an event that took 

place long ago—859 years before this 
newspaper was founded. In January, 
879, Pope Stephen VI had Pope Formo-
sus, the predecessor of Stephen’s predeces-
sor, disinterred and put on trial in what 
became known as the Cadaver Synod. 
Formosus, unable to muster much of a 
defense, unsurprisingly was found guilty. 

How is this relevant? One might well 
ask. Compare the decency of your new 
friends with its conspicuous absence in a 
certain powerful buffoon. We doubt that 
genetics alone could create such a person.

Our so-called President is beyond the 
law. Perhaps a Citizens’ Court could con-
vict his parents for having inflicted such a 
wretch upon us.

The Editor

When $1.00 = $0.11
To the Editor:

In 2025 I had an operation at Ports-
mouth Regional Hospital. The hospi-
tal sent Medicare a bill for $152,000. 
Medicare reduced it to $16,600. The 
hospital accepted that amount. The 
main reason people cannot afford 
health care or decent health insurance 
in this country is the medical profes-
sion billing patients at many times the 
actual cost. 

People do not go bankrupt in other 
countries because the medical costs are 
regulated. We should do the same. 

If this country can set the cost of 
procedures under Medicare and Med-
icaid, it can do so for everyone else for 
any provider accepting Medicare or 
Medicaid. It can be higher than Medi-
care, but something reasonable like 
two or three times that of Medicare. 
This would greatly reduce bankrupt-
cies caused by medical debt and make 
health insurance more affordable. 
Employers could afford to pay their 
employees more because they would 
be spending less on providing health 
insurance. 

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, N.H.
Walter:
Portsmouth Regional is part of HCA, 

the nation’s largest for-profit health care 
company, founded by now-Senator Rick 
Scott. Wikipedia: “During [Scott’s] ten-
ure as chief executive, the company de-
frauded Medicare, Medicaid, and other 
federal programs. The U.S. Department 
of Justice won 14 felony convictions 
against the company, which was fined 
$1.7 billion in what was at the time 
the largest healthcare fraud settlement 
in U.S. history. Following his departure 
from Columbia/HCA, Scott became a 
venture capitalist and pursued other busi-
ness interests.” 

We don’t have a health care system. In-
stead we have a vampiric, profit-making 
racket, holding us 
all for ransom. 
Scott is not whol-
ly responsible for 
this; no one has 
that much power. 
Doesn’t he make 
a fine poster boy, 
though?

If we had a functioning democracy, this 
insane system would be among the first 
things to go. Medicare for All!

The Editor
–=≈=–

Greedy for Greenland
Dear Editor:

Mr. Trump continues to escalate his 
threat to take over Greenland. He has 
now threatened a number of NATO 
allies who have sent troops to protect 
Greenland with tariffs of 10 percent 
on February 1st and will increase them 
to 25 percent and keep them in place 
“until such time as a Deal is reached 
for the Complete and Total purchase 
of Greenland.” Mr. Trump insists that 
only America can protect Greenland 
from possible threats from Russia or 
China. Of course, this ignores a num-
ber of important historical facts.

First, Greenland is an autonomous 
territory of Denmark and is part of the 
NATO Alliance. As such, an attack on 
Greenland by another nation would 
require that Article 5 of the NATO 
Charter to which the U.S. is a signa-
tory, be enforced. As such an attack on 
one member is considered an attack on 
all and they will respond accordingly, 
including using military force. This 
alliance has protected Greenland and 
all other NATO members successfully 
for 80 years.

Second, the U.S. has had a strong 
military presence in Greenland since 
1951 when Thule Air Force Base was 
established. Thule AFB was created 
as a strategic defense against Soviet 
threats, housing bombers, and missiles 
and developing an early warning sys-
tem for missile detection. The name 
was changed in 2022 to Pituffik Space 
Base and remains in full operation to-
day. In essence, Pituffik Space Base is 
a unique, vital outpost for U.S. nation-
al security in the Arctic. In addition, 
Denmark is increasing its military 
presence with new air surveillance 
radars and upgrading airports (like 
Kangerlussuaq) for potential fighter 
jet deployment, enhancing NATO’s 
Arctic situational awareness. Despite 
this, Mr. Trump described Greenland’s 
level of protection with the comment, 
“currently have two dog sleds as pro-
tection, one added recently.” I think 
that our current Space Base and other 

NATO facilities represent much more 
than two dog sleds. If not, why has not 
Mr. Trump built up and increased the 
capabilities of Pituffik Space Base?

Of course, the real reason Mr. 
Trump wants Greenland is because of 
its huge deposits of natural resources, 
not to mention how this distracts from 
the Epstein file debacle. Some esti-
mates put the value of these resourc-
es into the trillions of dollars. Where 
does Mr. Trump think America will 
come up with the funds necessary to 
make such a purchase considering our 
already immense national debt? And 
to take Greenland by force would re-
quire that NATO respond accordingly. 
The consequences of such a scenario 
are unthinkable.

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
We suspect Trump’s lust for Greenland 

may be simpler than it appears. As de-
picted on the most common form of flat 
world map, the Mercator projection, the 
ice-covered island appears to be huuuge. 
He probably thinks he’s outdoing Jefferson 
and his Louisiana Purchase.

The Editor
–=≈=–

In Whose Interest?
To the Editor:

Political activist Noam Chomsky 
was once asked if the United States 
acts in the national interest. He replied 
that no nation acts in its national inter-
est. That’s a term of propaganda. He 
added that nations act in the interests 
of powerful internal groups that con-
trol policy.

Nowhere is this more evident than 
in the Trump administration’s “Drill, 
baby, drill!” mantra, its efforts to gain 
control over Venezuelan oil, and Presi-
dent Trump’s recent meeting with ma-
jor oil executives at the White House.

Notably, U.S. Energy Secretary 
Chris Wright previously served as 
CEO of Liberty Energy, North 
America’s second-largest fracking 
company. Similarly, Rex Tillerson, 
Secretary of State during Trump’s 
first term, was formerly chairman and 
CEO of ExxonMobil, the world’s 

largest non-government-owned oil 
company. 

Trump even called on oil executives 
to donate $1 billion to his 2024 elec-
tion campaign, and members of Con-
gress are estimated to hold up to $93 
million in fossil fuel stocks. 

When fossil fuel profits drive both 
foreign and domestic policy, it’s the 
world’s most vulnerable people—and 
the planet—who pay the price.

Terry Hansen
Grafton, Wisc.
Terry:
Damn good point there from Chomsky.
It was kind of you to leave for us the 

opportunity to cite the late and unlament-
ed Dick “Dick” Cheney, who received 
“deferred payments” from Hallibur-
ton—“the world’s second-largest oil ser-
vice company, responsible for most of the 
world’s fracking operations,” according to 
Wikipedia—while working in oil scion 
George W.[MD] Bush’s White House.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trump’s Epstein Foreign Policy
To the Editor:

Trump is currently threatening to 
attack Columbia, Cuba, Mexico, Iran, 
Greenland and Denmark, just after 
he attacked Venezuela and kidnapped 
its leader. He has also threatened to 
make Canada the 51st state, bombed 
in Yemen, Somalia, Iraq, Iran, Syria, 
and Nigeria. And he wants the Nobel 
Peace Prize, too.

All this from a candidate who 
promised “America First” and that do-
mestic policy would be all-important 
while foreign policy would take a very 
back seat. So while the labor market 
is shrinking, prices are rising, exports 
are falling, tariffs are costing Amer-
icans billions, and working class and 
middle class incomes are falling, he’s 
off bombing.

The one thing he is not threatening 
to attack is the Epstein Files! 

He will do anything to keep the 
focus off the Epstein Files. Don’t fall 
for it.

Michael Frandzel 
Portsmouth, N.H.

Page 4 — The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, January 23, 2026



p  26 Fortnightly Issues, Now Mailed First Class  P

First Name:

Last Name:

Street Address:

Town, City, or Burg:

State: Zip Code:

Gift Of: (Where Applicable)

+ 4:

Mail this form with your check for $25 to:  
New Hampshire Gazette, PO Box 756, Portsmouth, NH 03802.  

Please print clearly. Offer good in U.S. only.

New Hampshire Gazette Subscriptions

Supporting Subscribers Only: Please Check Box at Right:
(Supporting Subscribers pay the standard $25/yr, but make their 

money go twice as far for us by picking up their own papers  
at one of our many convenient locations.)

Supporting

Subscriber

603 232 8493 • granitestateobserver@gmail. com

Granite State Observer
www.graniteobserver.com
NH’s newest, boldest populist 

progressive media outlet!

Culture, Politics, History, Opinion, Humor, Reviews! 
Quarterly hard copy  regularly updated website 

32 Daniel Street
Portsmouth, NH

Open everyday 
10:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.

(603) 380-7274
portsmouthbooknook.com

The New Hampshire Gazette is the most 
economical advertising medium on the Seacoast. 

This space is available for just forty dollars.  
To learn more, call (603) 433-9898,  

or email editors@nhgazette.com.

to next page 

Michael:
The last thing we would ever do is de-

fend the rapidly-deteriorating individual 
to whom you refer. And we do suspect that 
he’s doing everything he can to prevent 
the Epstein Files from being released. 

However, we do not believe that’s his 
only motivation. What about greed? 
Praise? The exquisite delight of forcing le-
gions of flunkies to kiss his ass on camera?

Listening to him babble, it’s fairly ob-
vious that he really is a simple-minded 
individual. The only thing on his simple 
little mind is getting his needs satisfied. 
Those needs are so many, though, that they 
take many forms.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trump’s Boomerang
To the editor:

President Trump’s imperious re-
moval of Venezuela’s President Mad-
uro without Congressional approval 
and lacking a coherent plan for the 
country’s governance is ill-consid-
ered and fraught with risk. The act 
illustrates his arrogant narcissism and 
inept grandiosity and provides a con-
venient distraction to the revelations of 
the Epstein files, and a deteriorating 
economy. 

Trump justified the invasion as an 
effort to eliminate an imminent threat 
by drug trafficking Venezuelan gangs 
to the security of America. This is most 
certainly a false narrative. Most of the 
drug traffic from Venezuela is in the 
form of cocaine and much of that is 
sent to Europe rather than the United 
States. Venezuela is not a supplier of 
fentanyl, the drug that causes the most 
deaths in America. Maduro may have 
been a corrupt and illegitimate leader, 
and Venezuelan gangs do traffic ille-
gal drugs to the U.S., but to claim that 
these factors constitute an imminent 
threat to the security of America is 
pure hyperbole. More likely explana-
tions for Trump’s action can be found 
in the recently published National 
Security Strategy and in his desire to 
control Venezuela’s vast oil reserves.

Maduro’s kidnapping is an articula-
tion of Trump’s new National Security 

Strategy which defines the Western 
Hemisphere as the most important 
strategic focus for the U.S. The doc-
trine calls for the re-introduction of a 
more muscular Monroe Doctrine that 
includes the use of force to counter 
perceived threats to American inter-
ests whether from an international 
actor external to the region (e.g. Chi-
na and Russia) or from national or 
intranational elements within the re-
gion (e.g. Communist Cuba or drug 
gangs). The “Trump doctrine” divides 
the globe into “spheres of influence” to 
be dominated by the most powerful 
countries in each region. The West-
ern Hemisphere is clearly considered 
to be America’s “sphere of influence.” 
The doctrine is a throwback to the 
“Big Stick” policy of the early 20th 
century when military force was of-
ten used to impose American inter-
ests on Central and South American 
countries. During that period, the 
U.S. conducted a series of military 
occupations in Central America and 
the Caribbean known as the “Banana 
Wars.” The purpose was to secure the 
banana and sugar trade for American 
business interests. In 2026, the goal is 
to gain control over Venezuelan oil. 
Trump sees control over oil resources 
as a major source of political influence. 
He frequently boasts about American 
oil production and counts several petro 
billionaires among his supporters. He 
has eliminated virtually all subsidies 
for wind or solar power that compete 
with fossil fuels. Globally, Trump has 
assiduously courted the Saudis and 
especially bin Salman as allies to co-
ordinate oil production. It is no sur-
prise that Trump covets Venezuelan 
oil production as a means to drive up 
production and reduce gasoline prices 
in the U.S. for his political advantage. 

The world in 2026, however, is dif-
ferent from in the 1900s and reverting 
to a doctrine that led to two World 
Wars is not a good idea. Trump’s ar-
rogant action in Venezuela ignores 
a world order that has illegitimized 
the unilateral use of force to achieve 
national goals for eighty years. By 
ignoring international law and in the 

absence of any direct threat from the 
Maduro government, Trump has le-
gitimized Russian and Chinese efforts 
to pursue similar ventures, boding ill 
for the Ukraine and Taiwan. More-
over, international relations are more 
integrated now than in the 1900s. 
China has developed extensive com-
mercial interests in South American 
that it will not easily yield to a decla-
ration of American hegemony. Russia 
has a long running and close relation-
ship to Cuba that it will not abandon. 
Venezuela itself is riven by competing 
internal factions that will not easily ac-
quiesce to American demands on its 
oil reserves. Other sovereign nations in 
the hemisphere may also have some-
thing to say regarding the “Trump 
doctrine.” As has been proven in Iraq, 
military action without consideration 
for long-term consequences is a rec-
ipe for disaster. It’s a scenario that an 
arrogant and inept President seems 
destined to repeat.

Robert D. Russell, PhD
Harrisburg, Pa.
Robert:
Our Commandante-in-Chief seems to 

be modeling his second administration on 
the works of Ian Fleming, with himself 
playing the role of evil genius. He must 
always fall asleep before the last reel.

The Editor
–=≈=–

A Gilded Lord of the Flies
To the Editor,

That an unarmed woman, a U.S. 
citizen, was shot and killed by an ICE 
agent is tragic, but hardly unexpected 
given the sort of MEN who respond 
to an offer of a substantial signing 
bonus, a mask and gun, and license to 
do any damned thing they please, not 
to exclude engaging with high school 
students and terrorizing elementary 
school students. A comparison that 
hadn’t occurred to me was recently 
suggested between ICE and the Ku 
Klux Klan; there is some credit to it, 
masks that conceal identity, a penchant 
for intimidation and violence, absence 
of respect for law and order. ICE is 
fueling a pervasive loathing for law 
enforcement; if the profession hopes 
to preserve any respect among those 
it is sworn to protect, it should unite 
in denouncing that agency’s practices 

and tactics and call for it to be reigned 
in, ideally, abolished.

I recall a reference, during his first 
term in office, to ____hole countries 
by the ___hole currently posing as 
leader of the free world. I believe he 
was referring to what are more often 
termed third world countries. Former 
Minnesota governor Jesse Ventura, in 
the wake of the aforementioned kill-
ing, pronounced the United States 
a third world country because, in his 
words, “in third world countries they 
have the military doing their police 
work in the cities.”

That the current state of affairs pre-
vails as the world as we know it en-
ters its death throes is lunacy. Unless 
this country elects representatives 
with morals and courage, converts or 
deposes sycophantic MAGA wor-
shippers, invigorates their opposition, 
impeaches and removes the Lord of 
the Flies thereby ending his quest to 
be the planet’s biggest and baddest 
bully, and installs in that office a re-
sponsible, intelligent, nurturing, em-
path, by definition, a WOMAN, the 
entire world may well end up being 
one big ____hole country.

John Simon
Portsmouth, N.H.
John:
You make an excellent point about the 

damage now being done to the profession 
of law enforcement. [Mutters to himself: 
“Now there’s a scary indicator of how bad 
things have become—we’re standing up 
for cops!”]

The Editor
–=≈=–

Immigrants and Refugees: 
Your Turn to Defend Democracy

To the Editor:
The nationwide attacks on our de-

mocracy, and the attempts by our fed-
eral government in Washington, D.C. 
to dictate to states on issues such as the 
rule of law, education, health care, and 
the role of law enforcement, call on all 
of us to come to the defense of the val-
ues on which our country was found-
ed. Those of us who came to America 
from countries in which a dictatorship 
or a government threatened the lives 
of anyone who opposed their policies, 
should now stand up to defend de-
mocracy here in the United States. 

I, like many others who came to this 
country as a child, was too young to 
fight for democracy in the country of 
my birth. Until now, I have never been 
required to engage in protecting the 
democratic rights that I have enjoyed 
in this country. Under the present ad-
ministration, however, we should give 
back to this country by engaging in 
pro-democracy activities. Such activ-
ities should be non-violent, focused 
on contacting our lawmakers and our 
media outlets (e.g. letters to the editor), 
organized in our local communities, 
and include non-cooperation with il-
legal laws. 

Even if you are not a first or sec-
ond generation American, the odds 
are good that many of your ancestors 
came from countries where their op-
portunities and democratic freedoms 
were limited by religion or class. If you 
have not yet been engaged in protect-
ing democratic rights before, consider 
your heritage and decide how you can 
honor your ancestors by protecting the 
constitutional freedoms that are under 
attack now.

Peter Somssich, former N.H. State 
Representative

Portsmouth, N.H.
Peter:
Thank you. Many a native-born 

American has yet to take this much trou-
ble to defend democracy—not to mention 
your many other efforts.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trumpism is Fascism
Dear Editor,

Is there any doubt that America has 
an authoritarian fascist in the White 
House?

According to his late wife, Ivana, 
Trump kept a book of Hitler’s speech-
es. And, apparently, held a fascination 
with the Nazi leader. And, in 2023 in 
Claremont, N.H., he used terms that 
echoed those of the Nazi dictator. He 
said: “We pledge to you that we will 
root out the communists, Marxists, 
fascists, and the radical left thugs that 
live like vermin within the confines of 
our country.”

Prior to the 2024 presidential 
election, Robert Jones, founder of 
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the Public Religion Institute said, 
“Trump has clearly crossed into the 
domain of Nazi ideology openly.” 
Jones also said Trump expressed 
that “immigration is a very sad thing 
for our country… it’s poisoning the 
blood of our country.” Shades of 
Nazi rhetoric! When various Re-
publican presidential candidates 
in 2024 were campaigning, only 
Chris Christie criticized Trump’s 
comments as “disgusting,” and said 
Trump was “becoming crazy” and 
“worse by the day” and is using such 
language to appeal to “bigots.”

Recall the time his DOGE leader 
gave the Nazi salute during a speech 
to the MAGA faithful? How about 
when Trump travelled to Europe in 
2018 and told his then chief-of-staff, 
John Kelly, that Hitler “did a lot of 
good things,” such as acting deci-
sively in creating a positive economy 
(with the help of U.S. Banks, and 
corporations such as Ford Motors, 
IBM, GE, and Dow Chemical, 
among others).

Trumpism is Fascism.
Will Thomas, N.H. Veterans for 

Peace
Auburn, N.H.
Will:
Suddenly we’re nostalgic for chick-

enhawks. At least they weren’t Nazis!
The Editor

–=≈=–
Biden Did It Better

To the Editor:
Job creation under President 

Trump in 2025 was the worst since 
Trump’s first term. President Biden 
gave Trump an economy creating 
two million jobs a year. Trump’s 
mismanagement caused it to tank to 
under 600,000 a year.

Trump sent $20 billion to Ar-
gentina, which did nothing for this 
country, and is asking our oil com-
panies to spend $100 billion in Ven-
ezuela instead of here. 

Trump should be concentrating 
on helping us. He isn’t. He is con-
centrating on enriching himself and 
his billionaire buddies.

He is also doing everything to di-
vert attention from the Epstein files 

by invading Venezuela and taking 
their oil, to threatening military ac-
tion in Columbia, Mexico, Iran and 
Greenland. None of this is helping 
you or the economy.

We are stuck with Trump for 
another three years, but we can get 
rid of members of 
his party who believe 
standing by Trump is 
more important than 
the American people 
or the Constitution.

Walter Hamilton
Portsmouth, N.H.
Walter:
The cycle goes back at 

least as far as Ronald 
Reagan: when there’s a 
Republican in the White 
House, Republicans in 
Congress throw money 
at him and the budget 
deficit soars. When there’s a Democrat 
in the White House, Republicans in 
Congress suddenly become allergic to 
spending and the budget deficit shrinks. 

We’re not so sure Trump will last 
through 2028, and we’re not talking 
about the dubious state of his health. The 
saner members of the GOP have to un-
derstand that this a Potemkin economy.

The Editor
–=≈=–

 “Advantage” for Whom?
To the Editor:

This past week the N.H. House 
passed HB 155. This bill clearly 
reveals the priorities of this Repub-
lican House by giving another tax 
break to big business in N.H., ig-
noring small businesses and forcing 
more financial responsibilities onto 
municipalities. As our local munici-
palities are forced to shoulder more 
financial burdens, our property taxes 
rise. Property taxes are regressive in 
nature, as they are imposed without 
regard to one’s ability to pay.

Each tax break for the rich and 
big business is an increase in prop-
erty taxes in disguise. In N.H., our 
state revenue shortfalls routinely 
are covered by property taxes. Re-

the Hotel Louvre, in a fight about 
a woman. Haussman shot his rival 
twice, and smashed a clock over his 
head. The wounded man will prob-
ably die. 

Police Court
Saturday, Feb. 6th — James Win-
ters, for drunkenness, was requested 
to hand over a total of $9.60, fine 
and costs, and did it. The police all 
lifted their hats to him when he re-
tired. They don’t have such custom-
ers often, of late.

Monday, Feb. 8th — Michael Car-
ey, Harry Breen and Michael Walsh 
were arraigned for brawling and tu-

mult. These cases were the outcome 
of a disgraceful and brutal row be-
tween a lot of drunken brewery men, 
and another lot of equally drunken 
sewer workmen, on Sunday. Carey 
was allowed to depart, being given 
the benefit of a faint doubt. Breen 
was fined $3, with $9.21 costs, and 
Walsh was fined $2 and $9.21 costs.

The unconditional surrender of 
Geronimo, the rebellious Apache 
chief, and his band, is announced.

Henry Squire was attacked by a 
ferocious owl in Housatonic, Conn., 
and seriously injured. After a des-
perate fight the owl was killed.

Capt. David R. West died in 
the alms house at New Bedford, 

Mass., Feb. 2d. At one time he was 
the wealthiest and most successful 
whaling master sailing out of New 
Bedford.

A despatch of Feb. 2d from Co-
hoes, N.Y., says: George Water-
house, a boy fourteen years of age, 
some six years ago was bitten by a 
dog in Lansingburg. For the past 
week the boy has shown signs of 
hydrophobia. His condiiton became 
alarming, and Dr. McLean of Troy 
was called and administered all the 
medicines usually used in such cases, 
but tonight it was deemed advisable 
to smother him. 

cently, there was a big tax break 
for the rich when the Interest and 
Dividends Tax was repealed. Now 
the legislature is again cutting the 
Business Enterprise Tax and Busi-
ness Profits Tax, after a recent 27 

percent cut. Not to 
mention subsidies for 
the wealthy to send 
their children to private 
schools in the form of 
school vouchers. These 
subsidies, designed to 
cut state funding for 
public schools, are al-
ready pinching our 
pocketbooks. Even 
non-homeowners are 
affected, as landlords 
will likely raise rents to 
offset increases in prop-
erty taxes. All of this is 

clearly an assault on N.H. residents 
not in the top 10 percent. 

We must contact our representa-
tives to tell them how this legisla-
tion is impacting us. Let’s explain to 
our senators that we don’t want any 
more drains on our finances caused 
by rising property taxes simply be-
cause the legislature wants to claim a 
“New Hampshire Advantage.”

Lorraine Hansen
Rollinsford, N.H.
Lorraine:
Republicans will happily hide their 

greed behind that slogan forever. The 
purported “Advantage” from our tax 
structure goes to them and their high-
net-worth cronies, who would grind 
the rest of us into the dust rather than 
pay an income tax.

The Editor

Shades of George Wallace
Dear Editor:

While many believe that uncon-
stitutional and un-American behav-
ior is confined to Washington, D.C., 
we are seeing stark examples right 
here in New Hampshire.

As reported by InDepthNH and 
The Granite Post, Rep. Kristin Noble 
(R-Bedford), Chair of the House 
Education Policy & Administration 
Committee, allegedly posted the 
following during a Signal meeting 
with Republican committee mem-
bers: “When we have segregated 
schools, we can add all the fun stuff 
lol…. Imagine the scores if we had 
schools for them and some for us.”

A subsequent press release is-
sued by the House Republican 
Office stated: “It’s funny to watch 
the Democrats feign outrage when 
I thought they’d be supportive of 
managing their own schools, with 
libraries full of porn, biological males 
in girls’ sports and bathrooms, and 
as much DEI curriculum as their 
hearts desire. Schools like that will 
have terrible test scores because they 
focus on social justice rather than ac-
ademics.” Interesting that Hanover 
High School in Hanover, N.H. 
and the Oyster River High School 
in Durham, N.H., two Democrat-
ic communities, have some of the 
highest test scores in the state.

The release continued: “Republi-
cans have been self-segregating out 
of the leftist indoctrination centers 
for decades. If democrats had their 
own schools, and we had our own, 
families wouldn’t need to avail 
themselves of the wildly successful 
education freedom account pro-

gram. It’s a win / win proposition.”
Unfortunately, the rest of us are 

paying now for Republicans to 
“self-segregate” with our tax dollars, 
just like when we had segregated 
“separate but equal” schools in the 
south. It seems like Republicans 
want to return to those dark days in 
American history.

Richard DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H.
Richard:
One would have to be blind not to see 

the irony in it: Free Staters are leading 
the charge to make taxpayers subsidize 
their kitchen-table indoctrination cen-
ters.

The Editor
–=≈=–

America’s Choices
To the Editor:

Any Other Past President vs Pres-
ident Trump; Normalcy vs Lunacy; 
A Constitutional Republic vs Fas-
cism/Authoritarianism; Coopera-
tion vs Confrontation; Rationality vs 
Fabrications; The International Or-
der vs World Dominance; Honesty 
vs Falsifications; Law vs Corruption; 
Collaboration vs Dominance; The 
U.S. Constitution vs Terror In Our 
Streets; Education vs Propaganda; A 
Safe Future vs Masked Troops On 
American Streets; Sanity vs Mad-
ness; Democrats vs (Some) Repub-
licans; A Functioning Congress vs A 
Gaggle of Sycophants; Rules-Based 
Order vs Might Makes Right; Peace 
vs War.

Herb Moyer
Exeter, N.H.
Herb:
Some opinion columnist: “Here we 

see the nation’s problem, in a nutshell: 
polarization. This writer is clearly 
unwilling to compromise with insane 
fascists.”

The Editor
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Smart Fish Don’t Bite

new poetry by 
W.D. Ehrhart

https://tinyurl.com/5f82utt9
 begiebing.com

Better Old News Than New Lies

Does God Love Losers, Too?

from previous page

Sing Along to “The 
Wall Street Bankers’ 
Hard Time Blues”by W.D. Ehrhart

Right after the Philadelphia 
Eagles won Super Bowl LIX 

last year, Coach Nick Sirianni pro-
claimed, “God’s blessed us very 
much. He gave us all the talents to 
be able to get here. So first and fore-
most, thanks to Him,” adding later, 
“Thank you, God, thank you, Jesus.”

At the time, such proclamations 
worried me quite a bit. In an es-
say I wrote called “Thank God for 
the Eagles Victory,” I found my-
self wondering if Coach Sirian-
ni believed that God is an Eagles 
fan who made sure the Birds had 
enough talent to defeat the Chiefs 
last year? What about the other 
thirty teams who didn’t even make it 
to the Super Bowl? Did God make 
sure those teams’ players didn’t have 
what it takes? Did the members of 
those teams not pray hard enough 
or believe strongly enough in God’s 
benevolent grace?

Whose side was God on when 
the Eagles lost to the Chiefs in 
Super Bowl LVII? And why, after 
favoring the Chiefs with victory in 
that contest, and then again a year 
later, did God abandon the Chiefs in 
LIX? Did He decide He didn’t like 
Taylor Swift’s music anymore? Did 
He find Harrison Butker’s views on 
women, homosexuality, and abor-
tion just too uncharitable?

Moreover, I wrote, what will 
happen to the Eagles next year [i.e. 
2026]? Will God continue to bless 
them with talent? Will they go on 
winning Super Bowls for all eternity, 
or at least long enough to be called 
a dynasty? And if they, too, like the 
Chiefs and every team before them, 

eventually fall from the pinnacle of 
athletic achievement, will they then 
have lost God’s grace? Will Nick 
Sirianni find himself saying next 
year, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?”

Well, “next year” and that sad turn 
of events has now arrived. On Sun-
day—a Sunday, no less—the Eagles 
were eliminated from the NFL 
playoffs this year, not even making 
it past the Wild Card round, beaten 
by the San Francisco 49ers.

After the game, speaking to the 
press, Coach Sirianni spoke for 
nearly nine minutes, but unlike after 
last year’s Super Bowl, when almost 
the very first words he spoke were 
“God’s blessed us very much,” he 
didn’t have a word to say about God 
or Jesus this year. Instead he spoke 
about not running enough “explo-
sive plays,” about the 49ers being 
“coached better,” about the sideline 
dust-up he had with A.J. Brown, 
about missing Lane Johnson. He 
mentioned having “so much faith 

in the guys who are in that locker 
room,” but he didn’t mention faith 
in God.

He did say, “There’s a lot to be 
thankful for,” but there was no: 
“Thank you God, thank you, Jesus” 
this time around. No attempt to ex-
plain why God didn’t bless the Ea-
gles this year. No mention of religion 
at all.

I’m not an atheist. I’m not even 
sure I qualify as an agnostic. I con-
sider myself a “Shakespearean 
Hamletonian,” as when Hamlet 
says to his pal in Act I, “There are 
more things in heaven and earth, 
Horatio, than are dreamt of in your 
philosophy.” As far as I’m concerned, 
you’re welcome to believe what you 
like, so long as you don’t try to make 
me believe it, or try to kill me for not 
believing what you believe.

But I find it fascinating that ath-
letes only seem to praise God and 
wear their religion on their sleeves 
when they win. You never hear an 
athlete say, “Well, I lost that race [or 
that game or that match], but I still 
love God and am grateful I got the 
chance to compete. And Jesus is still 
my Lord and Savior.”

When an athlete hits a home run 
or makes a field goal, you often see 
them point two fingers, one on each 
hand, toward the sky and look up. 
Surely this is meant to signal thanks 
to God. But you never see an athlete 
do that if he or she misses the field 
goal, or strikes out, or loses the race.

And that brings me back to the 
point I made in my essay almost a 
year ago: whenever I hear a winning 
athlete or coach declare “all glory to 
God” or “I owe it all to Jesus,” I find 
myself wondering, “Who was God 

cheering for?”
My own guess is that God is al-

ways rooting for each and every 
contestant to play hard and fairly, 
to have fun and try not to get in-
jured or injure someone else, and to 
be a good sport, win or lose.” I can’t 
say with absolutely certainty, but I 
strongly suspect that God has more 
important things on His mind than 
the outcome of a sports contest, even 
if it’s the World Series or the World 
Cup or the Super Bowl.

Like maybe wars in Ukraine, the 
Holy Land (there’s a misnomer if I 
ever heard one), and 100 to 150 oth-
er armed conflicts going on at any 
given time around the world. Like 
maybe killing over a hundred people 
in the process of kidnapping another 
country’s head of state. Like maybe 
killing Renee Nicole Good and 
calling it self-defense. Like what we 
human beings are doing to this very 
finite and fragile planet we’re living 
on.

Indeed, given that Jesus fed the 
multitudes for free, and healed the 
sick without asking if they had med-
ical insurance, and didn’t really have 
a very high opinion of rich folks, I 
find it hard to imagine—indeed, 
impossible to imagine—that God 
or His Son cares one way or another 
who wins this or that sporting event.

But if athletes and their coaches 
are going to make a public display 
of their religious beliefs, I wish they 
wouldn’t do it only when they win.

–=≈=–
W.D. Ehrhart is a retired Master 
Teacher of History & English, and 
author of a Vietnam War memoir 
trilogy published by McFarland. 

–=≈=–

The report that Georgie Water-
house of Cohoes, N.Y. a little boy, 
had been smothered to terminate 
his sufferings from hydrophobia, 
was untrue. He was still alive on the 
5th inst., and it was thought had a 
chance for recovery.

On Saturday last Mrs. Ludwig 
and her ten-years-old daughter, of 
Chelsea, Mass., made a hearty sup-
per on a leg of mutton for which 
Mrs. Ludwig paid ten cents. Both 
are likely to die.

A disgraceful fight occurred at the 
Creek on Sunday afternoon.

The Mutiny on Ship Frank N. Thayer
Captain Clark, of the Boston ship 
Frank N. Thayer, has arrived at 
Plymouth, England, on the Cape 
steamer by which he was picked up 
at sea. He relates that the Thayer was 
bound for New York with a mixed 
crew, including two Manila seamen. 

These two men stole upon deck one 
night, armed with knives lashed to 
poles, attacked the two officers, kill-
ing them instantly. Three sailors, the 
only ones on deck, were quickly dis-
patched. Captain Clark, hearing the 
shrieks of the crew, rushed on deck 
in his night shirt. The Manilamen 
slashed him terribly, and he barely 
escaped with his life. After a desper-
ate struggle he broke away from his 
assailants; and rushing to his cabin, 
locked himself in. The Manilamen 
battened down the hatches, and kept 
the captain and crew below deck one 
day and night. The captain finally 
fired through a skylight at one of the 
mutineers, and wounded him in the 
thigh. The man rushed to the side of 
the vessel, and overboard. The other 
mutineer went below and fired the 
cargo, and, returning to the deck, 
jumped into the sea. Terrified to 
madness, the crew forced their way 
on deck, lowered a boat and rowed 

away. The ship was consumed. The 
crew wandered for a week before 
they were picked up.

John Johnson, aged twenty-five 
years, a barber of Biddeford, was on 
a drunk with another young fellow 
on the night of the 3d inst. He was 
found the next morning in the out-
skirts of the city, so severely frozen 
that he died in twenty minutes after 
being taken to the police station.

The thermometer indicated from 
twenty to twenty-eight degrees be-
low zero in Biddeford and Saco on 
Saturday, the 6th inst. At Conway 
Junction and North Berwick the 
temperature was twenty-three be-
low, and at Lyman it is alleged was 
thirty-five below!

The Duluth Herald says that it 
strikes the average citizen that the 
Indian has more land than he needs 
or ought to have. This fact has been 
striking the average citizen ever 
since Columbus came ashore.

Sometimes even the most wide-
awake and accurate reporter is liable 
to err, as is shown by a correction in 
the Schuyler Vindicator: “Instead 
of being arrested yesterday, as we 
stated, for kicking his wife down a 
flight of stairs and hurling a lighted 
kerosene lamp after her, Rev. James 
Wellman died unmarried, four years 
ago.” It is to be hoped Rev. Mr. Well-
man accepts this hearty correction in 
the same generous spirit in which it 
is tendered.

The New Hampshire Gazette
February 11, 1886

–=≈=–
Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers 
from which the items above were 
excerpted. – The Ed.

–=≈=–

by Jim Hightower

One of the most obnoxious 
sounds in nature is the whine 

of a Wall Street banker. It’s a cross 
between the tantrum of a peevish 
brat and the blathering of a sputter-
ing old plutocrat.

Consider the long, piteous whim-
per of Jamie Dimon, potentate of 
the powerful JPMorgan Chase 
banking empire. He constantly 
whines about laws to restrict banker 
greed, even toting around a Rube 
Goldberg-style cartoon depicting 
a tangle of rules that, he squeals, is 
choking poor Wall Streeters like 
him.

Before you break into 
tears about Jamie’s 
plight, though, 
notice that he 
and his bank are 
not choking on 
rules, but gorging 
on riches. Dimon 
himself pock-
eted—get this—$770 million in 
personal pay last year.

Golly, we should all suffer like 
poor Jamie!

And he’s hardly alone in singing 
the “Talking Banker Blues,” for that 
elite clique has long pouted that 
they’re paupers compared to the bil-
lionaires of high tech. So, mounting 
an odd boardroom “labor action,” 
bankers have been getting drastic 
payhikes. The CEO of Citigroup, 
for example, recently set a new bot-
tom line expectation for top-floor 
bankers: A 2025 paycheck of more 
than $100 million! 

How can a business lavish such 
a windfall on one guy? Easy. The 
CEO slashed tens of thousands of 
bank employees from Citi’s payroll 
last year, so he got their pay.

Woody Guthrie once wrote a 
parody of such predatory behavior, 
singing “I am a jolly banker, A jolly 
banker am I.” Today’s Wall Street 
aristocrats are jolly, too, bloating 
their extravagant wealth by taking 
wages and livelihoods from thou-
sands of their own employees. As 
Woody might sing, that’s how in-
equality “happens.”

–=≈=–
Populist author, public speak-
er, and radio commentator Jim 
Hightower writes “The Hightower 
Lowdown,” a monthly newsletter 
chronicling the ongoing fights by 
America’s ordinary people against 
rule by plutocratic elites. Sign up at 
HightowerLowdown.org.

Nick Sirianni
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, January 27Monday, January 26Sunday, January 25 Wednesday, January 28 Thursday, January 29 Friday, January 30 Saturday, January 31

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

“Of all Smells Bread: 
Of All Tastes Salt.”

— George Herbert (1593-1633)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

Tuesday, February 3Monday, February 2Sunday, February 1 Wednesday, February 4 Thursday, February 5 Friday, February 6 Saturday, February 7

Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

The Astute Businessperson
may want to consider the anachronistic 

affordability of advertising in our 
venerable news medium.

This space, for example, could be had for 
a mere $40 per fortnight. 

Try to find such a bargain elsewhere!
(603) 433-9898, or editors@nhgazette.com
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1974—Richard Nixon meets for 
twenty minutes with the Messiah, aka 
Reverend Sun Myung Moon.
1972—Reverend Billy Graham to 
Pres. R. Nixon: Jewish bankers and 
media, the “synagogue of Satan,” have 
the U.S. in a “stranglehold.” Nixon: “I 
can’t ever say it, but I believe it.”
1971—“The President is aware of 
what is going on in Southeast Asia,” 
Ron Ziegler tells reporters. “That 
is not to say anything is going on in 
Southeast Asia.” Certainly not an in-
vasion of Laos one week later.
1968—In Saigon, AP photographer 
and former Marine Eddie Adams 
snaps the anti-Iwo Jima Flag Raising 
photo of the Vietnam War: General 
Nguyen Ngoc Loan shooting VC 
Captain Nguyen Van Lem, whose 
hands are tied, in the head.
1965—Five years after Greensboro, 
700 protestors are arrested in Selma, 
Ala., for demanding their rights.
1964—The Kingsmen’s incompre-
hensible song “Louie Louie” is de-
clared obscene by filthy-minded In-
diana Governor Matthew E. Welsh.
1963—Fleetwood Lindley, the last 
living person to have seen the face of 
the dead Abraham Lincoln, dies at 75.
1960—Four Black college students 
sit in at Woolworth’s in Greensboro, 
N.C., in violation of Jim Crow laws.
1933—“Berlin Views Hitler Calmly–
Rise In Stocks Reflects Confidence 
He Will Not Disrupt Nation’s Af-
fairs” – Wall Street Journal.

2005—Conservative columnist Mag-
gie Gallagher admits she accepted 
$21,500 from the Bush Administra-
tion for plugging its proposals.
2004—Senator John McCain con-
firms to Vermin Supreme that Karl 
Rove dynamited the Old Man of 
the Mountain “in a fit of anger” over 
McCain’s defeat of George W.[MD] 
Bush in the 2000 N.H. Primary.
2002—White House Counsel Alber-
to Gonzales advises the Bush Admin-
istration that it’s legal to ignore the 
Geneva Conventions.
2002—Veep Dick “Dick” Cheney 
asks Senate Majority Leader Tom 
Daschle to limit investigations into 
the events of 9/11.
1996—Billy Bailey, the 19th of 23 
children raised in a two-room shack, 
is killed by the State of Delaware. He’s 
the last American to be hanged by law.
1995—Aides to notorious drunkard 
Boris Yeltsin, getting a message about 
a rocket test gone wrong, hand him 
Russia’s “nuclear suitcase.”
1979—At a Ford plant in Flat Rock, 
Mich., Robert Williams, 25, becomes 
the first human killed by a robot.
1927—J. Frank Norris of Fort Worth, 
a Baptist preacher who fatally shot an 
unarmed man, is acquitted of murder.
1926—In Passaic, N.J. 16,000 textile 
workers go out on strike.
1911—Sam “The Banana King” 
Zemurray’s mercs kill 600 Honduran 
troops at the Battle of La Ceiba. Their 
machine gun tactics are soon copied.

2015—Another two feet of snow fall 
on Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
2006—On Sunset Blvd., Joaquin 
Phoenix is rescued from his rolled, 
gas-reeking car by Werner Herzog.
2005—Gay hustler and accredited 
White House correspondent Jeff 
Gannon asks Pres. G.W.[MD] Bush 
how he can work with insane people 
like Harry Reid and Hillary Clinton.
2001—Britain’s Guardian reports 
[falsely] that Air Force One was 
“stripped bare” in “an orgy of pilfer-
ing” by outgoing Clinton staffers.
1998—The Project for a New Amer-
ican Century sends a letter, signed by 
E. Abrams, J. Bolton, W. Kristol, R. 
Perle, D. Rumsfeld, & P. Wolfowitz, 
to Bill Clinton, urging him to over-
throw Saddam Hussein. He’s busy de-
nying he had “sex with that woman.” 
Her name’s Monica Lewinsky.
1979—Nelson Rockefeller has a heart 
attack at 10:15 p.m. With the ex-Veep 
in his NYC townhouse is 25-year old 
Megan Marshack. She calls a friend, 
who calls 911 at 11:15. It’s too late.
1932—A mob of 4,000 halts the 
eviction of rent strikers in the Bronx.
1907—The Tillman Act bans cam-
paign contributions from corporations 
and banks, sort of, for a while.
1894—Illinois drops George Painter. 
The rope breaks and he lands on his 
head. Bleeding profusely, he’s hanged 
a second time for good measure.
1788—Deported British criminals 
arrive to colonize Australia.

2015—It snows so hard in Ports-
mouth that mail carriers fail to make 
their appointed rounds.
2008—The NSA warns that a mal-
functioning satellite as big as a bus is 
about to fall out of orbit.
2005—Veep Dick “Dick” Cheney 
wears a down parka and ski cap to a 
memorial ceremony at Auschwitz.
2005—Salon reveals that hack writ-
er Michael McManus has been paid 
$10,000 to promote Bush programs.
1973—The Paris Peace Accord “ends” 
the Vietnam War. An NVA artillery 
shell makes U.S. Army Col. William 
B. Nolde its last combat casualty, 11 
hours before the cease fire.
1972—White house “plumber” G. 
Gordon Liddy presents Attorney 
General John Mitchell with a plan to 
disrupt the Democratic Convention 
using “mugging squads, kidnapping 
teams, and prostitutes.” The plan is 
rejected—because it’s too expensive.
1970—Nixon’s Palace Guard gets 
new uniforms: white with gold but-
tons and aiguillettes, topped by comic 
opera hats. They last two weeks.
1967—“How are we going to get to 
the moon if we can’t talk between two 
or three buildings,” asks Gus Grissom 
during an Apollo launch rehearsal, 
minutes before a fire kills him, Ed 
White, and Roger B. Chaffee.
1957—Martin Luther King’s home is 
bombed for the second time.
1820—Antarctica is first sighted by 
men aboard the Russian sloop Vostok.

2008—In his last (yay!) State of the 
Union speech, George W.[MD] Bush 
promises his budget will keep the U.S. 
“on track for a surplus in 2012.” Ha!
2004—U.S. weapons inspector David 
Kay tells the Senate pre-war WMD 
intelligence was “almost all wrong.”
2003—In his State of the Union, 
George W.[MD] Bush lies about 
tubes, viruses, alliances, and uranium 
to justify his next war.
1998—Lawyer John Morton-Finney, 
son of a formerly-enslaved man, dies 
two years after retiring. He’s 108.
1986—Ronald Reagan’s State of the 
Union is rescheduled; his Challenger 
applause line turned into a tragedy.
1969—Unocal drillers using sub-stan-
dard pipe cause a 100,000-barrel oil 
spill off Santa Barbara, creating an 
800 square mile oil slick and an envi-
ronmental movement.
1965—CIA head John McCone and 
FBI chief J.Edgar Hoover meet at 
U.C. Berkeley Regent Edwin Pauley’s 
request and agree to provide Pauley 
with intel to make it appear that U.C. 
President Clark Kerr is a Commie.
1944—U.S. B-26s bomb a train on 
a bridge at Allerona, Italy. It’s full of 
Allied POWs being evacuated from 
a prison camp; at least 400 are killed.
1922—The roof of the Knickerbocker 
Theatre in Washington, D.C. collaps-
es under thirty inches of snow, killing 
98 and injuring 133.
1918—Texas Rangers murder all 15 
Hispanic residents of Porvenir.

2025—A straying Army helicopter 
collides with an airliner over the Po-
tomac; 67 die. There are no survivors.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush talks 
“Axis of Evil;” Iran’s Qassem Sulei-
mani nixes any rapprochement. Bush 
also asks the Senate Majority Leader 
to limit investigations into 9/11.
1991—“Our forces in the Gulf will 
not stay there one day longer than 
is necessary,” says George Herbert 
[Hoover] Walker Bush.
1979—“I don’t like Mondays,” replies 
Brenda Spencer, 16, when asked why 
she shot eleven people, killing two, at 
a San Diego elementary school.
1976—The House, under Speaker 
Carl Albert [D–Okla.], votes to cover 
up the Pike Committee’s report on the 
crimes of U.S. intelligence agencies.
1925—The sub S-48, enroute to the 
Shipyard, grounds itself off Jaffrey’s 
Point, then again in Little Harbor.  
1912—Anna LoPizzo, 34, is killed 
by a shot through the heart during the 
Bread and Roses strike in Lawrence, 
Mass. A cop probably did it, but anar-
chists are blamed. 
1889—In an election featuring armed 
white men stealing ballot boxes, Con-
gressional candidate John M. Clayton 
[R-Ark.] is shot through his boarding 
house window. He’s declared the win-
ner; the seat is left vacant.
1863—U.S. Army troops and Sho-
shone Indians clash at the Bear River 
in Utah. After the Shoshone run out 
of ammo, rapes and a massacre begin.

2005—A U.S. official reports that 
$9,000,000,000 is… well… sort of… 
let’s say “unaccounted for” in Iraq.
1981—An FB-111A “Aardvark” 
based at Pease AFB crashes near 
homes at Mariner’s Village, about 
1.25 miles northwest of Market 
Square. Though one apartment build-
ing is destroyed, no one is injured.
1976—The Supreme Court decides 
that limiting campaign contributions 
would unfairly restrict the speech of 
a privileged minority group: people 
with unlimited amounts of money.
1972—“Bloody Sunday” in Northern 
Ireland: British soldiers gun down 14 
Catholic civil-rights marchers.
1968—Two hundred colonels in the U.S. 
MACV staff attend a pool party in Sai-
gon. “Not one… knew Tet was coming” 
the next day, an analyst says later.
1945—A Soviet sub sinks the MV 
Wilhelm Gustloff; some 9,400 drown, 
mostly civilians, half children.
1933—Destabilized by austerity, 
largely self-inflicted, Germany al-
lows the Nazis to seize power.
1918—The “Battle” of May Island: 
in four collisions, two British Grand 
Fleet subs sink and four more subs 
and a cruiser are damaged; 105 die.
1798—Called a scoundrel on the 
House floor by Rep. Roger Griswold 
[F-Conn.], Rep. Matthew Lyon 
[D-R-Vt.], spits in Griswold’s face.
1661—Oliver Cromwell, two years 
dead, is exhumed and decapitated. His 
head spends 20 years on a pike.

2003—At the White House, George 
W.[MD] Bush tells Tony Blair he’s 
going to invade Iraq, whether it’s got 
WMDs or not. Diplomacy will have 
to fit around the military strategy.
1984—President Reagan alleges the 
U.S. has a problem with “people who 
are sleeping on the grates… home-
less… you might say, by choice.”
1971—In Detroit, Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War testify about U.S. 
policies in Vietnam. Few listen.
1968—Tet happens: the VC and NVA 
go on the attack from the Delta to the 
DMZ. There’s a gun battle at the U.S. 
Embassy in Saigon. Gen. Wm. “Clue-
less” Westmoreland claims Hue’s been 
retaken; he’s off by a month. The brass 
are baffled, but the public gets it. 
1963—“The war in Vietnam is going 
well and will succeed,” says R. Strange 
McNamara, Secretary of Defense.
1957—A DC-8 on a test flight over 
the San Fernando Valley loses a wing 
when it’s hit by an F-89, also on a test 
flight. Four airmen die. Flaming de-
bris kills three kids on a junior high 
playground; 74 are injured.
1945—Private Eddie Slovik gets to be 
the one U.S. deserter out of 21,000 to 
be executed by a firing squad.
1933—The fascist Silver Legion goes 
public in Asheville, N.C. Within a few 
years it claims 15,000 members.
1900—William Goebel is sworn in as 
Governor of Kentucky, a day after he’s 
shot by a hit man working for conspir-
ators. Three days later he’s dead.

2015—A week after a two-foot snow-
storm, Po’Town gets 18 inches more.
2014—Mayor Bill de Blasio, fum-
bling, drops Chuck, the Staten Island 
Groundhog. Days later Chuck dies.
2009—Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
gets a bitten finger as he grapples with 
Chuck, the Staten Island Groundhog.
1991—Before Desert Storm ground 
combat begins, the Pentagon bans the 
press from the Dover morgue.
1979—Zbigniew Brzezinski advis-
es Jimmy Carter, “Islamic revivalist 
movements…are not likely to be the 
wave of the future.”
1965—Protesting a protest against 
the jailing of MLK, Daniel P. Skelley 
pours water from a can labeled “gas” 
all over his American Nazi uniform. 
Cops take him away after a TV cam-
eraman offers him a match.
1952—Winnie Ruth Judd, the “trunk 
murderess,” makes her fifth escape 
from Arizona State Insane Hospital.
1933—The Zanesville (Ohio) Signal: 
“A criminal is a person with predatory 
instincts who has not sufficient capital 
to form a corporation.” – H. Scott
1918—U.S. Army intelligence officer 
Lieut. Harris Houghton acquires The 
Protocol of the Elders of Zion and begins 
hyping it throughout the government.
1915—German spy Werner Horn 
bombs the railroad bridge connect-
ing Vanceboro, Maine and St. Croix, 
Canada, but to little effect.
1848—The U.S. grabs half of Mexico 
via the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

2012—“Today is the day that in 1924 
Woodrow Wilson died, that son of 
a bitch,” says radio-active dingbat 
Glenn Beck, “and I’m happy.”
2006—After Don Rumsfeld likens 
H. Chavez to Hitler, Venezuela’s VP 
compares the U.S. to the Third Reich.
1959—A Beechcraft Bonanza crashes 
in Iowa, killing Buddy Holly, “The Big 
Bopper,” and Richie Valens.
1956—Elvis Presley, Carl Perkins, 
Jerry Lee Lewis, and Johnny Cash 
rock out at Sun studio in Memphis.
1936—Corrupt LAPD Chief James 
Davis rings California with a “Bum 
Blockade” to keep out Okies.
1933—The Senate fires Sergeant 
at Arms David S. Barry for having 
written, “there are not many crooks 
in Congress…who sell their vote for 
money, and it is pretty well known 
who those few are; but there are many 
demagogues… that will vote [to] help 
their political and social fortunes.”
1931—Arkansas’ state legislature 
votes to pray for the soul of H.L. 
Mencken after he calls the state “the 
apex of moronia.”
1870—The 15th Amendment is rati-
fied: Black male Americans can now 
vote. This lasts about seven years.
1811—Future newspaperman and 
notable eccentric Horace Greeley is 
born on a farm in Amherst, N.H.
1793—Shot in the face and bayoneted 
13 times by the British at Lexington 
17 years earlier, Samuel Whittemore, 
a farmer, dies of natural causes at 98.

2023—With winds up to 25 m.p.h., 
and the thermometer at -12°, the wind 
chill in Portsmouth falls to -38°.
2009—At a TED Talk on malaria at 
Long Beach, Calif., Bill Gates releas-
es mosquitoes to feast on the audience.
1982—Phoenix, Ariz. resident David 
Grundman is killed when the 26-foot, 
500 lb. saguaro he shot falls on him.
1976—Lockheed admits to paying 
$22 million in bribes to sell aircraft.
1974—William Randolph Hearst’s 
granddaughter Patty, 19, is kidnapped 
by the Symbionese Liberation Army.
1968—Ur-beat Neal Cassady, 41, dies 
alongside railroad tracks in Mexico.
1968—Cholon, Saigon’s Chinatown, 
is declared a free-fire zone; South Viet-
namese pilots bomb their own capitol.
1913—Rosa Louise McCauley Parks 
is born in Tuskegee, Ala.
1912—Franz Reichelt’s parachute/
overcoat fails the Eiffel Tower test. 
1899—Five months after being lib-
erated from Spaniards by Americans, 
Filipinos begin fighting the liberators.
1887—The ICC is established. A 
future Union Pacific president calls 
it “quite harmless…[it] will impress 
the popular mind with the idea that a 
great deal is being done, when, in real-
ity, very little is intended to be done.”
1875—Pioneering photog Eadweard 
Muybridge, who shot Major Harry 
Larkyns dead for impregnating his 
wife, is found not guilty; Calif. jury-
men say they’d have done the same. 
It’s the last time that works in the U.S.

2021—An inebriated man in a red hat 
with “mouse ears” spends five hours 
wandering around Joint Base An-
drews, home to Air Force One.
2020—Senate Republicans fail to re-
move Donald Trump from office.
2007—Astronaut Lisa Marie Nowak 
is arrested for attempting to kidnap 
another astronaut’s girlfriend, and for 
misappropriating NASA diapers.
2003—Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell tells the UN that Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraq is bristling with WMDs.
1981—For her husband’s 70th birth-
day, First Lady Nancy Reagan flies her 
manicurist in from Los Angeles.
1975—Jack Anderson’s column re-
ports the CIA has been running “hon-
ey traps” in N.Y.C. & San Francisco 
where hookers lure diplomats who 
are surreptitiously photographed and 
blackmailed into becoming informers.
1958—A B-47 bomber collides with 
a jet fighter near Tybee Island off 
the coast of Georgia and jettisons an 
H-bomb. It’s still buried in the mud.
1953—Ike starts a tradition of 
treading on the First Amendment 
by speaking at the National Prayer 
Breakfast, an evangelical hootenanny.
1937—Roosevelt attempts to “pack” 
the Supreme Court. He fails.
1858—Laurence M. Keitt [D-S.C.] 
tries to strangle Galusha A. Grow [R-
Pa.]. General mayhem on the House 
floor turns to laughter after Rep. Wm. 
Barksdale [D-Miss.], replacing his 
wig, puts it on backwards.

2020—It’s 65° Fahrenheit at the Es-
peranza Base, in Antarctica.
2013—In Seabrook, N.H., Phantom 
Fireworks sells Tamerlan Tsarnaev 
1.5 lbs. of black powder and gives him 
another 1.5 pounds for free.
1978—The worst blizzard in recorded 
history hits the northeast with hurri-
cane winds and feet of snow; 100 die.
1976—Lockheed admits it’s paid $7 
million in bribes to a Japanese “ul-
traright-wing militarist” faction the 
State Department abhors.
1971—Derry, New Hampshire’s fa-
vorite son Alan Shepard uses a nine 
iron to whack a golf ball on the moon.
1968—NVA troops in Soviet tanks 
overrun Lang Vei; 21 of 24 Green Be-
rets are KIA, WIA, or captured.
1951—Trespassing at Argonne Na-
tional Laboratory, blowhard Paul 
Harvey claims it was inadvertant. A 
script found in his car proves he’s lying.
1919—Seattle union leaders get a 
telegram intended for shipyard own-
ers: “no raises.” A General Strike re-
sults. Workers run the city for a week, 
but union bureaucrats intervene. To 
maintain power they end the strike; 
workers get called “Bolsheviks.”
1819—In a duel instigated by Gen. 
Andrew Jackson, Col. John Ma-
son McCarty kills Gen. Armistead 
Thomson Mason, his second cousin.
1684—Portsmouth’s first minister, 
Reverend Joshua Moody, is jailed by 
Governor Edward Cranfield over 
some inane doctrinal foofaraw.

2013—Mississippi abolishes slavery.
1998—GOP-run Congress names 
Washington National after the guy 
who fired all our air traffic controllers.
1991—The IRA drops a 140 lb. mor-
tar round behind 10 Downing St.
1982—At Newark Airport, Ellen 
Kaplan, 5’4,” asks Henry Kissinger 
if he sleeps with young boys. Nancy 
Kissinger, 6’, grabs her by the neck and 
asks, “Do you want to get slugged?”
1968—“It became necessary to de-
stroy [the Vietnamese village of Ben 
Tre] in order to save it,” an American 
major tells reporter Peter Arnett. 
1965—VC attack Camp Holloway 
near Pleiku killing 9 Americans and 
wounding 137. The U.S. responds by 
bombing North Vietnam.
1951—In Korea, Capt. Lewis Millett 
leads the U.S.’s most recent bayonet 
charge. This anachronistic victory 
earns him the Medal of Honor.
1950—Ex-Emperor Bao Dai [1926–
1945], ineffectual serial puppet, first 
of the Japanese, then the French, is 
recognized by the U.S. as ruler of the 
bogus State of Vietnam.
1926—Negro History Week, the 
precursor to Black History Month, is 
celebrated for the first time.
1919—Michigan’s Supreme Court 
dooms Homo sapiens by ruling that 
corporations must put profits for 
stockholders above all else.
1873—It’s Sheriff and future Pres. 
Grover Cleveland’s 2nd hanging: 
John Gaffney takes 23 minutes to die.
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