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The Fortnightly Rant

A Tale of Two Platners

ce melting at the poles turns into water.

Earth’s spin causes centrifugal force, sending
that water towards the equator. Adding mass
to that region slows the rotation of the Earth.
'That’s pretty straightforward. It’s basic physics.
Ice Capades skaters have been demonstrating
that effect for years: arms in, faster spin.

Scientists recently figured out how to com-
pare current trends with far earlier times. A
newly-published paper says Earth is now
slowing at an “unprecedented” rate—greater
than at any time in 3.6 million years. Good
luck, though, convincing your MAGA uncle
that days are getting longer because of climate
change.

Man-made greenhouse gas emissions have
the power to put the brakes on an object
whose mass is so great that it takes 27 zeroes
to write it down, but gerrymandered ignorance
renders that knowledge irrelevant. Why; it’s al-
most disheartening to think about.

Fortunately there are flickering bright spots
on the horizon. Just over the river, in fact.

"These are, indeed, some terrible times, but
not so dire that Democrats have abandoned
hope of flipping the Senate. Granted, thanks
to the chamber’s peculiarities—the filibus-
ter, and massive over-representation of rural
voters, to name just two—a Senate run by
Democrats would be unable on its own to, for
example, give the President the austere sort
of public housing unit he actually deserves.
Committees run by Democrats, though, could
certainly overturn some interesting rocks.

In order to achieve that glittering ambition,
though, Democrats will have to oust Susan
“Deeply Concerned” Collins, of Maine, an in-
cumbent whose spirit animal may well be the
barnacle. Among its many peculiarities, Maine
conducts its elections using ranked choice vot-
ing. Under some circumstances, that
can draw out the vote counting pro-
cess. So, we couldn't be sure the result g
of Tuesday’s election would be known &
in time for this newspaper. As it turns
out, we need not have worried. The
results were in right away,
because Platner slammed
it with 72 percent of the
vote.

That’s a big margin for
a newcomer. Yet some
Democrats “from away” find this quite alarm-
ing. Why might that be? Surprise, surprise: we
blame the media.

For reasons which never seem to get a full
airing in news broadcasts, corporate-owned
news media have never been very good at
reporting on issues involving the doings of
corporations—especially when those corpo-
rations are interacting with the government.

That stuftis dry, complicated, and requires a lot
of research. It’s also likely to get you fired from
your well-paying job if reporting it makes the
bosses or their cronies look bad. It’s safer, eas-
ier, and more remunerative to draw in readers
and viewers with salacious tales of personal
misbehavior.

This trend is not exactly new. When Bill
Clinton was gassing on about the supposed
benefits of globalized trade, the media spent
so much of its time drooling over land scandals
and interns that it never really got around to
properly covering the gutting of manufactur-
ing and the crushing of unions. It underwent
a tremendous expansion—a Big Bang, if you
will—exactly eleven years ago next Tuesday,
due to a sudden overabundance of raw ma-
terial. We have now reached the point where
it’s deemed sufhicient for the national media
to repeat every negative personal factoid, and
ignore a candidate’s message entirely.

One of the latest products of this system
is the Graham Platner of the general public’s
imagination: a big, hairy, scary, walking and
talking tattoo which has somehow acquired
the power to send nasty text messages and run
for the Senate.

Vote for him? Out of the question. A sta-
tistically-average consumer of today’s news
product would cross the street to avoid such a
monster. This has a certain strain of Democrats
doing what they do best: wringing their hands
or clutching their pearls, depending on their
household income.

Meanwhile, back in Maine, there’s an actual
human being going around talking about what
it’s like trying to stay fed, keep a roof over your
head, and keep the health care system from
killing you in this economy. His name is Gra-
ham Platner, too.

Some other human beings in
Maine, the kind who have no edi-
tor’s expectation to fulfill,
have been going out of
their way to hear him talk
about who he is, how he
came to be who he is, and
what he will do if he gets
elected.

What he says is that it’s
not about him. It’s an or-
ganizing project. Accord-
ing to Tuesday’s results, it’s working.

While Democrats elsewhere are fussing and
fretting, those in Maine are working to elect
their nominee. They’re not just comfortable
with him, but enthusiastic about him.

People used to say, when this paper was
young: “As Maine goes, so goes the nation.”

Depending on what happens in November,
maybe we'll dust that off.

BeTTER OLD NEWS THAN NEW LIES

* King Otto, the new monarch of Bavaria, is
said to be more crazy than was his brother, the
late king. Prince Luitpold, Ludwig’s nephew,
has been made regent.

* Justus Schwab has not only been refused a
license to sell beer in New York, but has been
fined for failing to obey the tyranny of the law,
and selling without one. Thus is the honest
workingman again crushed by the iron heel of
despotism.

* Mabel Dennison, the beautiful fifteen-year-
old daughter of Frederick H. Dennison, of

Meriden, Conn., has been missing since June

3rd. On that day Forepaugh’s circus was in
town, and she disappeared during the parade.
+ At Claremont, on the 9th inst., Edward
Slade was run over, a wheel of a loaded wagon
weighing 2500 pounds passing over his body.
He got up and walked home, and was back on
his team the next day.

* Aristocratic society in New York has suffered
another terrible shock in the marriage of Miss
Clara Mason, a millionaire’s daughter, to Wil-
liam Underhill, clam-digger and stage-coach
driver. As Clara is worth $25,000 in her own
right, she is not worrying as to what her family
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GOP Blasted for Handout to the Superwealthy’
Private Jet Owners Shpped Into Air Safety Bill

by Jessica Corbett

N early a year after congressional Republi-
cans and President Donald Trump made
private jets tax-deductible in last summer’s
budget package, they’re again trying to push
through legislation that would benefit people
rich enough to own personal planes.

Members of Congress have been working
on an air safety bill since a military helicopter
collided with a passenger plane over the Poto-
mac River last year, killing dozens of people.
Early Monday, Politico reported on “a lit-
tle-noticed” provision on private jets that was
slipped into legislation passed by the House of
Representatives in April, but not included in
the Senate version.

The debated provision stems from the
Federal Aviation Administration’s 2020 re-
quirement that aircraft adopt a satellite-based
tracking technology called Automatic Depen-
dent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) Out.

“Private aircraft owners go to great lengths
to hide their aircraft from us,” Jeff Prang, the
assessor for California’s Los Angeles County,
told Politico. “’This data helps us to identify
where those aircraft are located.”

Prang said that since the beginning of the
year, the data has helped his office find an
additional 1,000 aircraft in the county, with a
total assessed value of $3.5 billion. Private jets
in California are subject to sales tax and a 1
percent annual property tax, so “that’s $35 mil-
lion in local property taxes that aircraft owners
had been avoiding,” he explained.

'The House provision states that the data
“may not be used by any person, government
agency, or other entity to identify aircraft for
the purpose of obtaining revenue from the

owner or operator of such aircraft” without
permission.

If passed, billionaires will “get to fly pri-
vate and pay NO taxes,” Americans for Tax
Fairness Americans warned on social media
Monday. “This is a handout to the super-
wealthy—and we're going to pay for it.”

Also responding to reporting, John Loftus,
editor at large of the right-wing Daily Caller,
suggested the policy could harm Republicans
who are at risk of losing control of one or both
chambers of Congress in the November mid-
term elections.

“It’s annoying and wrong that private jet
owners dodge taxes. This is a great political
issue for Democrats because they like to por-
tray those with money as responsible for all
ills in American society—$35 million in tax
revenue for California is a drop in the ocean
(and would likely get wasted anyway),” Loftus
wrote. “Republican lawmakers trying to carve
out this loophole in a midterm election makes
them look sneaky and unconcerned with the
issue on 99 percent of the population’s mind:
inflation.”

Although Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse
(D-R.L) is not up for reelection this cycle, he,
too, noted the reporting: “Oh look—Repub-
licans helping private-jet billionaires avoid
paying taxes. If only they worked that hard for

consumers.”

Jessica Corbett is a senior editor and staff
writer for Common Dreams. This work
is licensed under Creative Commons (CC
BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel free to republish and
share widely.

is going to do about it. With that much money
and the clams which William can provide, she
doubtless thinks love in a cottage may be quite
endurable.

* John C. Ware, of Jonesboro, I1l., shot his wife
in the left side, and then shot himself through
the stomach. He died in a short time. His wife
is still living, but there are little hopes of her re-
covery. Mr. Ware was about seventy years old,
and Mrs. Ware thirty-five; and the cause of the
tragedy was jealousy.

* James H. Marr, clerk in the first assistant
postmaster general’s office, has served in the
department sixty-five years. He was appoint-
ed in Jackson’s first term, and has never been
disturbed.

* Frank Dolliver of Revere, Mass.,an inspector
for the Waltham Watch company, shot him-
self Sunday afternoon. He was infatuated with

Better Old News
fo page rwo
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Calling Attacks on Platner ‘Politics as Usual’, Mainers
Say They Have Back of Working-Class Champion

“We're going to win on Tuesday, and we're going fo win in November, and we're going to

take power back for the people in this country,”said the U.S. Senate candidate from Maine.

by Julia Conley

t Democratic U.S. Senate can-

didate Graham Platner’s final
town hall ahead of Tuesday’s pri-
mary election in Maine, the combat
veteran and oyster farmer received
a warm welcome from roughly
400 attendees who appeared eager
to focus on the candidate’s policy
platform and issues affecting work-
ing Mainers rather than numerous
attacks that have been launched
against him in recent months.

Platner walked into a meeting
room at an Elks Lodge in Portland,
Maine’s largest city, to a standing
ovation and said, as he had at a ral-
ly on Friday with Rep. Ro Khan-
na (D-Calif)) in Bar Harbor, that
Mainers have shown they “have my
back.”

“We're going to win on Tuesday,
and we're going to win in Novem-
ber, and we’re going to take power
back for the people in this country,”
he told the crowd.

After speaking for close to an
hour about issues including eco-
nomic inequality, his goal of being “a
voice that says no to war”in the U.S.
Senate, and his push for Medicare
for All, Platner opened the floor for
questions that focused on repealing
Citizens United, his plan to pass a
billionaire wealth tax, and the law-
makers and Senate committees the
political newcomer has begun build-

ing relationships with as he aims to
unseat Republican Sen. Susan Col-
lins.

He named Sen. Rand Paul (R-
Ky.) as a lawmaker he has little in
common with ideologically but with
whom he shares a goal of ending
“forever wars,”and listed Sens. Chris
Van Hollen (D-Md.), Bernie Sand-
ers (I-Vt.), and Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.) as some of the other sen-
ators he hopes to work with closely.

One woman stood up to note that
some in the national corporate me-
dia have appeared certain in recent
days that they “know” the voters of
Maine and that they are likely to
turn against Platner following news
stories about his past marital strug-
gles, former relationships, comments
he made online years ago, and a tat-
too he got while in the Marines.

“What do people not understand
about Mainers?” the voter asked.

Platner answered that he’s had
conversations about economic in-
equality with people across the
state—including at more than 80
town halls—and said that those fo-
cused on the controversies don't un-
derstand “how clear-eyed”and “how
frustrated” Maine voters are with
the political status quo.

“I think a lot of folks at the na-
tional level misunderstand,” he said
at one point. “The reason they keep
getting everything wrong is they
think this is a race about me, but it

Tomorrow, June 13th, at the

offat-Ladd House on Market Street, there

will be a Tree of Independence Festival in honor of the horse chestnut
shown above. It was planted in 1776 by William Whipple, Jr., Signer of
the Declaration of Independence, upon his return from Philadelphia.

isn't. This is a race about us. This is
a race about the future of politics in
Maine.”

One voter, Kurt Fedora of Bux-
ton, told The Associated Press that
he views the controversies that the
national media has focused on in
recent months as a smear campaign.

“They're really reaching far to try
to pin something on him. And it’s
politics as usual,” Fedora told the
outlet.

As Common Dreams noted Sun-
day, The New York Times’ reporting
last week on allegations that Platner
was physically aggressive in past re-
lationships—which he denied—has
not appeared to make a dent in his
campaign's fundraising. As he rallied
with Khanna the day after the report
came out, the campaign announced
it had raised over $200,000 that
day—“more money than on any day”
since Gov. Janet Mills suspended her
campaign in April.

Similarly, when earlier stories
broke about his tattoo and Reddit
posts, Platner only widened his lead
over Mills in primary polls.

One attendee named Paul told
Common Dreams that at the Sunday
town hall, Platner had “described a
system that needs to be changed,”
and that the same system “is out to
destroy him in any way they can’
by publishing stories like one that
focused on Platner’s text messages
with women early in his marriage.

“There was no way I could care
less about that,” he said. “I always
like to say, it’s between him and his
wife.”

Another supporter, Claudia, add-
ed that ahead of Tuesday’s primary
election, she is “looking at the bigger

Graham Platner. Photo by
MAINEiac4434, CC BY-SA 4.0.

picture.”

“This country is in a really danger-
ous state. I mean, it’s terrifying every
day,”she told Common Dreams.“You
want more Susan Collins? I don't
think so.”

“I really appreciated the fact that
he knows that he needs to have peo-
ple with whom he has a relationship
in Washington and with whom he
can work,” she added, turning her
attention to the substance of Plat-
ner’s remarks. “I feel like he’s done a
really good job of not only appreci-
ating what so many of the issues are,
but how he can engage with people
down there [in DC].”

Platner emphasized that the
Democratic Party has tried to unseat
Collins numerous times since she
took office in 1997, most recently
with moderate state lawmaker Sara
Gideon in 2020. Mills spoke affec-
tionately about Collins last Septem-
ber, a month before she jumped into
the race, saying she appreciates “ev-
erything she is doing” during Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s second term.

Collins has long cast herself as a
“moderate” and a defender of wom-
en’s rights in particular, despite the
fact that she has voted to confirm
more than a dozen anti-choice judg-
es in Trump’s second administration

alone.

“We are going to beat someone
that the establishment of the Dem-
ocratic Party has failed to unseat for
30 years,” Platner said. “We are go-
ing to beat someone who, for years,
has tried to trick us all into thinking
that she’s a moderate.”

While focusing their attention on
Platner’s policy platform, some in
the crowd at the town hall suggested
they were eager to rally for the can-
didate partially because of the recent
attacks on his character. One attend-
ee, Laurie Hudson, passed around a
card she had made that read, “We
are your Graham-ily and we've got
your back,” asking others in the au-
dience to sign. She presented it to
Platner after his opening remarks.

Platner urged attendees to get
involved not only in his campaign’s
get-out-the-vote efforts in the final
days of the primary campaign—by
“going out into our communities
and having hard conversations™—
but in a larger movement pow-
ered by the working class, aimed at
beating back Trump’s agenda and
the corporations and dark money
groups that helped pave his way to
the White House by pouring bil-
lions of dollars into elections.

“Throughout history, the only

thing that’s ever beaten fascism is
a broad-based working-class coa-
lition,” said Platner. “This is a race
about building power the old-fash-
ioned way, from the ground up...
Join a labor union, go help out at
the local food pantry, go help out
at a food bank, but you've got to do
something. Because the moment
we’re in right now, it’s going to re-
quire all of us.
Julia Conley is a senior editor and
staff writer for Common Dreams.
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND
3.0). Feel free to republish and
share widely.
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a Revere young woman, who finally
refused his attentions. Walking into
a Sunday school where his father
was teaching a class, young Dolliv-
er put out his hand to him and said:
“Good-by, father. I am going; Mat-
tie won't have me.”Without another
word young Dolliver drew a revolv-
er, and holding it close to his breast
pulled the trigger, and after swaying

for a moment in the air, dropped.

* The trial of the anarchists Spies,
Michael Schwab, Sam Fielden,
Adolph Fischer, George Engle,
Louis Linng and Oscar Neebe,
commenced in Chicago on the 21st.
Parsons, who has been “wanted” ever
since the Haymarket riot, walked
into court after the trial commenced.
* Union Point, Ga., has a woman
with a beard ten inches long. She is
an heiress.

* Miss Clara Barton, president of the
American Red Cross, has furnished
to the press an address to the peo-
ple of the country declaring that the
association has nothing to do with
the “Brothers of the Red Cross” of
Chicago, who “are giving utterance
to language both shocking and dan-
gerous to the community.” The latter
is an association of anarchist ruffians

to next page

@ﬁ&cﬁm@

TICKETS & INFO: TheMusicHall.org-603.436.2400

28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, NH

f/MusicHall ¥ @MusicHall &/MusicHalINH

LEGENDARY ACTS IN
AN INTIMATE THEATER

Concerts,

omics, Cinema, & Celebrated Authors

r",'-b oto Credifiydney BilodeauPhotography SydneyBPhoto.com

Modern Records Shop

(603) 502-0570 cell

Cuzin Richard Entertainment &

richard@cuzinrichard.com - vintage records etc.,
& Representation of Live Musicians
93 High Street # 1 Portsmouth, NH 03801

[ 4
CHEESE o
»
EN ’
“Modern
Records

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

HUMAN speakers

"Music to Your Ears"

Supporting the New Hampshire Gazette and
the radical notion of freedom of the press
I also build and repair speakers

How Youell

7 Kelsey Road, Lee NH - 603 659 5335

DAGRA dhK gk gk ok oA PA K bk gk Gk ik ¢
* MAKE FASCISM
* WRONG AGAIN *

% REBECCA HOFFMAN %

2% FINE GARDENING, LLC
DAGIA Ik gk GIPA gk Gk gk Gk Gk gk A gk

Beware of
Cruise Ships

- a Bar Harbor reader




The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, June 12, 2026 — Page 3

How Out-of-Work Fishermen Saved the American Revolution

by Christopher Magra

eorge Washington knew

his forces could not win the
American Revolutionary War with-
out some measure of sea power. ‘It
follows then as certain as that night
succeeds the day,”he later wrote in a
letter, “that without a decisive naval
force we can do nothing definitive,
and with it everything honorable
and glorious.”

'The problem was that the Ameri-
can commander did not have a navy.

Wiashington’s solution wouldnt

come from a French shipyard or a
congressional committee. It would
come from a group of angry, out-of-
work New England fishermen.
The Army Supplied From the Sea
In 1775, American ground forces
managed to lay siege to the British
army in Boston, but Washington
needed provisions and military
stores to sustain pressure on this key
commercial hub. Looking out across
the Atlantic Ocean, he noticed sup-
ply ships arriving in droves from
Great Britain—unescorted—to
supply the British army in Boston
with guns and ammunition.

Unbeknownst to them, the Brit-
ish had already handed the Amer-
ican commander the ships and
mariners he needed to capture those
resources.

The Sons of Liberty, a network
of political activists, had angered
the British government by resist-
ing taxes and commercial regula-

tions—from the 1765 Stamp Act,
which taxed printed documents, to
the 1773 Tea Act, which controlled
what tea leaves made their way into
North American cupboards.

To punish rebels for their treason,
Parliament passed the Restraining
Act of 1775, banning New En-
glanders from fishing on the Atlan-
tic Ocean. Overnight, thousands of
skilled mariners—men who spent
their lives wrestling 100-pound cod
out of the freezing, storm-tossed
North Atlantic—were out of a job.
‘They weren't just unemployed; they
were furious. These fishermen left
their work tools and ships behind,
picked up weapons and joined the
siege of Boston alongside American
farmers.

Ashley Bowen, who lived and
worked in Marblehead, Massachu-
setts, the principal fishing port in
America at the time, recorded in his
journal on May 22,1775, “the fish-
ermen are enlisting quite quick.”

Aletter from a French diplomat
to the foreign minister in Paris con-
firmed the news a couple of weeks
later: “4,800 sailors seeing they
were going to be deprived of their
fishing rights, deserted their ships
and joined their compatriots under
arms.”

Creating the First Navy
Wiashington, commissioned by
Congress as commander in chief of
all American armed forces in June
1775, saw an opportunity. He didn't
wait for Congress to build new frig-

Sunday is Flag Day, of course. Evidence suggests that there are those among

us who never committed to memory the Flag Code, U.S.C. Title 4, § 7 (i).
So, at the request of our friends, the Flag Police, we publish an excerpt here:
“When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union
should be uppermost and to the ﬂag’s own right, that is, to the observer’s
left. When displayed in a window, the ﬂag should be displayed in the same
way, with the union or blue field to the left of the observer in the street.

ates. Instead, he reached out to John
Glover, a fish merchant from Mar-
blehead and a commissioned officer
under his command.

Wiashington’s plan was simple:
Take the sturdy, salt-stained schoo-
ners used for fishing and turn them
into armed, seagoing predators.

The first of these was Glover’s
own fishing vessel and trade ship,
Hannah. She wasn't a formidable
man-of-war but a 78-ton workhorse
that spent summers at the Grand
Banks and winters hauling rum and
sugar from the Caribbean. Wash-
ington armed the trade ship with
a few cannons, manned her with
fishermen and sent her out to hijack
British supply ships to help his army
win the siege of Boston.

Just two days after the Hannah
was underway, her crew captured
the Unity, a sloop loaded with na-
val stores and lumber, supplies sorely
needed by British forces in Boston.

Between August and October
1775, Washington outfitted a fleet
of schooners at Congress’ expense
to intercept British supply ships off
the coast of New England. These
vessels and crews, whose wages were
paid by the American government,
constituted what many historians
consider America’s first navy. Wash-
ington reminded each captain that
they sailed “at the Continental Ex-
pense.” These orders from Wash-
ington and the payments made by
Congress made these ships official
American warships, operating under
the authority of what would become
the federal government.

These recruits didn’t need nautical
training; they were seasoned seafar-
ers who had battled rough waters
and gale force winds. On Oct. 13,
1775, George Washington wrote to
his brother, John Augustine Wash-
ington, that the fishermen were
“soldiers ... who have been bred to
the sea.”

In 1776, Washington informed
the governor of Connecticut, who
had asked to draft seamen from
Wiashington’s regiments for his own
naval expedition, that he could not
spare any. “I must depend chiefly
upon them for a successful oppo-
sition to the Enemy,” Washington
explained.

Keeping the Revolution Alive
'This fleet of converted fishing boats
punched above its weight: In the
early years of the war they captured
55 British vessels. One such prize,
the Nancy, was transporting 2,000

USS Hannah.

muskets, 30 tons of musket balls and
a massive 15-inch brass mortar—
supplies the American army desper-
ately needed for the war effort.

Because the British navy was
spread too thin, with too few war-
ships available to police the Atlantic
coastline, the armed fishing vessels
were able to disrupt supply lines and
keep the Revolution alive through
its infancy. By the time the British
realized the threat, the damage was
done.

On Feb. 26, 1776, just a few
months after Washington launched
his fleet, British Admiral Molyneux
Shuldham wrote in a report to his
superiors that his forces in Boston
were low on everything from naval
supplies to weapons. What little
they could find had to be purchased
“at the most extravagant prices.”

The British government had
not assigned military convoys to
trans-Atlantic shipments at the start
of the conflict in 1775. Now, Shuld-

ham recommended arming the sup-

ply ships themselves, since valuable
stores were being intercepted by
rebels in small vessels, “however at-
tentive our Officers to their Duty.”

He concluded the report with an
ominous note, explaining that he
simply did not have the resources to
do everything that was being asked
of him—support the army, blockade
rebel ports and protect British ships
bound for Boston: “I must beg leave
to observe to you the very few Ships
I'am provided with to enable Me to
Co-operate with the Army, Cruize
off the Ports of the Rebels to prevent
their receiving Supplies, or protect
those destined to this place from
falling into their hands.”

Christopher Magra is a Professor
of American History at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee. He has taught
courses on the American Revolu-
tion for more than 20 years and has
written two books on its maritime
dimensions.
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of the worst class.
* Two coal miners at Youngstown,
Ohio, opened a keg of powder with
a pick, and lost their lives in conse-
quence.
* No fewer than 2,700 babies come
squalling into old London town ev-
ery week.

The New Hampshire Gazette

June 24,1886

* For getting drunk and firing at a
party of children in New York, Po-
liceman Dabb of Morrisiana, N.Y.,
is simply transferred from that place
to the seventh precinct.
* Henry Couillard, of Charlemont,
Mass., who did good service in as-
sisting the wounded in the Fitch-

burg railroad disaster, being at the
time on the train as a prisoner on his
way to jail under sentence for liquor
selling, has been pardoned by Gov.
Robinson, and has received $2,600
damages from the railroad company
for his injuries.

* At Youngstown, Ohio, June 25th,
a fight took place between the can-
vas-men of Barnum’s circus and
a gang of roughs who attepted to
sneak into the tent. Pat Burley, a
noted rowdy, had a leg broken, and
others were badly beaten; and next
day the dead body of Bill Gallagher,
a notorious rough, was found in the
river,and it is supposed he was killed
in the fight.

fo page seven

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

“Good judgment comes from experience,
and a lot of that comes from
bad judgment.”

— Will Rogers (1879-1935)

John@uwordpraxis.com

“I never wonder to see men wicked,
but I often wonder to see them not ashamed.”

—Jonathan Swift
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Sounding the Alarm on Section 224
To the editor:

Section 224 of the National Defense
Authorization Act 2027, announced
May 23, 2026, is quite alarming. It
provides for almost a complete in-
tegration of the U.S. military with
Israel’s military, meaning the U.S. mil-
itary data may soon be Israel’s data. In
addition, it would shift the funds the
U.S. now gives Israel to deep inside the
Pentagon, where sunlight rarely shines.

While some will argue that this in-
tegration already exists, Section 224
brings this to a new level providing
Israel with a level of integration with
the U.S. higher than the U.S. has with
any other country in the world.

Ro Khanna, in committee, tried
to have this provision stripped from
the NDAA on June 4th, but in a
voice vote, (not roll call, no recorded
vote) the effort didn't pass. Thomas
Massie has promised to bring forth an
amendment to strip Section 224 from
the NDAA when it is brought to the
full house for a vote.

Where is the media coverage? If
you Google it, you will find A/ Jazeera,
Responsible Statecraft, and other hits;
MSN is about 10th down on the list.
Nothing at 7he New York Times.

Marjorie Taylor Greene posted:
“This is what complete capture to a
foreign government looks like and
there hasn’t been a single shot fired.”

Find out about Section 224 and take
action. Spread the word and call your
Congress person to share your posi-
tion on this.

Don't delay.

Barbara Schult

Goftstown, N.H.

Barbara:

We suffer from a Derangement Syn-
drome which, when we are reading, gives
the letters spelling the name of Marjorie
Taylor Greene a shimmering red glow,
as if they were illuminated by Jewish
Space Lasers. Naturally this phenomenon
tempts us to disregard whatever context
may surround it. However, even a blind
pig may find the occasional truffle.

We checked with a source we trust, the
Quincy Institutes website, Responsible
Statecraft. Here’s an excerpt from a May
29th article by Ben Freeman, headlined,
“Congress quietly moves to integrate US

and Israeli militaries: In the first step to-
wards shifting aid further into the shad-
ows, the House’s 2027 NDAA would all
but fuse the two countries’ armed forces
together.”

“Buried in the House’s version of
the 2027 National Defense Autho-
rization Act (NDAA) released on
Tuesday, is section 224, entitled ‘Unit-
ed States-Israel Defense Technology
Cooperation Initiative. The provision
would arguably do more to intertwine
the U.S. military with the Israeli mil-
itary than the more than $200 billion
(inflation adjusted) in military assis-
tance Israel has received from the U.S.
since its founding in 1948.

“Section 224 lays the groundwork
for bilateral research and develop-
ment, co-production of weapons, joint
ventures, licensing agreements, and
seemingly every manner of U.S.-Is-
raeli military-industrial complex co-
operation. The U.S. and Israel already
work together heavily on missile de-
fense, but this provision would greatly
expand coordination to seemingly
every area of defense tech, including
AI, quantum, autonomous systems,
directed energy, cyber, biotech, and
many more. It also proposes ‘network
integration’and ‘data fusion.’In other
words, the U.S. military’s data could
soon be the Israeli military’s data.”

Congress is reportedly considering Sec-
tion 224 at the request of Israeli Prime
Minister Bibi Netanyahu.

Meanwhile, Section 622 of the Senate
Intelligence Authorization Act appears fo
do for the U.S.~Israeli intelligence rela-
tionship what Section 224 would do for
the countries’ military relationship.

So, Barbara—thanks for writing.

The Editor

Just Say No To Massive Military Spending
To the Editor:

The Trump administration has
asked Congress to increase the mili-
tary budget to $1.5 trillion. The 2025
budget was $920 billion. Let’s remem-
ber Trump and the GOP Congress
cut money for school lunch programs,
cut funds for food pantries, kicked
people oft Medicaid, and made health
care premiums for four million people
unaffordable last year while still run-
ning up a deficit of $1.7 trillion. What

or

Most of the ephen
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would they cut to pay a fraction of the
deficit this increase would cause?

Why would the country need to in-
crease the defense budget by $600 bil-
lion? The only logical reason is to start
wars that dwarf the war with Iran. This
is of no benefit to anyone that is not a
military contractor.

If we are to increase spending it
should be on things that help working
families. America would be better off
restoring President Biden’s Child Tax
Credit which reduced child poverty
by 10 percent. We could subsidize the
cost of child care. We could restore the
subsidies to health insurance premi-
ums initiated under President Biden.
We could stop kicking people oft of
the food stamp/SNAP program when
they lose their job or have their hours
cut.

If you do not want presidents creat-
ing endless wars and cutting spending
on programs that help you, tell your
members of congress to vote against
this massive increase in military
spending.

Walter Hamilton

Portsmouth, N.H.

Walter:

Listen. .. can you hear them? No. We
thought not.

We speak not of the peepers, who have
come and gone for the year, but of the ﬁs—
cally conservative Republicans.

For a good bit longer than we have
been alive, Republicans invariably sold
themselves as the sober-sided, responsi-
ble keepers of the nations fiscal discipline.
Whenever some raving lunatic Democrat
suggested that the government might do
anything that would marginally im-
prove the lives of those who, somehow,
in our land of owrﬂowing opportunity,
struggled to get by, up would stand some
well-fed Republican fo explain why that
would be tragically irresponsible. Some
have long suspected that that pose was ut-
ter bullshit. There is no longer any doubt.

The Editor

RFK Wrong About Lyme? We're Shocked!
Dear Editor:

Last week DHHS Secretary RFK,
Jr.visited New Hampshire to promote
improved treatment, diagnostics and
prevention strategies to reduce the

burden of Lyme disease. I applaud Mr.

Kennedy’s efforts to improve the much
needed advancements in Lyme disease
diagnosis and treatment, however, his
approach to prevention reflects a poor
understanding of the epidemiology of
Lyme disease.

In his comments, Kennedy ex-
plained that the HHS is launching a
“major, new multimillion dollar” pro-
gram which will see the HHS and
Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
partner with researchers, to devel-
op and deploy practical strategies to
eliminate ticks on wildlife before they
can breed on deer. This comment sug-
gests that deer are the major reservoir
for Lyme disease. In fact, most cases
of Lyme disease result when individ-
uals are bitten by infected ticks that
have been on rodents and other small
mammals, not deer.

Lyme disease is transmitted by in-
fected black-legged ticks, aka deer
ticks. The primary reservoir in the
northeastern U.S. for Lyme disease,
which is caused by the bacteria Borrelia
burgdorferi,is the white-footed mouse.
When the black-legged tick bites an
infected mouse, it becomes infected
and can then transmit the disease to
humans and other mammals, like deer,
dogs, etc. As such, strategies to prevent
deer from becoming infected would be
very unproductive and have very lim-
ited value in reducing Lyme disease
cases in humans. In order to do so,
you would need to greatly reduce the
number of mice and other small ro-
dents that carry Lyme disease, as well
as reduce the tick population. Consid-
ering the huge population of mice and
other small mammals as well as ticks,
this would be impossible and a waste
of resources.

What was conspicuously absent
trom Mr. Kennedy’s prevention strate-
gy discussion was a vaccine. This is not
surprising considering Mr. Kennedy’s
history of anti-vaccine activity. We had
a Lyme disease vaccine, LYMErix,
which was voluntarily discontinued in
2002 due to low consumer demand,
negative media coverage and unproven
concerns regarding adverse side eftects.
However, Pfizer and Valneva pharma-

ceutical companies have developed a
promising vaccine candidate known
as PIF-07307405 (VLLA15) which is
currently in phase 3 trials and could be
released in 2027.

If Mr. Kennedy was truly serious
about preventing Lyme disease on a
large scale, the most effective and efhi-
cient means would be by developing a
safe and effective vaccine. As was done
during COVID under Mr. Trump’s
Warp Speed project, the government,
working with private pharmaceutical
companies like Pfizer and Valneva,
could greatly speed up the process and
have a safe and effective vaccine avail-
able next year. That would be a game
changer with regard to Lyme disease
primary prevention. Currently, our pet
dogs get vaccinated against Lyme dis-
ease. | look forward to the day when
we can also enjoy real protection from
this terrible disease.

Rich DiPentima, RN, MPH

Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:

Thank you. Yet again, our readers ben-
efit from your expertise in this freld.

We have not yet heard much about
RFK, Jr.s plan to control ticks on deer.
Will it involve reinforcing front bumpers
on vehicles and a coordinated plan for
harvesting road kill? Reviving the lost
art o, ﬂea circuses, but using a different
species?

Despite our appetite for irony, we are
not comforted, for some reason, by the
knowledge that among the losers from
this misguided campaign will be those
Republican stalwarts, America’s ranch-
ers, as their customers become allergic to
red meat caused by the Lone Star tick.

The Editor

Transgender Rights Are Human Rights
To the Editor:

President Trump’s executive or-
der declaring that there are only two
sexes—male and female—disregards
the lived reality of transgender peo-
ple. This is not just a policy error; it is
a fundamental misunderstanding of
what it means to be human.

Amin Maalouf, in his book I the

Lewis G. Harriman Jr.
(1916-2015)
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Name of Identity,shows that every per-
son carries a composite identity: we are
shaped by many affiliations—culture,
language, religion, nationality, gender,
and more—and our sense of self de-
pends on being allowed to live all of
them, not just the ones others assign
to us.

'The Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, adopted by the United
Nations in 1948, declares that all hu-
man beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights, without distinction
of any kind. Transgender people are
not asking for special privileges. They
are asking for the same basic rights
that the UDHR promises to everyone:
freedom from discrimination, protec-
tion of privacy, bodily autonomy, and
the right to live openly without deg-
radation. Denying someone’s gender
identity is a direct violation of these
rights.

Moreover, an article in the Amer-
ican Medical Association’s Journal of
Ethics states: “Access to gender-af-
firming care is associated with in-
creased quality of life and decreased
rates of self-harm, including 44 per-
cent and 73 percent lower odds of
suicidality in transgender adults and
youth, respectively.”

Author and philosopher Joseph
Campbell’s words—“The privilege of
alifetime is being who you are”—cap-
ture what is at stake. For many people,
the ability to live openly as their true
gender is not a political preference;
it is the difference between a life of
authenticity and a life of forced con-
cealment and shame. When the state
refuses to recognize a person’s gender,
it is blocking the very possibility of
that privilege.

A government that claims to de-
fend freedom should not be defining
who people are allowed to be. Instead,
it should protect the space in which
people can discover, declare, and live
their identities without fear.

We must reject policies that reduce
human beings to a single category.
Real freedom means allowing every
person to be who they are, in all their
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Complexity.

Terry Hansen

Grafton, Wisconsin

Terry:

Not only is Trump’s executive order
‘not just a policy error,” it s also more than
‘a fundamental misunderstanding.” By
converting his own deluded perception
into public policy, he is using the insecu~
rities of his orangeshirts as raw material,
and forging them into a weapon. When
they wield that weapon against the in-
nocent, the brownshirts are taking part in
a perverse parody of the corporate world s
already grotesque “team-building exer-
cise.

The Editor

Trump Cares Zilch for Our Future
Dear Editor:

Pres. Trump, unskilled in planning
well, has announced $700 million for
the first new coal plants in 13 years.
NPR reports the steady decline of coal,
underpinning Trump’s news. Includ-
ed in this radio-delivered news was
Wyoming governor, Mark Gordon’s
voice, touting this as “good for WY.”
The Wyoming coal will travel, via
California ports, for burning in other
parts of the world. Two Republicans of
ignorant stripe care zilch for our plan-
et’s future—which ties into being the
futures of our children, grandchildren
and all the life on our beautiful planet.
Scream!

Two anti-science elected pow-
er-wielders. For them—“man-made
climate change impact” wasn't in the
curriculum when they were in school.
End of discussion. When will those
who love their families and maybe also
our planet’s amazing life varieties show
that love when they cast their ballots?

Lynn Rudmin Chong

Sanbornton, N.H.

Lynn:

Trump’ Republican predecessor once
said, “Our enemies are innovative and
resourceful, and so are we. They never
stop thinking about new ways to harm
our country and our people, and neither
do we.” Bush was telling the truth when
he said that, though he probably didn’t

consciously mean it. We wish we could say

the same about this addled, overgrown
Energizer Elephant with whom were
currently stuck. A dozen times a day, it
seems, this know-nothing, do-everything
human wrecking ball has discovered some
obscure governmental function of which
we may not have even been aware, and
conjured up some idiotic scheme to render
it inoperable. Of course, its not him thats
doing it. That would imply that hes fo-
cused and industrious. No, he’ drooling in
his sleep as the hangers-on and sucker—fish
surrounding him compete for his favor by
ruining something new and different.
The Editor

Kis for Kalamlty
To the editor;

Trump and his minions consis-
tently tout the strength of the econ-
omy. The President takes credit for
the Dow Jones stock index reaching
record highs while scoffing at reports
of an “affordability” crisis. Other of-
ficials point out that GDP growth
remains positive, unemployment is
low, and consumer spending is strong.
Their praise of the economy’s health
is in stark contrast with how average
consumers report their experience. In-
terviews and surveys show a deep dis-
satisfaction with inflated prices which
have strained the budgets of mid-
dle- and working-class households.
High housing prices have placed the
American dream of home ownership
out of reach for many. Healthcare and
higher education are unaffordable for
much of the working class, and day-
to-day food budgets are stretched thin
by high prices. Recent surveys of con-
sumer confidence indicate that few
are optimistic about their economic
prospects. What accounts for the dif-
ference between the Administration’s
views and the public?

A large part of the gap can be ex-
plained by the K-shaped growth of
the American economy. The term was
coined to describe the recovery from
the COVID-19 pandemic in which
approximately 40 percent of the pop-
ulation experienced significant wealth
appreciation while the wealth of the
other 60 percent stagnated or declined.
K-shaped growth persists in today’s
economy. The wealth appreciation of
the top 40 percent is the result of their

ownership of capital assets such as eq-
uity investments and home ownership.
‘There has been a multi-year surge in
the value of equities and a 50 percent
increase in home values since the pan-
demic. Conversely, the wealth of the
bottom 60 percent is derived primarily
from wages which in real terms have
been stagnant since the 80’s except for
a brief period following COVID. The
cost of housing, healthcare, and educa-
tion has significantly increased during
this period. The wealth effect of asset
appreciation has shielded the afflu-
ent from inflation while the bottom
60 percent is increasingly squeezed

by rising prices. While spending by e

the bottom 60 percent
has been constrained,
consumer spending has
been driven by capital asset holders. In
2026, the top 10 percent was estimat-
ed to hold approximately 70 percent
of household wealth. It is no surprise
that this 10 percent account for 50
percent of consumption. They are the
force responsible for robust consumer
spending.

This pattern of wealth accumula-
tion and spending is a direct outcome
of rising inequality. In the "70s, it is
estimated that the top 1 percent of
households held approximately 20-
25 percent of the nation’s wealth. The
most recent estimate is that the top
1 percent now control approximate-
ly 32 percent of wealth. This is about
the same share as the 1 percent held
during the Gilded Age. The increasing
wealth gap is the result of the disparity
between capital asset gains and wage
stagnation. Assets have increased in
value because they have become more
productive but at the price of replac-
ing labor, which has been considered
by profit-driven managers as a cost
to be reduced. Globalization replaced
millions of blue-collar jobs in the U.S.
with cheaper foreign labor, but more
manufacturing jobs have been lost to
technological substitution than off
shoring. Labor’s ability to bargain for
increased wages has been reduced by
both globalization and technological
change. Given the corporate bias to
substitute capital for labor, the im-
pending Al tsunami is likely to worsen
inequality unless government policies

intervene. This seems unlikely during a
Trump administration. Although gov-
ernment policy could have been used
to ameliorate labor’s losses as some
European countries have done, the
U.S. has chosen policies that benefit
capital rather than labor. For example,
Trump’s 2025 budget, the Big, Beau-
tiful Bill, provides most of its benefits
to large corporations and the financial
elite rather than to the working class.
A K-shaped economy is not
healthy. Macroeconomic statistics such
as GDP growth, or stock market val-
uations, may appear robust but mask
the fact that a consid-
erable proportion of
Americans are facing
economic precarity. We
: are moving toward a
two-class society where wealthy asset
owners prosper, and the working class
suffers. As the wealth gap widens, an-
ger and dissatisfaction spread, leading
to social and political instability.

Robert D. Russell, PhD

Harrisburg, Pa.

Robert:

The rich and their stooges push a neo-
liberal canard: the economy is shaped by
the market,” which miraculously allocates
resources in the most efficient manner

possible. We hold another view, to wit:
it politics, not some mystical “invisible
hand,” that shapes the economy.

Back in the early 705, future Supreme

Court ‘Justice” Lewis Powell wrote an
infamous memo to the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce. It was, in a way, the modern
equivalent of Pope Urban IIs edict that
began the Crusades. Powell lamented
that the middle class, since the war, had
been rewarded for their hard work with
cars, houses, refrigerators, and college
degrees. He saw this prosperity as a bad
thing, a failure on the part of our cor-
porate overlords to keep workers hungry
and scared. He advocated union-busting,
privatization, and a large dose of propa-
ganda to baffle the victims. Other factors
were also at work of course, i.e., the Mil-
itary-Industrial Complexs lucrative war
in Vietnam, which threw not just the
U.S. budget, but by extension the whole
world s economy off-kilter.

The Editor
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Put America First
To the Editor:

Israel’s Prime Minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, has been under four dif-
ferent indictments for years. Three
of the indictments have not gone to
trial. He has dragged out the fourth
by claiming he is too busy fighting
wars to appear in court.

He tried to make Gaza a perpet-
ual war, but President Trump
eventually ordered a cease fire.
Even so, Netanyahu broke the
cease fire as often as Trump
would tolerate. Then he talk-
ed Trump into bombing Iran
while the U.S. was in talks with
Iran over their nuclear stockpile.

Less than a year later, Trump was
again in talks with Iran. This time
Netanyahu convinced Trump that
they could topple Iran’s regime from
the air in a few weeks. That failed
spectacularly. Trump negotiated a
ceasefire with Iran which Netanya-
hu has been trying to sabotage by in-
vading and bombing Lebanon. Each
time Trump says we are close to a
settlement with Iran, Israel carries
out a massive bombing campaign in
Lebanon. It has forced more than a
million Lebanese from their homes,
destroyed dozens of towns and oc-
cupied southern Lebanon. Israel is
now ordering the major city of Tyre
to evacuate.

Americans and the world are
paying a heavy price supporting
Netanyahu's effort to avoid going to
jail. We should put America first and
end this war with Iran.

Walter Hamilton

Portsmouth, N.H.

Walter:

They're like Laurel and Hardy, if
Stan and Ollie had both been felons
and war criminals, and at least one of
them a rapist. Everyone on Earth, oth-
er than them, would benefit if somehow

Justice’ reach were to extend beyond the
ordinary people who so often feel its
wrath.

The Editor

f
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Ten Signs Donald is America’s First King

To the editor:

Monarchy has always been
symbolized by luxury in the na-
tional government administrative
office. Donald has turned the White
House into a palace.

Billionaires have become invested
with public authority like hereditary
Peers.

Our new royalist works hard to
establish the pseudo-scientific
law of nature that the king can

do no wrong.

V,/_ /) Donald has announced
va-

America’s Golden Age of
Monarchy, whereby the once

upwardly mobile working class has
become a subservient commoner
class.

Absolutist Donald is naming
historical and cultural markers after
himself, and creating graven images
on coins, as if, like God, he created
all things.

Donald the Despot works to take
the place of the Savior of mankind
by portraying himself as one who is
perfecting all things on earth.

'The King eschews democratical-
ly-formed national alliances in favor
of personal alliances with hegemon-
ic autocrats the world over.

Our new Regent overturns Con-
stitutional law with every new legis-
lative decree he makes.

Our Lord and Master has re-
placed integrity in personal and
public relationships with irrespon-
sible and changing policies and be-
haviors.

Our Commander in Chief is
committed to perpetual wars de-
signed to keep himself on the throne.

Kimball Shinkoskey

Woods Cross, Utah

Kimball:

1t is no surprise an overgrown baby,
born with a golden shovel in his mouth,
acts as if he were king.

1t is pretty shocking, though, fo see
self-styled, red-blooded Americans line
up to be his serfs.

The Editor
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Tiananmen Mythology

by Richard M. Balzano

fter another anniversary of the

June 4th Tiananmen Square
“massacre”—an event enshrined
in the Western imagination as the
defining symbol of Chinese au-
thoritarianism—it is worth revis-
iting how the story was originally
reported, amplified, mythologized,
and then quietly redacted and cor-
rected by many of the same Western
journalists who helped turn it into
political scripture. The Tiananmen
story entered American political
mythology in June 1989 as media
coverage saturated audiences with
claims that thousands of peaceful
Chinese protesters had been massa-
cred by tanks and machine-gun fire
inside Tiananmen Square. Death-
counts snowballed from 2,600 to
8,000 and beyond, and NBC’s Tim
Russert claimed “tens of thousands”
died. The narrative calcified with
such emotion that it became less
a disputed historical event than
sacred Cold War lore contrasting
democratic idealism with commu-
nist barbarism. Nearly every major
U.S. media outlet repeated the same
imagery of students mowed down
en masse, creating the impression
of corroboration. Herein lies the
problem: many reports were based
on rumor, secondhand testimony;,
or claims from activists with ties to
U.S. intelligence rather than reliable
eyewitnesses.

The protests began as an an-
ti-corruption movement that be-
came a seven-week occupation of
Tiananmen Square amid escalat-
ing unrest, strikes, and barricades.
The American narrative paid little
attention to violent confrontations
throughout Beijing before June 4th.
When unarmed soldiers entered the
city before the square was cleared,
some were beaten, burned alive, or
attacked with Molotov cocktails
while military vehicles burned. 75e
Washington Post described organized
anti-government groups armed with
iron clubs and firecbombs, while the
Wall Street Journal reported soldiers
pulled from trucks and beaten to
death by crowds. If accurate, this
was less a one-dimensional massa-
cre than a confrontation between
militant anti-government factions
and state forces, much of it occurring
outside Tiananmen Square itself.

The Tiananmen myth emerged
not from verified facts, but from
the speed with which rumor and
emotionally charged reporting

Maine
A Modern Crime Story
By Jonathan Cook
at Booktenders in York

transformed into unquestioned or-
thodoxy before facts could be ver-
ified. A story in the Hong Kong
press described machine guns
mowing down students around the
Monument to the People’s Heroes.
The New York Times elevated the
account despite never verifying the
witness or corroborating the claims.
'The following day, Times correspon-
dent Nicholas Kristof
challenged the story, ™
noting there was no evi-
dence for the alleged ma-
chine-gun emplacements
and that several nearby journalists
never witnessed the massacre de-
scribed in headlines. Student leader
Whier Kaixi, who was tied to subver-
sive U.S. regime-change institutions,
claimed to have witnessed hundreds
of students gunned down, but evi-
dence demonstrates he had left the
square hours before the alleged in-
cident.

Many journalists responsible for
shaping the original narrative lat-
er came clean, admitting the story
had spiraled out of control. Former
Washington Post Beijing bureau chief
Jay Mathews acknowledged that
“as far as can be determined from
the available evidence, no one died
that night in Tiananmen Square.”
Mathews acknowledged many re-
porters filed impossibly false or “dra-
matic accounts” that “buttressed the
myth of a student massacre”without
direct evidence. CBS correspondent
Richard Roth later wrote bluntly,
“There Was No Tiananmen Square
Massacre,” recalling that when he
passed through the square he saw
troops and armored vehicles—but
no bodies or evidence of slaughter.
Reuters reporter Graham Earn-
shaw and leaked U.S. diplomatic
cables similarly disputed the massa-
cre narrative, stating that students in
the square departed peacefully after
negotiations with troops.

By the late 1990s even major
Western newspapers acknowledged
that no confirmed massacre had oc-
curred inside Tiananmen Square it-
self, but those clarifications appeared
long after the original imagery had
embedded itself in Western political
consciousness. The myth survived
because it was politically useful. The
protests unfolded at the precise mo-
ment Washington sought ideologi-
cal victory over socialism worldwide,
and leading protest figures openly
aligned with the West. Some protest
leaders discussed provoking state vi-
olence to delegitimize the Commu-
nist Party, and Chai Ling professed
that “only when the Square is awash
with blood will the people of Chi-
na open their eyes.” What emerged
from June 1989 was a Cold War
morality tale shaped by exaggera-

tion, selective reporting, buried cor-
rections, and geopolitical utility.
Tiananmen Square is but one
example of Cold War mythology
through which Chinese history
was filtered for Western audiences.
Americans are taught that the Great
Leap Forward was a uniquely com-
munist apocalypse in which Mao
deliberately starved tens of millions,
. yet many widely cited

% academic networks and
CIA-linked publications

during the Cold War, while life
expectancy still rose sharply under
Mao. Likewise, China’s Cultural
Revolution occupies Western mem-
ory as irrational totalitarian chaos,
obscuring the extent to which many
participants viewed it as a political
struggle against bureaucratization,
inequality, corruption, and privi-
leged party elitism. In both cases, the
Western narrative flattens complex
historical events into morality tales
meant less to understand China
than to reinforce the moral supe-
riority of Western capitalist liberal
democracy.

When Washington’s enemies are
accused of atrocities, it’s worth con-
sidering the source, who benefits
from the narrative, and the extent to
which conventional wisdom about
our adversaries is rooted in curat-
ed narrative versus objective reality.
Perhaps its time to revisit who the
authoritarian monsters really are?
China lifted 800+ million people out
of extreme poverty; in contrast, the
U.S. criminalizes homelessness in its
broader police state in which police
murdered 3.6 civilians each day in
2025, and the U.S. boasts world’s
largest prison population, wherein
many prisoners are forced to per-
form slave labor. Americans do not
have guaranteed or sufficient access
to healthcare, education, or basic
social welfare provisions enshrined
in the 1948 Universal Declaration
of Human Rights; China’s citizens
do. Perhaps the only nation ever to
use atomic weapons against civilian
populations, that has since waged
wars and interventions responsi-
ble for the deaths of 10-20 million
people across the world, imposed
sanctions that took 38 million lives
since 1972, and routinely disregards
international law, deserves to have
its foreign policy morality narratives
approached with a comparable mea-
sure of skepticism.

Richard M. Balzano is an histori-
an and political analyst peddling
truths at several institutions of
higher learning, quietly devoted to
the art of sedition and comfortably
resigned to the peripheral left.
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Pink Flamingos

1 hawve this thing for pink flamingos;

had one on my lawn for twenty-eight years

in Philadelphia. When it finally
died of old age—so weathered that it

simply fell apart—my dear friend Dale

sent two more from Waukesha, Wisconsin.

But a dozen years ago, we downsized

to a condo, and of course the courtyard

was common ground, so I couldn’t
put my pink flamingos on the lawn.

I've really missed them. Silly, I suppose,

but I've missed my pink flamingos.

Meanwhile, on my most recent birthday,
my daughter said she had a present,

but we had to have some time to spend
together. Several hours, she said. It took
a couple weeks to ﬁnd the time,

but we finally sat down together

at her kitchen table, and she handed me
a Lego pink flamingo kit: a couple hundred
little plastic pieces with an illustrated
booklet of instructions. And together we
assembled my flamingo. It sitting

on the shelf in front of me right now.

—W.D. Ebrbart

y

‘Now Is the Time to Organize,’
Says Medicare for All Coalition

by Jessica Corbett

A s Americans endure the high
prices of food, gasoline, hous-
ing, medication, and more under
President Donald Trump and the
Republican-controlled Congress, a
coalition of over 325 organizations
argued Monday that “now is the
time for Medicare for All.”

“Our democracy is struggling,
and the status quo is not working.
Too many corporate-backed poli-
ticians continue to push for a ‘busi-
ness as usual’ approach while wages
stagnate, public goods and services
erode, and billionaires amass gro-
tesque amounts of wealth,” says the
coalition’s open letter.

“How can one feel optimism for
our future when over 40 percent of
us are carrying around the burden of
medical debt?” the letter asks, citing
data from KFF. “How can we plan
for our futures when we can't afford
to go to the doctor or cover rent?”

According to the coalition:

“We need an agenda that work-
ing-class people and everyday
Americans can rally behind. With-
out one, far-right, fascist politicians
are filling that void. This fascist
agenda redirects people’s rightful
anger at our systems failures to un-
justly place blame on immigrants,
low-income people, and people of
color. It’s time to acknowledge that
failing to provide transformational
policies and hope to the working
class has allowed fascism to rise and
hold on to power. It’s time to chal-
lenge the corrupt CEOs who profit
off despair. To show people real solu-
tions that can work.

“No one can fix our rigged econ-
omy overnight. Our structural in-
equality is decades in the making.
But one piece of the solution is to
take on one of the largest industries
in our country: healthcare.”

On Capitol Hill, Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.) and Reps. Prami-
la Jayapal (D-Wash.) and Debbie
Dingell (D-Mich.) have repeat-
edly introduced the Medicare for
All Act. While support for the bill
among elected Democrats and the
U.S. public has grown, the legislation
hasn't progressed in either chamber,
which are both narrowly controlled
by the GOP.

However, “we may face a
once-in-a-generation opportunity
to legislate on healthcare in 2029,”
notes the letter. While the midterms
are less than five months away, en-
acting a federal Medicare for All
system would likely require electing
more members of Congress and a
new president who would support
such legislation in the November
2028 election.

“We need to rally behind the
boldest possible reform, Medicare
for All, that brings together the
broadest possible movement, not
overly complex incremental mea-
sures that prop up the same systems
we're seeing fail under the weight of
attacks by Trump and Republicans,”
the groups argued. “The American
people are hungry for bold ideas that
reform fundamental institutions
that have failed them for too long.
And they are looking for leaders
who will take on powerful interests
and fight for working people.”

“Now is the time to organize and
inspire!” the coalition stressed. “A
small minority of skeptical health-
care policy wonks may try to con-
vince us to scale back, that structural
change isn’t winnable. The reality
is that alternative proposals dont
move us towards Medicare for All
and complicate our already broken
system. Halfway measures allow
corporations to continue profiting
off the sick.”

The letter urges members of

Congress “to stop listening to the
political consultants and start listen-
ing to the people,” and Americans
nationwide to “join us in dreaming
of an economy that works for all of
us. Where workers get paid a living
wage and have expanded and en-
forced rights. A future where people
can afford safe, healthy, and afford-
able housing and utilities. Where
schools are robustly funded.”

“A core part of that vision is
making healthcare a human right,”
the letter emphasizes. “Americans
understand we must get corporate
greed out of our healthcare system
once and for all.”

'The letter was circulated Monday
by the consumer watchdog Public
Citizen, whose healthcare policy ad-
vocate, Eagan Kemp, said in a state-
ment that “the massive momentum
for Medicare for All should serve as
awake-up call to all who profit from
our broken healthcare system and
those who do their bidding.”

“Everyday Americans are tired of
watching the pigs at the healthcare
trough gorge themselves day after
day while hundreds of millions of
people in the wealthiest country in
the world suffer from inadequate
access to care, delays and denials,
and crushing medical debt,” Kemp
argued. “Medicare for All would

end the ability of corporations to
put greed ahead of people’s needs
and would finally guarantee that ev-
eryone in the U.S. can get the care
they require.”

“The movement for Medicare for
All is growing by leaps and bounds
because the people are demand-
ing change,” he added. “It is time
those in power meet the moment
and fight for the healthcare system
we need and that the people are de-
manding, Medicare for All.”

Coalition members include the
Democratic Socialists of Ameri-
ca, Indivisible, MoveOn, National
Nurses United, National Organi-
zation for Women, One Fair Wage,
Our Revolution, People’s Action
Institute, Physicians for a National
Health Program, Progressive Dem-
ocrats of America, RootsAction,
Sunrise Movement, United We
Dream Action, and other organiza-
tions that advocate for people with
disabilities, seniors, womens rights,
workers, and more.

Jessica Corbett is a senior editor and
staff writer for Common Dreams.
This work is licensed under Cre-
ative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND
3.0). Feel free to republish and
share widely.

BeTTER OLD NEWSs THAN NEW LIES

[from page three

* Harry Hill, the noted bad man of
New York city, while passing Hell
Gate with his bad excursion steamer
on Sunday, June 27th,
saved from drowning
a quartette of pious
singers who had been
to Blackwell’s island to
sing in religious services, and whose
boat was capsized by a whirling
eddy.

* Ellis Thompson, of Ocean Grove,

N.J., bought the wife and two chil-
dren of Hiram Satterlee, a drunkard,
for $600, and is now living with
them in a fine new house. Thomp-
son was a former lover of the wom-
an.
The New Hampshire Gazette
July 1,1886

Our thanks to the Portsmouth Ath-
enaeum, holder of the newspapers

from which the items above were
excerpted. — The Ed.
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The System Is NOT
‘Rigged’... Say Those
Who Rigged It

by Jim Hightower

illions of us are mad as hell at

the moneyed establishment
for constantly rigging the system
against America’s workaday major-
ity.

Those riggers could save face by
making some basic reforms, but in-
stead, they’re getting mad at us for
saying the system is rigged! Indeed,
corporate powers have launched a
PR oftensive assailing what they
call a “populist trend” of disgruntled
people declaring that “everything is
rigged.” They’re condemning anyone
who talks about corporate oligar-
chies ripping off consumers, work-
ers, students, and others.

But wait—that’s not a “trend,”it’s
peoples’ real-life experiences with
the shameful corporate health care
system, price gouging by food giants,
the rapacious greed of Al billion-
aires, the flagrant theft of people’s
voting rights, the gutting of public
education... and so awful much
more. You don't have to be in Whos
Who to know What’s What: The
system is rigged.

Yet, the riggers demand that we
“riggees” stop saying that word. One
right-wing pundit whines that it’s
socially destructive for malcontents
to suggest our laws are being manip-
ulated to give more and more power
to corporate elites. He asserts that
even talking about it “undermines
voters'faith and trust in our govern-
ment.”

Trust in our government? Come
on! The majority of our lawmakers
openly sell themselves to corpo-
rate bidders, the White House is a
shopping mall for rich donors, and
the Supreme Court functions as a
corporate subsidiary. It’s no secret
that corrupt officials now routinely
rig America’s economic and polit-
ical systems for the rich. Far from
prissily shutting oft discussion of
this scandal, we must drag it into the
center of American politics... and
crush it.

Populist author, public speaker, and
radio commentator Jim Hightower
writes “The Hi ghtower Lowdown,”
a monthly newsletter chronicling
the ongoing fights by America’s or-
dinary people against rule by pluto-
cratic elites. Sign up at Hightow-
erLowdown.org.

www.jimhightower.com

\ Personally autographed copies
of Jim Hightower’s
best-selling books

\ Subscriptions to the monthly
“Hightower Lowdown” newsletter

\ €D’s \ Tapes

\ Videos Y Pamphlets
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s Pi1scaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.

SUNDAY, JUNE 14

Monbpay, JUNE 1§

TuESDAY, JUNE 16

'WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17

THURSDAY, JUNE 18

FripAy, JUNE 19

SATURDAY, JUNE 20

2016—Lane Graves, 2, is killed by
an alligator at Disney World. Disney
World responds by installing signs
warning that alligators are present.
2004—Timothy Clam, 25, opens the
door of a Bell helicopter and drops
4,000 feet into the Grand Canyon.
2001—Dennis Koslowski throws a
$2.1 million party on Sardinia for his
wife Karen’s 40th birthday. Half the
cost is covered by Tyco International.
1987—A commie firebug torches Ep-
som, N.H.s anti-UN Trojan Horse.
1954—President Eisenhower injects
God into the Pledge of Allegiance.
1951—Sen. Joe McCarthy (R-Booze)
accuses President Eisenhower and
General George Marshall of serving
the policies of the Kremlin.
1943—The Supreme Court rules that
children cannot be forced to salute the
flag if it offends their religious beliefs.
1928—Ernesto “Che” Guevara de la
Sernais born in Rosario, Argentina.
1922—InD.C.,5,000 African Amer-
icans march silently for an anti-lynch-
ing bill which has passed the House.
Democrats filibuster it, though.
1905—Russian sailors mutiny aboard
the battleship Pozemkin.

1864—TInept General Leonidas Polk,
CSA, aka “The Fighting Bishop,” is
KIA bya 3-inch Federal shell.
1662—Former Massachusetts Gov-
ernor [1636-37] Henry Vane, an
advocate of religious tolerance, is be-
headed in the Tower of London.

11:0§ 1115
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2016—Majority Leader Kevin Mec-
Carthy [R-Calif] tells colleagues, “I
think there’s two people Putin pays:
Rohrabacherand Trump.”
2006—The Supreme Court rules that
evidence seized by cops breaking “no
knock” rules can be used in court.
2002—A-rthur Anderson is convicted
of impeding investigation of Enron,
G.W.[MD] Bush’s #1 contributor.
1967—Calif. Gov. Ronald Reagan
signs a bill liberalizing abortion laws.
1920—A mob of thousands drags
three Black circus workers from the
Duluth, Minn. jail; arrested for a rape
that didn’t happen, they’re lynched.
1917—Woodrow Wilson signs the
Espionage Act. Emma Goldman and
Alexander Berkman are promptly
arrested for conspiring to “induce per-
sons not to register” for the draft.
1913—At Bud Bagsak in the Philip-
pines, gun designer John Browning
tests his new .45 pistol on Moro rebels.
1904—The
Slocum burns during an excursion on
New York City’s East River. Of the
1,300 aboard, more than 1,000 die.
1859—Lyman Cutlar [U.S.] shoots
Charles Griffin’s [U.K.] pig on an is-
land near Vancouver; result: a 12-year
U.S./British military standoff.
1381—Wat Tyler’s head gets piked for
helping lead the Peasants’ Revolt.
1215—English barons force King
John to sign the Magna Carta, thus
protecting their rights. Peasants are
left to fend for themselves.

side-wheeler ~ General

11:59

5:43 549

2020—The Wall Street Journal pub-
lishes Mike Pence’s op-ed, “There Isn’t
a Coronavirus Second Wave.”
2015—At Trump Tower, 240 actors
each earn $50 forwatching a cancelled
TV character ride a gilded escalator.
2000—The Energy Department dis-
covers two missing Top Secret com-
puter hard drives in a location which
had previously been searched twice.
1992—Reagan Defense Secretary
Caspar Weinberger is indicted for ly-
ing to Congress, but is soon pardoned.
1966—Stokely Carmichael, continu-
ing the March Against Fear as James
Meredith recuperates from an assas-
sination attempt, introduces “Black
Power” to our national lexicon.
1944—-South Carolinakills George].
Stinney Jr. He’s Black, 14, and weighs
90 Ibs. His three-hour trial had an all-
white jury. He sits on phone books so
the electrodes can reach him.
1943—Charlie Chaplin, 54, marries
Oona O'Neill, 18; only his death in
1977 does them part.

1918—Eugene V. Debs delivers an
anti-draft speech in Canton, Ohio
thatis sostirring and effective heis lat-
er charged with ten counts of sedition.
1858—Lincoln’s “House Divided”
speech name-drops N.H.s Franklin
Pierce—and notin a good way.
1857—A riot erupts between New
York City’s two police departments.
Corrupt Democratic Mayor Fernando
‘Wood’s recently-abolished Municipal
Police retains its hold on City Hall.

12:09 12:53

6:37 6:43

2017—Brass on the USS Fitzgerald
get their nimble destroyer rammed by
a container ship; 7 enlisted sailors die,
three are injured, repairs bill: $367M.
1971—"T want it implemented on a
thievery basis,” President Nixon tells
aides. “Goddamn it, get in [to the
Brookings Institution] and get those
files [that might reveal my treason-
ous interference with the Paris Peace
talks]. Blow the safe and get it.” Also
today: Nixon declares that drugs are
“Public Enemy No. 1.” By “drugs,”
he means leftists, hippies, and Blacks.
1967—Defense  Secretary Robert
Strange McNamara commissions a
secret history of the Vietnam War.
1933—Syphilitic former sheriff and
WWI hero Verne Miller, with three
armed pals, tries to spring Frank “Jel-
ly” Nash, a safe-cracker. Nash, in the
custody of four G-Men and three cops
atUnion Stationin K.C., Mo., ends up
dead, as doa G-Man and three cops.
1932—The Senate votes not to pay
bonuses owed to thousands of Great
War vets massed outside the Capitol,
setting the stage for a violent rout.
1930—Hoover signs Smoot-Hawley
bill; its tariffs ensure a Great Depres-
sion. Despite this clear warning, #47
makes the same mistake 95 years later.
1775—At Bunker Hill, using powder
pilfered from Portsmouth’s Fort Wil-
liam and Mary, New Hampshiremen
under Gen. John Stark—and some
others, of course—kill one of every
four British Army officers in America.

1:03

r:47
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2023—Stockton Rush, an alumnus
of Philips Exeter, and four clients die
when 7itanis crushed near the Titanic.
2009—Manchester Mayor Frank
Guintasteps overamanwithalegbro-
ken inabrawl to exit the Fish & Game
Social Club before EMTs arrive.
1989—RIP LF. Stone, legendary
journalist who said, “Every govern-
ment is run by liars and nothing they
say should be believed.”

1984—Talk show host Alan Berg is
machine-gunned to death in his Den-
ver driveway by white supremacists.
1971—Assistant Attorney General
William Rehnquist seeks an injunc-
tion to keep the Washington Post from
publishing “The Pentagon Papers.”
1965—Operation Arc Light begins:
27 B-52s fly from Guam to bomb the
"Nam. Two collide and crash due to
navigational errors, a third goes down
after in-flight refueling fails.
1954—Fred C. Trumpis grilled about
war profiteering from the FHA.
1954—A CIA army invades Guate-
mala to topple democratically-elected
President Jacobo Arbenz and make
the place safe for the United Fruit Co.
1948—Truman OKs plausibly-deni-
able propaganda, sabotage, demoli-
tion, & economic warfare by the CIA.
1869—New York Times founder Hen-
ry J. Raymond dies of a stroke at 49
while entertaining his mistress.
1865—Top Virginia slaveholder Ed-
mund Ruffin wraps up in a Confeder-
ate flag and blows his brains out.
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2006—Publisher and Bush appointee
Phillip Merrill is discovered shot and
weighted down in Chesapeake Bay
where the CIA’s Bill Colby and John
Paisley ended up; all suicides, though.
1969—Tobar, Nev.—named for asign
pointing to a saloon—is dealt a death
blow by an exploding railroad car full
of bombs en route to Vietnam.
1968—“The Green Berets”is released.
The New Yorker calls it “unspeakable. ..
stupid. ..rotten...false in every detail.”
1965—Thousands of funlovers at The
Weirs throw rocks at cops and burn
overturned cars. The N.H. National
Guard peppers them with birdshot as
Laconia’s Riot Squad arrests 150.
1954—Warned by Sen. Styles Bridges
(R-N.H.) that his son’s homosexuality
would be exposed if he did not resign,
Sen. Lester C. Hunt (D-Wyo.) shoots
himself dead in his Senate office.
1953—]Julius and Ethel Rosenberg
become the first native-born Ameri-
cans executed for espionage.
1947—Crewman Gene Roddenberry
pulls passengers from a crashed Pan
Am plane burning in the Libyan des-
ert. He fends off looting Berbers, then
hikes out and brings back rescuers.
1893—Lizzie Borden gets off.
1879—Gen. Wm. T. Sherman, at the
Michigan Military Academy, tells his
audience, “There is many a boy here
today who looks on war as all glory,
but, boys, itisall hell.”

1865—-Slaves in Texas learn they’re
free; now this date is “Juneteenth.”

252 337
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2022—Fox’s Larry Kudlow, referring
toJoe Biden, asks ex-Veep Mike Pence
ifhe’s “ever seen a president who refus-
es to accept blame, and...commits
so many falsehoods?” Pence replies,
“Never in my lifetime.”

2005—Veep Dick “Dick” Cheney
explains to Larry King that the insur-
gencyinIraqis “in the last throes.”
1953—Lt. Gen. John W. “Iron Mike”
O’Daniel arrives in Saigon to confer
with French General Henri Navarre
on how to bring peace to Vietnam.
1947—Standing up for labor, Presi-
dent Harry S Truman vetoes the an-
ti-union Taft-Hartley Act.

1943—A three-day race riot begins in
Detroit; 34 die, 25 of them Black, 17
of whom are killed by white cops.
1942—Four prisoners in stolen Nazi
uniforms drive out Auschwitz’s main
gate in the commandant’s car.
1941—The sub USS 0-9 sinks east of
the Isles of Shoals with 33 aboard.
1940—Cops grab the NAACP’s El-
bert Williams in Brownsville, Tenn.
Days later he’s dead, no one’s charged.
1790—]efferson, Madison, & Ham-
ilton conspire: a Capitol on the Poto-
mac, and states’ debts to be assumed.
1783—Independence Hallis beseiged
by 400 disgruntled soldiers demand-
ing their pay. Rather than cough up,
Congress flees to Princeton, N.J.
1631—Pirates led by Murad—a
Dutchman “gone Turk”™—sack Balti-
more, in County Cork; its inhabitants
end up enslaved in North Africa.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 21

MonDAY, JUNE 22

TUESDAY, JUNE 23

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24

THURSDAY, JUNE 2§

FripAy, JUNE 26

SATURDAY, JUNE 27

2006—Fox News, citing Senator
Rick Santorum (R-Pa.), reports that
‘WMD have been found in Iraq.
2005—Edgar Ray Killen, 80, is found
guilty of manslaughter in the case of
Schwerner, Goodman, and Chaney.
2004—SpaceShipOne reaches an alti-
tude of 100 kilometers; Mike Melvill
becomes the first civilian astronaut.
1989—The U.S. Supreme Courtrules
thatit’s legal to burn the U.S. flag.
1964—Michael Schwerner, Andrew
Goodman, and James Chaney are
murdered in Mississippi by the KKK.
1942—A Japanese sub shells Fort Ste-
vens, Ore., damaging a phone cable.
1935—The top cop busts a cap at a
Eureka, Calif. sawmill; chaos ensues,
but a jammed machine gun keeps the
death toll down to three strikers.
1919—Germans scuttle their captive
fleet at Scapa Flow. British sailors
shoot nine Germans in lifeboats.
1877—Ten Molly Maguires, min-
ers arrested by private detectives and
prosecuted by private attorneys for the
coal companies, are hanged by Penn-
sylvania officials, private executioners
apparently being unavailable. Pardons
for two arrive minutes too late.
1798—DBritish troops and Hessian
mercenaries drive the United Irish-
men from Vinegar Hill in County
Wexford. Then they rape some wom-
enand burn some of the wounded.
1788—New Hampshire ratifies the
U.S. Constitution. You're welcome.
1631—RIP John Smith, badass.

4:49 5:30

11:04 11:35]

2005—Undeterred by futility, the
Republican-led House passes a Flag
Protection Amendment.®
2004—On the floor of the Senate,
Veep Dick “Dick” Cheney tells Sen.
Pat Leahy, “Go fuck yourself.”
2004—Yet another cash-laden C-130
lands in Iraq; this one carries the big-
gestload of them all: $2,401,600,000.
2002—Enron execs admit they hid
$1.5 billion in illegal profits gouged
from California ratepayers.
1977—Nixon’s ex-AG John Mitchell
begins a 19-month prison sentence.
1972—UPI’s Helen Thomas gets a
call from Martha Mitchell: “I'm a
captive...”; the phone goes dead. On
the scene, Nixon’s lawyer orders that
the AG’s wife be sedated by injection.
1970—The 24th Amendment gives
18-year-olds the right to vote.
1969—Ohio’s Cuyahoga River ig-
nites, inspiring Randy Newman.
1964—The fun-loving U.S. Supreme
Court overturns the Post Office’s ban
of Henry Miller’s Tropic of Cancer.
1942—Congress adopts the Flag
Code,® thus replacing the embar-
rassingly Nazi-like “Flag Salute” with
FDR’s hand-on-heart gesture.
1893—HMS  Camperdown follows
Vice-Admiral Sir George Tryon’s or-
ders; it rams his ship, HMS Victoria,
which sinks along with halfits crew.
1861—His leg crushed by train
wheels while warning his men, Lieut.
Charles W. Walker dies in N.J.—the
first N.H. officer killed in the war.

551 6:27

12:00

2016—To memorialize W.Va.’s worst
flooding in 100 years, a burning house
is filmed as it floats down a creek.
2008—]James Hansen warns Con-
gress about global warming—again.
2005—Roller coaster safety expert
Richard H. Brown, 64, dies of injuries
received in a fall in his own driveway.
2001—“Dark Winter—a war game
simulation of a smallpox outbreak in
the U.S.—shows lack of preparation
for a pandemic would result in chaos.
1988—NASA’s James Hansen warns
Congress it is now 99 percent certain
that global warming has begun.
1976—Edwin Walker, ex-General
once targeted by Lee Harvey Oswald,
is arrested in Dallas for fondling an
undercover cop ina men’s room.
1972—As Nixon tells the CIA to
block the FBI's Watergate sleuths, he
is hoist on his own tape recorder.
1959—As a film adaptation of his
book I Will Spit on Your Graves is
screened in Paris, author Boris Vian
stands, yells “These guys are supposed
to be American? My ass!,” and dies.
1955—Bill Loeb writes in the Union
Leader that Ike has “done more to de-
stroy the respect, honor and power of
the U.S. than any President in its his-
tory.” He ain’t seen nothing yet.
1947—The U.S. Senate puts the
screws to labor by overriding Tru-
man’s veto of the Taft-Hartley Act.
1914—Debate heats up among West-
ern Federation members in Butte: the
miners union hallis dynamited.

6:55 7:24

12:39 12355

2022—The Court aborts Roe v. Wade.
2021—Rudy G’s law license finally
gets suspended for Rudy-ish behavior.
1994—Hot-dogging during air-show
practice, U.S.A.F. Lt. Col. Arthur
Holland crashes a B-52 at Fairchild
AFB in Washington State.
1986—New York finally disbars Roy
Cohn for acting like Roy Cohn.
1971—Nixon’s  Special
Charles Colson circulates the first
White House “Enemies List.”
1970—Staging on the Kittery side of
the Piscataqua River Bridge project
collapses. Four men fall 75 feet to their
deaths, seven others are injured.
1968—TJoint Chiefs chair Gen. Ear-
le G. Wheeler says, “The enemy has
lost whatever chance he had of taking
South Vietnam by military force.”
1968—Cops and the Guard shut
down “Resurrection City U.S.A.” in
D.C. with dogs and smoke grenades.
1954—Guatemala asks the U.N. to
lookinto the U.S.-backed coup in that
country; the U.S. vetoes the proposal.
1943—Racist white U.S. Army offi-
cersand ML.P.s try to enforce Jim Crow
law in Bamber Bridge, England. Lo-
cals and Black G.Ls fight back; one
person dies, shot in the back.
1924—The Democratic National Con-
vention begins. It ends 17 days later,
having voted down an anti-Klan plank.
1763—A  Swiss mercenary com-
manding Fort Pitt for the British
uses biological warfare—smallpox on
blankets—against besieging Indians.

Counsel

7:58 8:19

1:42 1894

2013—The Supreme Court rips out
the guts of the Voting Rights Act.
1998—The Fed OKs the Travelers/
Citicorp merger: the fuse is lit.
1996—A1-Qaeda kills 19 U.S. ser-
vicemen in Saudi Arabia and wounds
372. Saudis and the CIA blame Iran.
1973—Ex-White House Counsel
John Dean, on live TV, blows the big
whistle on his crooked former boss.
1971—ITT lobbyist Dita M. Beard
writes a memo noting that Pres.
Richard “Dick” Nixon knew ITT
was giving the Republican National
Committee a $400,000 bribe to geta
favorable Justice Dept. decision.
1969—Defense Secretary Mel Laird
gives National Security Advisor Hen-
ry Kissinger a menu of options Rich-
ard Nixon might use in dealing with
North Korea; included: 47 nukes.
1962—God is expelled from U.S.
schools by the Supreme Court.
1939—Three horsey “red-blooded
Virginians” upset by his column tar
and feather Count Igor Cassini.
1938—FDR signsabill establishing a
minimum wage and a 44-hour week,
and outlawing child labor.

1914—A factory full of volatile chem-
icals explodes in Salem, Mass. The en-
suing fire burns 1,376 buildings and
leaves 18,000 homeless or jobless.
1876—Five companies of the 7th
Cavalry, including Gen. Custer and
two of his brothers, and an AP re-
porter, are killed by Native Americans
near the Little Big Horn River.

8:57

2:41 2:45

2015—The Supreme Court puts an
end to marriage discrimination.
2008—The Supreme Court says never
mind militias—the 2nd Amendment
gives gun rights to individuals. It also
says concealed weapons may require
licenses—that, everyone ignores.
2006—As Rush Limbaugh returns
from the Dominican Republic—a
sex-tourism mecca—customs officers
confiscate his illicit stash of Viagra.
2002—A Federal court edits “under
God” out of the Pledge of Allegiance.
1995—EPA workers dismantle David
Hahn’s homemade backyard nuclear
reactor. The Michiganderis 17.
1976—Gov. Kit Bond rescinds a
predecessor’s “Extermination Order”
banning Mormons from Missouri.
1954—Bao Dai, the feckless puppet
Emperor of South Vietnam, appoints
Ngo Dinh Diem as premier.
1947—Boston Mayor James Curley
goes to federal prison for five months.
1943—While loading rocks onto
a horse-drawn wagon in Caribou,
Maine, four adults and aboy are killed
by a crashing B-26 “Widowmaker.”
1940—At the Waldorfin NYC, Ger-
hard Westrick hosts a gala celebration
of the Fall of France to Nazi Germany.
His former law partner, future Secre-
tary of State John Foster Dulles, de-
fends Westrick from critics.
1919—Dist. Atty. and future Con-
gressman T. Webber Wilson cheers
on a crowd of 10,000 at the lynching
ofJohn Hartfield in Ellisville, Miss.

10:00
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336 3:36

2018—Donald Trump’s banker’s fa-
ther announces he’s creating a vacancy
on the Supreme Court by retiring.
2015—DBree Newsom scales a pole at
the South Carolina State House and
removes the Confederate battle flag.
2006—Pinkos in the Senate block a
Flag Protection Amendment.®
1995—Days after Rep. John Bochner
[R-Ohio] handed out tobacco lobby
checks on the floor of the House, to-
bacco price supports are extended.
1986—Losing Nicaragua v U.S., the
U.S. tells the International Court of
Justice, “You're not the boss of me.”
1973—Reading Nixon’s “Enemies List”
on-air, Dan Schorrlearns he’sonit.
1954—U.S.-backed rebels napalm a
British cargo ship while overthrowing
Guatemala’s democratic government.
1950—President Syngman Rhee,
our ally, orders South Korean MPs to
eliminate leftists. Thousands are mas-
sacred; Rhee blames commies.
1934—The National Housing Act
makes FHA home mortgages afford-
able—for white Americans only.
1863—Confederate raiders seize the
Caleb Cushing, a revenue cutter, from
Portland (Me.) Harbor. Union sol-
diers commandeer steamers, engaging
the rebels 20 miles out. The rebs torch
the Cushingbefore surrendering.
1863—"Old Douglas,” a pack camel
imported a decade earlier by Jefferson
Davis, is killed by a Yankee sharp-
shooter during the Seige of Vicksburg.
Starving rebels eat his remains.
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Portsmouth Democratic Roundtable — Tuesday, June 23rd at 6:00 p.m.

Portsmouth Democrats Coffee Meetup — Friday, June 26th at 8:00 a.m.
'The monthly Portsmouth Democrats Coffee Meetup is held at a local Portsmouth
restaurant, from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. It’s morning get together where people can drop
in to enjoy camaraderie with fellow Dems. New location! There’s plenty of parking.
'The Portsmouth Democratic Roundtable is a monthly opportunity to socialize with
Democrats and other friends from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. without any agenda or rigid
structure (always the 4th Tuesday of the month). New residents of Portsmouth are
welcome to meet local Democrats and learn of opportunities to get involved, suggest
new ideas, or support planned initiatives.
Contact Peter Somssich: (603) 436-5382 (no texts, please) or peter.somssich@gmail.
com, or Brian Wazlaw: (603) 988-9998, or briwazlaw@aol.com. Visit seacoastfriends.org.

A WISE WOMAN PUTS A GRAIN OF
SUGAR INTO EVERYTHING SHE SAYS TO
A MAN AND SHE TAKES A GRAIN OF SALT
WITH EVERYTHING HE SAYS TO HER.
— HerLeEN RowLaND

= PORTSHOUTH = A
NEW HAMPSHIRE

SINCE 2011

7 COMMERCIAL ALLEY ~ 766-1616
WWW.PORTSMOUTHSALTCELLAR.COM




